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No. 1. 


The Duke of Weilington to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Reosived Sep- 
7 tember 24. 


( Extract.) Paris, September 21, 182.2. 


~I “HAD a long discussion with Monsieur de Villéle yesterday, on the 


relations of this Government with Spain. | 

_ Xt = appears, that for a considerable time past, I believe since the alarm of 
infec tious fever in Spain, the French Government have been collecting troops 
ia the southern departments of France. They have not, however, on the im-. 
mediate frontier, a larger body of men than are sufficient for the performance. 
of the duties of the “Cordon Sanitaire,” so long as that precaution is necessary, 
in eaonsequence of the prevalence of the fever in the neighbouring provinces 
of Spain; or than can fairly be deemed necessary for the purposes of Observa- 
tion of a country which is the seat of a civil war, and for the protection of the 
French frontier from insult, by the different parties in operation immediately . 
on thre borders. : 
ME. de Villéle said, that the assembly of the Congress at the present moment, 
was wnaota matter of indifference, in relation to the situation of affairs in Spam, 
orto that in which the two Countries stood towards each other. There was 
ne d<ubi that expectations were formed respecting the result of the detibera- 
lomss of the Congress on the affairs of Spain, as well in Spain as elsewhere ; 
mel t hat if the Congress were to separate, and to come to no decision on those 
alla irs, it was probable that the existing evils would be greatly aggravated, and 

that the two countries might be forced into a War. 
onsieur de Villéle wished that the Congress should take into consideration 
ae <a ctual position of the French Government in relation to Spain, and the 
¥ >Othesis under which they might be forced-into a War; and that the four 


In 
fore them to War. I told Monsicur de Villéle that it would be quite impgs- 
= for us to declare beforehand what would be our conduct upon any 
YPOthetical case. _ 
‘ s hould wish to receive His Majesty’s Instructions what line I shall take, 
NS ~what arguments I shall use, in case the French Government should make 
. E> roposition at the Congress, which M. de Villéle has made tome, respect- 
"S =z declaration by the Allies, | . 
B 


ether Powers of the Alliance should declare what line they would eaoh take, 
<ase of the occurrence of any of the events which ee conceived would 
d 


os 


No. 2. 


_ Mr. Secretary Canning to the Duke of Wellington. 


(Extract.) Foreign Office, September 27, 1822. 


IF there be a determined project to interfere by force or by.menace in. 


the present struggle in Spain, so convinced are His Majesty’s Government of 
the uselessness and danger of any such mterference—so objectionable does it 
appear to them in principle, as well as utterly impracticable in execution, 
that when the necessity arises, or (I would rather say) when the opportunity 
offers, I am to instruct your Grace at once frankly and peremptorily to 
declare, that to any such interference, come what may, His Majesty will not 
be a Party. | 


eu eS 


No. 3. 
The Duke of Wellington to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Received October 31. 


(Extract.) | Z Verona, October 22, 1822. 
WE had a conference on Sunday night, at which the French Minister, M. 


de Montmorency read a Paper of which I inclose ‘a Copy. 

I imaginc that each of the Ministers will answer this Paper. In my answer, 
I shall review our line of conduct since April 1820; ‘and shall decline to 
engage ourselves to adopt any measure beforehand, or till we shall have a. full 
knowledge of all the circumstances which have occurred between the two 
countries. I propose, besides, to point out, that, considering the relative pesi- 
tion of France and Spain, ‘itis not probable that Spain will declare against 
them’; if they explain, as they ought, the meaning and object of -their Corps 
of Observation, and make some allowance for the state of effervescence of 
men’s minds in Spain in a state of revolution and civil war. ae 


ce - (Inclosure in No. 3.) 


Questions addressed by the. French Plenipotentiary to the Plenipotentiaries. 
of Austria, Russia, Prussia, and Great Britain. : 

3 ae eee a Vérone, le 20me Octobre 1822. 
1. DANS le cas, ou la France se verroit forcée de rappéler de Madrid le. 

Ministre qu’Elle y a accrédité, et de Ai ah toute rélation diplomatique' avec 

'Espagne, les Hautes Cours seront-elles di 

blable et @ rappeler leurs propres Légations ? 


2: Sila guerre doit éclater entre la France et I’'Espagne, sous quelle forme, . ° 


Q 


moral qui doit donner a son action la force de |’Alliance, et Inspirer un sd 
taire effroi aux Révolutionaires de tous les pays? | 

3. Quelle est enfin Pintention des Hautes Puissanices, quant au fond et a la 
forme du secours matériel qu’Elles seroient: disposécs 4 donner & la France, dans. 
le cas, ob, sur sa demande, leur intervention active diviendrait nécessdire? 


et par quels actcs, Les Hautes Puissances préteront-Elles a la seroma 3 


. 


‘ 


sposées 4 prendre une mesure sem-_ 


3 | ra 
(T: vanslation of Inclosure in Na. 3.) 


Quastions addressed by the French Plenipotentiary to the Plenipotentiaries 
of Austria, Prussia, Russia, and Great Britain.. 


Verona, October 20, 1822. 


1. E'Ncase France should find Herself under the necessity of recalling her 
Minister from Madrid, and-of breaking off all diplomatick relations with 
Spain, will the High Courts be dispused to adopt the like measures, and to 
recall their respective Missions ? | | | 

2. Should War break out between France and Spain, under what form and 
by w haat. acts would the High Powers afford to France, that moral support 
whicka would give to Her measures the weight and authority of the Alliance, 
and iraspire into a nya | dread the Revolutionists of all Countries ? | : 
_3. ‘What, in short, is the intention of the High Powers as to.the extent and 
the form of the effective assistance, (“‘ secours mat¢riel,”) which They would 
be dis posed to give to France, in cageagtive Interference should, on her demand, 
becorme necessary. | 3 | 


No. 4 


EP Re Duke of Wellington to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Received 
: | November 14. | 
CExtract.) | | Verona, November 5, 1823. 


‘PIR INCE METTERNICH called together a Conference of the five Cabi- | 
aet--NAl inisters on Wednesday evening, at which were delivered in answers, to 
JD emands of the French Minister of-the 20th ultimo, from the Russian, 
Austa-kan.and. Prussian Ministers; and that from myself, a Copy of which J. 


¢Inclosure in No. 4.) 
: MEMORANDUM. 


4nsreser of The Duke of Wellington to the Questions of the French 
) Plenipotentiany. _- 


? 


Verona, October 30, 1822. 


SEINCE the month of April 1820, the British Government have availed 
thea selves of every opportunity of.recommending to His Majesty’s Allies to 
abs €2a2 n from all interference in the internal affairs of Spain. | 

: athout adverting to those principles which His Majoity's Governiment 
RUSt always consider the rule of their conduct, in’ relation to the internal 
iffa tas of other Countries, they considered that to, whatever degree either. the 
of Se ra of the Spanish. Revolution, the system then established, or the conduct 
®t: © ka oce.who have since had the management of the internal affairs of. Spain. 
sLShet be disapproved. of, any amelioration which might. be desired inthe 

Pata ish System, for. the sake of Spain herself, ought to be, songht for, in mea .. 


4 


sures to be adopted in Spain, rather than abroad ;,and particularly in the 
confidence which the people should be tauglit to’ feel in the character and 
measures, of the King. 
_ They considered that an interference, with a view to assist the Monarch on 
the Throne, to overturn that which had beea settled, and which he had gua- 
ranteed, or to promote the establishment of any other form of Government or 
Constitution, particularly by force, would only place that Monarch in a false 
osition, and prevent him from looking to the internal means of amelioration 
which might be within his reach. | 

Such an interference always 5 a alba to the British Government an unne- 
cessary assumption of responsibility ; which, considering all the circum- 
stances, must expose the King of Spain to danger, and the Power or Powers 
which should interfere, to obloquy, certain risks, and possible disasters; to 
enormous cxpences, and final disappointment in producing any result. 

___ Upon these principles His Majesty has advised His Allies, aud has aeted 
Himself, from the month of April 1820, to the present day. 

The Protocols and other Acts of the Congress at Aix la Chapelle, which 
established the union at present existing between the Five Powers, so happily 
for the World,*require the most unlinnted confidence and communication on 
the part of cach; and accordingly, His Majesty has never failed to communi- 
cate to His Allies, and particularly to France, every instruction which He 
has sent to his Minister at Madrid ; and ali the communications made by His 
Majesty’s commands to the Minister of Spain residing in London :—all in 
- same spirit of good will towards the King of Spain and the Spanish 

ation. 

It is impossible to look at the existing relations between France and Spain, 
adverting to what has passed from the commencement of the year 1820, to 
the present moment, without being sensible of the unfortunately false position 
in which the King of Spain is placed ; and that the ame of parcy in both 
Countries, having aggravated the national antipathy which antecedent cir- 
- cumstances had occasioned, is in a great measure the cause of the unfortunate 
Irritation in Spain against France, to which his Excellency the Minister of 


‘France has adverted. The great object of His Majesty’s foreign Policy is 


to preserve Peace among Nations; He feels the most anxious interest for the 
happiness of His Catholick Majesty, and the honour of his Government ; and 
it would be His sincere desire to allay that irritation. 7 

But the British Government cannot but feel, that to make any declaration 
on any of the three points referred to by bis Excellency, without a previous 
accurate knowledge of all the circumstances which have occurred between the 
two Countries, would be not only premature and unjust, but would probably 
be unavathng; and would in fact deprive His Majesty of the power ot dis- 
eussing and deciding upon the measures of His own Government in this 
affair hereafter, -when i should be. better informed. His Majesty must 
either place himself in this paintul position, or He must do, what would be 
equally painful to his feelings, require from His august Friend and Ally the 
King of France, that he should submit his conduct to the advice and controul 
_ of His Majesty. | | 


His Majesty’s Government cannot think cither alternative to be necessary ;' 


but are of opinion that a review of the obvious circumstances of the situation 
of France, as well as Spain, will show, that whatever may be the tone 


assumed towards France by the ruling Powers in Spain, they are not ina 


; ; b af 
state to carry Into execution any plan of real hostility. 


- Considering that a Civil War exists in the whole extent of the Frontier’ 
which separates the two Kingdoms; tbat hostile Armies are in movement 
and in opcration in every part of it; and that there is not a town or village 


on the Frenchi Frontier which :is not liable to insult and -injury,—there is no 


eee ee 


ee Gg 


rson who must not approve of the precaution which His Most Christian 
Majesty has taken in forming a corps of Observation for the protection of his 
Frontier, and for the preservation of the tranquillity of his people. 

‘His Britannick Majesty sincerely wishes that this measure may be effectual 
an attaining the objects for which it is calculated ; and that the wisdom ‘of the 
French Government will have induced them to explain it at Madrid, in such 
terms as will satisfy the Government of His Catholic Majesty of its necessity. 

Such an explanation will, it is hoped, tend to allay in some degree the 
drritation against France ; and, on the other hand, it may be hoped that some 
allowance will be made in France for the state of effervescence of men’s minds 
an Spain, in thevery crisis of a evolution and Civil War. 

A moment's reflection upon the relative power of the two States will show, 
that the real evil to which His Most Christian Majesty is exposed, is that 
wesulting from the operations of the Civil War on the neighbouring frontier 
ef Spain ; against which the measure which His Government have adopted 
as best.calculated to preserve Him. | | 

Even revolutionary madness could not calculate upon the success of a seri- 
«ous attack by Spain upon France, under any eircumstances which it is possible 
Zo suppose to exist at present in the latter Kingdom.—But the attention of 
the Spanish Government is now occupied by a Civil War, the operations of 
which certainly justify the formation of a Corps of Obscrvation in France; 
and it is not very probable that they would, at this moment, desire to break 
with France. 

Neither is it to be believed that, in their present situation, they would not 
diesire still to enjoy the advantage of that countenance to their system, which 
the presence of the French Ambassador at the seat of Government must 
aafford them. 

His Majesty therefore considers any rupture by Spain, or any measure on 
Sher part which may render necessary the immediate discontinuance of diplo- 
mmatick relations by France, very improbable: and as His Majesty ts quite 
axnacquainted with what has passed between France and Spain since the month 
«ef April 1820; and His Government cannet know upon what grounds His 
Post Christian Majesty’s Government may think proper to discontinue the 
Hiplomatick relations of France with Spain ; or upon what grounds War may 
break out between the two countries ; it is impossible for them now to pros 
x2 ounce what advice they should consider it their duty to give to His Majesty, 
aa case either or both of those events should occur. | 

His Majesty most anxiously wishes that such extremities may be avoided ; 
amd he feels convinced that the Government of His Most Christian Majesty 
av ill find means of avoiding them. : 


” 


No. 5. 
Phe Duke of Wellington to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Received Nov. 21. 


(Extract.) _ ~‘Perona, Navember 12, 1822. 


™ « 


~wrrote to you on the 6th inst. 
“But [ inclose to you a Memorandwm on what is passing here, which J 
SC rad to Sir Charles Stuart by this eocasiqn. - 
pre ger rMe a 


I HAVE little to report as having occurred on the Spanish question, since 


6 


(Inclosure in No. 5.) 


MEMORANDUM. | 
(Extract) Verona, November 12, 1822. 


ON the 20th of October, the French Minister gave in a Paper, requiring 
from the Ministers of the Allies to know, whether, if France should be un- 
_ der the necessity of withdrawing her Minister from Spain, the other Allied 
Powers would do the same? In case France should be involved in war with 
Spain, -what countenance the Allies would give the former? And in case 
France should require it, what assistance? : | 

To these questions the three Continental Allies answered on the 30th of 
October, that they would act as France should, in respect to their Ministers 
in Spain, and would give to France every countenance and assistance She 
should require ;—the cause for such assistance, and the period and the mode 
of giving it, being reserved tobe specified in a Treaty. 7 

The Minister of Great Britain answered, that having no knowledge of the 
cause of dispute, and not being able to form a judgment upon an hypothetical 
case, he could give no answer to any of the questions. —_ 

The mode sf communicating with Spain was considered on the 31st, with 
a view to prevent a rupture between France and Spain. It was agreed that 
the Minister of each of the Four Continental Courts at Madrid should pre- 
sent a separate Note of the same tenour, and drawn upon the same princi- 
ples; and on the 1st of November it was settled, that the four Courts should 
draw up their Notes and communicate them to the British Minister; who 
should, upon seeing these Notes, make known the line which his Court 
would take. | hak re , 

Since that Meeting, it is understood that the plan of proceeding proposed 


and agreed to, has been altered. Instead of Othcial Notes to be presented by | 


the several Ministers at Madrid to the Spanish Government, it is now im- 
tended that Despatches shall be written to those Ministers respectively, in 
which the several Courts will express their wishes and intentions: this mode 
of proceeding is adopted, as affording greater latitude for discussion and ex- 
planation than that by official Notes. 

Accordingly Monsieur de Montmorency has prepared the draft of his des- 
patch ; and it is understood that the Ministers of the Continental Powers are 
a al theirs. 

hese are the facts which have occurred at the existing Congress. . 

In the course of the discussions which have taken place upon this occasion, 


‘a marked difference of opinion as to the mode of action has appeared between 


the Continental Courts on the one hand, and England on the other. 

The Minister of the latter Power has recommended that France, and the 
Powers which should interfere in this case, should confine themselves to 
what may properly be called the external quarrel between France and Spain ; 
should not menace; :and above all should not approach Spain in the form of 
enemies, bound in a'Treaty of defensive Alliance against her. 


No. 6. 
The Duke of Wellington to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Received Dec. 6. 
(Extract.) : FPerona, November 22, 1822. 


I INCLOSE the Minute of the Answer which I returned to the Ministers 


of the Allies on the 20th inst. when they communicated to me the Despatches ~ 


which they proposed to write to the Ministers of their several Courts at 
Madrid. : 4 


a 
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MINUTE. — 
(Inclosure in No. 6.) 
Verona, November 20, 1822. - 


WHEN the Ministers of the five Courts last assembled on the 1st instant, 
the object of their common solicitude was, to allay the irritation existing in 
spain against France, and to p-event a possible rupture between the two 
Powers. 7 | | | 

Although His Majesty's Government did not consider themselves suffi- 
<iently informed, either of what had already taken place between France and 

Spain, or of what might occasion a rupture, to be able to answer in the affir- 
mnative, the questions submitted to the Conference by his Excellency the 
IMinister of France ; yet, knowing the anxiety of the King, my Master, for 
athe Honour of His Most Christian Majesty, and for the preservation of the: 
Peace of the World, I was willing to enter into the consideration of the mea- 
ures proposed, with a view to attain our common object. 

It was settled, that the Notes to he prepared according to the proposition 
of his Highness the Austrian Minister, aad to be presented to the Soanish 
<Government on this occasion, should be communicated to me, in order that 
Z might sce, whether, consistently with the view which the King had. inva- 
riably taken of the affairs of Spain, and with the principles which had governed 
FHis Majesty’s conduct in relation to the internal concerns of other countries, 

Wis Majesty’s Government. could take any part which might forward the 
common purpose of preserving the general tranquillity. 

The Ministers of the AHicd Courts have thought proper to make known to 
S pain the sentiments of their respective Sovereigns, by Despatches addressed 
to the Ministers of their several Courts, residing at: Madrid, instead of by 
Official Notes,—as a mode of communication less formal, and affording greater 


Facility of discussion. os | 
These Despatches, it appears, are to be communicated in extenso to the 


Spanish Government. a | | 

The origin, circumstances, and conscquences of the Spanish Revolution,— 
the existing state of affairs in Spain,—and the conduct of those who have been 
at the head of the is pate Government, may: have endangered the safety of 
ot hher Countries, and may have excited the uneasiness of the Governments, 
w hose Ministers I am now addressing ; and those Governments may think it 
Necessary to address the Spanish Government upon the topicks referred to in 
these Despatches. : 

“These sentiments and opinions have certainly been entertained by the three 
Ca binets of Austria, Prussia, and Russia, for a considerable period of time ; 
2x <i the British Government duly appreciates the forbearance and deference 
for the opinions of other Cabincts,-which have dictated the delay to make 
these communications, to the present moment. But having been delayed till 
Now, I would request those Ministers to consider, whether this is the moment 
&& which such reinonstrances ought to be made; whether they are ca!culated 
te allay the irritation against Fratice, and to prevent a possible rupture ; and 
 Inether they might not with advantage be delayed to a later period. 

“HK hey are certainly calculated to irritate the Government of Spain ; to afford 
£ round for a belief, that advantage has been taken of the irritation cxisting 

tween that Government and France, to call down upon Spain the power of 
the Allianee ;. and thus to embarrass still more the difficult position of the 

French Government. j — 
“he result of these communications will probably be, that the diplomatick 
Ye Ta tions between the three Allied Courts and Spain will be discontinued,— 
W ha tever may be the state of the Questions between France and Spain: this 


a Peace ie ane —oee as Bo mh i a DR I 


a =e oe a ee ee 
1 . ah & . w 


eBay 


ee ae eee 


8: 


occurrénce cannot assist the cause of France; as those Questions will stand 
upon their own ground, and the Governinent of France must decide them 
upon their own merits. 

But these communications are not.only calculated. to embarrass the French 
Government, but likewise that of the King, my Master. His Majesty feels 
sincerely for “the King and -the People of Spain; He is anxious to see a term- 
nation of the.evils and misfortunes by which that Country is afflicted ; .aid 
that it should be prosperous and happy. His Majesty likewise earnestly 
desires, that the usual relations of amity and good neighbourhood may be re- 
established between France and Spain; and His Majesty’s Government would 
have been anxious to co-operate with those of his Allies, in-allaying oe exist 
ing irritation, and in preventing a possible rupture. 
~ ‘But His Majesty’ s Government are of opinion, that to animadvert upon the 
internal transactions ‘of an. Independent State, unless such transactions affect 
the essential interests of His Majesty’s subjects, is inconsistent with those 
principles on which His Majesty has invariably acted on all questions relating 
to the internal concerns of other Countries; that such animadversions, i 
made, must involve His Majesty in serious responsibility, if they stiould 
produce an ‘| effect; and must irritate, if they should not: ‘and, if addressed, 
as proposed, to the Spanish Government, are likely to be injurious to the best 
interests of ‘Spain, and to produce the worst consequences upon the probable 
discussions between that Country and France. 

The King’s Government must, therefore, decline to advise His Majesty to 
hold a common language with his Allies upon this occasion : and it is so. 
necessary for His Majesty, not to be supposed to participate in a measure of 
this description, and calculated to produce such consequences, that his Govern- 
ment must equally refrain trom advising His Majesty to direct,. that any 
communication should be made to the Spanish Government, -on the subject 
of its relations with France. 

His Majesty, therefore, must limit his exertions and good offices, to the 
endeavours of his Minister at Madrid to allay the ferment which these com- 
munications must occasion, and to do all the good i in his power. - 


No.7. ee er ee sé 2 
Mr. Sereary Canning to: the Duke cal Wellington. | 


(Extract) eg _ Foreign Office, December 6, 1822. 


THE latest date of Your Grace's despatches from Verona is the 19th ul- 
timo. 
. The French Mail due yesterday, has, from some “iasecountible accident, 
failed to arrive ; and we are left in an uncertainty, as to every thing that has 
assed at Verona for more than a fortnight. In this state of things, how- 
ever. difficult it may be to shape instructions to a case not ascertained, it has 
nevertheless been felt by his Majesty” s advisers, that we should be wanting to 
our duty, if we did not submit to His Majesty the course which it would be 
expedient to pursue, in that which is understood ‘to be the present situation 
of the question of Peace or War between France and Spain. 
Mz. de Villéle has taken several opportunities of expressing to Sir Charles 
Stuart, his own earnest.desire for a preservation of peace ; and his wish td 


receive, not only the support but the advice of the British Government, in 
his endeavours to preserve it. 


_S 
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* 
I have the King’s Commands to'signify to your Grace His Majesty's plee- 


sure, that your Grace should seek a conversation with M. de Villéle; and, 
after referring to his Excellency’s communications through Sir Charles Stuart, 


‘ should offer to that Ministerthe Mediation of His Majesty, between their Most | 


Christian and Catholick Majesties. 

_ It will not escape your Grace’s observation, that in order to afford a pros- 
pect of success in our Mediation, if France should be willing to employ it, 
there should be some reasonable hope of a similar acceptance on the part of 
Spain. - 3 : : | 

. Tinclose to your Grace an Extract of a Despatch from the Spanish Govern- 


ment to its Chargé d’Affaires in London, which was read and delivered to me 


by M. de Colomb in a conference the day before yesterday. 
The remaining part of the Despatch to M. de Colomb (with which I do not 
trouble your Grace on this occasion) relates to the questions pending between 


the two Governments, respecting commercial grievances, and the piracies in 


the West Indian Seas. 


(Inclosure in No. 7.) 


Extract of a Despatch addressed by Mons. de San Miguel, Minister for: 
Foreign Affairs at Madrid, to the Chev. de Colomb, dated November 15,. 


” 1822. 


| [Communicated by Monsieur de Colomb to Mr. Secretary Canning Dee. 4, ) 


1822. ]. 


EL Gobierno de S. M. ha recibido con gratitud, pero sin sorpresa, la eom- 


municacion tambien verbal, relativa 4 que el Gabinete de S. M. B. respetando 


la independencia y las instituciones politicas adoptadas por la Nacion, se balla 
decidido 4 no mezclarse en nuestros negocius domesticos. | 
No podia esperarse otra cosa del Gob de una Nacion, que como Ia Brita- 
nica, conoce sus derechos y los principjos primordiales del derecho publieo ; 
via justicia la solemnidadl que merece. 
Los Lazos de intima inclinacion, los principios de mutua conveniencia y 
la analogia de las respectivas instituciones a median entre la Espajia y la 
Inglaterra gno son titulos positivos para que la primera, abrumada‘de dificul- 


tades pueda esperar de la segunda, cuyv influxo politico es muy importante, 


algo mas que una simple y abstracta equidad, algo mas que un ag impa- 
sible de Leyes universales, que una fria e insensible neutralidad? YY: 
interes tierno, qual el que es tan propio de.des Naciones en semejantes circun- 


y solo debe admirar que no crea conveniente dar 4 una declaracion de tan ob- 


: 8) algun 


stancias, se abriga en la Corte de Londres, ¢como es que no se manifiesta en. 
actos visibles coreg ota amical para tmpedir a su Aliada unos males,’en 


i is simpatizardn la humanidad, la ilustracion y hasta la precavida y prevee-. 


ra razon de Estado, 6 como (si esos actos benevolos existen) no se partici. 


pan.al Gabinete de S. M. Catolica ? 7 


Los actos 4 que aludo en nada comprometerian el] sistema neutral mas | 
estrictamente concebido, los buenos oficios, los consejos, las reflexiones de 


wa amigo en favor de otro, no le constituyen en mancomunidad de agresion y 
dcefensa, no le exponen 4 la enemistad dela otra parte, ya que no merezégn 
D 


10 


tambien su reconocimicnto, no son 2p yon palabra aviilios efectivos, tropas, 
arinas, subsidios que aumentan la fuerza de uno d les adversarios. -De la 


razon solo s¢ trata y con ta pluma de da conciliacion ee como puede sostenerla 
a qual la Gran Bretefia sin exposnerse & tomar parte © 


una Potencia sjtuad: 
en una agate que acaso puede prevenir con utjlidad general. 

_ ¢Puede obrar de ta) suerte Ja Inglaterra? Debs pudiendo? y debiendo 
lo ha executado ? Jin Jas sabias, justas y generosas miras del Gob® de S* 
James no cabe mas respuesta que la aGrmativa. ~Pues entonces, porque no se 
noticia 4 la Espaiia lo que se ha hecho y loque se piensa hacer en aquel sen- 
tido mediador ? Hay inconvenientes graves que reenmicnden la discrecion, 
que jntimen el sigilo?... No aparecen & une perspicacia ordinana. Come 
quiera en tal incertidymbre de lo que tiene que agradecer al Ministerio Bri- 
tanico, el de S. M. C* se conceptua en la precision de manifcstar 4 la faz del 
mundo para que el la estime su profesion de fé, que al paso que respeta 
los derechos de los demas, no consentira nunca la menor intervencion en sus 
asuntos interiores, ni hara transaccion que pueda comprometer un apicc el 
libro exercicio de la Soberania Nacional. 


Una vez communicadas por V. S. estas francas declaraciones al Muy 


honble. Jorge Canning, S. E. cuyos talentos, rectitud, elevacion de animo, son 
notorios a la Europa, no podra menos de hallarlas dignas de su asentimiento 
lisongero tanto en el fondo como en la forma, y de corresponder cordialmente 
al espiritu que las ha dictado, y bastar4é que V.S. termine su discurso recor- 
dando 4 S. E. que la Espaiia ha sido casi siempre victima de su probidad y 
buena fté en sus relaciones politicas, gue su ainistad ha sido y es utit 4 los dex 
mag Naciones y sincera a toda prueba ; que el Gab> de §. M. desea conservar 
los vinculos amistosos que existen entre la Espafia y la Inglaterra, pero gin 
menoscabo, sin degradacion de su decoro; y que si bien lucha con los em- 


barazos que resultan de sus inmensas progresivas perdidas, el pueblo Espa- . 


fol posee ‘siempre sublimidad de sentimientos para conducirse con honor, 
fertaleza de caracter para suportar sys calamidades, y constancia de resolucion 
para mantencrse 4 costa de los ultimos sacrificios, en el puesto que le corres- 


ponde en la Europa. 
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Extract of a Despatch addressed by VM. San Migued, Minister for Porelen. 


a Affairs at Madrid, to M. de Colomb, dated November 15, 1822. 


THE Goyernment of His Majesty. has received. with gratitude, but withs 


out surprise, the. verbal]. communication, purporting that the Cabinet of His. 


Britannick. Majesty, respecting the independence and the political. Institutions. 


adopted by the [Spanish] Nation, is determined not to interfere in ‘our domes- 
tick affairs. | | : Ss | 
Nothing else could:be, expected. from. the Government of «Nation which 
like the British, knows its, rights and. the p 
Law ; and it is only to be wondered at, that 


ad « . 


deserves. ~’ 


The ties of intimate ard, the, principles of mutual Convenience. and: the 


analogy of the respective Institutions which exist in Spain-and in England,—. 


rimordial principles. of Public: 
. that If, should not think it expediant- 
tq give to.a Declaration of such. obvioys. justice, the solemnity whieh. it 
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do they not positively entitle the former, overwhelmed with difficulties, to 
expect from the latter, whose political Influence is of the greatest weight, 
something more than simple and abstract justice,—something more than a 
passive respect ter universal Laws, than a cold and insensible Neutrality ? 
And if some tender Interest, such as befits {wo Nations in similar circum- 
stances, exists in the Court of London, how is it that it does not manifest 
itself in visible acts of:fricndly interposition to save Its Ally from evils, in 
which humanity, wisdom and even cautious and provident State Policy will 
sympathize ¢ bf how’ is it that (if these benevolent acts exist) they are not 
communicated to the Cabinet of Hjs Catholick Majesty ? 

The acts to which I allude, would in no wise compromise the most strictly 
conceived system of Neutrality. Good Offices, Counsels, the reflections of 
one friend in favqur of another, do not place a nation in concert of attack or 
defence with another,—do not expose it to the enmity of the opposite Party, 
even if they do not deserve its gratitude ;—-they are not (in a word) efféctive 
Aid, Troops, Arms, Subsidies, which augment the force of one of the contend- 
ing Parties. It is of reason only that we are speaking, and it is with the pen 
of conciliation that a Power, situated like Great Britain, might support aka 


1 


sacresy ? T ey da-not appear to an ordiuary penetratiop. a 
Nevertheless, ‘jn such uneettatyty of what She fas to thank the British 


the least intervention in Its internal é¢oncérns, nor éxecute gn -Aét which hay. 
caempromise im the Icast the free exercise of Nationa? Qovercignty, aes 

hen once you shalt have communicated these frank Dettarations to thé. 
Right Honourable George Canning, his Excellency cannot do Jess than fipd' 
them worthy of big flattering concurrence, as well in substance'as' in fords, ahd. 
anst. cerrespond cordially with the'spirit which has dictated then ; and rt will. _ 
be sufficient that you should terminate your discourse, by reminding his Ex-... 
colency that.S in has been almost always, in Her poljticat relations, the Vic-: 
tim of Her Probity and Good Faith; that Her friendship has been, and: is: 
ugefy! to other Nations, and sincere under every trial; that the Govériimept of. 
His Majesty. is desircus to preserve the friendly ties which exist between Spain: 
and England, but without the diminution, without the dégradation of Its dig- 
nity, and thaf, if it has to struggle with the embarrassments that result from — 
Iis immense progressive losses, the Spanish People always possesses subhimity,._ 
of sentiment to conduct Itself with honour, strength of character to support 
Its calamities, and ¢ nstancy of" resotution to inaintain Itse?f in spite of thd. 
last sacrifices, in the Post which belongs to Her in Europe. 
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‘No. 8. 


~The Duke af Wellington to Mr. Secretary Canning —Received 
| pS -. December 1}. : , 


. (Extract.) - eae et Paris, December, 9, 1822, 
_T ARRIVED here this afternoon, and received your Despatch of the 6th 


lnst. | | 
I have since had an interview with M. de Villéle; and I have the ‘pleasure 
to inform you, that he has sent a Messenger to Verona with orders to the 
French Ministers at that place, to express the desire of the French Govern- 
ment, that the transmission of the Despatches to Madrid should ‘be sus- . 


pended. 
No. 9. 
_ Mr, Secretary Canning to the Duke of Wellington. 
au (Extract.) |  - Foreign: Office, December 13, 1892. -; 


the King. | a ie ee - 2 
the step. taken by .M. de Villéle, in referring back to Verona the const- 
'deration of the Despatches proposed to be sent, by the three Continental 
Courts to their several Ministers at Madrid, with a view of inducing the three 
_ Courts td.suspend the transmission of those Despatches, undoubtedly con- 
" 6tituted a Case (wholly unforeseen when the last instructions of your Govern- 
“nient were framed) which made it expedient to suspend, on your Grace's 
part, the offer to the French Government, of His Majesty’s Mediation with 
“Spain, | | : ee re ee 
Upon a full review, however, of the situation in which we stand towards 
‘both those Powers, and towards the other members of the Alliance, and upon 
‘an anxious consideration of the several issues to which the question of Peace 
or War may come,—all those of His Majesty’s Servants, whom I have been 
able to consult, are of opinion, that it is highly material, for the clear and 
perfect discharge of the duty of the British Government, in a question’ so 
deeply affecting the interests uot only of the Powers immediately con- 
cerned, but of the World, that your Grace should not leave Paris, with- 
out having placed in the hands of the French Government the eventual offer 
of His Majesty’s Mediation. Oo re coat 


4, te, ‘ . ie, Fs 7 ( eater 4 . oot ae ee a ae ' mes ’ ° v4 
“YOUR Grace’s Despatches of Tuesday have been reccived and Taid befo — 


No. 10. 


Lhe Duke of Wellington to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Receiwved December 22. 


(Extract) Paris, December 17, 1822. 


I WAITED upon Monsicur de Montmorency this day, and presented to 
lim the Note of which I inclose a copy. 


~ ate Se 
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(Inclosure in No. 10.) 
The Duke of Wellington to M. de Montmorency. 


Paris, December 17, 1822. 


THE Undersigned, His Britannic Majesty’s Plenipotentiary, has explained 
and recorded, in the Conferences of Verona, the sentiments of his Govern- 
ment upon the present critical state of affairs between France and Spain; and 
the earnest solicitude of the King his Master, to avert a War of which no 
human foresight can calculate the consequences. | 

-Upon his arrival. at Paris, The Undersigned found instructions from his 
Government, to offer to his Most Christian Majesty the Mediation of the 
King his Master, before the decisive step should have been taken, of trans- 
mittmg-to Madrid the Despatches written at Verona. 

The Undersigned rejoiced at the delay which had been interposed to the 
transmission of those Despatches to Madrid, by the reference to Verona ; and 
his Government have learnt, with the liveliest satisfaction, the determination 
of the French Government to reeonsider a measure which the Undersigned 
had so anxiously deprecated. | 

It is the sincere hope of His Majesty, that this salutary reconsideration 


aes 


may prevent recourse to arms. But, as the issue of the reference to Verona | 


may still be doubtful, the Undersigned is instructed to declare, that, if the 
answer to that reference should not be such as to preclude all danger of hosti- 
lities, His Majesty will be ready to accept the Office of Mediator between the 
¥rénch and Spanish Governments ; and to employ his most strenyous endea- 
vours for the adjustment of their differences, and for the preservation of the 
Peace of the World. : 
The Undersigned, &c. 7 
(Signed) WELLINGTON, 


ae oe No. I11. 


Note de M. le Duc de Mositmorency & M. le Due de. Wellington, en date de 
ss “Paris, le 26me Deécembre 1822, - ~ 


LE..Soussigné, Ministre des Affaires Etrangeéres, a regu et mts sous les. 
yeux du Roi, la Note que Son Excellence Monsieur fe Duc de Wellington Jui 
a fait Vhouneur de lui adresser le 17 de ce mois. 

Sa Majesté a aprécié les sentimens qui ont porté le Roi d'Angleterre a lui 

-offrir sa Médiation pour prévenir une rupture entre Elle et le Gouvernement 
Espagnol. Mais Elle a di reconnoitre que la situation de la France 4 Pégard 
de l’Espagne, n’était pas telle qu’il y eut licu d’etabhir une Médiation entre 


les deux Cours. En effét il n’existe entre Elles aucun différent, aucun point 


particulier de discussion, dont ’'accommodement pit rétablir leurs rélations 
sur le picd ow elles devraient etre. L’Espagne, par ja nature de sa Révalu~ 


tion, par les circonstances qui l'ont suivie, a excité l’inquiétude de plusieurs 


randes Puissances: L’Angleterre I’a partagée cette inquiétude: car dés 1820 
lle prévoyait des Cas ot: l'on ne pourrait conserver avec I’Espagne des rap- 


ports de bonne intelligence et de paix. . 
La France est plus intéressée que toute autre Puissance, aux événemens 


qui pourront résulter de la situation actuelle de cette Monarchie. Mais ce ne 


‘ 


- | | i4 


sont point ses intéréts seuls qui sont compromis et qu’Elle peut avoir en vue 
dans la circonstance présente ; ce sont ceux du repos de l'Europe, et du main- 
tien des principes qui le garantissent. - 

Monsieur le Duc de Wellington sait que tel a été le sentiment qui a dicté 
la conduite de la France 4 Vérone, et que les Cours qui y ont donné leur 
adhésion, ont régardé tes conséquences de la Révolution et de l'état actuel de 
Espagne, comme Icur étant communes ;—qu’elles n'ont pas eu l'idée que ce 
fut entre la France’ et |’Espagne seulement, qu'il y eut a régler les difficultés 
présentes ;—qu’elles ont pensé qu’ll s’agissait d'une question toute Européenne ; 
et qué c’est en conséquence de cette opinion, qu’ont été concues et praposées | 
les démarches qui devaient avoir pour‘but, d’amener, s'il est possible, une 

mélioration dans [état d’un. pays, si digne de Pintérét de Europe; démarches. 
ont le succés eut été complétement assuré, si Angleterre eut cri pouvoir y 
concourir. | 7 

Sa Majesté trés-Chrétienne, qui a di péser marement ces considérations, e 
donc pensé qu’Ele ne pouvait acceptcr 1a Médiation que Sa Majesté Britan- 
nique a bien voulu lui proposer. Elle trouve toutefois avec plaisir dans cette | 
ee eas un gage nouveau des dispositions conciliantes du Gouvernement 

nglais; et Elle pense que, dans ces dispositions, 11 peut rendre d’éminens | 
services 4 J'Europe en faisant aussi passer aa Gouvernement Espagnol des 
conseils qui, les amenant a des idées plus calmes, pouvaient influer heureuse- 
ment sur. sa position intérieure. Sa Majesté apprendrait avec la plus vive 
satisfaction le succés de ses efforts. Elle y verrait an gage d’espéranee pour 
la consérvation d'une Paix dont les Gouvernement ét-les peuples de 1? Europe 


doivent sentir vivement tout le prix. 
—— Le Soussigné, &e : 
| (Signé) MONTMORENCY.. 


- aad 
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(Translation of No. 11.) 


WVote from the Duke of Montmorency to the Duke of Wellington, dated 
Paris the 26th December \822. 


THE Undersigned Minister for Foreign Affairs has received and laid before 
the King, the Note which his Excellency the Duke of Wellington did him 
the ‘honour to address to him on: the 17th of this month, eS ee 

His Majesty has appreciated the sentiments which have induced the King. 
of England to offer his Mediation to His Majesty, in order to prevent a rup- 
ture between Him and the Spariish-Government. -But His Majesty could not 
but feel that the situation of France with ‘regard: to oe ‘was-mot of a-nature 
to eall for a Mediation between the two Courts.. In ‘fact, -there- exists. nfo 


‘difference between them, no specifick poiht’of discussion,’ by: the-ezrangement 


of which their relations might be placed ‘on the footing ‘on-whictr they ought 
to stand. - i ‘the nature of her Revolution, and by the-circumstances 
with which it: 4 en attended has excited the apprehensions of sevesat great 
Powers... England participated in these apprehensions ; for-eveir in the ycar 
1820, She foresaw cases, in which it'would be impossible to preserve with - 


_ Spain relations of Peace, ‘and good Understanding. 


France is more: interested:'‘than any other Power in the events which may 
result from .the-actual situation of that Monarchy. But it is‘not Her‘own 
interests alone which are compromised, and which She must keep in view in 
the present..circumstances :—the repose of Europe, and thé maintenance of 
those principles:hy which jt ts.guaranteed, areinvolved. © - : ‘ 
_ The Duke of Wellington knows that these ‘are the sentiments which dictated 
the conduct of France at Verona; and that ‘fhe Courts which agreed‘ in them 
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(/Ewxope must be aifectéd by’ the hastile collision of Mrance.g 
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regaided the consequences of the Revolution, and of the actual state of Spain 


as being common to them all; that they never entertained the idea that it | 
was hetween France and.Spain alone that the existing difficulties needed to - 


be arranged ; that they considered the question to be “ wholly European ;” 
and that it is in consequences of this opinion, that the measures which had 
for their object the bringing about if possible, an amelioration in the state 
of a Country so highly interesting to Europe, were conceived and proposed ; 


—measures, the success of which would have beea completely secured, if | 


a oagy had thought She could concur in them. | 


His Britannick Majesty has been pleased to propose to Him. He sees, how- 
ever, with pleasure in this proposjtion, a new pledge of the conciliatory dispo- 
sition of the English Government; and He thinks that with such feelings 
that Government may-render pssential service to Europe, by offering in th 
like manner to the Government of Spain, advice, which by jeading them to 


is Most Christian Majesty, who was bound to weigh these considerations: 
maturely, has therefore thought that He could not yt the Mediation that 


bf 
e: 


entertain more calm views, might produce a happy influence on the internal 


situation of that Country. . _ | | Se 
His Majesty would learn,-with the. liveliest satisfaction, the success of such 
efferts. He would see.1m it a firm ground to hope for the preservation at a 
Peace, of the great value of which, the Governments and the People of Europg 
cannot but be deeply sensible. - | 
The Undersi a e 


rly embraces the opportunity of cipeeedss to his 


Excellency the Duke of Wellington the assurances of his high consideration, 


+ The Undersigned .&c. 


/.. (Signed) | MONTMORENCY, | 
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| Mr. Secretary Canning to the Vieomte de Maroollus. hig Hee 


Foreign Office, Janwary 10, 1833. 


signed, Hits Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreiga 
ceived. from: the Duke of Wellington, late His Majesty’s Plenipo- 
tentiary at the Congress-of Verona, and has.laid before the King his Master 
thé snswer of.the Minister for Foreign Affairs of His Most Christian Majesty, 
to the.Qfficial Note in which ‘the Duke uf Wellington, on his return from 
Verona, tendered to the French Government the Mediation of the King, for 
the adjustment of differences between France and Spain. Bo 
The Undersigned is commanded to address to M. de Marcellus, Chargé 
al’ Affaires of Fis Most Christian Majesty, the oe observations on the 
Note of His Excetleney the Duke de Montmorency, to be transmitted by M. 
de Marcellus to-his:Court. Biss, casa tiie po ec ree 
The.King has seen with pleasure, that His Most Christian Majesty does jus- 
|tiee to the sentiments which dictated.the offer of His Majesty’s Mediation: and 
although the view which is taken in M. de Montmorency’s Note, of the nature 
of the-differences ‘between the French and Spanish Governments, has indyced 
His Most Christian Majesty to'decline that Mediation, the King will not the 
.less-anxjously. employ, in every way that is yet open to Him, those “ concili- 
_atory, dispositions” for wHi¢h ‘His Most‘Cliristian Majesty gives: Him credit, to 
‘bring about-a state of things fess ‘itidnacing to-the poace ot: Burope, than that 
which is cxhibited m the ‘present position of those:two. Goverh ments towards 
each other. 


Phe British *Cubinet hal-nét to'fearn how fearfully the. tranquillity of all 
Ne pai...... C - 


soe ee 
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cordingly, in the Duke of Wellington’s Official Note, the “ adjustment” of : 
the supposed “ differences between the Frenclr and Spanish: Governments,” | 
was stated as auxiliary to “ the preservation of the Peace of the World.”: But 
the British Cabinet certainly did not understand the Questions brought for- 
ward at Verona, by the Plenipotentiary of His Most Christian Majesty, with 
respect to the actual situation and possible conduct of Spain, to be Questions 
in which the concern of France was so little distinguishable from that of other 
Powers, as the Duke de Montimorency’s note represents it. ee 
The Plenipotentiary of the King of France solicited from His Most Christian 
Majcsty’s Allics a declaration : | 
- Ist. Whether, if France should find herself obliged to recall her Minister: 
from Madrid, and‘to break off all diplomatick relations with Spain, they would 
be disposed to take the like measure, and to recal their several Legations ¢.” 
' 2d. If war should break out between France and Spain, in what form,. and 
by what acts, would they afford to France that moral support, which would 
give to her proceedings the whole force of the Alliance, and would inspire a 
salutary fear into the revolutionists of all countries ¢ ) 
3d. What were the intentions of the several Powers, both as to the substance 
and the form of the direct assistance which they would be disposed to give to 
France, in a Case in which, upon her demand, their active intervention should: 
become necessary ? : 3 | oe 
France, therefore, originated the discussions upon Spanish affairs at Verona ;, 
and the answers of the three Continental Members of the Alliance were ad- 
dressed to the cases supposed, ‘and to the support demanded, by France. __ 
In common with the three Continental Powers,-the Plenipotentiary. of His 
Majesty considered the Question of Peace or War with Spain, a3 a Question 
peculiarly French. In his answer (given in simultaneously with those of the 
three Continental Powers) to the queries of the French Plenipotentiary, and in 
all the discussions which followed thereupon, the Duke of Wellington uni- 
formly alleged, as one of his reasons for not assenting to the propositions of 
M. de Montmorency, the ignorance of the British Government as to the an- 
tecedent transactions and communications (during the last two years) between 
the Governments of France and Spain. 
_ No objection was stated by the Duke of Wellington, on the part of the King 
‘his Master, to the precautionary measures of France, within her own frontier ; 
‘measures which the right of self-defence plainly authorized, not only against 
the danger of contagious disease. (in which they professedly originated, and to 
‘which till the month of September they were exclusively ascribed), but against 
those inconveniences which might possibly arise to France trem civil contest 
in a country separated from France only by a‘conventional line of demarcation ; 
= Sa the moral infection of ee intrigue, and agaigst the violation of 
French Territory by occasional military incursions. But it appeared to His 
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary at Verona to be necessary and just, that, before he 
was called upon to promise eventually the support of his Government to mea- 
sures on the part of France which were likely to lead to War with Spain, op- 
portunity should have been allowed to bis Government to examine the grounds 
of those measures ;—that the cause of offence given by Spain to France should 
have been specifically defined. = 
It was therefore impossible for His Majesty’s Plenipotentiary to ‘ concur” 
in the decisions of Verona. | 


_ It remains for the U ndersigned to advert to that part of the French Official 
Note, which appears to insinuate a reproach against this Country, as if she had 
abandoned at Verona, opinions i 4 she had formerly declared with respect 
“to tlre affairs of Spain. | _ oo 
- © England,” it is said, “ partook in 1820 of the inquietude which the Re- 
“ volution in Spain occasioned to many great Powers; She foresaw (Cases in 
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< which it might be imposaible to preserve with Spain the relations. of good 
id el peace.” - | . >: a 
_ The Undersigned must be-permitted to say, that though questions were in- 


| \ those precincts by the proyo- 
cation of foreign attack, might find perhaps in other Countries fresh alimen f 


. eee 


the consequences of which no human foresight can calculate. 
: + The Undersigned, &c. ae | 

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
No 13. 


The F iscount de Chateaubriand to Mr. Secretary Canning.— Received 
| | January 27. | | oe 


_ Paris, January 23, 1823. 


L.E Soussigné, Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres de Sa Majesté Trés Chré- 
tienne, a mis sous les yeux di Roi, la note en date du 10 de ce mois, qlie Son 
‘Excelletwée Monsieur le Principal Sccrétaire d‘Etat des Affaires Etrangéres de 
Sa Majesté Britannique, avoit adressée a M. le Vicomts de Marcellus. - Iba 
‘reca Pordre de faire 4 Son Excellence la communication suivante. Pa 

e cabinet de Sa Majesté Britannique tomberait dans une grave erreur, s'il 
“pensait que ta France a présenté an Congrés de Vérone, fa Question d’Espagne 
comme ayant pour Elle un intérét entiérement séparé de celui des Puissanees 
Alliés ; que. des-tors Elle se trouve en. Sp eae quand, dans Sa réponse a 
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Ja proposition de Mediation faite par l’Angleterre, Elle établit que cette Ques- 
tion est ‘‘ out Européenne | | 

La France, depuis les transactions d’Aix la Chapelle, est étroitement unie 
aux Cours, qui, par leurs efforts, ont rétabli la ee sur le Continent. Pénétrée 
de la sainteté des ‘Traités, elle accomplira les devoirs qu’ils luiimposent. Un 
de ces devoirs de la France, était de faire connaitre 4 Ses Alliés les motifs qui 
lavaient forcée & établir une Armée d’Observation sur une de ses frontiéres ; et 
de leur expliquer ses inquiétudes, sur un avenir dont il était aisé de calculer 
Jes chances. Dans la position ott les troubles de I’Espagne Tavaient placée, la 
plus simple prévoyance Vobligeait de s’enquérir du parti que prendraient les 
Puissances au cas que la guerre devint inévitable. Cette marche, qu’indiquai- 
ent le bon sens et Jaraison, dut étre suivie nécessairement par le Duc Matthieu 
de Montmorency a Vérone. Les Souverains pensérent (et le Gouvernement 
Francois partagea leur opinion) qu'il y avait peril imminent pour la société 
dans cette anarchie militaire de I’Espagne, ot se trouvaient reproduits ces prin-- 
cipes, qui, pendant trentes années, ont fait les malheurs de "Europe. De ces 
conferences générales, sortirent naturellement des Questions particuliéres ; et 
l’on spécialisa des Cas qui étaient d’abord enveloppés dans les intéréts communs. 

Le résultat de ces communications loyales fut que la France se trouva en 
mesure d’agir séparément dans une cause qui lui était comme appropriée, sans 
toutefois isoler sa politique de celle de Ses Alliés ; de sorte que, selon la maniére 
dont on était frappé, on a pu dire, sans contradiction, que la Question de 
_ PEspayne était a la fois “‘ toute Francaise ct toute Européenne.” ‘ 
Le Soussigné, se flattant d’avoir suthsammemt répondu a la premiére objec- 
_ tion du Ministre Secrétaire d’Etat des Affaires Etrangéres de Sa Majesté Bri- 

tannique, passe 4 l’examen d’un autre point. | 

‘Le Cabinet des Tuileries n’a point oublié, que le principal motif allégué par 
__ Sa Grace le Duc de Wellington a Vérone, pour ne point s’expliquer sur le 
casus federis, était Vignorance ot se trouvait son Gouvernement des transac- 
_ tions qui avaient cu licu entre la France ct Espagne, depuis 1820 jusqu’en 


1922. Cette objection fat écartée au Congrés, comme elle le sera ici, par la 


" seule observation, que les griefs dont la France pouvait avoir a se plaindre, au 
sujet de Ja Révoluticn d’Espagne, étaient malhcureusement de notoriété pub- 
__ Jique; et -c’est.ce que le Soussigné aura occasion de développer dans la suite 
” de‘cette note. | - a tae 
_ Le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres de Sa Majesté Britannique, répondant 
une observation contenue dans la note.de M. le Duc de Montmorency, en 
date du 24 Décembre, annonce que le Cabinet de St. James n’a jamais reconnu 
un cas @intervention dans les affaires de Espagne ; et qu’ainsi il a pu refuser 
‘de se lier pour l'avenir, en émettant une opinion sur des événemens condition- 
nels et incertains. Le Soussigné croit cependant avoir des motifs de ne pas. 
douter, que, dans un Mémoire rédigé par le Cabinet de Londres, en réponse 
a une dépéche de la Cour de Russic, et communiqué le 17 Mai, 1820, par Sir 
Charles Stuart au Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres de France, se trouvait 
énoncée lepinion qu’on aurait le droit de se méler des affaires d’Espaene ; 
1¢ Si ’éxaltation de ceux qui dirigent les affaires, les portait A une aggression 
contre une autre Puissance. 2°Si I'Espagne cherchoit a s’emparer du Portu- 
_ gal, ou opérer une réunion des deux Etats. Cette opinion du Cabinet Bri- 
tannique parut alors aussi conforme aux intéréts généraux de I'Europe, qu’ des 
intéréts particuliers, dont 11 est permis 4 tout Gouvernement de ne pas aban- 
donner le soin. | : : - i eee eee en 
Le Soussigné regrette de ne pouvoir partager l’opinion du Principal Secrétaire 
d’Etat des Affaires Mtrangeres de Sa Majeste Britannigue, sur le peu de-danger 
. dont Ja révolution-d’Espagne est pour les divers pays de.|’"Kurope, L’état de 
Ja civilisation woderne, mét un peuple en communication avec tous les autres 
peuples, quelque soit @ailleurs son isolement géographique. La.France sur- ° 
tout, seul pays dont la frontiére touche a celle de l’Espagne, souffre considéra- 
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blement des troubles qui agitent le Royaume de Ferdinand. Une Révolution 
qui semble avoir pris pour modeéle celle dont les traces ne sont point encore 
effacées, reveille et remue, dan le sein de la France, une foule de passions et de 
souvenirs. Qn a les preuves les plus multipli¢es, que les révolutionnaires de 
I’Espagne et ceux de la France sont en rélations intimes. Dans toutes les con- 
spirations militatres, jugées par les tribunaux Francais, on a constamment 
retrouvé le nom et l’espérance des Cortés. Les coupables, échappeés a la justice, 
ont trouvé un asyle dans la Péninsule, of ils menacent et insultent avec impu- 
mité la Monarchie ct le Troéne des Bourbous. Des libelles écrits en Francais 
et emprimés en Espagne, sont jettés dans !’Armée d’Observation pour la cor- 
rompre;- et jusques dans les journaux Anglais, le Gouvernement Britannique a 
pa voir que l’on provoquait, au nom de Espagne, nos Soldats a la révolte. 
Ces faits ont été implicitement reconnus par Sa Grace le Duc de Wellington, 
lorsque, dans ses Notes Diplomatiques, il a donné son approbation a létablis- 
sement de l’Armée d’Observation. La Note méme, a laquelle le Soussigné a 
Yhonneur de répondre en ce moment, confirme tout ce qu'il avance ici, en rap- 
portant ces expressions du noble Duc: ‘‘ Le Duc de Wellington n’a point 
«+ établi d’objection, au nom du Roi son maitre, contre les mesures de précaution 
“© prises par la France sur ses propres frontiéres, lorsque ces mesures étaient 
“© évidemment autorisées par le droit de sa propre défense, non seulement con- 
_ © tre les dangers sanitaires, mais encore la contagion morale des intrigues poli- 
“ tiques; enfin contre Ja violation du territoire Francais par des excursions 
‘«< militaires fortuites.” Cet aveu est remarquable: et d'ailleurs le Piémont, le 
Royaume des deux Niciles, ne se sont ils pas soulevés au nom des Cortes? . Et _ 
faudrait ild’autre preuve que la Révolution d’Espagne peut franchir les Pyrenées? 
Il est done permis a la France de se défendre contre la contagion morale : 
il lui est également nécessaire de se mettre a l'abri des dangers d’une autre 
sorte, puisque le territoire Frangais a été violé trois fois par les Troupes Con- 
stitutionnelles de I'Espagne. Que Ja France, inquietée dans son intérieur, et 
armée sur ses frontiéres pour sa défense, ait un besoin impérieux de sortir 
d'une position si pénible pour elle, c’est ce qu’on ne peut s'empécher de recon- 
naitre. Comme le Gouvernement Britannique, elle désire sincérement la paix. 
Elle n’eut pas balancé, de concert avec Ses Alliés, 4 accepter la médiation de 
l’Angleterre, s'il s’était agi de discuter des intérets matériels ; mais on ne peut 
établir une base de négociation sur des théories politiques, et un arbitrage sur 
des principes. a i aa 
_ Pour la meme raison, la France n’a pu adopter la proposition que M. de San 
Miguel a faite, le 12me de ce mois, au Ministre de la Grande Bretagne pres la 
Cour de Madrid, afin de l’engager 4 ntervenir dans les affaires du Gouverne- 
ment Frangais et du Gouvernement Espagnol :—intervention au moins inutile, 
puisqu’il parait qu'elle n’aurait eu pour objet que des mesures rélatives af Armée 
d’Observation.. Si le Cabinet de Madrid est de borine foi dans ses communi- 
cations, a-t-il besoin d’intermédiaire pour les faire parvenir an Cabinet des 
Tuileries? Cclui-ci ne craint pas de s’expliquer ; derniérement encore, il a fait 
connoitre les conditions raisonnables, au moyen des-quelles on pourrait arriver 
i une prompte conciliation. Le Comte de la Garde a regu l'ordre de faire part 
-confidentiellement 4 Sir William & Court, des intentions bienvicllantes du Roi. 
‘Sa Majesté Trés Chrétienne démande que Sa Majesté Catholique puisse ap- 
porter, Elle-méme et de Sa propre autorité, les medifications nécessaires aux 
" institutions qui ont été imposées par la révolte de quelques soldats, a Ja Con- 
‘ronne d’Espagne. A cette concession libre des institutions rectifiées par le Roi 
) - Ferdinand, le Roi de France pense qu'il serait bon d’ajoutcr une amnestie pleine — 
et entiére, pour tout acte politique fait depuis 1822, jusqu’au jour de promul- 
pation de la Concession Rovale. Ainsi disparaitrait de la Constitution Es- 
| yagnole, lé vice de fond et de torme, qui met en péril toutes les Monarchies ° 
gitimes. Le Soussigné ose ¢roire que des propositions si justes et si modé- 
s<es obtiendront l’asscntiment de tous les Cabinets de l'Europe, — 
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Le-Gouvernement Francais ayant fait, au-désir d’éviter la guerre, tous les 
- genres de sacrifice; ayant peut-¢tre trop longtems lutté contre T’opinion pablique, 
soulevée par les provocations de l"Espagne,-le Gouvernement Francais est arrivé 
A cette derniére limite de concessions, qu’aucun Pouvoir qui se respecte, ne peut 
impunément dépasser.. Blessée dans ses intéréts essentiels, la Trance ne peut 
plus termner Jes yeux:sur les dangers qui La menaceut, sans cesser de faire les 
‘vogux Jes plus ardents pour Ja paix. Elle a déja-pris, et continuera de prendre, 
‘Jes mesures propres.4 mettre fin a un état dincertitude qui compromét a la fois 
Sa suréte, sa ee et Sa dignité. Quelque soit l’événement, la France 
‘aimera toujours.d compter sur les Bons Offices dont le Gouvernement Anglais 
veut bien Jui ‘renouveller la proposition. Elle mettra Klle-méme tous ses soins 
4 resserrer les liens qui unissent si heureusement les deux Monarchies et les 


deux Peuples. 
BO (Signé) CHATEAUBRIAND. 


( Translation of No. 13.) 


The Viscount de Chateaubriand to Mr. Secretary Canning.— Received 
. | | January 27. | 


Paris, January 23, 1823. 


_ THE Undersigned Minister for Foreign Affairs, of His Most Christian Ma- 
jesty, has laid before the King, the Note, dated the 10th of this Mouth, which 
This Excellency, the eee Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, of His 
‘Britannick Majesty, has addressed to Viscount Marcellus. | 

He thas been commanded to make the following communication to his Ex- 
wellency. ©” | 7 oe | 

The Cabinet of His Britarnick Majesty would fall into a serous error, if it 
tmagined that France had represented -to the Congress of Verona, the question 
of Spain, as having for her an interest entirely separate from that of the Allied 
Powers ;—that, consequently She is inconsistent when, in Her answer to the 
proposition of Mediation made by England, She maintains that that question 
as “* wholly European.” | _ a a 
_ France, since the transactions of Aix-la-Chapelle, is closely united with the 
Courts, who, by their efforts, have re-established Peace upon the Continent. . 
‘Deeply impressed with the sacred obligation of Treaties, She will fulfil tke 
duties which they impose upon Her :—Qne of the duties thus required of 
‘France was, to make Enowi to Her Allies, the motives which had compelled 
‘Her to establish an Army of Observation on one of Her frontiers, and to ex- 
‘plain her uneasiness on approaching events, of which it was casy to calculate 
the chances. In the position in which the agitations in Spain had placed 
Her, common prudence required that She should make Herself acquainted 
‘with the part which the Allied Powers would take, in the event of War be- 
‘coming inevitable. | a ; 

This line of conduct, which good sense and reason pointed out, the Duke 
de Montmorency was bound to follow at Verona. ‘The Sovereigns were. of 
opinion (in which the French Government coincided.) that there wes immi- 
nent danger to society, in that military Anarchy in Spain, in which those. prin--. 
ciples were put forth anew, which, ‘during thirty years, had occasioned the 
misfortunes of Europe. From these general conferences, particular ques- 
tions naturally arose; and cases which were originally involved in the ge- 


neral interests, became the subject of specifick discussion. i 
The result of these frank communications was, that France .found Herself 
placed ina position to act separately in a caose which was, as.it were, appros 
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priated to.Her, without, ho:vever, separating Ter policy from that. of. Her 
Allies; -so that,-aceprding to the impression which the. case conveyed, it 
might: be said, without fcar of contradiction, that. the questian respecting 
‘Spain was at once “zehol/ly French, and wholly. European.” - ae 

The Undersigned, fiattermg himself that he lias given a satisfactory answer 
to the first objection of Lis Britannick Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, proceeds to the consideration of another. point. 

The Cabinet of the Tuillerics have not forgotten, that the principal motive 
alleged by his Grace the Duke of Wellington at Verona, for not explaining 
‘himself upon the easus farderis, was, the ignorance of his Government of the 
transactions which had taken place between France and Spain, from 1820 to 
1822. ‘That objection was removed at the Congress, as it will be lierc, by the 
-single observation, that the grievances of which France might have to com- 

.plain,.on the subject of the Spanish Revolution, were unfortunately of publick 
notoriety ; and this is what the Undersigned will have occasion to develope in 
the course of this Note. | 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs of His Britannick Majesty, in repty to an 


‘observation contained in the Note of M. le Duc de Montimorency, dated the 
‘24th December, states, that the Cabinet of St. James’s has never admitted that 
there was a case to justify Intervention in the Affairs of Spain; and that 
therefore it might refuse to bind itself for the future by expressing an opinion 
upon contingent and uncertain events. The Undersigned thinks, however, 


that he has reasons for not doubting that.in a A/émorre drawn up by the Ca- 
binet of London, in answer to a despatch of the Court of Russia, and com- 
municated on the 17th May 1820, by Sir Charles Stuart to the French Mi- 


~ mister for Foreign Affairs, an opinion is prunounced that an interference in 


the Affairs of Spain would be justifiable,—1st. If the violence of the persons 
in power led them to an attack against any other States: .2d. If Spain at- 
tempted to possess: Herself of Portugal, or to affect a re-union of the Two: 
States.—This opimon of the British Cabinet appeared at the time as con- 
formable with the general interests of Europe, as with particular Interests, 
to the care of which every Government has an aeknowledged right to attend. 
- The Undersigned: regrets that he cannot coincide in opinion with His Bri- 
tannick Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Forcign Affairs, as to the 
little danger to which the Spanish Revolution exposes the other Powers of 
Europe. The state of modern civilization brings one nation into communica- 
tion with all others, however completely it may be insulated by geographical 
position. France especially, the only Country whose frontier touches that of 
Spain, suffers considerably ftom the troubles which agitate the Kingdom of 
Ferdinand.—A: Revolution which seems to have taken for its modcl, that of 
whielr the traces are not yet effaced, awakens and’ agitatcs in the ‘bosom of' 
France a host of passions and recollections.—Innumerable proofs exist that 
the’ Revolutionists of Spain and of France are in close connection; in all the 
military conspiracies tried by the French Tribunals, the namic and the hope 
of the Cortes have invariably: appeared. Offenders escaped from justice have 
found ar asylam.in the Peninsula, where they menace and insult with impu- 
nity, the Monarchy. and the Throne of the Bourbons.—Libels written in 
French and printed in Spain, are scattered abroad amongst the Army of Ob- 
servation, for the purpose of corrupting it.—And even in the Inglish papers 
the British Government has seen that our soldiers were excited to revolt in 
the name of Spain.—These facts were admitted by implication by his Grece 
‘the Duke of Wellington, when, in his:diplomatick notes he extended his ap- 
ybation to the establishment of the Army of Observation. The very note 
to-which the Undersigned has now the honour to reply, confirms all that he: 
here advances, in citing the following expressiotis of the noble Duke.—‘* The 
<<‘Duke of! Wellington made no -objection in the name of the King his 


_€© Master, to the precautionary measures taken by France on her own frontiers, 
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* whilst these measures were evideatly authorized by the right of defending 
-“* Herself, not only against the dangers of infectious disease, but also against 


** the moral contagion of political intriguc ; and finally, against the violation. 
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“of the French territory by casual military incursions."—This admission is 
temarkable, and besides, did not Piedmont and the Kingdom of the ‘I'wo 
Sicilies rise in the name of the Cortes? and is any other proof required, that 
the Spanish Revolution may pass the limits of the Pyrennees? France then 
has the right to defend herself against moral contagion. It is equally neces- 
sary for Her to secure herself against dangers of another sort, since the French 
territory has beeen thrice violated by the Constitutional troops of Spain. 

That France, disquieted in her interior, and armed on her frontiers for her 
defence, should be under an imperious necessity to escape from a position: so 
paul to Her, is what it is impossible not to acknowledge. Like the British 

overnment, She sincerely desires Peace. She would not have hesitated, in 
concert with her Allies, to accept the Mediation of L:ngland, if the discussion 
ot specifick Interest were in question ; but it is impossible to establish a basis 
of negotiation upon political theories, and of arbitration upon principles. 

For the same reason France could not accede to the proposal which M. de 
San Miguel made on the-12th of this month, to the Minister of Great Britain 
at the Court of Madrid, in order to engage that Power to interfere in the 
Affairs of the French and Spanish Governments—an intervention useless, at 
the least, since it appears that it would have no other object than measures 
relative to the Army of Observation. | 

If the Cabinet of Madrid is sincere in 1ts communicauons, does it need an 
intermediate channel to transmit them to the Cabinet of the Tuilleries 2. 
The latter does not fear to explain itself. Even recently It has made known 
the reasonable conditions, by means of which a speedy reconciliation migbt 
be effected. , | 

_ The Comte de la Garde has received orders to communicate confidentially 
to Sir William A’Court the King’s benevolent intentions. His Most 
Christian Majesty demands, that His Catholick Majesty should, of Himself, 
and by His own Authority, apply the necessary Modifications to the Institu- 
tions which have becn imposed on the Crown of Spain by the revolt of a few 
soldiers. : 

To this free Concession by King Ferdinand, of the corrected Institutions, 
the King of France thinks that it would be proper to add, a full and complete 
Amnesty, for all political Acts committed from 1822, up to the day of pro- 
mulgating the Royal Concession.—Thus would disappear from the Spanish 
Constitution, the defects, in substance and in form, which endanger all legi-. 
timate Monarchies. The Undersigned fcels persuaded, that propositions so 
just and so moderate will obtain the concurrence of all the Cabinets of 
Europe. | | 

The French Government having made every sort of sacrifice to the desire 
of avoiding War; having struggled, perhaps, too long, against publick opinion, 


roused by the Provocations of Spain,—has at length reached that last limit of. . 


Concession which no Power, that respects itself, can with impunity over-step. 
Injured in Her essential Interests, France, without ceasing to offer the most 
ardent prayers for Peace, can no longer shut Her eyes to the dangers which: 
threaten Her. She has already taken, and She will continue to take, the. 
measures best calculated for putung an end to a state of uncertainty, witich 
compromises alike her Safety, her Honour, and her Dignity. Whatever may 
be the event, France will always have pleasure in relying on the good offices: 
of which the English Government has again been pleased to renew to Her the. 
proposal. She will Herself use her utmost endeavour to draw closer the ties 
which so happily unite the Two Monarchies and the Two People... . | : 

oo 3 (Signed) CHATEAUBRIAND .. 
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No. 14, 0° 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Stuart. 


SiR, aor . Foreign Office, January 28,1823. 


SHORTLY after I had dispatched the Messenger yesterday, M. de Mar- 
cellus delivered to me the Official Answer of M.-de Chateaubriand to the 
Note addressed by me to M. de Marcellus on the 10th instant. | 

As it appears from your Excellency’s Despatch of the 24th, which also 
reached me yesterday, that M. de Chateaubriand, though he stated to your 
Excellency the substance of this Note, had not furnished you with a copy 
of it, I think it right to inclose a copy for your information. 

Upon a first consideration, Iam by no means sure that it will be neces- 
sary to reply officially to this Note of M. de Chateaubriand; since it in effect 
admits all the material propositions of the Note to which it is an answer. 

_ The Questions brought forward by France at Verona are acknowledged to 
bave been /rench Questions, in the sense in which they are in my Note des- 
eribed to have been such; that is to say, the intcrest of France is stated in 
those Questions not as distinct from the interest of Europe, but as more im- 
mediate :—and it is not denied that the refusal of His Majcaty’e Plenipoten- 
tiary to concur in the decisions of Verona, was founded on the omission by 
France to substantiate any specifick ground of complaint against the Spanish 
Government. 

In the subsequent part of M. de Chatcaubriand’s Note, while the assertion 
of my Note of the 10th instant,—that Great Britain had in 1820 declined anti< 
cipating hypothetical Cases in which it might be impossible to remain at 
peace with Spain,—is disputcd; the only two Cases which are cited in excep- 
tion to that assertion, are Cases wholly independent of the principle of inter- 
ference in the internal Concerns of other Nations. 

It is averred, that we admitted the necessity of War against Spain ; first, 
if Spain herself should be guilty of aggression against other States, and se- 
condly and specifically, if she should attempt to possess Herself of Portugal. — - 

Unyuestionably, with i aa to either of those Cases, Great Britain would | 

yan hypothetically, and as to Spain, but posi- 
tively and directly as to any Power whatever, that aggression against any of 
its neighbours would justify War ; and that aggression against Portugal would 
impose ‘upon Great Britain the duty of protecting Her Ally. 

But these admissions leave the question as to the right of interfercnce in’ 
the affairs of Spain, where it was. 

With respect to that part of M. de Chateaubrianc’s Note which describes 
the nature of the demands intended to be made by France upon Spain, and 
takes credit for the moderation of them; your Excellency will not fail to ob- 
serve, that our difference with France and the Allies throughout, 1s not as to 
the arrangements which it might be desirable to obtain from Spain, but as to 
the principle upon which France and the Allies propose to require them. 

We disclaim for ourselves, and deny for other Powers, the right of requir- 
ing any changes in the internal institutions of eee States, with the 
menace of hostile attack.in case of refusal. The moderation of such demands 
mm no degree justifies in our eyes such a mode of enforcing them; and this 
distinction it is the more important to keep steadily in view, and to impress 

upon the French Government, at a moment when, for their sake and at their 
e-sire, we are —. to Spain, in a tone of friendly counsel, alterations 


2 milar to those which France is proposing as the alternative of hostilities. 


> Your Excellency will speak in this sense to M. de Chateaubriand, when 
you acknowledge on my part the receipt of his Official Note; from the gene- 
ral tone of which, and from the friendliness of its expressions towards this 
Country, you will inform M. de Chateaubriand that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment derives the liveliest satisfaction; at the same time tbat It views with 
deep regret the tendency of that part of the Note which appears to indicate 
an expectation of hostilities with Spain. 
Iam, &c. 


(Signed). GEORGE CANNING. 


His Excellency the Rt. Hon. Sir Charles Stuart, G. C. B. 
&e. = &e. &. 
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Class B. 


PARIS AND MADRID. 


No. lL. | 
i Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir William & Court. 


! | - | Foreign Office, December 3, 1822. 
' (Extract.) | 


In order that .you may be fully informed of the manner in which the Ques- 
tion of Interference in the affairs of Spain has been treated at the Conferences 
at Verona, [ have dirzcted Copies of the principal Communications received 
from the Duke of Wellington on that question, to be prepared for you; and I 

\ herewith transmit them to you for your information. 
\ bs : : 


No. 2. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir William & Court. 
Foreign Office, December 9, 1822. 
' (Extract.) 


On the day after I had despatched my last messenger to you, M. de Colomb, 
theSpanish Chargé a’ Affaires, requested a Conference; at which he first read, 
and then delivered to me, the Extract of a Despatch from his Court, of which 
I incloge a Copy. * . 


* See the Inclosure in No. 7, of Verona and Paris Papers. 


No. 3. 
Mr. Seerctary Canning to Sir William’ & Court. 
| Foreign Office, December 9, 1822. 
_(Extract.) | 


J have received this morning, the Duke of Wellington’s final dispatches 
f prem Verona. 


~o argument will be left unemployed on the part of His Majesty, which 
31 
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may tend to allay a warlike disposition in His Most Christian Majesty’s Coun- 
cils. His Majesty’s Mediation between France and Spain, if solicited by Spain 
and accepted by France, would be gladly given and earnestly exerted, to settle 
the disputes between those Powers, and to preserve the Peace of the World. 

It Spain be disposed to solicit that Mediadion, She will entitle Herself to it, 
first, by redressing our grievances,—and secondly, by a confidential and spon- 
tancous Assurance, that His Catholic Majesty and His Family are altogether 
safe from violence. 

Upon this latter point, it is not intended that you should make any direct. 
demand to the Spanish Government. It could not properly find its place in 
» diplomatick commefHiéstion to the Minister of His Catholick Majesty. But 
M. San Miguel may be easily led to understand, how important an aid would 
be afforded to any (nterpogition of ours im behalf.of Spain, if We could accom- 
pany it with the declaration of our entire conviction, that on this point Europe 
has nothing to fear. - - : 


No. 4.. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir William. d Cours. - 
(Extract.) | Foreign Office, December \7, 1822. 


£ FRANSMPTF to you an Extract * of a Despatch which has been reeeived 
from the Duke of Wellington at Paris. 

You may confidently assure the Spanish Minister, thet ae effort has been, 
or Will be left ugtricd, on the part of His Majesty, to prevent a War against 


Spate. 7 | 
| | 4 See No. &, Verona and Paris Papers. 
No. 5. _ 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir. William & Court, . 
{Extract.) ss Foreign Office, December 28, 1823. 


} RE-DESPATCH your Messenger with the inclosed Copy of an Official 
Note * aaah to the French Governinent by the Duke of Wellington the — 
day before his departure from Paris ee ee ea 
¥ou will communicate it to M. de San Miguel; and if desired, will furnish: — 
him with a Copy of it. | ea = 


* See Jaclosure No.. 10, Verona and Paris Papers, 


No. 6. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir William @, Count. 
‘(Extract.) 7 | Foreign Office, December 29, 1823. 


SIR CHARLES STUART has transmitted the Answer of the Freach 
Government to the Official Note presented by the Duke-of Wellington, at. 
Paris. In that Answer (of which I enclose a Copy ®), the French Govern- | 


_ * See No. 12, in Verona and Parijs Papers, 
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ament, while it declines accepting the proffered Mediation of His Majesty, on 
the ground that there is no specifick point of difference, to the removal or ex- 
amare of which Mediation can be distinctly applied, expresses neverthe- 
less the pleasure with which it views the “ conciliatory dispositions” of the 
British Government, and the hope -whieh it derives from those dispositions, 
of the continuance of Peace in Europe. . 

sir C. Stuart at the same fime, reports to me, the Instructions which have 
been transmitted by the French Government to* their Minister at Madrid. 
M. de Marcellus has been with me this morning for the purpose of making, 
‘by order of his Goverament, a similar communication. oo 

As the object at Verona was to inducc us ‘to make common cause with. all ; 
‘so the object of France, since she has to a certain degree reconsidered for 
Herself the measures framed at Verona, appears to be to induce us to concur: 
in Her separate and mitigated measure. 7 fe a So 

The truth is, as you arc aware, that eur objection to joining in the mea- 
sures settied at Verona was.an objection of principle not ef degree; .an ob- 
jection not capable therefore of being overcome by a mere modification of the 
Execution of them. a. 

It would have been idle to offer our mediation to France, if we had been 
prepared to unite with Her m the conditional menace contained in the Des- 
patch which she bas now addréssed to Her Minister at Madrid,—a menace 
softened perhaps in it's. terms, and less precise as tu the conditions on whichi 
it depends than those of the other Continental Powers, but still vicious im 
principle, as at once demanding of Spain something to be done in the ar- 
rangement of Her internal concerns, and denouncing (in however compara- . 
tively distant and obsoure a. manner) War as the consequence of refusal. 

To — to M. de San Miguel upon the subject of those Instructions; 
you will disclaim sor your Government any participation in this proceeding . 
of the French Government. But you will avow the deep interest which the 
King, our Master, feels in the agitations now prevailing in Spain; His Ma- 
jesty’s anxious hope that the Spanish Governorent and Nation may avoid any - 
excess, either iu action or in language; aod His Majesty's unabated desire;. 
to employ His Good Offices, in whatever way may be mosi useful to Spam, 
for averting the daagers with which She vs threatened, and for reconciling 
Her to France and te all Europe. - | | 


& Despatch from M. de Villele to M. Lagarde, dated Paris, Dec, 25, 1823. 


No. 7. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Wilkama Court.. 


(Extract.) . Foreign Office, December 29, 1823. 
IT may be of so much use to you, in the present critical state of things, to 
have with you some person, in the Duke of Wellington’s entire confidence, 
and capable of communicating in His Grace’s name with Individuals whom 
he has personally known, and who are now'in the Spanish Government or 
Councils, that Lord Fitzroy Somerset has agreed: to undertake a journey to. 
Madrid, for the purpose of affording you such assistance. | 
He will set off in the course of next week, and will remain at Madrid’as 
long as. you think he can be useful to you. 7 
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No. 8. 


Sir William & Court to Mr. Secretary Canning. — Received January 2, 
| | 1823. | 
(Extract.) Madrid, December 24, 1822. 


; | 

MR. JACKSON is arrived, and has delivered to me your Despatches of 
the 9th ultimo. | mS 

I am now really inclined to believe that we shall come to an amicable’ 
and satisfactory termination of our discussions with the Spanish Govern-_ 
ment. | 

My conversation with M. San Miguel this morning, began by his put- 
Jing from his pocket a large roll of papers, with which, he said, he was’ 
going down immediately to the Cortes, with the view of requesting autho-~ 
rity from that Body, to settle every question at issue between England and 
Spain. | 

Ne We are sure of England, he said, and satisfied with Her Position; and - 
We hope that the Cortes will enable us to make Her satisfied with Spain.-— - 
We cannot expect Her to range herself on our side, nor to send Troops or 
Fleets to assist us; but we are persuaded that she will never assist our ene- 
mies, nor furnish them with the means of invading us. It is moreover so 
much her Interest to prevent War breaking out between us and France, that 
it is quite unnecessary to ask for her Mediation.-- There is certainly nothing 
to induce us to ask for such a Mediation at present ; but we are at sea, sur- 
rounded by dangers, and menaced by storms, and it is impossible to say that ‘ 
we may not yet require a friendly hand. But we see nothing yet to make it 
necessary for us to ask any Mediation, nor have we at present any intention. 
to solicit one.” | | 
t I have thought it adviscable, Sir, to repeat to you this conversation, that you 
may be able to draw from it your own conclusion as to the probability of our 
Mediation being solicited.---I am myself of opinion that such a step will never 
be resorted to, till every other hope has failed : aud certainly there is nothing 
in the Despatches from Paris, nor in the conversations or conduct of General 
Jua Garde, to make this Government despair of avoiding a War without our - 
Mediation. 


No. 9. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Lord Fitzroy Somerset. 


- My Lorp, Forergn Office, January 6, 1823. 


IN returning to your Lordship the AZemorandum which the Duke of Wel- 
jinzton has pat into your hands, of the points upon which it may be advantage- 
ous to the King’s service, that your Lordship should communicate cabal: 
his Grace’s sentiments to such of the persons now taking a leading part in the 
affairs of Spain, as may be likely to be influenced by a communication of this 
confidential nature, I have very little to add te the contents of the Memoran- 
dum; and that little relates rather to the mode of your acting upon jt, than 
to the substance of the paper itself. 3 : 3 | 

Important as the aid which your Lordship will bring to Sir William a 
Court must be, you will, I am sare, be aware of the absolute necessity of not 
appearing to be invested with any separate mission, which might detract in’ 
che eyes of the Spanish Ministers from that geotleman’s officjal- or personal 
authority. 


so CK) 


Your Lordship will be so good as to consult Sir William 4 Court's wishes | 
and opinions as to the occasions on which, ‘and as to the persons with whom, 
you should enter upon the topicks entrusted to your discretion ; and you will, 
report to him your several conversations, not disguising from the individuals 
with whom those conversations are licld, that you are to do so. . 

_At the same time, however, that you will be thus careful to mark your rela». 
tion to his Majesty’s established Minister, it will be essential to ayoid creating 
the impression, that the suggestions which your Lordship has to offer on the, 
part af the Duke of Wellington, as the friend and well-wisher of Spain, are- 
only in another shape demands on the part of your Government. A voluntary, 
adoption of the suggestions of the Duke of Wellington would enable us to 
ats ae for Spain with France, with an cfiect infinitely more powerful. But 
we do not, like France, demand any thiag of this sort, as the price of our for- | 
bearance to break with Spain. : 

What ts necessary to enable us to mediate for Spain with honour, is the. 
redress of tne grievances which we have against Her. But that matter is in 
Sir William 4 Court’s hands; aud is, I hope, in a train of settlement. 

With regard to the length of your stay at Madrid, I have only to refer you 
to. your ewn and Sir William a Court's joint discretion. e 

I shall hope to hear from your Lordship soon after your arrival, and as. 
often as there is a safe opportunity of writing. 

I have the honour to be. &c. oo, 
. , {Siened) GEORGE CANNING, |. 
The Right Honourable Lord Fitzroy Somerset. | 2 


id 


a | (Inclasure in No. 9.) 
“Memorandum by the Duke of Wellington for Lord Fitzroy Somerset. 


- London, January 6,° 1823. 

IT is important to make the Spaniards feel, that a King being necessary 
for the government of their Country, and a part of their system, as established 
by themselves,—it follows, as a matter of equal necessity, that the powers and 
prerogatives assigned to the King in the system, should be such as to enable 
iiim to perform lis duties, and such as, in reason, a King ought to be satisfied | 
with. | | . | 

If the situation of the King is not what it ought ts be;—if He has not the 
power to protect Himself, and those employed under Him, in the performance 
of their duty in the service of the public ; and if the King has not reason to 
be satisfied that the power allotted to Him by the law is sutlicient,—the Country 
will never be ina state of tranquillity, be the system of Government what it 
may. 

‘There will be perpetual, successive, Royalist Insurrecitions in one part of 
the Country or the other; and the King and Fiis Government will be cljcets . 
of never ceasing Jealousy and distrust. , 

The family connection between His Catholick Majesty and the King of 
France,—and the interest which the latter naturally feels for the welfare of the 
former,—will occasion a perpetual irritation between the two Countries, solorg 
as the situation of the King in Spain is not what it ought to be ;- which ic 
may be expected will, sooner or later, occasion War, and the invasion of t!:e 
aveaker Country. | 

Thus, then, those Spaniards who really desire the peace and welfare of their 
country, must look to an alteration of their Constitution, which shall have tor 
its object, to give the King the »ower of executing [lis office. TL contess that 
Ido not sec any objection to this alteration, cither in the antecedent conduct 
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of the King, or if the appréhension that His Catholick Majesty wil! abuse 
the power thus confided to Him. The King will feel the advantages of the 
position in which He shall find Himself, and will have no motive for wishing 
t6 overthrow the system established, particularly if the alteration is made in 
eoncert with Him: and, moreover, the sp‘rit of the people, and the exertions 
of taosé individuals who have prevented the existing system from being over- 
thrown, will preserve that to be established, even though the King should be 
desirous of overthrowing it, by the abuse of the power entrusted to Him. 
This will be the case particularly, if the proposed alterations of the system 
are coiicertéd with the King. Indeed, no other mode of making those altera- 
tidus can have the desired effect t as, if they are not made in concert with the 
King, his Catholick Majesty will not cordially carry into execution the system 
proposed ; and, both King and People being dissatisfied, there will still be the 
saine causes for internal disturbance and for external war as exist at present. 
Thé concert with the King 6n the alteranons must be e real one: and the 
King must bé satisfied, that the Constitution, as altered, will secure the foua- 
dations of His power over the executive Government, and will give him the 
mcans of protecting Himself, His Family, and His Servants. . 
Neither do I see any reason for deferring to make these alterations in the 
fécent transactions of Foreign Powers. ‘Those transactions are all protessedly 
defensive. France professes, by her Army of Observation, to be defensive; 
and declares that She will not pass the frontier, excepting on the occurrence 
of certain Cases. The alterations of the Constitution, on the principles pro- 
posed, would render those cases so improbable, as that the continuance of the 
Army of Observation would be an useless expense ; and there is no doubt 
that it would be immediately withdrawn. | 
~ Then, another advantage which would result from this alteration in aid of 
internal tranquillity is, that France would most probably immediately aa de 
some efficient measure to prevent the assembly of the Royalists within the 
French frontier. All Spaniards who pass the frontier, mmght be ordered to 
reside at such a distance from the frontier, as to render their intrigues or their 
aperations within the Spanish frontier nearly impossible; and thus the 
asylum given in France to persons of this description, would not be inconsistent 
With the peace and tranquillity of Spain . 7 
' -Bat this is not ‘all. ‘Phe Spaniards must see that all the sources of the 
rdosperity of their Country are nearly destroyed; and that the very foundations 
of social order and government are in a state: of risk. ‘There.is no trade, ne 


private or publick revenue : the national property cannot be sold : the interest 
of the rational debt cannot be paid; nor can ‘the army, or any of the public 
‘Servants or establishments ; and no money can be borrowed. _ 

' -Y’happen to‘know that the principal monied people in Europe, will not lead 
‘their ‘money to Spain, till they shall ‘sce a‘system prevail in that Country, 
whrich shall afford sonre Hope of the re-establishment and permanence of peace 
‘and good order. | | | , 

_, Ufall this be true—if it ‘be true, ‘besides, 'that‘the best chance that Spain has 
‘of éoming to some arrangemiént with her Colonies, is‘to be found ‘in some sct- 
.tlement of her internal dissensions and ‘distractions, ‘it is impossible that any 
feasonable Spaniard can doubt ‘that the'time:is come,’to effect those alterations, 
Which ‘the common sertsc df tearkind ‘points out'to be necessary. 
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Ng. 19. > 
_ Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir William & Court. 
Sia, «Foreign Office, January 6, 1823. 


THIS Despatch will be delivered to you by Lord Fitzroy Somerset, who 
has the goodness to undertake a journey to Madrid, (without any Official 
Character,) in the hope of being useful to you in the very difficult and com- 
plicated state of your present negotiations, through his acquaintance with some 
of the prominent characters among military and other pyblick men in Spain ; 
_ and through the knowledge which he possesses, and is known to possess, of 
~ the viewe and opinions of the Duke of Wellington. _ 

There may be those among the leadcrs of the Cortes, or in offices of the 
Executive Government, who would listen to friendly counsels, coming from a 
man to whom Spain is so deeply jndcebted as the Duke of Wellington, and to 
whom her welfare is naturally so dear, from the yery services which he has 
had the glory of rendering to her, though they might turn a deaf ear to any 
other sugyestionrs, _ ? 

- The object of England is te preserve the Peace, of which her exertions have 

preveated the immediate interruption. But it is much to be feared that Peace 
eaanot be preserved, if thiags remain in their present state, both at Madnd 
and on the frontier of Spain. © : 

France can hardly be expected to-withdraw her Army of Observation, with- 
eut some assurances from Spain, which she may plead as satisfactory. We 
ask no such assurances for ourselves, and we annex no penalty to the rctusing or 
withholding them: but it would enable us to do much, that such assurances 
should voluntarily be given to us; and perhaps they may be given less re- 
luetantly through the confidential friend of the Duke of Wellington, than di- 
rectly to yourself, even if you were authorized ofhicially to receive them. The 
mmterval is precious, and it is hoped that it may not be thrown away. 

_ ‘Tianclose to you a copy of a Letter* which I address to Lord Fitzroy Somer- 
set, and of a Memorandum with which he is furnished by the Duke of Wel- 


— | 
. Youwill see that he is to consult your jadzment as to the occasions on which, 


and the Individyals with whom, it may be expedient that he should enter into 


communication; that he will repeat to you pr ml ig in such confe- 
rences; and that the length of his stay and the time of his departure are to 
be determined with your advice. | 
| | I am, &c. : 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
The Right Hon. Sir Wm. A Court, Bart. G.C.B. 
Se. 


&c. 


#* No. 8. and Inclosure.therein. 


No. 11. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir William a Court. 


{Extract.)  -_- Foreign Office, Jan. 9, 1823. 


INCLOSED jis a ‘copy of an * Official Note which I have received the 
King’s Commands to address to the French Chargé d’Affaires in London, in 
reply to the Duke de Montmorency’s answer to the Note of the Duke of 
Wellington of the 17th ult. which tendered to the F rench Government the 
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Mediation of His Majesty for the adjustment of its differences with Spain.— 
You will communicate my Note to the Spanish Minister. 

Our position between France and Spain is strictly mediatorial, even though 
neither of the two States should (for different reasons):think fit-to avail itself 
of our formal Mediation: and though We are not invested with the office, 
We must endeavour practically to perform the dutics of it. es 

I have received the King’s Commands to signify to you His Majesty’s gra- 
cious approbation of the ability, zcal, and perseverance with which you have’ 
executed the Instructions heretofore confided to. you, with respect to the: 
Commercial and Maritime Claims of His Majesty’s Subjeets,—the settlement 
of which, after so long a course of complaint and remonstrance, will be mainly 
to be attributed to your exertions. 

The difhiculty of the task imposed upon you by the tenour of those Instruc-. 
tions, contrasted as they are with the more acseptable communications which 
you have subsequently had to make to the Spanish Government, is fully ac- 
knowledged ; and your success in reconciling two apparently opposite courses 
of conduct, and producing (as it 1s hoped you mav do) a favourable result in. 
both, will be proportionably appreciated by your Government. or 

If any thing of personal indisposition towards yourself, shall appear to: 
have been. excited in the mind of those with, whom you have had te nego- 
ciate, from the pertinacity with which you have been directed to press the: 
unpleasant topicks of your late Conferences; you will not scruple to set your-. 
self right, by throwing the whole responsibility upon your Instructions. 

It would have been very desirable indeed, if it had been proper, te qualify 
the unpleasantness of those Instructions, by accompanying them with some. 
distinct intimation of the part which the Plenipotentiary of His Majesty was, 
taking in Spanish Affairs at Verona: but such an intimation of our separate 
opinion could not be given, in fairness to the Allies, while thew deliberations: 
yet continued, and while the result of those. deliberations was undetermined 
or unknown. 2 3 

Now that the whole of our conduct is before the Spanish Government, you. 
will assuredly find no difficulty in convincing them of the. correctness of both 
parts of 1¢; in shewing them that. a determination to vindicate our rights . 
against Spain was not incompatible with a respect for Her National Inde- 
pendence; and in availing yourself of the removal of. that dissatistaction, 
which must always have tinged our intercourse with the Spanish Govern-. 
ment, while our just grievances remained unredressed, to impress upon M. de. 
Nan Miguel our desire to. prove, by our Good Offices ia Europe, how. little 
any feeling of hostility entered into the measures to which we were compelled 
to resort for the defence of our honour and our interests in America, 


* See No. 13, in Verona and Paris Papers, 


No. J2. 


Sa William & Court to Mr, Secretary Canning.—Reccived Jan. 9, 1823. 


(Extract.) Madrid, December 26, 1822. 


I SAW M. de San Miguel again this morning, who continued to speak 
iu the same friendly tone as during our last conference, and repeated his as- 
surances that every thing respecting. our claims should be arranged to our 
entire satisfaction, provided the Cortes granted him the Faculties he de- 
snanded.—This I trust will be done. 

in the course of this conference M. de Sati Migucl said, that he fully un- 
derstood our position, ‘and our friendly ‘intentions towards ‘Spain ;.. which 
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arose indeed from a conviction of our own Interests. It never could tally 
with English Policy that France should be in military: occupation of Spain. - 

He then added, that from every report which had lately reached him, he 
did not believe that-any War was likely to take place—The Congress was. 
over, and the Great Continental Sovercigns had retired to their respective. 
States, leaving every thing to France: and he had reascn to believe that 
France was by no means in those decidedly hostile intentions, which there. 
had once been reason to apprehend. “ 7 

With respect to the possibility of any future solicitation of British mcdi- 
ation, he gave me to understand that it was a Question of so delicate a na- 
ture, and necessarily so dependent upon contingencies,. that he wished, at 
present, to say nothing upon the subject. If ever such a solicitation took 
place, it would be done in the most open, frank, and unreserved manner, -by 
an official written Document, which should leave no doubt upon the mind cf 
one Party, as to the intentions of the other. 

I shall draw no inferences from this conversation, nor argue upon the pro- 
bability or non-probability of our. mediation being solicited ; as you, Sir, will 
be much better able to judge correctly of this matter, from the communi- 
cations you receive of what is passing in the Cabinet of the Tuileries. 

This Despatch will be forwarded by a Spanish Messenger who leaves Ma- 
drid for London, either this evening, or to-morrow morning. 


No. 13. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir William & Cezrt. 


 Extreet.) Foreign Office, Jan. 11, 1823. 


I WAS about to send this Messenger to you the day before yesterday, with - 
may. despatch of that date, when yours by the Spanish Messenger arrived. 
_ Its coatents, though not conclusive, are highly interesting ; and if the 
hopes which you hold out, with respect to the settlement of our Claims, are — 
realised, you will Gave rendered a great service to your Country. . 

You have judged quite correctly, in not pressing the Mediation of His 
Majesty. The refusal of the French Government puts any eee exercisc 
of it now out of the question. But, substantiaily, our Good Offices may do 
all that the most regularly accepted Mediation could have done. 

The position in which the Spanish and French Governments stand towards 
each other cannot last. Every day brings with it the hazard of an accidental 
infraction of peace on the frontiers; and the smallest such infraction might 
confound all our hopes and endeavours. “Till France shall withdraw her Ariny 
of Observation, there is no security against such hazards.—France cannot with- 
draw her army (it is fair to admit) without some cause to assign for doing 
so. The only cause to be assigned must be some satisfactory assurances re- 
ceived from Spain. Spain may be reluctant to give such assurances to France, _ 
uader the apparent influence of a menace. But she may confide them to Us, 
who neither require them, nor threaten any consequence of witholding them. 
If Spain has griefs against France, she may in like manner confide to Us the 
statement of them, as an inducement to France to be satisfied with less con 
cession. | 

Such is the summary of the present state of things, on which depends the 
fearful alternative of Peace or War. We earnestly desire the former; not 
only for our own intcrest, as M. San Miguel suggests, but for the larger ins 
terests of Europe, (those of Spain herself included,) in which ultimately, if 
not immediately, vur own no doubt may be involved. - | a 

h 
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‘We wish fer Peace therefore in Europe :. but Peace for ourselves we are de-. 
termincd at all events to preserve ; and should our efforts to maintain it be- 
tween France and Spain prove abortive, We shall have the consolation to have . 
discharged the duty towards both, of a faithful and disinterested Ally ; and . . 
shall retire thenceforth within the limits of a strict Neutrality. | 

This last topick you cannot state too clearly, nor press too strongly upen 
M.San Miguel: as there are not wanting those, who may wish to inspire 
hin with the notion that the anxiety which we manifest to rescue Spain from 
~ the War, is an carnest of a determination to join Her in the War, if it should 
come upon Her.---I have discouraged in the most decisive manner some ob- 
scure indications of a wish and hope of this kind, in the Spanish Mission in 
this Country. : 


No. 14. 


Sir William & Court to Afr, Secretary Canning.—Received January 20. 


Sir, Madrid, January 7, 1823. 


LONG before this despatch can reach you, the final determination of the 
Cabinets of Austria, Russia and Prussia, as well as that of the Cabinet ot the 
Tuilleries, will have left little doubt on your mind as to the probable issue of 
the Negotiations. (if Negotiations they may be called) undertaken with the 
Government here. 

It is therefore unnecessary for me to do more than give a succinct statement 
of events in this Capital, from the period of their arrival to the moment. of- 
writing this Despatch. | ee , 

The French Minister, as might have been foreseen, had the start of his CofF- 
leagues, having received his letters two or three days earlier than they received. 
theirs. He made use of this timne to give that favourable impression of the in- 
tentions of his Government, to which his attention appears to have been 
directed by his instructivuns; and he had already prepared the Spanish Govern- - 
ment thoroughly to understand the position in which France had placed Her- 
self, long before any intimation could be given, by the Representatives of the 
other Continental Powers, of the intentions of their respective Courts. 

The Spanish Government, thus set comparatively at ease with respect to 
France, and sure of the Neutrality of England, could not be expected to pay 
any very great attention to the vague suggestions of three distant Powers, 
couched in language very far from conciliatory. Instead then of any intimi- 
dation being exhibited, or any point being yielded, the tone adopted by the 
Spanish Government has been that of conscious security.—No written answer 
to tle several communications has indeed been given; but it has been promised : 
and there is every reason to suppose that, when it arrives, it will be found to | 
be in the sense which this feeling would naturally dictate ; and that the depar- 
ture. of the Austrian, Russian, and Prussian Representatives must necessarily 
follow. The French Minister will remain. | : 

_ I must do the Spanish Government the justice to say, that, so far as I can 
perceive, It has not assumed any improper manner, or exhibited any extraor- 
dinary presumption upon the present cccasion. M. de San Miguel, indeed, 
in lis conversations with me, since the arrival of the Despatches above-men- 
tioned, has spoken in atone of much greatcr moderation, and has held out 
much greater hopes for the future, than he ever ventured to express before:— . 
He more than insinuated that modifications might be effected, whenever the 

Country should be relieved from the danger of Foreign Interterence. _ 

The contents of the Communications made have not yet been sufficiently 
digested by the publick, to allow me to speak with any certainty of the general - 


35 YY 


feline. UWpoa the whole, however, I do not observe any very great efferves- 
cence ; nor do I, as yet, sce any reason to fear that any pergonal insults will. 
be offered to the Representatives of the Allied Sovereigns. The town remains - 
perfectly tranquil.—I have done, and shali continue to do, every thing in my ° 
power to allay the irritation which may exist, and to prevent the adoption of ' 
violent measures.—The friendly and cordial footing upon which M. San — 
Miguel and I now stand, makes me hope that my endeavours will not be ’ 
entirely useless. . . : ea 
| I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) ~~ WILLIAM a COURT. ° 


No. 15. | 


Sir Wilham & Court to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Received January 20. 


~ 


Sir, | Madrid, January 10, 1823. 


The Despatches received and communicated to this Government, by the 
Representatives ofthe Three Continental Powers, were yesterday presented 
sad seed to the Cortes, by M. de San Miguel, in a publick sitting. Heat the 
same time read the Answer addressed to the Spanish Minister at Paris, bat . 
previously communicated to M. Lagarde ; and the Despatches addressed to 
the Spanish Representatives at the Courts of Austria, Russia and Prussia. in 
answer to the Communications made by the respective Chargés d’Affaires of 
those Powers residing here. - a | 2 | 

The Answer to the French Despatch contains nothing that can be deemed 
offensive.. The Answers to the others will probably be considered in that light. 

inclose a Gazette, containing all those documents, which the immediate 
departure of the Courier will prevent me from getting translated. oe: 

he Cortes exhibited a great degree of temper and moderation. M.M.' - 
Arguelles and Galiano immediately moved that no discussion should be entered: 
into for the moment, but the whole be referred to the Foreign Committee; 
alleging, that a certain time should be given for passion to subside,—it being 
highly desirable that the Members should come to the discussion of so. grave 
a subject, with the temper and decorum becoming the Spanish Character and 
Nation. The Papers were consequently referred to the Committee for Foreign 
Affairs, to report upon the same; and the Committee was also instructed to 
prepare an Address, to be presented by the Cortes to the King, pledging the 
Nation to reject all compromise with Foreign Powers, unbecoming the dig- 
nity of their Country ; and expressing their determination to die, 3f necessary, 
in defence of the Constitutional Throne. The Committee was ordered to 
report in forty-cight hours. . a : 

As it was not very generally known that these documents were to be pub- 
lickly read, the House was by no means full. ‘The galleries were disposed to 
be a little riotous, venting their constitutional ardour in repeated cheers, and a 
few ill-supported cries of “ Death to all Tyrants, &c. &c.” Upon the whole, 
however, the Sitting may be said to have passed over with order and tran- 

uillity. 

: be ana help thinking, that some of the tnoderation exhibited, may be due 
to the language which I have uniformly held, as well to M. de San Migucl, as 
to others who have considerable influence. I certainly prevailed in preventing 
Passports from being sent, unasked, to the ‘Three Chargés d'Affatres, as was at 
first intended. © This'is perhaps not gaining much, as they wall be immedrately 
applied for by them; but still it prevents what might hereafter be construed 
into a fresh ground of offence, on fhe part of this Government, . 9° | * 
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Not to Icave amy measures untried for the preservation of Peace, I have 
alsa opened myself in the most unreserved manner fo the French Minister, 
offering to co-operate with him by every means in my power for that first of 
objects. ‘Till within these few days, he appeared to be as anxious as myself 
to prevent things from coming to extremitics; but since the arrival of the last 
courier froin Paris, I have observed a difference in his tone, which I cannot 
but attribute to fresh instructions. He informed me yesterday, that it woald 
be impossible for him after the departure of his ‘Three Colleagues, to allow ’ 
the slightest offence or insolence to pass without immediately demanding his 
passports. The persstasion upon his mind now scems to be, that a War is 
Inevitable. ok, 

If the French Governrnaent be determined on War, it will certainly be 
impossible for us to prevent it from taking place: yet I have very strong 
reason to believe, that I shall receive from the Spanish Government, 
within forty-eight hours, an application for our Good Offices, (thoagh I fear 
not for our Mediation); and I cannot but hope, that if this be the case, it will 
give a fresh aspect to affairs. If such an application reach me, I shall request 
Mr. Jackson to sct off with it immediately for London: but I cannot assure 
you positively that it will be made, till I hold the application in my hands..- 

I have the honour to be, &c. ie: 


(Signed) WILLIAM a COURT. . 


No- i6.- 
Sir William & Court to Mr. Secretary Canning —Received January 21. 


Sir, _ Madrid, Janaary 12, 1828. 5. 


IN my Despatch of the 10th instant, I stated to you that I had reason to. 
believe that a4 Note would shortly be addressed to me, requestiug the Good-'’ 
Ofirees of England, with the view fo prevent the breaking out of a War be- 

- tween-this Country and France. | | _. 

This Note has reached me, and I have the honour ¢o enclase a copy of it — 
herewith. I have requested Mr. Jaekson to procced with it directly to Eng- 
land}; and have selected him the rather, from the perstasion that no one is 
better qualified to give you verbally those further explanations, which, under - 
the present circumstances, I can hardly venture to- write. __ - = = 

If France be pacifically inclined, something may yet grow out of this over- - 
tare, to prevent that recarrence to arms, the consequences of which it.is im- — 
possible to foresee. France may state what She wants, to Great Britain ; who 
may thus become the medium of. Her communications with this Govern- 
ment, in the event of the departure of Her Minister. This appears to me, at 
all events, to be the last hope that remains fot the preservation of Peace; and 
thezefore, faint as it 1s, it should not be rejected. 3 * 

I have the honour to be, &c. ae 

(Signed) WILLIAM 4 COURT: - 


(Inclosure in No. 1.) 
M. de San Miguel to Sir William & Court. - 
Muy Sr. wto, Madrid, 12 de Enero, 1823 . 


CON fecha de 9 del corriente, se-remitid al ‘Sr..Don Juan Jabat, M inistra 
Picnipotenciario de S. M. cerca de S. M. Britanica, copia oficial de las ulti-” 


—— 
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mas Comunicaciones que habian hecho al Gobierno Espafiol por orden de sus 
Cortes, los Representautes en esta Capital, de Francia, Austria, Prusia, y 
Rusia, y de las respuestas que 5° dicron & ellas. Al mistno tiempo se did 
orden al espresado Ministro, de que leyese la mencionada correspondencia al 
S., Secretario de Negocios Estrangeros de S. M. Britanica; y que le mani- 
festase que los principios y resoluciones del Gobierno Espajiol, no serian 
jams otros que los consignados en dichos documentos. , 
‘Paco tendra, en conseciiencia, que afiadir 4 V. S. el Gobierno de S. Mf. 
Catolica en la nota que tengo la honra de dirigirle de It. orden con la gaccta, 
adjinta, donde estan copiadas oficial y autenticamente las espresadas comuni- 
cacjones, que no se remiten 4V.S por la brevedad del ticmpo. | 
V. S. que ha sido testigo ocular de los sucesos ocurridos en esta Corte de 
tres meses 4 esta parte, y de las escenas que ha ofrecido ea los tres ultimos 
dias, podr& mejor que adie informar 4 su Gobicrno de la resolucion en que 
se halla la Espatia entera de defender 4 todo trance la independencia nacional, y 
de no reconocer intervencion por parte de ninguna Potencia estrangera. Jes tan, 
cpvia la justicia de la causa de la nacion, y tan sagrados € imprescriptibles 
wis Gerechos & ser independiente, que el Gobierno de §. M. eréaria hacer un. 
ncrayio & la ilustracion de Y. S. si tratase de insistir en este punto. _— 
Los defectos que pueda tencr la actual Constitucion de Mspaha, deben scr, 
conocidos y remediados por la misma nacion libra y espontaneamente, Lo 
contrario scria establecer un derecho de opresion el mas terrible é insupor-" 
table. Los Espaftoles estin ;dentificados con la Constitucion promulgada en, 
1812; y todos miran al Sr. Don Fernando 7* como la persona sagrada é in-. 
violable de su Rey Constitucional ; no pudiendo ocultarse & V. S. que el 
respeto profesade al Re se estiende a las personas de su Real Familia. , 
La Espafia, invariable en sus Hiei aguarda tranquila el resultado de 
las respuestas que se han dado 4 las comunicaciones de las cuatro grandes Po- 
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 tencias Continentales ; pero se lisungea, sin embargo, de que no sc ensan- 


rentara la Europa por cuestiones que son de suyo evidentes; y qué Ta 
Prancia renunciara & su llamado sistema de precaucion, que sin producirla 
utilidad, ocasiona tantos erjuicios.4 Espatia, | «ae 

A la Inglaterra que a tomado en las conferencias de Verona un caracter, 
tan moderado y tan pacifico, pertenece el coronar su obra, y évitar la efusionr, 
de satigre que no puede producir utilidad 4 los intereses de ninguna nacion :. 
y 4 ella corresponde hacer ver al mismo tiempo al Gobierno de Francia, el 


. 


error que cometc cn tomar medidas y precauciones, que no ocasionan 81n0 
contrarios resultados de los que dice proponerse. La existencia de su ejercito 
de observacion del Pirineo, y la roteccion concedida 4 bos facciosos, son en- 
teratnente incompatibles con a estado de tranquilidad que el Gobierno 
Frances dice desca a Espana. : | ve 

El de S. M. C. apetece que desaparezca tal fatal contradiccion, y de nadie. 
se promete a3 eficaces resultados sobre el particular, que de la influencia del 
tabinete de la Gran Bretaiia, y por lo mismo espera que su ejercicio no se 
iegaré a este objeto. | Ms 

‘Al tener la honra de hacer 4V. S. esta comunicacion, que espero se servira 
elevar 4 conocimiento de su Gobierno. Aprovecho con gusto esta circunstan -, 
cla pata renovar 4. S. las seguridades de mi mas distinguida consideracion, 
y roger a Dios guarde a V. S. m,, a—Palacie, 12 de Enero de 1825. 


J 
B. L. M. de V. BS. 


Su mas attento seguro serdor: 


(Firmado) EVARISTO SAN MIGUEL. 


a 
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( Translation of Inclosure in No. 16.) 
- M. de San Afiguel to Sir VFilliam & Court. 


Sir, | _ Madrid, January 12, 1823. 


* UNDER date of the 9th inst. an Official Copy of the late communications. 
which the Representatives of France, Austria, Prussia and Russia at this Court, 
have made to the Spanish Governnient, by order of their respective Courts, 
‘together with the answers given to them, was forwarded to Mr. Jabat, His 
Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary in London. At the same time order's were 
given to the aforesaid Minister, to read the whole of this correspondence to 
His Britannick Majesty’s Sccretary of State for Foreign affairs, and to declare 
to him, that the principles‘and resolutions of the Spanish Government would 
never differ from those consigned in these documents. | 

His Catholick Majesty’s Government will, consequently, have but little to 
add in the Note which I have now the honour to address to you, by Royal 
Order, together with the inclosed Gazette; which contains an ofticial and au- 
thentick copy of the communications in question, which are not forwarded to 
you forwantoftime. © © a 

~ You, Sir, who have been an eye-witness of the events which have occurred 
in this capital during the last three months, and of the scene which it has pre- 
sented during the last three days, can inform your Government better than any 
one else, of the. firm determination of all Spain to defend Her National Inde- 
pendence at all hazards, and never to acknowledge a right of intervention on 
the part of any Foreign Power. “The justice of the. cause of the Nation is so 
obvious, and its right to be independent so sacred and impreseriptible, that 
His Majesty’s Government would think it an affront to your judgment, Sir, to - 
dwell any: longer upon this point. _ | | ae 

‘Any defect which the present Constitution of Spain may have, ought to be 
- discovered and remedied, freely.and spontanéously, by the Nation Itself. The 
contrary would tend to establish a‘right of the most terrible and insupportable 
.- Oppression. ‘The Spaniards are, at present, identificd with the Constitution 
_ promulgated in 1812.—They all behold in their present Monarch Don Fer- 
_ nando the Seventh, the sacred and inviolable person of their Constitutional 
_ King; and it cannot be concealed from you, Sir, that this respect professed to 

the ICing, is extended to all the members of His Royal Family. ° . 
"Spain, unvarying in Her principles, awaits calmly, the result of: the 
Answers which have been: given to the commutiications of the four Great 
Continental Powers ; “but She flatters herself, however, that blood will not be 
shed in Europe, for questions so evident in themselves; and that France: will 
lay aside Her System of Precaution, as She calls it, (s% Mamado sistema de 
precaucion,) which, without being of the slightest utility to Her, is the source 
of so many evils to Spain. | oe 
‘ To England, who ‘has taken im the conferences at Verona so moderate and 
pacifick a line, it now belonys to crown the work ; and to prevent an effusion 
of blood, which can be productive of no possible advantage to the interest of 
any nation. ‘l’o England too belongs the task of making the French Govern- 
ment perceive the error which # is committing, in taking measures and pre- 
cautions, which only produce contrary results to those, which it states itself 
tohaveinview. = ’ - 

' The existence of its Army of Observation on the Pyrennees, and the pro- 
tection afforded to the Insurgents, are entirely incompatible with that tranquil- 
litv, which the Frenth Government says it wishes Spain to enjoy. 

His Catholick Majesty’s Governments hopes that this fatal contradiction will 
at length disappear :—and, in attaining this object, it feels that it can no where 
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lock for more effectual assistance, than from the Cabinet of Great Britain, the 
exercise of whose influence to this effect, will not, it trusts, be denied. 

l beg, Sir, that you will be pleased to lay before your Government, the 
Communication which I have now the honour of making to you, and I 
embrace this opportunity of renewing to you the assurances, &¢. &c. 


(Signed)) EVARISTO SAN MIGUEL. 


1 rt i arco SR ed PR RS A AD 
No. 17. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Stuart. 


Sir, | | _ Foreign Office, January 24,1823. 


I INCLOSE to your Excellency a copy of a Note * which M. de San 
Miguel, the Spanish Sceretary of State, addressed to Sir Willliam A’Court om 
‘the 212th imstant, and requested him to transmit to his Government. 

. The object of this Note is, as your Excellency secs, to obtain the. Good: 

Offices of His Majesty’s Government with France,.for the purpose of avert- . 
ing hostilities. | oe 
It is needless to repeat to your Excellency, how anxiously the King our 
Master deprecatcs a War between two Powers, whose Collision must so deeply 
affect the general ee of Europe; or how confidently His Majesty 
infers from the desire for Peace, so repeatedly expressed by His Most Ch 
tian Majesty’s Government, a disposition on their part to avail themselves ot" 

¢very opening for adjustment and explanation with Spain. | | 

_ Ihave therefore received His Majesty’s commands to direct you to request 

an audience of M. de Chauteaubriand,so soon as this Despatch shall reach ypu ; 
to read to him M. de San Miguel’s Note; and to inform him, that Mr. Jack. 
son (who was the bearer of Sir William 4 Court’s last. Despatches, and by whom 
this Despatch will be delivered to you,) will wait at Paris, for the result of 
the deliberations of His Most Christian Majesty’s Cabinet upon M. de San. 
Miguel’s Note, in order to convey to Sir William 4 Court your Excellency’s: 
report of that result. So, | ee 
In your conversation with M. de Chateaubriand, your Excellency is not to’. 
over-rate the value of the Concessions, tmplied, rather than distinctly expres- 
sed, in the Note of M. de San Miguel ; nor to represent it as completely satis’ 
factory, and as leaving nothing to be desired :—but it is just and reasonsdle, 
at the same time, to consider the circumstances under which it wae-written.. 
Assuredly the more enlightened part-of the Governinent, or of the Cortes, of 
Spain, does not belicve the Spanish Constitution of 1812 to be, im al} its parts, 
usefuHy-and permanently practicable. But if there exist imperfections m the‘ 
frame of the Gavernment of France, or of England respectively, should we 
consent to reform those imperfectioas, on the demand of a foreign Power, attd 
under the menace of a foreign War as the penalty of our refusal ? Oe 
+ Even by the mode in which the demand was made by Franee, that part of the - 
Spanish Government or Nation, which might be willing to undertake those 
ameliorations of the present Constitution of Spain without which I{t is alleged to 
be unsafe to her neighbours, has been placed in a situation of great difficulty. Fs 
it not plain, that the same proposition completely changes its nature, accordirig | 
_to the manner in which it 1s brought forward r—that one, which, if submitte 
through the: regular.channels of diploinacy, mirkt be matter of wholesome 
advice or amicable remonstrance ; when addressed to a Nation aloud,and in the = - 
presence, as it were, of all the world, becomes a taunt and a defiance? . The 
publication of the Despatch to M. Lagarde, while it was yct.on its road to Ma- 


* See Inclosure in No 15, 
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drid, is, I know, defended by the alleged necessity of tranquillizing the pub- 
lick mind at Paris. But if the publick mind at Paris required to be tranguil- 
lized, was not the publick mind at Madrid hable to be flamed? | 

Your Excellency will not understand these observations to be made with: 
any view of inculpating the proceedings of the French Government, with, 
which, abstractedly, we have no concern. | 

I would recall M. de Chateaubriand’s attention to the situation in which 
the French Government has placed itself towards Spain, by the manner in 
which Her first alternative for War has been propounded,—only for the pur- 
pose of impressing upon the French Government the necessity of not omitting 
any fresh opportunity, however little promising they may dcvem it, for again 
stating to Spain the grounds of their. dissatisfaction and the nature of 
their demands. , 

The French Government desires to assute itself of the safety of the Royal 
Family of Spain, and of a disposition in the leading Members of the Cortes, 
as well as of the Government, to turn to advantage any occasion that may 
occur, or that can be created. by a prudent and gradual course of measures, for 
the remedy of the defects in the Spanish Constitution :—a channel ts now: 
opened to the French Government fer endeavouring to arrive at those wssur- 
ances, A precipitate removal of the Royal Family from Madrid—would be: 
the instant and infallible consequence of the march of a French Army across 
the Frontier. If the amendments ia the Spanish Constitution are abso- 
lutely necessary, and it is hopeless to bring about those amendments otherwise - 
than by Arms ;-—has the French Government chalked out to itself the course 
by which. a.suceessful invasion Is to be made to lead to the desired result? 
The occupancy.of Madrid, as repeated experience shews, is not the domi- 
nion of Spain. The King, and the Cortes, will be established ctsewhere, and 
what is then to fellow but a continuance of civil and foreiga War, spreading 
misery and devastation over the whole Kingdom ¢ : a 

These considerations your Excellency will suggest to Monsieur de Chateau-: _ 
briand, in a tone .of:perfect amity and good will; and with the assurance of: 
the most.ent:re persuasion, on the part of iis Majesty’s Government, that the: 
paisa and tranquillity of France are objects in which Great Britain has, 
verself, the deepest concern... It is seen and acknowledged here, and acknow-. 
ledged. with no feelings but those of congratulation and satisfaction, that every 


year’s continuance of Peace to France, must consolidate more and more her ~~ 


political Institutions, arrd promote these-tmprovements in her interior condi-" 
tion and resources, which assure to her, the high rank that she holds among 
Furopean Nations. But in proportion as we feel this sentiment sincerely, we’ 
deprecate the. fearful experiment of a War, in which there is solittle to gain by: | 
success ; and at a hazard which appears to-us as imminent as unnecessary. . 

The 1m mediate object however of your interview. with M.de’Chateaubriand, : 
is to bring before him the Overture from M. de San. Miguel; to offer His 
Majesty’s Minister at Madrid as a channel of communication with the Spanish 
Government; and to assure the French Governinent of the anxious desire of 
His Majesty, to. promote, in that or in_any.other way.-the attainment of such 
a settlement with Spain, as France may deent consistent. not only with her _ 
Safety but her Honour... | | ' 

This Despatch will be delivered to your Excellency, I hope, on Sunday ; 
so that you will have an opportunity of communicating to M. de Chateaubriand 
the Spanish Note, the day before the Meeting of the Chambers. 

I trust the new opening which It affords for discussion and possible accom- 
modation,, may be felt as some relief to the.Freneh Government, under the 
difficulties of their present position. - Tam, &c. : 

| — : (Signed) GEORGE CANNING, | 
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No. 18. 


Sir William ad Court to Mfr. Secretary Canning.— Received Junuary 26. 


(Kxtract.) Madrid, January 15. 1823.: 


NOTHING of any material importance has occurred since Mr. Jackson 
left Madrid. | 

There is a Party labouring hard at the present moment to bring about the 
publication of a general Amnesty. I shall do every thing in my power to 
forward the adoption of this measure, by representing the favourable impres- 
sion it will not fail to produce throughout Europe. 


No. 19 


| Sir Charles Stuart to Mr. Secretary Canning.— Received, January 26. | 


(Extract.) Paris, January 23, 1823. 
] SAW M. de Chateaubriand yesterday. He told me that the Duke of 


San Lorenzo had communicated to him the instructions which had been Jaid 
before the Cortcs ;—that he must admit the medcration with which M. de 
San Lorenzo had spoken, respecting the situation of the two Governments ; 
but that a conciliatory tone is assumed by the Agents of Spain, which does 
not prevent the adoption of principles the most incompatible with the tran- 
— quillity of Europe, by the Government and by the Legislature of that Coun- 
try ;—that at the moment they admit all the defects of their Constitution, 
their readiness to concur in measures to produce a change, and their wish for 
the publication of a general Amnesty, their societies are the most active in 
their endeavours to organize revolt in France :—in short, that the enormity 
of the evils resulting from War is not to be compared with the consequences 
which must result from the success of intrigues which the French Ministers have 
no means of preventing during the continuance of Peace. Without question- 
ing the sincerity of the efforts of His Majesty’s Government to maintain 
Peace, he is convinced that. it 1s impossible seriously to press the subject on 
the Spanish Government in sufficient time to lead to the result we desire. 
The language of the French Ministers shows that they would be glad te 
avail themselves of the Publication of an Amnesty, accompanied by any 
Change, however trifling, if brought about by the Authority of The King et 


Spain, which might enable them to avoid a Declaration of War. 


No. 20. 


Afr. Secretary Canning to Sir Witham & Court. | 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 26, 1823. 
MR. JACKSON arrived here on Tuesday night with your Despatches to 
the 12th of this month; and on Friday that Gentleman was re-despatcbed 
to Paris with instructions to Sir Charles Stuart, founded on M. San Miciel’s 
Note of the 12th instant, requesting the Good Offices of His Majesty for the 
prevention of War witu France. A copy of there Instructions His Exccl-. 
lency ts directed to transmit to you by Mr. Jackson, and to apprize you of the 
result of his execution of them. | | 
Since Mr, Jackson’s departure for Paris, [ have received your Despatch of 
the 15th Instant, and therewith despatches from Sir Charles Stuart, which ap-. 
pear somewhat more favourable to the preservation of Peace, than any of the 
late reports from Paris. iy 
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As you will receive by Mr. Jacxson iniclligence from Paris of five or six 
days later date, and so much the more important as the Mecting ot the French’ 
Chambers will have taken place iv the interval, it is useless. for me now to 
speculate on events, which will be to you, when this Despatch reaches you, 
matter of positive ivformation. | | 

{ shall therefore at once proceed to state the course which you are to fol- 
low in either of the two possible alteruatives,—1st. of the Government of 
France having decided for War ;—or 2dly. of Its having consented to avail 
itself of the opening presented by M. San Miguel's note; and to make known 
through you to the Spanish Government, the conditions on which it may be 
prepared to withdraw its Army of Observation. : 

In the former case, you have nothing to do, bnt to profess anew Tis Ma- 
jesty’s fixed determination, to maintain during the War a strict and tnpartral 
Neutrality : always ready at the saine time to listen to any call for tie renewed 
interposition of Lis Good Oifices ; if balanced success, or a reviving sense of 
common danger and mutual interests, shall better incline the contending par- 
tics to accomodation. 2 

In the other case, you will probably receive from Sir Charies Stuart, a state- | 
ment of the terms whieh the French Government deem indispensable, either 
for their honour or for their safety, In breaking up that systcia of precaution, 
the continuance of which operates as a bar to pacification : and the time wall 
then be arrived, at which you can, without the suspicion of a dictatorial cr an 
wriealled-for interference, press earnestly upon M.San Miguel a frank and 
friendly opinion, ia support of such of those terms as appear to you to be not 
unreasonable. The Amnesty which, if issued in the King’s name, would, as 
it appears from Sir Charles Stuart’s despatcn of the 23d. be satisfactory to the 
French Government, it is unnecessary for ine to insiruct you to urge; since 
you have informed me of your intention to urge it to the utmost of your 
power. Neither you nor the French Government liave over-rated the effect 
whieh such an Act would be likely toa produce throughout Eurepe. | 


Ty liberate the Person and Fainily of the King not only from danger, but 
from the appearance of rcstraint,—to give someihing like force and free-walt 
to the actions of the Executive Power—to rescue the deliberations of the Cortes 
froin the overawing influence of the Clubs—are, next after the Amnesty (which 
should perhaps precede thein all) the alterations the most desirable, and these 
which: would give the greatest confidence to Foreign Nations. 7 


- These and any otber. objects of the same sort and with the same tendency, 
we are now, afier the clear aud practical proofs which we have given of our 
indisposition to claim any thing as ef right, or to enforce atv thing by me- 
nace, for the amendinent of the Spanish Constitution, warranted to recom- 
mend, with all the earnestness which ts prompted by our tried friendship for 
the Spanish Nation; by our experience of the practice of free Government ; 
and by our conviction of the sufferiags aud the perils which must be derived 
to Spain and to Europe from a War. - | 

So long as our voice might have been confounded with those of otier 

Powers, who took a different measure of their mght of interference,—or with 
thar of France, whose exhortation was accompanied with denunciations: of 
hostihty, we abstained from advisiug, rather than incur the imputation of 
atte:npting to controul. Bat, now that the possibility of saci misrepresen- 
tatjous is at an end, we cannot sce the cbvious dangers into which the prescrit 
course of Spanish affairs is leading a brave and gallant People, aud be sient; 
without abandoning the duty which is prescribed, no less by the oObiigaiions: 
wrich ‘international Law imposes upou friendly States, than by.the pecuhar 
ties which connect Great Britain with Spam. — | 

¥ou will keep Sir Charles Stuart constantly iuformed of the course of your 

Gscussions with the Spanish Ministers. Law, &c. . . 8 

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


3 4, 
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No. 21. 
Mr. Seerétary Canning to Sir WF ilfiam A’ Court. 
Sra, 7 Foreign Office, January 28, 1823. 


I INCLOSE to you a copy of the Official Auswer* from His Most Chiis- 
tian dvlajesty’s Secretary of State, to my Note of the 10th iustant, a copy of 
which 1 inclosed to you in my Despatch of the same date. — < aus 

This Note was delivered to me yesterday by M. de Marcellus. I cannot 
better explain to you the opinions of His Majesty’s Government upon it, than 

‘by inciosng to you a copy of a Despatcli-f which I this day address to Sir 
Charles Stuart. 
Iam, &e. 


(Signed; GEORGE CANNING. 


* No, 14 of the Verona and Paris Papers. 
¢ No. 15 of the Verona and Paris Papers, 


No. 22. 
Sir Charks Stuart to Mr. Sétretary Canning. —Reecived January 30. 
( Exstract.) — | Paris, January 28, 1823. 


PP RECEIVED your Despatches of thé 94th instant on Sunday evening. I 
MAmMsectiatcly catled upon Mi. de Chatéaubriand, for the purpose of communi- 
eatin: to His Excclicricy the Note from M. de San Migucl, under date the 
12tla aimstant; and on the following morning I went over the reasoning con- 
tained tn your fetter, with a view of pointing out to the French Minister, the 
mtessity of not closing the door against an overture, which offers the ouly. 
terran wring chance of maintaining the tranquillity 6f Europe. . 
‘The French Minister told me, that the substance of M. de San Migucl’s 
Paper, had already been transmitted to him from Madrid; but that it had 
fot been commonicated to him sufficiently at length to show that M, de San 
Micrel trerely demands the dissolution of the Army of Observation, without 
Folding out anv hope whatever of a concession upon points which menace the 
Wat tranquillity of this Country; thongh he must be well aware that, in the 
Present situation cf affairs, ho French Minister world be bold cuough to pro- 
Pose such a measure, unless it should be justified by a corresponding conces- 
sion On the part of Spain. | | 
F¥e added that, under these circumstances, the King is compelled to assume 
a decisive tone in Ehs Discourse to the Legislative Bodies; and that in an- 
noun cing the cessation of the Diplomatick Relations etween the two Govern- 
Meats, it 1s necessary to show that they cannet be re-established until the 
VNEI Ex of the mischief, with which the Spenish Revolution menaces neigh- 
ny Fxg Countries, has been removed; by assimilating their Institutions to 
eal of other limited Mouarchies, uncer an Act cn the part of the King of 
fa declaring the Constitution to emanate frem the Crown. , 
iz Ze bored the anxiety of ny Government to.maiutain Peace would induce 
a €@w instract Sir William A Court to convey these séntnnents to the 
es edve of the Spamsh Government ; ard to impress Upon the Mirlisters 
owen pediency of not refusing to admit the only measure of which it is pos: 
=> in the present situation, to take advantage, with a vicw to the attain- 
RENAL -of that object. | 


At 


No. 23. 
Sir Charles Stuart to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Received January 30th. 
Sir, Paris, January 28, 1823. 
I INCLOSE a printed Copy of the Specch which His Majesty the King 


‘of France pronounced from the Throne upon the assembly ot the Legislative 

Bodies this morning. | 
, T have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES STUART. 


The Right Hon. George Cunning. 


No. 94. 


Sir Charles Stuart to Mr. Secretary Canning. —Received February 2d. 
(Extract.) . Paris, January 30, 1823, 


I{IAVING sent off a messenger on Tuesday, at the moment a printed copy 
of the Speech from the Throne was put into my hands, I was unable to make 
any observations upon that subject in my despatch of the same day. 

Monsieur de Villéle, whom I accidentally met on Tuesday evening, ap- 
peared surprized to find that I did not consider the language of the Speech 
perfectly in unison with the tenour of his Excellency’s former assurances. 
He said, that the violent alternative, to which tlie King refers, is mentioned 
In a conuitional sense. | 

I could not avoid expressing my regret, that this public manifestation of 
demands for such changes in the Spanish Constitution, as the Leaders in that 
Couutry would hardly be pursuaded to attempt, should not leave His Most 
Christian Majesty the means of receding from the position in which he has 
been placed. | a 

Notwithstanding the strong evidence of preparations for Hostilities, I find 
both this Minister, and his Colleague, Monsieur de Chateaubriand, continne 
to answer the representation of the consequences which must result from 
a rupture, by assurances that they do not participate in my uneasiness upon 
the subject, because they yet continue to entertain hopes that War will not 


take place. 


No. 25. 


Afr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Stuart. 
Str, | Foreign Office, February 3, 1823. 


_ ON the same day on which your Excellency’s Despatches of the 28th, one 
ct them inclosing the Speech of the King of France at the Opening of the 
Chambers, arrived here, M. de Marcellus called upon me for the purpose of 
communicating a copy of that document. , 

In making this communication, M. de Marcellus took occasion to declare 
the unabated desire of his Government for the preservation of Peace ; to re- 
new ina more precise and formal manner their request of His Majesty’s Good 
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+ Offices for that object ; and to express their hopes, that our intervention at 
Madrid might vet avert an extremity, which (it must be confessed) the lan- 
cuage of the French Speech, unaccompanied by such a commeutary, might 
haye been understood to announce as unavoidable, | 

Such an intimation from the Freach Ministry, at the moment when the 
decision ot the King of France for War is the subject of general reeret and 
alarm, places Elis Majesty’s Government in a situation of creat cn. barrass- 
‘ment ;—en embarrassment which is the move sensibly felt by thei, on ac- 
count of the necessity of making some disclosure of opinion in the Specch.to 
he delivered trom the Throne, at the Opening of the Session of Parliament. 
Qn the one hand, [is Majesty’s Government would not willingly either 
nsk tlre misfortune, er incur the responsibility, of closing, by any act of 

‘theirs, the door which the French.Government declare to be still open.—On 
tlhe other hand, the sense of the suspensive and corditional particle in the 
Specch of the King of France, on which the possibilities of peace are supposed 
to hang, is so much obscured by the ambiguous character of the condition 
with which it is connected, that it is very dithcult to estimate its real valuc. 
It bas become necessary on, this oceasion, to reconsider maturely the posi- 
tion in which His Majesty’s Government stands towards that of France. | 
dhe answer which has uniformly been given by the British Government 
tothe questions put by France, as to the course which His Majesty would 
[dap ns in a war between. France and Spain, has been, that no opinion could 
be formed on that point, in the ignoranee in which His Matesty’s Govern- 
ment were as to the causes of complaint which Franee might have against 

Spain .—Nothing has even yet been precisely stated to them on that subject. 

General dancer from the nature of the present political institutions of Spain ; 

—a:iger to the King and Roval Family cf Spain ;—attempts en the part of 

the Sypeonish Government to cerrupt the minds of the Frencl: People, and.to 
seduce the soldiers of the Army -of Observation :—these, coupled with. the 
undeniable facts of three or foar occasional viclations of the French territory, 
constituted the sem cf erievances which have been alleged, at .diflercat times, 
against Spain by the Freneli Government, up to the publication of the Speech 
ofthe Ting of Fravce. | 

fa charges such as these, especially when urged (as same of these were at 
Verona) oniy as the grounds of a system of defensive preparation, Lis Ma- 
‘yesty ss €fovernment saw nothing which rendered an acecu:modation hepeiess. 
. Spain on Ter side lias, or professes to have, grievances to plead against Mranace, 
‘t stamilar interincddling with Hor People and Her Ary. She alk ges that 
Fraavee has eseoouraged dissension and disafeetion at Biadmds; and that Sie 
Ven, by meney and other means, fomented and stimulated the tumult ef tLe 
th of July. | | 

Such mutual recriminations appeared to the British Government to 
firmish the elements of a discussion, in which something weuld be to be 
CXplaired on either side; and in which reeoncilisticn might at last result 
ftom Fruiual conipromise and concession. 
this state of thines the dieciation of Great Britain was offered; and, un- 

der “these HEpressions, Her Gocd Ctices have been employed. The qucs- 

‘ton Be fur turned, principally if not exclusively, upen facts :—tere was vo 

eeclarrsstion of principle absolutely precluding negetiation. But as the na- 

ture £ the present poliiical Tnstitutions of Spain was put forward, es being 
of its<. fa source.of danger to France, and, at the seme true, as sneceptible 
oft GS FEcations by the voluntary act of Spaiu herself, which would remove 
the =e ¥> prchension of that-danger, and conscanently open the wav to ami- 

Ss ciiscussion on other points ;—the Eriuush Gsovernment endeavoured to 

EVEY From France, what were the modifcations in the Spanish Constitution, 

wWhety would give to France an assurance of safety and tranquillity ; and the 

We Ra ot hesitated to advise, at Madrid, an attempt to bring about suine ck 
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modifications ; or at least the declaration ofa disp sitioa to consider of them 
avlen the time should be more propitious for a change. 

There is no conclusive reason to apprehend, that, if the influence of British 
counsel had been left to its own operation (considering the weight of the 
authority under which it was offered) it would have been offered in vain. 
Even after the communication to the Spanish Goverament of the Despatches 
of the Cuntinental Powers, the Spanish Minister expressed distinctly and for- 
mally the wish of his Government, for the Good Offices of Great Britain with 
France; and we were not without hope of a favourable answer to the sugges- 
tions propesed through Lord Fitzroy Somerset, when we received the Speech 
‘of the King of France. | 

The principle put forward in that Speech, as the basis of the French de- 
mands upon Spain, 1s liable to a double construction. If, as we are desirous: 
of believing, the sentimeut intended to be conveyed is no other, than that, in 
order to give stability to any modification of the present system in Spain, and 
to afford sufficient assurance to France to justify her in discontinuing her war- 
like preparations, the King of Spain must be party and freely consenting to 
‘any such modifications ; and if your Excellency shall obtain from the French 
Minister an avowal that such is the intention of the Speech; the British Go- 
vernment will be most happy to continue at Madrid their amicable and earnest 
endeavours, to ascertain the means, and tb recommend the policy, of accom- 
modation. | 

But it would not be right to conceal from the French Minister, that a 
different construction is gencrally put upon the paragraph to which I 
refer. It is construed as implying, that the tree Institutions of the Spanish 
People can only be legitimately held from the spontaneous gift of the Sove- 
reign, first restored to His absolute power, and then divesting Himself of such 
portion. of that power as He may think proper to part with. 

The Spanish Nation could not be expected to subscribe to this principle ; 
nor could any British Statesman uphold or defend it. | | 

We can conscientiously recommend to Spain to modify her Constitution 
of 1812. The Law of Nations warrants the suggestion from one friendly 
Power to another, of counscls for the melioration of internal institutions, 
provided that suggestion be made in good faith, and not in a spirit of 
dictation; and provided it be not attemptcd to be supported by force. 
But the British Government could not advise any People, in adopting 
changes however beneficial, to admit the principle on which (according to this’ 
latter construction) the Speech of the King of France would be understood to 
prescribe them. It 1s indeed a principle which strikes at the root of the 

ritisly Constitution. : 

The British Government does not presume to hold out its own political in- 
stitutions, as the only practical systemn of national happiness and freedom.— 
Tt does not presume to question the freedom and happiness which France 
enjoys under institutions emanating from the will of the Sovereign, and de- 
scribed as octroyées from the Throne. But it could not countenance a pre- 
tension on the part of France to make her example a rule for other Nations ; 
and still Iess could it admit a peculiar right in Fiance: to force that example 
specifically upon Spain, in virtue of the consanguinity of the reigning Dy- 
nasties of those two kingdoms. ‘This latter reason would, on the contrary, 
suggest recollections and considerations, which must obviously make it im- 
possible for Great Britain to be the advocate of Pretensions founded upon it. 

Iam, &c. &e. : 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


The Right Hon. Sir Charles Stuart. 


Memoranoum.—A Copy of this Despatch was transmitted to Sir William A’Court on the 4th 
of February. 
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No. 26. 
Sir William & Court to Mr. Secretary Canning.— Received February 6. 


( Extract.) Madrid, January 21, 1823. 
LORD FITZROY SOMERSET arrived last night. It has given me 


the greatcst pleasure that a person so much versed in affairs, and so intimately 
acquainted with every thing and every body in this country, should see with 
his owai cyes and report directly to His Majesty’s Government, the real state 
of things here. His arrival has been a very great reliet to me. 


No. 27. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir William a Court. 


(Eextract.) Foreign Office, February 9, 1823. 


YOUW) will have learnt, by the ordinary modes of intelligence, the Opening 
of Parliament, and the reccption, in both Houses, of that part of the King’s 
Speech which relates to the present position of France and Spain. 

What impression may be made on the French Government, by this un- 
equivocal disclosure of public opinion in England, I cannot pretend to fore- 
see; but it can hardly be other than such, as,—if it were met at the same time 
with any reasonable facility on the part of Spain, which would afford to France 
aretreat without dishonuur,—might lead to a reconsidcration of their plans, 
and yet arrest the fatal blow, which is to commence Hostilities. 

Itrust, however, that the report which the Spanish Government may re- 
tcive of these procecdings, will not lead them into a false security, by inducing 
them to place their hopes of extrication from their difficulties, in a War be- 
tween this Country and France. 

Neither the determination nor the means would be wanting, to vindicate, in 
any Case that might arise, cither our Honour, or our Interests. But this con- 
sideration does not affect the immediately impending conflict between France 
and Spain. It is to the prevention of the commencement of the War, that 
the anxiety of the British Government is, at this moment, exclusively di- 
rected ; and that it is desirous of directing the deliberations of the Spanish 
Governinent: and the way to defer the present execution of the project of In- 
vasion of Spain is, that Spain should furnish us with some proposition, such . 
a We could submit to the French Government, with an earnest appeal to its 
poliey, as well as to its justice. 


aa 
No. 28. 


Lore Fitzroy Somerset to Mr. Secretary Canning.— Recewed February 10. 


C Extract.) _ Madrid, January 25, 1823. 


W EWI the approbation of Sir William 4 Court, I communicated to 
~~ on the 22d instant, the nature of the commission with which I was 
€ntraas ted; expressing to him my hepe that in a matter so materially affecting 


the Ww < Hare of his country, I should have the benefit of his assistance and co- 
OPTALCA On. 


ea ete oe 
v —— 
* * 


pele ee -_ Ss 


he! 


- 7 
— ae ee 


. . 1 . . i 


——— 


——- 


t 
Biren 


a vee 
a WS we 


a TE 


4 
wee yt foe 


oy i ++ 
oY a 


AS 


T iaformed him that Mis Majesty’s Government continued to adhere to the 
determination on which they had hitherto acted, of not interfering in the 
internal concerns of Spain; but that, deeply alive to the dilficulties of her 
present situation, and mest anxious to prevent ber rupture with France, they 
had thousht proper to trv the effect of a confidential communication, which 
should make known to the leading characters in this Country the sentiments 
ef the Duke of Wellington, who, as the friend and well-wisher of Spain, had 
consented to state his o opinions, on the necessity of some alteration in the ex. 
isting Constitution. 

I, ‘at the same tine, beegzed him to hear in mind, and to impress on those 
with whom I trusted he would com muiticate, that England demanded nothing 
of Spain; that she suggested nothing othcially, and that her sole object in 
touching in any way upoh sO important a question, was the ous that it night 
lead to the ado: ntion of a system, “which should putaacnd to civil dissensions, 
and lessen the probability of a war wilh France. 

I afterw ards read to him the Duke of Wellington’s Memorandum. 

was evidently a good deal startled at my communication, 


for which he professed himself to be quite unpre pared ; and heat once declared 


his conviction, that he could not be instrumental in the attainment of the ob- 
jects to w hich I had called his attention. 

IIc gave the British Government full eredit for the conduct they had pur- 
sucd during the Congress at Verona. Ile was deeply sensible of the value of 
the Dake of Wellington’s exertions on, that occasion, and of his constant so- 
hieitude to promote the happiness and secure thie independence of Spain; but, 
in the present situation of the country, he could not disguise from me the dif- 
ficulty of prevailing upon any party to act upon the sureestions which were 
thrown _ for their consideration in the Duke's Memorandum. 

He acknowledged the defects of the Constitution, and admitted the pro- 
pricty of taking into consideration the expediency of modifying it hercafter, 
when such a proceeding should not be illezal—He felt equally with myselt 
tlie imminence of the danger to which tne country was exposed, and that War 
was the inevitable consequence of a refusal to modify the Constitution. Such 


a measure being, however, out of the question, the Government had, in his 


oninion, nothiag to do, but to await the evil which they could not avert: 
Sceing that my reasoning made no impression upon ——and 
that his rcluctanee to become a party In proposing any alteration in the present 


order of things was not to be overcome, { retrained trom pressing him further 


on the subject: having first, however, prevailed upon him, as an act of kind- 
ness to ine and of duty’ to his country, to mention to some of the gentlemen | 
‘of the Cortes, in whom he could confide, the nature of the commission with 


which I was charged; and the reasons which induced the Duke of We ‘Iling- 


ton to think, that the time was arrived when Spain should make an effort to 
effect such an alteration in her present system of Governinent, as might tend 
to put an end to the disturbances of which she is the theatre, and to satisfy 
her Sovereign and his Allies. 

I have found several of my old acquainta nees, Who are neither in the Cortes, 
nor in any situation of responsibility, very ready to enter into conversation 
with me on the difficulties by which Spain 18 now surrounded, and‘on the 
necessity of some Modification of the Constitution. Some, indecd, are cla- 


‘morous for such an amendment, and for the interference af Grae Britain ; 


but when asked how the ‘first can be effected, or the Jatter made available to 
the ‘exigencies of the moment, they are unable to furnish any satisfactory 


- reply. 
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No. 29. 
Sir Charles Stuart to Mfr. Secretary Canning. —Received February 13. 


(Extract.) | | Paris, February 10, 1823. 

AFTER receiving your Despatch of the $d instant, I called upon M. de 
Chateaubriand, and held a long conversation with that Minister upon the sub- 
ject to which it refers. Without undcr-rating the effect of His Majesty’s Good 
Offices to preserve Peace, Ffound M. de Chateanbriand still extremely prepos- 
sessed with the notion, that the tone assumed im the Speech of the King of 
Franee, 1s well calculated to induce the Spaniards to give way ; and resolved, 
in spite of all F could say, to ground hopes of preventmg War upon the result 
of that Speech. 

When I qnestioned His Exccfleney respecting the interpretation of which 
His Most Christian Majesty’s Speech to the Chambers is susceptible, he ad- 
mitted that your account of the different constructions which are put upon 
that discourse, clearly exposes the doubts which have prevailed in the pubfick 
mind upon that important question. He said, that whatever may be the in- 
terpretation which is attached to Hts Majesty’s expressions, by those who are 
determined to consider afl the mcasurcs recommended by this Court, to be 

of their desire to re-cstablish an absolute Government in Spain,—His 
xcellency never can believe that the communications which have taken place 
with the British Cabinet, have been mntsunderstood to a degrec which can autho- 
rize such suppositions. IJe docs not hesitate to admit that, “in order to give 
“stabtlity to any modification of the present system in Spain, and to afford 
“ sufficient assurancc to France to justify Her discontinumg Fler warhke pre- 
“ parations, the King of Spain must be a party, and eonscnt to such modifi- 
“eation.” Upon this principle, a change which shalt result from a thorough 
understanding between His Catholick Majesty and the Cortes, will be consi- 
dered to afford some prospect of the modifications which are indispensable to 
the security of neighbouring States. The French Government will not only 
be satisfied with the opening which any act (such as the establishment of 
a Seeond Chamber,) may offer, to complete, through the intervention of Great 
Brtain, the system which is necessary for the Constitutional Government of 
Spain ; but, without waiting for any further proofs of the sincerity of the 
Spanish Government, they wili consider any such act as affording reasonable 
grounds for suspending thcir armaments, and replacing the relations between 
the two Countries upon the footing usual in time of Peace ;—though, since 
he cannot suppose that we consider mere fair assurances to be sufficient, we 
must not be surprized if preparations for War are, in the mean time, carried 
én Without intermission. 3 | | 
_M. de Chateaubriand did not enter into any detail respecting the nature 
of the Acts to which he alluded; but I understood him to refer to the pro- 
Ject of allowing the King the nomination of Councillors of State, and givin 
them a deliberative power, upon a similar principle with that of the Ameri= 
fan Senate; to which niicht be added, a reguldtion fixing the amount of the 
qualification ‘required, to render d Candidate eligible to the Second, or Re- 
Presen tative Chamber. | 
ith a view to avoid the possibility of any misrepresentation, I have read 
fo M. de Chateaubriand that part of this Despatch, which states the ex- 
{; tations entertained by the French Government, and have ascertained that 
M8 ideas are correctly reported. The communication of the same extract to * 
“enables nic to'say, that it contaif$ notions which, in the opi- 
"on of that gentleman, will be considered admissible in Spain; and which 
way afford suthcient grounds for further communications on the part of Sir 
Mliam A’Court to the Spanish Government. , | 


-..0°  . °. © A Spanish Gentleman at Parise..." - | --. 
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—- . No. 30. oO . a 
Sir Hilliam a Court to Mr. Secretary Canning. —Reccived Feb. 13. 


Sir, a | Madrid, 27th January, 1823. 
~ THE French Minister received two Despatches from M. de Chateaubriand 
by the last Courier, the one to be communicated to M. de San Miguel at the 
same time that he demanded his passports ; the other to be read to him, as 
well as to the King, previous to his departure. 

The first, which has already been communicated, contains little more than 
expressions of regret that the answer of the Spanish Government should 
have been so very unsatisfactory, leaving no other alternative to the French 
Government than of recalling its Legation. 7 eS 

_ The second goes more into detail. It states that, after the fruitless efforts 
made by the Representatives of the Continental Powers, as well as by Sir 
William A’Court and Lord Fitzroy Somerset (the last of whom, it must be 
observed, had not left Paris seven days, and was not even arrived at Madrid 
when the French Despatch was written) to engage the Spanish Government to 
listen to the suggestions of reason, and to adopt a line of greater moderation, no 
other course remains to the Government of His Most Christian Majesty thau 
that of recalling its Minister from Madrid :—that this is the only step left for 
the maintenance of Peace :—that the Duke of Angouléme is upon the point. 
of placing himself at the head of 100,000 men upon the frontier :—and that 
if the King of Spain, rcleased from his present thraldom, and placed at the 
head of his Army, shall be allowed to advance to the Banks of the Bidassoa; 
in order to treat with. Him, a firm and durable Peace may be established be- 
twecn the two Countries ;—the ancient intimate connexion between France 
and Spain restored; and the Fleets, Armies and Resources .of France be 
placed trom that moment entirely at the disposal of His Catholic Majesty :— 
That France does not pretend to dictate to Spain the precise modifications she 
ought to adopt in her Constitution; but in order not to expose herself to the 
charge of having intentionally left her wishes unexplained, She declares that 
she will not renew her relations of Amity with this Country, until a system be 
established, with the consent of, and in concert with, the King, assuring alike 
the liberties of the Nation and the just privileges of the Monarch; and until 
a general Act of Amnesty be massed in favour of every Individual persecuted 
for political offences from the promulgation of the Constitution in 1812, down 
to the present period. 

I write this For recollection; but I am perfectly certain that, though I 
may. not -have given in every instance the precise words used, I have in no. 
way varied from the meaning. This Paper has already been read by Gene- 
ral La Garde to the King; and he will probably communicate its contents to 
M. San Miguel in the course of the morning. 2 

45, 3 E have the honour to be, &c. | 

(Signed). WILLIAM a COURT. ,| 


No. 31. 
Si Wilkam & Court-te. Me.. Secretary Canning.—Received February 17. 


(Extract.) Madrid, February 4, 1823. 


MR. JACKSON arrived this morning, bringing me several Despatches 
from Sir Charles Stuart, and amongst others, a Copy of his Despatch to you, 


roy | ID 


Sir, of the 28th ultimo, detailing his conversation with M. de Chateau- 
briand, after the communication of M. de San Miguel’s Note to me of the 
i2th January. 
+ I immediately proceeded to make known the contents of this Despatch to 
M.de San Miguel; being extremely anxious to prevent the adoption of an 
violent measures, 1n consequence of the arrival of the King of France’s Speecia 
tothe Chambers, which reached Madrid last night. z 
Atter I had read the whole to M. de San Miguel (and some parts of it, by 
his owsx desire, a second time,) he broke out into exclamations against the 
gencral conduct of the French Government ; expressing his conviction that a 
War was inevitable :—--He said, that Spaip would never admit that the Constitu- 
tion emanated from the King, nor recognize any other Sovereignty than that of 
the people :-—that a Manifesto was preparing, in which His Majesty would 
speak Edlis Sentiments to Europe, and that these sentiments would be found in 
unison. with, the Answer which he had lately delivered to the Cortes :—that 
Spain : was prepared to repel force by force ; and that France would find, that 
the War would be a much more serious undertaking than She seemed at pre - 
sett to Imagine it would be. . 
He requested me to leave him for an hour the copv of Sir Charles 
Swart’s Despatch. I did not hesitate in complying with this request, upon | 
the condition that it was to be considered as a strictly confidential commu- 
micattOma. . ... 


No. 32. | ae #3 
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Sir Wiliam a Court ta Mr. Secretary Canning.— Receiwed February 23, 


- (Extract.) | Madrid, February ", 1825. 


SIR CHARLES STUART has forwarded to me your Despatch to him; 
inclosing M. de San Migucl’s Note, and a copy of his Despatch: to you of the 
30th ultimo. ae oe. 

I must await your farther Instructions, after the receipt of Sir Charles 
Stuart’s Despatch, announcing the manner in which this overture has been 
received by France, before ton venture to advance any further. By Sir 
Charles Stuart’s account, it appears that France has neither quite accepted, 
hor quite declined, our interference ; and M. de Chateaubriand’s statement of 
the conditions necessary to the establishment of amicable relations between 
the two Countries; is so extremely vague, that I should really be at a losa to 
inform this Government, if called upon to do'so, what are the precise conces- 
‘ons which would ensure the maintenance of Pcace. , 

shall, however, not lose sight-of the Amnesty, but press it by every ar- 
Bument in my power. I have some reason to believe that such a measure 
wil not be opposed by any Party. One object is already gained, viz. that of 
the shutting up of the Landaburian Society. If this be followed up by a 
General Amnesty, I shall not yet despair of arriving at that first ef objects, 
© Prevention of a Continental War. ‘- - 
Sip ty written thus far when I was interrupted by the arrival of M. San. 
‘euel, ) = | 
M. San Miguel observed, that with respect to modifications, there was nei- 
ther a man nor a party in Spain. (were the. Ministry to. be changed a hundred 
times who would venture to propose their adoption, till the time pointed our 
by the Constitution ; and that, had any hopes been held out to me of an op- 
posite nature, I might depend upon it they never would be realized. M. San 
Miguel's conversation was nevertheless fess waf-like than I found: it a day 
®t two ago. He would not, lic said, consider al) hope of negotiation at an 
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end, but still rely for a Suecessfat issue fromthe present ditficulties, upon thé 
friendship and yood offices of England. He was convinced that She might, 
and that She would prevent a War. | 
F tote him ‘that -Engtand kad done, and would’ continue to do, every thie 
in Her power to prevent matters from coming to such. extremities; bat my 
evr opinrorr was, that War was mevitable, if Spain were really determined 
to admit no modification im Her present Constitutional System. This would 
not prevent’ our endeavouring to avert suclt a misfortune by every means 
withrn our reach, short of involvmg ourselves in the quarrel; but that I could 
not flatter him with any-hope that our efforts would be successful, unless we 
ware ciabled to hold ouf.to-France, the prospect of some concession on the 
part of this Country. © oe — 
A long and desultory conversation followed, which it will be unnecessary | 
to repeat >in the’course of which, M. San Miguel pat very prominently for- 
ward, the evident acknowledgement of the mtcution tocstablish a permanent 
French Interest in Spain, contained in certain passages of the King of France’s 
Speech to the Chambers. | 


F ; 7 a ; , ; . : , 
No. 33. | 
Sir Charles Stuart to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Received Feb. 23. 


(Extract.) | Paris, February 21, 1823. 
MONSIEUR DE CHATEAUBRIAND said, that he had turned over 


the subject ‘in his own mind, with a view to decide upon what terms it might 


_be possible to meet the proposals they might receive ;—and though he could 


not state the result of his reflections to be the expression of the sentiments 
of the French Government,—yet he thought the subject might be taken into 
consideration, if the Spanish Negotiators should engage at a future period,, to 
modify their Constitution ; and, in the mean while, prove their good faith, 
by: restoring the King to his physical Liberty, and allowing Him to frequent 
the Sitios, and to go. to ‘Watering Places; by a General Amnesty; by the 
Establishment of Laws to regulate the Press,—and by a change of Ministry; 
but that-the-Military Preparations.of the French Government must continue 
without intermission ; and that their Armies will be ready to take the Ficld; 
if a change in the aspect of Affairs does not contribute to remove the pres- 
sure. and irritation,which prevails on both sides, before ‘the season for active 
operations. shall arrive. 7 a Se a ee 
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‘Sir William a Court to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Received March 3. 
_ (Extract.) _ Madrid, February 16, 1823. 
THE Debate upon the subject of the’temoval of the Seat of Government, 
passed off without any thing being clicited from either Party, which could 
wive an opening for the discussion of the possibility of an arrangement through 


the Good Offices of England. ‘ | ; | 

The Extraordinary Cortes will close on the 19th instant, and the Ordinary 
Cortes will assemble on the first day of March. °. | 

The Question of an Amnesty, for all those who shall Iay down their arms 
before. the entr of a foreign force, was subscquently brought ‘forward, and 
referred toa Committee. An extension of this limited Amnesty, I am assured, 


will be proposed by the Committee, and it wall be recommended that it 


gy 


should be made general. If this be done, and the proposal be adopted, it 
will be a very great point gained. a ed — 7 

There is, however, but little hope that any of those further concessions will 
be made, which would ensure an amicable arrangement of the differences 
that exist between this Country and France. Besides which, the putting for- 
ward by France of so extravagant a proposition, as that the King, restored to 
His full and absolute power, shall himself grant a Charter to the Nation, has 
singularly increased the difficulties of the question. The principle upon 
which this proposition is founded, is one to which it is evident the British 
Government can never agree ; and consequently if such be the seve gud non 
of France, our Intervention falls to the ground. 


53 


prs 


La I RI I TE EE EE SEEDS AE IS COE TSE TT LS ETE LL RE EDL LI DELI 


No. 35. 
Sir Billiam A Court to Mr. Secretary Canning —Reéceived March 3. 


(Extract.) Madrid, Fobruary 18, 1823. 


MY hopes have been grievously disappointed with respect to the Amnesty ; 
which, I was confidently assured, would embrace every political Offence, and 
every political Offender. But ncither by the Committce, nor in the Cortes, 
has the slightest allusion been made to so general a measure, notwithstanding 
the hopes that were held out. The Amnesty voted, is nothing more than an 
Act of Pardon for any. “‘ Factious,” who may lay down their Arms before the 
latof April; without any retrospective operation in favour of those already in 
prison, or any allusion to those confined merely for political opinions, Itis a 
mere Act of Policy, and by no means an Act of Grace; nor can it be expected 
to produce that favourable effect in France, which might have been insured 
by amore general measure. | 

A Report was circulated a few days since, that the King, with the concur- 
rence of the Council of State, had determined upon a change of Ministers :— 
From thie varicty of quarters from whence this Renee reached me, I was in- 
clined to believe that it was not without some foundation; and that His 
Majesty’s intention was to have requested the Council of State to choose a 
new Ministry for him, sclected from theirown Body. Alarmed by the Reports 
m circulation, the Ministers obtained from the Cortes this morning, the 
ai et of the Decree authorizing the employment of Councillors of State, 
with the exception of those already employed.—The Repeal. of this Decree, 
though it may not prevent a change of Ministers, effectually puts an end to 


' er sue ‘ . . o 
the Administration which it was proposed to form. 


No. 36. 
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Sir Billiam & Court to Mr. Secretary Canning. —Received March 3. 


(Extract.) Madrid, February 19, 1823. 
SIR CHARLES STUART’s Seeretary arrived last night, bringing me 


your Despatch of the 9th instant *. Ife also brought me an Extract of Sir 
Charles Stuart’s Despatch to yoa of the loth instant, by which I learn, for 
the first time, the exact concessions which will satisfy France, .and engave 

€t to putan end to her armaments. What use I shall be able to make of 
these communications, I cannot yet foresee. | | 


* No. 1), 
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The Cortes were closed fthig Morning ip the usual form, after which the 
Ministers tendered their resignations. 

P. S. The Resignations are all accepted, except that of the Minister of 
Finance. The Heads of the several departments are to act as Ministers till a 
new Administration be formed. 
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No. 37. 
Sir Billiam a Court to Mr. Secretary Canning,—fteeeived March 3. 


(Extract.) Madrid, February 20, 1823, 
HIS Catholick Majesty has been pleased to re-appoint the same Ministers 


ad interim. 

I shall endeavour to see Monsjeur de San Miguel to-morrow, in order to 
communicate to him your Despatch of the 9th instant; and the Propositions 
contained in Sir Charles Stuart’s Letter of the 10th of February; but Z am 
perfectly persuaded that all my efforts will be vain. 


| No. 38. 
Sir Charles Stuart to Mr, Secretary Canning.—Received March 9. 


(Extract.) | Paris, March 6, 1825. 


I CANNOT help thinking that there isin the language of the Ministers 
a more pacifick colour, than [ had observed within the last three wecks ; 
for beth te myself, and to all those with whom they converse, Monsieur 
de Villele and Monsieur de Chateaubriand express their hopes of averting 
a War, with a degree of confidence which induced me tv observe to 
the latter Minister, that the insisting upon a direct negotiation between the 
Duke d’Angouléme and a Spanish Prince, may bea great obstacle to success. 
Efis Excellency answered, that although this mode of settling the question 
had been strongly urged, he could assure me the objects of the negotiation are 
too important, not to be sought for by the concession, if necessary, of this, or 
of any other mere point of form; and that if the Spanish Government will 
empower any negotiator to treat, after a change of Ministers at Madnd, he 
shall be able to look forward with confidence to the contir uation of Peace. 

I cannot, however, participate in the hopes, which the French Cabinet 
found upon the intelligence they expect to receive from Madrid: I consider 
late events to be the prelude to War. | 


No. 39. 


Sir William & Court to My. Secretary Canning.—Receined: March 13. 


(Extract. ) Madrid, February 23, 1823. 


M. San Miguel called on me this morning, for the purpose of exehanging 
the Ratifications of the Articles respecting the Stave Trade. 


_ Og 


Having gone through that ceremony, I informed him that I had communi- 
cations of some importance to meke to him, which the troubled state of the 
Capital for several days past, and my own continued indisposition, ‘had pre- 
vented me from submitting to his consideration at an earlier period. 

Having thus drawn ‘his attention to what I was about to say, I produced 
your despatch of the 9th February, and an Extract from Sir Charles Stuart’s 

espatch to you, of the 10th February ; and proceeded to read to him those 

rts of each which i thought the most calculated to produce a favourable 
cfect, accompanying my reading with such remarks as the nature of the com- 
munication required. | | 

M. -de San Miguel listened with the greatest attention; but as soon as I had 
concluded, observed, that the British Government was labouring under a de- 
lusion, 4a supposing any sort of modification possible. It would be a much 
easier thing to overturn the whole Constitutional System, and to re-establish 
absolute Despotism, than to concedg even the most insignificant of the points 
which -had been pointed out as the most Itkely to conciliate. 

He was fully aware that England asked no modifications on Her own ac- 
count. He knéw that We wished to preserve to Spain Her Constitutional 
System; that our only object in trving to engage Her to yicld upon certain 
points, was the conviction that if a War did break out, We must be, sooner or 
later, anvolved in it ourselves. He knew very well that We should not declare 
in favour of Spain at first ; but nobody could be so blind as not to see, that, if 
the War was protracted, and other Powers took part in it, England alone could 
not remain a passive Spectator of what might be its results. 


No. 40. 
Sir William & Court to Mr. Seeretary Canning—Received March 16. 


( Extract.) Madrid, March 5. 1823. 


A SPANISH Gentlématt at Paris has written fro Paris té +—-——_ 
, that the French Gevéramenht has dechired that 1t will stspénd 


hostilities if gencral Amnésty be granted, a verbal promise of Modifica. 


ttons hercafter be given, a chan@e of Ministers take place, and the King be 
Permitted to go to tle Waters of Sacedon. -_ 

That the Negotiation must be carried on at Paris through the Mediation 
ofthe British Ambassador; - quotes Sir Charles Stuart 
ashrs authority, and refers his friends to me for further information. 

Now I have heard nothing from Sir Charles Stuart’ since the 20th’ ult. 
*héa he still referred me to his Despatch to yow of the roth of February, 2g 
“Aatrning the final determination of the French Government. That deter- 
Mitation is very widely different from the arrangment alluded to by 


<teemen, ae 5 sh | ; 


No. AI. 
Ser FFithiam & Court to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Receired March 18 al nicht, 


(Extract. ) | Madrid, March 9, 1823. 


YL SAW Monsieur de San Migucl this morning,-and to my great astonish- 
ent, he asked me what were the precise Conditions required by France, im 
Case any questions should be asked himrin Cortes. [repeated to him the 
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‘Conditions stated in Sir Charles Stuart's Despatch of the 10th February, and 
those (hardly to be consdered official) contained in the same Ambassador’s 


Despatch of the 21st February ;* and, according to his request [ seat him, 
upon my return home, an Extract from the Despatch of the Loth February. 
‘What is in agitation I know not.—He told me he should'say nothing upon the 
subject, unless called upon by the Cortes; and that if any negotiations were 
entered into, Ae would nut be the person to negotiate. 


I should only mislead you if I were to attempt to give any explanation of 
this singular conversation. 


* See No. 33, a Copy of which was received by Sir William A Court, subsequently to his Letter 
of the Sth March. — | 


No. 42. 
Sir William a Court to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Received March 25. 


(Extract.) Madrid, March 11, 1823. 


IN a few hurricd lines, written as tle last Courier was setting off, I com- 
‘municated to you a singular conversation which had passed between M. de 
San Miguel and myself. ; 

‘I forbore to express any opinion upon this conversation; but. whatever: 


hopes some of his expressions were calculated to excite, are now entirely at 
an end. ' 


No. 43. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Stuart. 


~ 


| Sir, Foreign Office, March 31, 1823. 
THE hopes of an accommodation between France and Spain, which [is 
Majesty has so long been encouraged to cherish in despite of all anfavourabie 


appearances, being now unhappily extinguished, I am commanded by His. 
‘Majesty to address to your Excellency, for the purpose of being communi- 


cated to the French Minister, the following explanation of the sentiments of | 


your Government upon the present posture of affairs between thuse two 


Kingdoms. . 


The King has exhausted His endeavours to preserve the Peace of Europe. 


The question of an interference in the internal concerns of Spain, on ac- 
count of the troubles and distractions which have for some titne prevatled in: 
that Kingdom, was not one on which His Majesty could, for Himself, enter- 
tain a moment's hesitation. If Mis Majesty’s Pleaipotentiary at Verona did 
not decline taking part in the deliberations of the Allied Cabinets upon that 
question, it was because [lis Majesty owed to His Allies, upon that as upon: 
every other subject, a sincere deciaration of His opinions ; and because He 


hoped that a friendly and unreserved cominunication might tend to the pre- 
servation of general Peace. 


The nature of the apprehensions which had induced the King of France to 
assemble an Army, within His own frontier, upon the borders of Spain, had 
been indicated, in the first instance, by the designatiun of the “ Cordon Sani- 
taire.” The change of that designation to that of an “ Army of Observation” 
(which took place in the month of September last) did not appear to His Majesty 
to imply more, than that the defensive system originally opposed to the con- 
tagion of physical disease, would be continued against the posible inconvee- 


57 
niences, moral or political, which might arise to France, from. a civil contest 
raging in a Country separated from the French territory only by.a conven- 
tional line of demarcation. The dangers naturally incident.to an unrestrained 
intercourse between two Countries so situated towards cach other ;-—the dan- 
ers of political intrigue, or of occasional violation of territory, might suffi- 
ciently justify preparations of military defence. | 
Such was the state of things between France and Spain at the opening of 
the Congress at Verona.. The propositions brought forward by the French 
Plenipotentiary in the Conferences of the Allied Cabinets, were founded on 
this state of things. Those propositions did not relate to any project of car- 
tying attack into the heart of, the Spanish Monarchy, but were in the nature 
of inquiries: 1st, what countenance France might expect to receive from the 
Allies, if She should find Herself under the nececsity of breaking off diplo- 
matick intercourse with the Court of Madrid? and, 2dly, what assistance, in 
supposed Cases of outrage to be committed, or uf violence to be menaced, by 
Span 2? These Cases were all contingent and precautionary. The Answers 
the three Continental Powers were of a correspondent character. 
The result of the discussions at Verona, was a determination of His Majes- 
ty'’s Allies, the Emperors of Austria and Russia ard the King of Prasgia ;— 
1st. I°o make known to the Cabinet of Madrid, through their respective Mi- 
nisters at that Coart, their sentiments upon.the necessity of a change in the 
resent system of the Spanish Government; and, in the event of ah.unsatis- 
tory ahswer to that comthuhication, to recall their respective Ministers ; 
and to break off all diplomatick intercburse with Spain. 2dly. To make 
common cause with France against Spain, in certain 1 poe Cases ; Casca, 
as Has’ beén already observed, altogether contingent and precautionary.— 
His ‘Majesty’s Plenipotentiary declined concurring in these measures; not 
oily because he was unauthorized to pledge the faith of his Government to any 
kypothetical engagetnent, bat because his Governinent had, from the month. 
of April 1820, Dnifoiml y recommended to the Powers of the Alliance, to abstain 
from ‘all interference in the internal affairs of Spain; and: because, having been 
from thé same ‘period, entirely unacquainted’ with whatever transactions 
might have taken’ place between France and Spain, his Government could, 
not judge, on what grounds the Cabinet of the Tuileries meditated a possible 
discontinuance of diplomatick relations with the Court of Madrid; or on 
what proiiids ‘they apprehended an occurrence, apparently so improbable, ws 
acotimencement of hostilities against France by Spain. | | 
No proof was produced to His Majesty’s Plenipotentiary of the existence of 
any design on the part of the Spanish Government, to invade the territory of 
France s—of arly attempt to introduce disaffection among her Soldiery ;—or 
of'any project to undermine her political institutions: and so long as the 
strigetes and disturbances of Spain should be confined within the circle of 
her ©wn Territory, they could not be admitted by the British Government 
0 afford ‘any plea for foreign interference. If the end of the last, and the be- 
~§'0ning of the present century saw all Europe combined against France, it 
Was not on account of the infernal changes which France thought necessary 
for her own political and civil reformation; but because She attempted to pro- 
. pete, first her principles, and afterwards her dominion, by the sword. a 
_Mipossible'as it was for His Majesty to be party to the measures concerted 
at Verona with respect to Spain, His Majesty’s Plenipotentiary declared, that 
€ British Government could only endeavour through His Majesty’s Minister . 
at the Court of the Catholick King, “to allay the ferment which those mea- 
8Ureg might ‘occasion at Madrid, and to do all the good in His powcr.” 
Upto this period no communication had taken place between His Majesty 
and’ the Court of Madrid, as to the discussions at Verona. But about the 
me of the arrival of Lis Majesty’s Plenipotentiary, on his return from Ve- 
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rona, at Paris, Spain expressed a desire for the “friendly interposition,” of His 
Majesty, to avert the calamities of War. Spain distinctly limited this desire to 
the employment of such “ Good Offices,” on the part of Great Britain, as would 
not be inconsistent with “the most str ictly conceived systein of Neutrality.”- 
Nor has any period occtrred, throughout the whole of the intercourse of the 
British Government with Spain, at which the Spanish Government has been 
for one moment led, by that of Great Britain, to believe, that the policy of 
Ilis Majesty, in a contcst between France and Spe: would be. other than 
neutral. 

In pursuance of this requesi, and of his previous declaration. at Verona, His 
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary received instructions at Paris, to make to the French 
Government the offer of [lis Majesty’s Mediation. In making this offer, the 
British Government deprecated, from motives of expediency as well as from 
considerations of justice. the employment towards Spain of a language of re- 
proach or of intimidation. They represented as matter of no light moment, 
the first breach, by whatever Power, of that general pacific Settlement w hich 
had been so recently established, and at the cost of so many sufierings and sa- 
crifices to all Nations. Nor did they disguise from the French Gover nment, the 
anxiety with which they looked forward to all the possible issues of a new 
War in Europe, if once begun. 

In addition to suggestions such as these, the British Government endea- 
voured to learn from the Cabinet of the T allenic 's, the nature and amount of 
the specifick grievances, of which Elis Most Christian Majesty complained, 
against Spain ; and of such epecifick measures of redress or conciliation on 
the part of Spain, as would arrest the progress of His Most Christian Ma-_ 
Jesty’s warlike preparations. 

The French Government declincd‘the formal Mediation of His Majesty ; al- 
leging, i in substance, that the necessity of its warlike preparations was founded, 
not so much upon any direct cause of complaint against Spain, whichy might be 
susceptible of accurate specification and of practical adjustinent, as upon the 
general position in which the two Kingidoms found themselves placed towards 
each other ;—upon the eflect which all that was passing and had_ been :for 
some time passing in Spain, produced upon the peace and tranquillity of His 
Most Christian Majesty's dominions ;—upon the burdensomeness of that 'de- 
fensive armament which France had thought herself obliged to establish’ on her 
frontier towards Spain, and which it was alike inconvenient to her to maintain, 
or, without some change of circumstances which would justify such change of 
eounsele to witlidraw ;—upon a state of things in short, which it was easter to 
understand than to define ; but which, taken altogether, was so Intolerable to 
France, that open hostility would be far prefer able to it. —War would at least 
havé a tendency to some conclusion ; whereas the existing state of the rela- 
tions between France and § Spain might contiaue for an indefinite time; ‘in- 
creasing every day the difficulties of Spain, and propagating disquietude and 
alarm throughout the French Army and Nation. 

But although His Most Christian Majesty’s Government declined on 
these ‘grounds, a formal Mediation, they professed an earnest desire for 
Peace, aud accepted His Majesty's “ Good Ofices” with Spain for that 
object. 

‘Contemplating all the mischiefs which War might inflict upon France, and 
through France ultimately perhaps upon all Europe; and uel it must*inflict,- 
more immediately and inevitably, upon Spain,—whose internal animosities 
and agitations a foreign War coald not but exasperate and prolong,—the 
British Government was decply impressed with the necessity of Peace tor both 
Kingdoms ; ; and resolved, therefore, whether invested yr not with the formal, 
Character of Mediator, to "make eve effort, and to avail itself of every chaneé, 
for the prevention of hostilities. The question was now become a question 
on. ans eure between Spain and France; and the pracucat poise of 
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inquiry was not so much how the relations of those two Governments had: 
been brought into their present awkward complication ; as,how that compli- 
cation could be solved, without recourse to arms, and an amicable adjustment 
_produced, through mutual explanation and concession. me a 
‘Nothing could have induced His Majesty to suggest to the Spanish Nation a 
revision of its political institutions, as the price of Flis Majesty’s Friendship. 
But Spaniards, of all parties and descriptions, admitted some modifications of 
the Constitution of 1812, to be indispensably necessary: and if in such a 
crisis. aS that in which Spain now found herself,—drstracted at once by the 
miseries of civil war, and by the apprehension of foreign invasion,—the adop- 
tion of arnodifications, so admitted to-be desirable in themselves, might afford a 
prospect of composing her internal dissensions, and might at the same time 
furnish to the French Government a motive for withdrawing from the menac- 
ing position which it had assumed towards Spain, the British Government feit 
thatno scruple of delicacy, or fear of misconstruction, ought to restrain them 
from avowing an earnest wish, that the Spaniards could prevail upon them- 
selves to consider of such modifications, or, at least, to declare their disposi- 
tion to consider of them hereatter.— - ca. See gf, Ge -t @ 


d : es : ae ' 3 
It is useless now to discuss what might have.been the result of His Ma- 
jesty’s anxious endeavours to bring about an accoinmodation between France 
and Spain, if nothing had occurred to interrupt their progress. Whatever 
might be the indisposition of the Spanish Government to take the first step 
towards such an accommodation, it cannot be diszuised, that the principles 
avowed and the pretensions put forward by the French Governinent, in the 
Speech from the Throne at the Opening of the Chambers at Paris, created new 
obstacles to the success of friendly iatervention. ‘The communication of that 
Speech to the British Government was accompanied, indeed, with renewed as- 
surances of the pacifick disposition of France; and the French Ministers 
adopted a construction of the passage most likely to ercate an unfavourable 
impression in Spain, which stripped it of a part of its objectionable character. 
Butall the attempts of tie British Government to give effect at Madrid to such 
assurances and explanations, proved unavailing. ‘The hopes of success be- 
came gradually fainter: and have now vanished altogether. 7 


It remains only to describe the Conduct which it is His Majesty’s desire 
and intention to observe, in a conflict between two Nations, to each of whom 
His Majesty is bound by the ties of Amity and Alliance. 

The repeated disavowal, by His Most Christian Majesty’s Government, of 
all views of ambition and agzrandisement, forbids the suspicion of any design 
onthe part of France, to establish a permanent military occupation of Spain ; 
orto force His Catholick Majesty into any measures, derogatory to the inde- 
pendenee of bis Crown, or to his existing relations with other Powers. 

The repeated assurances which Ilis Majesty has received, of the determina- 
tion of France to respect the dominions of His Most Faithful Majesty, relieve 
His Majesty from aay apprehension of being called upon to fulfil the obli- 
Sttions of that intimate defensive Connection, which has so long subsisied 
between the Crowns of Great Britain and Portugal. 

With respect to the Provinces in America, which have thrown off their alle- 
Pouce to the Crown of Spain, time and the course of events appear to 
ave substantially decided their separation from the Mother Country ; 
although the formal recognition of those Provinces, as Independent States, 
Y tis Majesty, may be hastened or retarded by various external circun- 
ances, as well as by the more or less satisfactory progress, in each State, 
towards a regular and settled form of Government. Spain has long been ap- 
Prised of His Majesty’s opinions upon this subject. Disclaiming im the most 
Solemn manner any intention of appropriating to Himself the smallest portion 
of the late Spanish possessions in America, His Majesty-is satisfied that no at- 
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tempt will ‘be made ‘by France, to’bring ‘under her dominion any of ‘those 
ousestions, either ‘by ton quest, or'by cession, from Spam. 


This frank explanation upon the points on whtch perhapsalene the pospibi- 
uy of any collision of France with Great Britain can be apprehended ma 

‘ar between France and Spain, your Excellency will represent to M. de 
: Chatenubriand, as dictated by an earnest desire to be enabled to preserve, in 

that War, a strict aod undeviating Neutrality: a Neutrality not liable to 
. alteration towards eiher Party, so long as the Honour and just Interests of 
Great Britain are equally respected by both. 

Iam commanded, in conclusion, to direct your Excellency to declare to 
the French Minister, that His Majesty will be at all times ready to renew the 
interposition of His Good Offices, for the purpose of terminating those Hos- 
tilities, which His Majesty has so anxiously, although ineffectually, endea- 
voured to avert. 
: ‘T am, -&c. 

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


His Excellency the Rt, Hon. Sir Charles Stuart, G. C. B. 
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SPAIN 


No. 1. 
Confidential Minute of Viscount Castlereagh on the Affairs of Spain. 


Communicated to the Courts of Austria, France, Prussia and Russia in 
Atay, 1820. 


(Extract.) 


THE events which have occurred in Spain have, as might be expected, 
excited, in proportion as they have developed themsclves, the utmost anxiety 
throughout Europe. 

The British Cabinet upon this, as upon all other occasions, 1s ever ready to 
deliberate with those of the Allics, and will unreservedly explain itself upon 
this great question of common interest; but as to the form in which it may 
be prudent to conduct these deliberations, they conceive, they cannot tco early 
recommend that course of deliberation which will excite the least attention 
or alarm, or which can least provoke jealousy in the minds of the Spanish 
Nation or Government. In this view, itappears to them advisable, studiously 
to avoid any re-union of the Sovereigns ;—to abstain, at least in the present 
stage of the question, from charging any ostensible Conference with com- 
mission to deliberate on the affairs of Spain. They conceive it preferable that 
their intercourse should be limited to those confidential communications be- 
tween the Cabinets, which are, in themselves, best adapted to approximate 
ideas, and to lead, as far as may be, to the adoption of common principles, 
rather than to hazard a discussion in a Ministerial Conference, which, from the 
necessarily limited powers of the individuals composing it, must ever be better 
fitted to execute a purpose already decided upon, than to frame a course of 
policy under delicate and dillicult circumstances. 

There seems the less motive for precipitating any step of this nature in the 
case Immediately under consideration, as, from all the information which 
reaches us, there exists in Spain no Order of Things upon which to deliberate ; 
hor as yet any Governing Authority with which Foreign Powers can coiti- 
municate. 

The King’s Authority, for the moment at Jeast, seems to be dissolved. His 

ajesty 1s represented, in the iast Despatches from Madrid, as having wholly 
abandoned Elimself to the tide of events, and as conceding whatever ts called 
for by the Provisional Junta and the Clubs. 

The authority of the Provisional Government does not appear to extend be- 
yond the two Castilles and a part of Andalusia :—Distinet local authorities 
prevail in the various provinces, and the Kine’s personal safety is regarded aa 
extremely liable to be hazarded, by any step which micht lay Him open to the 
“ispicion of entertaining a design to bring about a Counter-Revolutiion, whe- 
ther by Internal or external means. 

his important subject having been referred to, and considered by, the 
Duke of Weilington, his Memorandum accompanies this Mitnute.—THis 
race does not hesitate, upon his intimate experience of Spanish a‘airs, 
fo pronounce, that the Spanish Nation is, ot all the European Pesole, 
that, which will least brook any interference from abroad; he states the 
many instances in whieh, during the last War, this distinguishing trait of 
national character rendered them obstinately blind to the most pressing con- 
siderations of public safety: he statcs the imminent danger in which the sus- 
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picion of foreign interference, and more especially of mterference on the part 
of France, is likely to involve the King ;—and he further describes the difh- 
culties which would oppose themselves to any military operaticns in Spain, 
undertaken for the purpose of reducing, by force. the Nation to submit them- 
selves to an order of things, to be either suggested or prescribed to them from 
without. - 

Sir Henry Wellesley has, in coincidence with this opinion, reported the 
alarm which the intended Mission of M. de La Tour ie Pin had excited at 
Madrid, the prejudice which, in the opinion of all the Foreign Ministers at 
Madrid; it was caiculated to occasion to the King’s interests and possible safety. 
He also reports the steps which it was in contemplation to have adopted, on 
the part of the King, to endeavour to prevent the French Minister from prose- 
cuting his journey to Madrid, when the intelligence of the abandonment of 
the Mission was received from Paris. — ee 

At all events, therefore, until some central authority shall establish itself in 

Spain, all notion of operating upon her councils seems utterly impracticable ; 
and calculated to lead to no other possible result, than that of compromising 
either the King or the Alhes, or probably both. 
The present state of Spain, no doubt, seriously extends the range of politi- 
cal agitation in Europe, but it must nevertheless be admitted, that there is no 
- portion of Europe of equal magnitude, in which such a Revolution could have 
happened, less likely to menace other States with that direct and imminent 
danger, which has always been regarded, at least in this Country, as alone 
constituting the case which would justify external interference. If the case is 
‘not such as to warrant such an interference ;—if we do not fecl that we have 
at this moment either the right or the means to interfere with effect by force ;— 
if the semblance of such an interference is more likely to irritate than to 
overawe, and if we have proved, by experience, how little a Spanish Govern- 
ment, whether of King or Cortes, is disposed to listen to advice from 
Foreign States, 1s it not prudent at least to pause, before we assume an attitude 
which would seem to pledge us in the eves of Europe to some decisive pro- 
ceeding? Before we embark in such a measure, is it not expedient at least to 
ascertain with some degree of precision, what we really mean todo? This 
course of temperate and cautious policy, so befitting the occasion and the 
critical position in which the King is personally placed, will in no degree 
fetter our action, when, if ever, the case for acting shall arise. 

In the mean time, as independent States, the Allicd Powers may awaken, 
through their respective missions at Madrid, with not less effect than would 
attend any joint representation, a salutary apprehension of tlie consequences 
that might be produced by any violence offered to the King’s Person or Family, 
or by any hostile measures directed against the Portuguese Dominions in Eu- 
rope, for the protection of which Great Britain is bound by specifick Treaty. 

In conveying any such intimation, however, the utmost delicacy should be 
observed ; and though it is to be presumed that the views and wishes of all the 
Allied Powers must be essentiaily the same, and that the sentiments they are 
likely to express cannot materially differ, it does not follow that they should 
speak either in their corporate character, or through any common organ,— 
both which expedients would be calculated rather to offend, than to conciliate 


or lena 3 
' ‘There can be no doubt of the general danger which menaces more or less 
the stability of all existing Governments, from the principles which are afloat, 
and from the circumstances that so many States of Europe are now employed 
in the difficult task of casting anew their Governments upon the representative 
principle ;—but the notion of revising, limiting or regulating the course of 
such experiments, either by foreign council or by foreign force, would be as 
dangerous to avow, as it would be impossible to execute; and the illusion too 
‘prevalent on this subject, should not be encouraged in vur intercourse with 
the Allies.—That circumstances might arise out of such experiments ia any 
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country directly menacing to the safety of other State,scannot be denied, and 
gainst such a danger, well ascertained, the Allies may justifiably, and must 
in all prudence, be on their guard ; but such 1s not the present case.—F earful 
gs is the example which is furnished by Spain, ofan Army in revolt, and a 
Monarch swearing to a Constitution. which coptains in its frame hardly “the 
semblance of a Monarchy, there 1s no ground for apprehension that Europe 1s 

likely to be specdily endangered by Spanish arms. 
& *% % * oe * * * * 3 
In this Alliance, as in all other human Arrangements, nothing is more 
likely to impair, or even to destroy it’s real utility, than any. attempt to push 
i's duties and it’s obligations beyond the sphere which it’s original concep- 
tion and understood principles will warrant.—It was an union for the re- 
conquest and liberation of a great proportion of the Continent of Europe 
trom the Military dominion of France ; and having subdued the Conqueror, it 
took the state of Possession, as established by the Peace, under the protection of 
the Alliance.—It never was, however, intended as an Union for the Government 
of the World, or for the Superintendence of the internal Affairs of other States. 
# % ** * # * i * * a 


We shall be found in our place when actual danger Menaces-the system of 
Europe; but this Country cannot, and will not, act upon abstract and specu- 
‘lative Principles of Precaution. The Alliance which Exists had no such pur- 
pose in view in it’s original formation.—It was never so explained to Parlia- 
ment; if it had, most assuredly the sanction of Parliament would never have 
been given to it; and it would now be a breach of faith, were the Ministers 
of the Crown to acquiesce in a construction being put upen it, or were they 
to suffer themselves to be betrayed into a course of measures, inconsistent 
with those principles which they avowed at the time, and which they have 
‘since uniformly maintained both at home and abroad. 
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No. 2. . 


Instructions drawn up by the Marquess of Londonderry, and transferred to 
the Duke of Wellington, September 14, 1822. 


(Extract.) 


WITH respect to Spain, there seems nothing to add to, or vary, in the 
course of policy hitherto pursued :—Solicitude for the safety of the Royal 
Family ;—Observance of our engagements with Portugal,—and a rigid absti- 
nence from any interference in the internal affairs of that Country,—must be 


considered as forming the Basis of His Majesty’s Policy. 
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| | No. -8. 
The Duke of Wellington to Mr. Secretary Canning.— Received November 7. 


(Extract.) Verona, October 29, 1822. 


I SHALL object to every thing, excepting that the Allies should call upon 
France to explain herself ; and then that they should recommend to her, if 


Peace be her object, as it must be that of the other Powers, that She should 


ask for the good offices of one of her Allies, to explain to Spain her desire to 

‘remain at Peace. | | : 

If the Allies should agree to recommend this line, and should enter into no 
reaty, nor make any Declaration, hostile to Spain, and France should then 

desire the Good Offices of England, I shall consent to give them. But if 

there should be any defensive Treaty, or even Declaration against Spain on 

the part of the Allies, I shall consider it my-duty to decline to become a party 


4 


to either, and shall endeavour to make them feel, collectively, that the Treaty 
or Declaration will only render ‘useless the efforts of the Power which is to 
use its Good Offices to maintain Peace; andI shall also decline to consent, on 
the part of my Government, to use such Good Ojhices: but if pressed to do so, 
I shall take the demand ad referendum. 


No. 4. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to the Duke of Wellington. 


(Extract.) | Foreign Office, November 8, 1822. 


I AM to signify to your Grace His Majesty’s entire approbation of your 
conduct and language in respect to the affairs of Spain ;—and particularly of 
the determination not to promise the Good Othces of [lis Majesty between 
that Country and France, in any other case than that of a simple and spcci- 
fick request to that effect on the part of France, unaccompanied by, ‘* any 
Treaty or any Declaration of the Allics hostile to Spain.” eo 


No. 3. 


Memorandum relative to the Conduct of Spain, communicated by M. de 
Jabat to Mr. Secretary Canning on the 18th February 1823. 


SI l'on veut des preuves de la moderation de Espagne, et du peu 
de fondement avec lequel on l'accuse de poursuivre le systéme de propaganda 
politique, voici trots faits irrecusables. La Junta d’Oporto démande en 1820, 
des troupes Espagnoles,—refusé. Le Gouvernement de Naples au commence- | 
ment de 1821 fait la méine pétition,-—-refusé. Kn 1822 on fait retirer jusqu’a 
30 licues dans lintérieur du pays, sur la démande de la France, les retugiés 
francois, Capitaine Nantil, &c. tandis que les Genéraux Epuia, Abreu, &é. 
ct la soi-disant Régence, orgauisoicnt a Bayonne et a Perpignan les Bandes de 
Ja Fou. ; : 

En 1822 nous avons réfusé les services de trois regimens francois de TArmée 
d'Observation. Jusqu’aujourd’hni on ne pourra citer aucun soldat ou paysan 
francois que nous avons séduit, armé, soldé ct lancé dans le sein de sa patri¢e 
pour la déchirer. Nous n’avons pas arboré Ie pavillon tricolore; nous n’avons 


pas réfusé de publicr une Amnistie généreuse et salutaire; nous n’avons pas 


invité a des soirées d’étiquette les Francois expatriés et conspiratcurs; nous 
n’avons pas tolére qu'un individu a Madrid s’affablat publiquement du titre 
de Chargé d’Affaires de la Régence de France, tandisque S. E. M. de Lagarde 
étoit Ambassadeur de 8. M. tres Chreétienne prés S. M. Catholique: enfin 
nous n’avons ricn fait (car ces Preuves n¢gatives pourroient former un Caca- 
logue trop diffus). Nous n’avons rien fait contre les Francois de ce que les 
Francois (c'est a dire Je Gouvernement Frangvis,) a fait contre nous, et nous 
avons fait pour les Gouvernemens qui nous excommunicnt, ce qu’aucun deux 
n’a fait pour nous. 

Sil s'agit de desaveux verbaux ou écrits, L’Angleterre ena recu les plus | 
sulemnels au sujet du Portugal; L’Autriche au sujet de L'Italic; et Europe, 
surtout dans la Séanc2 memorable du 11 Janvier, 1823, a entendu les ré- 
présentants de L’Espaene declarer a la fois, en appelant 4 histoire de ce 
qui s'est passé depuis 1808, jusqu’a 1814, & depuls 1820, jusqu’’ 1823, 1°. 
que leur patrie ne se mélera jamais des affaircs intéricures d’autres Puissances, 
& 2°, qu'elle ne conscntira non plus a Ja dictature scandaleuse qu’on vent lui- 
im poser. 7 
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U Translation of No. 5. ) 


Memoranduan relative to the Conduct of Spain; communicated by MM. de 
Jabat to Mr. Secretary Canning, on the 18th February 1823. 


IF proots of the moderation of Spain, and of the little foundation with which 
She is accused of following the system of propagating Her political princi- 
ples, be required,— here are three undeniable facts :—The Junta of Oporto 
applies, in 1820, for Spanish troops; retused :—Tbe Government of Naples, 
in the beginning of 1821, makes the same request ; refused :-—In 1822, on the 
application of France, the French Refugees, Captain Nantil, &c. were made 
to retire30 leagues into the country, whilst the Generals Eguia, Abreu, &c. 
and the self-named Regency were organizing Bands of the Faith at Bay onne 
and Perpignan. 

In 1822 We declined the services of three French Regiments of the Army 
of Observation. Up to this day, no French soldier or peasant can be cited 
whom We have seduced, armed, paid, and thrust into the bosom of his country 
to devastate it. We have not raised the Tricolor Flag; We have not refused 
to publish a generous and salutary Amnesty ; We have not invited to evening 
assemblies of etiquette French Outlaws and Conspirators ; We have not tole- 
rated that an individual at Madrid should invest himself publickly with the 
title of Chargé d’Affaires of the Regency of France, whilst his Excellency, 
M. de Lagarde was Ambassador of His Most Christian Majesty, at the Court 

. of His Catholick Majesty. In fine, We have done nothing (for these nega- 
tive proofs might form too diffuse a Catalozuc),—We have done nothing against 
the French of those things which the French (that is to say the French 
Government), have done against Us; and We have done for the Governments 
which excommunicate Us, what none of them have done for Us. 

If there be any question of verbal or written disavowals, England has re- 
ceived the most solemu disavowals on the subject of Portugal ; Austria on the 
subject of Italy; and Europe, especially in the memorable Sitting of the 
11th January 1823, has heard the earceuitre: of Spain declare, in appeal- 
ing for the truth of it to the history of what passed from 1808 to 1814, and 
from.1820 to 1823, both, Ist. That their Country will never interfere with 
the internal affairs of other Powers ; and 2dly. That neither will She consent 
to the scandalous dictation which it is wished to impose upon Her. 
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FRANCE. 


No. Il. | 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Stuart. 


(Extract.) Foreign. Office, March 318t, 1823. 


THE Article, of which I enclose a copy, is contained in the Treaty between 
His Mejesty and the King of sha of 1814, but has never been published. 
It was originally a secre¢ article, but His Majesty having declined agreeing 
to it as such (from the opinion that it ought to be communicated to 
His Majesty’s Allies), its tithe was changed from that of a Secret to a 
Separate Article. It formed part of the ‘freaty communicated to the Court 
of France in 1814, by the Duke of Wellington, then His Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador at Paris; but 1t was omitted in the Copy of the Treaty laid before 
Parliament, at the express desire of the French Government, signified by the 
Prince de Talleyrand, then Minister for Forcign Affairs. : 

M. de Chateaubriand will, [ have no doubt, at once ackuowledge that such 
an act of compliance with the wishes of the French Government, enhances 
His Majesty’s claim upon France, to respect the solemn obligation of this 
Article. 


Your Excelleney will particularly remark to M. de Chateaubriand, 
that the Treaty of 1814, was not negotiated till after our army had been with- 
drawn from Spain. | | _ 


(Inclosure in No. 1.) 
SEPARATE ARTICLE. 


HIS Catholic Majesty engages not to enter inio any Treaty or Engage- 
ment with France of the nature of that known under the denomination of the 
Family Compact, nor any other winch may affect the independence of Spain, 
which may be injurious to the interests of His Britannick Majesty, or may be 
contrary to the strict Alliance which is stipulated by the present Treaty. 

The present Separate Article shall form an integral part of the Treaty of 
Friendship.and Alliance signed on the fifth day of July, and shall have the 
same force and validity a3 if it was inserted, word for word, and shall be rati- 
fied, and the ratifications shall be exchanged within forty days, or sooner if 

ssible. | 

In Witness whereof, We, the undersigned Plenipotentiaries have signed, in 
virtue of our respective Full Powers, the present Separate Article, and sealed 
it with the Seals of our Arms. 

Done at Madrid, this fifth day of July, One Thousand Eight Hundred and 
Fourteen. 


(L.S.) M. EL DUQUE DE SAN CARLOS. (L.S.) H. WELLESLEY, 


No. 2. 
Sir Charles Stuart to Mr. Secretary Canning —Received April 10. 
(Iextract.) | Paris, April 7, 1823. 
M. DE CHATEAUBRIAND assured me, that the French Government 


are quite resolved to respect the obligations of the article which I commu- 
nicated to him. . 


ET TT a a aS aD 
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PORTUGAL. 
—_————— SEE 
No. }. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Stuart. 
(Extract. ) Forcign Office, December 3, 1822. 


YOUR Excellency will take an opportunity of obtaining from M. dé 
Villéle some information respecting the nature of the recent communications 
between the French and the Portuguese Governments. 


No. 2. 


Sir Charles Stuart to Mr. Seeretary Canning.—Reccived December 15. 


(EXTRACT.) Paris, December 12, 1822. 


IN answer to the enquiries T have been authorized to bring forward, re- 
specting the nature of the communications which have taken place between 
this Government and the Court of Portugal, the Duke Mathieu de Mont- 
morency has shewn me the correspondence of the French Ministers with 
Monsieur de Lesseps. . | 

It appears from this correspondence, that Monsiear Oliveira, the Portu- 
gucse Chargé d’Affaires at this Court, called upon Monsieur de Villele in the 
course of the Summer, for the purpose of representing the anxiety to which 
the assembling of a French Force on the Pyrenees had given rise at Lisbon, and 
of expressing a hope that his Excellency would give him a full explanation of 
the views entertained by the French Government, with respect to Portugal. 
Monsieur de Villéle assured him, that nothing could warrant any feeling of 


So Y as 


uneasiness. on the part of the Portuguese Government ; that the distance of © 


that Country had not permitted him_ to coutemplate the possible effect, 
which.the concentration of troops in France could produce upon a Nation, 
with whose Institutions or Government the French Ministers could have no 
desire to interfere. , 


No. 3. 


The Viscomte de Chateaubriand to the Portuguese Chargé i Affaires at 
Paris. 


{Communicated by thie Viscomte de Marcellus to Mr. Secretary Canning, 
March 7, 1823. | ; 
— (Extrait.) 
. LE Gouvernement Paortugais croit devoir protester contre le principe cnonceé 


dans le discours prononceé par'S. M. lc 28 Janvier, a Pouverture de la presente 
Session. Le Roi de France. est le maitre de tenira Son Peuple le langage 


8 


qu'il lui convient, et il seroit difficile de comprendre comment le Gouverne- 
ment Portugais se trouve offensé d’un discours adressé aux Deputés de la 
France. Oe . ee Beak BS 
‘Si Armée Francaise doit penetrer sur le territoire Espagnol M. le Chargé 
d’Affaires de Portugal sera parfattement libre de quitter ie territoire Francois 
comme il en a recu l’ordre de son Gouvernement. se 2 
Si le Gouvernement Francais est forcé de declarer la Guerre au Gouvernement 
Espagnol, ce n’est puint pour soutenir des Théorics Politiques, mais parecque sa 
sureté immediate et ses inter&ts essenticls sont compromis par les transactions 
domestiques del’Espagne. La France n’etant pas dans le méme position avec 
le Portugal ne voit aucun motif plausible pour que le Gouvernement de 
S.M. T Fidéle rénonce 4 des relations de paix et d’'amitié. La France espére 
qu elle n’aura point & repousser une aggression non provoquée ni a soutenir 
une guerre defensive, qui n’aurait pour base et pour prétexte de la part de ceux 
qui la déclareroient que |’énonciation d’un principe sur lequcl repose le droit 
politique de la France. 
Quant aux dispositions futures relatives 4 la residence des Consuls, le Gou- 
vernement Francois n’a aucun besoin d’entrer en arrangement 4 cet égard 
uisque l’intention de Sa Majesté Tres Chretienne n’a été de rappeler du 
Portugal ni Son Chargé d’Affaires ni Ses Consuls. Elle prendra ponr l'avenir 
Conseil de Sa Dignite. 
- & | = Le Soussigné, &c. | i 
{Signé) CHATEAUBRIAND. 


(Translation of No. 3.) 
a . | | 
The Viscomte de Chateabriand to the Portuguese Chargé d Affaires at Paris. 


[Communicated by the Viscomte de Marcellus to Mr. Secretary Canning, 
ae March 7, 1823. | REE oe cit aati OP 
(Extract.) 


THE Portuguese Government thinks proper to protest against the prin- 


ciple promulgated in the Speech delivered’ by His Majesty on the 28th of 


January, at the Opening of the present Session. The King of France has 
a right to hold to His People the language which suits them; and it would be 
difficult to understand how the Portuguese Government cau take umbrageé 
at a Speech addressed to the Deputies of France. . | | 

If the French Army shonld be obliged to enter Spain, the Portuguese 
Chargé d’Affaires will be at perfect liberty to quit the French Territory, in 
conformity to the orders he has received from his Court. 

If the French Government is forced to declare War against the Spanish 
Government, it is not to support political theories, but because Her immediate 
safety and Her essential interests are compromised by the internal transac- 
tions of Spain. France, not being .in the same situation with regard to 
Portugal, sees no plausible motive to induce the Government of His Most 
Faithtul Majesty, to renounce the relations of peace and friendship. France 
hopes that she snall not have to repel an unprovoked aggression; nor to 
maintain a defensive War, which would have ne other toundation or pretext 
on the part of those who should declare it, than the promulgation of. a prin- 
ciple on which the political Law of France 1s founde: a 

As ‘to future arrangements respecting the residence of Consuls, the French 
Gevernment sces no occasion to enter into any arrangement upon that subject, 


“alate cas atl ea. 


ee, 


Pd 


9. 


beeguse it has never been the intention of His Most Christian Majesty to 
recall, either His Chargé d’Affaires or His Consuls, from Portugal. 
He will in future adopt such measures as may be consistent with His 
Dignity - : : ‘ Ree od 
| The undersigned, &c. 
(Signed) CHATEAUBRIAND. 


| 


a 
No. 4. 


M. de Chateaubriand to the French Chargé d Affaires at Lisbon. 3 


Paris, le 30 Junvier 1823. 


_ [Communicated by Viscomte Marcellus to Mr. Secretary Canning, 
: February 3, 1822.] | 


(Extract.) . 


LA Icttre que j’ai eu l’honneur de vous ecrire le 13 Janvier courant, con-. 
firme toutes celles que mon. Predecesseur vous avait adressées sur les dis- 
positions amicales de lg France envers le Portugal. 

Vous avez été constamment chargé de donner a ce (zouvernement l’assurance, 
ae de nos armemens n’était dirigé contre lu. ; que l’entretien d’un corps 

e troupes Francoises vers les Pyrenées n’avait pour bat que de nous mettre en 
état de défense, si notre territoire, ou nos institutions, étoient menacces par 
I'Espagne, et si la conduite de cette puissance rendait une rupture inévitable :— 
mais que nous séparions la cause de Espagne du Portugal, contre lequel 


mous n'avions aucun grief; et que nous désirions ne pas voir altérer nos 
relations avec lui. 


(Translation of No. 4.) 
M. de Chateaubriand to the French Chargé a’ Affaires at Lisbon. 


[Communicated by Viscomte Marcellus to Mr. Secretary Canning, Fe- 
bruary 3, 1823. | 


(Extract.) Paris, January 30, 1823. 


THE letter which I had the honour of writing to you on the 13th of the 
present month, confirms all those which my Predecessor had addressed.to 
you, respecting the friendly dispositions of France towards Portugal. 

ou have constantly been instructed to assure that Government, that our ar- 
maments were uot directed against Portugal;—that the maintaining a body 
of troops in th vicinity of the Pyrennees had no other object than to place us 
Ina state of defence, should our Territory or our Institutions be menaced by 
Spain; and should the conduct of that Power render a ru pture unavoidable: — 
ut that we separated the cause of Spain from that of Portugal, against which 


ower we had no complaint; and that we wished not to see our relations. 
with ler interrupted, 
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- No. 5. 
Sw Chartes Stuart to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Received April 3%. 


Sr, Paris, April 17, 1823. 
THE Portuguese Chargé d’Affaires at this Court has addressed a note to 
the Viscomte ie Chateaubriand, stating that, in virtue of the Instructions he 
has received from his Government, he considers the relations of Amity be- 
tween the two Countries to have been interrupted, from the moment the 
French Army crossed the rrontier of Spain, and that he must, therefore, 
demand his Passports. : | 
This Communication has been answered by a Note from Monsieur de Cha- 
teaubriand, referring to his former declarations, that it is the desire and inten- 
tion of His Most Christian Majesty’s Government to continue at Peace with 
Portugal ;—that if, however, the manifestation of these friendly sentiments 
will not induce Monsieur de Sampayo to suspend the execution of his exders, 
until the result of a reference to Lisbon shall be k:own, his passports will be 
delivered to him ; but that the French Ministers do not think it necessary, on 
that account, to withdraw the Chargé d’Affaires, or the Consular Agents, 


. who are actually employed in Portugal to maintain the usual relations between 


the two Courts. 
I have the ‘honour to be, &e. 
| (Signed) CHARLES STUART. 
The Right Honourable George Canning, | 
&e. &e. &e. 


Printed by R. G. Clarke, at the London Gazetle Office, Cannon- Rom, Westmis:sier 
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BETWEEN 


DON VICTOR SAEZ 


MR. SECRETARY CANNING. 
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July 1823. 
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CORRESPONDENC E 
| BETWEEN 
DON VICTOR SAEZ 


MR. SECRETARY CANNING. 
No. 1. 
Don Fictor Saez to Mr. Secretary Canning. 


Monsieur, ss Madrid, le 7 Juin, 1823. 
SAl l'honneur de transmettre 4 Votre Excellence Ja Lettre, par laquelle 


‘Son Altesse Sérénissime La Régence d’Espagne et des Indes a Phonneur de 


commaniquer 48a Majesté Britannique sor installation, qui vient d’avoir 
lieu dans cette Capitale, de [a maniére la plus solemnelle, et quia été suivie 
de la reconnoissance de Son Altesse Royale Monseigneur Le Due d’Angot- 
heme, an Nom de 8a Majesté Trés Chrétienne. 

Son Altesse Sérénissime en me chatgeant de priser Votré Exéellénce de 
presenter 4 Sa Majesté Le Roi dé la Grande Bretagne la dite Lettre (dont j'ai 
lhonneur d’accompagner une copie, ainsi que es Documierts relatifs a la 
‘nommation de La Régence), m’a ordonné de vous éxprifirer én ménié tems, 
sot vif desir de cultiver les relations PAmitt qui oit toujours subsisté entre 
Nos Augustes Souverains. 

. Je mecroirai heurenx de eontribuer & remplir les veeux de Son Altéesse 
Scrémssime % eet égard ; et en attendant, j'ai 'honncur d’assurér Vofré Ex- 
cellence de fa haute considération avec laquelle fai, &c. cede ane 

4) VICTOR SAEZ. 


(Sign 
Seu Escellénce MM. Canning, 
Se. &e. &e. 


(Translation of No. t.) 


Den Vietor Saez to Mr. Secretary Canning. 

Sir, | Madrid, June 7, 1823 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit to Your Excellency the Letter, by which 
His Serene Highness The Regency of Spain and the Tndies has: the honour 
of communicating to His Britannick Majesty it’s installation, which took 
ce, with the greatest solemnity, in this Capital, and which has been fol- 
owed by the recognition, of His Royal Highness the Duke d’Angoi- 

léme, inthe Name of His Most Christian Majesty. 
is Serene Highness, in directing me to request that Your Excellency will 
prevent to His Majesty The King of Great Britain the said Letter (ot which I 
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have the honour to inclose a copy, as likewise of the Documents relative to 
the nomination of ‘The Regency), has ordered me to ‘express to you, at the 
saine time, his anxious wish to cultivate the relations of Friendship which 
have always subsisted between Our August Sovereiyns. . 

I shall feel happy in contributing to fuifil the wishes of His Serene High- 


ness in this respect ; and in the mean time I have the honour to assure Your 


Excellency of the high consideration, with which &c. 
; (Signed) 
His Excellency Mr. Canning, 
Se. ce. &e. 


VICTOR SAEZ. 


7 (First Inclosure in No.. 1.) 
PROCLAMATION. 
Son Altesse Royale Le Duc d Angouléme, Général en Chef de L’ Armée 


Francaise, aux Espagnols. 


EsPaGNoLs: 


_ AVANT que larmée Francaise franchit les Pyrenécs, j'ai déclaré & votre généreuse Nation que 
Ja France n'était point en guerre avec elle. Je lui ai annoncé que nous venious comme amis et 
comme auxiliaires, laider a relever ses autels, a délivrer son Roi, a rétablir dans soa sein ha justice, 
Pordre et la paix. J'ai promis respect aux proprictés, sureté aux personnes, protection aux 
hommes pairibles. L'ispagne a ajowé foi a mes parvles, (Les provinces que j'ai parcourues ont 
requ les solduts Francais comme des freres, et ta voix publique vous aura xppris s’ils ont justifié 
cet accueil, et si j’ai tenu mes engayemens, 

Espagnols, si votre Noi était encore dans Sa capitale, la noble mission que le Roi mon oricle 
m'a confiée, et que vous connaissez toute entizre, serait céja préte & s’accowplir; je n’aurais plus, 
_spres avoir rendu le monarque a la liberté, qu’a appeler sa paternelle sollicitude sur les maux 
qu'ont soufferts Ses peuples, sur le besoin qu’ils ont de repos pour le présent et de sécurité pour 
Vavenir. | 

L’absence de Sa: Majesté m'impose d’autres devoirs. 

Le commandement de Varmée m’appartient, mais quelque soit le lien qui m’attache & votre Roi, 
et qui unit la France & I'Espagne, les provinces delivrécs par nos soldats alliés ne peuvene yi ne 
‘doivent étre gouverrécs par des étrangers. j 

Depuis la trontiére jusqu'aux portes de Madrid, leur administration a &1é provisoirement confiée 
a Wbonorabies Espaynols dont le Roi connait le dévouemenc et la fdé ité. et qui ont. acquis dans 
ces circonstances difficiles, de nouveaux droits a Sa recounaissance et & I’cstime de la Nation. 

Le moment est venu détablir, d'une maniere solennelie et stable, la Regence qui doit étre 
chargée d’adiministrer les pays. d’organiser une armée reguliere, et de coucerter avec mui les moyens 
de consommer notre grand ouvrage, la délivrance de votre Roi. 

Cet étublissement ollre des dithcultés réelles que la franchise et la loyauté ne permettent pas de 
dissimuler, inais que la nécessité doit vaincre. . ; 

Le choix de Sa Mayesté ne peut étre connu. Ii n’est pas possible, sans prolonger doulourease- 
mene les wmnaux qui pésent sur le Roi et sur la nation, d’appeler les provinces & y concourr, 

Dans ces conjonctures difficiles, et pour les quelles le passé n’othe pas d’exemple a suivre, j'ai 
pensé gue le moyen le plus convenable, le plus national ct le plus agréable au Roi, était de con- 
soquer Mantique Conseil Supréme de Castille et le Conseil Supréine des Judes, dont les bautes et 
diverses at mbucons embrassent le Reyaume et ses Possessions d’outre-mer, et de coufier & ces 
grands Corps, incépendans par Jeur €.évation et par la position politique de ceux qui les composent, 
Je soin de cé-igner eux ménes les Membres de la Régence. 

J'ai en conséquence, convoqué ces Conseils, qui vos feront counaitre leur choix. 

Les hommes sur qui se seront réunis leurs suffrages exercerout un pouvoir nécessaire jusqu’au 
jour desiné of votre Roi, heureux et libre, pourta s’occuper du svin de consolider Son trdéne, en 
assurant, a Son toar, le bonheur qu'il doit & Ses sujets 

Expuganols ; Croyez eu la parole d'un Bourbou. Le Monarque bienfaisant qui m’a envoyé vers 
vous ne séparéra pus dans ses voeux la liberté d'un Roi de Son sang et les justes espérauces d une 
Nation grande et pénéfeuse, Alliée et Amie de la France. 


Au Graud Quartier Général de Alcobendas, le 23 Mai, 1823. 
(Signé) LOUIS ANTOINE. 


Par Son Altesse Royale Le Prince GEiciilissinse: 
Le Conseillor d' Etat, Commissaire CWil de Sa Majesté Tits Chrétienne, 
(Signé) DE MARTIGNAC. 


im 
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(Translation of First Inclosare in No. 1.) 
PROCLAMATION 


His Royal Highness The Duke of Angouléme, General-in-Chief of the 
4 French Army, to the Spaniards. _ 


s 


Spaniagps'! 


BEFORE the French Army crossed the Pyrenees I declared to your generous Nation that France 
‘was not at war with it. IT announced to it that we came as Friends and as Auxiliaries, to 
help it to restore its altars, to deliver its King, to re-establish justice, order and peace iu 
its bosom. J] promised respect to property, security to persons, protection to peaceable men. 
Spain gave faith to my Words. The Provinces through which I have passed have received the 
French soldiers as brothers, and the publick voice will bave informed you if they have justified this 
reception, and if I have kept my engagements. 

Spaniards ! if your King were yet in His Capital, the noble mission which The King, my Uncle, 
has confiled to me, and with which you are fully acquainted, would be already nearly accomplished : 
I should, after having restored The Monarch to liberty, only have to call His paternal solicitude 

to the évild which His people have saffered—to the necessity they have tor repose for the present, 
‘and security for the future. a edt: 
The absence ot His Majesty imposes on md other duties. _ | 
.'Fhé command of thé army belongs to me; but whatever be the tie Which attaches me to your 
Rig, dnd which unites Franée to Spain, thd Provinces delivered by our allied soldiers neither can 
Tor Ought td bé governed by foreigners, . 
Froif the frontiet to the gates of Madrid th¢ir administration has been’ provisionally intrusted 
fo honourable Spaniards; whose dévotedness aiid fidelity are Known to The King, and who have. 
le under these: difficult: cireidistunces, riety claitns to Efi¢ gratitude and to the esteem of the 

ation, 7 
; The rioment has arrive! for establishing, in a solemn and stable manner, the Regency which is 

tw be’ intrusted with the Adiiinistration of the’ Country, with the organization’ of a regular army, 

= With coticérting With me the means of consummating our great work—the deliverance of your 
ing. | | 

This Establishment presents real difficulties, which fraukness and honesty do not allow to be 

divsetibled, buc which necessity must overcome. | 
The-choice of His Majesty cannot be known, It is not possible, without grievously prolonging 

the evils which press on The King and on the Nation, to call on the Provinces to concur ia it. 

Under these difficult circumstances, and for which the past offers no precedent to follow, I have 
thought that the course most suitable, most national, and most agreeable to ‘The King, was te 
convoke the ancient Supreme Council of Castile, and the Supreme Council uf the Indies, tbe bigh 
and various attributes of which comprehend the Kingdom and its Possessions beyond the sea, and 
to intrist to these great Bodies, indépendent by their elevation and the political position of those 
who compose them, thé care of themselves selecting the Members of the Regency. | 

F have consequently convoked these Councils, who will make you acquainted with their choice. 
_ Fhe men on whom their suffrages shall fall will exercise a necessary power till the wished-for 
Gay, when your King, happy and free, will be able to occupy Himsclf with the care of consolidat- 
mg His Throne, in securing in His turn the bappiness which He owes to His subjects. 

entards ! believe in the word of a Bourbon. ‘The bencticent Monarch who has sent me te 
you will never separate in: His wishes, the liberty of a King of His blood, and the just bapes of a 
‘great and yenerous Nation, the Ally and Friend of France. 


At the Grand Head Quarters of Alcobendas, the 23d of May 1823. eo 
: : (Signed) LOUIS ANTOINE. 


By His Royal Highness The Prince Generalissimo. 


Fhe Councillor of State, Civil Commissioner of His Most Christian Mojesty, ; 
(Signed) DE MARTIGNAC., 


(Second Inclosure in No. 1.) 
: Madrid, le 23 Mui 1823. 


A Son Excellence M. Le Duc d’Infantado, Président du Conseil Supréme de Castille. 


ana K ptemier soin de Son Altesse Royale en arrivant dans la Capitale de l' Espagne, est d’y €tablir 
ake Bence. chargée d’Administrer le.Royaume pendant Ja captivité du Roi, d’organiser une 
régulidre et de.se concerter avee Le Prince Général en Chef pour Ja déliverance de Sa Ma- 
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jesté. La nomination des Membres de cette Régence ne pouvant étre faite par le Roi, ni par les 
Provinces ;. et Son Altesse Royale ne voulant pas y prendre part, Elle a pensé que le moyen le 
pes convenable, et le plus national, était de charger de ce soin le Conseil Supréme de Castille et 
Je Conseil Supréme des Indes. En conséquence, Son Altesse Royale a arrété que ces deux 
Conseils séraient convoqués sans delai, pour procéder de concert a I'élection des cing Membres 
dont La Régence lui parait devoir étre composée. 
_ J’ai Phonneur, M. le Duc, de donner communication a Votre Excellence de cette décision de Son 
Altesse Royale, et de vous prier, en Son nom, de convoquer, le plutdt possible, les Membres du 
Conseil que Votre Excellence préside. Je prie également Votre Excelleuce de me faire conraitre 
des opérations qui auront é:é faites par les Conseils réunis. 
J'ai l*‘honneur, &c. 


| (Signé) (DE MARTIGNAC, 
[Poreil Lettre a été adressée a M. le Président du Conseil Supréme des Indes ] 


(Translation of Second Inclosure in No. 1.) 


Madrid, May 23, 1823. 
To His Excellency The Duke of Infantado, President of the Supreme Council of Castile. 


THE first care of His Royal Highness, on His arrival in the Capital of Spain, is to establish 
there a Regency, charged with the Administration of the Kingdom, during The King’s captivity; 
to organize a regular army, and to concert measures with The Prince, General in Chief, for the 
liberation of His Majesty. As the nomination of the Members of the Regency cannot be made 
by The King, nor by the Provinces, and His Royal Higbuess, not wishing to take any part in it, 
is of opinion, that the most expedient, and the most national means would be, to charge the 
Supreme Council of Castille and the Supreme Council of the Indies with this service. His Royal 
Highness has in consequence ordered, that the said Councils should be convened without delay, to 
ipa in concert, to the election of five Members, of which number it appears to Him that the- 

egency should be composed, . 

Ihave the honouwr, my Lord Duke, to communicate to Your Excellency this decision of His 
Royal Highness, and to request you, in his name, to convene, as soon ag possible, the Members. 
ot the Council over which Your Excellency presides.—I also beg Your Excellency to inform me 
of the proceedings which the united Councils may take. 

I have the honour, &c. 
(Signed) DE MARTIGNAC, 


[A like Letter was addressed to the President of the Supreme Council of the Indies.] 


(Third Inclosure in No.1.) 


Exmo Senor, 


LUEGO gue recivimos tos oficios de este dia que Vuestra Excellencia se eirvid pasarnos de orden 
de Su Alteze Real El Principe Généralisimo, relativos al nombramiento de Personas para Regentes 
del Reyno, dispusimos la reunion de los Individuos de los dos Consejos de Castilla é Indias, y ba- 
biendolos hecho presentes, despues de meditado su contenido, y conferenciado sobre el asunto con 
Ja premura-del tiempo que se dexa discurrir, se acor’6 4 pluralidad de votos, se conteste 4 Vuestra 
Iexcellencia para que se sirva elevarlo 4 noticia de Su Alteza Real, que los Consejos de Castilla € 
Indias, con arreglo 4 las Leyes de Lspafia, 4 las practicas y usos observados en ella, nunca han 
tenido ni tienen la facultad de proponer, ni menos de aombrar para Regentes del Reyno, en 
ninguno de los casos que sabiamente establecen sus Leyes, pnes estus tienen prevenido el modo y. 
orden con que deben hacerse tales nombramientos ; y, por lo mismo, que de ninguna manera pueden 


proponer ni nombrar legalmente, segun lo encarga Su Alteza Real; pero que deseando por una 
parte darle una prueba del justo aprecio que merecen sus resoluciones, y haciendose cargo del 
estado de cautividad en que se halla El Rey nuestro Seftor, y de las criticus circunstancias de ka. 
Nacion, y por otra del-benefico deseo que manifiesta Su Alteza Real para asegurar el acierto en 
materia de tanta consequencia para la Nacion, y en que los Individuos de ambos consejos no 
pueden menos de segunilar sus loables intenciones, ban acordado igualmente manifestar 4 Vuestra 
Excellencia que si Su Alteza Real lo tuviese por conveniente, remitiran para su conocimiento la 
lista de los Suygetos que crean mas & proposito para Reyentes interinos del Reyno durante Ja 
ausencia y cantividad de fio. Rey y Sehor Don Fernando Septimo, 4 los fines tndicados en ek 
apreciahle oficto de Vue-tra Excellencia & que contestamos. 


Sirvase Vuestra Excellencia recibir la expresion de nuestros sentimientos y de fira, distinguida 
consideracion. _ 


Madrid, 23 de Mayo 1823. ’ ' Exmo Senor, 


(Firmado) EL DUQUE DE INFANTADO. 
M. EL DUQUE DE MONTEMAR, 


—CONDE DE GARCILZ, 
Exmo. Senor de Martignac, Comisurio Regio, . # 


es 


(Translation of Third Inclosure in No. 1.) 
Most Excrxiest Sik, Madrid, May 23, 1823. 


AS soon as we received the Letter, dated this day, which Your Excellency was pleased, by order 
of His Royal Highuess The Prince Gencralissimo, to address to us, respecting the appointment of 
the Persons who should constitute the Regency of the Kingdom, we proceeded to convene the 
Individuals of the Two Councils of Castile and the Indies, und having deliberated on the contents 
of your Letter, and discussed the subject with all convenient epeed, it was decided by a majority: 
of votes, to reply to Your Excellency, with the view of your being pleased to convey it to the 
potice of His Royal Mighness,—that the Councils of Castile and the Indies, according to the Laws 
of Spain, and the practice and custom observed in the Kingdom, have never possessed, nor du 
possess, the power of proposing or appointing to the Oilfices of Regents of the Kingdom, in any 
of the cases wisely anticipated by its Laws,—for the latter have (ety the mode and the order 
to be observed in regard to such appointments,—and that, therefure, they are not eompetent by 
any means lawfully to propose or nominate those Members, as desired by His Royal Highness : 
but, being solicitous on the one hand, to afford Him a proof of the just estimation in which they 

bold His Resolutions, and taking into consideration the state of captivity in which The King, our 
Lord, is kept, as also the critical circumstances of the Nation, —and, on the other, the beneficent 
wish manifested by His Royal Highness, to insure success in a matter of such importance to the 
Nation, and in which the Individuals of both Councils cannot but second His laudabie intentions, — 
they bave agreed to state to Your Excellency, at the saine time, that if his Royal Highness should 
deem it proper they will transmit for His approval the list of Persons whom they think the best 
fitted to be invested with the Offices of Reyents, ad interim, of the Kingdom, during the absence 
and captivity of our King and Lord Don Ferdiwand VIL., for the purposes mentioned in Your 
Excellency’s esteemed Letter, which we hereby answer. 

Please toseceive the expression of our sentiments and of our distinguished consideration. 


(Signed) THE DUKE DEL INFANTADO. - 
M. THE DUK& OF MONTEMAR, 

—CONDE DE GARCIEZ. 

His Excellency Senor de Martignac, Royal Commissioner. 


(Fourth Inelosure in No. 1.) 


Madrid, le 24 Mat) 1823. 
A Monsieur Le Duc de I'Infantado, Présidént du Conaeil Supréme de Castille, 


J'AI communiqué & Son Altesse Royale Monseignewr Le Duc PAngodlémne la Note que Votre 
Excellence m'a fait I'honneur de m'adresser ca matin, de eunoert avec Son Excellence Le Duc de 
Montemar, Président du Conseil Supréme des Indes 

Son Altesse Royale a vu avec une vive peine que les deux Conseils réunis, avaient jugés que la 
mission qui leur était confié ne rentrait pas dans leurs attributions et qual n‘éait en keur pouvoir, 
de procéder eux mémes a I’élection des Membres de la Régence. Son Altesse Royale désirait 
Vivernent demeurer entidrement étrangére 4 cette élection.et se conformer ainsi aux instructions 
Téitérées qu'elle a recues du Roi de France. Cependant comme il importe avant tout que le 

ouvernement soit établi, Monseigneur me charge de faire connaitre & Votre Excellence : ; 

lo Quelle desire que la liste que les Conseils se proposent de lui presenter ne contiennent 
qu'un nombre éal a celui des Membres de la Révence a élire. 

20 Que daus tous les cas les Conseils indiquent dans leurs céliberation les causes de leur refas 
d'élire eux-memes. : 

30 Qu’ils demenrent chargés de proclamer et de faire reconnaitres les Membres de Ja Régence 
que Son Altesse Royale aura designés sur la liste qui lui aura été proposée. ’ 

J'esptre M. Le Duc, que les Conseils se préteront autant qu'il sera en feur pouvoir anx Hies 
que Son Altexse Royale m’ordonne de leur manifester, et qu'ils se hateront de faire cesser an-état 
"ipcertitude qui pourrait avoir des suites facheuses. 7 
J'ai Vhonneur, &c. 

(Signé) DE MARTIGNAC 


ar lettre a €té adressée & M. Le Duc de Montemar, Président da Conseil Supréme des 


(Translation of Fourth Inclosure in No. 1.) 


Madrid, 24th May, 1823. 
To The Duke of Infantado, President of the Supreme Council of Castille. 
Na tAVE comnutmicated to His Royal Highness Monscigneur The Duke of Angouléme, the | 


ig, at: Your Excellency did me the honour of addressing to me this morning, in coneert with 
ce lency the Duke gf Montemar, President of the Supreme Council of the Indies, 


f 
h 


’ 8 


| His Royal Highness has seen with serious uneasiness, that the two united Councils have con- 
‘ ‘sidered, that the Mission which was eonfided to them, did not came within their province, and that 
' it was not in their power to proceed of themselves, to the election of the Members of the Regencv. 
His Royal Highness was anxiously desirous of taking no part whatever in that election, and of 
a thereby acting in strict conformity to the reiterated instructions that he has received from The 
King of France. Nevertheless, it being an object of the first importance, that the Government 
a should be established, His Royal Highness has directed me to acquaint Your Excellency: 
: Jo That He is desirous that the list which the Cuuncils propose to present to Him should con- 
ist precisely of the same numbcr as that of the Members to be elected to the Regency. 
here ee | 2 That in any case, the Councils should state in their deliberations, the causes of they them- 
oo tee ‘selves refusing to elect | : 
pa ae a 3¢ That they should be required to proclaim, and cause to be acknowledged, the Members of 
te the Reyency that His Royal Highness shall point out in the list submitted to Him. 
| L hope, My Lerd Duke, that the Couneils will further, as much as lies in their power, the views 
| of His Royal Highaess, whieh ] am commanded to state to them; and that they will hasten to 
! | put an end to a state of uncertainty, which may be productive of anpleasant consequences. 
ee | | I have the honour, &c. 
2 ae (Signed) DE MARTIGNAC. 
ee re [4 HN tinal was addressed ta the Duke of Montemar, President of the Sapreme Council of 
. ‘avr a he Jadies. 
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(Fifth Inclosure in No. 1.) 
Exmo. SEnqor, 


A CONSECUENCIA del “Oficio de Vuestra Excellencia de esta fecha reanidos las Individuos 


ee de los Consejos de Castilla & Indias, ban estimado aptos para Regentes del Reyno 4 los sugetos 
Pe a ; “aque eomprehende la adjunta lista. 
: : : . Lista de les sugetes que se han estimado aptos para Regentes del Reyno. 
| EL DUQUE DEL INFANTADO. 
ey 1 EL DUQUE DE MONTEMAR. 
wv i EL; BARON DE EROLES. 
i; EL OBISPO DE OS8MA. 
oo, D. ANTONIO GOMEZ CALDERON. 
No se creen dichos Individuos autorizados para hacer por si el nembramientg por las razones ex- 
mS ig presddas en nuestro Oficio del dia de ayer, ni predran expedir la Cedula ordinaria para su publica- 
' qion por np estar instalados los Consejos, pudiendo entretanto anunciarse por medio de ung 
sae Proclama como la que se ba fixado en este dia con fecha de ayer por S, A. R., a quien se serviré 
" V. E bacer lo presente.—Dios guarde & V. E. m. a. | "oe 4 
fee} Madrid, 24 de.Muyo 1823. _-Exmo. Sefor, _ 
— , r ca -  (Firmado). EL DUQUE DEL INFANTADO. 
Wee ms MM. EL DUQUE DE MONTRMAR, 
EP edas - Exnio. Senor de Martignac, —CONDE DE GARCIEZ. 
i ee *  Comisario Regio. 
od fi é . . I 
: | a a ; e e , . | | 
be t F (Translation of Fifth Inclosure in No. 1.) 
oe i 
ha oe Mosr ExceiigntT Sip, 
Sug : THR Individuals of the Councils of Castile and the Indies, having assembled in consequence of 
Set Your Excellency’s Letter of this day, came to the Resolution that the Pérséns comprehended in 
an the subjoined list were proper Persons for discharging the Office of Regents of the Kingdom. 
! | 4 y : . . , 
a ' be . List of Individuals judged to be qualified for Regents of the Kmgdom, 
a THE DUKE OF INFANTADO. oe 
: | THE DUKE OF MONTEMAR. 
ie FHE. BARON: DE EROLES. 
7 o | | THE BISHOP OF OSMA. 
, é DON ANTONIO GOMEZ CALDERON. 
a ‘ oa i a ° . ° ° ° 
a The Individuals first-mentioned, do not think themselves justified in proceeding, of their own: ag- 
nd thority, to the nomination, for the reasons specified in our Letter of yesterday; nor can they- 


ae - issue the usual Order [Cedula} for its Publication, inasmych as the Couneils are not installed. 


ayy 


Cy" 


Jrnay ip the mean time he anneunced try maans of a Froclamation, like that Which was published 
today, under date of yesterday, by His Royal Highness, to whom Your Excellency will ba pleased 


tecommunicate this Letter. God preserve Your Excellency gyany years. 
Modrid, May 24, 1823. . Most Excellent Sir, 


' (Signed) THE DUKE DEL INFANTADO. 


M. THE BUKE DE MONTEMAR, 
His Extellency Senor de Maxtignac, —+-ECQNDE DE GARCIEZ. | 


Royal Commissioner. 


_—h 


. (Sixth Inclosyre in No. 1.) 
DECLARATION. 


NOUS, Louis Antoine d’ Artois, fils de France, Duc d’Angouleme, Général-en-Chef de Armée 
Fraucaise ev Espagne. 


Vu notre Arreté en date du 23 courant, portant que les Conseils de Castille et des Indes seront 


convoqués a leffet de procéder a l’élection des Membres qui devront composer la Régence du 
Royaume ; | 


u la délibération prise par les Conseils réunis sous la date du méme jour portant que les Con- 
seils ne se jugent pas autorisés par les Lais du Royaume, a élire eux-méines la Régence, mais qu’ils 
croient cle leur devoir de nous présenter la liste des sujets qui leur paraissent les plus propres & ces 
hgutes fonctions ; | ; | 


Vn la liste & nuus présentée le 24 en Execution de cette délibération et portant les noms suivants : 


LE DUE DE k INPANFADO. 

LE DUC DE MONTEMAR. 

LE BARON D’EROLES: 
LEYEQ@UE PQSMA- | 
D. ANTONIO GOMEZ CALDRRON. 


“ _ @ 


omme 


I; 


| Dédlarans, ow nem de Sa Majest4é Le Roi de France notre Seigneur et Oncle, haar Bs 
comppsant lg Régence du Royaume pendant la captivité de Sa Majesté Le Roi Ferdinao vi 
NOTRE €0USIN LE DUC PE LINEANTADO, Président. 
st lse-. | Membres: , 
NOTRE COUSIN LE DUQ DR MONTEMAR, 
LE BARON D’EROLES, Ligutengat- Général. 
M, L'QVEQUE D'QSMA. 
M. ANTONIO GQMEZ CALPERON. 
Donné en Notre Quartier Général, a Madrid, le 25 Mai 1823. _ 
| _ (Signé) LOUIS ANTOINE,. 
Par Sqn Altesse Royale Le Prince Généralissime, | 
Le Conseiller d’Etat, Commissaire Civil de Sa Majesté Trés Chrétienne, 
a (Signé) - DE MARTIGNAQO, 


DECLARATION. 


rench army in Spain « Artois, son of France, Duke of Angouleme, General-in-Chief of the 


WE, Louis Antoine d 


be wmsidering our Decree of the 23d instant, directing that the Councils af Castile and the Indies 
ae Ovoked, for the purpose of proceeding to the election of the Members who should form the 
ent Fi the Kingdom ; 

that A cae resolution adopted by the assembled Councils, under the same date, purporting 


efener k ls lid not consider themselves authorized by the Laws ot the Kingdom to elect a 
- ati ut that they thought it their duty to present to us the list of the Persons who appeared 
~~ “© Most proper for that high Office s og 
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‘incivility, in sending back your Messenger without a written acknowl 


10 


Considering the list presented to us on the 24th, in execution of this resolution and containing 
the following names :— | | 
THE DUKE OF INFANTADO. 

THE DUKE OF MONTEMAR. 

THE BARON D’EROLES. 

THE BISHOP OF OSMA. 

DON ANTONIO GOMEZ CALDERON, 


We declare, in the name of His Majesty The King of France, our Lord and Uncle, that we 
recognize, as composing the Regency of the Kingdom, during the captivity of His Majesty King 
Ferdinand VII : 3 

OUR COUSIN THE DUKE OF INFANTADO, President. 


Members . 
OUR COUSIN THE DUKE OF MONTEMAR, 
THE BARON D’EROLES, Lieutenant-General. 
THE BISHOP OF OSMA. | 
M. ANTONIO GOMEZ CALDERON. 


(Signed) LOUIS ANTOINE. 
By His Royal Highness The Prince Generalissimo, 


Councillor of State and Civil Commissioner of His Most Christian Majesty. 
i (Signed) DE MARTIGNAC, 


Given at our Head-Quarters, Madrid, May 25, 1823. 


No. 2, 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Don Victor Saes. 


Sir, | Foreign Office, June 19, 1823. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Letter which Your 
Excellency did me the honour to address to me on the 7th instant, announc- 
ing the installation of a New Regency at Madrid, and inclosing a Letter, ad- 
dressed (as you inform me) by that Body to The King, my Master. 

The Regency of Urgel, some months ago, and more recently that which 
was instituted after the entrance of the French army into Spain, successively 
addressed Letters to me, announeing, in like manner, their. assumption, 
respectively, of the Government of Spain. 

o neither of these Communications has it been thought necessary to 
return any answer: And, if I now deviate from the course pursued in 
those two instances, it is only because [ would not appear to be guilty of 

me A 
ment of your Letter. 

I have, however, nothing to add to that acknowledgement. The King, 
my Master, having a Minister resident near the Person of His Catholiek 
Maicsty, cannot receive a Communication of this description ;—and it is, 
therefore, not consistent with my duty to lay before The King, the Letter 
addressed to His Majesty, which [ have the honour herewith to return. 

-T have the honour, &c. 


(Signed) | GEORGE CANNING, 


His Excellency Don Victor Saez, 
: &ce. §e. Se. 


Printed by R. G, Clarke, at the London Gazette Office, Cannon-Rew, Westminster. 


sd 
o 
o . 
. 
. 
se 
’ 
. 
e 
. 
‘ 
a*7 ct porta wee Mr Eg a OR Be ap OE ge cate! # — - ‘> - Mm - z 
: t * ae 1! P 2 > oe te seige it t af sex : . 
ra ; ; eae le PE GR EaSe on oe + a Fe a eee ere OF wee? re riety ye mn ee ee ep ee ne Oe CR EH 25 GS fonts pe : seni Ry 
‘ ry ’ ee ys = ~ ee a . g + Bes ons : 5 ae r - € me 
es oe = a “ ee 7 3 ‘ os : : = es a - 
oe i AS Reha aah a Na ‘ 7 pa as : - = te , ae PS SS a ee Pete Sion Bn saree ej .- ~ a + . 1 ee “6 a 2 ee “e oP v4 _ “ a. : aes er TaN Org oot ae 
4: ai oS aie a sii a, oe . a Ee ods a 4 ze ae : P a oe Lest nate 6 a do 0 SP See aes a ee een nee ee RE eg a 
? ha eran ty sea a a rs aes - = “ : r are ae . - a . of, NE ga fx: ' 5 4 Be ew Eee “ oe: etc a ote ~ 
oe eee we eo ate ahi sid —e Age 2. Se: Se ee er er + =e ao5 as : ou i g oe E : Uy * = S . Paes + - “ft + aw > ~*e toe 
5 a ee Ret rr we fe ™ Oe at eohet ney caB an eee Sein OO leg ele Tt Ie ree a ” =) a is Sad ‘ ee ee a Pe eee xh ro. th j oo SE Ie % ees es i PMS Lolly ES pS ew — s Me@ee® Gera a ~~ 
é : Sia Se MA ee Se - mae ee 7. ' : yoo a ar a a re reer oe _ yh ey eo s, oo ME LO pe Mee ae ee See pee wher — iE, ™ . 
at ; =! Pompe as epee c me 2 ee > ae _ , 4 - - J BOP eee, Se as - a a ~. eee Pee 3 : oe 
_ ve Ry > ees Mee = Ps ae ee - : ; 4 ee a aR os rip ee ESS oo # me oe - re 7 e . ‘ y a 
° Gey hee et : , = ao 4 - 4 : ie : ‘ . : : : : “ : : a ’ ; . eS ee : es tyne BOM he 
a aed eo fom ae a 1 oe a: s . - ae =: Se ge ta ai 3 + 44 2 é - _ .- 

Petes, 9 acts U "6 ae gee = oS Pome erat = BES : : : . y ‘ .- <- : Cae: Se) . . 
~¢ 2 ee -*, tages Fy ra o * a fe a 2 1 , s- 4 - «* r o ¢ ‘ ae : A 
ee Sra. iil wip? ore wa Sar, 2 ee. cope -~_ ~~" Meee _ a . : ad S57 os ‘ wo Pee ee . * * ‘6 4 % ’ % 

. ‘ © Zc : : "ot . Soda Map auktas oe 2 s we eee a 4 . ‘ - af VS + . ~~ eke es 

wee ge at ct aos ome See os ee ee oe, SUBD eee, ang tas ae Se Spe eS Fa BAUR. cen oes Le fee oa : Se ee - . ce a de Z ah Janes - «= . ‘ : hee 
_ es . 2 4 © Bes : : > : —— rar wf . “ — os 
' , : aa = = : a F = cate sae - ge he se Sere : 
aie & fait = ho s _ - - - “ x ne oe = <— se 2 
SFeryed bale lo sre eS 5 ke aka bass. Vi Be MEN. Phe icee: eee Pee, Sot ee ee ee ee ee es = - ose 
Stetina 55 . 
my - 
Ld eee * ae te ‘1 oe 
acs as i a * * az Py 
rs zi - . 4, ‘* ¢ ert 
os ' 


u/ 
PAPERS 4 


RELATING TO 


THE SLAVE TRADE. 


Presented to both Houses of Parliament by His Majesty's Command 


May 1823. 
as na SSeS ONS ESSENSE 
LONDON ; 


PRINTED BY R. G. CLARKE, 


AT THE LONDON GAZETTE OFFICE, CANNON-ROW, WESTMINSTER. 


(4) 


. 
o 
« 
' 
* 
. 
e 
. 
. 
. 
‘ . 
a 
. 
er 
a 
o 
, 
. 
° 
. 
. 
< 
. 
. 
* 
» 
Tee io — =. i sia -- 3 pots eso Ye ex ta = is _ 4 
: ; : : 4 - : i “ re SS RB ee toe gre Sores: a - Sy oth 
: _ x wage “ ee oe Seg GA “Sees ges * ered ° se em a, og * oY fs a ab eee rg eee = : eps 2 es : 4 
- = : ‘ “ ged et ee ge e+ - - Ce a Ne = Loe fino 4 ¥ 4 _— ; ; : = 3 z : 
oe pre ee : ; Be : . ; -- , q : Couch aor, oro. <4 . SP ae 
; . - A ar +: toe, : re a ee Se ee ts 
= 7 ® * —— eee" ater — * r ———— : % 7 ae 
ra oc - ‘ @--. wow y 3 ee ” ae 2 e ae 
ae a _ a Pe Boe wae ae ee r - : . ors ae i aoe on 2 “eyo = ee 
. : oh sake : 3 RY ae : : wa aa _ ain : a4. wo @ oF oo, pa FA eee Salie Se SO 2 
- —— oe - a i , re : — et i : ie Pgs ee oe a 
ee - ae , ge he aie * _ WS SoS ee eee eet ONES oA . ‘ : 3 ane ¢ 
= = + a ty 3 tae BS f+ -_ ne acre =, e eure ; ; . ca 2 
Bye Re ae -_ 77 vem . 4 - : hers ys ee Ss a - 7 : ce : ; om . % 
= 7 “ios 7 * y 2 , . ; ae ’ oe _ ’ * ‘ 6 aA . = ae-¢ A 


4 


A et cn apo : : 
aaa ae ntl a a pn ae roe ee pe Co fs tae rae - — en eat bee aoe yer Sie 


sis as aed Wer se PS ony Se AS : 2 Pas 


- ' o 
= ~ g- — aol e be = 5 ~ . 
-_- od be 8 ee ae we a ee ~ 2 E : 7 
ee | acing = skew na eo ~~ FT ft ek et oe = wig baie A nm aoe ce ie 
ee ee je a Peon am te a = 


LIS T. 


No. Page. 
1, The Duke of Wellington to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Paris, September 21, 1822 — ‘i 


2. Mr. Secretary Canning to the Duke of Wellington.—Foreign Office, October 1, 1822 — ibid, 
3. The Duke of Wellington to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Verona, November 29, 1522 — 5 


Inclosure 1.—Procts-Verbal of the Conference held at Verona, 24th November, 


with Translation. — — — at sila 
(Annexed to do.) Memorandum of the Duke of Wellington — ia — 6 


Tnclosure 2.— Procets Verbal of the Conference held at Verona, 28th November, 


with Translation — pa — —_ as 


A. Reply ot the Austrian Cabinet to the Memorandum of the Duke of Wellington, 


B. Reply of the French Plenipotentiaries to the Memorandum of the Duke of 
Wellington, with ditto — _ — — —e — 138 


C. Reply of the Prussian Plenipotentiaries to the Memorandum of the Duke of 
Wellington, with ditto — — ae i ans = 9 


D. Reply of the Russian Plenipotentiaries to the British Memorandum, with ditto 20 


E. Resvlutions agreed to in the Conferences of the 8th November, withditto — 23 


— 
‘ . 
~ 
' 
. 
: 
‘ 
. t 
r 
s 1 
. 
. 
é * ry 
s 7 é 
e 
, 
' 
. 
> 
‘ ; a 
: F 
re 
* s 
e ie 
t + 
, 
a ' 
$ . 
{ 
. 
. 
' 
, 
- . 
. . 
e ’ 
‘ 
¢ - ~ . 
. 
. t 
. 
- . o 
e 
e- 
. 
7 
* 
‘ 
= poe re ee . * es - = - a ce -- coal . “ = - — a 2 =. sacar Sh 
* z ae + - = “ x = Bee: : pa £ : é ce ie Masel alee ~ ees 20, Rae ae - 7 ~ 
— = ee ee ee qe er wk i Sag Seas - . bed a : a . g@ ote. Vee # Pe ee ie pe Bag Fw pe gp es awe A Sp He 5 = 4 # 
. : : . . ‘ 
4 ' * t A z 
mS roof Sg eet ae - 2 - ad 
ass - tee PA -_+ a t a) § aa 
a i 1s 
are 2S A ’ ei 
~ - a “ee pee 5 < os “ es ~~ 
2s er ee ee oes peers a ee : caw OTe << ~ 
rt pa aa _ . i a 
: - ute : Je ee ae © oe ek ere FOP Sng o te Mes ; 
_ of aoe ee 7 as : . : * ees : ee a : ~ 
: : ; : ; cabo wy : . ; Se ae z me gush Z ae. ee , + r E 
Le Fe ete wed mg am sae er ee ee un we ee eee ee ee rT er BO Ot pee cae is se _ 
s cae) My €; a oe Tho - . . . x ee te ees 3 ~ - z : . Set zoe 
- Seem, delete tal wets See SE gyi oh oe ee ~tytt eh ee eS tte agen aes Coe fag Bek Se gt ees % . — . ew ee -_ = - cr * 4 : 
ia F Wee f “Ouse a OM = : 2 2 se : . : -s we v . 
‘ e ® - + 
+e ae Mee tm me ane ae ee *»-g-fL - * = ~_ ~ ~ = + - ? is = Se « - = Pes 4 
wd et 20. 0 - ot oe dew -- ‘ eke wees ee ye ~- @ = - oF ee tae x ae Laer em C8, oe vam Shs Bax! Gea os —- 
a te ee ~~ od - - _—- ees -_--4 2. ee ES - -« oe 
bd % me 4.7 bs 


a 


CORRESPONDENCE | 


RELATING TO 


THE SLAVE TRADE. 


No. 1. 


The Duke of Wellington to Mr. Secretary Canning, dated Paris 21st. 
September, 1822.— Received the 24th. 


(Extract.) 


I HAVE taken an opportunity of talking to the French Minister -respect- 
ing the Slave Trade, and of urging him to adopt some effectual measures for 
its repression. * al 

He stated that the King, and the French Government were sincerely.anxi- 
ous to put an end to this Traffick ; but that they could devise no measures to 
produce that effect which they could hope would be adopted ; that the mea- 

sure so often recommended to their. attention by the British Ambassador 
at this Court, that of attaching a Peine [nfamante to the conviction of this. 
crime, would.be inefficient even if passed into a-law. He said that he could 
not conceal from me the fact, that the Abolition of the Slave Trade was un- 
popular in France ; and he begged me to observe, that the existing Law for. 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade, was the only Law that had ever passed the 
Legislature without discussion. 
replied that I did not think we were called upon to point out tothem the 
measures which they ought to adopt, in order to carry into execution their 
‘own engagements. That we stated the measures which had been found most 
effectual in England and elsewhere, and we certainly had reason to complain, 
if no measures were adopted by France to carry into execution Her Engage- 
ments, the Decree of the King, and the Law of the Country. 

The French Minister said, that they had done, and would do, all in their 
power; that they maintained Cruizers on the Coast of Africa, and off Ma- 

agascar, for no purpose, excepting to check this Traffick, to which they were 
sincerely desirous to put an end. 
I told him that I should certainly draw the attention of the Allied Courts 
‘to this subject at the Congress ; as they, equally with ourselves, were anxious 
for the total Abolition of this Traffick. 


lees ) 
No. 2. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to the Duke of Wellington. 
(Extract.) Foreign Office, October 1, 1822. 


1 SINCERE as is the anxiety of Hie Majesty and His. Government to devise: 
means which may tend in any way to the extirpation of that scandal-of the 
yr, 
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civilized world, the Slave Tradc ; and confident as I am, that your Grace will 
exert yourself, with the utmost alacrity and zeal, to impress upon the minds 
of the Ailied Sovereigns and their Ministers, the duty of perfecting the work 
of the Abolition, I confess that the Report which I have received from your 
Grace, at Paris, has greatly damped the-expeetation of ahy decisively favoura- 
ble result from the approaching Conferences. 

The refusal of France, not enly;to enter into any new Engagements, or 
to al any new Laws for the suppression of the Slave Trade, but Her neglect 
and apparent repugnhahcetven to execute those by which She has already bound | 
herself, notwithatanding the too nétorious-cortifiuance ef that Treffick by her 
Subjects, leave little hope that the authority of France will be employed 
otherwise at Vicnna than to prevent the adoption of any effectual resolution. 

Every effort must, nevertheless, be made to bring, the influence of the 
Congress to bear upon this most momentous subject; and from the other 
three Members of the Alliance we may hope to obtain such a manifestation 
of opinion, as may show that their feelings, as declared in 1815, have 
undergone nochange. _ | ee 

The difficulty under which this Country now labours, im pressing the accom- 
pamen of the Abolition, beyond what it experienced in 1815, arises partly 

rom the lowered tone of sentiment throughout Europe, upon subjects appealing 
to the feelings of mankind, compared with that which prevailed at a moment of 
general excitement ard enthusiasm ;-and partly from the rotion, sedulously in- 
culcated by other Powers having Colonies, that self-interest now mingles with 
our humanity ; and that by our persevering efforts to bring about the Abplt- 
tion in these Countries, we are only seekmg te inflict upon the Colonial Pos- 
sessions of our rivals, a portion of the evils which the partial Abolition ts 
alleged to rave ‘breught.upon oar own. i. | 3 

* Your Grace may confidently affirm, in reply to sach insinuations, that 
among ‘the ‘causes which have contributed to the depression of Colomal Pro- 
dace in tliis Country, so far is the Abolition of the British Slave Trade ‘from 
being one, that its continuance would unquestionably have. aggravated: that 
depression ; and its ‘tevival would be deprecated by no.class of men more than 
by the Colonists of Great Britain. | : ee se 

But in proportion es the interests of that class of His Majesty's Subjects 
have becn exposed to hazard, by the Legislature of this Country, in setting the 
éxample of the unqualified renunciation of a practice originally incorporated 
with the system of Colonies, and long supposed, however falsely, to be meces- 
sary to their existence (a renunciation dictated by considerations of. a higher 

order than have usually guided the conduct of States) ; in the same proportion 
is the British Government called upon to leave no effort untried to give effect 
to that example, and to take care that it shall not have been set in vain. 
- At present, whatever may have been ‘the advantage or disadvantage to the 
-Bnitish Colonies, tt is much to be feared that to Africa the Abolitron by Great 
Britain has been injury rather than gain. The Stave Trade, so-far from being 
diminished in extent, by the exact amount of what was in former times the 
British demand, is, upon the whole, perhaps, greater than it was at the period 
when that demand was the highest: and the aggregate of human suffering, 
and the waste of human life, in the transport of Slaves from the Coast of 
Africa to the Colonies, are increased in a ratio enormously greater than the 
increase of positive numbers. It would seem as if those, who continue this 
abominable Traffick, had a malicious pleasure in defeating the calculations of 
benevolence, and in visiting upon the innocent victims of their avarice, the 
fruitless endeavours to rescue those victims trom their power. ' 
Unhappily it cannot be-denied, that our very attempts at prevention, imper- 
fect as they yet are under the Treaties which now authorize our intcrference, 


‘tend to the augmentation of this evil. The dread of detection .suggests-expe- 
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: heats of concealment productive of the most dreadful sufferings to a Cargo, 
- with respect to which it hardly ever seems to occur to its remorseless owners, 
_ that it consists of sentient beings. The numbers put on board iu each venture, 
ate so far from being proportioned to the proper capacity of the vessel, that the 
probable profits of each voyage are notoriously calculated only on the surviv- 
, ‘ors : and the mortality is, accordingly, frightful to a degree unknown, since the 
' -attention of mankind was first called to the horrors of this Traffick. | 
To these enormous, and I am afraid, even growing eyils, we have nothing 
‘too , but the Declaration of the Congress at Vienna; our Treaties with 
Spain and the Netherlands, abolishing the Trade definitively and totally ; and 
with Portugal, restricting the Portuguese Slave Trade to the South of the 
ine. : 
_ The provisions of those Treaties are about to receive a beneficial extension, 
* “by an Article which those Governments, respectively, have agreed to add to 
‘them ; imflicting the same penalties of capture and confiscation on vessels on 
board of which Slaves may have been, as on those on board of which Slaves 
are actually found at the time of visiting them. 
. I inclose a copy of this proposed Article to His Majesty's Missions at the 
‘Courts of the ace Madrid and Lisbon. | | 
I inclose also a copy of a proposed Article, the object of which is to procure 
‘a farther extension of the same principle, by admitting the peculiar fitting up 
of a Slave ship, as evidence of the purpose, and proot of the criminality of its 


v 
. "Te 5s, m truth, absurd to talk of prevention, if the vessel must actually have 
‘counpleted the purpose of its voyage, before that purpose, however evident, 
.€am be suspected; and if, while the having on board a single Negro is to 
Se conclusive proof of guilt, manifest preparations for the reception of 
‘hundreds are not to be considered as leading to a presumption of it. 
_ _° SSut, even when all this is done, little, very little, way is made towards the 
2C©Omphshment of our great work, so long as Portugal continues the trade 
_ “Ttth. half the continent of Africa,—and so long as France is determinately 
°PPosed to any further measures of restriction. 
: “4s to France, I fear, that so far from any advantage being likely. to be ob- 
| Mute by the. — urgency of the British Government with that of His 
©st Christian Majesty, every fresh representation does but irritate and 
On firm the spirit-off re#tance, and tend to convert more and more, a question 
knoral duty and political obligation, into one of national pride. _ 
‘or t is necessary to take this plain, though discouraging view of the situation 
~__. this great question, because neither the past efforts of His Majesty's Go- 
| Lernment, nor those which your Grace is directed to make at the present — 
©n gress, can be viewed in their just light; if it is supposed that they have. 
been, or are to be, employed altogether upon willing, or even upon unprejudiced 
™ nds ; or that the fhilure to produce the desired effect, is to be attributed to 
nt of zeal or of importunity on our part. 
Ut is the truth (however lamentable or incredible) that by the testimony 
Of the French Government itself, there is no publick feeling—none, on this 
Sa Bject in France, which responds in the smallest degree to the sentiment pre- 
Valent in England ;—that no credit is given to the People, or to the Levisla- 
Te of this Country, for sincerity in those sentiments; that our anxiety upon 
ree matter is attributed to a calculation of national interest; and that a new 
sy formed on a proposition from England for new Restrictions on the illicit 
}.. a2ve Trade, would, at this moment, infallibly be thrown out in the Legis- 
ture of France. | 
Zt has been recommended by persons, laudably anxious for the attainment 
€ the great object in view, that the Congress should declare the carrying on 
Of the Slave Trade to Ge Piracy. But does there appear the slightest proba- 
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} ee : ie ee bility that the French Plenipotentiaries would concur in a position qualify ing 
ris 4 oe as acts of Piracy, acts which the French are committing every day; and 
a ge laying open the ships and properties of those subjects, not merely to a right of 
ee visit to be mutualy exercised, but to sweeping uncompensated capture by 
1) thee ie 4 the cruizers of Great Britain ? : 

go f. ‘Would such a Declaration by Powers who have no Colonies of their own, 
ae it oe carry great weight? and would not an assumption on the part of the Congress, 

. Bae of a pretension to legislate on matters of Publick Law, and to establish a new 
es t. ot ‘principle of Maritime Police, excite, in other Powers, a disposition to demur 

ae to its jurisdiction ¢ a 
bs A | There is a minor degree of coercion, which is undoubtedly within the right, 
oe as well as the power of the Sovereigns, which has been more than once pressed 
ee: upon their attention. Itis that they should, each, in their dominions, whether 

Bee eS | ‘severally or by joint-compact, prohibit the introduction of Colonial Produce 

- ow rE ae from the Colonies of States which have not legally and effectually abolished 

ae the Slave Trade. | | | 

| i cae This would be attended with some immediate and perhaps with greater ulti- 
mt mate good effect; and this would be done in the exercise of an undoubted 

i er and legitimate authority, which even those who might suffer by it, could 

ae : not call in question. 

| Sore _ The principal advantages then to be derived from the union of Sovereigns to 

ae eae the cause of the Abolition, appear to resolve themselves into these two,— 
a eae ee Ist. An Engagement on the part of the Continental Sovereigns to mark 
ae their abhorrence of this accursed Traftick, by refusing admission into their 
a dominions of the produce of Colonies belonging to Powers who have not 
my OL. abolished, or who notoriously continue the Slave Trade. . 
a 2d. A Declaration in the names, if possible, of the whole Alliance,—but, if 
> , France shall decline being a party to it, then, in the names of the three other 
oe .Powers, renewing the denunciation of the Congress of Vienna, and exhorting 
Peg ee the Maritime Powers, who have abolisoed the Slave Trade, to concert measures 
er , among themselves for proclaiming it, and treating it, as Piracy ;—witb a.view | 
Pag we to founding upon the aggregate of such separate Engagements between State 
Le and State, a general Engagement to be incorporated into the. publick Law of 


the Civilized World. 


; a . 
) _ Such a declaration, as it. assumed no binding force, would not he obnoxious 
to the charges which would attach toa declaration of new publick law, by an 
! incompetent authority ; while at the same time its moral influence might ma- 

terially aid us in our negotiations with other Maritime States. 
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__ We could have no difficulty in consenting, that subjects of the United oe 
dom found trading in Slaves should be treated as Pirates, upon a reciprocal 
mission of the same principle by other Powers. _ | | 
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The Duke of Wellington to Mr. Secretary Canning, dated Verona, 29th 
} November 1822.—Received December 9th. 


| (Extract.) | 
I INCLOSE you the Protocols -of the Conferences, and the several 


papers annexed, on the Slave Trade. —— 
. ou will observe that what I intended should be a general declaration, 1s 


"in the shape of resolutions ; and that there is no separate declaration upon 


any of the points, by the several Powers who agree to them. 


{First Inclosure in No. 3.) 


Procés-Verbal de la Conférence relative & [Abolition de la Traite des 
Neégres, &. 


(Extrait.) | Vérone, le 24 Novembre 1822. 
MESSIEURS les Plénipotentiaires @Autriche, de France, de Grande 


Bretagne, de Prusse et de Russie, se sont reunis ce jour, pour prendre con- 
naissance de la communication que M. le Duc de Wellington a faite au nom 
du Gouvernement Britannique, telle qu'elle se trouve ci-annexée. 
Eilve avait pour objet la continuation déplorable du Commerce des Négres, 
en dépit des Déclarations, des Lois et des Traités, qui ont interdit et con- 
cammé ce Commerce depuis 1815. M. le Duc de Wellington a présenté 
238 son mémoire des observations sur ce qu'il regarde comme les causes du 
mal, et il a indiqué différentes mesures qui pourraicnt y. mettre un terme. 

I. le Comte de Nesselrode a déclaré au nom de Sa Majesté I’Empereur 
de toutes les Russies, que Sa Majesté Impériale ne désavouerait jamais les. 
i cipes et Jes sentimens, qui Lui avaicnt fait envisager de tout tems la 
a te des Négres comme un commerce réprouvé par la Religion, fa Justice 
i Humanité ; et qu’Elle était préte 4 concourir aux mesures, que Ses Alliés 
CoCtaient exécutables pour assurecr l’Abolition totale et définitive de ce 

St merce. 
aa, Tessicurs les Plénipotentiaires d’Autriche, de France et de Prusse, ont 
-Salement déclaré que leurs Souverains persistaicnt dans les principes, en 
“Veur desquels Ils s’étaient prononcés dés le Congrés de Vienne; et on est 
*S©nvenu de consacrer de nouveau ces principes, par une Declaration analogue 


““~ Celle du 8 Février 1815. | 


Quant aux mesures particuliéres proposées par M. le Duc de Wellington, 
oy '@ssieurs Jes Plénipotentiaires de France se sont réservés d’en faire l'objet 
le leurs réflexions, et de soumettre les résultats de ces réflexions 4 une Con- 

©rence prochaine, | 
(Signé) 
NMOETTERNICH. CARAMAN. WELLINGTON. HATZFELDT. 
‘ESSSELRODE. LEBZELTERN. FERRONAY. LIEVEN. 
CIIATEAUBRIAND. - TATISCHEFF. - 
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(Translation.) 
Proces-Verbal of the Conference relative to the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, &c. 
(Extract.) Verona, November 24, 1822. 


THE Plenipotentiaries of Austria,-of France, of Great Britain, of Prussia, 

and of Russia, met this day, to take into consideration the communica- 
tion which the Duke of Wellington has made, in the name of the British 
Government, in the form in which it is hereunto annexed. 
' 'Phe subject of it is, the deplorable continuation of the Slave Trade, in 
spite of the Declarafions, the hay and the Treaties, which have interdicted 
and condemned this Trade since 1815. The Duke of Wellington offered in 
his memoir, observations as to what he considers to be the causes of the evil, 
and pointed out different measures which might put-an end to it. 

Count Nesselrode declared, in the Name of His Majesty the Empcror 
of all the Russias, that His Imperial Majesty never would disavow the prin- 
ciples and the sentiments, which had made Hin, at all times, luok upon the 
Slave Trade as a Traffick reproved by. Religion, Justice, and Humanity ; 
and that he was ready to concur in such measures as His Allies should think 
practicable, to secure the total and definitive Abolition of this Trafhck. 

The Plenipotentiaries of Austria, of France, and of Prussia, also de- 
clared that thetr Sovereigns continued firm in the principles, in favour of 
which thev had pronounced themselves, since the Congress of Vienna; and 
it was agreed to record anew these principles, by a Declaration analogous 
to that of the 8th of February 1815. 

With respect tothe particular measures proposed by the Duke of Welling- 
ton, the Plenipotentiaries of France reserved tu themselves to make them 
the subject of their reflections, and submit the result of those reflections to a 
subsequent conference. 


(Signed) 


METTERNICH. CARAMAN. WELLINGTON. HATZFELDT. 
NESSELRODE. LEBZELTERN. FERRONAY. LIEVEN. 
CHATEAUBRIAND. TATISCHEFF. 


(Annered to first Inclosure in No. 3.) 
Memorandum on the Slave Tradc, by the Duke of Wellington. 


THOSE Ministers who had the honour of representing His Britannick 
Majesty at the Conferences at Vienna, at Paris, and at Aix-la-Chapelle, called 
the attention of the Sovereigns and of their Ministers upon each of these 
accasians to the state .of the Slave Trade ; but there never was.a moment, at 
which it was more important that their attention should be drawn to this 
subject, than the present. : 

In the year 1815, after a solemn deliberation, in which the Ministers repre- 
senting the Eight Powers, which signed the Treaty of Paris, of May 1814, 
took a part, they unanimously expressed their desire to put an eud to a 
scourge which had so long desolated Africa, degraded Europe, and afflicted 
Humanity. | 

Of these eight Powers, seven have passed Laws, having for their object 
entirely to prevent the -subjccts of their several States from engaging in this 
Trafhick :—Onc only (Portugal) still permits it in its own Territories and 
Factories South of the Equator, but has prohibited the Trade by its subjects 
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North of the Equator; and all the Maritime Powers of Europe, and th:c 

United States of America, as well as the South American Governments, | 

with the exception of Brazil, have equally, by Law, prohibited their subjects 
and citizens from carrying it on. 

Yet I have the means of proving that this Traffick has been, since the year 
1815, and is at this moment, carried on to a greater extent, than it had been 
atany former period j that in seven months of the year 1821, not less than 
thirty eight thousand human beings were carried oft from the Coast of Africa 
in hopeless and irremediable Slavery, and that not less than three hundred 
and tfey-two vessels entered the Rivers and Ports of Atrica, North of the 
Equator, to purchase Slaves between July 1820, and October 1821. Each 
of these was calculated to carry off from five to six hundred Slaves. 

Surely then, it is time that the Sovereigns, whose Ministers assist at this 
Conference, should mark their continued sense of the horrors of this Trade, 
and should take some measures, which shall be effectual to put an end to a 
Trfick so revolting, as that the very mention of its result is sutticient to 
afflict humanity, without adverting to any of its disgusting details, which are 
but too well known to all those to whom this paper is addressed. 

It is obvious that this crime is committed in contravention of the Laws 
ofevery Country of Europe, and of America, excepting only of one, and that 
itrequires something more than the ordinary operation of Law to prevent it. 

Portugal is the wale Country in the World, which now, by Law, permits 
a Trade in Slaves, and that only in its own Factories and Territories South of 
the Equator ; and as there is no legal sale for Slaves, imported in Slave Ships, 
excepting in the Portuguese Colonics, which are generally South of the Equa- 
tor, the whole Trade North of the Equator, whether in the purchase, sale, or 
transport of Slaves, is forbidden by the Law of every Country in Eurepe, and 
is contraband. | 

But it is not carried on with the usual secrecy of a contraband trade. This 
contraband trade is carried on generally under the protection of the flag of 
France. The reason is obvious—Francc is the only one of tlié great Mari- 
tme Powers of Europe whose Government has.not entered into the Treaties, 
whicly have been concluded with His Britannick Majesty, for giving to cer- 
tain of the ships of each of the contracting partics, a limited power of search 
and capture of ships engaged in this horrible Trattick ; and those employed 
it this service have too much respect for the flag of France, to venture, ex- 
cepting in cases of extraordinary suspicion, to scarch the vessels which sail 
under its protection. = 

An endeavour has recently been made to improve these Treatics with Spain, 
the Netherlands, and Portugal ; but no improvement of the measures to be car- 
Tied into execution under these Treaties, however well calculated under other 
circumstances to affect the objcct in view, can be effectual, so long as contra- 
band traders in men can carry on their trade by assuming any foreign flag, 
Particularly one in every view so respectable as that of France. | 

1€ consequence of this state of things 1s, that this contraband trade is at- 
tended by circumstances much morc horrible, than any thing that has ever 

‘tn known in former times. It is not necessary here to cnumerate all the 
horrors respecting it, which have come before the publick, in the different dis- 
“UslOnms which have taken placc, as well in France as in England; but it 
‘nnot be denied that all the attempts at prevention, imperfect as they have 

¢n found to be, have tended to increase the aggregate of human suffering, 
Ndthe waste of human life, in the transport of Slaves from the Coast of 
Africa to the Colonies, in a ratio far exceeding the increase of positive num- 
TS Carried off in Slavery. The dread ‘of detection suggests cxpedicnts of 
fonceal ment productive of the most dreadful sufferings to a cargo, with respect 
‘0 which it hardly ever scems to occur to its remorseless owners, that it con- 
‘83 Of sentient beings. 
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‘The numbers put on board in each venture, are far from being proportioned 
‘to the proper capacity of the vessel ; and the mortality is frighttul to a degree 
unknown, since the attention of mankind was first drawn to the horrors of 
this Trafiick. | 

There is no hesitation in declaring that it would have been far more.consol- 
ing to humanity, and that by far a smaller number of human beings would 
have lost their lives by cruel and lingering sufferings, if the trade had never 
‘been abolished by the Laws of any Country. 

In this case, Christian Sovereigns and Legistaturcs would have considered 
it their dutv to provide, that those of their subjects, who carried on a Trade 
in Human Creatures, should take care of those whom they carried off in, per- 
petual captivity,—that the jee in which they should be confined, whether 
‘tn their settlements on the Coast of Africa, previous to embarkation, or in 
their ships on passage to the place of sale, siiould be sufficient to give such 
human beings the faculty of breathing, and the chance of life,—thbat the water 
‘and food supplied to them should be suthcicnt in quantity at least, if not 
wholescme in quality, for the sustentation of life,—that measures should be 


adopted for the restoration and preservation of the health of those who 


should have shared the common fate of mankind, and should have become 
sick,—and, above all, there would have been no necessity for the destruction 
of men for the purpose of concealing that a Trathck in Slaves was carried on. 

This contraband trade is, in many, too many instances, carried on in 
vessels fitted out in France, and commanded and manned by Frenchmen. It 
is a known fact that, although the profits of a voyage, of which two, or even 
‘three, may be made In a year, are three hundred per cent. the risks are so 
small, the chances of detection, so as to become liable to the punishment 
which the French Law inflicts upon conviction, so few, and so little is the 
punishment commensurate with the offence, even after conviction, that the 
Insurance upon each voyage is not more than fifteen per cent. 


‘ 
~ 


His Most Christian Majesty, having in tbe year 1815, voluntarily 
abolished the Slave Trade, by His declaration; having subsequently 
engaged Himself by Treaty with the four then Allied Courts to abo- 
lish that Trafhick ; having since recommended tu the French legislature, that 
Laws should be passed to carry into exccution [lis Royal declaration,.and the 
stipulation of His Treaty ; having besides employed a squadron to cruize of 
the Coasts of Africa, with a view to prevent a contraband. Trade in Slaves by 
the use of Ilis flag ; it cannot be supposed that [lis Most Christian Majesty 
is not sincere in His desire to effect the abolition. But there exists no pub- 


lick sentiment in France on this subject ; and the real miseries entailed upon 


the whole Continent by the continuance of the Slave Trade, principally by 
the fraudulent use of the flag of France, and the cruclties to which such use 
gives cover, are generally unknown in that Country.—It is believed, certainly 
erroneously, that the views of Geat Britain in the abolition are interested, 
and quite distinct from those of humanity. 
To these unfortunate circumstances must be attributed the failure to pro- 
duce any effect, of all the measures hitherto adopted in France, and the 
disinclination of the French Government-to propose any new or stronger 
measure to the legislature, however well inclined to endeavour to put down 


this evil. 


His Majesty’s Government cannot but feel, that, notwithstanding the De- 


_cleration of the Congress of Vienna of 1815, they still stand alone in this ques- 


tion in Europe. Upon them has fallen the burden of the execution of all the 
Treatics with the Maritime Powers for putung down the Slave Trade, and 
upon them the task of soliciting those Down to put those Laws into exe- 
cution. 

These importunities are crroneously attributed to some selfish commercial 
Interest, and to a desire to bring the Colonics of other Countries to the state 
of distress in which those of Great Britain are supposed to be. 


. a MG 


Under these circunstanees, J should wish those to whom this paper 1s ad- 
dressed, to consider whether it is now desirable, that they should adopt some 
measure to manifest to the World that their sentiments are unchanged—that 
they stril consider the Slave Trade, as “ a seourge which had too long deso- 
“lated Africa, degraded Europe, and affieted humanity ;"—and that they 
mill persevere in their endeavours to effect its total abolition. 

itis at present obviously carried on to the northward of the Equator solely 
by contraband, and im a considerable degree, under the French Flag, and by 
a frauelu lent use of that Flag, notwithstanding the measures adopted by His 
Most Cinristian Majesty to carry mto execution His Trcaty with His Allies, 
His Own Royal Declaration and the Law of France. 

There is no article or stipulation of the Treaties with the King of France, 
whether regarding the political or pecuniary interests of any Power in Europe, 
oreven of any mdivrdual, which has not been strietly carried into execution, 

Shall it then be said; that the Powers of Europe are indifferent tu the com- 
plete execution of those stipulations alone which regard the interests of hu- 
manity, and that rather than urge His Most Christian Majesty to adopt those 
measures which are necessary effectually to put down the Slave Trade, they 
will suffer this disgrace to human nature to exist? nn : 

The additional article of the Treaty of Paris of November 20th, 1815— 
does not describe any particular measure, or set of measures to be adapted to 
efect its purpose, but states that ‘ the Contracting Parties engage to renew 
“conjointly their efforts, with the view of securing final success, and to con- _ 
“cert the most effectual measures for the entire and definite abolition of 2 
“Commerce so odious and so strongly condemned by the Laws of Religion 
&“ and Nature.” : = oa ‘ 

The following appear to be the measures, which the Allied Powers might 

dopt or recommend, which would have the effect of checking, if not of en- 
tirely qoutting down the Slave Trade. 

A Declaration on the part of the Powers whose Ministers are now assem- 
bled at Verona, renewing the denunciation of the Slave Trade of the Congress 
of Vienna, and exhortiag the Maritime Powers, who have abolished the 
Trade, to concert measures among themselves for proclaiming and treating it 
as Piracy, with a view of founding upon the aggregate of such separate en- 
ts ’detween State and State, a general Law to be incorporated into the 
publick ‘Law of the Civilised World. a 

A Declaration on the part of the Powers, whose Ministers are here assem- 

dled, that they withdraw the protection of their te from those persons, 
mot natives of their dominions respectively, who shall be found making use of 
such flag to cover a Trade in Slaves. | 

A Decjaration on the part of the Allied Sovereigns, that they would refyse 
4dmission into their dominions of the produce‘of Colonies belonging to Powers 
who should not have abolished the Slave Trade. This measure will apply 
falirely to Portugal and the now revolted Colony of the Brazils, where alone 
the Laws allow the Trade to be carried on. By these Countries it ought ‘to 

Carried on only south of the equator; but it is notorious, that the Gover-. 
tors and Officers in the Portuguese Settlements on the coast of Africa, north 

the equator, encourage the Trade and assist by every means in their power 
the Slave Traders, who resort, contrary to Treaty and to Law, to that part 
ot the coast. | | | 

se Traders, when likely to be detected with Slaves on board, show the 
french flug; and thus escape the penaltics which the law would inflict upon 

em. | , 

To join with His Majesty in es His Most Christian Majesty to 

Mopt some of those measures for putting down the Slave Trade, which had 
fomnd effectual in other — a - 
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‘The measures which depend upon His Most Christian Majesty’s Govern- 
‘ment, independently of the Legislature, are, 

1st. The-establishment in the Colonies of a strict Registry of Slaves, whereby 

to ascertain at all times, whether any newly imported Slaves have heen pur- 

chased on any plantation. The effect of this measure would not be confined 


to the check it would give to the importation of Slaves,—it would manifest in 


a still stronger degree the determinatian of the King to put an end to the 


traffick ; and it would stimulate the Governors and Officers to attend to the 


strict execution of the laws on the subject. It must be observed, that the 
measure was suggested at the late Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle, bv the late 
Minister of France, but has not yet been ordered by an “ Ordonnance.” 

2d. That His Most Christian Majesty should encourage the capture of 

Slave Ships, fraudulently carrying on a Contraband Trade under the French 
flag, by the grant of the vessel and equipments, in the way of prize, to the 
captors, and-of head-money for the Negroes captured. 

_ This measure would have the same effect in stimulating to the performance 
of their duty, those charged with the task of putting down this Trade, by 
shewing then His Most Christian Majesty's continued determination that it 
should be put down. 

.. His Most Christian Majcsty’s Government might then propose to the Le- 
gislature, that the Law might be improved, and ats ‘severities against persons 
engaged in carrying on the Slave Trade be increased. Those improvements 
might be, first, to make the proof of Slave Trading consist, not alone in hav- 
ing Slaves on board, but in having on board those means of coercion, and that 
description of equipment and fitting up of the vessel, which is known to be 
necessary for a vessel so employed, and for no other. a 

The penalties of the Law might be increased to “ Petnes Infamantes,” 
which, with the forfeiture of the Ship and Cargo, and the more active cheek. 
upon the Trade, might, it may be hoped, put an end to it entirely in France. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 3.) 
Procés-Verbal de ba Conférence du 28 Novembre. 


( Extrait.) 
TRAITE DES NEGRES. 


: ON s'est occupé dans cette Conférence des communications de M. le Due 
de Wellington faites 4 celle du 24 Novembre, relative a l’Abolition de la Traite 
des Négres.. a - 
Messieurs les Plénipotentiaires d’Autriche, de France, de Prusse, et de Russie, 
ont fait lecture de leurs réponses & la dite communication ; ces réponses se 
trouvent ci-annexées sub Litt. A. B. C.D. | | 
_ Ala suite de cette lecture, M. le Duc de Wellington a cru devoir relever 
une observation qui se trouve dans la réponse de MM. les Plénipotentiaires de 
France, portant, “‘ qu’une délibération qui obligerait tous les Gouvernemeng a 
“€ appliquer 4 la Traite des Négres les chatimens infligés 4 la Piraterie,' ne 
“© nouvait pas, selon leur avis, étre de la compétence d’une réunion politique.” 
—M. le Duc de Wellington en se référant aux termes de son mémoire, a re- 
amarqué, ‘‘ que sa proposition n’avait absolument eu pour objet que d’engager 
“© leg Puissances Maritimes, qui ont aboli le Commerce en Esclaves, 4 se con-. 
“ certer entr’Elles sur des mesures a prendre, pour déclarer et traiter ce Com- 
*< merce comme la Piraterie.” | 
M. le Vicomte de Chateaubriand a répliqué, “‘ que les Plénipotentiaires - 
«< §. M. Trés Chrétienne avaient bien compris que M. le Duc demandait de 


‘chaque Gouvernement.en particulier, une loi assimilant la Traite des Négres 


aor 


ses KFT FF we SUT 


~ 


al LD 


+} Ja Piraterie, mais qu'ils ne pourraient signer ane déclaration ov ce vocu se- 
<‘rait exprimé, va qu'ils ne pouvaient prescrire 4 leur Gouvernement le nom, 


_ Jes formes, la teneur, et l’étendue d’une loi.” 


Sur observation de plusieurs de M.M. les Plénipotentiatres, qu’il serait difficile 
de prendre des mesures contre le Commerce avec le Portugal et ses Colonies, 
par rapport 4 1a Non-abolition de la Traite des Négres, sans en avoir prévenw 

‘Je Gouvernement Portugais, et sans lavoir entendu ace sujet, M. le Duc de 
Wellington a remarqué, qu'il n’avait point eu l'intention de proposer une 
marche différente, et qu'il admettait-de méme la nécessité d’éntrer en explica- 
tionavec le Gouvernement Portugais, avant de se porter 4 une pareille mesure. 

Na &té ld ensuite un projet de déclaration générale, ayant pour bat de ma- 
nifester, que les Puissances Alliées persistaient toujours, rélativement a l’aboli- 


tion définitive de ta Traite,:dans les principes | aera par la Déclaration de 


Vienne du 8 Février 1815, Ce projet a été adopté, tel qu'il se trouve ci-joimt 
sub Lit. E.; et onest .convenu de le consigner au Procés-Verbal sous le titre 
de L2@Esolutions. , | , | 

/ M..le Duc de Wellington :a exprimé en outre le ddsir, que pour se ¢con- 
verter ultérieurement sur les mesures proposées pour effectuer |’Abolition déft- 
nitive de la Traite des Négres, les Cours Alliées établissent unc Conférence 2 
Londres. MM. Ics Plénipotentiariesd’Autriche, de Prusse, et de Russie se sont 
¢noncés en faveur de cette proposition,et MM. les Plénipotentiarics de France 
‘se-sont réscrvés d’en faire-référer & leur Cour. 


METTERNICH. CARAMAN... WELLINGTON. HATZFELDT. 
NESSELRODE. FERRONAY. . LIEVEN. | 
CHATEAUBRIAND. _ TATISCHEFF. 
| ¢( Translation. ) 
Proces-Verbal of the Conference of the 28th November. 
(Extract.) : 


SLAVE TRADE. 


_ THE attention of this Conference was directed to the communications made 
‘by the Duke of Wellington at the Meeting held on the 24th November, rela- 
‘tive te the Abolition of the Slave ‘T'rade. | 


Plenipotentiaries of Austria, of France, of Prussia, and of Russia, read 
‘their answers to the said communications. These answers are hereunto annexed 
sub Fitt.:—A.B.C.D. | 3 

After the reading of these Papers, the Duke of Wellington considered it his 
‘aty to notice an observation in the answer of the French Plenipotentia- 
mes, purporting, ‘that a Deliberation which would tend to oblige all 
 2overnments to apply to the Slave Trade the punishments inflicted for 
‘ P iracy, could not, in their opinion, be within the province of a political 
_ Conference.”—The Duke of Wellington, in referring to the expressions con- 
ined in his Memorandum, remarked, that his proposition had absolutely uo 
other object than to engage Maritime Powers, who have abolished the Slave 
Tra ©, to concert amung themselves the measures to be adopted, in order to_ 
Aeclare this Traffick Piracy and punish it as such. | 
«a dguscount Chateaubriand replied, ‘ that the Plenipotentiaries of His Most 
( coristian Majesty had perfectly understood, that the Duke required each 
Government separately, to pass a law assimilating the ‘I'rade in Slaves to 
« pracy; but that they could not signa Declaration in which this desire 
should be expressed, because they could not prescribe to their Government 


zr} Hees 
‘the title, form, tenour, and extent of any Law.” 


er". *. = _ aed o> he . A2 


__, Ot the observatiosd of several of the Plenipetentisties, that * would be dif 
ficult to adopt measures against Commercial Intercourse. with Portegal and _ 
her Colonies, with reference to the non-abolition of the Slave Trade, without 
having first intimated the saine to the Portuguese Goverament, and without 
having heard them upon the subject, tle Duke of Welligton observed, that 
he never had it in contemplation to propose a different course; and that he 
equally admitted the necessity of entering inte.an explanation with the Por-_ 
tuguese Government, before sach a measure should be carried into effect, —__ 
Fhe Projét of a General Declaration was afterwards read, the object of 
which was to show, that the Allied Powers still adhered, with regard to the 
definitive Abolition of the Trade, to those principles which were proclained 
in the Declaration signed at Vienna the 8th of February 1815. This Projé& 
was adopted, in the form annexed under letter E.; and it was agreed to insert 
it in the Procés-Verbal under the head of “ Resolutions.” | 
_ The Duke of Wellington moreover expressed a desire, in order to concert 
ode further the measures proposed to effect the definitive Abolition of the Slave 
ers Trade, that the Allied Courts should establish-a Conference in Londori. The 
oe : Plenipotentiaries of Austria; Prussia, and Russia, declared themselves in favour 
eee ee of this proposal; and the Plenipotentiaries of France reserved to themselves 
ie Mee 4 to refer it to their Court | | 
a oe (Signed) 


a METTERNICH. CARAMAN. WELLINGTON. HATZFELDT.. : | 
oe NESELRODE. FERRONAY. ‘LIEVEN. a 
. : ‘CHATEAUBRIAND. © ~~ -TATISCHEFF. 


i 

1 
o8 obade. ——— ) 
Pune (A. in Second Inclosure in No. 3.) 


| at _ Réponse du Cabinet f Autriche au Mémoire de Monsteur le Duc de Welling- 
as ton, relativement & la Traite des Negres. | 


ES ee ae LE Ministre d’Autriche a ordre de l'Empereur son Maitre, de déclarer: 
Ee, ee Que Sa Majesté Impériale rend 4a plus entiére justice a la noble persévérance 
ee are avec laquelle le Gouvernement Britannique a squtenu Phonneur des Gouverne- 
- mens Chrétiens et la cause de l’huthanité souffrante, dans I’importante question. 
i de Abolition de la Traite des Négres ;—Que, loin dé consentir 4 ce que Sa _. 
4 Majesté Britannique fat chargée seule en Europe de ce qu'il pourrait y avoir 
d’embarrassant et de pénible dans cette Question, Sa Majesté Impériale, ne se . 
refusera pas 4 concourtir, autant qu’il sera en Son pouvoir, a toute mesure qui 
pourroit en faciliter et accélérer le succes. . : ¢* 
Conformément a ces sentimens, Sa Majesté Impériale est préte : _ ; 
A se joindre @ une nouvelle Déclaration Générale annoncant lintention in- 
variable des Puissances de mettre un terme a la Traite des Négres :. . 
_ A prendre part aux démarches par Jesquelles on engagerait les Puissances | 
Maritimes, qui ont abeli la Traité, & se concerter entr’Elics pour la déclarer 
. prraterie: : | i Pg 
A retirer l’usage et la protection de Son pavillon, aux individus nés hors de | 
son territoire, sil devait en exister, qui se serviratent de ce pavilion pour couvrir 
un Commerce en Esclaves. | : 


Quant a celles des mesures proposées par Monsieur le Duc de Wellington, 
qui regardent particuliérement le Gouvernement de Sa Mayesté Trés Chrétienne, 
Sa Majesté Impériale se réserve, ausstét que ccs mesures pourront former 
Jobjet d'une délibération commune, de tes faire appuyer par Son Ministre 
Paris, dans teile forme qui serait jugée 'convenable. 2 ~ 
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(Translation.) 


Auswer of the Cabinet of Austria to the Memoir of the Duke of Wellington, 
, relative to the Slave Trade. 


THE Minister of Austria has received orders from the Emperor his Master’ 
to declare. ;— | | 
That His Imperial Majesty renders the most complete justice to the noble 
erseverance with which thé British Government has sustained the honour of 
Chrsttara Governments, ard the cause of suffering humanity, in the important. 
question of the Abolition of the Slave Trade ;—That far from consenting | 
that His Britannick Majesty stiould be the se | Sovercign in Europe charged 
with whatever there may be embarrassing and painful in this question, His’ 
Imperial Majesty will not refuse to concur, as far as may be in His power, in 
evety measure which could facilitate arid accelerate His success. 
Incontormity to these sentiments, His Imperial Majesty is ready : 
To unite in a renewed genéral declaration, announcing the invariable inten-’ 
tin of the Powers to put an end to the Slave Trade: | | 
To take part in the measures by which the Maritime Powers, who have abo- | 
lished the Traffick, might be induced to concert among themslves in order 
todeclare it Piracy: - | 7 | " 
To withdraw the use and protection of His Flag, from individuals born out 
ot his territory, (if such should exist) who should avail themselves of that Flag 
tocover a Commerce in Slaves. | 
With respect to such of the measures proposed by the Duke of Wellington, 
a3 regard particularly the Government of His Most Christian Majesty, His 
Imperial Mayesty resetves to Himself, so soori as _thicse meastires shall form 
the subject of common deliberation, to cause them’ to. be supported by Ffis 
Minister at Paris, in such form as may be judged expedient. 


(B. in second Inclosure in No 3. J 


Réponse de Messicurs les Plénipotentiares de France au Mémoire de Mon- 
Steur le Due de Wellington, retlativement ala Traite des Negres. 


- Le Mémoire dont Sa Grace le Du¢ de Wellington a donne connaissance an ' 

Ngrés, dans la Séance da 24 de ce mois, a été pris en considération par les 
linistres Piénipotentiaries de Sa Majesté ‘Trés Chrétienne. ee 

$ Commencent par déclarer, que le Gouvernement Francais partage toute 

la sollicitude du Gouvernement Britannique, pour faire’ cesser un Commerce — 14 
tgalement réprouvé de Dieu et des hommes. Le nombre des Esclaves Afri- 
“ins transportés depuis quelques années dans les Colonies, fuit-il inoindre que j 
ne leealeule l’Angleterre, il serait toujours beaucoup trop grand. L’accroisse- 
nent de’ la souffrance des victimes d'une infame cupidité, inspire une profonde | 
lorreur., = es Nations Chrétiennes ne feront jamais trop defforts pour effa- 
er la tache que la Traite des Négres a imprimc¢e 4 feur caractére ; et on ne 
“trait trop louer le zéle que l’Angleterre a mis dans la poursuite de ses des- 
Scms bier faisans. ee. | te ¢ , a be 

Mais si les Puissances Alliécs sont d’accord sur Ja esa morale et rcli- 
eleuse 3 sa Elles font des voeux unanimes pour l’Abolition de la Traite des 
8S, - cette Abolition renferme des questions de fait, qui ne sont pas dune — 
“St sim plicité. Les Ministres de Sa Majesté Trés-Chrétienne vont Jes par- 
rounlt, ema suivant le Mémoire présenté par Sa Grace le Duc de Wellington. 

. 40ntes jes Lois des nations civilisées, le Portugal excepté, prohibent au- 
Yurd'hui hh Traite des Negres ; il s’ensuit que ce crime, autrefois légal, est 
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devenu un crime illégal, et qu'il est doublement condamné par Ia Nature et 
par les Lois. 

Selon le Mémoire Anglais, cette détestable contrebande d’hommes, est sur- 
tout exercée sous le pavillon Franeais, soit que ce pavillon flotte sur des vais- 
seaux appartenant a fa France, soit qu'il protége des batimens étrangers. 

Des Pirates peuvent arborer des couleurs respectables; la France ignore st 
quelques brigands n’ont point emprunté les siennes: ce ne scra jamais qu'a 
son inscu, que le déshonneur et le crime trouveront un abri sous le pen 
Francais. 

On fait observer encore, que les bhasbied de la Traite des Négres sont si 
grands, et les pertes si petites, que le prix d’assurance en France pour chaque 
course, ne s’éléve pas au dela de 15 pour cent. 

Ceci n’est ni un cas particulier ala France, nt un résultat singulier du genre 
de contravention dont 11 s’agit.—En Angleterre les marchandises les plus sévé-. 
rement prohibées, sont importécs moyennant l’assurance de 25 pour cent. 
Quand le Commerce est parvenu, comme de nos jours, a une précision mathé- 
matique, toute contrebande a son tarif; et plus le systéme prohibitif multiplie 
Jes entraves, plus il augmente la fraude en accroissant les profits. 

Le Mémoire reconnoit que Sa Majesté Trés-Chrétienne a rempli religi-. 
eusement toutes les stipulations de son Traité avec les quatre Cours Alliées ; 
qu’Elle a promulgué une Loi contre la Traite de Neégres ; qu’Ellea fait croiser’ 
scs flottes dans les parages de l'Afrique pour maintenir exécution de cette 
Loi: mais le Mémoire ajoute, que le ous en France ne paroit pas porter 
Je meme intérét a la cause que soutient le Gouvernement; que ce public sup- 
pose au fond de la question, des vues mercantiles et un dessein hostile contre 
le Commerce Francais. Il se peut, que quelques classes commercantes de la 
Société en France, nourissent des soupcons que toute rivalité d’industrie fait - 
najtre : cependant on ne peut croire raisonnablement, que le peu de Colonies 
que la guerre a laissé a la France soit un objet de jalousie pour une Puissance 
Européenne, qui possede des iles florissantes dans toutes les mers, de vastes 
territoires en Afrique et en Amérique, et un Continent tout entier en Asie. 

Si Popinion est moins fixée en France qu’en Angleterre sur l'objét qui 
nous occupe, cela tient & des causes qu "il est de notre devoir de développer : 
un peuple aussi humain, -aussi. génereux, aussi désintéressé que le peuple 
Francais; un peuple toujours prét a donner |’exemple des sacrifices, mérite’ 
qu’on ex plique ce qui semblerait une anomalie inexplicable dans son caractére. 

Le massacre des colons 4 St. Domingue, et "incendie de leurs habitations, 
ont d’abord laissé des souvenirs douloureux parmi des familles qui ont perdu 
parens et fortune dans ces sanglantes révolutions. I] doit étre permis de rap- 
peler ces malheurs des Blanes, quand le Mémoire Anglais retrace avec tant de 
vérité, les scuffrances des Négres, afin de faire compr eudre comment tout ce 
qui excite la pitie exerce une puissance naturelle sur Popinion. TI] est évident — 
que abolition de la Traite des Négres edt été moins populaire en Angleterre, 
si elle cat été préecédée de la ruine et du meurtre des Anglais dans les Antilles. . 

- Ensuite, Pabolition de cette Traite n'a point été prononcée en France par ° 
une Loi Nationale discutée A la Tribune; clle est le résultat de Particle d’un 
Traité par lequel la France a expié ses victoires. Des lors elle s'est associée 
dans les idées de la foule a des considerations étrangéres: par cela seul qu’on 

"a cru impos¢e, elle a éte frappée de cette impopularite qui sattache aux actes 
de la force ; il en fut arrivé ainsi dans tout pays ot il existe un esprit public 
et un juste orsucil national. 

Une motion Parlementaire, 4 jamais honorable pour son auteur, a finale- 
ment été couronnée de succes en Angleterre.; mais combien d’années ne fut- 
clle pas repoussée avant d’ctre convertie en loi, quoique soutenue par l'un des plus 
grand Ministres que l’Angleterre ait pr oduit? Pendant ces longs débats, 
Fopinion cut fe temps de se miurir et de se fixer; Je Commerce qui prévoyait 
Vcyenement prit SCS precautions ; ; un nombre de Négres, surpassant le bea 
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soin des Colons, fut transporté dans les iles Anglaises, et l'on prépara des g 
nérations permanentes d’Esclaves, pour reinplacer le vuide laissé par la servi- 
tude casuelle, lorsqu’clle viendroit a s’abolir. 

Rien de tout cela n’a existé pour la France; la fortune et le temps lui ont 
manqué. La premiére convention entre la France et l’Angleterre aprés la 
restauration, avait reconnu la nécessité d’agir avec une prudente lenteur dans 
une affaire d’une nature si complexe;.un article additionnel de cette Convention 


gres. 


accordait un délai de cing années lee lentiére abolition de la Traite des Né- 
u 


La déclaration de Vienne du 8 Février 1815, s’exprimant sur la méme 


matiére, porte: ‘ que quelque honorable que soit le bit des Souverains, 11s 


“ne le poursuivront pas sans de justes ménagemens pour les intéréts, les ha- 


“ bitudes et les préventions mémes de leur sujéts.” Un louable et vertueux 
empressement a fait depuis dépasser ces termes, et a peut étre multiplié les 
déits, en froissant trop subitement les intéréts. 
_Le Gouvernement Francais est déterminé 4 poursuivre sans relache des 
hommes engagés dans un négoce barbare ; des nombreuses condamnations 
ont eu lieu, et les tribunaux ont puni désqu’on a pu atteindre les coupables. 
“fl serait affreux,” dit le Mémoire Anglais, ‘que la nécessité de détruire 
des hommes ne fit que devenue la suite de celle de cacher un Trafic proscrit 
par les Loix.” Cette remarque trop juste, démontre que la Loi Francaise a 
été rigoureusement exécutée, et l’excés des précautions cruelles prises par Ics 
fauteurs de la Traite pour cacher leurs victimes, prouve d’une maniére pérem- 
toire la vigilance du Gouvernement. | . | 
‘Une Loi qui porte a de tels excés pour soustraire le délinquent, 4 l’action 
méme de cette Loi, pourrait paroitre assez forte. Neéanmoins la résolution du 
Gouvernement Francais cst de faire augmenter les pénaltés légales, aussitét, 
que les ‘esprits seront préparés dans la Nation, et par conséquent dans les 
Chambres Legislatives, 4 revenir sur le sujet de la Traite des Négres. Sous 
ce rapport il est facheux, mais utile, de faire remarquer gue toute insistance 
drangeére ajoute aux difficultés du Gouvernement Francais, ct va contre le 
bit que se proposent les sentimens les plus généreux. | 
Tl reste a dire quelques mots sur Jes moyens coércitifs que Sa Grace le Duc 
Wellington propose dans son Mémoire. | 
_Les Ministres Plénipotentiaires de Sa Majesté Trés Chrétienne sont préts 3 
signer toute Déclaration collective des Puissances, tendante 4 fiétrir un com- 
merce odieux, et & provoquer contre les coupables la vengeance des I.oix. 
ais une Declaration qui obligeroit tous les Gouvernemens a apphiquer a la 
raite des Négres les chatimens infligés a la piraterie, et qui se transtormeroit 
€n une loi générale du monde civilisé, est une chose quine parait pas aux Minis- 
res Piénipotentiares de Sa Majesté Trés Chrétienne étre de la compétence 
‘une réunion politique. Quand il s’agit d’établir la peine de mort, ce sont, 
selon la. nature des Gouvernemens, les corps judiciaires, ou les Corps légis- 
latifs qui sont appelés a statuer. | 
etirer l’usage et la protection du pavillon Francais aux individus étrangers 
{se serviroient de ce pavillon pour couvrir le Commerce des Esclaves, rien 
Nest plus juste: mais la France n’a pas besoin de défendre ce qu’ Elle wa 
JamMais permis. —_ 
‘engagement de prohiber l’entrée des Etats des Alliés, aux produits des — 
Colonies appartenant 4 des Puissances qui n’auroient pas aboli la ‘Traite des 
Gres, est une résolution qui frapperait uniquement le Portugal: or, le Por- 
tugal na point de oe Weigagee au Congres, et il est de droit avant de passer 


Sutte, de l’entendre 


a e 


ans sa cause. 


CS mesures indiquées rclativement 4]a France sont bornées, mais elles sont 
ee mnatiére de Loi, et par conséquent elles doivent attendre cette faveur de 
°piniom qui assure Je succés. Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Trés Chré- 
Henne _prendra conseil de lui méme, quand le temps sera venu ; il sera possible 


qu'il 


ad mette l'cnrégistrement des Esclaves ; cependant il ne se dissimule pas 
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qve cette intervention de l'antorite porteroit une espéce d'atteinte atl droit. de 
propricté,—droit le plus sacré de tous, et que les Luis de la Grande Bretagne 
respectent fusques dans ses écarts et ses caprices. | i 
Le Mémoire du Gouvernement Britannique éexprime le regret “ que la 
“France soit la seule des Grandes Puissances maritimes de l'Europe, qui n’ait 
*¢ pas pris part aux Traités conclus avec Sa Majesté Britannique, dans l'objet 
“de conférer 4 certains bitimens de chacune des parties centractantes, un 
“* droit limité de visite, et de confiscation, sur les vaisseaux engages dans la 
‘- Traite des Négres.” . | 
La Constitution que Sa Majesté Trés Chrétienne a octroyée 4 son peuple, 
abolit la confiscation.—Quant au droit de visite, si le Gouvernement Francars 
pouvait jamais y consentir, il aurait les suites les plus funestes; le caractére 
national des deux peuples, Francais et Anglais, s'y oppose; et s'il était besom 
de preuves a l’appui dé cette opinion, il suifirait de rappeler, que cette année 
méme, en pleine paix, le sang Francais a coulé sur les rivages de |’ Atrique. 
a France reconnait la liberté des. mers pour tous les pavillons étrangers, & 
quelque Puissance légitime qu’ils appartiennent ;, elle ne réclame pour Ele, 


que l'indépendance qu’Elle respecte dans les autres, et qui convient a Sa 
Dignité. 


(Translation.) 


Answer of the Plenipotentiaries of France: to the Memoranduni of Flis 
Grace the Duke of Wellington, relative.to the Slave Trade. 


” THE Memorandum which His Grace the Duke of Wellington submitted: 
to the Conferences at the sitting of the 24th of this month, has been taken iato: 
consideration by the Plenipotentiaries of His-Most Christian Majesty. . & 
_ They commence by avowing that the French Government participates in 
the solicitude of the English Government to suppress a Trattick,. eqeally fe- 
‘prehensible in the eyes both of God and Man. The number of African Staves 
conveyed to the Colonies for some years past, even if it were less: than: 
it is estimated by Fngland, would be still far too great. The accumulated 
suficrings of these victims of an infamous cupidity, awaken feelings of the: 
greatest horror. Christian Nations can never do too muck to-efface the stain: 
which the Slave Trade has impressed upon their character; and too muct praise 
cannot be given to England for the. zeal she has evinced. in the presecation 
of this beneficial design. 


a 


But if the Allied Powers are agreed on the moral and religious' part of the: 


question,—if they are unanimous in the desire for the Abolition. of the Slave | 


Trade;—that Abolition embraces points. which are not equally simple. ‘The 
Ministers of His Most Christian’ Majesty will proceed to refer to thenr 
in adverting to the Memorandum presented by His: Grace the’ Duke of 

The laws of all civilized nations, Portugal excepted, now projiubit the Traf- 
fick in Slaves ; it follows, that the crime, formerly legal, has become illegal ; 
and that it is condemned, both by Natare and by the Laws. 

According to the English Memorandum, this detestable, illicit Traffiek ‘ia 
Human Beings, is chiefly carried on under the French flag, whether bome. 
by her own vessels, or protecting those of Foreign Countries. 
Pirates may hoist the Colours of respectable States; France1s‘ignorant 
whether Briyands may not have assumed I ler’s;—but it shall never be with Her 
knowledge that dishonour and crime shall find shelter under the French flag. 

It is further stated, that the profits of the Stave ‘Trade are so great and the 


losses so sinall, that the rate of insurance in France, for a voyage, is only. 15. 
per cent, 


7 


17 | Sif 
This is neither a singular case with regard to France, nor a singular result 
of the species of infraction in question. In England, goods the most 
strictly prohibited, are imported at an insurance ef 25 per cent. 

When trade has attained, as it has at the present day, such a mathematical 
precision, every description of illicit traffick has its tarif; and the more pro- 
hibitions multiply restraints, the more they augment fraud, by increasing the: 

rofits. | 
The IMemorandum acknowledges that His Most Christian Majesty has reli- 
giously fulfilled all the stipulations .of His Treaty with the four Allied Courts ;. 
that He has promulgated a Law against the Traffick in Slaves ; and that He has. 
caused Elis dects to cruize on the coasts of Africa to enforce the cxccution of 
that Law ;—but the Memorandum adds, that the French Publick do net seem 
totake the same interest in the cause, which is manifested by the Government ; 
that the publick imagine that at the bottom there are mercantile motives 
and views hostile to the commerce of France. It is possible that some com- 
mercial classes of society in France entertain such suspicions, which is ever , 
the case where there is any rivalship in industry ; nevertheless it cannot rea-. 
snably be imagined, that the few Colonies which the War has left to France, 
should be an object of jealousy for an European Power which possesses flou- — 
| mshing Islands in every sea, vast Territories in Africa and America, and a 
whole Continent in Asia. 3 | 
| If publick opinion is less decided in France than in England on the ques- 
| tion before us, it is to be attributed to causes which it is our duty to devclope. . 
A People so humane, so generous, ‘so disinterested, as that of France,—a_ 
People always ready to give the example of submitting to sacrifices, deserve 
to have explained what may appear to be an inexplicable anomaly in their cha-. 
racter. | 
| The massacre of the Colonists of St. Domingo, and the burning of their 
tabitations, left, in the first instance, painful recollections amongst families, 
who lost relations and fortunes in those sanguinary Revolutions. It should be 
permitted to call to mind these misfortunes of the Whites, when the English | 
emorandum paints with so much truth the sufferings of the Blacks, in. 
order to show, that every thing which excites pity, naturally influences pub- 
lick opinion. It is evident that the Abolition of the Slave Trade would have 
been less popular in England, if it had been preceded by the ruin and murder | 
‘of the English in the Antilles. 7 | ‘ a 
_., Moreover, the Abolition of this Traffick was not decreed in France by a 
National Law, discussed in the Tribune,—it is the result of a stipulation in a. 
reaty, by which France has atoned for her victories. From that moment 
‘the measure was coupled, in the eyes of the multitude, with foreign conside- 
_Tations, merely because they believed it to be imposed upon them, and it there- 
fore became subjected to that unpopularity which attends compulsory mea- | 
sures : the same thing would have happened in any country where publick | 
‘pint and a proper degree of national pride exist. 
A Motion in Parliament, ever honourable to its author, was finally crowned . 
with success in England ;—but for how many years was it not rejected before it 
Was Carried into a law, although the measure was supported by one of the 
greatest Ministers England ever produced? During these protracted debates, | 
publicte opinion had time to mature, and to come to an ultimate decision. . 
€ Mercantile Interest, which foresaw the event, took its precautions; a 
number of Negroes, exceeding the wants of the Colonists, were conveyed 
into. Einglish Islands ; and successive generations of Slaves were provided to 
ill ap the void to be occasioned by the Abolition, when it should take place, . 
of casual Slavery. | | 
NO advantage of this description was possessed by France,—good fortune and | 
sprortunity failed Her. The first Convention between France and England, 
“ner the restoration, recognized the pe of acting with prudent caution in 
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a matter of so complex a nature ; an additional Article to that Convention al- 
lowed a delay of five years for the entire abolition of the Slave Trade. 

The Declaration ot Vienna of the 8th February 1815, expressing itself upon 
the same subject, speaks as fullows: ‘ that however honourable might be the 
intentions of the Sovereigns, they would not prosecute the measure without 
due consideration for the interests, habits, and even prejudices of their sub- 
jects.” An anxiety, praiseworthy and virtuous, subsequently occasioned the 
exceeane of these terms, and perhaps multiplied transgressions by affect- 

ing too suddenly private interests. 

The French Government are determined to prosecute without intermission 
persons engaged in this barbarous tratfick: numerous condemnations have 
taken place, and the Courts of Judicature have punished as soon as they 
could fix upon the guilty. ‘It would be dreadful,” states the English 
Memorandum, “ that the necessity to destroy human beings has become 
the consequence of that of concealing a Trattck proscribed “by the lawe.” 

This too just remark proves that the French law has been rigorously exe- 
cuted; and the extreme of crucl precautions taken by the violators of the 
Treaty to secrete their victims, proves in a striking manner the vigilance of 
the Government. 

A law which induces the delinquent to proceed to such an extremity in 
order to screen himself from its operation, may be considered as suthciently 
severe. Nevertheless the determination of the French Governinent is to aug- 
ment the Icgal penalties, as soon as the publick feeling, and consequently that 
of the Legislative Assembly, will permit, the reconsideration of the question 
of the Slave Trade. 


With this view it is painful, a although proper to point out, that all foreign 
interference adds to the difhieulties of the French Government,. and runs 
counter to the object proposed by the most generous sentiments. | 

It remains briefly to advert to the coercive measures , proposed . by His 
Grace the Duke of Wellington in His Memorandum.  , 


The Ministers Plenipotentiary of His Most Christian Majesty, are ready to 


sign any Declaration collectively with the other Powers, tending to put,down 


this odious Commerce, and to inflict upon the guilty the vengeance of the | 
Laws.—But a Declaration which would oblige every Government to apply 
to the Slave Trade the punishment inflicted upon Piracy, and which would 
convert it into a general law for the civilized wold, is a thing which does 
not appear to the Ministers Plenipotentiary of His Most Christian Majesty, 
to be within the competency of political Conference.-—When the punishment 
of death is in question it is the Judicial or Legislative Bodies, according to the 
particular forms of Government, that are called upon to enact it. Nothing js 
more just than to withdraw the use and protection of the French Flag rom 
Foreigners, who might use it to cover the Traffick in Slaves ; but France has 
no occasion to prohibit that which She has never permitted. 

The Engagement to prohibit the importation into the States of the ‘Allied 
Powers, of Colonial Produce belonging to States which should not have abolished 
the Slave Trade, is a measure which would only affect Portugal; and She.hav- 
ing no Representative at Congress, it is but an act of justice to pause and allow , 
Her to be heard in Her own cause. 

The measures indicated with regard to France are limited, but they are all 
matter of Law, and consequently they ought to wait the approbation of pub- 
lick opinion to insure their success. The Government of His Most Christian 
Majesty will take them into their consideration when the time for doing. SO 
shall have arrived: it may possibly permit the registration of Slaves; but it 
cannot disguisc its opinion that such an interference of authority would be a 
violation of the right of property ; a right sacred, above all-others, and which 


the Laws of Great Britain respect, even in its extravagancies and capriccs. 


The Memorandum of the British Government expresses regret “ That 


19 ily, 


France should be the only one amongst the Great Maritinie Powers of Europe, 

where Government has not entered into the Treaties which have been con- 
cluded with His Britannick Majesty, for giving to certain of the Ships of each 
of the contracting Parties, a limited power of search, and capture of Ships 
engaged in the Slave Trade.” | . 

. The Constitution which His Most Christian Majesty has granted to His 
people, abolishes confiscation.—With regard to the right of. search, if the 
French Government could ever consent to it, it would have the most disastrous 
consequences.—The national character of the two people, French and Eng- 
lish, forbids it ; and if proofs were necessary to support this opinion, it would 
suffice to call to mind, that even in this year, in profound peace, French blood 
has flowed on the coasts of Africa.—France acknowledges the liberty of the 
Seas to all Foreign Flags, to whatever legitimate Power they may belong ; 
She only demands for Herself that independence which she respects in 
others, and which belongs to Her own dignity. 


(C. in Second Inclosure in No. 3.) 


Réponse de Messieurs les Plénipotentiaires de Prusse au Mémoire de M. le 
i Duc de Wellington, rélativement a la Traite des Négres. 


Vérone, le 28 Novembre 1822. 


-LES Plénipotentiaires de Sa Majesté le Roi de Prusse, n’ayant été mis 
qu'hier tard dans la journée en possession du Mémoire de Sa Grace M. le Duc 
de Wellington, rélatif 4 la Traite des Négres, qui a été lua la Conférence du 24 
de ce mois, doivent se borner aujourd'hui a déclarer préalablement:— _ 

Que le’ Roi, leur Maitre, reste invariablement fidéle au principe d’humanité 
qui a porté les Puissances signataires de l'acte du Congrés de Vienne: a pro- 
noncer l’Abolition de Ja Traite des Négres, et qu'ils sont pleinement autorisés. 
a concourir, au nom de Sa Majesté, 4 toute nouvelle Déctaration, que les 
Cours Alliécs jugeraient nécessaire, pour inanifester encore une fois Leurs sen- 
timens a cet égard: Res : 

. Que quant aux mesures politiques et lécislatives, que.le Gouvernement Bri- 
tannique juge les plus propres a l’effet de voir reprimer les abus qu’ll dénonce, 
ils ne sauraient que prendre, ad referendum, une position, dont l’adoption ex- 
céderait leur pouvoir: et : oh 

Qu'ils pensent, qu’avant de se prononcer sur ce que le Gouvernement An- 
glais demande a la France, il sera convenable d’attendre les explications, que 
Messieurs les Plénipotentiaires de Sa Majesté Trés Chrétienne vont donner a 
ce sujet. 


(Translaiton.) 


<dnuswer of the Prussian Plenipotentiaries to the Memorandum of the Duke 
of Wellington respecting the Slave Trade. : 


Verona, November 28, 1822. 


THE Plenipotentiaries ot His Majesty the King of Prussia, not having 
received until a hate hour yesterday, the statement of His Grace the Duke of 
Wellington, on the subject of the Slave Trade, which was read at the Con- 
ference of the 21st instant, must for the present confine themselves to de- 
-, «laring in the first instance :— | " : : 


f 


‘+ “'Fhat the King, their Master, continues invariably faithful to the principle 
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of Humanity which induced the Powers who signed the Act of the Congress 
ef Vienna, to decree the Abolition of the Slave Trade; and that they are fully 
authorized, in the name of His Majesty, to concur in any fresh Declaration 
which the Allied Courts may deem necessary, in order to manifest anew their 
sentiments on this head :— 
That with respect to the political and legislative measures which the British 
Government may consider the best adapted to correct the abuses complained 
_ of, the Plenipotentiaries can only take, ad referendum, a proposition, the 
adoption of which would exceed their powers :—and : 
That they are of opinion, that prior to deciding upon what the English Go- 
verument requires from France, it would be expedient to wait for the expla 
nations which His Most Christian Majesty’s Plenipotentiarics are about to 
give upon the subject. 7 4 


(D. in Second Inclosure tn Mo. 3.) 


fiéponse des Plenipotentiaires de Russie an Mémoire Britannique: sur la 


Traite des Néegres. 


. Le Mémoire par lequel Son Excellence Monsieur le Duc de Wellington vient 
de rappeler 4 l'attention des Cours Alliés objet important de la Traite des 
Négres et d’indiguer les mesures, que le Governement de Sa Majesté Britan- 
nique croit les plus capabies d’anéantir les restes de cet odieux Commerce, a 
été porté 4 la connaissance de l’Empcreur, qui charge son Cabinet d’y faire la 
réponse suivante. | — 4 | : 

. Depuis long temps, Sa Majesté Impériale a prouvé toute Mhorreur que Lui’ 
inspire un Trafic, qui fa't la honte de la civilisation. 

Il était certainment digne d’une cpoqne, qui a vu les principes de la morale: 
religicuse présider enfin aux combinations de la politique, et les droits legitimes 
reprendre leur salutaire empire, de frapper d’interdiction un Commerce que’ 
réprouve hautement le culte professé par tons les Etats de Europe, et que leur 
intérét bien entendu ne doit pas moins réprouver, s’1l est vral que jamais la vio- 
lation des premiéres loix de lhumanité et de la nature n'ont assuré d’avantages 
récls ni aux peuples m aux Gouvernemens. 

Convaincu de ces grandes vérités, |’Empereur se fit un devoir de les recon- 
naitre solemncllement, dés que la conclusion d’une paix glorieuse offritaux Puis- 
sances Européennes l'occasion de consacrer comme bases de leurs rélations' 
nouvelles, toutes les maximes de sacha ah et de bienveillance réciproque. ' 
En 1814, Sa Majesté Impériale s'empressa de donner Son approbation aux clau- 
ses qui devaient préparer l’abolition definitive de la Traite des Noirs. En 1815, 
Ses Représentans signérent la déclaration publiée au nom du Congrés de Vienne. 
Depuis lors, les soins de Son Cabinet ont eu pour objet constant, d’accdlérer la 
réalisation franche et compléte de ces honourables promesses. Les actes des 
Conférences de Londres prouveut qu’a cet égard sa sollicitude ne s'est jamais 
démentie. Ceux de la réunion d’Aix-la-Chapelle l’attestent également, et le 
Gouvernement: Britannique devait étre str de trouver Sa Majesté Impériale 
préte a le seconder ‘dans les efforts qu’il renouvelle, pour amencr k cessation - 
totale de la Traite des Negres. é | - 3 

Parmi les mesures proposées a cet effet, 11 en est quelques-unes qui concer- 
nent directement la Russie, et au sujet desquelles ses Plénipotentiaires vont 
exprimer l’opinion de ’Empereur.._ II en est d'autres qui regardent plus spéci- 

alement les Alliés de Sa Majesté. Au nombre des prémieres doit étre rangé le - 
projet d'une Declaration qui annoncerait 4 l'Europe que les Puissances per- 
sistent dans !a ferme résolution d’empecher ce ‘I ratiic si condamnable partout 
of la cupidité ose le coutinuer encore. Les Plénipotentiaires de Sa Majesté . 
Impériale ont ordrede signer une telle Déclaration. Ce sera avec la satisfaction 
la plus vive que l’Empereur donnera cette garantie de la persévérance avec 
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Taquelle I s’cfforce.d'accomplir tesengagemens qu’il a contracté, et Sa Majesté 
Impériale est-préte a faire connaitre en méme temys de concert avec ses Alliés, 
qu’ Elle ne souffrira jamais, que des individus nés hors de son territoire se ser- 
vent. de sow pavillon ct abuscnt de Ja protection quil leur garantirait, pour 
eouvrir un Commerce d’Esclaves. aS cigs 2 oS 
. Ada catégorie des mesures qui concernent directement. Empereur, appar- 
~ tient aussi la proposition d’interdire le Commerce des denrées coloniales, avec 
les Etats qui refuseraient d’abolir le Commerce des Noirs. 7 
En.reconnaissant Ja nécessité d’avoir recours 4 des moyens cfficaces envers 
ces états, Sa Majesté Imperiale pense, que si les Cabinets Alliés se bornaicnt 
a prendre la détermination indiquée par le Cabinet de Londres, ils seraient 
- encore loin d’atteindre fobyét quils ont en vue, et qu'une suspension générale 
de tout Commerce quclconque, avec la seule Pulssance qui n’ait point encore 
défendu la Traite des Négres au midi de la ligne, conduirait bien plus prompte- 
ment au résultat désiré. Quclque préjudiciable que dat étre 4 la Russie lin- 
Aerruption des rapports commerciaux, qu’une longue série d’années a établis 
entrelle et Ile Portugal, si les Alliés de Sa Majcsté Impériale consentaient 2 
prendre cctte mesure, l’Einpereur n’hésiterait pas de s'imposer Je méme sacri- 
fice; mais il Lui semble que, dans tous les cas, il serait juste de prevenir d’avance 
Ja Cour de Lisbonne des suites qu’entrainerait le refus d’abolir totalement la 
Traite des Négres. Les Cabinets Alliés convicndront sans doute, que l’équité 
exigerait cette démarche préalable. 
- Quant aux autres propositions faites par Son Excellence Monsieur le Duc 
de Wellington, et qu’ intéressent plus particulidrement Jes Puissances mari- 
times, le Cabinet de Sa Majesté Impériale exprimera constamment les voeux 
que forme |"Empereur pour qu'il puisse s’établir entre ces Puissances un accord 
qui fournirait 4a chacune d’Elles les moyens de réprimer, parmi leurs sujets res- 
qectifs, la continuation de la Traite, en la déclarant Acte de Piraterie; et 
comme, parmi ee ai ee il y en a qui concernent spécialement le Gou- 
vernement de Sa Majesté ‘Trés Cliréticnne, ’Empereur est pret a les taire ap- 
spuyer dans les négociations qui pourront s‘ouvrir & ce sujét. 


a ( Translation.) 


Answer of the Russian Plenipotentiaries to the Duke of Weliington’s 
| Memorandum on the Sluve Trade. | 


THE Memorandum by which His Excellency the Duke of Wellington has 
recalled the attention of the Allied Courts to the important subject: of 
the Slave Trade, and pointed out the measures which the British Government 

-<consider as best calculated to do away the remains of that odious Traffick, has 
been submitted to the Emperor, who has commanded His Ministers to make 
:the following reply:.. ae i 3 
His Imperial Majestv has for a long time felt all the horror that a Traffick, 
the disgrace of civilisation, could inspire. - : 
It was certainly worthy of an age which saw the principles of morality and 
religion at length preside over political combinations, and legitimate rights 
reassume their salutary sway, to interdict a Commerce so totally repugnant 
to the religion: professed by all the States of Europe, and which their own 
jnterests would equally forbid, if it be true that never did the violation of the 
first laws of Nature and Humanity secure -real advantages either to Govern- 
ments or to Nations. 

Convinced of these great truths, the Emperor considered it His duty solemnly 
to acknowledge them, so soon as the conclusion of a glorious peace afforded the 
Powers of European opportunity to consecrate, as the bases of their new relations, 
all the maxims of wisdom, of equity, and of reciprocal benevolence. In 1814, 
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His Imperial Majesty hastened to give His approbation to the clauses which 
were to:lead to the definitive abolition of the Slave Trade. In 1815, His 
Representatives signed the Declaration published in the name of the Con- 
gress of Vienna. Since then, the attention of His Cabinet has been unccas- 
ingly directed to accelerate the fair and complete fulfilment of those ho-. 
nourable intentions. ‘The Acts of the Conferences in London, prove that in 
this respect Elis solicitude has never varied. Those of the meeting at Aix 
la Chapelle bear equal testimony to the fact; and the British Government, 
may confidently rely upon His Impcrial Majesty’s readiness, to second its re- 
newed efforts to bring about the total Abolition of the Slave Trade. ; 
Amongst the measures proposed to this effect, there are some in which 
Russia is immediately concerned, and respecting which Her Pienipotentiaries 
will now state His Imperial Majesty’s opinion. There are others which af- 
fect more particularly His Majesty's Allies. Amongst the first should be 
classed the project of a Declaration announcing to Europe, that all the Powers 
continue in the firm resolution to prevent this culpable Trafhck, wherever cu- 
pidity still dares to prosecute it. | 
‘The Plenipotentiaries of His Imperial Majesty have orders to sign such a 
Declaration. It will be with the hichest satisfaction that the Emperor will fur- 
nish this guarantee of the perseverance with which He seeks to fulfil the en- 
gagements [Te has contracted; and His Imperial Majesty is ready at the same 
time to make known, in concert with His Allies, that He will never suffer 
individuals, born out of His territories, to adopt His Flag and abuse the pro- 
tection it would afford them, in order to cover a Commerce 1n Slaves. , 
The proposition of interdicting trade in Colonial Produce with States 
who should refuse to abolish the Slave Trade, also forms part of the measures 
in which the Emperor is morc particularly concerned. 
In admitting the necessity of having recourse to efficacious measures, with 
regard to those States, His Imperial Majesty thinks, that if the Aiised Cabi- 
nets were to confine themsclves to adopting the determinatioa pointed out b 
the Cabinet of London, they would still be far from attaining the object re 
they have in view ; and that a gencral suspension of all Commerce whatever, 
with the only Power which has not hitherto forbidden the Slave Trade to the 
South of the Line, would tend much more promptly to the wished-for result. 
However prejudicial to the interests of Russia, the interruption of the 
Commercial Relations established for so long a series of years between Her 
and Portugal, might be, if the Allies of His Imperial Majesty were to con- 
sent to adopt this measure, the Emperor would not hesitate to impose on 


‘Himself the same sacrifice; but it appears to him that it would in any case 
be right, previously to apprise the Court of ‘Lisbon of the consequences 


which their refusal, totally to abolish the Slave Trade, would entail upon 
them.—The Allied Cabinets will doubtless admit that equity demands this 
ptior measure. _—_. _ 

As to the other Propositions made by the Duke of Wellington, and which 
are morc particularly. interesting to the Maritime Powers, the Cabinet of His 
Imperial Majesty will constantly express the wish which the Emperor forms, 
that such arrangement may be made between those Powers as will enable 
each of them to suppress the Tratlick amongst their respective subjects, by 
deelaring it to be an act of Piracy ; and, as amongst these Propositions there 


‘ate some which particularly conecrn the Government of ‘His Most Christian 


Majesty, the Emperor is ready to suppert the same in the Negotiations which 
may take place upon this subject.. | } 


. Q3 y a oa 
JL / 
(E. in Second Inclasure in No. 3.) 


Résolutions rélatwwes a 0 Abolition de la Traite des NMagres, adopléce d ix 
Conférence, du 28 Novembre 1822. | 


_ LES Piénipetentiaires d’Autriche, de France, de ‘la Grande Bretagne, de 
Prusse, et de Rassie, réunis en Congrés & Vérone—Considérant—Que Leurs 
Augustes Souverains ont pris part a la Déclaration du 8 Février, 1815, par 
Jaquelle les Puissances réunies an Congrés de Vienne ont proclamé a la face de 
BEnurope leur Résolution mvariable de faire cesser le Commerce conuu sous le 
mom de la Traite des Négres d’Afrique : 

‘Considérant de plus—que malgreé cette Déclaration, et en dépit des mesures 
Législatives dont Elle a été suivie dans plusieurs pays, et des différens Traités 
wonclus depuis la dite époque entre les Puissances Maritimes, ce Commerce 
solemnellement proscrit, a continué jusqu’a ce jour, qu'il a gagné en intensité 
‘ce qu'i peut avoir perdu en étendue, qu'il a pris méme un caractére plus odieux 
et plus funeste par la nature des moyens aux quels ceux qui l’exercent sont 
forocs d’avoir recours : | 

Que les causes d’un abus aussi revoltant se trouvent principalement dans les 
pretiques frauduleuses, moyennant lesquelles les entrepreneurs de ces spécula- 
tions condamnables éludent Ics lois de leurs pays, déjouent la surveillance des 
batimens employés pour arréter Je cours de leurs iniquités, et couvrent les 
opérations criminelles dont des milliers d’étres humains devicnnent, d’année en 
année, les innocentes victimes : : 

Que les Puissances de "Europe sont appelées par leurs engagemensantérienrs, 
eutant que par un devoir secré, a chercher les moyens les plus etficaces pour 
prévenir un traffic, que déja les Lois de la presque totalite des pays civilisés 
ent déclaré illicite et coupable, et pour punir rigoureusement ceux qui le pour- 
‘suivent, en contravention manifeste de ces Lois;— __ 2 

Ont recoanu la necessité de vouer |’attention la plus s¢rieuse & un objet 
@’aussi grande importance pour le bien et l’honneur de l’humanité, et déclarent 
en conséquence au nom de Leurs Augustes Souverains ; 

Qu'ils persistent invariablement dans les principes et les sentimens, que ces 
Sovtverains ont manifestés par la Déclaration du 8 Fevrier 1815.—Qu’ils n’ont 
pas cessé, et ne cesseront jamais de regarder le Commerce de Négres comme 
~—‘* Un fleau, quia trop long-tems désolé l'Afrique, dégradé l'Europe, et afigté 
“ Thumanité,” et qu’ils sont préts & concourir @ tout ce qui pourra assurer et 
-aaccélérer |’Abolition complete et définitive de ce Commerec. | 

@u’afin-de donner effet 4 cette Déclaration renouvelée, Jeuts Cabinets re- 
-@pectifs se livreront avee empressement.a l’examen de toute mesure compatible 
avec leurs droits et les intéréts de leurs sujets, pour amener un résultat, con- 
-statant aux yeux du monde la sincérité de leurs voeux et de leurs efforts, en 
4aveur d'une cause digne de Jeur solicitude commune. 
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(Transilution.) 


t 


,. Resolutions respecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade, adopted in the 


Conference of the 28th November 1822. 


, THE Plenipotentiaries of Austria, of France, of Great Britain, of Prussia, 
and of Russia assembled in Congress at Verona, Considering,—that their 
august Sovercigns have taken part in the Declaration of the 8th February 
1815, by which the Powers assembled at the Congress of Vienna, have pro- 
claimed in the face of Europe, their invariable resolution to put a stop to the 
~ Commerce known by the name of the African Slave Trade : | 
Considering moreover, that notwithstanding this Declaration, and in spite 
of the legislative measures which have in consequence been adopted in various 
Countries, and of the several Treaties concluded since that period between 
the Maritime Powers,—this Commerce, solemnly proscribed, bas continued to 
this very day; that it has gained in activity what it may have lost in exten- 
sion; that 1t has even taken a still more odious character, and more dreadful 
_from the nature of the means to which those, who carry it on, are compelled to 
have recourse : | 
That the causes of so revolting an abuse are chiefly to be found in the frau- 
dulent practices, by means of which, the persons engaged in these nefarious 
speculations, elude the Laws of their Country and the vigilance of the Cruizers 
stationed to put a stop to their iniquities ; and veil those criminal operations, 
of which thousands of human beings annually become their innocent victims : 
That the Powers of Europe are called upon by their previous engagements, 
as well as by sacred duty, to seek the most efticicnt means of preventing a 
Trathck, which the Laws of almost every civilized Country have already de- 
clared to be culpable and illegal ; and of punishing with severity those who 
persist in carrying it on, in manifest violation of those Laws ; | 
Acknowledge the necessity of devoting the most serious attention to 
-an object of such importance to the honour and welfare of humanity ; and con- 
sequently declare in the name of their august Sovereigns :-— ae 
_’ That They continue firm in the: principles and sentiments manifested by 
' those Sovereigns in the Declaration of the 8th of February 1815 ;—that They 
have never ceased, nor ever will cease, to consider the Slave ‘Trade as—‘‘ a 
‘ scourge which has too long desolated Africa, degraded Europe; and afflicted 
** humanity;” and that They are ready to concur in every thing that may secure 
and accelerate the complete and final Abolition of that Traftick : | 
That in order to give effect to this renewed Declaration, their respective 
Cabinets will eagerly enter into the examination of any measure, compatible 
-with their rights and the interests of their subjects, to produce a result that 
‘may prove to the world the sincerity of their wishes, and of their efforts in 
favour of a cause worthy of their common solicitude, | 


Printed by R. G, Clarke, at the London Gazette Office, Cannon-Row, Westminster. 
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EXPLANATORY ann ADDITIONAL ARTICLES ; 


TO THE 
Treaty concluded at Madrid, September 23, 1817, 


BETWEEN 


HIS MAJESTY 


THE KING OF THE SPALNS, 
FoR THE 
PREVENTION OF THE TRAFFIC IN Bhar ES, 


Signed at Madrid, December 10, 1822. 
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Presented to both Houses of Parliament by His Majesty's Command, 1823. 
a 
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PRINTED BY R. G. CLARKE, 
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EXPLANATORY AND ADDITIONAL ARTICLES 


POR THE 


PREVENTION OF THE TRAFFIC IN SLAVES, 


Signed at Madrid, December 10, 1822. 
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Explanatory Article to the Treaty between His Majesty The King of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and His Majesty The 
King of the Spains, concluded and signed at Madrid, September 23, 1817. 


WYV HEREAS it is stated in Article I. of ‘ Instructions intended for the 
' ‘¢ British and Spanish ships of war employed to prevent the illicit traffic 
‘< in Slaves,” that ‘ ships on board of which no Slaves shall be found, intended 
‘for purposes of traffic, shall not be detained on any account or pretence 
‘“‘ whatever.” And whereas it has been found by experience, that vessels 
employed in the illegal traffic have put their Slaves momentarily on-Sshofe, 
immediately. prior to their being visited by ships of war, and that such vessels 
have thus found means to evade forfeiture, and have been‘enabléd*tg pursue 
their unlawful course with impunity, contrary to the true object and spirit of 
the Treaty above mentioned :— 3 

The High Contracting Parties therefore feel it necessary to declare, and itis 
hereby declared by them, that if there shall be clear and undeniable proof 
that a Slave or Slaves has or have been put on board a vessel for the purpose 
of ‘illegal tratfic, ‘in the particular voyage’ on which the vessel: shall be cap-" 
tured, then, and on that account, according to the true intent and meaning of 
the Stipulations of the Treaty, such vessel shall be detained by the cruizcrs, 
and finally condemned by the Commissioners. | 


This Explanatory Article shall have the same force and effect, as if it were 
inserted word for word in the said Treaty, and shall be held to form part of 
thesame. = 2 3 


In witness whereof, the undersigned, furnished with full powers to that 
effect, have hereunto signed their names and affixed their seals. 


Done at Madrid, the tenth day of December 1822. 
(L. 8.) WILLIAM A’COURT. 


SEY 


~~ 


Articulo declaratorio del Tratado existente entre Su Magestad El Rey del 
Reyno Unido de la Gran Bretafia é Irlanda, y Su Magestad El Rey de 
Jas Espanas, firmado en Madrid, 4 23 Setiembre de 1817. 


STANDO estipulado en el ArticuloJ. de las Instrucciones para los buques 
de guerra Espajfioles é Ingleses, empleados en impedir el ilicito comercio 
de Esclavos, Que los Buques 4 cuyo bordo no se hallaren Esclavos destinados 
= para el Trafico, no seran detenidos bajo ningun pretexto 6 motivo:” ‘y h4- 
biendo acreditado la ‘experiencia, que algunos Buques empleados en: dicho 
ilegal Trafico, han desembarcado momentaneamente Ios Esclavos que tenian 
a su bordo, inmediatamente antes de ser visitados’ por los Baques:dé Guerra, 
logrando por este medio evadirse de la confiscacion, y continuar impunemerite 
sus ilegitimos procedimientos, contra el verdadero objeto y espiritu, sai bcaalin 
Tratado ; — 7 e 
scales Partes Contratantes ‘creen necesario ‘declarar, ‘como por el pre- 
,sente Articylo declaran, Que si constare por una prueba clara é irrefragable, 
que hubiesen sido embareados uno 6 mas Esclavos en: ‘cualquier Buque con 
ebjcto de Comercio ilegitimo, : durante el viage particular er que fuere apre- 
sado, en tal caso, y en virtud de esta causa, segun el verdadero espiritu -y 
sentido de las estipylaciones del Tratado, el mencionado ae sera wrraia 
por. los cruceros, ,y condenadp por los Comisionados. _ 


El presente Articulo declaratorio tendr4 la misma fuerza y efecto que si 
estuviese inserto a la_letra ep ee Tratado, se se poariciiage como parte del 


° rae FV 
MASM0. | 

En fé de lo cual, los Infrascriptos, autorizados con plenos poderes al efecto, 
han firmado y sellado el presente convenio en Madrid, 4 diez de Diciembre 


de 1822. 
(L. S.) EVARISTO SAN MIGUEL. 


Additional Article to the Treaty between His Majesty The King of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and His Majesty The 
King of the Spains, signed at Madrid, September 23, 1817. 


[HE High Contracting Parties hereby agree, that in the event of the 

absence, on account of illness or of any other unavoidsble cause, of one 
‘or more of the Commissioners, Judges and Arbitrators under the above men- 
tioned Treaty, or in the case of their absence in consequence of leave from 
"their Government, duly notified to the Board of Commission sitting under the 
said Treaty, their posts shall be supplied in the same manner in which, by 
the Article XIV. of the ‘“ Regulations” for the Mixed Commissions, those 
vacancies in the Commission are to be supplied, which may occur by the 
death of one or more of the Commissioners aforesaid. 


This Acticle shall have the same force “end effect aw if it had been inserted 
word for word in the above mentioned a and shall be held to form part 


of the same. 


Ta witness whereof, the undersigned, duly furnished with full powers to 


that effect, have signed the present Additional Article, and have affixed there- 


~ unto the seal of their Arms. 


Done at Madrid, the tenth day of December 1833. 
(L.8S.) § WILLIAM A'COURT. 


. 4, . s - - 
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JIS 


Artioulo Adicional al Tratado existente entre Sa Magestad: E} Bey del 
Reyno Unido de la Gran Bretaiia é Irlanda, y Su Magestad El Rey de 
las Espafias, firmado en Madrid, 4 23 Setiembre 1817. 


LAS Altas Partes Contratantes estipulan por el presente Articulo, Que en 

caso de ausentarse por enfermedad U otra causa inevitable, uno 6 mas . 
Comisionados, Jueces, Arbitros, establecidos con arreglo al referido Tratado, 6 | 
sea que proceda esta ausencia de permiso dado por su Gobierno, y notificado . 
en debida forma al Tribunal de Comision formado en virtud del mencionado 
‘T'ratado, serdn substituidas sus plazas del mismo modo en que, con arreglo al 
XXIV. Articulo del Reglamento para las Comisiones Mixtas, se deben suplir 
Jas vacantes que ocurran en la Comision por. muerte de uno 6 mas de dichos 
Comisionados. 


Este Articulo tendré la misma fuerza y efecto que si estuviese inserto 4 la 
letra en dicho Tratado, y se tendra por parte del mismo. 


En f€ de lo cual, los Infrascriptos, autorizados con plenos poderes al efecto, 
han firmado y sellado el presertte convenio en Madrid, a diez de Diciembre | 
de 1822. _ 
(L. 8.) EVARISTO SAN ‘MIGUEL. | 
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EXPLANATORY anv ADDITIONAL ARTICLES 


TO THE 


Treaty concluded at The Hague, May 4, 1818, 


BETWEEN 


HIS MAJESTY 


AND 
THE KING OF THE NETHERLANDS, 
FOR THE 


PREVENTION OF THE TRAFFIC IN SLAVES, 


Signed at Bruxelles, December 31, 1822, 
and January 25, 1823. 
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Presented to both Houses of Parliament by His Majesty's Command, 1823. 
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LONDON : 


PRINTED BY R.G. CLARKE, 


AT THE LONDON GAZETTE OFFICE, CANNON-ROW, WESTMINSTER. 
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‘A rticies Explanatory of, and Additional to, the Treaty concluded at the 
Hague, May 4, 1818, between His Majesty The King of the United 
¥K ingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and His Majesty The King of 
athe Netherlands, for the prevention of the Traffic in Slaves. 


Signed at Bruaciles, December 31, 1822. 


;2 & Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Ireland, and His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, having thought 
fit to agree upon the following arrangements, additional to and explanatory 
of the Treaty concluded between their aforcsaid Majesties at the Hague, on 
the 4th of May 1818, for the prevention of the trade in Slaves, have therefore 
marmned as Plenipotentiaries ad hoc :— 


Eis Majesty the King of the United Kinedom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
the Right Honourable Richard Earl of Clancarty, Viscount Duslo, Baron 
Wilconnel, Baron Trench of Garbally in the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, one of His Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council 
in Great Britain and also in Ircland, Mcmber of the Committee of the first 
for the Affairs of Commerce and Colonics, Colonel of the Regiment of 
Militia of the County of Galway, Vice Admiral of the Province of Con- 
naught, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, 
and of the Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order, Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of His said Majesty to His Majesty the King of the Nether- 
Jands, Grand Duke of Luxembourg : and His Majesty the King of the Ne- 
therlands, Anne William Charles, Baron de Nagell d’Ampsen, Member of the” 
Body of Nobles of the Province of Guelderland, Knight Grand Cross of the 
Order of the Belgic Lion, and of that of Charles the Third, of the Legion of 
Onour, and of the Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order, Chamberlain, and 
Minister of State, holding the department of Foreign Affairs: who, having 
«xchanged their full powers, found in good and due form, have agreed on the 
owing explanatory and additional Articles : 


ARTICLE I. 


“Whereas it is stated in Article I. of “ Instructions intended for the 
““ British and Dutch Ships .of War, employed to prevent thie illicit Traffic in 
“* Slaves,” that “ Ships on board of which no Slaves shall be found intended 
** for purposes of Tratfic, shall not be detained on any account or pretence 
“ whatever.” And whereas it has been found by experience, that vessels 
employed in the illegal traffic, have uushipped their Slaves immediately prior 
to their being visited by the ships of war, and that such vessels have thus 
found means to evade forfeiture, and have been enabled to pursue their — 
unlawful course with impunity, contrary to the truc object and spirit of the 


~~» 


Teaty above-mentioned :— 
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The High Contracting Parties therefore fecl it necessary to declare, and it 
is hereby declared by them, that, if there shall be clear and undeniable proof, 
that a Slave or Slaves has or have been put on board a vessel for the purpose 
of illegal traffic, in the particular voyage on which the vessel shall be captured, 
then, and on that account, according to the true intent and meaning of the 
stipulations of the Treaty, such vessc! shall be detained by the cruizers, and 
finally condemned by the Commissioners. 


ARTICLE II. 


The High Contracting Parties hereby agree, that in the event of the 
absence on account of illness, or of any other unavoidable cause, of one or 
more of the Commissioners, Judges and Arbitrators under the ‘above-men- 
tioned Treaty, or in the case of their absence in consequence of lcave from 
their Government, duly notified to the Board of Commission sitting under 
the said Treaty, their posts shall be supplicd in the same manner in which, 
by the Article IX. of the Regulations for the Mixed Commissions, those 
vacancies in the Commission are to be supplied, which may oceur by the 
death of one ar mare of the Commissioners aforesaid. 


The explanatory and additional Articles above-mentioned shall be submitted 
to the Ratification of the respective Sovereigns, and shall have the same 
force and effect as if they were inserted word tor word in the “Treaty of 


the 4th of May 1818 above-mentioncd, eas shall be — to form part of 
the same. | 


- ve 


The Acts of Ratification shall be exchanged within is we of one month # 
from this date, or sooner, if possible. : 


ro 


In witness whereof, the réspective Plenipotentigrics have signed the c present 
Act, and thereunto atfixed the scal of their arms. . 


Done at Bruxelles, this thirty-first day of December, in the year of our 
Lord onc thousand cight hundred ‘and twenty-two. 


(L.S.) ee ~~ 
(L. 8.) A. W. C. DEN NAGELL. 
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“Further Additional Article to the before mentioned Treaty. 


Signed at Brucelles, voniary 25, 1823. 


HIS Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, having thought 
fit to agree upon the following further arrangement, additional to the ‘Treaty 
concluded between Their aforesaid M ajestics at the Hague, on the 4th of May 
1818, for the prevention of the trade in Slaves, and also in addition to the two 
Explanatory and Additional Articles, executed by the Plenipotentiaries of 
"Fheir said Majestics, on the 31st of December 1822, have named, authorized, 
and ditected the same Plenipotentianies to sign, in their pames, an agrecinent 
ad hoc:— — 

His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and. 
Ireland, ‘fhe Right Honourable Richard Earl of Clancarty, Viscoyns 
Dunlo, Baron Kilconnel, Baron Lrench ef Garbally in the United Ningdorp 
of Great Britain and Ireland, onc of His Najesty’s Most, Honourable Privy 
Council in Great Britain, and also, 1n, breland, Member of the Committee of 
the first for the affairs of Commerce and Colonies, Colguel of the Regiment 
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of Militia of the county of Galwsy, Vice Admiral of the Province of Con- 
maught, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, 
and of the Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order, Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of His said Majesty to His Majesty the King of the 
Netherlands, Grand Duke of Luxembourg. 


And His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, Anne William Charles, 
Baron de Nagell dAmpsen, Member of the Body of Nobles of the Province 
of Guelderland, Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Belvic Lion, and of 
that of Charles the Third, of the Legion of Honour, and of the Royal 
Wianoverian Guelphic Order, Chamberlain, and Minister of State holding the 
Department of Foreign Affairs: who, having exchanged their full powers, 
found in good and due form, have agreed upon the following additional Article. 


| ADDITIONAL ARTICLE. 


And it is hereby further agreed, that upon proof being duly given before the 
Mixed Court, whereupon it shall appear that any ship or vessel, subject to 
‘exam ination. under the Treaty, or under the Explanatory or Additional Arti- 
-cles, and detained hovering or sailing upon the Coast of Africa, within one 
geographic degree to the westward thereof, and between the twentieth degree 
of latitude north of the Equinoctial Linc, and the twentieth degree of lati- 
tude to the southward thereof, or at anchor within any of the rivers, bays, or 
creeks of the said coast, within the limits above partieularly specified, or at 
anchor in any part within the said limits, and which ship or vessel, in her 
outfit and equipment, shall fall within one or more of the following designa- 
tions, namely : 

1.—Having her hatches fitted with open gratings, instead of being close 
haatches as usual in merchant vessels. 


2.—Having more divisions or bulk heads in the hold or on deck, than 
aecessary for trading vessels. 


3.—Having on board spare plank, cither actually fitted in that shape, or 
fit for readily laying a second or moveable deck, or Slave deck. 


4,—T]Taving on board shackles, bolts, or handcuffs. 


5.—Ilaving on board an unreasonable quantity of water in casks or in 
tanks, more than sufficient for the consumption of her crew as a merchant 
vessel. | 

6.—Having on board an unreasonable number of water casks or other 
vessels for holding water, wnless the master shall produce a certificate from the 
Custom-House froin the place from which he cleared outwards, stating that a 
sufficient security had been given by the owners of such vessel, that such 
extra quantity of casks or other vesscls should only be used for the reception 
of palm oil. 

7.—Having on board a greater quantity of mess-tubs or kids than requi- 
site for the use of her crew, as a merchant vessel. 


8.—Ifaving on board two or more copper boilers, or cven one of an 
unreasonable size, larger than requisite for the use of her crew as a merchant 
Vessel. 

9.—Llaving on board an unreasonable quantity of rice or farinha (flour 
of the manioc of Brazil, or of cassada,) or maize, or Indian corn, beyond 
any probable requisite provision for the use of her crew, and such rice, flour, 
maize, or Indian corn, not being entered on the manifest as part of the eargo 
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-_' The proof of these, or of any one or more of these several indications, shall 
be considered as primd facie evidence of her actual employment in‘the Slave 
Trade, and unless rebutted by satisfactory evidence upon the part of the 
master or owners, that such ship or vessel was otherwise legally employed at 


the time of detention or capture, the ship or vessel shall thereupon be con- 
demned and declared lawful prize. 


The atoresaid Additional Article shall be submitted to the ratification of 
the respective Sovereigns, and shall have the same force and cffect as if it 


were inserted word for word in the Treaty of the 4th of May 1818 above. 
mentioned, and shall be held to form part of the same. 


The Acts of Ratification shall be exchanged within the space of onc month 
from this date, or sooner if possible. 


In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the present 
Act, and thereunto affixed the seal of their arms. 


Done at Bruxclles, the twenty-fifth day of January, in the year of 


our Lord one thousand cight hundred and twenty-tlirce. 


(L.S.) | CLANCARTY. 
(L. 8.) A. W. C. DE NAGELL. 
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Printed by R. G. Clarke, at the London Gazette Office, Cannon-Row, Westminster, 
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AdmiraltyOffice, 21st April 


1822. 


Madrid, — 4th April 


Aranjenz, — 12th May 
Madrid, — 20th May 


Madrid, — Iith June 
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Madrid, — 13th June 


Madrid, — 17th June 


Madrid, — 27th June 
Madrid, — 30th June 


Foreign Office, 30th Sept. 
Foreign Office, 15th Oct. 
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Madrid, 24th Oct. 
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Foreign Office, 25th Oct. 
Madrid, — 28th Oct. 
Madrid, — 29th Oct. 
Foreign Office, 29th Oct. 
Madrid, — luth Dee, 
Madrid, — 15th Dec. 
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Foreign Office, 8th May 
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Foreign Office, 16th Muay 
Admiralty fice, 17th May 
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PORTUGAL. 


" B. M. Ward, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry = = 


Inclosure fe SIRE Pinheiro Ferreira to B, M. Ward, Esq. 

_ March 30 

E. M. Ward, Esq. | to The NMatauess of Londonderry = — 

Inclosure. eo Stener Pinheiro Ferreira to E. M. Ward, Esq. 

—_ — April 26 

The Marquess of Londonderry to E M. Ward, Esxyo = 

Mr. Secretary Canning to E. M Ward, Esq. — 
Mr. Secretary Canning to BE. M. Ward, Esq. 

Iuclosure —Henry Chamberlain, Esq. to The Nfsrquetol of 

Londonderry — — Rio de Juneiru, July 3 


Mr. Secretary Canning to E M. Ward, Esq. — 
Mr. Secretary.Cannipg to E. M. Ward, Esy. — 
Mr. Secretary Canning to E. M. Ward, Esq. —= 


Jnclusure 1.—William Pennell, Esq. to ‘The Marquess of 
Londonderry — Bahia, August 26 
2 —Information respecting the Schooner, To- 
ninha, andthe Brig, Desengano, Bahia, August 
3.—Uhe British Consul to whe Judge of the Cus- 
tom-Hoyse, at Babia Bahia, August 8 
4.—The Judye of the Custom-House, at Bahia, 
to W. Pennell, Esq. — Bahia, uu 13 

BE. M. Ward, Esy. to Mr. Secretary Canning — 
BK. M. Ward, Esq. to Mr. Seeretary Canning — — 
Inclosure.—E. M. Ward, =o Lo Signor Pinheiro Ferreira 
_ November 14 
E.M. Ward, Rsq. to Mr. Secretary Calming — —_ 
Inclosure. Pera eine Pinheiro Ferreira to E. M. Ward, Esq. 
— November 23 

FE. M. Ward, Esq. to Mr. Secneany Canine — 


Inclosure.—Signor Pinheiro Ferreira to KE. M. Ward, sq. | 


= —_ — - December 12 
E. M. Ward, Exq. to Mr. Secretary Canning — — 


KE. M. Ward, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning — — 


ABCOsUrE | --Siguor Pinbciro Ferreira to E. M. Ward, 


20. 
21, 


Esq. December 17 
2.— Portuguese Contre Projet ot Additional Ar- 


ticles — _ — 
Joseph Planta, jun. Esq. to »E. M. Ward, Esq. _ 
Mr. Secretary Canning to E. M. Ward, Esq. = 


Henry Chamberlain, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning — 
Jnclosure.—List of Staves anyones into Riv de Janeiro, 

during the year 1822, — _ 
Henry Chamberlain, sq. to Mr. Secretary Canning — 
luctusure !. ZN Gnilier of Slaves imported into Babia, 


from January to June 1822 — a 
2.—Number of Slaves imported into Bahia, 

trom July to December 1822 — — 

Mr. Secretary Canning tou kk. M. Ward, Esq. — _ 
E..M. Ward, Esq. to Mr Secretary Canning — — 
E. M. Ward, Ksq to Joseph Planta, jun. Esq. a 


Inclosure.—Siguor Pinheiro Ferreiia to B. M. Ward, Esq. 
November 26, 1822 


Mr. Secretary Canning to E. M. Ward, Esy. — ~— 
BE. M. Ward, Ksy. to Mr. Secretary Canning — — 
FE, M. Ward, bsg to Mr. Secretary Canuing om 


luclosure 1.—E. M. W ard, Lisy. to Signor Pinheiro Ferreira 


me aa ies — Lisbon, April 24 . 


2.—Signor Pinheiro Ferreira to &. M. Ward, Esq. 
Lisbon, April 26 
Mr. pe Canning to E. M. Waid, Keg. — 
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Lisboa, — 23d. Dee. 103 
— — — 104: 
— _ — 105 
Foreign Ofice, 26th Dee, 106 
.  , $823. 
Foreign Office, 22d Jun. 106 
Rio de Janeiro, 25th Jan. 107 
— —_ — 397 
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~ _ -— 109 
— _ — 110 
Foreigu Office, 21st Mar. 110 
Lisbon, — 23th Mar. I11l - 
Lisbon, — J2thApril 111 
— —. — Ill 
Foreign Office, 17th April 112 
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Lisben, — 2d Mmy 112 
— — — 112 
— — —- 113 
Foreign Office, 24th May 114 
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FRANCE. 


Sir Charles Stuart to The Marquess of Londonderry — 
Sir Charles Stuart to The Marquess of Londonderry  — 
Sir Charles Stuart to The Marquess of Londonderry — 
Sir Charles Stuart to The Marquess of Londonderry — 
Inclosure.—Sir Charles Stuart to The Vicomte de Mont- 
morenc — April 7 
Sir Charles Stuart t to The Marquess of Londonderry — 
Inclosure.—Sir Charles Stuart to The Vicomte de Mont- 
morency — > — June 5 
The Marquess of Londoniery to Sir Charles Stuart — 
Sir Charles Scuatt to The Marquess ‘of Londonderry — 
Inclosure ].—Sir Charles Stuart to-The Vicomte de Mont- 
morenc _ _— — June 15 
2.—The Vicomte de Montmorency: te. Sir Charles 
Stuart — — we June 20 
The Marquess of Londonderry to Sir Charles Stuart = — 
‘Inclosure.—Mr. Consul Scott to The Marquess of Lon- 
donderry — Bordeaux, June 18 
Sir Charles Stuart t to The Marquess of Londonderry _ 
Joclosure 1.—Sir Charles Stuart to The Vicomte de Mont- 
morenc _ —_ ‘a July 12 
2.—The Vicomte de eae to Sir Charles 
Stuart _- - — July 31 
The Visconite de Chateaubriand to Earl Bathurst — 
The Earl of Clanwilliam to The Vicomte de Chateaubriand 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Stuart — 
Inclosures.— Documents found on board the Ships L’ Ursule 
and Petite Betsy — — — = 
Sir Charles Stuart to Mr. Secretary Canning — _ 
-Inclosure.—Sir Charles Stuart to M. de Villéle.—October 5 
Sir Charles Staart to Mr. Secretary Canning — — 
Taclosure.—M: de Vilidle to Sir Chailes Stuart.—October 11 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Stuart — _ 
Sir Charles Stuart to Mr. Secretary-‘Canning — _ 
Inclosure.—M. de Villéle to Sir Charles Stuart. 
— _ — — November 22 


Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Stuart — — 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Stuart — — 
Jnclosure.—Mr. Consul Parkinson to Mr. Secretary Can- 

ning — — — Pernambuco, March 12 


UNITED STATES. 


The Marquess of POnondessy to The Right Hon. Strat- 
ford Canning — 
Inclosure.— Memorandum i. Conversation between The 
Marquess of Londonderry and Richard Rush, Hsqy. — 
The Right Hon. Stratford Canning to The Marquess of 
Londouderry — — — _— 
Inclosure.— Report of the Committee of Congress. aA prill2 


3. The Right Hon. Strattord Panning to The aie aia of 


Londonderry — 


4. Mr. Secretary SUPE to The Right t Hon. Stratford Can- 


ning — pe 


5. Mr Secretary Canning to Th he mee Lon. Stratfor d Can- 


ning — oar 


- The Right Hon. Stratford Canning to to Earl Bathurst _ 
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The Right Hon. Stratford Canning to Mr. Secretary Can- 


ning — — — — 
The Right Hon. Stratford Canning to Mr. Secretary Can- 
ning — — > — — ons 
Inclosure.—The Right Hon. Stratford Canning to Jokn 
Quincy Adams, Ksq. = — — January 29 
The Right Hon. Stratford Canning to Mr. Secretary Can- 


ning — — — _ pa 
The Right Hon. Stratford Canning to Mr. Secretary Can- 
Incloeure }.—Jchn Quincy Adams, Esq. to The Right 
Hon. Stratford Canning -— March 30 


9.—Extract of an Act of Congress, approved. 
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SWEDEN. 


C. M. St. George, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry 
Inclosure.—Count Engestrom to C, M, St. George, Esq. 
— _ _ _— — May 13 
Mr. Secretary Canning to ©. M. St. George, Esq. — 
Inclosure.—Paper relating the Ship, Joseph — 
— _ — Sierra Leone, July 9 
C. M. St. George, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canving — 
C. M. St. George, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning — 
Inclosure.—Count Engestrom to C. M. St. George, Esq. 
_ — _ — December 13 
C. M.St. George, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning — 
Inclosure —Royal Ordinance _ February 7 
Mr, Secretary Canning to Sir Benjamin Bloomfield ome 
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DENMARK. 


H. U. Addington, Esq. to Phe Marquess of Londonderr 

Augustus J. Foster, Esq. to Earl Bathurst — _ 

Indlosure.—M. de Rosenkrantz to Augustus J. Foster, Esq. 
| _ September 4 


ae aa eaegP 


@ 


1823. 
Washington, Ist Jan. 145 
Washington, Sth Feb. 145 
— os — 146 
Washington, 10thMar. 148 
Washington, 3ist Mar. 149 
- — —149 
— -_ — 15! 
1822. 
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Foreign Office, 19th Oct. 154 
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FOREIGN POWERS. 
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NETHERLANDS. 


No. 1. | 


the <L¥darquess of Londonderry to The Earl of Clancarty, (and to E. M. 
. y! | Ward and Lionel Hervey, Esqrs.) 


(Circular.) | Foreign Office, February 22, 1822. 
[T° s=ppears by a reference to the Treaty for preventing illegal Traffick in 
Shves 5 signed between this Court and the Court of .......... ia isigeese 


that ra provision is made for supplying, temporarily, the Vacancies occurring 
inthe Mixed Commissions from any other cause than death. As it has 


alreact-37 happened at Sierra Leone, and as it may probably happen elsewhere, 


‘that a "Commissioner, from illness, is unable to perform his functions, I am 


comm za waded by His Majesty to direct that you will suggest to the Govern- 


meat «<f His........ Majesty, the expediency of extending to the cases, of 


absence of the Commissioners from illness, or from the permission, regularly 
notiiec’a , of their respective Governments—those provisions of the ‘Treaty 


‘whicha <a pply to the temporary vacancy occasioned by the death of one or 


more ©@f the Commissioners. 


By ‘tke provisions of the Treaty, the disadvantage, if any should arise, 
will al we ays fall on the side of the Contracting Party who neglects or delays 
to sup yoy the vacancy; and, while a sufficient guard 1s thus placed against 
‘the abiase of this extension of the stipulations in case of vacancy, the ar- 
range © nt of it will, possibly, prevent much serious inconvenience, occasioned 
by an Ornission in the Treaty which couid not have been intended. 

Iftthe Government of ............ shall view this matter in the same 
fight ira xyhich it is here placed, you are authorised to sign a Declaration to 


the efle ce proposed, and you will give me notice of the same, tliat the 
‘necessary 


respective] y- 


J am, &c. | | | 
. (Signed) LONDONDERRY. 
dhs Maz 7 estys Ambassador at the Hague, “#5 
hargeé d Affaires at Lisbon, and | 
> Minister at Madrid. — ae — 
: . B . A 
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2 NETHERLANDS. 


No. 2. 


The Earl of Clanearty td Fhe Muetyhess of Londonderry.—(Received 
| March 14.) 


My Lorp, The Hague, March 5, 1822. 


I HAVE had the hqnoyr pf receiving Your Lerdghip’s Despatch of the 
22d of February. CO 

By this I am directed, in consequence of an alledged omission in the 
Treaty signed with this Court on tfc 4th May 1818, to suggest to them the 
expediency of rectifying the same by a Subsidiary Declaration, which I am 
thereby authorized ste to the, effect ‘aly Set 

Your Lordship will perctive Hon the Incldsed Gopy of a Note, officially 
addressed by me to His Excellency The Baron de Nagell on the 2d instant, 
that I have lost no time in sbeyliig yolir itistractions in this respect. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

- _ , (digried) CLANCARTY. 
The Marquess of Londonderri, KG. 


&e. &e. &e.. 


(Inclosure in No. 2.) 
The Earl of Clancarty to The Buren de Nagell. 


The Hague, March 2, 1822. 
THE Undersigned, &e., has received iiistructions to call the attention of 


this Court to the following statement: = 
yy ‘eferetice to the Treaty for preventing Traffick in Slaves, signed between 
the two Crowns ‘dn the 4th May 1818, it appears that NO. provision 19 4poci- 


much, und possibly serious, iviconvenience night bg occasioned, | 
‘the Regulations for the Mixed Courts, annexed to 
¢ 


as agreed that in the event of the death or egal tmpeachment of one or more 
. & 0 t 


-By the provisions of the Treaty, the disadvantage, if any should arise, wil 


Tlaet BWeron de ® age, in which His Excellency desires th 

cata> tse Mis Majesty’ : 

hove -ermpowered to sign, conjoint! with his 

pla x2 =a tion of the 9th Article of the Regulations for the Mixed Courts, annexed 

tot kw e= Treaty of the 4th of May 1815, for the su pression of the Slave Trade. 
Gy * 


N&?HEREANDS. 


al ways fall on the side of the Contractiag Party. who may delay or neglect to 
su aly the. vacancy ;-~inasmuch as the reciprocity, 30 desirable to maintain on 
this subject, will for the time he suspeaded, with reference to the equal par- 
ticipation of that Power, through it’s Commissjoners, in auch adjudications as 
gmny occur withia the period of such vacancy. , , 

A seems, therefore, to be desirable that this matter should be specifically 
ified, and, if The King of the Netherlands shall view this matter in the 
same light, the Undersigned has been authorized and instructed to sign on the 
ytt of his Court a Declaration to the effect proposed, with such erson as 
zx hall be equally authorized on the part of Hrs Netherlands Majesty. 

The Undersigned requests Monsieur le Baron de Nagell will have the 

oodness to lay this proposal before his Court, ahd to make known to him the 


a ere that shall be taken thereon, and he avails himself, &c. 
Fhe Baren de Nogell, (Signed) CLANCARTY. 
&e. &e. Go. | : 


—_— 


No. 3. 


CH. WW. Chai, Eq. to The Marquess of Londonderry —{ Received May 12.) 


My Losp, Lhe Hague, May 10, 1822. 
T HAVE the henonr to transmit to Your Lordship copy of a Note from 
t f will communi- 


8 Government and to The | pet of lapearty, that he is 
ordship, a Declaration in ex-. 


I have, 


(Signed) G. W. CHAD. 


Tee xBfarquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
Se. &e. Se. 


(Inclosure in No. 3.) 


The Basen de Nageli to G. W. Chad, Eso. 
La Haye, le7 Mai, 1822. 


Sect _ xy propeeé, aa num de sa-Cour,de poutvoir réciproqyement par uné digpo 
‘S16 8O w ulténieure aux Vacanees temporiires deentyelles ‘dans Jes’Cours de Tos. 
Tie =Mixtes, pour la répression de la ‘Traite des Négres; et pour cet effet, 2 
st1 Pealer par une Declaration spéciale que l’Article 9 du Réeglemerit, qui se 
fap porte au cas de décés et d’empéchement légal des Juges ou des Arbitres 
CO Waa Dosant Jes Cours sus-mentionnées, est entendu tenders et étre rendu ap- 


“E-AR son office du 2 Mars dernier, Son Excellepce Le Comte _de Clanearty, 


Plicable aux absences des Membres de ces Tribunaux occasionnées soit par 


Maladie, congé temporaire, ou-telle-autre cause légitime. . 

XD "apres les motifs allégués 4 ’'appui de-cette proposition, Sa Majesté le Roi 
des Pays-Bas ne trouve aucune difficulté 4 y consentir, et le Soussigné a été 
@Utorisé a signer une Declaration, ad hoc, avec |’Ambassadeur de Sa Majesté 


eee eee 
~ 2 - -- 


= ——_ 


Fae a ewe Ot 


a 


woe iw -* » 


-4 = Fee ool —- —™ .- 
pee ee ee, 


t 
iM 
ih 
a’ 


1 
» at 
| 
‘ + 


2 . _- 
+ 
ae 


: Sp NTS bag . 
- - - 
at ote a a 


His:-Maj 


4 _ NETHERLANDS. 


Britannique, qui, d’aprés son office, a parcillement été qualifié par son Gou 
vernement a la signature d'un Acte qui régle définitivement cet objet. 


I] prie M. Chad de faire part de cette disposition a sa Cour, et d’en prevenir 
également Son Isxcellence Le Comte de Clancarty, tandis qu'il saisit cette 
occasion, &c. ‘. 


(Signé) A. W.C. DE NAGELL. 
M. Chad, —_ es ‘a 3 
&e. &c. §e. | 


(Inclosure in No. 3.) 


(Translation.) The Hague, May 7, 1822. 
BY his Note of the 2d of March last, His Excellency Lord Clancarty, &c. 
proposed, in the name of his Court, to provide reciprocally by an ulterior ar- 
rangement, for temporary vacancies in the Mixed Courts established for the 
repression of the Slave Trade, and for this object, to stipulate, by a special 
Declaration, that the 9th Article of the Regulations, which relates to the 
decease and legal inability of the Judges or Arbitrators composing thie 
above-mentioned Courts, should be understood to extend and be rendered ap- 
plicable, to the absence of the Members of those Tiibunals, whether occasioned 
by sickness, temporary leave, or any other /egitimate cause. |. ~- .»- 
From the reasons alledged in support of this proposition, His Majesty The 
King of the Netherlands fecls. no difficulty in consenting thereto, and the 
Undersigned has been authorized to sign a Declaration, ad hoc, conjointly with’ 


the British Ambassador, who, according to his Note, has been likewise em- 
powered by his Govern 


ment to sign an Act for the difinitive regulation of. 
this object. | | | 3 
- He begs Mr. Chad to communicate the above to his Court, and likewise to. 
acquaint Lord Clancarty therewith ; | 
And he avails himself, &c. 


: (Signed) A. W. C. DE NAGELL.. 
G. W. Chad, Esq. 


Be. &e. &e. 


No. 4: . 
The Earl of Clanwilliam to. G. WV. Chad, Esq. (and to£.M. Ward, and 
| Lionel Hervey, Esqrs.) 
-(Circular.) | | 
I AM dirccted by The M 


information and 


_  % _ , Foreign Office, May 14, 1829. 
arquess of Londonderry to transmit for your * 


uidance, a printed copy of certain Papers, relative to 


the Traffick in Slaves, which have lately been laid before both Houses of | 
Parliament. 


| “7 
Jam, &c. : | 
_ (Signed) CLANWILLIAML 


esty’s Ministers at the Hague and Madrid, 
and Chargé @ Affaires at Lisbon. 3 


at 


nM ety Ee 


NETHERLANDS.» 5 


‘No. 5. 


Ihe Marquess of Londonderry to G. W. Chad, Esq. (and to Lionel Hervey, 
and E. M. Ward, Esqrs.) 


(Circular.) Foreign Office, May 17, 1822. 
I FURNISH you, herewith, with a copy of a Letter, dated the 2d-of 
_ April 1822, from the Secretary to the Admiralty to one of the Under- 
_ Secretaries for this Department, by which you will perceive that there 
- will be in future only two Signatures of the Lords Commissioners of 
_ the Admiralty to the Instructions issued, in conformity to the Treaties, 
- for preventing the illicit Traffick in Slaves. 
I have to desire that you will make a communication of this fact to 
. ¢hhe Government to-which you are accredited. 
I am, &c. 
- ‘(Signed) LONDONDERRY. 


-& eles Majesty's Ministers at the Hague and Madrid, 
and Chargé d Affaires at Lisbon. 


een ae ene N a a a teer  e 
No. 6. 
The Marquess of Londonderry to G. W. Chad, Esq. 


- 


* SIR, Foreign Office, June 11, 1822. 
“yr reference to-the third Article of the Treaty with the Netherlands 


for tt B-me prevention of the Slave Trade, ' am to desire that you will make 
cno we 32 to the Netherlands Government, that the Instructions therein alluded 
‘to lhza-we been issued to the following vessels of His Majesty’s Navy, viz:— 


The Bann,... twenty guns, C. Phillips, ....... Commander. 
-e- “Cyrene,.. twenty guns, Percy Grace,...... Commander. 
... Driver,.. cighteen guns, Thomas Woolridge, Commander. 
And t¥mt the Dutch Instructions issued to the Pheasant, Myrmidon, and 
Mor g>1 ana, will be recalled and cancelled. 
. Lam, &e. 
G. FR. Chad, Esq. | (Signed) LONDONDERRY. 
 &e. &e. &e. 
aS aS SSS 
Y . 
The Marquess of Londonderry to G.. W. Chad, Esq. 


C Extract.) | (O~ Foreign Office, July 29, 1822. 
1 "E’RANSMIT to you the.copy-of a Despatch, dated the Ist of May last, 


‘ia Of its Inclosures, which I have received from His Majesty’s Commissary 
‘if ‘oes at Surinam, complaining of the continued indifference and supineness 
: < Dutch Authoritics, both Civil and Military, at that Colony, in co- 
latin eine with the British Commissioners to carry into execution the stipu- 
ineee of the Treaty of the 4th of May 1818, for-the abolition of the Traffick 
Ves. 
| C 
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Tt appears that no Process, with respect to the forms of proceeding of the 
Mixed Ccurt, has hitherto been adopted or agreed to by the Dutch Com- 
missioners ; that the Dutch ships of war, furnished with the instructions 
under the Treaty, permit Slave-vessels to land their cargoes even within 
sight of their anchorage; and it further appears, from M.. Lefroy’s Des- 
yatch, that no Successor has, as yet, been named in the Place of the late Dutch 
renee Judge, Mr. Chagnion. 

I have received His iMajesty’s commands, therefore, to desire you will lose 
no time in stating these circumstances to the Dutch Ministers, and that you 
will again urge them, in the strongest manner, to cause immediate and cflee- 
tual instructions to be sent to the Dutch Authorities at Surinam ; not only 
for the adoption of the forms of practice with regard to the proceedings of 
the Mixed Courts, furnished to the British Commissioners, which were 
founded upon general principles of Law, and which have been agreed to and 
acted upon by the Con missioners of Spain and Portugal, but that every as- 
sistance should be given by the Governor and Military Officers for the most 
effectual execution of the stipulations of the Treaty. 

His Majesty secs with pain and regret that this indifference and negiect of 
the conditions of the Treaty on the part of the Dutch Authorities, is likely 
to lead to the extension of the abominable trattck in human flesh, and He 

relies with confidence, on the principles of justice and humanity which ac- 
tuate The King of the Netherlands, that, so soon as His Majesty shall be 
anade acquainted with these circumstances, His Majesty will direct measures 
to be taken for causing the Orders He has already given to be obeved, and 
that He will no longer suffer His Subjects to violate the conditions of. the 


‘Treaty which Ile has solemnly entered into with this Government for the 
abolition of this detestable traffick. | 


(Signed) | LONDONDERRY. 
G. W. Chad, Eso. 
&e. Se Se. 
SO No. 8. 


G.W. Chad, Esq. to The Margiess of Londonderry.—(Received August 9.) . 


My Lorp, The Hague, August 6, 1822. 


IN obedience to the instructions contained in Your Lordship’s Despatch of 
the 25th ultimo, I addressed a Note to The Baron de Nagell, of which I have 


- the honour hcrewith to transmit a copy. 


I have, &e. | 
The \farquess of Londonderry, K. G. (Signed)  G.W. CHAD. 
&e. ve. Se. 


—_—. 
(Inclosure in No. 8.) 


G. WV. Chad, Esq. to The Baron de Nagelt. 


The Hague, August 4, 1822, 
TT is with great regret that the Undersigned, &c. is compelled, in obedi- 


ence to the orders of his Court, to call the attention of the Government of 


the Netherlands to a subject which has already been the cause of many painful 


-representations.—Confident hopes were entertained that the instructions 


issued to the Dutch Colonial Magistrates would have prevented any further 


evasions of the Treaty of May 4th 1818. 


Be ee mae 
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These hopes, however, have proved unfounded. The British Commissary 
J udge at Surinam has reported to his Government, various instances in which 
tlie late Governor of that Colony, and his Successor, have refused their assist- 
ance tor the attainment of the humane object of that Treaty, and the Docu- 
rents in support of this statement exhibit sufficient proof of the justness of 

t xe complaint. 

It appears that the Commissary Judge deemed. it expedient to offer a reward 
4.97 such information as should lead to the detection of British subjects en- 
«aged in the Slave Trade. The late Governor, Mr. Vaillant, and his Successor 
Teir. de Veer, refused to permit this advertisement to appear in the newspapers, 
zand thus prevented it’s publication. 

A similar prohibition was extended to a Despatch of Baron Portal of the 
4 7th July 1821, to which it was essential to the interests of the Abulition that 
blicity should be given. 

‘Lhe correspondence which has taken place between the Commissary Judge 
awed the Governor, far from betraying any marks of irritation, affords proof 
¢ 23222 general good understanding existed between these Persons. 

72‘le conduct of the Governor, theretore, cannot be ascribed to personal 

Jz. 5 cility,—it can only be attributed to a desire to evade the object of the 
re7y-e2aty.—Lhis disposition seems not confined to the operations ui the interior of 

th1< Colony : : 

“4 he Thetis, brig of war, belonging to Surinam, has permitted vessels laden 
witia Slaves to approach the mouths of the rivers without opposition; nay, 


| 


thee Gvmet, trigate,and the Swallow, brig, both commissioned under the Treaty - 


fuse t £2e prevention of the Slave Trade, have betrayed equal supineness. | 

“Tia< Naval Commanders may, however, be free from reproach, for it appears 
ine t Bact Baron de Nagell’s Note of the 9th November 1820, that in the Dutch 
(ole> aa aes these Officers are subject to the Colonial Authorities. 

‘T'in< Undersigned is further directed to represent to the Netherland 
Gov«= 2 ment, that, notwithstanding the repeated remonstrances of the Com- 
miss za s-cy Judge, and of his late Colleague, the Mixed Court is still at this 
moire c= x at without any Process by which it can act. : 

Tia< Enelish forms of practice which, in obedience to the instructions of 
the IN zarquess of Londonderry, were recommended for adoption, have been 
rice te=cl, anda Note of the 17th April last from the Governor, Mr. Vaitlant, 
siesw ss that, up to that date, notling had been done towards the substitution 
of ara y = other. 

Lastly, no Successor has as yet been. appointed in the place of the late 
Dutctksx Commissary Judge, Mf. Chagnion, who died in November 1820. 

Tiae Undersigued has received the commands of 'The King, his Master, to 
stat]@ these circumstances, withont loss of time, to the Court of the Nether- 
lands, and to urge the Netherlands Government, in the strongest manner, to 

6dveee that these Forms of practice which have bcen accepted and are used by 
the €° onimissioners of Spain and Portugal, be adopted in the Sitxed Court at 

Surtriam, and that cordial assistance be given by the Civil aud Afilitary Au- 

thor a ties for the complete execution of the Treaty. 

Ilis Majesty sees with pain and regret that the indierence of the Dutch 
Cole iaial Authorities, their neglect of the stipulations of that Freaty, and 
their cUsrecard of the Orders already given by the Netherlands Government, 
wil tend to perpetuate and extend the abominable Praifick ia Slaves. 

FAIS Majesty relics, however, with confidence on the justice and humanity 
of Thic Kang of the Netherlandls,—is convinced of the sincerity of Elis wishes 
for the extinction of this detestable .trade,—and trusts that fie will uo longer 
whey the exceution of Lis own Command , and the conditions of a solemn 
. Trea ty-, to be evaded with inpenity. 

The Undersigned, &e. 
= (Sigeed) G. W. CIIAD. 
ARC Roaran de Nuzell, 
Yo. We. oe. 
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No. Q. 
Joseph Planta, jun. Esq. to G. W. Chad, Esq. 


Foreign Office, August 21, 1822. 


MR. PLANTA presents his compliments to Mr. Chad, and, in reference 
‘to Lord Londonderry’s Despatch of the 29th of July last, is directed to 
-acquaint hii that, by a Despatch just received from His Majesty’s Commis- 
sary Judge at Surinam, under date of the 4th of June last, it appears that 
Mr. Lammens has been appointed Commissary Judge of the Mixed Court at 
Surinam by The King of the Netherlands, oa that Mr. Lammens has since 
any taken the Oath prescribed by the Treaty of the 4th of May 1818, for 


‘Suc appointment. 


No. 10. 


Earl Bathurst to G. W. Chad, Esq. (and to Sir Charles Stuart, and Strat- 
Jord Canning, Lionel Hervey, and E. M. Ward, Esqrs.) 


(Circular.) Foreign Office, September 6, 1822. 


AN humble Address having been presented by the House of Commons te 
Tis Majesty, pursuant to a Resolution of the House, dated the 27th of June 
last, upon the subject of the Trathck in Slaves, in which Address allusion is 
made, particularly, to the existing State of the Negociations between this 
Country and Foreign Powers, upon this important and interesting matter; I 
have the honour to forward to you herewith a copy of the Address for your 
information ; and I have to direct your especial attention to the purport 
of it, in any communication which you may have with the Ministers of 
the Court at which you reside, upon the subject of the Traflick in Slaves. 

: Iam, &c. 
Tis Majesty’s Ministers (Signed BATHURST. 
at The Hague, Washington, and Madrid, . 7 
Ambassador at Paris, and 


Chargé d Affaires at Lisbon. 


No. 1. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to The Earl of Clancarty, (and to E. AM. Ward, 
and Lionel Hervey, Esqrs,) 


(Circular.) Foreign Office, September 30, 1822. 


REFERRING you to the Circular Despatch of His Majesty’s Secretary 
cof State for Foreign Affairs, of the 22d of September 1820, upon the subject of 
‘that part of the Treaty (Convention) between Great Britain and .......... 
for preventing illegal Trathck in Slaves, which enacts, that ships of war may 
detain and bring in vessels suspected of illegal trattick, in the event only of 
their actually finding Slaves on board, and in reference also to the acquies- 
cence of the........... Government, as significd by you, in the proposi- 
sion which, by tlhe:Despatch above-mentioned, His Majesty’s Ministers were 
dnstructed to make upon this Point; | 


\ 
Cs 
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NETHERLANDS. Y f 


time ; and I have to instruct you to lose no time in sceing the......... .. 


espatch. a 
Je ull Powers for the purpose required wil] be transmitted to you without . 
delay: and The King doubts not that His ............ Majesty will . 
ro mptly issue the necessary authority to His Ministers to sign the Article 7 


— 
— em eee ee el ee ee eee ee 
S MS oe - Paar 


ae question, with the view of giying full effect to the assurances which His 

» 2 ++e-.-+ Majesty has already conveyed to The King upon this subject. . 

——s Iam, &c. , 3 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. Hy a 


-_ + 


so LMajesty’s Ambassador at the Hugue, . 
We Envoy at Madrid, and | me 
Chargé d Affaires at Lisbon. ; ' 


| (Inclosure in No.'11.) | 
Progeet of an Explanatory Article to the Treaty (Convention) between 4 
Lies Majesty and The King of............, concluded and signed at a 


a all - 
ee eee 
2 ee eee ea 


Gd ig autel: eld ado wl CUCia 5 ee AY Of act oaawe wets 181 . 7 
ARTICLE L. oo ae 
W E42_EREAS it is stated, in Article I. of “ Instructions intended for the | “a 
“Brataskh and......... .. Ships of war employed to prevent the illicit oo, te 3 


“Tra feck in Slaves,” that ships, on board of which no Slaves shall be found a 
intend «=e for purposes of tratfick, shall not be detained on any account or ee eae 
preemmecce= whatever; and whereas it has been found by experience that vessels sa . 
employ <= J in the illegal traffick, have put their Slaves momentarily on shore, a. 
inned a zm tely prior to their being visited by ships of war, and that such : 
vessels Iw zave thus found means to evade forfeiture, and have becn enabled to 
pusue + Emer unlawful course with impunity ; contrary to the true object and % 
spirit @f the Treaty, (Convention) above-mentioned. a 
The “ZEAigh Contracting Parties, therefore, feel it necessary to declare, and a 
it is khe=rreby declared by Them, that, if there shall be clear and undeniable a ee ae 
roof, te kaat a Slave or Slaves have been put on board a vessel for the purpose ae. ie 
of illegezall traffick, in the particular voyage on which the vessel shall be cap- | ri | 
tured, t Kaen, and on that account, according to the true intent and meaning of , ; | - 
the sti y> wa lations of the Treaty, (Conyention) such vessel is to be detained by ee | 
the crua i ers, and finally condemned by the Comunissioners. 

This E‘xplanatory Article shall have the same force and effect, as if it were | 
msettec = word for word in the said Treaty, (Convention) and shall be held to 
form part of the same. , t . 

In witness whereof the Undersigned, furnished with Full Powers to that | ; 4 | : 
efect from their respective Sovereigns, have hereunto signed their names and mz. | 
afixed. t bhieir Scals. | : 

Done at... .... Age LHe exsaUAy Ola ayearas an cg 1822) 

(Signed ) (Signed) 

(L. S.) (L. S.) 


No. 12. 
Mr. S$ €ecretary Canning to The Earl of Clancarty (and to E. M. Ward, and 
Lionel Hervey, Esqrs.) 
| (Circular. Foreign Office Sepiember 30, 1822. 
REFERRING you to the Circular Despatch of His Majesty’s Secretacy of 
D | 
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State for Foreign Afiairs, under date of the 22d of Febrnary 1822, in whiéh 
If was proposed that the Regulations for supplying the case of the death of’ 
one or more of the Commissioners under the Treaty (Convention) for prevent- 
ing illegal Tratlick in Slaves, should be extended to the case of the absence of 
the said Commissioners, on account of illness, or any other unavoidable cause;. 
I have to send to you the Prcjé of an Article to the effect stated ; and I am 
to convey to you The Kine’s commands, that you propose tothe...... Scare 
Minister, to take without delay the directiuns of {lis Sovercien, for the con- 
clusion and signature of the Article in question. 
Full Powers for this purpose will be transmitted to you without delay. 
_ Tan, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
His Majesty's Abani at The Hague, 
Minister at Madrid, and — . 
Chargé d Affaires at Lisbon. 


cml 


(Inclosure in No. 12.) 


Projet of an Additional Article to the serio (Convention) pitti [Ms 
Afajesty and the King of .. oe the ee of the illegal 
Lrafick in Slaves, sig ned itl ..sseve- .onthe...... day of...... 181 . 


" THE High Contracting Parties hereby agree that, in the event of the ab- 
sence, on accoutit of illness, or of any other inavoidable cause, of one or more 
of fhe Commissioners, Judges and Arbitrators, under the above-mentioned 
Treaty, (Convention) or in “the case of their absence in consequence of leave 
from their Government, duly notified to the Board of Commission, sitting 
under the said Treaty, (Convention) their Posts shall be supplied tin the 
same manner in which, by the Article... . of the “ Regulations for the Mixed 
Commissions,” those vacancies in the Canimnasoa arc to be supplied, which 
may occur by the death of one or more of the Commissioners aforesaid. 

This Articie shall have the same force and effect as if it had been inserted 
word for word in the above-mentioned Treaty, (Convention) ‘and shall be held 
to form part of the same. 

In witness whereof, the undersigned, daly furnished with Full Powers ee 
their respective Sovereigns, have signed the present additional Article, and 
have affixed thereunto the Scal of their Arms. 


Signed). a (Signed) 
(L. 8.) | : (L. 8.) 
No. 13. 
Mr. Secretar, Y Cunning to The Earl of Clancarly. 
My. Lorp, Foreign Office, October 4, 1822. 


YOUR Excellency is saterieed by my Despatch of 30th September to 
proceed to the signature of an Article, extending to vessels which shall be 
proved to have had Slaves on board, the penalties “ot capture and condemna- 
tion, hitherto applicable to those only, on board of which Slaves should be ac 
tually found at the moment of visiting them. 

As this extension has .been already agreed. to by the. Government of His 
Netherlands Majesty, I haye not thought it advisable to risk the retraction of 
their consent, by opening a new proposition, until the signature of the Article 
prepared for giving effect to it shall have been obtained. But as soon as that 
object is accomplished, Your Excellency will, in discoursing with the Nether- 
lands Minister upon the effects of the Article, and the mode of carrying jt into 
execution, observe that, in the absence of other evidence, the fittimg-up of a 
vessel evidently for the purposes of the Slave Trade, must be held to shew so 
plainly the intention of her voyage, as to be received in proof: of the fact 
against the interested testimony of the Navigators. . | : 


+ — > 
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It is indeed quite impossible to imagine any pretext for those arrange- 
ments on board a ship, which are calculated for the reception of a living 
cargo, except the purpose for which they are really destined; and it 
would ‘be quite mockery to pretend that the purpose so manifested dif- 
fers in any degree, in guilt, from the total or partial execution of it,— 
however, under the Convention, as it originally stood, the actual presence of 
the miserable victims was held to be necessary to substantiate the charge of 
trading in them. If there be (as the admission of the extended Article gives 
His Majesty reason to hope) a sincere desire on the part of the Netherlands 
Government to execute this Eugagement fairly, there cannot be a hesitation 
on the part of the Minister appointed to sign this Article with Your Exccl- 
lency, to admit, and, if thought necessary, to record, the supplemental Pro- 
Vision, that the fitting up of the ship (which may be described in as precise 
terms as the Netherlands Minister requircs) shall be held to be primd facie 
evidence of the nature of the cargo. The burthen of the proof to the con- 
trary must rest with the Captain of the vessel, who will have to shew, to the 
satisfaction of the Captors, to what other purpose such fitting-up can be appli- 
cable. I inclose a draft of a Proviso, which may be added to the clause, 
and which Your Excellency’s Full Power, will equally enable you to sign.—If the 
Wetherlands Minister should prefer its being added to the Treaty in the distinct 
shape of a separate Article, Your Excelleacy is equally authorized to sign it 
3m that form ; or if any suggestions are oifered) for avoiding the possibility of 
e7Tror, as to the illegal purpose of a voyage, you will profess your readiness 
to refer them for the consideration of your Government, in the confidence 
that the real and bond fide intention of the Netherlands Government is to 
gzivwve validity and cffect to eee of illict Siave Trade. 
am, &e. 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


Paes Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, G.C.B. 
&e. &e. Cs 


(Inelosure an No. 13.) 
Draft of Proviso. 

Kt 'T being well understood, that, in the absence of oral or documentary evi- 
de x ce, the fitting-up of the vessel with........ (#Zere insert the description,) 
ska av be considered as primd facie proof of the nature of the cargo, and shall 
werx efer the said vessel hable to capture and condemnation. 


WVote.—A Despatch inclosing a Draft of this Proviso, was also addressed on 
the same day to E. M. Ward, and ‘Lionel ervey, Esqrs. 


No. 14. 


UTS. Secretary Canning to The Earl of Clancarty (and to E. M. Fard, and 
| | Lionel Flervey, Esqrs.) 
(Circular.) Foreign Office, November 1, 1822. 
“EEN reference to-my Despatch of ihe 4th of October, I furnish yon 
With a Memorandum respecting the frdug-up of a vessel intended for 
trading in Slaves. You will insert ‘tie substance of this Paper in the 
2~oviso inclosed in my Despatch above-mentioned. | 
Iam, &c. 
| (Sig:ied) GEORGE CANNING 
FIs Majesty's Ambassador at the Hague, | | 
Minister at Madrid, and 
Cheargé dl Affurres at Lisbon: 


-_- -— -— 


ee a — - 


Se ee ee em i a a ee ee a a el a nae le et aie a 


we 2 we 


— - a 


| 


12 NETHERLANDS. 


(Inclosure in No. 14.) | 7 
MEMORANDUM respecting the fitting-up of Slave-Fessels. 


ANY vessel, subject to examination under the Treaties, being found hover- 
ing or sailing near to the West Cuast of Africa, between the 20th degree 
of North Latitude and the Equator, or at anchor in any of the rivers 
or bays of the said Coast, having on board an unreasonable quantity of 
water In casks or tanks, more than necessary for the consumption of her 
crew as a Merchant-vessel ; or any such vessel having on board an unreasou- 
able number of water-casks, or other vessels for holding water, unless 
the Commander produce a Certificate from the Custom-House of the Place 
from which he cleared outwards, stating that a sufficient bond had been 
given by the Owners of such vessel to guarantee that such cxtra quantity of 
casks should only be used for the reception of palm-oil; or any such vessel 
having on board a greater quantity of mess-tubs or kids than necessary for 
her crew as a Merchant-vessel; or any such vessel having on board two 
copper boilers, a small one for her crew, and a larger one, or one of mech larger 
size than requisite for the use of her crew as a Merchant-vessel ; or any such 
vessel having on board a quantity of rice or farinha (flour of the manioc 
of Brazil, or of the Cassada) or maize, or Indian corn, beyond any probable 
necessary provision for the crew, and such flour or maize not being en- 
tercd on the Manifest as part of the cargo for trade ; | | 

Or any such vessel having on board a number of bolts, shackles, or hand- 
cuffs ; or any such vessel having on board spare plank in the hold, fit for 
readily laying a second or moveable Slave-deck, or having more divisions or 
bulk-heads in the hold or on deck than necessary for trading-vessels ; or any 
such vessel having her hatches fitted as open gratings, instead of being 
close hatches, as usual in Merchant-vessels, (this last being one of the surest 
inarks of the intention to receive Slaves) ;—every such vessel is to be detained 
and sent into port for adjudication, and shall be convicted as a vessel em- 
ployed in the unlawtul Traffick of Slaves, unless the Master can adduce suffi- 
cient proof of the legality of his pursuits, to clearly and satisfactorily do away 
the impression excited by such of the foregoing causes of suspicion as apply 
to him. _ 2 


No. 15. 


»| 
The Earlof Clancarty to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received November 8.) 


(Extract.) Brussells, November 5, 1822. 


ALTHOUGH I left the Hague on Tuesday last, with the view of immedi- 
atcly embarking on board the Royal Yacht at Rotterdam for the removal of 
my family to Brussells, yet such was the adverse state of the winds, that we 
were unable to reach this Residence till yesterday morning, and the baggage- 
boats witb the archives of this Mission are not yet come up. 7 

On arriving here I found the Note, of which the inclosed is a copy. 

This I transmit without comment; because I am still unacquainted, other- 
wise than by the Note itself, of the Lures details of the complaints to 
which it professes to be an answer, and must so remain till the arrival of the 
Papers of this Embassy shall enable me to refer to the whole Correspondence. 

M. le Baron de Nagell called upon me, and asked ine whether I had re- 
ceived his Note. I told him I had, but that, uninformed of the. partieulars 
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til! the Records of the Embassy should arrive, I could pronounce no opinion 
Whether the matters therein stated would prove satisfactory to my Court :— 
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Of this I could, however, take it upon me to assure him, without fear of dis- 
@ vowal, that the last paragraph of his Note would afford sincere pleasure to oo | 
e King my Master, confirming as it did in the most oflicial form, the igs } 
‘ ' 


@S surance given to me, through the Minister of the Colonies, immediately 

y rior to my departure from the Flague in March last, of the strenuous and |  f 

z«alous co-operation of this Court with that of London, for the effectual oe ! 

> 2<ccution of the Treaty of the 4th of May 1818. a 
(Signed) CLANCARTY. | a a | 


he Right Hon. George Canning, 7 ae 
&e. &e. . &. . } 4 


= 


(Inclosure in No. 15.) = , a 


The Baron de Nagell to The Earl of Clancarty. | - = 
: el 


o- e | ere me 


Brucelles, le 28 Octobre, 1822. 


a A” ate tie a NBs yet! eee oF RS 


LA Note du 4 Aédut, rémise au Soussigné par M. le Ministre Plénipoten- - ea i 
traire de Sa Majesté Britannique, contenant des réprésentations sur ee : Be te 
mieére évasive dont le Traité du 4 Mai 1818, serait exécuté dansla Colonie  - _ 
Ge Surinam, a fixé particuligrement l’attention du Roi, et provoqué desuite 
les informations les plus approfondies. I] résulte de cette enquéte que les 
€cHaircissemens A donner aux rémonstrances de M. le Commissaire Britan- 

| 
, 
! 


— 
+ oe 
= 
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mzque a Surinam, sont de nature a tranquilliser pleinement Je Gouvernement 
Qe Sa Majesté Britannique. __ | : | 

E.a premiére plainte de M. le Commissaire Britannique 4 Surinam, porte 
sur le refus du ci-devant Gouverneur de cette Colonie, M. Vaillant, ct de son | Le 
Succcesseur, de faire inserer dans les papiers publics l’avertissement, ou pro- a u 
miesse de récompense, que ce Juge voulaity faire mettre peur encourager 
les dénonciations des sujets Anglais engagés dans le Trafic des Esclaves. 

1 ne scra pas difficile de justifier la legitimité de ce refus. Partout-ces 
sortes d’encouragement sont du ressort de laccusateur public. Cette seule 
considération aurait dd détourner un Juge d'une démarche pareille. | 

LJ intention de borner les enquétes ss poate 4 la conduite des sujets 
Anglais, pouvait faire croire a Yintention de s’attribuer sur seg compatriotcs. 
une sorte de jurisdiction incompatible avec ses fonctions. 

Les sujets Anglais, durant leur séjour sur le territoire des Pays-Bas, ne 
sOnt responsables et justiciables du fait de leurs transgressions des Lois - ba, oe 
et Ordonnances .du Royaume, que devant les Tribunaux é¢tablis sur ce ~ De ass 
Territoire. Les Tribunaux Mixtes, établis par exception, ne sauraient 

rendre connaissance que de la saisie des navires, suspects du trafic pro- 
axbé des Esclaves. Si M. Le Commissaire Britannique cut pu, a l'aide de ! 
l"avertissement dont il s’agit, se procurer des preuves contre un de ses compa- gee 
triotes établis 4 Surinam, il n’aurait pu en faire d’autre usage, que de pro- 
V@quer par le Ministére public la poursuite et le jngement de l'affaire devant 
la Cour de Police et de Justice Criminelle de la Colonie. Mais alors les 

agistrats et les Tribunaux se trouveraient soumis a une surveillance et 
une intervention étrangére pour le mainticn des Lois de |’Etat, et de cette 
MAaniére un ¢tranger, soit particulicr, soit reveta de quelque qualité, pourrait 
8@ permettre dans un état de provoquer la délation contre ses compatriotes, et | 
€ tendre, malgré elles, aux Autorités du Pays un main sécourable pour lac~ ; 7 2s 


€Omplissement des devoirs de Jeur charge. 
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ae _ ee | i 

Les principes de la Souveraincté Territoriale sont les méties partout, soit - 
dans la mere-patrie, soit dans les Coloutes; et, consequeniment, on ne 
saurait faire un sujet de reproche aux Autorités Coloniales du Royaome, 
lorsqu’elles ont décliné poliment une intervention etrangére qui leur paraissait 
une tentative de simmiscer dans leurs fonctions. | 

Un second chef de plainte, quia beaucoup de rappért’ avec le précédent, | 
est un refus du méme genre, concernant ia publication d’ude Circulaire fran- 
caise, dont le méme Juge Commissaire Anglais aurait volontiers va’ linser- 
tion dans les Gazettes de Surinam. 

1 n’est pas aisé de concevoir, en lisant cette piéce, qui a été transmise au 
Département des Colonies, comment la publication dune dépéche d'un Mi- 
nistre Etranger, concues en terines aussi vagues, aurait pa étre récllement de 
quelque importance. | | — 

' Le ci-devant Gouverneur Vaillant, en porta un jugement tout différent. 
Il la jugé si insignificante qu'il ne crut pas devoir adopter lidée du Juge 
ommissaire Anglais; qui, au reste, n’avait pas obtenu la connaissance de 
-c§te.piéce par ses propres relations a la Cayenne, mais par une communication 
opligcante du ci-devant Gouverneur, Vatdlant, méme. 

“""" Cette circonstance implique, 4 ce qu'il parait, que la bonne intelligence 
‘reenait entre M. le Commissaire Anglais, et le ci-devant Gouverneur, Vail-_ 
fant, et fait regretter Pinsinuation, qu'il aurait eu le désir d’éluder l’exécution 

du Traité du 4 Mai 1818. _ . , 

- Une troisiéme plainte parait dune naturé plus grave. On prétend que des 

batimens Neégriers, se sont approchés et arrét¢és dans le voisinage de la Colonie, 

au point que:la Cométe, ¢Hirundelle, ou fa corvette Coloniale Thétis, 

auraicnt pu s’en emparer conformément au Traité. _ 

: Les informations transmises au Département des Colonies font révoquer 

en doute l’exactitude de cette assertion ; ct il suffira de se tixet aux dates pour 

disculper les Commandans de ces vaisseaux. an 

_ Lrarrété du Roi du 16 Avril 1821, qui interdit Pabord dés Négriers frangais 

4 la Colonie de Surinam, -n’y a pu étre mis a exécution qu’au mois de Juillet 

suivant. Or, précisément a cette époque le Gouverneur avait ex peédié la Thotis 
pour les Pays-Bas.; le 28 de ce méme mois elle était arrivée au Texel, et -depuis 

elle a été vendue. Le nom de la 7hétis rappelfe te souvenir, que ce dbatiment 
‘était un Négrier Espagnol, nommé Valverde, poursuivi vt capturé dans les 

eaux de Surinam. . |; 

La Cométe avait dés le mois de Fevrier ou Mars 1821, 'cessé ‘d’sppartenir & 
Ja station des Indes Occidentales. | 
La nomination du Sieur .4. F. Lammens, comine Jute “pour ‘les Pays-Bas 

pres la Cour Mixte 4 Surinam, fait tomber une quatriénie ‘plainte, ‘non seule- 
ment qt’on a recu la nouvelle de son installation, mars je Sieur Leanemeres en 
réprenant la tache que le Sieur Chagnion, son ’Prédécésseur, avait laissée 

incomplette, a deja rédigé un mode de procédure qui ‘forme actuellement le 

‘* sujet d’une correspondance entre les Départemens de ‘la Uustiee et des Co- 

‘ lonies, et sur lequel le Roi sera en état de prendre dans pew une décision. 
'. Aprés avoir repondu en détail aux plaintes de M. ‘le Ministre-Plénipoten- 
tiaire de Sa Majesté Britannique, il reste au Soussigné une tache'a remplir-qui 
lui est infiniment agréable, celle de lut faire observer que les intentions: de Son 
Auguste Maitre repondent parfaitement a célles de'Sa Majesté le Roi de la 
Grande Bretagne, que l’exécution du Traité du'4 Mai 1818, est constamment 

-'Pobjet de ses soins, et que les Autorités Coloniales, corinaissant la 'volonté pré- 
cise de leur Souverain, ne sauraient se rclacher des devoirs-qu’ils ont & remphir. 

Le Soussigné saisit,’ &e. 


(Signé) A. W. C. DE’ NAGELL. 


Son Excellence M. de Comte de Clancarty, 
&e. &e. §e. 
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(Inclosure in No.15.) 
The Baron de Nagell to The Earl of Clancarty. 


(Translation. ) Brussells, October 28, 1822. 


THE-Note transmitted to the Undersigned on the 4th of August, by Elis 
MBritannick Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary, containing remonstrances as 
st the evasive manner in which the Treaty of the 4th of May 1818, was. 
=xecuted in the Colony of Surinam, has engaged the particular attention of 
“Khe King, and consequently occasioned the most ‘thorough investigation. 
Ae result ot this inquiry has’ been to afford ‘such explanations to the remon- | 
«strances of the British Commissioner at Surinam, ‘as fully to satisfy the Ss 
Government of, His Britannick Majesty. a e ieee 
The. nb complaint, of the British Commissicner at Surinam, is directed oy 
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ye refysal of the forinet Governor of that Colony, Ar. Vaillatit,:and. —— 
af, his Successor, to order the insertion’ in the publick’ papers of an advertise-, ae ee 
sept, or promise.of reward, whic ‘this Judge was desirous of having published, ae 
pcouragineg denuyciations a ‘ainst ritish subjects engaged in the Slave Trade, { 
It is not difficult, to prove the rig t of that! refusal. “Bhis sortof encourage- | 
zmept always emanates from the publick’ dcchset;"' this consideration alone, | 
" <pught to make i ge avoid such “a measute. '!'! +" «>> ; : 
- The intention. of confining the inquiries to the conduct only of British 
Subjects, would give rise to a Supposition that he wishicd t6 assume @ kindi‘o | 
3urisdiction yer his countrynien, incolnpatibld with-bis duties:: -. > f6-) 
British subjects, during their résidente' in the ‘NetKerfands, are only re- 
Spansible and enable,” or thelr transkresston's against the Laws and: Ordi- 
¥aances of the King om, hefore’ the’ Tribufnals ‘established in thatCountry. 
7K'i.c Mixed Tribunals, established Yor patridila¥: cased, can bniy-take edgnt- 
zance of the seizure of Vesséls suspected" bf tarry inte on ‘the iicib ‘Frade: in 
pega se ake he ect arabe it eet inl ie eri ei 
An question, adduce proofs te ohe of His counttythen bettledint-Suritam, 
"at could have 1ad no other etrett’ than to have! had: thee tatter tried enad-ad- 
judged before the crimina Court of Justicd ‘arid Potiet ‘ofthe Colony, through 
the’ means of the publick Agent.” Bit in this édve the pe aed and: the 
“Eribynals would become Subjected): ‘in’ the ‘cxecution of ‘the Laws: of thp 
Country, to foreign surveid/anée'and inftffereneé'y and thas a foreigner, 
either in a private station, or ‘invested with’ sdtiie’ official chatacten, weuJd:be 
enabled, in any State, to. procure ah ‘atcusatidti against! his‘ countrymen, and 
to stretch out to the Authoritics of the Coutitry, in'spite of: themselves, a | 
helping hand for the performanice of the duties of their office, : 
The principles of Territorial Sovercignty are the ‘sathe every where, both in 
the mother Country and in the Colonies, ‘and consequently ‘the Colonial 
‘Authorities of the Kingdom cannot be blamed, because they have politely 
declined a foreign interference, which appeared to them like an attenipt'to 
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intermeddle with their functions. er it 
A second subject of complaint, which is nearly connccted with the pre- aoe 
ceding, is a refusal of the same nature, respecting the publication of a French foo oh 


Circular, which the same English Commissary Judge was desirous’ should 
be inserted in the Surinam newspapers. _ 

It is not casy to conceive, on reading this statement, which has been trans- 
mitted to the Colonial Department, how any importance could in reality be- 
. dong to. the publication.of the Despatch of a foreign Minister, couched in 
- such vague terms, | ee a ee 

"The previous Governor, Vail/ant, came to a very different decision. He 
declared it of so little consequence, that he did :not think it worth while 
adopting the opinion of the British Commissary Judge; who; in fact, had 


e 
we 


Ns Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, 
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received no account of this affair from his own Correspondents at Cuyenne, 
but through the obliging communication of the previous Governor, V’acdlant. 

This circumstance, as it appears, implies that a good understanding sub- 
sisted between the British Commissioner and the previous Governor, Vaillant, 
and gives one reason to regret the imputation, that he wished to avoid the ex- 
ecution of the Treaty of the 4th May 1818. Z . 

The third complaint seems to be of a more serious cast. It 1s stated that, 
some Slave-vessels have approached and anchored in the roads of the Colony, 
at a Place where the Comet, the Swad/ow and the Colonial corvette Thetis, 
might have captured them according to the terms of the Treaty. __ 

The information transmitted to the Colonial Department leaves a doubt as 
to the correctness of this statement, and it is only necessary to refer to dates 
to exculpate the Commanders of these vessels. 

The King’s Decree of the 16th of April 1821, prohibiting French Slave- 
ships from approaching the Colony of Surinam, could not be carried into 
effect before the month of July following; and, at that precise time, the 
Governor had ordered the Thetzs to the Netherlands. On the 28th 
of that month she arrived in the Texel, and she has since been sold. The 
name Zhetis brings to one’s recollection that this vessel was a Spanish Slave- 
ship?named Valverde, chased and captured in the Roads of Surinam. 

he Comet, since the month of February or March 1821, had ceased to 
belong to the West India station. | 

The appointment of the Sieur 4. F. Lammens as the Judge for the Mixed 
Commission at Surinam, on the part of the Netherlands, puts an end to the 
fourth complaint. Not only has i ee been received of M. de Lammens having 
entered on the business of his office, but in undertaking the duties which the 
Sieur Chagnion, his Predecessor, bad left untinished; he had already digested a 
Mode of Procedure which at present forms the subject of a correspondence 
between the Departments of Justice and of Colonies,—and upon which The 
King will shortly be enabled to decide. | 

Having given a detailed answer to the complaints of the Minister a oe 
tentiary of His -Britannick Majesty, it only remains for the Undersigned to 
discharge the infinitely agreeable duty of observing to him, that the wishes of 
His August Master are entirely conformable to those of His Majesty The 


King of Great Britain, for the execution of the Treaty of the 4th of May 


1818, which is the constant object of His solicitude,—and that the Autho- 
ritics of the Colony, well knowing the precise intentions of their Sovereign, 
cannot deviate from the line of duty which is prescribed to them. 
‘The Undersigned avails himself, &c. 
(Signed) A. W. C. DE NAGELL. 


&e. &e. &e. 


No. 16. 


The Earl of Ciancarty to Mr. Seeretary Canning. — (Received : 
= | November 11.) 


(Extract.) Brussells, November 8, 1822. 
I HAVE waited on M. le Baron de Nagell, and, endeavouring to remind 


him of our former conversations in 1820, have urged him to apply imme- 


diately to The King for the requisite authority to sign an additional Article, 


 aceording to the instruction I have received from you, dated the 30th Sép~ 


tember. 


Jb/ 
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‘ He told me.that after such a lapse of time he could ‘scarcely be expected 
to remember what had passed at the period referred to ; stated he would refer 
to the communication he had then made to The King, and expressed his 
acadiness tu re-urge His Majesty upon the subject ; and recommended me to 
address a Note-to him, containing in detail the evil to be guarded against, as 
requiring remedy by the signature of an additional Article, and that he would 
Jose no time in-laying the same before The King. | | : 
I have therefore this morning addressed to His Exeellency a Note, of which 

I have now the honour to inclose a copy, and which I hope will meet with 
your approbation. . 2 | , 
| (Signed) CLANCARTY. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 


&e. &§e. Se. 


(Inclosure in No. 16.) 


The Earl of Clancearty to The Baron de Nagell. 


- : Brussells, November 8, 1822. . 


"THE Undersigned, &c. has the honour to recall to the recollection of M. le 
7Baron de Nagell, the subject of two conferences held with His Excellency so 
@ar back as the 12th and 13th October 1820. j . 6 2 
- ' In obedience to the instructions he had then recently received, the Un- 
-dersigned endeavoured to press upon this Government the necessity of a joint 
-explanatory Declaration, or additional Article, to the Treaty of the 4th of 
May 1818, and the issue of instructions thereon, in opposition to a gross 
fraud, by which it was attempted, by the Slave-traders upon the Coast of 
Africa, in setting up the precise letter, to defeat the obvious meaning and 
-Spirit of the said Treaty... 

By the fifth Article, no British or Netherlands cruizcr is permitted to detain 
any ship whatever, not having Slaves actwally on board. 

The case upon which the Undersigned was then instructed to apply, was _ 
that of a vessel actually concerned in the trafiick, and which had already 
-received one Slave on board at the time she was found and perceived by the 
ship of war pursuing her. She, however, in this extremity, contrived to get 
the Slave into a boat alongside, before the ship of war boarded her: at this 
moment, and before the boat could reach the shore, the vessel, the boat, and 
-the Slave, ‘were detained and brought into Sierra Leone. 
- . The circumstances above-mentioned being proved, a difference of opinion 
-took.place between the Members of the Commission before whom the cause 
was brought, whether the capture was legal or not, according to the terms of 
the Treaty above recited. The matter was then referred by fot to one of the 
Arbitrators appointed in such cases; and the Arbitrator on whom the lot fell, 
adjudged that the vessel was illegally detained, ordered her liberation, and 
subjected the Capturing Party to the costs of detention. | 
_. The Undersigned was expressly informed by his instruction, that no impu- 
tation was intended to be thrown upon the Arbitrator for this decision ; neither 
was it wished to invalidate it, in the instance above detailed: but it being 
evident that the decision was in opposition to the design of the Treaty, he was 
instructed to press the matter upon the early attention of The King of the 
Netherlands, and to urge His Majesty to enter into a joint Declaration, or 
additional Article, to prevent the effect ofa precedent of the nature established 
by the decision, by which a gross fraud against the spirit of the Treaty 
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was set up, as founded upon its precise letter, to the manifest defeat ‘of the 
objects contemplated by the High Contracting Parties. . 

The Undersigned, in the said conferences had the honour of urging to His 
Exeeilency, that this would be the obvious consequence on the Afriean Coast, 
of leaving the matter without any counteracting measure upon the decision of 


the Arbitratot alrcady cited : because the vessels there concerned in the Slave — 


‘Trade keep close along shore, and jand or lower into boats, or. even force to 
_ swim ashore the Slaves whom they have illegally taken on board, upon the 
appearance of the capturing ship; by which means, under thie decision, the 
real object of the Treaty is effectually evaded. | 

M. le Baron de Nagell appeared at the time to be impressed with the rea- 
sonableness of the proposal, and with the necessity of adopting some imme- 
diate counteracting measure, undcrtaking at the first of these conferences, 
and giving the Underigacd to understand at the second, that he had actually 
laid the matter before The King, his Master, for His Majesty’s decision 
thereon. No further answer appears to have been thenceforward made: vari- 
ous circumstances subsequently occurred, which sufficiently account for this 
silence. 

The Undersigned has, however, now received pressing instructions to renew 
this subject without loss of time, and to propose that the evil should be met 
by an additional Article to the Treaty ot 4th May 1818; and to urge M. le 
Baron de Nagell. to take the orders of The King, his Master, with a view to 
the early issue hy His Majesty’s Government of the necessary authority to 


His Minister, to sign such Article as shall be mutually agreed upon, for the - 


arpose of giving full effeet to the real object and spirit of the origiaal 

reaty. ee tee 

The Undersigned cannot omit this, the first opportunity of thanking M. le 
Baron de Nagell for the concluding paragraph of his Note of the 28th ult., 


addressed to Mr. Chad, the confirmatory assurance conveyed in which he is. 


convinced will afford sincere pleasure to the Government of The King, his 
Master. 2 & 
= He avails himself, &e. | ; 
| {Signed) CLANCARTY. 
His Excellency The Baron de Nagelt, 
| C. 


&c. &ec. 


No. 17. 
The Earl of Clancarty to Mr. Secretary Canning —( Received November 15.) 


| (Extract.) | Brussetis, November 12, 1822. 


I HAD the honour yesterday morning of receiving your Despatch of 
the 1st instant, with its Inclosure, specifically describing the manner of fitting 
up a vessel 30 ‘as to indicate her being intended for Stave Traffick. | 

Tis description completes the instruction conveyed by your Despatch of 
the 4th ultimo, under which it will be my duty to endeavour to obtain the 
consent of this Government to the signature of a Proviso, or additional Article, 
rendering vessels falling within the description referred to (if possible to be 
obtained), subject to condemnation, unless those interested in them shall be 
enabled, by positive proof, to rebut the inference arising from such primd 


facie evidence. | 7 
| (Signed) CLANCARTY. 
The Right Hon George Canning, — ; a 
&e. 


ge. &e. 
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_ No. 18. 
Lhe Earl of Clancarty to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received November 22.) 


(Extract.) Brussells, November 19, 1822. 


I HAVE great satisfaction in being now enabled to transmit to you, offi-.. 
-«ially, the consent of this Government to the principle of an explanatory or 
=aadditional Article to the Slave Trade Treaty, by which vessels engaged in that 
-t raffick, and endeavouring to evade the provisions of the stipulations now ex- 
-2 sting, by. momentarjly unshipping their Slaves, so that none may be found 
-zactually on board at the time of capture, will, nevertheless, be subject to con- 
-aJemnation, upon proof thereof. 

This cousent you will find in the copy of M. le Baron de Nagell’s’ Note 
Berewith transmitted, which, though dated yesterday, has only this moment 
areached me ;—happily, however, in sufficient time to be announced to His © 
Majesty’s Government by the present courier. 

The Right Hon. George —" | (Signed) CLANCARTY. 
5c. 


C. &c. 


{Inclosure in No. 18.) 
Vhe Baron de Nagell to The Earl of Clancarty. 


Bruselles, le 18 Novembre 1822. 


LE Soussigné, Ministre des Affaires Etcangeres, s’est empressé de demander 
Jes Ordres du Roi au sujet de la Note que Son Excellence M. Le Comte de 
Clancarty, &c. lui a fait Phonneur de lui envoyer Je 8 de ce mois, pour lui rap- 
peller une propasition verbale sur la nécessité de prevenir, par un arrange- 
xnent mutuel entre les deux Cours, que les Capitaines des Navires employes & 
da Traite des Négres, ne parviennent 4 éluder les dispositions du Traité dy 
4 Mai 1818, contre le Trafic des Esclaves, par la seule circonstance qu’ étant 

ursuivis par quelque vaisseau muni des instructions réquises, ils descendent 
tes Esclaves dans les chaloupes pour les transporter a terre. “e 

Le Soussigné a la satisfaction d’informer Son Excellence M. le Comte de 
Clancarty, que Le Roi est trés disposé 4 s’entendre 4 cet égard avec S. M. Le 
Roi de la Grande Brétagne, et qu’a cette fn il Ini a plu d’autoriser le Sonssigné 

a entrer en conférence avec S. E. a leffet de convenir ensemble de la rédaction 
d'un acte, au moyen du quel il serait mis gbstacle a de pratiques pareilles. 

Le Soussigné saisit cette occasion pour rappeller 4S. E. que Je 7 Mai dernier 
ila prevenu M. Chad, &c. qu'il se trouvait muni du consentement de Son 
Auguste Maitre pour nécocier et signer avec M. l’Ambassadeur une Décla- 
ration spéciale, tendant 4 pouryoir aux vacances temporaircs éventuelles dans 
les Cours de Justice Mixtes pour la repression de la Traite des Négres. 

En conséquence de la présente communication, le Soussigné prie S. EB. M. 
{Ambassadeur et de lui indiquer Ie jour ct heure qu'il lui conviendrait de 
conférer avec lui sur les objets précités, et lui renouvelle en méme tems I’as- 
surance se sa haute consideration. ‘- i 

(Signé) - A. W. C. DE NAGELL. 
Son Hacellence Le Comte de Clancarty, 
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| (istinie: in No. 18.) | 
The Baron de Nagell to The Earl of canes | | 
eae | ((Translation.) = 7 - - 
| Brussels, Nescaihte 18, 1822. 


THE Undersigned, &c. hastened to receive the Orders of The King on the 
subject of ‘tthe Note which His Excellency The Earl of Clancarty did bing the 
honour to send to him the 8th of this month, ‘to remind him of a verbal pro- 
posal upon the necessity of preventing, by a joint arrangement between the 
two Courts, Captains of vessels employed in the Slave Trade evading the sti- 
pulations of the Treaty of the 4th of May 1818, against the Traffick in Slaves, 
by the circumstance that, when pursued by a ship provided with the requisite 
instructions, they lower the Slaves into the boats for the purpose of sending 
them ashore. | fd 
The Undersigned has the satisfaction of informing His Excellency The Earl 
of Clancarty, that The King is quite ready to act in concert upon this subject 
with His Majesty The King of Great Britain; and that with this view He 
has been pleased to authorize the Undersigued to confer with His Excellency 
in order that they may agrec together in the drawing out of an Act, by means 
of which a stop should be put to such practices. | a 
The Undersigned avails himself of this‘opportunity to recall to His Excel- 
lency’s recollection, that on the 7th of May last he acquainted Mr. Chad, &c. 
that he was authorized by his August Master to negotiate and sign with the 
Ambassador, a special Declaration which should provide for the temporary 
_vacancies that might occur in the Mixed Courts of Justice appointed for the 
repression of the Slave Trade. = ==. | en: . a 
-' {m consequence’ of the present communication the Undersigned requests 
“His Excellency the Ambassador, to appoint the day‘and hour that may be 
“convenient to him, to confer with him upon the above-mentioned objects ; and 
ténews to him at the same time the assurance of his high consideration. 
7 | _ (Signed)  A.W.C. DE NAGELL. 
Ets Excellency The Earl of Clancarty,- : : 


&e. &c. 


. 


= No. 19. | 


~ The’ Earl of Clancarty to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received 
2s : _  «' Movember 26.) 7 
Swe ade - -Brussells, November 22, 1822. 


I HAD yesterday my first conference with M. Je Baron de Nagell upon 
.the two additional Articles to the Treaty of the 4th of May 1818 ; the prin- 
ciples of which bave been already assentedto by this Court, © .  , 

At this conference I merely delivered to him, for his consideration, the two 
Drafts conveyed in your Despatches of this year, -proposing, at the same time, 
that these should be adopted as the form of the Aeacies | 


NETHERLANDS. | 


These he carefully read over, and having stated to me the necessity he was 
under of having them translated into the French Janguage, and submitted to 
the Minister of Justice, (who was joined with His Excellency in the Full 
Powers under which the original Treaty was negociated,) before he could 
give any answer upon them,—we separated. 


I have the honour to be, &c. _ | 
ee 8 (Signed) _ CLANCARTY. 
The Right Hon. George Canning. | ea 

&e.. &e. &e. 


No. 20. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to The Earl of Clancarty. 


"My Lorp, ' Forcign Office, November 26, 1822. 


- I HAVE-the honour to transmit to Your Excellency the copy of a Des- 
spatch, dated the 20th of September, trom His Majesty’s Commissary Judge 
- -at Surinam, giving an account of the escape of Charles Beverley, a British 

~subject, who had been imprisoned on a charge of smuggling Slaves into that 
“Colony, and was also strongly suspected of -having been actively and exten- 
sively employed in the illegal Trafhck in Slaves,—the particulars whereof are 
fully aciatled: in Mr. Lefroy’s: tormer Despatches, copies of which have been 
forwarded to Your Excellency. 

* It is with much regret that I have to call Your Excellency’s attention to the 
-statements in Mr. Lefroy’s Despatch, of the continuance of that supineness, 

so frequently complained of, in the Dutch Authorities at Surinam, to give tull 
and entire effect to the provisions of the Treaty for preventing illegal Traffick 
an Slaves; and thereby setting at naught the positive orders which (as His 
Majesty’s Government have repeatedly been given to understand) have been 
sent to those Officers by the Government of The King of the Netherlands. 
Mr. Lefroy, in his letter, suggests that the introduction into the Colony of 

‘Surinam of a Registry of Slaves, similar to that established and enforced 
an the British Colonies, would be most effectual in tending to check these 
gross infringements of the Netherlands Colonial Law. I am, thcrefore, to, sig- 
nify [fis Majesty’s commands to Your Excellency, ‘that, in bringing these cir- 
‘cumstances to the notice of the. Dutch Ministers, you will take an opportunity 
of suggesting to them, the great advantages which would accrue towards car- 
rying into complete effect the object of the Treaty of the 4th of May 18/8, 
ifsuch a Slave Registry wete introduced into, and enforced in the Dutch West 
India Colonies. | | ) 
| wm, jak oe I aim, &e. ° 
ete + (Signed) - | GECRGE CANNING. 
this Lexcellency The Earl of Clancarty, GC. B. - 


ree 
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| YQ. 71. 
he Eay. of Clancarty to Mr. Secretary Connieg-=(Recsived Decender 3.J 
etek did 
(Extract.) | Brussells, November 29, 1822. 


{I YESTERDAY evening received your Despatch of the 26th instant, with 
_ its’Inclosures ;’ and immediately after the present Messenger shall have been 
despatched, I shall proceed to execute the instructions therein cogveyed. 


: (Signed) CLANCARTY. 
The Right Hon. George.Canning, 
Sr. &e. 
Na. 22. 


Lhe Earl of Clancarty to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received December 6.) 


(Extract.) Bryasells, December 3, 1822. 


J} HAVE the hanpurdcrewith to aclase, for ypur information, the copy of 
. Note addressed hy me to M. le Baron de Wageil on the 3Qth ultimo, in 
vbedience ta your instructions of the 26th of November. | 

Jn this paper I have endeavoured to epforce every point of a tangible na- 
. ture, brought forward in Mr. Lefroy’s Letter of the 20th of September last, 


transmitted with your Dcspatch. 
7 (Signed) CLANCARTY. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 
r ’ ve §e. ' &e. rg &e. 


(Inclosune in No. 22.) 


Tig. Earl, of: Clancarty to. Bke Byron de Nagell. 


7 Brusselis, November 30, 1822. 
THE Undersigned, &c. has received instructions from his Government te 


- 


express the regret, they 


’ 


fast,“of Charles Beverfey,'a British, subject, from thr Criminal, Gaol of Suric. 


“eg * 


> 
ch rge of 
Colohy. 


. 


The Proclamation of Major-General de Veer, Governor of Surinam, issued 
immediately after the event, and which, with the exception of omitting the 
offer of a reward—the better to stimujate. ¢xertion—is perhaps all that could 
have been done upon the spur of the occasion,—authorizes the expectation qu 
the part of the British Governmend, not only. that no effert will have been left 
untried by His Excellency to secure the dana ee of: the escaped) delinquent, 


but also that the Governor will have instituted an immediate and rigid inquiry, 


in order to discover whether, through the neglect or collusion of any of the 


Persons in the employment of the Dutch Government, or of others, the esc 


da . 
of Beverley has not been favoured, and in that event to visit the guilty Party 


Yecl_at hearing of, the escape, on, the. 19th of September, 


nd Min ve he was confined for the purposy. of being brought to, trial. upen 3 
arge of having heen engaged in the. illiqit importatipn, of. Slaves, into. thas: 


— ie a 


A 
i 


y 
herd 
MC!’ 
. 
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with punishnacnt sadhctontly severe to eecure the publick acaimst tle Hke 
eccuncnoe ka Sftune.. For the purpote -of stil further msarme the accom- 
plishaacet ef this dowble ohject, by exciting to che utmost the ‘exertions of 
the Colonial Authoreties, as well for the recapture of Beverley, as for the 
posishment of these who they be found to have favoured tits escape, the 
d idecaaned hes received the courmands of The Aimg, his Master, to press 
upos Liss Majesty “The Krag of tlre Netherlads, the issue of Instructions to. 
te Governor of Serinam at the earliest opportunity, to this effect. 
From the inteld coceived by the British Government froth Surinam, 
st appease that the fiscal of that Colony had caused the Negroes imported b 
Soectley to be restored to the Ce M. de Martineau, uron sm neta - 
St is stated, being given by this Person, that sufficient proof should be adduced 
of the legality of the importation undet the Dutch Law. M. te Baton de 
Nagell siust be well aware, that in every point of view the importation of 
these Negrues was contrary ¢o the stipulations of the pry! of the dth of 
May 1818, and, consequently, that under the provisions of the same, these 
wretched beings should now be liberated in the manner therein prescribed ; 
and the Undersigned has been iastracted to reclaim their fibefation abeurd- 
aagly. se | | as 
oe as TA by having resided at Martinique since the month of September 1818, 
_ (which; however, there is good reason to believe was not tlie case}, theif stb- 
_7sequent. importation into Surinam should, fall puder the sanctiott of the 
- Dutch ‘Law, still it 1s not less at variance with the Treaty; and conse- 
~quently stil! these Negroes are entitted to liberation, and to be rendered 
-@ree labourers under that Instrument, — leaving it to The King of the 
- (Netherlands, if His “Majesty shall so think, fit, to give such indemnity to 
‘the Consignee as He may deem expedient ;“at least, as it is presumed, even 
cunder the Duteh Law, that ti the question as ta the légality of the 
“amportation shatl be decided, these wretched Negroes should not be con- 
-<demnec?t to slavery, bat shoutd be taken proper care of by the Cdfonial © 
Goverament. ee | 
The Undersigned, therefore, requests upon the part of his Goveriinhent, 
that the Piscaf may be cated upon to exptaitt his coridact in this instdriced, 
-aand that the Negroes may be taken into His Netherlands: Majesty's service, 
xt least till the matter shall be decided, and afterwards duly certificated’ unidér 
rhe provisions of the Freaty, as having been imported contrary to its 
stipulations. by ne | | : 
| The Undersigned has further beer directed to seek far information‘ on 
“the part of hts Government, whether any other British subject, besides 
Beverley, was i in the importatiort of Negroes, for with Ne way 
imprisoned; and if so, to request the natié or names, and, 4s far as it may 
be known, the description of such British subjects: he has, therefore, the 
Honour to suggest to M. le Baron de Nagefl, tlie propriety of this Govern- 
ment calling upon the Fiscal to report. the facts as they may be in this 
respect, as perhaps the best means ofattititng the required information. 
The strong assurances of the anxiety of this Government entirely to abolish 
-all Traffick in Slaves by ite subjects, giten- by Mis Revetlenwy die Minister of 
the Colonies, in the month of March last, confirmed as: a se subse- 
quently beer by’ M. le: Bkeon- dir Mapell’s Note, addressed to Mr. CHatt! otf the 
2th October, couvmee’ the. Undernigned; that. the’ aisove. sev@rul Poihis will 
Trot, fail to. be. immediately. couvidered, aad properly acted! ugort,. by tife- 
seeming er a < : 

. The same. assuzancas. likewise. 1 im- contecut athy’ t exffect: tHat at 
Mneagure witich he. has-been commanded. by. The. King, & Master, to- prees 
forcibly: upon. the. favourable consideration and-adeption.of thie Goveriiifent}) 
will, he: received with. all that‘cordiality, and with that’ since:t: desire te cox 
© perate by its acceptance, to whicl. it 1s so. well-ctititled.. | 


a 
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The measure recommended is, ‘that of the establishinent of a Registry for 
Slaves in the Colonies of His Majesty The King of the Netherlands, and a 
correspondent Registration of the same Slaves in the Mother Country, similar 
to those adopted in His Britannick Majesty’s Dominions. 

The adoption of this proposal, besides producing the most simple and 

effectual bar to all future importations of Slaves, affords at the same time ati 
indefeasible ttle to the legitimate Slave Owner, capable of the highest, sim- 
_ plest, and most easy proof ; while it also effectually opposes all fraud on 
transfer to fellow-subjects, o1 loans, secured by the pledge of such Slaves, 
and enables such Parties, by the duplicate Registry, to contract for sales and 
loans on such Slaves in Europe, without the fear of inconvenience or disap- 
pointment arising from any fraudulent practice. 

Had it been possible that such a Registry of Slaves had been then esta- 
blished at Martinique, it could not have remained long a question, whether 
the Slaves imported into Surinam by Beverlcy. were resident in the Island of 
Martinique in September 1818. 

In the strong hope that the measure thus pressed upon the favourable con- 
sideration of the Court of The King of the Netherlands, will meet: ‘with 
its adoption, the Undersigned avails himself, &c. 

‘(Signed) | CLANCARTY. 
Eis Excellency The Baron de Nag ol. 
Z - &e. Gi 


No 23. oe 
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Mr. Secr clan y Canning to The Earl of Clancarty: ht 


3, 
AS 


- 


My Loans fee ba Foreign Office, December 3, 1823. 


I TRANSMIT to vou ry a Full Power, which The King has been 
pleased to grant to Your Excellency, under the Great Seal, authorizing and 


empowering you to conclude, with any Minister vested with similar Fall 


Powers on the part of The King of the Nether lands, | certain additional 
Articles to the Treaty already subsisting between His Majesty and that 
Sovercign, for the prevention of the Traftick in Slaves. | > 3 ' 


Iam, &c. 
(Sig ned) | GEORGE CANNING. 


his Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, G.C.B. | ee eee 
Ge. —  &e. wid a | , A 4 GBR 


‘ 


Pee, 3 No. Be ee . hw me 
| em set Canning z to The Earl of Clancarty., : 
a - fry 
aise) ee aa Foreign Office, December 13, 1922, 


I HAVE recived and laid’ beforé The King, Your Excellency’s ‘ Despatches 
of the.290th of ‘November; and of the 3d of December ‘instant, on: the subject 
of. the-Slave Trade-at:Surinam. I am happy to have to convey to Your 
Excellency The King’s graciéus approbation of the manner in which you 
have exccuted His Majesty's commands, signified to you in my Despatch: of 
the 26th November, ‘urging the Netherlands Government to a more full and 
«ue execution of ‘the Treaty ‘abolishing the Trade in Slaves, sg to the en 
forcement of.a pre of Slaves in the Colonies. 


*he :. *s 
oe 
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N transmit for Your Excellency’s information and guidance, the inclosed 
‘Copies of instructions forwarded from this Office to His Majesty’s Commis- 
-Sioners at Surinam, for the regulation of their conduct. 

Your Excellency scems so fully to have entered into these views of His 
IWAajesty’s Government, that J should hardly have thought it necessary, 

© that account, to send to you these Despatches; but as they refer 


-to the subject of my Despatch above quoted, which is likely to become. 
point of further discussion with the Government of the Netherlands, it. 


s@ucnay be useful and satisfactory to Your Excellency to be in possession of them.. 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING 


=¥ dis Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, G. C. B. 
&e. &e. —&e. 


Nee a 
No. 25. 
<The Earl of Clancarty to Mr.-Secretary Canning.—( Received December 23.) 


. Extract.) Brussells, December 20, 1822. 


THE two Drafts of Articles for ‘carrying into effect the principle of those 
sta ciditions agreed upon to be added to the Treaty of 4th May 1818, and which 
IT have already acquainted you had been delivered to M. le Baron de Nagell 
<on the zist ultimo, have since been referred to and reported on, severally, by 
tlhe Minister of Justice, and by the Minister of the Colonies, and are now 
‘before The King, for His final commands thereon. | 

I have been obliged, in order to adapt the form ef the Proviso (to be pro- 

sed) to the insertion of the specifick description of the vessel transmitted 
3m your Despatch of Ist November, somewhat to alter the wording of the 
former, but i should hope you will be of opinion, not materially. ‘The accom - 
panying Draft wil present the-change which I have thus made. | 

[have also thought it expedient somewhat to transpose the several items of 

‘description comprised in the inclosure to your Despatch, by placing those 

gpoints of description, some of which ure most relied upon, and others of which 
appear the most forcibly to indicate the illicit employment of the vessel, in 
the front ground. A copy of the description thus transposed, I have the 
honour herewith to transmit for your information. 


The Right Hon. aa Canning, (Signed) -CLANCARTY. 
—— «&e. e  &e. | 


(First Inclosure in No. 25.) 


Draft of Proviso, as simendeds 


PROVIDED always, and.it is hereby further agreed, that upon proof being 
duly given before the Mixed Court, whereupon it shall appear, that any 
vessel subject to examination under the Treaty, and detained (here might be 
inserted the qualification of “ hovering near” and within a certain latitude), 


Y 
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and which, in her outfit and equipment, shall fall within oné or more of the 
following designations, viz. . : eA 
1.—Having,&e. = - = 

(Here insert such ‘of the indications Which mark the employment of sach 
vessel for: the purposes of the Slave Trade, as may be agreed upon.) The 
proof of these, or of any of these several indications, shall be considered as 
primd'facie evidence of ‘her actual employment in the Slave Trade, and tintess 
rébutted by satisfactory proof upon the ‘part of the Master or Owners, that 
such vessel was otherwise legally ermployed at the timé of capture, the vessel 
shall thereupon be condemned by the Mixed Court, and shall be declared 
lawful ‘prize. | 


(Second Inclosure in No. 25.) 


Indications which each evidently and respectively mark the employment of 
a Vessel on, or hovering near, the Coast of Africa, for the purposes of the 
Slave Trade. 


1.—HAVING her‘hatches fitted with open gratings, instead df biing 'cluse 
hatches as usual in Merchant vessels. —— — 

2.—Having more divisions or bulk ‘heads in tlie hold or oh deck, than 
necessary for trading vesscls. | | 

3.—Having on board spare plank, either actually ‘fittéd'in that sh’dpe, ‘or fit 
for readily layitig a second or moveable deck, or Slave téck. | 

A.—Flaving on boaril shackles, bolts, or handcuffs. ‘ 

5.—Having on board an unreasonable quantity of water in casks ‘or tatiks, 
more than sufficient for the consumption of her crew'as a Mérchant.vesscl. 

6.—Having on board an unreasonable number of water-casks, or other 
vessels for holding water, unless the Mastér shall: produce’a certificate from 
the Custom-House from the Place from which he cleated outwards, stating 
that a sufficient security had been given by the Owners of such véssel, that 
such extra quantity of casks or other vesscls should only be used for the recep- 
tion of palm oil. . | : 

7.—Having on board a greater quantity of mcss-tubs or'kids’ than requisite 
for the-use of her crew, as a Merchant vessel, | 

8.—Having on board two or more copper boilers, br-even one of-an unrea- 
sonable size, larger than requisite for the use of the crew as a Merchant vesscl. 

. 9.—Having on board an unreasonable quantity of rice Gr fatinha (flour of 
the manioc of Brazil, or of Cassada,) or maize, or-Indian corn, beyond anv 
probable requisite provision for the use of her crew, and such rice, flour, 
maize, or Indian corn, not being entered on the manifest as part of the cargo 
for trade. , 

The Article may be made to apply to any vessel subject to examination 
under the Treaty, and confined to those of this description, hovering or 
sailing near to the West Coast of Africa, (say within one or more degrees 
distance from the shore,) and within a certain compass of latitude, viz. between 
the 20th degree of North latitude, and 20th’of latitude South of the Equator; 
or at anchor in any of the rivers or bays of the said Coasts. 
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No. 26. 


The Earl of Clancarty to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(CReceived December 23.) 


(Extract.) | Brussells, December 20, 1822. 


I HAD yesterday the honour of receiving your Despatch of the 13th 
Instant. | 

I feel deeply penetrated with a grateful sense of His Majesty’s condescension 
in the approbation He has been graciously pleased to express of the manner 
an which I have executed His Royal commands, signified to me in your Des- 


patch of the 26th of November 
I very much thank you also for the copics of the Instructions to His Ma- 


aesty’s Commissioners at Surinam; they are highly interesting Papers, and I 
doubt not will prove of considerable service. | 
My Note of the 30th ultimo to The Baron de Nagell, passed in obedience 
‘to the instructions conveyed to me in your Despatch of the 26th ultimo, has 
been referred to M. de Falck, Minister for the Colonics :—with this Gentleman 
4 have had some conversation of late upon the subject of it: he says he has 
mot yet received any Despatches from Surinam of so late a date as the 20th 
September, or any other intimation of the escape of Beverley than what was 
conveyed in my Note. He assures me that duc inquiry shall be made into the 
parts requiring inquiry in that document, and reassured me so late as Wednes- 
«jay last, in the most solemn manner, that .ny Court should have no cause to 
<omplain of his, for want of thorough co-operation. in the execution of the 
"Ereaty. He seemed totook favourably upon the proposal for the establishment 
of Colonial Slave Registries, and expressed himself to be pleased when [ in- 
formed him that-1 had-written home for copics-of our Laws.and Forms upon 
this subject. | 
-I have, &c. 7 
(Signed) CLANCARTY. 


Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, 
Se. he. Be, 


‘No. 27. 


The Earl of Clancarty to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received December 20.) 


(Extract.) Brussells, December 24, 1822. 
THE Protocols with their several Annexes, which I have now the.honour to 
transmit, will present to you the progress made, up to absolute agreement, in 
t he negoiiation of the tivo Articles in addition to'the Treaty of 4th tap 1818, 
-3nto which, under ycur. instructions, I was directed to. enter with this Goyern- 
Went, | ge. Be. weed. oS : ee 
‘After this transaction had been. gono through, M. le .Baron de Nagell 
Observed, that either in the Conventional Document itself, or by a,pre- 
“:Ise understanding between the two Governments, some fixed date, 
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from the time of the ratification, should be marked, at which the ad- 
ditional Articles should commence their operation, in order that a sufficient 
interval should take place, during which, notification and proper orders for 
carrying them into effect, might be sent out to the Colonies of each of the 
High Contracting Parties. 

This seemed reasonable; and now that the two Articles have been ab- 
solutely agreed upon, as | was not averse to hold the final signature of 
the more solemn act open for a short time, in the hope of comprizing within it 
some Proviso or additional Article relative to the outfit, in obedience to your 
later instructions, [ therefore told M. de Nagell that I would refer the matter 
to His Majesty’s Government. 7 

The time allowed to the Netherlands by the Treaty of May 4, 1818, (sce 
Art. 1) to put that Act into execution, was eight months from the ratification, 
or sooner if possible. Two or three months, it would appear to me, would 
be sufficient to allow here. 

I have not herewith inclosed (though annexed to the original Protocol) 
' copies of the Proviso, and of the description of a vessel indicating her em- 

har in the Slave Trade, because these have already been transmitted 
ome by me. 


t 


I have the honour, &c. 
(Signed) CLANCARTY. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 


&c. &e. &c. 


(First Inclosure in No. 37.) 


Preliminary Protocol. Brussells, November 21, 1822. 


THEIR Majeties, The King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
ireland, and The King of the Netherlands, having agreed upon the expe- 
diency of entering into two further additional Articles, in addition to and 
explanatory of the Treaty of the 4th of May 1818; Conferences were agreed 
to be held between Their Excellencies M.1e Baron de Nagell, Plenipotentiary 
upon the part of His Netherlands Majesty, and The Earl of Clancarty on 
the part of His Britannick Majesty, for the purpose of concerting and adopt- 
ing the proper form by which the intentions of Their Majesties should be 
carried into effect. 


Protocol of First Preliminary Conference. 


Foreign Office of His Majesty The King of the Netherlands ot Brussels, 
A November 21, 18232. 


Present, THe Earv or CLancarrty. 
| M. Le Baron pE NAGEL. 


THE Earl of Clancarty presented to M. le Baren de Nagell the Drafts of 
‘two Projects of Articles in the English Language, which he proposed should 
be adopted and signed, for the purpose of being hereafter ratified: by their 
respective Sovereigns. - | 


LO 
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“These Drafts His: Excellency M. le Baron de Nagell received, stating, that - 
de should be under the necessity of having them first translated into French, 
1m order that they might be subsequently duly considered. 

His Excellency, therefore, for the present postponec any observation on 

then, deferring his Answer to a future conference. 


(Signed) CLANCARTY. 
A. W. C. DE NAGELL. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 27.) 
Annex Na. 1. to Protocol.of the First Conlcceuce: 


_Kdditional Article to the Treaty between His Britannick Majesty and 
The King of the Netherlands, for the Prevention of the Illegal Traffick 
tn Slaves, signed at The Hague, May 4, 1818. 


THE High Contracting Parties hereby agree that, in the cvent of the 
<a bsence, on account of illness or of any other unavoidable cause, of one or more 
-#f the Commissioners, Judges and Arbitrators under the above-mentioned 
*Ireaty, or in the-case of their absence in consequence of leave uf absence from 
*lreir Government, duly notified to the Board of Commission sitting under the 
-said Treaty, their Posts shall be supplied in the same manner in which, by 
thie Article [X. of the Regulations for the Mixed Commissions, those ‘vacan- 
<ies in the Commissions are to be supplicd, which muy occur by the death of 
“Ome or more of the Commissioners aforesaid. 

“This Article shall have the same force and effect as if it had been inserted 
‘word for word in the above-mentioned Treaty, and shall be held to form part 
Of the same. | | 

In witness whercef, the Undersigned, duly furnished with Full Powers from 
their respective Sovereigns, have signed the present additional Article, and 
#have affixed thereunto the seal of their Arms. 

Done at....... eee eaw tNe’s: 


(Third Inclosure in No. 27.) 


Annex No. 2. to Protocol of the First Conference. 


Kxplanatory Article to the Treaty between His Majesty and The King of 
the Netherlands, concluded and signed at The Hague, May 4,1818. 


ARTICLE. 


WHEREAS it is stated in Article I. of “ Instructions intended for the 
“€ British and Dutch ships of war, employed to prevent the illicit Traffick in 
“* Slaves,” that, “ ships on board of which no Slaves shall be found ‘intended 
““for purposes of trathck, shall not be detained on any account or pretence 
“© whatever.” And whereas it has been found by experience, that vessels em- 
Ployed in the illegal traffick, have unshipped their-Slaves immediately prior 
to their being visited by the ships of war, and that such vessels have thus found 
Kmeané to evade forfeiture, and liave been enabled to pursue their unlawful 
<ourse with impunity, contrary to the true object and spirit of the Treaty 
<a bove-mentioned :-— a 

The High Contracting Parties therefore fccl it necessary to declare, and it is 
Hereby declared by them, that, if _— shall be clear and undeniable proof, 
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that a Slave or Slaves has or have been put on board a vessel for the purpose of 
illegal traffick, in the particular voyage on which the vessel shall be captured, 
then, and on that account, according to the true intent and meaning of the sti- 
pulations of the Treaty, such vessel shall be detained by the cruizers, and 
finally condemned by the Commissioners. 

This explanatory Article shall have the same force and effect as if it were 
inserted word for word in the said Treaty, and shall be held to form part of the 
same. 

In witness whereof, the Undersigned, furnished with Full Powers to that 
effect from their respective Sovereigns, have hereunto signed their names, and 
affixed their seals. 

DONO OE cacesesoneans ME Rsaasesecwes day of...., esse 


(Signed) 


(Fourth Inclosure in No. 27.) 
‘Protocol.—Second Conference, 23d December 1822. 
Foreign Office of the Court of the Netherlands. 


Present, THe Earu or CLANCARTY. 
M. Le Baron De Nace.t. 


FULL Powers presented by each of the Plenipotentiaries, in original, from 
their respective Sovereigns, read and appproved. : | 
' Certified Copies thereof exchanged. 

Protocol read, approved, and signed. 

'M. leBaron de Nagell presented the French copies of the Projects of Articles, 
delivered in on the 21st November, together with the English versions, and 
stated his agreement thereto. 

The Articles were then read, compared, and signed. a 

After which, Monsieur de Nagell suggested that it would be better, in leu 
of having the heading and conclusion of each Article, as adopted, continued 
when prepared for final signature, that a general heading and general conclu- 
sion would be more in form, and he proposed a Draft for the same accordingly 
in the French language, which was acceded to by Lord Clancarty. 

Lord Clancarty then stated, that he had received instructions to propose an 
additional Proviso to the second Article, or, if thought more expedient, a sub- 
stantive additional Article, rendering evidence of the peculiar mode of out- 
fit of vessels within a certain latitude and distance from the Coast of Africa, 
primd facie proof of their engagement in the Slave Trade, and if not rebutted 
by satisfactory evidence of other employment, declaring the same sufficient to 
warrant their capture and condemnation by the Commissioners ;—he then-pre- 
sented the form of such Proviso, and a Paper containing the several Indications 
by which a vessel might be known, as fitted for the Slave Trade. | 

Monsieur le Baron de Nagell stated that he was not warranted by his 
Court to receive, as matter of negociation, any thing further than what had 
already been delivered and agreed to; he could not therefore even accept 
the Papers tendered by Lord Clancarty, otherwise than for the purpose of 

laying them before The King, his Master, and certainly should ri quite 
unauthorized to express any opinion, whatever, upon their subject. 


_ And on this understanding, he consented to lay them before The King. 


(Signed) A. W. C. DE NAGELL. | 
CLANCARTY. 
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(Fifth Inclosure in No: 27.) 
Annex No. 1. to Pretocol of the Second Conference. 


Article Additionnel au Traité entre Sa Majesté Britannique et Le Roi des 
Pays-Bas, pour prevenir le Trafic illégal d Esclaves, signé & La Haye le 
4 Maz 1818. 


- LES Hautes Parties Contractantes sont convenues, que dans le cas d’absence 
ur cause de maladie ou quelque autre cause inévitable, d’un ou de plusieurs 
es Commissaires, Juges et Arbitres du chef du présent Traité, ou en cas 
-d'absence de leur part, en conséquence d’un congé de leur Gouvernement, 
diament notifié au Conseil de Commission séant en vertu du dit Traité, leurs 
Places seront remplies de la maniére dont, par l’Article IX. du Réglement 
spour les Commissions Mixtes, les vacances par cas de mort d'un ou de 
plusieurs des Commissaires susdits, doivent étre remplies dans les dites 
~ommissions. 
Le présent Article aura la méme force et effet que sil avait été inséré mot- 
—2-mot dans le Fraité sus-mentionné, et sera tenu comme en faisant partie. 
-En Foi de quoi, les Soussignés diiment munis des Pleins-pouvoirs de leurs 
- SSouverains respectifs, ont signé le présent Article idioms’ y ont apposé 
Re cachet de leurs Armes. 
Fart 2556452 as 00beos l€sesocces cease ee ree ices 


(Stxth Inclosure in No. 27.) 
Annex No. 2. to Protocol, of the Second Conference. 


afr ticle explicit: du Traité entre Sa Majesté Britannique et Le Ro: des Pays- 
as, concld et signé da La Haye le 4 Mai 1818. 


ARTICLE. 


COMME il a été statué par Article I. des Instructions pour les Vaisseaux 
<fes Marines Royales de la Grande Bretagne et des Pays-Bas ‘ employés a 
— gir le Trafic d’Esclaves, que les navires & bord desquels on ne trouvera 
<€ point d'Eselaves destinés 4 des objets de commerce, ne: seront detenus sous 
<© aucene raison ou prétexte quelconques;” et. que l’expérience a démontré 
paar les navires employés a ce trafic illégitimé ont debarqué leurs Esclaves 
ama médiatement avant d’avoir été visités par des vaisseaux de guerre, et que 
Teese maxives ont ainsi trouvé moyen d’esquiver leur confiscation, et ont pa 
fener Jeur procédé dlicite avec impunité, en opposition au bit et a 

: rit du Traité prémentionné ; | 
Hautes Parties Contractantes ont, 4 ccs causes, jugé nécessaire de 
<diéclarer par lés présentes, que s’il existe des preuves claires.et indubitables, 
et pas quelques Esclave ou Esclaves ait ou ayent été placés 4 bord d’un navire 
ms Fintention d’un trafic illégal, pendant le voyage durant lequel le navire 
S@ra capturé, pour lors et de ce chef conformément a la véritable intention et 
maa - eens des stipulations du Traité, un tel navire sera détenu par les croiscurs, 
€t€ Gnalement condamné par les Commissaires. : 
_' Le presént Article explicatif aura la méme force et effet que s'il se trouvait 
“2QMaséré mot-a-mot dans le dit Traité, et sera tenu comme en faisant partie. 
* -En Foi dé quoi, les Soussignés, munis a cet effet des Pleins-pouvoirs de 
©urs Souverains respectifs, ont signé le dit Article et y ont fait apposer le 
“ecehet de leurs Armes. os 
Pait te4.iaceneoasaws 1GL.chag seesaw erawnnce as 
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(Seventh Inclosure in No. 27.) 
Annex No. 3. to Protocol of the Sevond Conference.’ 


SA Majesté Le Roi des Pays-Bas, et Sa Majesté Le Roi du Royaume Uni 
de la Grande Bretagne ct d'Irlande, ayant trouve a propos de convenir ensemble 
sur les dispositions suivantes, additionelles ou explicatives du Traité concli 
entre leurs dites Majestés & la Haye le 4 Mat 1818, pour la répression du 
Trafic des Esclaves, ont nommé a cette fin Jeurs Plénipotentiaires, ad Aoc, savoir: 

Sa Majesté Le Roi des Pays-Bas, Le Sieur Anne Willem Carel, Baron 
de Nagel d’Ampsen, &c. : , 

Et Sa Majesté Le Roi du Royaume Uni de Ja Grande Bretagne et d’Irlande, 
le tres Honorable Richard, Comte de Clancarty, &c. 

Lesquels, aprés avoir échangé leurs Plein-pouvoirs, trouvés en. bonne et due 
forme, sont convenus des Articles explicatifs et additionnels suivans : 


(Fiat Insertio.) 


Les Articles explicatifs et additionnels précités, seront soumis 4 la Ratiti- 
cation des Souverains respectifs, et auront la méme force et effet que s‘ils se 
trouvaient insérés mot-d-mot dans le Traité du 4 Mai 1818, ci-dessus indiqué, 
et scront tenus comme en faisant partie. Les Actes de Ratification seront 
échangés dans l’espace d’un mois, ou plutot, si faire se peut. | 7 

Ea Foi de quoi, les Plénipotentiaires respectifs ont, signé le présent, Acte, 


et y ont apposé le cachct de leurs Armes. 
Fait, &c. 


(Eighth Inclosure in No. 27.) 


Annex No. 4. to Protocol of the Second Conference. - 


f 


TIS Majesty The King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and™ 
Ireland, and His Majesty The King of the Netherlands, having thought fit 
to agree upon the following Arrangements, additional to and explanatory of 
the ‘I'reaty concluded between their aforesaid Majesties, at the Hague, May 
4, 1818, for the prevention of the Trade ‘In Slaves, have therefore named 
as Their Plenipotentiaries, ad hoc:— - | ~ : 

His Majesty The King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and’ 
Ireland, The Right Honourable Richard Earl.of Clancarty, (here follow the 
Titles, &c. &c.), Ambassador pages et and Plenipotentiary of. His said 
Majesty, to His Majesty The King of the Netherlands, Grand Duke of: 
Luxembourg; - ae as . i 

And His Majesty The King of the Netherlands, Anne William Charles 
Baron de Nagell d’Ampsen, &c. (here follow the Titles), and Minister of 
State holding the Department of Foreign Affairs: who having exchanged 
their Full Powers, found in good and due form, have agreed on the following 
explanatory and additional Articles : 7 | | 


_ (Fiat Insertio.) 


The two pone and additional Articles above-mentioned, shaH be. 
submitted to the approval and to the ratification of the respective Sovereigns, . 
and shall have the same force and effect as if they were inserted word for word 
in the Treaty. of May 4, 1818, above-mentioned, and shall be held to form 
part of the same. : | 

The Acts of Ratification shall be exchanged within the space of one month 
from this date, or sooner, if possible. , eau 

In witness whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the present , 
Act, and thereunto affixed the Seal of their Arms. 


- 
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No. 28. | 
Mr. Secretary Canning to The Earl of Clancarty. _ 


My Lorp, Foreign Office, December 97, 1822. 


. YOUR Excellency’s Despatches to the 24th instant, inclusive, have been 
received and laid before The King. : oe 

- His.Majesty has seen, with great satisfaction, by your last Despat¢h of that 
date, that the Netherlands Government has definitively agreed to, the con- 
clusion of two of the Articles in addition to the Siave Trade Treaty of the 4th 
of May 1818, which Your Excellency has been directed to propose. 

His Majesty's Government approve of the slight verbal alteration which 
Your Excellency has made in one of those Articles, of the form in which you 
intend to sign them, and of the term at which you propose that their opera- 
tion ts to commence, viz. three months from the date of their ratification. 

As we have already received from Spain additional Articles of a similar 
import, duly executed, It is very important that Your Excellency should 
proceed without delay, to the immediate signature of the two additional 
Articles, which you have agreed ae with the Netherlands’ Government, 
leaving the further additional Article containing the Proviso, treated of in 
your Despatch of the 20th instant, as matter for further discussion. | 


Iam, &c. a 
(Signed) | GEORGE CANNING. 
fis Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, G.-C. B. Ss 
&c. 


Se. &e. 


— No. 29, 


The Earl of Glancarty to Mr. Secretary Canning.— (Received January 2, 
1823.) 


; | (Extract.) | Brussells, December 31, 1822. 
ON Sunday last I had the honour to reccive your Despatches, dated the 


- - 27th instant. ) 

_ In obedience to the instructions contained therein, I immediately proceeded 
to arrange with M. le Baron de Nagell, for the execution, by seal and signa- 
- ture, of the two Articles already agreed upon between the two Governments. 
This measure has been accomplished this morning, and I have now the 
pleasure to transmit herewith, the additional Convention, legally completed, 

an this matter. | | . 
The Original, herewith transmitted, will, I should hope, be graciously 
- approved by His Majesty, and made effective by His Royal Ratification. 
nder the sanction conveyed in. your Despatch, I proposed.to M. de 
“Nagell, that the term at which the new stipulations should become binding 
upon the High Contracting Parties, should be at the end of three months from 
the exchange of the Ratifications, or sooner, tf possible. . 
His Excellency doubted the sufficiency of this period of time to allow of due 
notification and orders thereon, to be sent out. to the Dutch Settlements and . 
Colonies, and cited the original — wherein the term of eight months 


we 
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from Ratification is stipulated as the period at which that Instrument should 
come into force. 

I mentioned the striking difference between the two cases; and as M. de 
Nagell agreed with me, that this point could as well be settled by Note, as by 
inserting a substantive Article thereon in the more solemn Act, we have post- 
Gots its settlement accordingly, till he shall be able to take The King of the 

Yetherlands’ pleasure thereon. | 
In order, however, to bring this matter officially forward, I have addressed 
_ a formal Note to him upon the subject, a copy of which I have the honour 
herewith to inclose for your information. | 


_ {Signéd) CLANCARTY. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 
&c. &e. : &e. 


({nclosure in No. 29.) 
The Earl of Clancarty to The Baron de Nagell. 


Brussells, December 31, 1822. 


THE Undersigned, &c. has the honour to refer to certain conversations 
with His Excellency M. le Baron de Nagell, relative to the period subsequent 
to Ratification of the two Articles lately agreed upon, in explanation of and in 
addition to the Treaty of 4th May 1818, at which the said Articles should be 
understood to become binding upon the High Contracting Parties, so as to 
admit of a sufficient interval of time for sending out orders and directions for 
the strict observance thereof, to the Colonies. 

In these conversations it was understood, that this matter could be as effectu- 

_ ally arranged between the two Governments by official Note, as by incorpora- 
ting with the two Articles, a substantive stipulation upon the subject, and there- 
fore the mode of determining this matter by official Note was agreed upon. 
The Undersigned has now, in obedience to the instructions he has received 
for this purpose, the honour to propose, that the two Articles shall be consi- 
dered as coming into full operation at the end of three months from the 
exchange of Ratifications, or as much sooner than this period, as the orders 
and instructions for their due execution, may be received in the Colonies 

~ Tt is true that in the original Treaty, the term of eight months from the. 
Ratifications was taken as that at which that Convention should become ab- 

solutely binding upon the High Contracting Parties; but then the matter 

" was new to this Country; all the machinery, tn all its several branches for 
carrying it into effect, was to be created ab initio, while, in the present in- 
stance, two very simple regulations alone are te be carried into execution, | 
easily applicable to a state of things already m existence. — | 

This consideration, it is hoped, will induee the Netherlands Government 

" to aecede to the term herein-before proposed, as sufficient for every purpose of 

' due notification to their Colonial Settlements on the Coast of Africa, and in 
the Western Hemisphere. : 

, The Undersigned, &c. a 

| - (Signed) — CLANCARTY. 
His Excellency The Baron de Nagell, | : 


&c. &c. &c. 


, 
f 
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No. 30. 
Mr, Secretary Canning to The Earl of Clancamy. 


(Extract.) Foregn Office, January 3, 1823. 
YOUR Excellency’s Despatehes to the 31st ultimo, inclusive, have been 
tecetved and laid before The King. ) 
It was particularly satisfactory te Hie Majesty to observe, that the addi- 
tional Articles to the Slave Trade Treaty have received the assent of the 
Netherlands Government. ; 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
aiis Exceilency The Earl of Clancarty, G.C.B. 
he. fe &e. 
No. 31. 


| The Earl of Clancarty te Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Reecived January 6.) 


Siz, Brussells, January 3, 1823. 


I HAVE the honour herewith to inclose, for your information, copies of 
cthe Protocols of the two last Conferences between Monsieur le Baron de 
Nagell-and me, upon the subject of the additional Articles to the Treaty of 
athe 4th of May 1818, as well those which have been recently signed, as that 
-still under the consideration of the Court of the Netherlands. 


With great respect, &c. | 
(Signed) CLANCARTY. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 
&e. §e. &c. 
{First Inclosure in No. 31.) 


Protecol.— Third Conference, 30th December 1822. 
Foreign Office of the Court of the Netherlands. 


Present, Monsieur Lz Banow pz Nace... 
; ~"Twe Ear or CLancarty. 


LORD CLANCARTY acquainted Monsieur de Nagell that his Court 
was desirous that the Act containing the two Articles already agreed to, should 
“be executed by the signature and sealing of both Plenipotentiaries thereto, as 
early as might be convenient, and without waiting for the answer of the Neth- 
erlands Government to the proposal for a Proviso, or further additional Article, 
advanced by Lord Clancarty at the last Conference, which might stand over 
for further discussion till this Court should be enabled to = its opinion 
thereon. He therefore proposed, that this mode of proceeding should be 

adopted, which was immediately agreed to by Monsieur de Nagell, and di- 
‘rections given by both for writing out two-Counterparts of the two Articles 
in the form agreed upon, for conjoint signature, the onc in the English 
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language for the Ratification of His Majesty The King of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, the other in the French language for that 
of His Majesty The King of the Netherlands. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 31.) 


Protocol .— Fourth Conference, 31st December 1822. 
Foreign Office of the Court of the Netherlands. 


Present, §= MM. Le Baron ve Nace. 
THE Ear oF CLancarrty. 


THE two Articles having been written out fair for signature, according to 
the form agreed upon, and in the manner directed, Their Excellencies signed 
and sealed the same; and each having possessed himself of the proper coun- 
terpart for his respective Court, they mutually exchanged with each other 
certified copies of the counterparts retained by them; %. e. Monsieur le 
Baron de Nagell delivered over to the Earl of Clancarty a certified copy of 
the French counterpart, and the Earl of Clancarty, in like manner, delivered 
over to Monsieur le Baron de Nagell a copy, certified by him, of the coun- 
terpart in which the English language was used. 

'- Preserving, therefore, for future consideration and discussion the Proviso, 
_or further additional Article, proposed by the British Plenipotentiary at 
the second Conference held the 23d December instant, the Parties sepa- 
rated. | } 


No. 32. 


The Earl of Clancarty to Mr. Secretary Canning —(Received January 9.) 


(Extract.) Brussells, January 7, 1823. 


_ J HAVE the honour herewith to inclose, for your information and future 
instruction to me, the copy of a Note received this morning from His Ex- 
cellency The Baron de Nagell, wherein, in leu of acceding to the term of 
three months proposed by me to him, as that at the end of which, from the 
exchange of Ratifications the additional Articles lately signed between the 
two Crowns, should become binding, — he proposes that five: months should 
be substituted. | 

(Signed) . CLANCARTY. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, | 


&e. &e. &e. 


(Inclosure in No. 32.) 


The Baron de Nagell to The Earl of Clancarty. 7 


Bruxelles, le7 Janvier 1823. 


' ’- LE Soussigné, &c. a mis sous les yeux du Roi son Maitre la Note de M. 
- Le Comte de Clancarty, &. par laquelle Son Excellence thy swe de‘convenir, 
"que les stipulations des Articles explicatif et additionnel au Traité du'4 Mai 


4 


SO/ 
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1818, qui ont été arrétés par les Soussignés le 31 Decembre dernier, seront 
exccutoires trois mois a dater de la Ratification des dits Articles par les 
Souverains respectifs. 

Cette espace de tems ayant paru un peu court, pour avoir la certitude que 
les ordres & dépécher de part et d’autre puissent opérer réciproquement et au 
méme mstant, le Soussigné a été chargé de proposer a Son Excellence un 
terme de cimg au lieu de ¢rots mois. Si le Gouverncment de Sa Majesté Bri- 
tannique adopte cette modification, le Soussigné se trouve autorisé de régler 
définitivement cet objet avec Son Excellence moyennant I’échange des Notes, 
lors de la rémise des Actes de Ratification. 


. (Signé) A.W. C. DE NAGELL. 
Son Excellence M. Le Comte de Clancarty, 
| Se, 


&e. &e. 


€lnclosure in No, 32.) 


The Baron de Nagell to The Earl of Clancarty - 
(Translation.) Brussells, January 7, 1823. 


THE Undersigned, &c. has laid before The King, his Master, the Note of 
‘The Earl of Clancarty, &c. by which His Excellency proposes to agree 
that the stipulations of the explanatory and additional Articles of the Treaty’ 
of the 4th May 1818, which have been agreed upon by the Undersigned of 
31st of last December, shall be enforcable three months from the date of the 
Ratification of the said Articles by the respective Sovereigns. 

This period being considered rather too short for the certainty that the 
orders to be issued by both Parties should operate reciprocally, and at the 
same moment, the Uadentnes has been directed to propose to His Ex- 
«cllency a term of five instead of three months. Should the Government of 
His Britannick Majesty adopt this modificatton, the Undersigned will be 
authorized to arrange definitively this affair with His Excellency, by means of: 

the exchange of Notes, at the time of the return of the Acts of Ratification. 


(Signed) A. W.C.DE NAGELL. 
40s Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, | 
&e. Se. 


&e 


No. 33. 


_ Dhe Earl of Clancarty to Mr, Secretary Canning —( Received January 30.) 


Sir, Brussells, January 17, 1823. 


I HAVE the honour herewith to, inclose, the copy of a Note received 
yesterday from M. le Baron de Nagell, in which he states himself to be 
authorized to agree in the proposal made by me, at a Conference held with 
His Excellency on the 23d ultimo, for a further Proviso, or additional 
Article, to the Treaty of 1818, provided its operation should be confined 
within the limits of 20 degrees to the North, and 20 degrees to the South of 
the Line, and further, that it should not extend to the Westward béyond 
a degree from the African Coast. 

The reason of this Western limitation I understand to be. that the ships 
in the Java and Eastern Trade, the — of which are said often to fall 
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ate {i Pi within the description of outfit, by which they might be exposed to capture; 
“oe Bt : always take a course to the Westward further than a degree from the African 
-— 2 eee Coast. a 
“ f ae The limitation is, therefore, interposed as a necessary caution to seoure them: 
econ a from detention, tu which they might otherwise become liable. = - 
4 2 a _ Conceiving myself authorized under your instructions to accade to this mo- | 
ee 2g. dification, { immediately addressed the Note, of which the inclosed isa copy, - 
ne jet a to M. le Baron de Nagell. | 
ee ee In an interview which f have since had with His Excellency, he bas stated — 
“ee t ee oe his readiness to proceed to the final arrangement with me of the additioml © 
on Soe. - | Atticle in the early part of the next week. 
St ee a | Iam, &. a 
oe eee The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) CLANCARTY. 
; ea ee (First Inclosure iw No. 33.) 
be j ‘ 
eg eee Po The Baron de Nagell te The Earl of Clancarty.. 
ya) Sah apt | 
one vt | : Bruselles, le 16 Janvier, 1823. 
hPa _ at LE Soussigné, &e. &e. se fait.un plaisir de faire part } Monsieur Le Comte 
ee a de Clancarty, &c. &c. qu'il se trouve autorisé par Le Roi, Son Mattre, de 
re convenir avéc Son Excellénce sur les nouvelles stipulations. a .ajouter au 2 
Ariicle du Traité de 4 Mai 1818, pour la répression du Trafic des .Esclaves, — 
et dont la proposition a été faite de la part de Sa Majesté Britannique dans 
3: < Tune des Conférences que le Soussigné a eu l'honneur d’avoir avec Son Ex- . 
Voy: 8 cellence, & l'occasion de l’adoption de certaines Articles additionyels aux.dispo- 
ee a sitions du méme Traité, bien entendu toutefois que les stipulations, dont il 
ee? og | - s'agit, we pourront étre obligatoires pour Pune et ’autre des deux Puissances — 
| : u’a la distance d’un dégré de la Céte occidentale de l'Afrique, entre le 20 
fae égré de latitude septentrionale-et le 20 dégré dedatitude meridionale. - _ 
ie ae | eae eo, we Pe ye Soussigné, ke. =. s |e, 
fe ° wo (Sigg) A. W.C. DE NAGELL., 
oe Son Excellence Le Comte de Clancarty, 
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oe : . (First Inclosure in No. 33.) 
ae ee | The Baron de Nagell to The Eart of Clancarty. 
se : : (Translation.) Brussells, January 16, 1823. 
oes 4 THE Undersigned, &¢. has great pleasure in making known to The Earl of 
oo a Clanearty, &c. that he is authorised by The King, His Master, to agece with 
, a —? His Excellency to the new stipulations to be added to the second Article of 
= eS the ‘Freaty of the 4th May 1818, for the repression of the Traffick in Slaves, 
i. and, of which a proposal was made, on the part of His Britannick Majesty, 
oes 


in ‘one.ot ‘thé Cotiferencés which the Undersigned had the honour of ‘having 
with His Exceltency, respecting'the adoption of certain additional Articles to 
the dispositions of the‘same Treaty, on condition, however, that the strpulations, 
of Which it treats, shatl not be’brnding wpon either of the two Powers, except 
at thie distance of a ‘degree from the western Coast of Aftica, between the 20th 
degree Of notth, and‘ 20th degree of soath latitude. | 

| a {te Understened, &c. _ 
(Signed) A. W.'C. DE NAGELL. 
is Evxecllency The Earl of Ciancarty, _ 
&e. Se. Se. 


‘a 
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(Second Inclosure in No. 33.) . 


The Eart of Clancarty to The Baron de Nagell. 
——- Brussells, January 16, 1823- 


THE Undersigned, His Britannick Majesty’s Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary to His Majesty King of the Netherlands, 
has experienced great satisfaction im receiving Monsieur le Baron de Nagell’s | 
Note of this date, in which the communication is conveyed, that Lis Excel- 
lency 1s authorized to. agree in the proposal made by the Undersigned for a 
further Proviso, or additional Article, to the Treaty of the 4th May 1818, 
provided the operation thereof shall be comprised within the limits expressed 
in His Excellency’s Note. 

The Undersigned will have great ploasure in renewing Conferences with 
Monsieur de ae se this subject, at the earliest date that shall be agree- 
able to His Excelten Y and avails himself of thts vccasion n to renew to Phim 


os the aasurances of his high consideration. 
(Signed) —CLANCARTY. 
Monsiex Le Baron de Nagel, | Be ds ee 
ke = &e. . Se. 
No. 34. 
The Earl af a to Mr. Secretary Canneng —{ Received Fonaeary 28. ) 
‘Sir, | Brussels, January 24, 1823. 


LAD. yesterday aonference with Mensiewr le Baron-de Nagell ‘upon 
the further additional Article to the Treaty of 4th Mey 1818, lest referred to 
in my Despatch of the 17th instant, 

A copy of the Protocol of this Conference, with its Annexes, is herewith 
inclosed for your information. 

I should hope the manner int which the-Article, as agreed upon, has been 
drawn up, will meet the approbation of His Majesty’ g Gaverninent. 

It appearing to be the wish of Monsieur de Nagel, and of His Chief 
Sccretary, that time should be afforded till Sahirday, (to-morrow) or till 
Monday, in order the better to write out the Article fair for signature, I 
readily agreed thereto. 

By the next, or Tuesday’s Messenger, you may, therefore, maces ex- 
pest the receipt of this additional Arrraagement, duty sigued. 

J bave, &c. 
Signed) CLANCARTY. 
The me, ‘Hon. George vain 


(First Inclosure in No. 34.) - 


Protocal.—Januar, 'y 23, 1823. 


Hotel of Es PECEEY The Minister for Foreign Affairs of The _ 
- * Of the Netherlands. 


Present, © Hrs Excentency M. Le Baron Dr Nace. 
ss ‘THe Earv oF ‘CLANCARTY. 


ME LE BARON DE NAGELL having intimated to Lord Clancarty, that 
‘The King, His Master, was willing to accede to the proposal made to His Excel: 


~~ 


- 
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lency at the Conference of the 23d December last, provided that the operation 

of the proposed Article should not extend beyond one geographical degree 

to the Westward of the Coast of Africa, and beyond the space between the 

20th deg. of lat. to the North of the Equator, and the 20th deg. of lat. to the 

Southward thereof ; 

Their Excellencies met this day for the purpose of arranging an Article for 

ia _ this purpose, and having agreed upon the same, as hereto annexed in the 
ae two languages, they gave directions that the same should be tmmediately pre- 

- pared for signature. 
_ (Signed) CLANCARTY. 

— _A.W.C. DE NAGELL. 


(Second Inclosure tx No. 34.) 


ce 2 : Annex No. 1 to the Protocol of 23d January, 

Tidies ane HIS Majesty The King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

a a ce ee Ireland, and His Majesty ihe King of the Netherlands, having thought fit to 
ee Mae , agree upon the following further Arrangement, additional to the Treaty con- 
ea tt ot as cluded between Their aforesaid Majesties at the Hague 4th May 1818, for the 
Pee ip | prevention of the Trade in Slaves, and also in addition to the two explana- 
= Se eee ee ee tory and additional Articles, executed by the Plenipotentiaries of Their said 
Hee 3 | Majesties on 31st December 1822; have named, authorized and directed the 


t 
a 


same Plenipotentiariesto sign in Their Namesan Agreement, adhoc, His Majesty 


aS ae The King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, The Right 
ie. ge ue Se 4 Honourable Richard, Earl of Clancarty, &c. &c., and His Majesty The King 
ee ee ot the Netherlands, Anne William Charles Baron de Nagell d’Ampsen, &c &c., 
a Be ey Tb who, having exchanged their Full Powers, found in good and due form, have 
eae a ek agreed on the following additional Article : 


| (Third Inclosure in No. 34.) 
Avnex No. 2 to the Protocol of 23d January. 


SA Majesté Le Roi des Pays-Bas, et Sa Majesté Le Roi du Royaume Uni 
de Ja Grande Brétagne et d’Irlande, ayant trouvé 4 propos de convenir de 
arrangement ultérieure suivant, additionnel au Traité concld entre leurs dites 
Majestés 4 la Haye le 4 Mai 1818, pour la repression du Trafic des Esclaves, 
et ainsi en addition des Articles explicatif et additionnel conclis par Ices Pléni- 
potentiaires de Leurs Majestés le 31 Decembre 1822, ont nommé, autorisé 
et commis les dits Plénipotentiaires 4 signer en Leurs Noms un Accord, ad 
hoc, savoir; Sa Majesté Le Roi des Pays-Bas, Le Sieur Anne William Carel 
Barou de Nagell d’Ampsen, &c. &c. et Sa Majesté Le Roi du Royaume Uni 
de la Grande Brétagne et d’Irlande, Le trés Honorable Richard, Comte de 
Clancarty, &c. &c. lesquels, aprés avoir échangé leurs Pleins-pouvoirs, 
trouvés en bonne et due forme, sont convenus de |’Article additionnel suivant : 


~ (Fourth Inclosure in No. 34.) | 
Annex No. 3 to the Protocol of 23d January. : = 
ARTICLE. 


AND it is hereby further agreed, that upon proof betng duly given before 
the Mixed Court, whereupon it shall appear that any ship or vessel subject 
', to-examination undcr the Treaty, or under the explanatory or additional 
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Articles, and detained hovering upon the Coast of Africa, within one geo- 
Zraphical degree to the Westward thereof, and between the 20th degree of, 
latitude North of the Equinoctial Line, and the 20th degree of latitude to the 
Southward thereof, or at anchor within any of the rivers, bays or creeks of. 
the said coast, within the limits above particularly specified, or at anchor in 
any part within the said limits, and which ship or vessel in her outfit or 
equipment shall fall within one or more of the following designations, 
namely : . 
1.—Having her hatches fitted with open gratings, instead of being close 
hatches as usual in Merchant vessels. | Oo 
2.—Having more divisions or bulk heads in the hold or on deck, than | 
necessary for trading vessels. - 
3.—Having on board spare plank, either actually fitted in that shape, or fit 
for readily laying a second or moveable deck, or Slave deck. 
4.—Having on board shackles, bolts, or hand-cuffs. 
5.—Having on board an unreasonable quantity of water in casks or in 
tanks, more than sufficient for the consumption of her crew as a Merchant 
-wessel. 7 a 
6.—Having on board an unreasonable number of water casks, or other. 
~wessels for holding water, unless the Master shall produce a certificate trom. 
tthe Custom-House from the Place from which he cleared outwards, stating 
that a sufficient security had been given by the Owners of such vessel, that 
such extra quantity of casks, or other vessels, should only be used for the 
reception of palm oil. : | 
7.—Having on board a greater quantity of mess-tubs or kids than requisite 
Hor the use of her crew, as a Merchant vessel. 4 | a 
8.—Having on board two or more copper boilers, or even one of an unrea- 
sonable size, larger than requisite for the use of her crews a Merchant vessel. 
9.—Having on board an unreasonable quantity of.rice or farinha (flour of 
the manioc of Brazil, or of Cassada,) or maize, or Indian. corn, beyond any 
Probable requisite provision for the use of her crew, and such rice, flour, maize, 
«or Indian corn, not being entered on the Manifest as part of the cargo for 
@rade. , 
The proof of these, or of any or more of these several indications, shall be 
<considered as primd facie evidence of her actual employment in the Slave 
“Krade, and unless rebutted by satisfactory evidence upon the part of the 
Master or Owners, that such ship-or vessel was otherwise legally employed at 
the time of detention, or capture, the ship or vessel shall thereupon be con- 
<demned and declared lawful prize. oe ke a 


(Fifth Inclosure in No. 34.) | 
ae Ss - Annex No. 4. to the Protocol of 23d January. : | 
ARTICLE ADDITIONNEL. - 


IL est écalement convenu par les presentes que lorsque d’aprés des preuves, 
duement formés par devant la Cour Mixte, il apparoitra qu’un vaisseau ou 
Mavire, sujet 4 l’'examen, ou aux termes du Traité, ou aux termes des Articles 
©xplicatifs et additionnels, et detenu rodant ow naviquant sur, ou proche de la 
Cote d'Afrique, dans l’espace d'un degré géographique a louest d’icelle, et 
entre le 20 degré de latitude Nord de la Ligne Equinoctiale et le 20 degré de 
latitude sud de la dite Ligne, ou a P'ancre dans une des riviéres, bayes, ou criques, 
de la dite Céteé dans la circonscription des Itmites specialement designées ci- 
dessus; ou.dl’ancre en quelque endroit que ce soit, dans la circonscription des 
dites limites, et Icquel vaisseau ou navire offrira dans son appropriation ct 
€quipement une ou quelques uncs des designations suivantes : “3 
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1D ‘avoir ses écoutillcs on caillébottis ou treillis, ouverts aw Heu de les. 
avoirs fermées, comme le sont d’ordiriaire celles des navires Marchands. 

3.—D'avoir plus dé séparations, ott eloisons & fond de cale ou sur le pont, 
qu'il t’en faut 4 des navires Marchands. 

8.—D’avoir & bord des ais en reserve daj& appropriés ov dé nature 2 l'étre 
pour poser aisément un sécond potit, pont mobilé eu pont Negrier. 

4.—D'avoir a bord des chaines, des entraves, ou des menottes. 

5.—D?’avoir 4 bord une quantité exorbitante d’eau en barriques ou en cuves, 
et plus qu'il t’en faudrait pour la consommation de I’équipage dun navire 
Marchand. 

6.—D’avoir & bord un nombre exorbitant de bartiques & eau ou autres 
vaisseaux 4 eau, 3 moins que le patron ne produisit uti certificat de Ja Douane 
de l'endroit de son départ, cofistatant I’établissement d’une caution suffisante 
par les propriétaires du navire, que cette quantité sufabondante de barriques 
ou autres vaisseaux ne servirait qu’a recevoir de I'huile de palmier. 

7.—D avoir & bord une plus grande quantité de baquets & portion que de 
réquis pour le service de l’équipage d’un navire Marchand. | | 

8.—D’avoir 4 bord deux chaudriéres de cuivre ou d’avantage, ou méme une 
seule d’une dimension exorbitante et plus grande que ne l’exigcraient les be- 
soins de hee alg a din naviré Marehand. 

9.—D'avoir & bord une quantité éxtraotdinaire de ris on de fatinha (fleur 
de tanhioc du Brésil ou de Cassada,) ou de mais, ou de blé dos Indes, ex- 
cédafit:la provision raisonnablement réquise pour la consommation de léqui- 
page, et lorsque ‘ce ris, fleur, mais, on blé des Indes, ne sé trouverait pas an- 
noncé sur le manifeste, comme faisant partie de la catgaison mercantile. 

La preuve de l'une ou de quelques tunes de ces indications scra considerée 
commeé Evidence, prima facie, de son emploi actuel du Trefic des Esclaves, et 
a moins d’étre refutée par des preuves satisfaigantes, 4 fournir par le patron ou 
les propriétsires, que le vaisseau ou naviré avait été légalement employé a 
un autre usage, au téms de sa détention ou capture, le vaisseau ou havite sera 
condamné fa dessus et déclaré de bonne prise. 


(Sixth Inclosure in No. 34.) 
Annex No. 5. to the Protocol of 23d January. 


THE aforesaid additional Article shall bé submitted to the Ratification of 
the respective Sovereigns, and shall have the same force and effect as if it were 
inserted, word for word, in the. Freaty of 4th May 1818, above-mentioned, and 
shall be held to form part of the same. The Acts of Ratification shall be 
ae within the gpace of exe wenth from this date, or sooner, if 
possible. 

In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the present 
Act, and thereunto — the Seal of thear Arms. 

Done at Brasselle, &e. 


(Seventh Enclosure in No. 34.) 
Annex, No. 6. to the Protocol of 23d January. 


LE présent Article additionned sera sounais a la Ratification des Souyerains 
respectifs, et apra le méme force et effet que s'il se trouyait inséré mot-i-met 


dans le Traité du 4 Mai 1818, ci-dessus mentionné, et sera tenu comme ea 
faisant partie. 


Les Actes de Ratification seront échangés dans l’espace d’un mois of plutét 
si faire se peut. 
En foi de quoi, &c. 

Fait 4 Bruxelles, &c. 


(Signé) 


No. 35. 
Mr. Seeretary Canning to The Earl of Clancarty. 


MyLorp, - Foreign Office, January 28, 1823. 


IN reference to that Ee of your Excellency’s Correspondence which relates 
“to the proposition which you had been instructed to make to the Netherlands 
Government, for the establishment of a Slave Registry in their Colonial Pos- 
sessions in the West Indies,—I now forward to Your Excellency the copy of 
a Letter received from the Colonial Department, dated the 21st instant, 
together with it’s several Inclosures, containing such information and details 
as.appear most applicable towards enabling Your Excellency to follow up the 
eget made to the Dutch Government, for the formation of a Colonial 
Slave Registry. 
Should any farther information be required, rt with be furnished with readi. 
mess, upon an intimation to that effect from Your Excellency. 


| I am, &c. 
- (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
4his Excell The Eart of Clancarty, G. C. B. 
&c. &c. &c. | 


No. 36. 
Lhe Earl of Clancerty to Mr, Seraetary Canning. —( Received January 31.) 


(Extract.)  Breeselis, Jannary 28, 1833. 


I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit a further additional Article to 
the Treaty between His Majesty and The King of the Netherlands, for the 
=xbolition of the Slave Trade, sigaed at the Hague 4th May 1818. = 

To this 4s added, the certified of the French counterpart, exeented by 


the Plemipotentiaries for the use of this Court; and I inclose a eppy of the © 


Protocol of the Conference at which this matter was terminated. 
I should hope the Article will mcet with the approbation of my Govern- 
mrent, and beceme effective by His Majesty’s Ratification. 
In substance, I flatter myself, it exactly coincides with the instructions I 
had received, and though there may be found some variance in the form, yet 


¥ can scarcely think that this will be deemed material. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) CLANCARTY. 
Gc. Sc. Sc. : 
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(Inclosure in No. 36.) + ey 2 fs 
Protocol of the 25th of January 1823. a 


Hotel of the Minister for Foreign Affairs of His Majesty The King of the 
Netherlands, at Brussells. 


His ExceLttency Monsieur LE BARON DE NAGELL. 
Tue Earw oF CLANCARTY. 


Present, 


THE further additional Article, as agreed upon between Their Excel- 
lencies at the last Conference, having been fairly written out, final signature in 
both languages, as at that time directed, was read over and found correct. 

The two Plenipotentiaries then agreed, each on the part of his respective 
Sovereign, that the Article then before them, when signed, should, neverthe- 
Jess, be withheld from coming into operation till the lapse of five months from 
the date of the exchange of the Ratifications thereof, after: which its~stipula- 
tions should come into full force and effect. a: = 

With this understanding, Their Excellencies immediately signed and 
sealed two counterparts of the same, one in the English, and the other in 
the French language, and each undertook to procure to his counterpart the. 


Ratification of his Government. | 
| (Signed) CLANCARTY.. 
a A. W. C. DE NAGELL. 


No. 37. 
The Earlof Clancarty to Mr. Secretary Canning .—( Recewed February 14.) 


Sir, 7  Brussells, February 11, 1823. 


I RECEIVED your Despatch of the 31st ultimo, accompanied by His 
Majesty's Ratification of the Articles signed by the Baron de Nagell and me, 
on the 31st of December last, and also the form of a Certificate of the ex- 
change of the said Ratifications, against those of this Government, on the 
evening of the gth instant. i. 

In obedience to the instructions therein contained, I this morning effected 
the exchange I was directed to make, and have now the honour herewith to 
transmit the Ratifications of His Majesty The King of the Netherlands to 
the said Articles. — . 

- I have also tne honour to return the Certificate of the said exchange pro- 
penly filled up, and duly executed by His Excellency The Baron de Nagell 
an me." . ene oe Cn a SG a 
The additional Document you will. find likewise herewith, establishing the 
time when these Articles should come into full force and effect, Monsieur le 
Baron de Nagell was desirous of. having signed and exchanged, more espe- 
cially as nothing had been entered in the Protocols of our proceedings, in 
the negociation of these Articles, upon the subject. Ree 
_As there appeared to me no objection to this course, I very willingly 
acceeded to his wishes, and His Excellency, therefore, has been furnished wit 
a translated counterpart of that now transmitted, signed by me. 
: I have the honour, &c. oe % ' 
a (Signed) CLANCARTY. 
The Right Hon. George Canning. le -_ 
« &e. &c. &c. | ; 


gy 
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No 38. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to The Earl of Clancarty. 


My Lorop, foreign Office, February 18, 1823. 
I FURNISH to Your Excellency, herewith, the copies of two Despatches, 


—zand of their Inclosures, from His Majesty’s Commissary Judge at Surinam, 
zand the copy of a Communication from the Cofonial Department here, the 
# ormer dated the 24th and 28th of October 1822, and the latter the 7th of 
“February 1823. | 
These Papers tend to shew that contraband importations of Slaves still 
-«continue to take place in the Colony of Surinam; they mention the name 
—<>t one vessel, the Hermaphrodite, and the particulars of other vessels con- 
aerned in this illegal trade; and they give the details of a Case in which the 
-«crew and boat of an Engtish vessel, the Ofve Branch, were torced to assist 
“a.n the contraband landing of Slaves at Surinam. 

I have to desire that Your Excellency will communicate to the Nether- 
ands Government such a portion of these Papers as you shall deem to be 
«=xpedient for the purpose of establishing the facts. You will accompany the 
-«<=ommunication of these facts by an urgent call upon His Net!:erlands Majest 
®o take strenuous measurcs for the fulfilment of the Treaty on the Slave Trade, 
«ither by increasing His Netherlands Majesty’s naval force on the Coast of 

—AA frica, or by directing His Colonial Authorities to make use of all the means 
un their power to repress these continued violations of His Majesty’s orders. 
-Arid you will take this opportunity of renewing your suggestion for the Re- 
szistry of Slaves, the establisliment of which measure would alone furnish the 

-best chance of bringing such delinquents to justice. 

I am, &c. 


| | : (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
hs Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, G.C. B. 
&c. —&§e. &c. 


No. 39. 
Mr. Sccretury Canning to The Earl of Clancarty. 


My Lorp, Foreign Office, February 18, 1823. 
1 FURNISH Your Exccllency with an Extract of a Letter, dated the 24th 


December last, and its Inclosures, which I have received from Mr. Heskcth, 

Elis Majesty’s Consul at Maranham, giving an account of a Dutch vessel, 

mnamed the -furora, which sailed from Maranham for Surinam in the month 

wot December last, in company with the Portuguese vessel the Wendengo, and is 

suspected of being intended to be employed in landing Slaves clandestinely in 

Surinam. | 
* Your Excellency will communicate these Papers to the Nether!ands Govern- y 

ment, and request them to send out to their Colonial Authorities, directions to 

take measures for preventing the. mitended infraction of the Treaty. 


Tam,&c.. . 2 
. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
Eis Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, G.C.B. 
&c. &e. e. 
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(First Inclosure in No. 39.) 


Robert Hesketh, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning. 


. (Extract.) Maranhao, December 24, 1822- 


I INCLOSE copies of Communications I have made to SWBarbadoes 
and Surinam, respecting a Dutch Schooner, called the Aurora, C. H. 
Andres, Master, the object of whose voyage to this Port I suspect to have 
been an illicit Trafhick in Slaves, against which there are no effcctual regula- 


tions in this Port. | 
(Signed) ROBERT HESKETII. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, 
&c. &e. gc. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 39.) 
The British Consul at Maranham to The Governor of Barbadoes. 


SiR, Moranhao, December 11, 1822. 


I HAVE the honour to transmrt an Affidavit made by Robert Jackson, 

Jately a seaman on board the Dutch schooner durora, C. H. Andres, Master, 
respecting the Aurora's intended voyage with Slaves to the Colony of Su- 
rinam. 
— The Aurora continues in this Port, and as I feel convinced, from every 
circumstance of the case, that it is the intention of the Parties concerned to 
attempt the illicit proceeding alluded to in the inclosed Affidavit, and that 
cvery prevertive measure on the part of the Government of this Province 
can be easily evaded, I have thought it my duty to give Your Excellency this 
information. 

I have scut Robert Jackson, the bearer hereof, as a supernumerary on board 
the British brig John, instructing Joho Foster, the Master to report this 
sas eect to Your Excellency on his arrival 

tis impossible to ascertain how many days more the Aurora may yet re- 
main in this IYarbour ; should the period of her detention extend to ten days 
further, there is every chance that she may be intercepted: however, as 
it is possible that she may sail before the expiation of ten days, I intend, 
in that event, to desire Thomas Wilson (the man mentioned in the Afh- 
davit) to report himself personally, on his arrival at Surinam, to the Com- 
missary, Edward Lefroy, Esq.; and 1 presume that Your Excellency will 
direct that this arrangement be communicated to the Commissary. 

There is ‘not at present any impediment against a-Portngucse vessel with 
Slaves on board clearing from any Brazil Port for another western one, and 
afterwards proceeding beyond the Brazil Dominions and landing her cargo 
clandestinely ; in fact, the probability is, that Slaves have been smuggled in 
this manner into the Colony of Surinam. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 


Eis Excellency Sir Henry Warde, K. C. B. 
Captain General and Governor of the 
Leeward Islands, &c. &c. &e. 
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(Third Inclosure in No. 39.) 
Affidavit of Robert Jackson. 
ROBERT JACKSON, a native of the County of Durham, in England, 


does make oath and declare, that he arrived at this Port on board a Dutch 
schooner belonging to Surinam, called the 4urora, C.H. Andres, Master, on 
board of which the Deponent was shipped at Surinam as a scaman, in the 
month of May last, and having gone in the vessel on a voyage to Martinique 
and back to Surinam, sailed avain from Surinam about the middle of August 
last, bound to Martinique and Maranhao, and, after being at tlic former, ar- 
rived at this latter Port of Maranhao on or about the fifth of October last, 
with a cargo of sundry articles from Martinique: that no other part of the 
cargo has been landed here except coffee and rum, and that the schooner has 
continued in this Port, with three Custom-House Officers on board, to the 
present date. And this Deponent further declares that he was requested 
by C. H. Andres to leave the vessel, but that the Deponent could not get his 
wages settled, and was forced to make an application at the British Consul’s 
Ofiice for the purpose, at which Office, the Deponent declared, and now again 
repeats on his solemn oath, that Thomas Wilson, one of the crew of the 
Aurora, informed the Deponent, that the Master of the said schooner told 
him (the said Thomas Wilson) that he was waiting here for the arrival of a 
Slave vessel, from which Slaves were to be taken on board the schooner 
Aurora, and that the Master would then proceed with them in the schooner 
towards Surinam, and smuggle them into that Colony. 


Sworn toin Maranhao, this) 
tenth day of December 1822, | 
before me, | 
ROBERT HESKETH, f | 
His Britannick Majesty's | Witness (Signed) IGNACIO VIEGA. 
Consul. J 


ROBERT JACKSON, 
his >¢ mark. 


Fourth Inctosure in No. 39.) 


Description of the Schooner Aurora, C. H. Andres, Master, arnncxed to the 
Agidavit made by Robcrt Jackson. 


A FORE top-sail schooner, about fifty or sixty tons; a great rake in her main- 
®nast ; mast heads white, anda new fore-sail ; American, and very sharp built; 
210 figure head ; painted black, with one white streak ; very low bulwarks, and 
~a trunk reaching from the break of the deck right aft to the companien head ; 
“<oppercd ; carries her boat on one side of the deck, and two small swivels on 
the tafferell. } 


(Lifth Inclosere ia No. 39.) 
ITs Majesty's Consué at Adauranham to the British Commissary Fudge at 


SUT INA. 


Sir, féuranhao, December 19, 1822. 


I HAVE to acquaint you that a Dutch schooner, called the #urora, C. 
Al. Andres, Master, belonging to Surinain, arrivedat this Port about the com- 
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mencement of October last, and that on the 10th instant, Robert Jackson, one 
of the crew, made an Affidavit at this Office, a copy of which I transmit in- 
closed. As niany circumstances induced me to suspect that the illicit pro- 
ceedings alluded to in the Affidavit would be atteinpted, and easily carried into 
effect, | availed myself of an opportunity to send the Deponent to Barbadoes, 
with a Letter to His Excellency Sir Henry Warde, suppusing that there was a ! 
chance of intercepting the Aurora, having been led to believe .that she would | 
continue in this port tor some days longer. 7 
I also intended to have induced another of the crew (Thomas Wilson,) to 
bs himself to you on his arrival at Surinam : 
ut the Aurora sailed most unexpectedly, two days after the vessel by 
which I had writicn to Barbadoes, and this not only destroyed every chance 
of intercepting her, but also prevented my having an opportunity of speaking 
to Thomas Wilson, the person mentioned in the Affidavit. | 
However, as you may have it in your power (aided by the information which 
| may be obtained from Robert Jackson,) to investigate the objects of the 
ao Aurora’s voyage to this Port, I now acquaint you that she sailed on the 
| 13th instant, in company with a Portuguese smack, rigged vessel, called the 
Mendengo. | | 
The Aurora cleared out for Surinam, and had her hold filled up with 
American flour, (which she took in here,) and sundry articles brought from 
Martinique; and it docs not appear that she had any Slaves on board, but I 
am informed that there were one hundred and cighty Slaves on board the 
. Portuguese smack that sailed with her, and that she cleared out for Para. 
There 1s every probability that Portuguese vessels have cleared out for Para 
from hence, and afterwards landed Slaves clandestinely in the Colony of Suri- 
nam, and this illicit proceeding cannot be prevented by the present regula- 
tions at this Port. 
| However, I have thought it my duty to give you this information, and to 
recapitulate to you the steps I have taken to intercept the Aurora, and 
though I fear that these steps are not likely to prove successful, still I pre- 
sume that the information, if it should not reach you in sufficient time to de- 
7 tect the Parties, will, at all events, be in some measure instrumental in lead- 
| ing you to take such preventive measures against a repetition of this illegal 
. proceeding as you may deem fit. | | : 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


- (Signed) ROBERT HESKETIH. 
L. E. Lefroy, Esq. &c. &c. &e. Surinam. 


pi —. | (Serth Inclosure in No. 39.) 


“he British Consul at Maranham to the Governor of Demerara and 
Lssequibo. 


SIR, Maranhao, December 19, 1822. 


THE inclosed Letter for the Commissary at Surinam, Edward Lefroy, 
I’sq. contains important information connected with the duties of his Off ce. 
I fecl solicitous for its safe and expeditious conveyance; and in thus taking 
the liberty of transmitting it to Your Excellency, I adopt the only satisfactory 
channel that offers for the communications [ am making. — Ne 

I have the honour to be, &c. | 
Signed ROBERT HESKETH. 


fhs Excellency Major-General Murray, _ es 
Governor of Demerara and Essequibo, | 


&e. &c. &c. 


Me 
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No. 40. 
The Earl of Clancarty to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received March 8 ) 


Sir, Brussells, February 25, 1823. 


IN obedience to the instructions conveyed in your Despatch of the 18th_ 
instant, and, with its Inclosures, received here on the 21st, I have addressed | 
the Notes, of which the inclosed are copies, to His Excellency M. Le Baron 
de Nagell. 

The Papers conveyed to His Excellency, with the first Note, are those 
which accompanied your Despatch to me of the 28th of January last, for 
the information of this Government, with respect to the Acts aa particular 
Forms under which the Registration of Slaves has been carried into effect by 

His Majesty’s Government. | 
\ The continued indisposition of His Excellency M. Falck, the Colonial 
4 Minister, may possibly postpone the deterimination of this Government upon 
the suggestion made to them under your instructions, by my Note of 30th . 
November last, (sent home in my Despatch of the 3d December,) for the — 
adoption of Slave Registries. : 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
| (Signed) CLANCARTY. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, | 
ie. &e. &ec. 


(First Inclosure ¢n No. 40.) 
The Earl of Clancarty to The Baron de Nagell. 


Brussells, February 22, 1823. 


THE Undersigned, &c. &c. has the honour to acquaint M. de Nagell that 
Charles Beverley, a Slave-trader, whose escape from prison in the Colony - 
of Surinam, to which he had been committed as having effected a smuggling | 
importation of Slaves, was notified in the Note addressed to M. de Nagell on 
the 30th of November last, has been again arrested and re-committed to gaol. 

The British Government has, however, received information that it is not in- 
tended by the Authorities in that Settlement to proceed against him as a Slave- 
trader, though taken, as it were, in the very fact ; the proofs against him are full 
and incontrovertible ;—and why ? Because, forsooth, he has, subsequently to 
the first seizure of himself and vessel by the Police Officers, obtained Papers 
from Martinique, asserting that the Negroes then unported were resident in 
that Island since September 1818—Papers which, if even the fact of such 
residence could justify the purchase and trade in any Slaves by Dutch sub- 
jects under the Treaty, M. de Nagell wiil not fail to consider could be fur- 
nished with equal facility, and with equal truth, so as to cover every im- 
portation of Slaves into Surinam; cven those brought direct, or with very 
little deviation of course, immediately from the Coast of Africa. 

But the Court of the Netherlands is fully aware that no residence therein, 
or any thing else, can justify or even paliiate any act of Slave importation 
from any foreign Colony or Place whatsoever. 7 | 
The strong assurances given to the Court of Great Britain, through the 
Undersigned, upon this subject, under the commands of His Netherlands 
Majesty, and more especially by M. de Nazcll’s Note of the 16th of January 
182% confirmed and still further strengthened at a Conference held with His 
Exeellency The Minister of the een qu the 21st of March following, 
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_ his crtmtnal violations of a most solemn Compact, t 
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afford ample satisfaction as to the,just canstruction placed by this Court on 
the very clear stipulations of the Treaty in this respect, and have confidently 
Serum the British Government that, subsequently to the Ist of July 1821, 
it wauld have been impossible, after detection, for any Person with impunity 
to have effected such importation ; 

Nevertheless, the ilhicit import into Surinam, by Charles Beverley, now 
under consideration, was effected in the latter end of the mouth of March, or 
in the course of the month of April, 1822. | 


‘The bare statement of these dates, drawn as they are from positive depo-_ 
sitiors, the Undersigned is persuaded will be quite sufficient to efieit from | 


this Government the most immediate and emptory orders to the Authn- 


rities of Surimam, that the delinquent, Charles Beverlcy, shall be brought to . 
justice for the fout offeuce of which he has been guilty ; or if the penal Laws . 


should not yet have been rendered sufficiently ele adequately to punish 
i 


name of his Court, calls upon that of the Netherlands, under the first 


Article of the Treaty, to render them of sufficient force to repress the repetition - 


ofthe evil. In the latter alternative, the Undersigned also rectaims. the dy 
livery up of the said Charles Beverley, asa British subject, to be dealt with 


under the British Laws for this offence ; the case of Beverley bemg the same _ 


in principle as that which tormed the interehange of Notes between the 
Undersigned and M. de Nagelt, dated respectively the 26th of February and 
the 26th of March 1821. ; | 

The Undersigned further renews the request made to this Government in- 
his Note of the 30th of Novemher last, that the wretched Negrocs who formed 
the importation made by Beverley, and whe are twenty-two in number, may 
be taken into His Netherlands Majesty’s service, and employed as servants or 
free labourers, under the humane principle of the ‘Treaty between the ‘Two 
Crowns. t 

‘The Undersigned has further received the commands of The King, His 
Master, again to impress upon Elis Majesty The King of the Netherlands, the 
great advantage which would result from the establishment of Slave Registrics 
within the Colonies, as proposed by the Note above referred to, of the 3oth 
of November last, upon this. subjeet. — : : : 

The Undersigned bas received various Papers containieg the original Orders ° 
in Council for the establishment of Registries, the Forms, and Cotfomieal and - 
Home Acts adopted by: the British Government upon this sebject, which be - 
has now the. hopowr to-imelose for the information et this Gourt, and whch - 
would have already been transmitted, had it not been for the imdispesition of ° 
Tis Excellency The Minister of the Colonies. | : 
| | The Undersigned, &e. 


Els Excellency M. Ee Baron de Nagell, 
&e. &e. &e. 


(Second Inatosure in No. 40.) 
The Earl of Clancarty to M. Le Baron de Nagel. ; 


Brussels, February 22, 18:23. 


The Undersigned, &c. &c., regrets the necessity under which he has 
received the commands of ‘Fhe King, Mis Master, again to address ME. de 
Nagcll upon the subject of the Slave Trade. : 

From information received by his Court, he has been dtrected! to state, that - 
contraband importations of Slaves still continue to take place in the Colony of 
Surinam. | ge eS 


e Undersigned, in the _ 


(Signed) €LANCARTY. 
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He has the honour herewith to inclose, for the information of this Govern- 
ment, the copy of a Deposition taken upon this subject in the Colony, and also 
the copies of two Letters, the last addressed to the Governor, from Captain 
Edwins Rich, of His Majesty’s sloop of war the Buséard. 

These papers give sufficient reason to fear that a vessel, named the Herma- 
phrodite, has succeeded in disembarking a very considerable number of Slaves 
at Surinam. , 

Upon receiving this information (the whole of which was imparted to him) ' 
the Governur immediately sent down a party of soldicrs to the spot: the vessel 
had, however, disappeared before their arrival, but, from the appearance of a 
Negro encampment upon the shore, there seems to have been sufficient reason 
to apprehend that she had succeeded in disembarking her eargo. Exertions 
wvere madc, and with the assistance of Heimraad, to discover and trace the 
Parties concerned in this transaction, and to gain information as to tlre Person 
or persons yn whose power or custody the newly landed Negroes were ; but 
abese had proved ineffectual. 

Whether the attempt of effecting a contraband landing of Staves, recorded 
an the above information, was successful of net, this Governnrent will not fail 
to deduce from it: — ‘4 : : 

First, ane@ prmcipally, the necessity of adopting Stave Registrics, fromwhence * 

alone all sihcit addstions to the Slave population ean be eficctually detected. 

Secondly, and more especiably, till these Registries shall come into full ’ 

Operation, the poe of endeavouring to prevent all attempts to land cargoes - 
Of Negirdes om the Coast, and stationing a sufficiert number of sitips of war 
ur pon tlre Coast, veith orders to the Governor to employ them im watching the 
Coast, and w preventing all illicit debarkations of Slaves. Upon this last 
subject it appears, by the information received by the British Government, 
that, subsequently to the month of May last, no Dutch man of war has ap- 
Peared upon the Surinam Statron, and that His Excellency the Governor 
«cleclares his utter inability to prevent the coptmaance of a clendestine Slave - 
“rade without naval assistance. ae 

From the great length of the Coast of Surinam, and the number of crecks 
iz stant from observation, it is indced self-evident that till the establishment 
arad full operation of Colonial Registries of Slaves, it would be impossible to 
Prevent the clandestine irtroduction into that Colony, except by adequaie 
maval means.- And though sucls means, at the disposat of ‘the former 
Governor, were unexercised by him, hopes are entertained that in the hands 
of M.-de Veer, such essential aid may become effectual. 

Another instance of a very considerable.debarkation of Slaves on the Coast 
of. Surinem, and the tact of which cannot be controverted, will appear from. 
the inclosed cop” of a Letter from the Licatenant Governor of Berbice to Earl 
Basthurst, and the copy of the log-book of The United States ship Olive 
LF zeanch, therewith conveyed: whence it will appear that, from the 15th to the 
1 eh of November last, soure five hundred new African Negroes were landed 
am that Colony. 

"Fhe Undersigned is well assured that these facts will induce immediate and , 
a dhe quate exertions upon the part of this Government to obviate the evil. He 
has hed the honour to sugcest for the consideration, and as he hopes for the — 
2d option of His Netherlands Majesty, the means by which it may be effectually 
prevented in future; andrelying upon the sincere and strenuous co-operation of 
thas Court with that of Great Britain, by the adoption of those measures 
Ww hich have from experience been found adequate to effect the ooject in view, 

he trusts that the Subjects of both may be absolutely deterred from taking any 
Part hereafter in a trade which is a disgrace to all humanity. 
He l:as the honour to be, &ce. 
FTis ca 8 M. Le Baron de Nagel, (Signed) CLANCARTY. 
| x &c. &c. 
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. No. 41. 
The Earl of Clancarty to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received March 8.) 


Sir, | Brussells, February 25,1823. 


I HAD the honour of receiving your Despatch of the 18th instant, 
(with its Inclosures) on the 21st instant. | oe 

By this I am commanded to communicate the Papers therewith transmitted 
to the Netherlands Government, and to request them to send out to their 
Colonial Authorities, directions to take measures for preventing the intended 
infraction of the Treaty. 

As the 4urora is stated in Mr. Hesketh’s Letters to have sailed from 
Maranhao for Surinam on the 13th of December last, I should fear, no 
orders, however expeditiously forwarded from hence, could now reach Surinam 
in sufficient time to have any effect in impeding the objcct of that voyage, . 
whether the suspicions entertained of it were correct or othet wise. 

‘The Letter trom Mr. Hesketh to the Commissary Judge at Surinam, 
dated 19th December 1822, it is, however, to be hoped, may have arrived at its | 
destination carly enough to warn the Colonial Authorities at that Settlement, 
and to induce them to adopt efficient measures to prevent any illicit debarka- » 
tion of Negroes on the Coast, which might have been the intended purpose of 
that voyage. 

The Note of which the accompanying Paper is a copy, has been addressed 
by me to M. Le Baron de Nagell upon this subject, in consequence of your 
Instructions, and with it were transmitted to His Excellency, copies of Mr. 
Hesketh’s Letters conveyed to me in your Despatch. 


Iam, &c. | 
(Signed) CLANCARTY. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 
&c. &ec. &c. 


(Inclosure in No. 41.) 
The Earl of Clancarty to M. Le Baron de Nagell. 


Brussells, February 23, 1823. 
THE Undersigned, &c. &c. has the honour to state to His Excellency M. 


de Nagell, that he has received instructions to communicate the accompany- 
ing Papers, in which strong grounds of suspicion were conveyed that a Dutch 
schooncr, the urora, C. H. Andrcs, Master, belonging to Surinam, has 
been, and probably is employed in smuggling Negroes into that Colony. 
The Undersigned is further instructed to request that such directions may 
be sent out by this Government to its Colonial Authorities as may induce 
a sufficient degree of vigilance over this vessel in particular, and also the 
adoption of all necessary measures for preventing any infraction or intended 
infraction of the Treaty. 
The Undersigned, &c. 

(Signed) = CLANCARTY. 
Lhis Excellency M. Le Baron de Nagell, —, 

&e. &c. &e. 


4.8 


NETHERLANDS. 53 


No. 42. 


The Earl of Clancarty to Mr. Secretary Canning —(Recetved March 8.) 


Siz, Brussells, February 25 4 823. 


HIS Majesty’s Ratifications of the further additional Article to the Treaty 
cof the 4th of May 1818, signed at Brussells on the 25th ult. arrived here 


eon the 23d instant. 


In pursuance of your Instructions I have this morning exchanged these 
Ratifications against those of The King of the Netherlands, which are here- 
swith transmitted, together with the usual certificate of the said exchange 


‘having been duly made, signed and sealed by M. Je Baron de Nagel] and 


“me, a duplicate of which was at the same time executed and delivered to 
His Excellency. 
I have the honour to be, &c. : 
: (Signed) CLANCARTY. 
The Right Hon. George — Pes 
C. 


Se. &e. 


| No. 43. 
The Earl of Clancarty to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received March £4.) 


Sir, Brussells, Mareh 21, 1823. 


I HAVE the honour to refer you to my Despatch of the 25th of February 
“Hast, and to the copy of the Note (therewith transmitted) addressed by me, 
‘uinder your instructions, to M. le Baron de Nagell on the 23d ult., .respecting 
sthe suspicions entertained of the Dutch ship 4urora, C. H. Andres, Master, be- 
sang epgaged in an illicit Trade in Slaves between Brazil and Surinam. 

The answer of the Netherlands Government to this Note was received by 
une on Wednesday evening last; a copy of it is herewith inclosed for your 
sanformation, and it appears to me to afford all the assurance we could have 
-expected in this instauce. | - 

I remain, &c. | : 
(Signed) CLANCARTY. 
the Light Hon. George Canning, | 


&e. &c. &e. 


(Inclosure in No. 43.) 
The Baron de Nagell to The Eari of Clancarty. 


Bruxelles fe 19 Mars, 1823. 


LE Soussigné, &c. a eu soin de mettre sous les yeux du Roi, son Maitre, 
tes Documens que Son Excellence Le Comte de Clancarty, &c. lui avait fait 
i*honneur de lui communiquer le 23 Fevrier dernier, et suivant lesqucls le navire 
£° Aurore, Capitaine C. H. Andres, est soupconné de servir a introduire frau- 
<luleusement, Wun des Ports du Brésil, des Négres a Surinam; ainsi que la 

demande Wexpédier 4 cette Colonie lordre de surveiller particuliérement le 


uiavire susdit et de prendre les mesurcs propres 4 prévenir la contrebande dont 
on Ie soupconne. 
Pp 


* 
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Le Soussigné vient d’étre chargé d’informer Son Excellence Le Comte de 
Clanearty, que Le Roi, déférant 4 cette invitation, a autorisé le Ministre des 
Colonies d’enjoindre au Gouverneur de Surinam de faire du navire l'Aurore, 


objet dune stricte surveiNance, 
(Signé) A. W. C. DE NAGELL. 


Son Excellence Le Comte de Clancarty, 
Se. Se. Ec. 


CInclosure in No. 43.) 


The Baran de Nagell ta The Eurl of Clancarty. 


(Translation.) Brussells, March 19, 1823. 


THE Undersigned, &e. has not failed to lay before The King, his Master, 
the Documents which His Excellency Lord Clancarty did him the honour 
to communicate to him on the 23d of February last, and according to which 
the ship 4urora, C. H. Andres, Master, is suspected of being engaged in frau- 
dylently introducing Negroes from one of the Brazilian Ports into Surinam ; 
and which contains a request that orders may be transmitted to that Colony 
for a watchful eye to be kept upon the above vessel, and that such measures 
be taken as shall prevent the contraband traffick of which she is suspected. 

The Undersigned has been directed to inform His Excellency Lord Clan- 
earty, that The King, complying with this request, has authorized the Colonial 
Minister to instruct the Governor of Surinam to cause the Aurora to be 


strictly watched. | 
: Signed) NAGELL, | 

His Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, : 

&e. &c. &e. 


No. 44. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to The Earl of Ciancarty. 


My Lorn, Forcign Office, March 25, 1823. 
I INCLOSE to Your Excellency the copy of a Letter of the 23d of De- 


cember 1822, from His Majesty’s Commissary Judge at Surinam, stating 
that in the month of November last the American schooner Oltve Branch, 
Captain Boyd, was forcibly employed im landing a cargo of five hundred 
African Slaves, about twenty miles to windward of Bram’s Point, in the Co- 
lony of Surinam. | 

Voir Excellency .will have the goodness to communicate these.facts to the 
Netherlands Government. It is hoped that such orders will be forthwith issued 
thereupon, to their Colonial Authoritics, as the case appears to require, and 
as may prevent the recurrence of these flagrant infractions of the Treaty 


between the Two Coantries. | 
: I-am, &c. 
(Signed): GEORGE CANNING. 
His Excellency The — of Clancarty, G.C. B. 

Ce &e. 
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No. 45. 
The Earl of Clanearty te Mr. Secretary Canning —(Received March 31.) 


Sir, Brussells, March 28, 4823. 


REFERRING you to my Despatch of the 3d of December last year, and 
ao the copy of the Note, therewith inclosed, addressed by me to M. le Baron 
«le Nagell on the 30th of November 1822, im obedience to ycur preceding 
anstructions; I have now the honour to transmit, for your information, the copy 
of a Note from His Excellency, dated and received on the 26th instant, con- 
weying a preliminary answer upon the subject of the communication made by 
ane to this Government, in consequence of Mr. Lefroy’s reports of September 
Last from Surinam. 

I have further, and in addition to the Papers above referred to, to solicit 
your attention to a Note addressed by me to M. le Baron de Nagell on the 
422d of test month, a copy of which was transmitted for your information in 
any Despatch of the 25th of February of this year. 

As arising out of these Documents, a second Note, dated the 26th instant; 
wvas received by me from His Excellency on that day. 

This likewise is of a preliminary nature, referring to expected intelligence 
#rom Surinam, for the purpose of thereon founding a final answer. 

The Paper herewith paclored is a copy of this last Note. 

| Tam, &c. | 
(Signed) CLANCARTY: 
Dhe Right Hon. George Canning, : : 
Ge = &e. Sc. 


(First Fnclosure in No. 45.) 
The Baron de Nagell to The Eart of Clanearty. 


Bruwelles, le 26 Adars 1823. 


LA Note que Son Excellence Le Comte de Clancarty, &e. a fait Fhonneur 
«¥adresser au Soussigné le 30 Novembre dernier, 2 été soumise de suite au Roi, 
«>t communiquée par ordre de Sa Majesté au Ministre des Colonies pour ré- 
«3 uérir ses informations. | 

Cet Office coincide pour lessentiel, avec les rapperts du Gouverneur de Suri- 
Xr am, quant au trafiquant d’esclaves Beverley. 

- Seulement on devrait en inférer que le Fi iscal aurait restitué, sous caution, 
Hees Négres au Consignataire; tandis que par les rapports du Gouverneur De 
“Weer, qui vont jusqu ’au 30 Septembre 1822, mais qut n’ont été recus ici qn’au 
xnois de Fevrier dernier, le Fiscal doit avoir demandé un détachement pour 
za Bier au Plantage Good Inters, dans le district Nickerie, enlever ces Négres qu'on 
Prdsumait pouvoir s’'y trouver. Ce détachement se rendit de suite 4 Nickerie: 
¥raais ici se terminent les rapports, ou proprement le journal du Gouverneur, et 
Gblige d’en attendre la suite pour apprendre le résultat des perquisitions et si 
les Négres ont pd étre séquestrés ou non par le Fiscal. 

Le journal du Gouverneur pour le dernicr trimestre de 1822, donnera donc 
vraisemblablement des éclawcissemens 4 ce sujet: mais aussi jusqu’a cette 
€pdque, il est impossible de répondre positivement a cette partie de l’Office de 
Son Excellence Le Comte de Clancarty. 

Il en est de méme par rapport 4 la demande s’1l.y a cu d’autres sujets 

Anglais impliqués dans laffaire de Beverley; le Ministre des Colonies doit 
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attendre d’étre instruit du résultat des procédures, qui se poursuivent contre le 
prénommé, les piéccs mémes du procés fourniront les renseignemens désirés 
par Son Excellence. 
_ En attendant donc l’arrivée de toutes les informations ultérieures, concern- 
ant les divers objets de l’Office précité de Son Excellence, Le Soussigné a été 
chargé de lui communiquer provisoirement ces éclaircissemens en se reférant 
ailleurs & la Note ci-jointe. | 
| Ila, &c. 
(Signé) A. W. C. DE NAGELL. 
Son Excellence Le Comte de Clancarty, , 

&e. &e. &c. 


(First: Inclosure in No. 45.) 
The Baron de Nagell to The Earl of Clancarty. 


(Translation.) Brussells, March 28, 1823. 
THE Note which His Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, &c. did The 


Undersigned the honour to address to him on the 30th of last November, was 
forthwith laid before The King, and communicated by His Majesty’s command 
to the Minister of the Colonies to obtain the necessary intormation. 

This Note corresponds in effect with the Reports of the Governor of Surinam 
respecting the Slave-dealer Beverley. 

_ Itcan only be inferred from it that the Fiscal had restored the Negroes to 
the Consignee on security, whilst, by the Reports of the Governor De Veer, u 
to the 30th of September 1822, but which were not received here until the 
month of February last, the Fiscal had demanded a detachment to proceed to 
the Plantation Good Inters, in the district of Mckerte, and to bring away the 
Slaves which it was presumed might be found there. This detachment pro- 
ceeded forthwith to Mickerie, but here the reports, or rather the journal, 
of the Governor, terminate, and oblige us to wait for further intelligence, to 
learn the result of the inquiry, and whether or not the Negroes could have 
been eonfiscated by the Fiscal. 

_ The journal of the Governor for the last quarter of the year 1832, will 
probably throw some light on this subject ; but until its arrival it is impossible 
to reply positively tothat part of the Note of His Excellency The Earl of 
Claucarty. oe 

It is equally impossible to reply to the question, whether there were any 
other British subjects implicated in the affair of Beverley: the Minister of 
the Colonies expects to be informed of the result of the pruccedings which are 
in progress against Beverley; the documents of the process will furnish 
the information desired by His Exceflency. 
~ Whilst expecting the arrival of further information concerning the several 
subjects of the aforesaid Note of His Excellency, the Undersigned has 
been charged to communicate to him these .explanations, referring him at the 

same time to the accompanying Note. , 

He has, &c. | 
(Signed) A. W. C. DE NAGELL. 
His Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, 
&e . &. ~~ &e. 
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(Second Inclosure in No. 45.) 


The Baron de Nagell to The Earl of Clancarty. 
Bruxelles, le 26 Mars 1823. 
SON Excellence Le Comte de Clancarty, &c. &c. par la Note qu’il a fait 


Thonneur d'adresser au Soussigné le 22 Fevrier dernier, a communiqué la 
nouvelle arrestation de Charles Beverley, qui s’était évadé de sa prison a Su- 
rinam, et transmet les réprésentations du Gouvernement Anglais, contre 
intention présumée des Autorités Coloniales de ne pas poursuivre cet individu’ 
comme trafiquant d’Esclaves; réclame en ce cas son extradition comme 
sujet Anglais ; demande Il’affranchisement des Esclaves répris sur lui; et 
enfin en prend occasion au insister du nouveau sur la nécessité de I’éta- 
dlissement de Régistres d’Esclaves, 4 l'instar de ceux adoptés par le Gouverne- 
ment Anglais, doat Son Excellence communique les réglemens. 

Le Gouvernement des Pays-Bas n’a pu qu’apprendre avcc satisfaction, la 
nouvelle preuve de vigilance déployéc par le Gouverneur de Surinam, et 
que les mesures telles qu'il les avait mises en usage, avaient été sutfisantes 
pour atteindre leur but. Mais il se voit obligé, d’4illeurs a se référer 4 POtice 
de ce jour, dans lequel il lui communique que les rapports recus du Gouver- - 
neur De Veer, ne vont que jusqu’au 30 Septembre 1822, et qu’aussi long-tems 
aque des informations officielles ultérieures ne seront pas parvenues au Gou- 
wernement des Pays-Bas, il lui est impossible de donner encore de réponse 
définitive, tant au sujet des poursuites contre Beverley, qu’a légard du ré- 
<couvrement et de Ja destination de ses Négres. 

Cependant, daprés lintérét que le Gouvernement Anglais annonce prendre - 
&% l'affaire, Le Roia ordonné d’anticiper a cet égard, sur la réception des rap- 
ports attendus; et d’en faire objet immédiat d'une correspondance avec le - 
“Gouvernement de la Colonie. Si contre toute attente et méme. toute pro- 
Habilité, les informations réquises ici, pouvaient confirmer les présomptions 
«qjue la fraude de Beverley resterait impunie, le Gouvernement Anglais peut 
«tre sur qu'il trouvera celui des Pays-Bas pleinement disposé 4 justifier par 
Aa promptitude et la nature de ses mesures, sa fidélité 4 maintenir ses engage- 
amens avec |’Angleterre. | _ | 

L'établissement des Régistres d’Esclaves 4 Surinam, récommandé par le - 
“Gouvernement Britannique, n’a pas moins fixé |’attention de Sa Majesté ; et 
Ze Ministre des Colonies a été autorisé, cn eonséquence, de réquérir au plus 
aét du Gouverneur et de la Cour de Police de Surinam, toutes les informations 
3propres a éclairer-et a diriger le Gouvernement dane ses délibérations sur cet 
-objet, dant le résultat sera communiqué au Gouvernement Anglais. 

Le Soussigné, &c. 
(Signé) A. W. C. DE NAGELL. 


sSon Excelience Le Comte de Clancarty, | 
&e. &ec. c | 


(Second Inclosure in No. 45.) : 
The Baron de Nagell to The Earl of Clancarty. 


(Translation.) - Brussells, March 26, 1823. ° 


HIS Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, &c. &c. by the Note which he did 
the Undersigned the honour to address to him on the 22d of February last, 
<communicated. the re-arrest of Charles Beverley, who had escaped trom prison, 
at Surinam, and transmits the representations of the British Government, 
sagainst. the presumed intention of = Colonial Authorities not to proceed 
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against that individual as a Slave-dealer ; claiming in this case his delivery up 
as a British subject ; demanding the liberation of the Slaves taken from him ; 
and availing himself of the opportunity to insist anew upon the necessity of 
establishing Slave Registries, on the principle of those adopted by the British 
Government, of which His Excellency communicates the emulations, 

The Government of the Netherlands could not but learn with satisfaction, 
the new proof of vigilance displayed by the Governor of Surinam, and that 
the measures which had been adopted had been sufficient to attain their end. 
But it is obliged at the same time to refer to the Note of this day, in which it 
is stated that the Reports received from the Governor De Veer, go no farther 
than the 30th of September 1822, and that until further official information 
shall reach the Government ot the Netherlands, it will be impossible for it: 
to give any definitive answer, either on the subject of the proceedings against | 
Beverley, or with regard to the recovery and destination of his Negroes. | 

However, in consequence of the interest which the British Government 
declares itself to take in this affair, The King has directed that it shall be pro-' 
ceeded in before the arrival of the expected Reports, and that it shall be made 
the immediate subject of a correspondence with the Government of the Colony.’ 
If, in spite of every hope, and even every probality, the information required 
here should confirm the presumption that the fraud of Beverley would pass 
unpunished; the British Government may rest assured that it will find that of 
the Netherlands fully disposed to prove, by the promptitude and the nature of 
its measures, its fidelity in maintaining its engagements with Great Britain. 

The establishment of Slave Registrics at Surinam, recommended by the 
British Government, has not less excited the attention of His Majesty; and the 
Minister of the Colonies has been authorized in consequence to require, as’ 
soon as possible, of the Governor and the Court of Police of Surinam, all the 
necessary informations to enlighten and direct the Government in its delibera- 
tions on this subject, the result of which shall be communicated to the British 


Government. 
The Undersigned, &c. 
| (Signed) A.W.C. DE NAGELL. 
His Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, 


&e. &e. | &c. 


7 No. 46. 
The Earl of Clancarty to, Mr. Secretary. Ganning—( Recewwed April 5.) . - 


Sir, —_ Brussells, March 31, 1823. 


HEREWITH inclosed [shave the. honour to transmit, for your information, 
the copy of a Note, dated and received by me.the.day before yesterday, from, 
M. Ic Baron de Nagell. , | | 

This Note, so far as it relates to an alledged disembarkation of Negroes on 
the Coast of Surinam, from the ship Hermaphrodite, and also to the applica- 
tion therein made for a Dutch.Naval force to. be.sent to Surinam, is an answer 
to my Note of the 22d of February last, a copy of which was forwarded to 
you with my Despatch, of the.25th ultimo. : 

Upon the first of these subjects this Court seems, from the report of their 
Governor of Surinam, to,draw the conclusion, that though aw. illicit attempt 
to introdyce Slaves into. that Colony, from, the Hermaphrogite :might, haye 
ek ee et that it had altogether proved abortive. - ” . 

' Between the evidence, stated in, M, de -Nagell’s Note ag received. from. the., 
Goxernor, and the facts connected.wjth this cage,as,conveyed by.Mr. Lefroy’s., 


Despatch to Mr. Planta of the 24th.of October ;1822,. there. appears to.beno.. 
; ee, Bots Sh tate © vere ae og oe os 
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essential variance ; and though from these it might on the one hand, be too 
much absolutely to cunclude, that the negative proof was completely esta- 
blished ; vet on the other hand, there certainly exists no evidence hitherto 
furnished by which any introduction of Slaves from the Hermaphrodite cai be — 
assumed as proved. ‘Che main fact is still doubtful. 

Twe advantages, however, have proceeded from this case, the one, that it 
has additionally furnished a potent argument in favour of Colonial Registries, 
the other, that the conduct of the Governor of Surinam seems to have been 
marked with all the zeal upon this occasion, which the circumstances would 
admit, or which could have been reasonably expected. 

Upon the second part of M. de Nagell’s Note, it seems that there is a 
thorough agreement with us, in the necessity of having a Dutch Naval Force - 
stationed at Surinam; that the temporary absence of such Naval force was 
merely accidental, and that means hadalready been taken to supply this defect. 

Upon the whole, I am inclined to look upon this, in conjunction with His 
Excellency’s two Notes of the 26th instant, copies of which were forwarded 
an my Despatch of the 28th, as far as they proceed, with satisfaction ; because 
they seem to me, to indicate an increasing desire upon. the part of this Go~ - 
~wernment lovally to co-operate in the execution of their Treaty with us. 

| _ I remain, &c. | 
| (Signed) CLANCARTY, 
The Right Hon. George Canning. 7 e 
&c. &e. &e. 


‘(Inclosure in No. 46.) 


The Baron de Nagellto The Earl of Clancarty. | 
Bruxelles, le 29 Mars18°23. 


LE Roi, sous les yeux duquel le Soussigné avait placé la Note que Son 
Excellence le Comte de Clancarty, &c. &c. lui a fait Ihonneur de lui adresser le 
<22 Fevrier dernier, en a fait de suite donner communication au Ministre des 
“Colonies, et requis son rapport au sujet des plaintes, que cet Office renouvelleé 
<:ontre le Trafic illicite des Esclaves 4 Surinam. on 

L'Office de Son Excellence transmettait divers Documens destinés & constater 
I” existence de. ce trafic, et rélevait Pimpossibilité de s’y opposer 4 moins de 
4 ~envoi d'une force navale, et de l’établissemnent de Registres d’Esclaves. _ 

Le débarquement supposé d’un certain nombre d’Esclaves parle Navire l Her- 
zzzaphrodite, est le fait le plus Dena que la Note articule; c’est aussi le seul 
star lequel le Gouverneur De Veer, dans sa depéche du 31 d’Octobre de l'année 
Passée (mais qui n’a été recue qu’au mois de Fevrier dernier) fournisse quel- 
<ques informations. Jusques ici le Ministre des Colonies n’a aucune con- 
yaqissance des autres inculpations ; et dans l’attente des lumiéres que les rap- 
Ports ultérieures attendus de Surinam pourront donner sur elles, c’est donc a 
ce fait unique qu'il s'’est vu obligé de se restreindre. 

Selon la depéche précitée du Gouverneur De Veer, au commencement du 
¥ra-wis' d’Octobre dernier, un bric de Guerre Atglais fut signalé 4 ’embouchure 
he«|a-riviere de Surinam: le 8 du méme mois, Ie Sieur Lefroy, Juge en la 
© Gur Mixte, accompagné da Commandant du bric, se rendit aupres du Gou-: 
verneur; et lui donna connoissance par écrit des motifs qui faisaient soupconner 
<7wun batiment sous: Pavillon Francais, ancré ala hautcur de la ‘crique Wa 
ra pa, aurait intention de débarquer fraudulcusement des Négres. ee. 

Gouverneur ehvoya'sans delai un détachement sur les lieux, avet ordre 
de: s'opposer a tout débarquément, et, supposé qu'il s’en fut deja effectué'avane 
son arrivée, d'aller ¥la-rechérche, et dans tous le’: cas ‘de ne revenir qu’apres>. 
8’Gtre assuré du depart du navire suspect. ss 
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Le rapport de ’Officier Commandant fat, que sa coursea vait été infructueuse, 
qu'il n’avait ricn découvert, que les patrouilles le long de la Céte entre 
Warappa ct Matopicca n’avoient trouvé que quelques vestiges d'une espéce de 
campement, au sujet desqucls ni les perquisitions ouveites, ni tes informa- 
tions récueillics sous main, auprés de quelques Négres des Plantations du 
Voisinage, dans l’cspérance que ceux-ci seratent le plus en état et le mieux 
Alisposés a faire des révélations, avarent abouti 4 men. Le Gouverneur De Veer, 
m’en avait pas moins cru devoir communiquer ces details et ces présomptions 
aux Autorités des endroits designés, avec ordre de renouveller les perquisitions 


_dans tout le district, mais le resultat en avait été également infructueux et tous - 


des renseignemens donnés furent reconnus inexacts. Le Gouverneur en in- 
forma par écrit le Juge Lefroy, en lui exprimant sa satisfaction que les soup- 
cons ne se fussent pas réalisés, mais que c’etait un nouvel avcrtissement du peu 
de fond qu'il y avait a faire sur les informations recues. 

L'activité et le zéle du Gouverneur ont remplis les ordres réiterés du Roi, 
de s‘opposer avec toute l’énergie possible au Trafic des Esclaves, lui ont merité 
les éloges du Gouvernement Anglais. Et id n’y a aucun lieu de douter, qu'il 
n’approtondisse, avec le méme soin les autres présomptions mentionnées dans 
l'Office de Son Excellence le Comte de Clancarty. 

Quant aux deux moyens de repression proposés dans cet Office, le Soussigné 
se permettra de se reférer 4 sa Note du 26 de ce mois pour ce qui régarde 
l'établissement de Registres d’Esclaves, et se bornera ici 4 IJ’article de la 
~ necessité d'une force navale. 

I] peut avoir l’honneurdecommuniquer 4 Son Excellence quefenvoi d'un bati- 
ment armé dans ces parages adeja été prescritil y’a longtems, ct sans l’accident 
arrivé au bric De Merkuur, quia été jeté ala céte a Curacao, lebric De Zwalurr, 
aurait pu remplir pleinement sa destination primitive pour Surinam, mais 
quoi qu'il en soit, par le depart du bric De Lendrugt,et Tenvoi d’ hommes pour 
Je complettement de l’équipage du bric De Kempfaan, tous les obstacles qui 
ont empéché le batiment, de Zwalurr, de se rendre a Surinam doivent avoir 
été levés, et le Gouvernear De Veer se trouvera en état d’opposer la surveillance 
maritime desircé aux tentatives frauduleuses, contre lesquellcs leGouvernement 
Anglais a cru devoir appeler de nouveau I'attention du Gouvernement des 
Pays-Bas. , 

3 Le Soussigné, &c. &e. 


a (Signé) =A. W. C. DE NAGELL: 
Son Lacellence Le Comte de Cluncarty, | | 


&e. &e = &e. 


(Inclosure in No. 46.) 


The Baron de Nagell to The Earl of Clancarty,- 


(Translation.) . Brusselts, March 29, 1823: | 


THE KING, to whom the Undersigned submitted the Note which His 


‘Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, &c. &c. did him the honour of address-. 
ang to him on the 22d of February last, ordered it to be forthwith communt- © 
eated to the Minister for the Colonies, for his Report respecting the renewed ' 

m, contained in that * 


complaints against the illicit Traffick in Slaves at Surina 
official Paper. | 


His rpcvepe te Note transmitted various Documents to prove the exist-: 


ence of the traflick, and stated the impossibility of opposing it, effectually, 


except by sending a naval force, and establishing Registries for Slaves. | 


a a 
s 
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‘The. supposed ‘landing of a certain number of Slaves from the ship 
L Ffermaphrodite is the most positive fact particularized in the Note; it is 
Jikewise the only one upon which the Governor De Veer in his Despatch of 
the 3tst of October of last year (but which was only received in the month of 
February last) furnishes any intelligence. Up to the present time the Mi- 
aister for the Colonies has no knowledve of the other subjects of complaint, 
and _ waiting for the information which ulterior reports expected from Surinaw 
upom those matters may supply, he is for the present obliged to confine 
+dhimp self solely to the above case. 

4 ccording to the Despatch of the Governor De Veer, above referred to, at 
the’ beginning of last October, signals were made at the mouth of the river 
of Sunnan, of an English brig of war being in sight:—on the 8th of the 
sazrmae month, Mr. Lefroy, Judge in the Mixed Court, accompanicd by the 
Co mn mandet of the brig, waited on the Governor, and informed hin, in writing, 
of .t Ine reasons which led them to suspect that a vessel under French Colours 


was anchored off the creek Warappa, with the intention of landing Negroes 


frau dulently. - : 


_ “Kine Governor sent, without delay, a detachment to the spot, with orders to 
‘Op Pose any landing, and in case a-landing should have been etlected previous 


ito 1€s arrival, to go on the look out, and at all events not to return until it was 
| ascertained that the suspected vessel had departed. 


“E*he report of the Commanding Officer was, that his expedition had been 
unsuccessful ; that he had made no discovery ; that the Patroles stationed 
along ‘the Coast between Warappa and Matopicca had only found some 
rvestiges of a sort of encampment, respecting which, neither the publick 
-€au qurries, nor the private information which had been secretly collected from 
-Sev eral Negroes belonaine to the neighbouring Plantations, in the hope that 
‘these latter would: be more able and more disposed to make discoveries, had 
en of any avail. — 
- ~The Governor De Veer had, nevertheless, thought it his duty to communicate 
these details and these surmises to the Authorities of the Places described, 
“vith orders to renew thie researches throughout the district, but the result had 
been equally fruitless, and all the information given was found to be 
2 ®icorrect. : 

“The Governor acquainted Judge Lefroy of this, by Letter, expressing his 
Satisfaction that the suspicions had not been realized, but that it was an addi- 
£1Onal proof of the little reliance which could be placed on the informations 
“F€ceived. | a aT 

“Dhe activity and the zeal-of the Governor have fulfilled the reiterated com- 
PQands of The King to oppose the Slave Trade with all his energy ; and have 
*€xecrited the approbation of the British Government. And-there is not the 
Jeast room. to doubt that he will examine with equal care the other causes 
@f€ suspicion mentioned in the official Note of His Excelleney the Earl of 
€ lancarty.' » on io . a i ee 

_ - With regard to the two modes of repression therein proposed, the Under- 
S31 gened begs leave to refer.to his Note of the 26th instant, as far as relates to the 
_©Stablishing of Registries tor Slaves, and will confine himself to the article of 
© necessity of a naval force. He has the honour to inform His ExceHency 
+tiiat it has long since been determined upon to send an armed vessel into those 
latitudes, and but for the accident which befell the brig, de Merkuur, which 
Was wrecked onthe Coast of Curacao, the brig, de Zwalurr, would have reached 
ICS original destination, Surinam; but at all events, by the sailing of the brig, 
©radragt, and the draft of men to comvlete the crew of the brig, de Kem- 
Phaan, all the obstacles which have prevented the ship, de Zwalurr, trom sailing 
‘40r Surinam will have been removed, and the Governor De Veer will find 
Aimneelf in a situation to oppose the maritime check required, to the fraudulent 
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attempts, against which the English Government has again thought tt right to 
call the attention of the Government of the Netherlauds. 
The Undersigned, &e. &c. 
(Signed) A. W.C. DE NAGELL. 
His Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, 
| &e. 


&c. &c. 


No. 47. 7 
The Earl of Clancarty to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Recewed April 7.) : 


(Extract.) Brusselts, April 4, 1823.° 

I HAD yesterday the honour of receiving your Despatch of the 25th of 
‘March, with its Inclosures. . 
~ The only new fact which the Inclosures in that Despatch contain, is, that 
the landing of the Slaves was effected upon a particular point of the eoast, 

viz. about twenty miles to the Westward of Bram’s Point. | 
In the Note which I have addressed to M. de Nagell upon this subject, 
G copy of which is herewith inclosed), I have pointed out the additional 
fact, and endeavoured to press the whole of this subject, already under their 
consideration, upon the serious attentian of this Court. 
: T remain, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning. (Signed) CLANCARTY, 
(Inclosure in No. 47.) 


The Earl of Clancarty to The Baron de Nagel. 


ee = 3 Brussells, dpril A, 1823. 
_ THE Undersigned, &c. &c. has: the honour-to refer M. de Nagell to the latter 
‘part of a Note addressed to His Excellency by the Undersigned, upon 22d 
Fabiaary last, and to the two Inclosures therewith transmitted, respecting the 
debarkation of about five hundred new African Negroes in the month of No- 
yember last, in the Colony of Surinam. * The accompanying copies of Letters 
upon this subject have subsequently been received by His Majesty’s Govern: 
ment from the British Commissary Judge at that Scttlement ; and the Un- 
dersigned has received the-commands of The King, his Master, to.commu- 
nicate' the facts therein:conveyed té the Netherlands Government, as-serving 
to confirm the contents of the Inclosures transmitted in the Note above re- 
ferred to, with the additional. information, that the debarkation of these new 
African Negroes upon the Coast of Surinam, was effected about twenty: miles 
‘to the Westward of Bram’s Point. | 

As the facts of this case are incontrovertible, the Undersigned: has been 
nstructed:to press it most seriously upon the attention and immediate exertion 
of this.Government; to express the anxious hopes of that of Great ‘Britain; 

that such orders will be issued thereupon to the Netherlands Colonial Autho- 
ritics, as the case appears to require, and as may prevent the recurrence -of 
such infractions of the [reaty between the two Countrics ; -and he has further 
to request the attention of this Court to the reference made in both: his' Notes 
of the 22d February last, to the establishment of Colonial’ Registries, as a 
measure by which, in.conjunction with the strenueus efforts of the Govern- 
ment, and of their Authorities in their Settlements, effectual advantage may 
be derived in, putting down this execrable trafhck. a 

| | The Undersigned, &c. &e. 
ee M. le Baron de Nagell, (Signed) - CLANCARTY. 
FG y Ce 


&e. 
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No. 48. 
The Larl of Clancarty to Mr, Secretary Canning.—( Received April 10.) 


( Extract.) z Brussells, <fpril 8, 1823. 


I SEND herewith, for your information, the copy of a Note received 
by me on Saturday last from M. te Baron de Nagell, | 


(Signed CLANCARTY. 
The #€ight Hon. George Canning, | | 
C. &c. 


~_& &c. 


(CInctosure in Ne. 48.) 
dhe Baron de Nagell to The Earl of Clancarty. 


Bruxelles, le 5 Avril 1823. 


‘Le 19 Mars dernier, le Soussigné a eu I’honneur d’informer Son Excellence 
le Comte deClancarty, &c. que Le Roi, déférant a l’invitation du Gouvernement 
Angi ois, venait de faire recommander par le Ministre des Colonies, au Gouvet- 
neur We Veer a Surinam la surveillance age du navire 7 4urore, Capi-~ 
taine €©€.H. Andres, Maitre, soupconné de vouloir introduire frauduleusement 
des 3Esclaves dans cette ‘Colonie. | 

_. Par les deptches de ce Gouverneur, en date du 15 Janvier 1823, recues dans 
Pintervalle, il avait deja prévenira cet égard les ordres de Sa Majesté.. 
El y fait rapport que le Sieur Lefroy, Juge Anglois en la Cour Mixte 2 
2rimnam, Ini avait donné connoissance par écrit que, selon des avertissemens 
te tres de foi, mais dont il ne lui était _ permis ‘de revéler la source, le 

; Pitajne Andres, pendant sa relache 4 Maranham, aurait annoneé l’intention 
“* & tCtendre.dans ce Port un navire Négrier Portugais dont il transporteroit a 
‘SOrn - bord des: Esctaves pour les introduire en fraude 4.Surinam. | | 
,. “ul fit reponse au Juge, que bien que des informations anonymes, et des 
Ciesecours du Capitaine ree 4 un tiers, ne fussent pas des preuves demonstra- 
trw es; neanmoins la nature de ces inculpations, était trop grave pour ne pas en- 
&2 er a prendre les plus rigoreuses précautions:—qu’a cet effet, il avait de suite 
ttaan smis au Fiscal, copie de la Lettre du Sieur Lefroy, ainsi que d'une Procla- 
™@ tion antérieure de la Cour de Police de Demerary, y annexée, laquelle pro- 
™MC€ttait 500 livres sterlings, de récompense aux dénonciateurs de cés sortes de 
“© ®atatives; autorisant le Fiscal 4 instituer les perquisitions les plus exactes 
Pour parvenir a la découverte, la conviction et le chatiment des infracteurs de 

2 ¥.01 contre ce barbare trafic ;—et pressa le Sieur Lefroy de Ie mettre en état 
de Procurer au Fiscal des renseignemens.propres a seconder ses enquétes. 

Son Excellence Le Comte de Clancarty est invité & vouloir bien communi- 

Maer di son Gouvernement-cette nouvelle preuve du zéle du Gouverneur De 
Veer qui, sans s'arréter. absence de preuves dans les informations du Sieur 
©froy, avait rampli spontanément les instructions, et ses ordres itératits du Roi, 
piney Surveiller énergiquement le Trafic des Esclaves dans la Colonie de son res- 
Sert. : 

| Le :Soussigné, &c. 


(Signe) A. W.C. DE NAGELL. 


Sore Excellence. Le,Comte de Cluncarty, 
&e  — &ee. Be. oe 
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»*e 
(Inclosure in No. 48.) 
The Baron de Nagell to The Earl of Clancarty. 


(Translation. Brussels, April 5, 1823. 


ON:the 19th March last, the Undersigned had the honour to inform Elis 
Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, &c., that The King, in deference to the 
invitation of the English Government, had directed His Minister for the Colo- 
nies to instruct the Governor De Veer, at Surinam, to watch narrowly the ship 
P.durore, Captain C. H. Andres, Master, suspected of intending to introduce 
Slaves fraudulently into that Colony. . me 

It appears by Despatches from that Officer, dated the 15th January 1823, 
received in the interval, that he had anticipated His Majesty's commands in 
that respect. 

He reports therein that Mr. Lefroy, English Judge in the Mixed Court at 
Surinam, had represented to him, in writing, that, according to information 
worthy of credit, but the source of which he was not permitted to make known, 
Captain Andres during his touching at Maranham, had declared his intention 
of waiting at that Port the arrival of a Portuguese Slave-ship, in order to take 
somc Slaves on board his vessel, for the purpuse of landing them fraudulently 
at Surinam. pw ; 


~ 


That in reply, he informed the Judge tnat, although anonymous informations, . 
and the discourse of Captain Andres to a third person, did not constitute posi- - 


tive proofs; still the nature of the accusation was too serious not to induce 
him to adopt the most vigorous precautions: that with this view, he had 
forthwith transmitted to the Fiscal a copy of Mr. Lefroy’s Letter, as well as of 
a prior Proclamation of the Police Court of Demerary, promising a reward of 
five hundred pounds sterling to persons giving informa.ion of similar attempts ; 
empowering the Fiscal to instituc the most minute inquiry for the purpose of 


discovering, convicting and punishing the persons guilty of infringing the — 


Law ayainst so barbarous a tratlick :—he also urged Mr. Letroy to furnish him 

with data which micht assist the Fiscal in his investigation. 
a ae a es : eee 

His Excellency ‘The Earl of Clancarty is requested to have the goodness to 

communicate to his Government this fresh proof of the zeal of the Governor 

De Veer, who, notwithstanding the want of proof in the information of Mr. 

Lefroy, had spontaneously fuliilled the instructions and the repeated commands 


ef The King, diligently and narrowly te watch the Trathick in Slaves within 


the Colony under his control. | = 
ae Thé Undersigned, &e. = 

| (Signed) A. W.C. DE NAGELL. 
His Excellency The Earl of Clancarty, _ : 
&c. Se. Sc. ; 


No, 49. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 


My Lorps, Foreign Office, April 19, 1823. 


IN reference to the Letter addressed by the late Marquess of Londonderry 
to Your Lordships on the 19th of February 1819, inclosing copies of certain 
‘Treaties entered into with Foreign Powers for preventing illegal Slave Trade; 
I furnish Your Lordships with fifty copies of Articles signed at Brus- 
sells, December 31, 1822, and January 25, 1833,- explanatory of and addi- 


—_—- 


——— i 


oan 


a | 


a 


NETHERLANDS. | 65 


tional to the Treaty concluded at The Hague, May 4, 1818, between His 
Majesty and The King of the Netherlands for the prevention of that traffick. 
I am to signify to Your Lordships The King’s commands, that you do Issue 
to the Officers commanding His Majesty’s ships and vessels, such Instructions, 
in conformity with the purport of these Articles, as shall be judged necessary 
for more effectually carrying into execution His Majesty’s intentions in the 
stipula tions therein recorded. | 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


The Loa vds Commissioners of the Admiralty. 
&e. &e. &e. 


No. 50. 
Lord Francis Conyngham to Robert Wilmot, Esq. 


SiR, Foreign Office, April, 19, 1823. 


IN’ reference to the Letter from this Department of the 19th of February 
1819, axnclosing, for the information of Earl Bathurst, copies of the Treaties 
entered into with Foreign Powers for preventing illegal Slave Trade :—I am 
directed by Mr. Secretary Canning to send to you the ten copics accompanying 
this Letter, of Articles signed at Brussells, December 31st 1822, and January 
the 25 th 1823, explanatory of and additional to the Treaty concluded at the 
Hague, May the 4th 1818, between His Majesty and The King of the 
Netherlands, for the prevention of that traffick. 

im to request that you will submit to Earl Bathurst the propricty of com- 
MUkAuCating these Articles to the Colonial Authorities at Sierra Leone, and in 
the kreighbourhood of Surinam. I am, &c. 
hobex-2 Wilmot, Esq. (Signed) FRANCIS CONYNGHAM. 

Se. &e. &e. 


=— . / 
No. 51. 
J. W. Croker, Esq. to Lord Francis Conyngham. 


My Lorp, Admiralty Office, April 21, 1823. 


Pea) reference to Mr. Secretary Canning’s Letter to my Lords Commis- 
= **€rs of the Admiralty of the 19th instant, transinitting copies of some 
i Sa <anatory and additional Articles to the Treaty concluded with The King 
oy <= Netherlands on the 4th of May 1818, for the prevention of the Traffick 
of Laves, I am commanded by my Lords to aequaint you, for the information 
On; r. Canning, that their Lordships have instructed the Commanding 
rs <er of His Majesty's — on the Coast of Africa, to observe and carry 
rae ©ffect, so far as depends upon him, the stipulations contained in those 
ae C2 etles, and to give corresponding instructions to the Commanders of the 
vee US under his orders; and that Their Lordships have also directed the 
- SSe@1s, upon other Stations, which, under the Treaty of the 4th of May 1818, 
Sl, fa rnished with the Instructions relative to vessels engaged in a Traffick in 
cS under the Dutch flag, to be supplicd with copies of the additional 

"Ucles tor their information and guidance. 

Tam, &c. 
Lord Frencis Conyngham, (Signed) J. W. CROWER. 


eye. Ge. &e. 
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No. I. 
K.iionel Hervey; Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry. — (Received 
April 21.) 3 
“My Lorp, | Madrid, April 4, 1822. 


"WITH reference to Your Lordship’s Despatch of the 10th ultimo, 
G@irecting me to make application to the Spanish Government to forward 
sta ch Instructions to the Captains {of the Spanish Navy as may en- 
satole them to stop all ships engaged in the Slave Trade; I have to 
stzate that, ey spoken to M. Martinez de la Rosa, he desired that 
WL wvould address him a Note upon the subject, of which the inclosed is 
za copy. | | 

He told me last Saturday that he had referred my Note to the 
Wl inister of Marine, and that he hoped to be soon able to return me 
mas satisfactory answer. 

I have the honour, &c. 


, | (Signed) LIONEL HERVEY. 


"Whe Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
Kc. &c. &e. 


ial 
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(Inclosure in No. 1.) 
Lionel Hervey, Esq. to Don F. Martinez de la Rosa: 


Sir, Madrid, March 12, 1822 


I HAVE received instructions from my Government to express the 

satisfaction with which His Britannick Majesty has learnt, that the 

Spanish Commissioners at the Havannah have received Orders from their 

Government to carry punctually into effect, in all their proceedings, the 

stipulations of the Slave Trade Abolition Treaty; and that circular 

orders to the same effect have been received by the Captain-General. 

| the Admiral, and the Intendants, with directions to communicate the 
1 same to the several branches of their respective Departments. 

As, however, His Britannick Majesty’s Government have reason to 
| believe that the several Spanish vessels of war, cruizing in those seas, 
| are not furnished with the Special Instructions annexed to the Slave 

"Trade Treaty, to enable them to detain Slave-ships, agreeably to the sti- 

' poulations of the Treaty ; I am directed to suggest to Your Excellency 
the expediency of providing the Commanders of these vessels with such 
Enstructions forthwith, in order to insure the execution of this important 
duty. | 

l trust that Your Excellency will lend us your good offices in the 

attainment of this object, and avail myself, &c. 


Won F. Martinez de la Rosa, (Signed) LIONEL HERVEY. 
&c. Ke. Ke. 
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No. 2. 

Lionel Hervey, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry.— (Received 
May 26.) 

( Extract.) Aranjeuz, May 12, 1822. 


_As soon as I had received the Regulations for the Mixed Commissions, f 
lost no time in drawing M. Martiuez dela Rosa’s attention to the suggestion 
contained in Your Lordship’s Despatch of the 22d February,* as to the 
expediency of extending the Provisions of the thirteenth Article of those 
Regulations, to the vacancies occasioned by any other cause than death. 
His Excellency, at the time, did not start any objection to the proposed 
éxtension, but said that he would advise with his Colleagues upon the 
measure; expressing, however, a wish that the Commission should be 
removed from Sierra Leone without delay, as the Place was su unhealthy 
that the Spanish Commissioners could not be persuaded to remain there. 

When If saw M. Martinez de Ja Rosa at Madrid, yesterday, he requested 
me to put my application upon paper. I propose accordingly to address 
a Note to. His. Excellency upon the subject. 

(Signed) LIONEL HERVEY. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
Kc. KC. Ke. 


* See Netherlands, No. 1. 


No. 3, 

Lionel Hervey, Esq. to The Marquess of Londondérry. — (Received 
June 2.) 

(Extract.) i Madrid, May 20, 1822. 


Ihave the honour to inclose, for Your Lordship’s information, a trans- 
lation of a Note, which 1 have lately received frem His’ Excellency 
M. Martinez de la Rosa, dated the 10th May, by which I am requested to 
inform His Majesty’s Government, that orders have been already given to 
furnish al] Captains of Spanish vessels of war with a copy of the printed 
Instructions annexed to the Slave Trade Treaty. | 
| (Signed) LIONEL HERVEY. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G, 

&e. KC. Ke. 


(dnclosure in No. 3.) 
Don F. Martinez de 1a Rosa to Lionel Hervey, Esq. 
| (Translation.) | 
Sir, | Palace, May 10, 1822. 


I] HAVE the honour to inform you, and to request that you will be 
pleased to communicate to the British Government, that, on the 6th in- 
stant, the Minister of Marine, transmitted to the Admiral and Com- 
mandant of the Dock Yard at the Havannah, the order for providing 
the Captains of the Spanish vessels of war cruizing off the Barlovento 
Islands, with the Instructions annexed to the Treaty for the abolition of 
the Slave Trade, and for instructing them to observe, most punctually, all 
the stipulations of the said Treaty. : | 
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Having thus replied satisfactorily to the Note which you were pleased 
to address to me upon this subject on the 12th of March last, it only re- 
mains for ine to renew to you the assurances, &c. &c. 

(Signed) FRANCISCO MARTINEZ DE LA ROSA. 
Lionel Hervey, Esq. 
&cC. &e. &c. 


No. 4. 
Lio mel Hervey, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry.—( Received 
June 27.) 
-C Exxtract.) Madrid, June 11, 1822. 


TY EMM AVE the bonour to inclose, for Your Lordship’s information, a 
copy «of my Note to M. Martinez dela Rosa, respecting the illegal 
rene ww zal of the Old Royal Licences for Slave ships, by Spanish Colonial 
Authorities, together with a translation of His Excellency’s Answer, 
whic ka is of a very satisfactory nature. 


(Sioned) LIONEL HERVEY. 


‘The Wiarquess of Jondonderry, K. G. 


&e. &e. &c. 


(First Inclosure in No. 4.) 
Lionel Hervey, Esq. to Don F. Martinez de la Rosa. 
Madrid, May 24, 1822, 


"EK HE Undersigned, &c. has received instructions from his Court, te 
‘Call the atteution of His Catholick Majesty's Government to a very con- 
siderable abuse practised by the Colonial Authorities of Spain, with 
FES pect to Passports formerly granted by the Spanish Government, for 
Ca Fr ying on the Shave Trade, previous to its entire abolition by that Power. 

his abuse consists, as will appear by the annexed Inclosures, in the 

Te tre wal of the Royal Passports of the legitimate traffick, for fresh voyages, 

Y xmeans of Notes or Memoranda, indorsed or subjoined, bearing the sig- 

Ma ture of the Local Authorities, and assigning some colourable pretext for 

the assent of these Authorities to this evasion of the Engagements of their 
Sovereign. 

“Whe Undersigned is fully convinced, that he has only to make known 
't@ the Ministers of His Catholick Majesty the abuses which thus exist, in 
‘Orader to induce them to issue immediate and positive Orders to their 
Co lorial Authorities, to discontinue a practice which, if persevered in, 
WOuld render ineffectual the fulfilment, with the greatest good faith by 
the Mother Country, of the stipulations into which She has entered with 

* feat Britain, for the complete abolition of the Slave Trade at the period 
fix eq by the Treaty of 1817. 
The Undersigned, &c. 
Don F. Martinez de la Rosa, “ (Signed) LIONEL HERVEY. 
-&e. Ke. &e. 


‘(Second Inclosure tn No. 4.) 


Don F. Martinez de la Rosa to Lionel Hervey, Esq. 


(Translation. ) | 
‘Sir, Palace, June 3, 1823. 
HAVE received the Note which you were pleased to address to me 
T 
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on the 2 fth of last May, complaining of an abuse on the part of the Au- 
thorities in the sland of Cuba, in renewing, by means of marginal notes, - 
on different pretexts, the Olid Royal Licences for carrying on the Slave 
Trade. 

‘The King, to whom I have had the honour of submitting this reclama- 
tion of the British Goverument, desirous of fulfilling most scrupulously 
_all the stipulations of the Treaty for the abolition of the Slave Trade, 
has commanded me to send out (as I have done this very day,) the most 
positive orders for preventing any repetition of similar abuses, and for ex- 
amining most severely into the conduct of any Persons who may in future 
be found guilty of such criminal proceedings. 

l have, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCISCO MARTINEZ DE LA ROSA. 


Lionel Hervey, Esq. 
ke. &e. &e. 


No. 5. 
Lionel Hervey, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry. — (Received ° 
June 27.) 
(Extract.) | - Madrid, June 13, 1822. 


1 HAVE the honour to inclose the copy of a Note which I addressed 
to M. Martinez de la Rosa, on the 11th of last month, together with 
His Excellency’s Answer. | | 

As soon as I received this Note, I drewup a Declaration, of which 
the inclosed is a copy, and proposed it to him, the day before yesterday, 
for his siznature. His Excellency made no objection to the wording of 
the Declaration, but observed that, by an Article of the Constitution, it 
was indixspensably necessary to consult the Council of State, before any 
additional Article could be affixed to a Treaty, or any alteration made in 
‘any of its stipulations. om 

I replied, that this Declaration only went to the explanation of an 
Article which had becn imperfectly drawn up, and could not be consi- 
dered as an alteration of, or addition to, the Treaty, but as | found His 
Excellency still averse to the measure of signing the Declaration, and as 
he sugvested that every object in contemplation would be accomplished 
by transmitting the Declaration, as I hid drawn it up, but without sig- 
nature, for the guidance of the Mixed Commissions, 1 did not press the 
proboeicy further, but consented to the alternative of inclosing the 

eclaration to His Excellency in au Official Note, which he promised to 
answer in such terms as he thought would prove satisfactory to my Go- 
vernment. I accordingly presented a Note yesterday, of which the in- 
closed is a copy, and I hope to receive the Reply in a few days. 

cs (Signed) LIONEL HERVEY. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. | 

&c. &c. &C. 


(First Inclosure in No. 5.) 
Lionel Hervey, Esq. to Don F. Martinez de Ia Rosa. 


Sa, | Madrid, May 11, 1822. 
iT having appeared to my Government, by a reference to the Treaty 
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for preventing illegal Traffick in Slaves, signed between the Court of 

St. James and the Court of Madrid, on the 23d September 1817, that no 

rovision is made for supplying, temporarily, the vacancies occurring in the 

Mixed Commissions from any other cause than death,—as it has already 

happe ned at Sierra Leone, and as it may probably happen elsewhere, 
thet a ©Commissioner from illness is unable to perform his functions,—I have 
recei v ed instructions to suggest to the Government of His Catholick Ma- 
jesty, the expediency of extending those provisions of the Treaty which 
apply to the temporary vacancy, occasioned by the death of one or more 
of three Commissioners, to the cases of absence from illness, or by the per- 
nissi@ m, regularly notified, of their respective Governments. By the pro- 
visioxass of the Treaty the disadvantage, if any should arise, will always 
fall cyem the Contracting Party who neglects or delays to supply the va- 
eancy <s and while a sufficient guard is thus placed against the abuse of* 
this <>< tension of the stipulations in the case of vacancy, the arrangement 
of 16 mm@way prevent a 4 serious inconvenience which migut probably be 
ocC&S ai oned by an omission in the ‘Treaty entirely unintentional. 

IE a. em convinced that Your Excellency will give your full support to a 
meastz reso consonant to the spirit, and so necessary to the execution, of 
the "E’ reaty of 1817, and should the Government of Uis Catholick Ma- 
jestyy -wiew the matter in the same light in which it is here placed, FE am 
authorized to sign a Declaration to the proposed effect. [I inclose a Copy. 
ef the B3th Article of the Regulations for the Mixed Commissions, to 
which the above-mentioned extension is sugvested; and I have, &e. &c. 


Don F. Martinez de la Rosa, ¢Signed) LIONEL HERVEY. 
-<&C. &c. &e. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 5.) 


Don F. Martinez de la Rosa to Lionel Hervey, Esq. 


(Translation.) 
“Str, Palace, June 3, £822. 


‘EE WAVE had the honour of laying before The King the Note which 
Yan were pleased to address to me, by order of your Court, on the Ith of 
© May, proposing that the provisions made by the Slave Trade Treaty, 
for filling up.any temporary vacancies occasioned by the death of one or 
Mare individuals of the Mixed Commissions established by that Treaty, 
Smoulid be extended to vacancies occasioned by absence on account of ill 
©Czalth, or with permission of the respective Governments, notified in due 
OrFrnm. | 
EEA is Majesty, whose constant desire is to oblige His Britannick Majesty’s 
Government, and to fulfill all the stipulations of the ‘Treaty, has no 
SCrw ple in agrecing to this proposition in the terms proposed in your Note; 
bet His Majesty conceives that a friendly Declaration on this point, made 
by the Two Governments, would answer all the purposes proposed, without 
@MN necessity for adding an additional Article to the Treaty. 

NW hile touching upon this subject, lam likewise commanded to point 
CUE to you, how much it would conduce to the more prompt attainment of 
the object in question, if the Mixed Commission now residing at Sierra 
me were to be transferred to one of the Canary Islands,—a suggestion 
Which the Spanish Minister in London has already. made to His Britannick 

Lajesty’s Government: he is likewise authorized to sign any Convention 

at may be thought neccessary for cffecting this important change, as the 
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residence of the Commissioners being transferred to one of these Islands, 
it would be more easy for the Spanish Government to fill up, without delay, 
any vacancies that might occur. 

I beg, Sir, that you will recommend most earnestly to your Government, 
this most just consideration, and I take the advantage, &c. 


- Lionel Hervey, Esq. (Signed) F. MARTINEZ DE LA ROSA, 
&e. &e. Ae. 


(Third Inclosure in No. 5.) 
Copy of proposed Declaration. 


MUCH inconvenience having arisen from an unintentional omission in 
the thirteenth Article of the Regulations for the Mixed Commission, 
appointed to carry into execution the stipulations of the Treaty of 1817, 
for the abolition of the Slave Trade,—the Governments of the Two 
Nations have agreed to declare, that all the provisions of the above- 
mentioned thirteenth Article, annexed to the body of the Treaty, and 
applying to the case of Commissioners removed by death, shall be under- 
stood to extend, and shall be applied to all cases of absence of Commis- 
sioners from illuess, or from permission, regularly notified, of their respec- 
tive Governments. 

And, in pursuance of this agreement, the Undersigned have affixed 
their Seals and Signatures to the present Declaration. 


(Fourth Inclosure in No. 5.) 
Lionel Hervey, Esq. to Don F. Martinez de la Rosa. 
Oo Madrid, June 11, 1822. 


The Undersigned, &c. in consequence of the Note of His Excellency 
Don F. Martinez de la Rosa of the 3d instant, has the honour to inclose a 
draft of the Declaration, which it is proposed to transmit to the Mixed 
Commissioners for their guidance and observance in the interpretation 
and application of the thirteenth Article of the Regulations for the 
Mixed Commissions. | - | 
_ The Undersigned has, at the same time, the honour to assure His 
Excellency that he will not fail to recommend to the most favourable 
‘consideration of His Britannick Mayjesty’s Government, the wish ex- 
pressed in His Excellency’s Note of the 3d instant, that the Commission 
at present established at Sierra Leone, should be transferred to the 
Canary Islands. 

The Undersigned, &c. 


(Signed ) LIONEL HERVEY. 
Don F. Martinez de la Rosa, 
Ke. &e. &e. 
| No. 6. 
Lionel Hervey, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry.—(Received 
June 30.) 
My Lorp, Madrid, June 17, 1822. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose the translation of a Note which I have 
just received from M. Martinez de la Rosa, in which he signifies the 
consent of His Catholick Majesty to the extension, proposed by me, in 


é . © 


X\ 
. 


SPAIN. 


obedience to Your Lordship’s instructions, of the 13th Article of the 

Regulations for the Mixed Commissions. As I have no doubt that in- 
structions will be immediately forwarded by Your Lordship to the 
British Commissioners, to conform to the stipulations expressed in this 
amplification of the 13th Article, 1 shall endeavour to persuade M. 
Martinez de la Rosa to transmit the same orders to the Spanish Com- 
missioners, without waiting for the official communication of the ac- 
quiescence of the British Government in the measure proposed, which 
is, isn Cl eed, altogether unnecessary, after the notification, on my part, that 
Iwas empowered to sign a Declaration to that effect. 


I have, &c, ; 
(Signed) LIONEL HERVEY. 
The arquess of Londonderry, K. G. 


i. KC. &ec 


(Inclosure in No. 0. 
* Don F. Martinez de la Rosa to Lionel Hervey, Esq. 


(Translation.) 
Sir, Palace, June 17, 1822. 


X WAVE laid before The King the Note which you were pleased 
fo «address to me on the Ith instant, in answer to mine of the 3d 
curt. inclosing a sketch of the Declaration, which it is proposed to trans- 
mit to the Mixed Commissions for their guidance and: observance, 
with respect to the interpretation and application of the thirteenth 
4Article of the Regulations formed for these Commissions. His Majesty has 
MOQ Objection to adopt the form which you propose, and, as soon as the 

Fatish Government informs us that it is about to communicate the 
©rdi ers in question to its Commissioners, the Government of His Catholick 

RZ jesty will immediately transmit similar orders to the Spanish Commis- 
oe SI mers, in order that this proposed addition to the thirteenth Article may 
© anstanily carried into effect. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCISCO MARTINEZ DE LA ROSA. 


Lionel Hervey, Esq. 


ec. &e &e. 
No. 7. 
i.ionel Hervey, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry.—(Received 
| July 11.) | 


| (Extract.) Madrid, June 27, 1822. 


MI. MARTINEZ DE LA ROSA has promised me that orders shall 

| be sent out to Sierra Leone, to conform to the amendment of the thir- 
fee nth Article of the Regulations for the Mixed Commissions, as drawn 

“P by me and inclosed to Your Lordship in my Despatch of the 13th June. 


| (Signed) LIONEL HERVEY. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
&c. &c. &e. ‘i 
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No. 8. 
Lionel [Tervey, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry. (Received 
. July 14.) 
(Extract.) Madrid, June 30, 1822. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint Your Lordship that His Majesty. 
yesterday gave His sanction to the Criminal Code, which has accordingly 
heen declared by The Cortes to be in force. 

It will be in Your Lordship’s recollection that the two hundred and 
seventy-sixth Article of this Code relates to the punishment of all in- 
dividuals who may be detected in carrying on the illicit Traffick in Slaves, 
and is to the following effect: 

All Captains, Masters, and Pilots of Spanish -vessels, who purchase 
Negroes on the Ceast of Africa, or introduce them into any Port of the 
Spains, or are found with Slaves on board their vessels, shall, lose their 
vessels, the produce of which, when sold, is to be considered as a fine, 
besides which they shall be sentenced to ten years hard labour on the 
publick works: | | 

The Captains, Masters, and Pilots of Foreign vessels, which may in 
Jike manner introduce Slaves into any of the Ports of the Monarchy, are 
liable to the same penalties. | | | | 

In both the ¢ases specified ia this Article, the Negroes found on board. 
shall be declared free. 


| _ (Signed) LIONEL HERVEY. 
‘The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
&e. &e. &c. 
No. 9, 


Mr. Sceretary Canning to Sir William a Court. 


Sir, . Foreign Office, September 30, 1822. | 


I THINK it right to send to you, in order that you may communicate 
it to the Government of His Catholick Majesty, the accompanying copy 
of a Despatch, dated 24th July 1822, and of its Inclosures, from His 
Majesty’s Commissioners, resident at Sierra Leone under the Treaty with 
Spain for repressing the Slave Trade. 

These papers contain details regarding the Spanish schooners Vecua 
and Icanam, captured in the river Bonny, on the 15th April last, b 
the boats of His Majesty’s ship Iphigenia, under a suspicion, which 
turned out but too true, that the vessels had disgraced the Spanish 
Flag, by an attempt to carry on in that Quarter the prohibited traffick 
in human beings. 

A new and painful aggravation distinguished the enterprize in which 


the Owners of the Vecua and Icanam had embarked: ‘these vessels. 


were armed ; were of considerable force ; and were fitted out plainly and 
determinately for the purpose of Slave-trading. 

Some circumstances iad probably awakened the suspicions of the Of- 
ficer of His Catholick Majesty, who authenticated their Passport, and the 
Captain was cautioned by him, in an indorsement on the back of the Pass- 


es 


SraIn, - 40 


port, “to bear in mind the penalties attached to the infringement of the 

“ prohibition imposed by the first Article of the Royal Cedula, dated 

“ Nadrid, 17th December 1817, on the purchase of Slaves in any Place 

“ within the range of his destination.” 

But, totally regardless of this humane and honourable caution, on the 
part of the proper Authorities, the vessels proceeded on their unlawful 
expe ition, and when met with, had, one of them three hundred, and the 
other three hundred and eighty, Slaves on board. 

Each of the vessels mounted ten guns, and was well provided with am- 
munition of all sorts: their lustructions enjoined them to keep company 
one we ath the other: the Captain and crew, whose wages were enormous, 
but ww Bao were to abandon all claims in the case of loss or of capture, cove- 
nant @<H, by mysterious and illegal engagements, to pursue the object of 
their ~w oyage “ with their utmost efforts, even to the last extremity ;”’ thus 


in fzace € assuming the character of Pirates, by proposing to act in forcible 


defizatnce of the Law and of Treaty. Nor did they hesitate, in pur- 


sins their object to y extremity; they resisted the legal right of 
visit’ Lk»-ya vessel furnished with competent Powers and Instructions, accord- 
ing tea the Treaty betwcen Great Britain and Spain; and, by such resist- 
ance@, caused the death of two of His Majesty’s subjects, and inflicted 


wou cis on five other British seamen. 

“‘Vdae gallantry of the crew of the boats belonging to His Majesty’s vessel 
did, &€ is true, defeat their combination, after a protracted and severe 
(trugs ele: but the necessity of discouraging, by the most severe punish- 
meyat, any repetition of such atrocious proceeding, only becomes the more 
appe rent; and The King trusts that His Catholick Majesty will, therefore, 
see the urgency of issuing immediate orders to the proper Authorities, 
that the several persons concerned in fitting out and carrying on the pi- 
ratieal voyage of the Vecua and Icanam shall, whenever they: shall set 
foot on the Territory of Spain, be visited with the punishment so justly 
duc to their offences. | 

lam, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


Une. Right Hon. Sir W. a Court, G.C. B. 
&e. &e. &e. 


0 eee EE eee —_— 
No. 10. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir William a Court. 


SIR, | Foreign Office, October 15, 1822. 


tl ‘x OU are already aware of the complaints which have been made by 
‘Te Spanish and Portuguese Governments, as to the insalubrity of the 
Climate of Sierra Leone, and the inexpediency of continuing that Sct- 
leament as a residence for the Mixcd Comnnissions, British and Spanish, 
4d British and Portuguese, as well as British and Netherlands, now 
Sta blished there under the Treaties with those Powers for the pre- 
Yen tion of the illegal Traffick in Slaves. | 
ese representations have induced His Majesty’s Government to 
"Sider, whether it would be possible to remove the Commission to some 
POt, where its residence would be likely to be attended with the same 
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benefit to the objects of the Treaty, as were contemplated, and have 


‘ been secured by its establishment at Sierra Leone, whilst the health of 


its Members would not run so much risk fiom climate. Santa Cruz, 
in the Island of Teneriffe, has been proposed by the Spanish Govern- 
ment, and St. Jago, one of the Cape Verd Islands, by the Govern. 
ment of Portugal, as a fit Place for the residevce of the General 
Commission. — 7 

The Chevalier de Onis, the Spanish Minister at this Court, has lately 
renewed his proposition, by presenting to me the draft of an Article, of 
which I inclose a copy. : 

On due consideration, it has appeared to His Majesty’s Government 
that, considering the instructions, of which you are in possession, with 
respect to other points connected with the Slave Trade, it would be 
highly inexpedient to euter into a negociation here on this separate 
question. 1 have, therefore, as you will see by the inclosed copy of my 
Note to the Spanish Minister, received The King’s commands to transfer 
the negociation to Madrid ; and I have in consequence to give to you. 
the following instructions for your guidance on the subject. 

Teneriffe is distant upwards of twenty degrees of Latitude, and nearly 
the same number of degrees of Longitude, trom the Bights of Benin and 
Biafra, the principal scenes of illegal traffick. | 

The Cape de Verd Islands, though not at so great a distance from 
the Coast of Africa, are so remote as to render the voyages of prizes 
difficult, expensive, and most probably, very wasteful in human lives, 
ewing to the want of sutlicient supplies for the Negroes:—and, it 
is further represented that, at the Cape de Verds, much would not be 
gained in point of salubrity of climate. Both Places are out of the 
dominion of Great Britain, and are, therefore, decidedly objectionable, 
as contrary to Treaty. | 

The renewed expence of fitting up Establishments for the reception 
of Slaves, would also form an objection of very considerable importance: 
and the immediate transfer of Slaves to a state of perfect freedom from 
controul, would probably form another; it would be inconvenient on this 
account to retain the Slaves in the Island, and they must therefore be 
sent to some part of the Continent of Africa, at a very considerable 
expence. | | | 

t is also to be observed, that though the climate of Sierra Leone is un- 
healthy, yet the unhealthiness of the Town, which proceeds chiefly 
from the proximity of woods and morasses, is daily lessening, by the gradual 
removal of the causes of that evil. The general convenience of the Place 
for the fulfilment of the objects of the Treaty is not disputed ; and it is 
likely to become every year more and more fitted for the residence of the 
Commission. 7 

Upon the whole, therefore, it- is the opinion of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment that the great objects of the Treaty would lose so much of their 
effect, if the proposition, either of the Spanish or of the Portuguese Go-_ 
vernment, were in this point acquiesced in, that I have no option but to 
instruct you altogether to decline, on the part of Great Britain, the 
removal of the Commission to either of the Places proposed. 

lam, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


The Right Hon. Sir William a Court, G.C.B. 


KC. KC. KC. 
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(First Inclosure in No. 10.) 
Spanish Projet, presented by The Chevalier de Onis. 
:  (Translation.) 
In THe Name or THE Mosr Hoty Trinity. 


HISSs CATHOLICK MAJESTY, The King of Spain, and His Majesty, 
The EX_ ing of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, being per- 
saadeci that it is utterly impossible for the Mixed Spanish and British 
Com xma ission, appointed to take cognizance of the respective prizes of Slave- 
ships, %n conformity with Article the twelfth of the Treaty for the abolition of 
the Slave Trade, concluded the 23d Scptember 1817, between the Two 
Higta Contracting Parties, to continue to reside in the English Settlement 
at Ssterra Leone, on the Western Coast of Africa, by reason of the notorious 
un theatthiness of the climate of that Settlement, which has compelled 
sew eral of the Commissioners, after labouring under gricvous maladies, and 
hazzarding the loss of their lives, to quit the above Residence, in order to 
re<> x-uait their health and avoid falling victims to the fatal influence of the en- 
d@ x7 1 ckal disorders of the Country ; His Catholick Majestv, and His Britan- 
mck Mijesty, being also aware how extremely prejudicial to the sacred cause 
of tlh e@ abolition of the Slave Trade, and.to the Persous interested in, as well as 

to t a © crews of. the Slave-vessels, the interruption of the operations assigned 
to «<-ather of the two Mixed Commissions must prove, on account of the 
forc«e= cil absence of some of the Commissioners, and of the involuntary suspen- 
sore =s @t_ their functions; and Their Majesties, solicitous to obviate for 
the f aiture so serious an inconvenience, by transferring the Commission, 
whic E » heretofore resided at Sierra Leone, to some Place known to combine 
. Salas a-ity, (in which that Place is deficient,) and which humanity renders 
desi r-=a ble, with the spirit, if not with the letter, of the terms likewise dictated 
by tre enlightened philanthropy which actuated the High Parties in sti- 
oe ng that one of the said Commissions should reside in one of the 
sng= i 2 sh Settlements on the Coast of Africa, have named for Their .Plenipoten- 
taries, to resolve on what shall be found conducive to the end proposed ; 
harra e Bl y, His Catholick Majesty, Don Luis de Onis, Knight Grand Cross, &e. 
and = E-Xis Britaunick Majesty, * * * : 
who, having exchanged, and found in due form thcir respective Full Powers, 
have= agreed upon the following additional Articles to the above Treaty of 


September 23d 1817. 
ARTICLE I. 


Is rescinded so much of the twelfth Article of the Treaty, dated the 
23d = of September 1317, for the abolition of the Slave Trade, as provides 
*Ppressly for the Establishment, in a British Possession on the Coast of 
r 


e 
Attics, of one of the two Mixed Commissions thereby appointed. 


ARTICLE IT. 


K'hhe Commission established at Sierra Leone shall, pursuant to the 
above Article of the Treaty concluded in 1817, be removed to a Place 
which, though not belonging to England, shall unite the objects intended, 

Y thiat express designation of the Piace of Residence for the Mixed Com- 
*SStons, with the greatest salubrity and convenience of the Individuals com- 


POSsinig them. 
ARTICLE If. 
a "Dhre Commission which, up to the present day, was to have resided 
S Sierra Leone, shall, in consequence, take up its abode at the Town of 
42N ta Cruz, in the Island of Tencriffe, being a Situation that possesses all the 
‘LU4alii ties desired for the purpose by the present Convention, | 
da faith whereof, We, &c. 


Se ee cee re a — es es ee 


“a SpaIn. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 10.) 
Mr. Secretary Canning to The Chevalier d’Onis. 


. Foreign Office, October 11, 1822. 
THE Undersiened, His Majesty’s Principal Secrecary of State for Foreign 


Affairs, &c. has the honour to inform The Chevalier de Onis, His Catho- 
lick Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to this Court, 
&c. that His Majesty’s Government have attentively considered the proposition 
which The Chevalier de Onis has submitted to him, for the removal trom Sierra 
Leone, to a Colony of His Catholick Majesty, (specifically to the Island of 
Teneriffe,) of the Residence of the joint British and Spanish Commissions, at 
present established at the former Place, for the adjudication of vessels found 
trading illegally in Slaves ;—together with the draft of the Article to this effect, 
which M.de Onis states himself to have Full Powers to sign on the part of 
the Spanish Government. | 

In the Treaty between this Country and Spain, concluded in the year 
1817, under which these Commissions were appointed, (which Treaty has, 
so far as Great Britain was concerned, been sanctioned by an Act of the 
British Legislature,) itis distinctly provided that ‘one of the said Commis- 
** sions shall reside in a Possession belonging to His Britannick Majesty.” To 
satisfy the Treaty, therefore,—the Residence of one of the Commissions under 
the Treaty being established in the Spanish Colony of Cuba, it was necessary 
that a fit Place for the establishment of the other Commission should be found 
in the Dominions of Tis Majesty. ‘To remove that Commission into the 
Dominions of The King of Spain, would be a direct infringement of the Treaty ; 
nor cen [lis Matesty’s Government lose sight of the very many and serious 
inconveniences which would arise from the mere circumstance of removing 
the Cominission from Sierra Leone, its present Place of Residence, even if it 
were to be transferred to another British Colony. 

No spot couid be found so approximate to the Coast where the nefarious 
traffick is carried on. ‘The expense which has been incurred in fitting up 
Establishments for the Slaves in the Town and in the interior, would, by the 
‘ proposed removal, be wholly thrown away ; those Istablishments would be 

Jet to ruin, while a new and very considerable expense must be incurred for 
the like purposes at the Place, wherever it may be, assigned for the future Resi- 
dence for the Commission. If the Place so assigned should be that proposed by 
. M.de Onis, there would be this additional disadvantage, arising trom its confined 

extent,—that the new Establishments would be fraried without the least pros- 
peet of their being adcauate to the objcets for which they would be intended. 

Further, if the removal from a British Cotony could at all be conceded, agree- 

ably to tlie proposal of M. de Onis for sclecting the Island of Teneriffe as the 
spot to which tie Commission shovid be removed, the eligibility of that 

Situation must be compared with that of St. Jago, in the Cape de Verd 

Islands, to which Place the Portuguese Government has (through Lis Majesty’s 
~Chareé WAffaires at Lisbon,) proposed that the general Commission should 
‘be removed. 

The above detail will shew to The Chevalier dOnis that there are too many 
considerations counected with his proposal, to allow of its being singly and 
separately adopted here, upon a basty and partial negociation. 

. The Undersigned has aiready received ‘The King’s commands to instruct 
- Elis Majesty’s Ministers at the Courts of Madrid and Lisbon, to enter into 
negociation upen otlier points of importance, with reference to the Slave 
Trade. He submits to Phe Chevalicr de Onis, that this point also should 
be included in the negociations avout to be carried on in those Capitals ; 
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where it can be considered with a due reference to the others, which relate 
to the same subject. 

S Exculd The Chevalier de Onis agree, as the Undersigned trusts he will, 
yn tas view of what is best to be done with respect to M. de Onis’s proposal, 
the ©J ndersigned will forthwith receive the commands of his Sovereign for 
trarass xnitting that proposal to Sir William a Court, accompanying it with 
sucka instructions as shall enable him to include the settlement of this 
among the other arrangements upon which he is already directed to enter 
into ~—negociation with the Court of Spain, for the more effectual sup- 
presston of the illicit Traffiek in Slaves: a traffick which the Undersigned is 
grieved to say, notwithstanding the solemn Engagements which have been 
coratracted, and the earnest endeavours which have heen employed for 
its entire extinction, still appears’: unhappily to prevail on the Coast of 
Africa, to an extent afflicting to humanity. 

The Undersigned, &c. 
“K-lhe Chevalier de Onis, _ (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
ke. &e. &c. ; 


(Third Inclosure in No. 10.) 
The Chevalier d’Onis to Mr. Secretary Canning. 


- (Translation.) London, October 14, 1822. 


"ACHE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
Eis Catholick Majesty, has received the Note which His Excellency The Right 
HE o mourable George Canning, His Britannick Majesty’s Principal Secretary 
of SState for Foreign Affairs, has addressed to him, under date of the 11th 
ins tant, in reply to the proposals made by the Undersigned, in writing, to 
the late Marquess of Londonderry, and which he has verbally repeated to 
Hias Excellency, respecting the removal of the Mixed Commission esta- 
bl sss thed at Sierra Leone, to a more healthy Situation; in which Note His Ex- 
cel hency proposes that this subject might form a part of the negcciations 
ats<>ut to be opened in Madrid and Lisbon, where it may be considered under 
all as bearings with other similar subjects. 

"Ihe Undersigned will lose no time in communicating to his Government 
the= contents of the above-mentioned Note, and can, in the mean time, assure 
Has Excellency that he has not the Icast hesitation in complying with the 
WwW tasines of the British Cabinet in that respect. 

The Undersigned avails hiinself, &c. &c. &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) LUIS DE ONIS. 
&c. &e. &e. 


a ee eC oe 
No. 11. 


— Sir William a Court to Mr. Secretary Canning. — (Received November 26.) 


(Extract.) — Madrid, October 24, 1822. 


X_ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatches of 
the 3oth September, and of the 4th of Ociober.* | 
As I received these Despatches on the morning of the Minister’s weekly 
2uUdience, I lost no time in drawing his attention to their contents. The 
Suldiect appeared to be quite new to him, and I could draw nothing froin him, 


* See Netherlands Nos, 11, 12, and !3, 
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either favourable or unfavourable, with respect to the Propositions which I was 
instructed to make, as he confined himself to a declaration, expressed in very 
general terms, of the anxious desire of the Spanish Government, to put an 
end to so inhuman a traffick, and to the request that I would deliver to him 
in writing what I lad to propose upon the subject. | . 

In consequence of this request, I addressed to him the two Notes, copies 
of which I have, herewith, the honour to inclose. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WILLIAM 4a COURT. 
&e, &e. &c. | 


(First Inclosure in No. 11.) 


Sir William & Court to Don E, San Miguel. 


Madrid, October 20, 1822. 


IN the year 1820, His Britannick Majesty's Ambassador at the Court of 
Madrid was instructed to bring under the notice of the Spanish Government, 
a difference of opinion which had arisen as to the construction to be put upon 
the ninth Article of the Treaty for preventing illegal Trathck in Slaves, which 
enacts, that ships of war may detain and bring in vessels suspected of illegal 
trathek, ia the event anly of Slaves being actually found on board. 

The decision which was at that time given in the case of a Portuguese vessel 
carried into Sierra Leone, shewed, evidently, the necessity of some explanatory 
Article, or some extension of the conditions prescribed by the ninth Article, 
as necessary to authorize the detention of’ vessels engaged in this inhuman 
traffick; and the British Aimbassador was, therefore, directed to urge the 
Government of His Catholick Majesty to concur in a Declaration, and in cor- 
responding instructions to its cruizers and Commissioners, to this effect, 
namely, ‘ that if there shall be clear and undentable proofs, that a Slave or 
*¢ Slaves have been puc on board a vessel for the purpose of illegal trathck, in 
* the immediate cruize during which the said vessel shall be captured, then, 
“ and on that account, according to the true intent and meaning of the stipu- 
‘ lations of the Treaty, the vessel shall be considered as justly detained, and 
‘‘ be finally condemned by the Cominissioners.” is 

To the Note or the British Ambassador upon this subject, which was dated 
the 15th Cciober 1820, the Minister for Foreign Affairs replicd, in the most 
satisfactory inanner, by a Noie, dated the 21st February 1821, written by the 
command of [lis Catholick Majesty, after having heard the opinion of His 
Counci! of State. The proposition brought forward by the British Ambas- 
sador was therein fully approved and adopted, and he was requested to trans- 
mit to the Spanish Government the precise and literal terms of the extension 
proposed to be given to tlie niuth Article, and of the instructions to be given 
to the British Commissioners, in order that exactly the same might be trans- 
mitted to those employed in the service of Spain. 

In. consequence of this acquiescence on the part of the Spanish Govern- 
ment, the Undersioned, His Britannick Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, bas received tstructicus from his Government to 
submit to Tis Excellency the siinister for Foreign Affairs, the inclused Pro- 

pat of an explanatory Article, drawn up in strict conformity with the propo- 
sition already consented to, with the view of insuring the due cxecution of 
the Treaty, according to its real spirit and meaning. . 

Full Powers will be innmediately transinitted to the Undersigned, autho- 
rizing him to sign the Article herewith inclosed, and The Kiug, tis Master, 
doubts not that Ilis Catholick Majesty wiil promptly: issue the same Autho- 
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nity t<> His Ministers, in order to give fall effect to the assurances which His 
Catholick Majesty has already been pleased to give upon this subject. _ 
Tire Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to offer to His Excel- 
lens. M. San Miguel, the assurance of his highest consideration. 


Dorm “Evaristo San Miguel, (Signed) WILLIAM a COURT: 
xc. &. Ke, 


- (Seeontl Inclosurein No. 11.) 
Sir William 4 Court to Don &. San Miguel. 


Madrid, October 20, 1822. 


“IW reference to the conversation which took place on Saturday, between 
the Undersigned, His Britannick Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary, and His Excellency M.San Miguel, Minister for Foreign 
A f¥airs, the Undersigned has the honour to transmit to him the draft of an 
za.c@ Glational Articte which the British Government is desirous of annexing to 
*wxhe Treaty for preventing illegal Traffick in Slaves. The object of this Article 
1s wamply to extend the provisions of the thirteenth Article of the Regula- 
ti<>m s for the Mixed Commission, annexed to the said Treaty, which now only 
app Ly to the Vacancies occasioned by the death of one or more of the Commis- 
810 xpers, to cases of absence trom illness, or permission given by their respee- 
tixze= Governments, the same being regularly notified. 

& 8s the motives which have induced the British Government to propose 
thass Article to the consideration of His Cathotick Majesty’s Government, are 
full developed in Mr. Hervey’s Note of the 11th of May of the present year, 
an as their foree and justness have been already clearfy admitted by the Notes 
of E-is Catholick Majesty’s Sccretary of State, bearing date the 3d and the 
17 tka of the month of June, it remains only for the Undersigned to express 
hiss. rape, that no objection will be made by the Spanish Government to record> 
ing, inthe more regular form of an addititional Article, the Regulations 
alre=aady agreed upon. 

"a Exe Undersigned hepes that Hie Exeeteney M. San Migeet writ trie thts 
Proposal into immediate consideration, and favour him with as early an 
ans wwer as possible. In the mean time, he has the honour to assure him of his 


hig hest consideration. 

a ee (Signed) . WILLIAM & COURT: 

Dory Evaristo San Miguel, 
Sec. ke. &e. | 


No: 12. 
Mr. Secretary. Canning to Sir William 4 Court. 


MIR,. Foreign Office, October 25, 1822. 


EK AM! sorry to-have to call your attention to’ another daring’ outrage, ag 
detailed in the inclosed. Papers, committed in-the month of August 1821, upon’ 
th & boats of one of His Majesty’s ships of war, by a'‘Spanish: brig artd'schooner, . 
ama: the river Bonny. | | 

A t appears that the Caridad and the El Nueve Virgen, laden with Staves; 
Many of which were in the act of jumping overboard (whether voluntarily or. 

Om violenee is-not ascertained) when the beats of His Majesty’s' ship Myr- 

™adon hove in sight,—waited until _ boats came within pistol shot,—and 
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then commencing a heavy fire of grape and musketry,—severely wounded 
three Officers and one seaman. 

This act of hostile resistance, on the part of a vessel under the Spanish flag, 
to the visit of a British vessel, which was acting under the Treaty between 
Great Britain and Spain, is similar to the case detailed in my Despatch of 
the 30th ultimo, and proves the necessity of inflicting signal punishment upon 
the Offenders. I desire that you will call upon the Spanish = to give 


this redress with the promptness and sincerity which the occasion demands. 
| | | I am, &c.. 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


The Right Hon. Sir W. a Court, G.C.B. 
&e. &e. &e. 


No. 13. 
Sir William 4 Court to Mr, Secretary Canning.—(Received November 17.) 


Sir, | Madrid, October 28, 1822. | 


' I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 
30th September, detailing the circumstances attending the capture of the 
Vecua and the Jcanam, two Spanish schooners engaged in the Slave Trade. 

I immediately addressed a Note upon the subject to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, inclosing a copy or the Report of the Commissioners, and I 
demanded in His Majesty’s name, that the several Persons concerned in the 
fitting out and carrying on the piratical voyage of the Vecua and Icanam 
should be visited with the punishment so justly due to their offences, whenever 
they should set foot on the Territory of Spain. 


I have the honour to be, &c. - _ 
The a Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WILLIAM a COURT. 
c. &e. &e. : 
No. 14. 


Sir William 4 Court to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received November 17.) 
Sir, _ Madrid, October 29, 1822. 


- SUBSEQUENTLY to the presentation of the Notes inclosed in my 
Despatch of the 24th instant, f had another conversation with the Minister 
for Foreign*Affairs, upon the subject of the two Articles proposed to be added 
to the Treaty for preventing illegal Traffick in Slaves. 

The Minister informed me, that the Council of State must in the first 
instance be consulted, and that the Articles must afterwards be submitted to 
the Representatives of the Nation. He assured me that no time should be 
lost in transmitting them to the Council, and that I might reckon upon the 
fullest support of the Government, both there and in the Cortes. | 

He hoped, he said, that little opposition would be offered to either proposi- 
tion; but that a certain time must elapse before the regular forms could 
be gone through. : 

| I have, &c. | 


The Right Hon. George Canning, | _— (Signed). WILLIAM a COURT. 
&e. &e. &e. 
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“No. 15. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir William 4 Court. 
Sar, | | Foreign Office, October 29, 1822. 


INI = _-weference to my Despatches of the 30th ult.,* FT inclose to you a Full — 


Powex under the great Seal, authorizing you to conclude certain additional 
Articles tothe Treaties subsisting between this Country and Spain, for the 
suppression of the Trade in Slaves. 


Iam, &c. | 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
The Right Hon. Sir W. a Court, G. C. B. | 
&e. «=. &e. &e. 


* See Netherlands, Nos. }] and 12, . 


No. 16. 
Sir ‘WWVilliam 4 Court to Mr. Secretary Canning. — (Received December 24.) 


C Extract.) ' Madrid, December 10, 1822. 


KH (HAVE great satisfaction in forwarding to you the two additional 


Artie=les to the Slave Trade Treaty, which were signed by M. San Miguel 
andi -wmyself this morning. 


3-H zaving concluded this business, I shall now proceed to give execution to. 


the a-wastructions contained in your Despatch of the 4th of October.* 


(Signed) WILLIAM i COURT. 


The Wight Hon. George Canning, 
Ke. &e. &C. 


* See Netherlands, No. 13. 
No. 17. 
Sir ‘William a Court to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received January 2, 1823.) 


( Extract.) | Madrid, December 15, 1822. 


K EVAVE submitted the Proviso, which His Majesty’s Government desires 
to join to the Explanatory Article, just added to the Slave Trade Treaty, to 
the consideration of the Spanish Minister in the Note, a copy of which I 
have the honour to inclose. | 

_ Xn the latter paragraph of this Note I combat a wish expressed by the 
Panish Minister to fix some precise time for the commencement of the 
©pe ration of the additional Articles, declaring to him that they must be con- 
81dered as in force from the day of their ratification. | | 
a (Signed) WILLIAM a COURT. 
The Right Hon. George Canning. © : 
&e. = Ke. &e. 
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| (Inclosure in No. 17.) 
Sir William a Court to Don B. San Miguel, 


Madrid, December 14, 1822. 


THE frank and friendly manner ia which the Spanish Government met 
the Jate proposals of the British Government, and the happy conclusion of the 
two additional Articles to the Slave Frade Treaty, signed on the 10th instant, 
induces the Undersigned to hope, that the further proposal which he ts now 
_ instructed to bring forward upon the same subject, will meet with an equally 
fayourable reception. : 

His Excellency M. San Miguel eannot but be aware, that when a vessel 
is destined to carry on a Traffick in Slaves, it is fitted up 1m so peculiar a man- 
ner as to exclude every doubt as to the object of its voyage. | 

It is indeed quite impossible to imagine any pretext for those arrangements 
on board a ship which are calculated for the reception of a living Cargo, ex- 
cept the purpose for which they are really destined ; and it would be mere 
mockery to pretend that the purpose so manifested, differs in guilt in any 
degree oe the total or partial execution of it, though by the Treaty, as it 
originally stood, the actual presence of the miserable victims was held to he 
necessary to substantiate the charge of trading in them. : 

The Spanish Government having, by its agreement in the Articles lately 
proposed, evinced its sincere desire to put an end to this inhuman traffick, 
the Undersigned cannot but flatter himself that it will admit, without hesi- 
tation, the supplemental provision, that the fitting up of the abip (which may 
be described in as precise terms as the Spanish Groverninent requires) shall 
be held to be primd facie evidence of thenature of the cargo. | | 
The burthen of the proof to the contrary must rest with the, Captaia, of the 


e eye 


vessel, who, will have to shew to the satisfaction of the Captors tg. what other. 
pyxpose such Sitting can be applicable. : | | 
The Uundersigned, by order of his Government, incloses the draft of a 
Proviso, which may either be added as a clause to the explanatory Article 
lately signed, or to the Treaty, as a further additional Article. Bani 
The Undersigned has received Full Powers to affix his signature to it ia 
either shape, and His Britannick Majesty’s Government entertains not the 
smallest doubt, but that His Catholick Majesty’s Government will imme- 
diately see the necessity of such a further Proviso, and readity concur in its 
enactment. | 
The few words which dropped: this morning from M. San Miguel, res- 
pecting the propriety of fixing some precise period for the commencement 
: af preg eS the: lately. signed explanatory Article, make. it necessary, 
or the Undersigned to recall to the recollection of His Excellency, that a 
Law of the, Cortes has declared it felony to carry on a Traffick in Slaves ;. and 
therefore any Declaration, as_to the time of the commencement of the opera- 
tion of this Article, must clearly be superfluous, for as the act against which 
it provides. is in itself illegal and punishable, any delay in the operation of! 
the explanatory. Article, would, by a seeming temporary sanction ofthe Trade, 
be in evident contradiction to the Law established by the Cortes. Itadeed! 
every consideration of justice and humanity requires, that.the exccution- of 
_ the provisions of the additional Article should date from. the deay-of its Ra- 
tification, and that no alteration should-be made. 7 | 
The Wndersigned ayails himself; &c. &c. | 
Don Evaristo San Miguel. (Signed) WILLIAM. a COURT. 


&e. = &e. &e, 
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No. 18. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir William a Court. 


Sr, | Foreign Office, December 28, 1822. 


EELS MAJESTY kias perceived with satisfaction, by your Despatch of the 
10¢€ kn instant, that you have concluded and signed with the Spamsh Minister 
for “oreign Affairs, the two additional Articles to the Slave Trade Treaty of 
19317, between The King and His Catholick Majesty. 

"KE" hese Articles, will be forthwith submitted for His Majesty’s Ratification, 
andi will be returned to you for exchange as soon as that Act is completed. 


am, &c. _ a 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
“Etre Right Hon. Sir W. & Court, G. C. B. 
de. &e. &c, | 
No. 19 


Sir William a Court to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received April’ 5.) 


Sir, Madrid, February 23, 1823. 
EZ HAVE the honour-to inform you that I have exchanged this day with 
BACK San: Miguel, in the usual form, the Ratifications of the explanatory Ar- 
tic ke, awd of the additional Article, lately added to the Slave Trade Treaty. 
I have the honour to be, &c. | | 
(Signed) WILLIAM a COURT. 


‘K’tre Right Hor: George Canning, 
| Ke: &c. &e. 


No. 20. 
J oseph Planta, jyn. Esq. toSir William & Court, (and to E. M. Ward; Esq.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, May'8, 1823. 
IN reference to ia Correspondence respecting the proposed additional 
AX rticle to the Slave Trade Treaty, whereby a vessel fitted out or equipped as 
= =Slave-trader shall be subject, under certain conditions, to capture and con- 
©wmnnation, I am directed by Mr. Secretary Canning to have the honour to 
<ransmit to you the copy of a similar Article, which has been agreed to by 
"The King of the Netherlands, in order that the Bouman Articles may, if pos- 
Sible, be drawn out conformably to it. | 
Mr. Canning trusts that the fact of such an Article having been agreed to 
by The .King .of ‘the Netherlands, and being actually in operation with 
Wespect to vessels under Dutch colours, will do away with any hesitation 
‘w hich may exist in the minds of the Fans Governments to’ sign. the Ar 
ticle in question. : . am, &c. . 
: (Signed); JOSEPH PLANTA, Jun. 
EX js Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary | 
and Minister Plenipotentiary in Spain, 
and Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon. 
- 7 y 
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No. 21. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to The Lords of the Admiralty. 


My Lorps, Foreign Office, May 16, 1823. 


IN reference to the Letter addressed by the late Marquess of Londonderry 
to Your Lordships, on the 19th of February 1819, inclosing copies of certain 
‘Treaties entered into with Foreign Powers for preventing illegal Slave Trade, 
I furnish Your Lordships with fifty copies of Articles, signed at Madrid on 
the 10th of December 1822, explanatory of; and additional to, the Treaty 
concluded at Madrid on the 23d September 1817, between His Majésty and 
The King of the Spains for the prevention of that traffick. = 7 

I am to signify to Your Lordships His Majesty’s pleasure, that you do 
issue to the Officers commanding His Majesty’s ships and vessels, such in- 
structions, in conformity with the purport of these Articles, as shall be 
judged necessary for more effectually carrying into execution the intentions 
of the stipulations therein recorded. Iam, &c. 

- (Signed) © GEORGE CANNING. 
The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, | 
&e, &e. - &e. - 


No. 22. 
Joseph Planta, jun. Esq. to Robert Wilmot, Esq. 

Sir, | Foreign Office, May 16, 1823. 
IN reference to the Letter from this Department, of the 19th of February 
1819, inclosing, for the information of Earl Bathurst, copies of the Treaties 
entered into with Foreign Powers for preventing legal Slave Trade, I am 
directed by Mr. Secretary Canning to send to you the ten copies accom- 
panying this Letter, of Articles signed at Madrid on the 10th of December 
1822, explanatory of, and additional to, the Treaty concluded at Madrid on 
the 23d of September 1817, between His Majesty and The King of the 
Spains for the prevention of that traffick. 

I am to request you will submit to Earl Bathurst the propriety of com- 
municating these Articles to the Colomal Authorities at Sierra Leone and in 
the neighbourhood of the Havannah. Lam, &c. 

Robert Wilmot, Esq. (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Jun. 
_&e Ke. | &e. | ; | 


oe _ No. 23. 
J. W..Croker, Esq. to Joseph Planta, jun. Esq. | 
Sir, ; Admiralty Office, May 17, 1823. 
IN reference to the Letter from Mr. Seeretary Canning, to my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, of yesterday's date, inclosing fifty copies of 
Articles signed at Madrid on the.10th of December 1822, explanatory of, 
and additional to, the Treaty concluded on the 23d of September 1817, be- 
tween His Majesty and The King of the Spains, for the prevention of an 
- * iilegal Tratfick in Slaves ; I am commanded ‘by Their Lordships to acquaint 
you, for the information- of Mr. Canning, that they have issued copies of 
these Articles to all His Majesty’s Officers who have been. furnished with 
the Treaty of September 1817, and instructed them to observe and carry into 
effect such of. the stipulations contained in the said Articles as may concern 
them. 


Joseph Planta, jun. Esq. Tam, &e. ae | 
mo ee ee _ Signed) J. W. CROKER. 


LBS 
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No. 1. 
KE. 24. Ward, Esq. to The Marquess of Londunderry.—( Received 
a ne: : Aprd 21.) | 7 | 


My Lorp, _ | Lisbon, April 6, 1822. 
& HAVE herewith the honour to annex the Reply to the Note which, 
ima yursuance of Your Lordship’s direction, I addressed to M. Pinheiro 
respecting the 14th Article of the Regulations of the Mixed Slave 
‘Commissions. | | a | 
_ ©. Pinheiro, whom I have since seen, appears to think that the Decla- 
=3rza tion or explanation is unnecessary, as the previous Orders of Their re- 
3 ye ctive Governments, authorizing Their Consul or other Agent, to name 
.S wa bstitutes in the cases mentioned, would-be quite sufficient, without the 
fo ranality.of aseparate Article or Declaration. He declared, nevertheless, 
‘ty ev t he should agree to any Article which Your Lordship should please 
ta frameand send out. | | | | : 
KL exhibited to him Your Lordship’s Despatch, authorizing me to sign 
2 EK eclaration to the effect required; but he said he should prefer de- 
day ang uatil | had submitted his view of the case to Your Lordship. 
T have the honour to be, &c. 
_ ‘KFae Marquess of Londonderry, K: G. (Signed) E. M. WARD. 


Sec. §c. Fc 


Cnclosure in No. 1.) 
Signor. Pinheiro Ferreira to E. M. Ward, Esq. 


(Translation.) Lisbon, March 30, 1822. 


"WHE Undersigned, &c. having laid before His Most Faithful Majesty 
thre Note addressed to him by Mr. E. M. Ward, &c. under date of the 27th 
itastant, relative to the mode of supplying, in conformity with the Con- ' 
Vv ition, the vacancies that may take place in the Mixed Commissions, 

from the temporary impediment of any of the Members thereof ; His Ma- 
J@sty has been ‘ace to authorize the Undersigned to accede to any just 
¥ roposal that shall be made to him on the part of His Britannick Ma- 
.J @sty’s Government, in addition to the above-mentioned Convention. 
Vhe Undersigned, therefore, hopes that Mr. Ward, on receiving from 
is Government .the competent instructions to this effect, will be pleased 
to signify to him His Britannick Majesty’s pleasure on this subject: it 
ing agreed that Great Britain shali take the lead on this point, inas- 
Ym uch as the contemplated removal of the Commission, actually established 
zat Sierra Leone, to the Capital of the Cape Verde I[slands, placing both 
the Commissions in Portuguese States,—the question of supplying vacan- 
‘© ics in the case of impediment, will require especial provisions on the part 
“<> f Great Britain alone. 3 
_ - The: Undersigned renews, Kc. | ae . 
(Sigucd) SILVESTRE PINHEIRO FERREIRA. 
‘£2. M. Ward, Esq. — : : * | 
&e. Ge Fe. 
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No. 2. 


EE. M. Ward, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry.—(Received 
_ May 10) 
My Lorp, | Lisbon, April 27, 1822. 


1 HAVE the honour to communicate M. Pinheiro’s Reply to the Note 
which I presented, stating the abuses which were practised under cover 
of the Portuguese Flag, by ships carrying on the Slave Trade in the cruel 
and illicit manner pointed out in the communication made from the 
Governor of Sierra Leone to His Majesty’s Government. M. Piaheiro 
assures me that every possible means shall be adopted in the Foreign 
Ports of the Portuguese Dominions, for detecting the ships which are 
suspected of having traded within the forbidden limits; and he suggests 
that the British Consuls should be directed to sce that the examinations 
of the papers and. crews of ships arriving with cargoes of Slaves, be duly 
cartied into effect by the local Authorities of the Portuguese Govern- 
ment. M. Pinheiro further states, that strict injunctions shall be given 
to tle Authorities in the Cape de Verds, to repress, as far as in their 
power, the'system lately adopted by the Slavers, of importing thither 
Slaves for the purpose of re-shipping them for Brazil, under the deno- 
miriation of domesticks ; and he takes this occasion to renew a proposition 
already made to His Majesty’s Government, for removing to the Capital 
of the’'Cape Verds, the Mixed Commissions at present established at 
Sierra Leone, to which he expresses himself particularly anxious of ob- 
taining the decisive consent of the British Government. | 
TI have the honour, &c. 


The Marquess of Londonderry, K.G. (Signed) E. M. WARD. 
§e. ge. Sc. 7 “3 


CInclosure in N 0. 2. ) 
Signor Pinkeiro Ferreira to E. M. Ward, Esq. 


‘(Translation.) — - L262 Lisbon, April 26, 1822. 


THE Undersigned, &c. as soon as he received the Note addressed ta 
him. by Mr. Ward, &c. under date of the 20th instant, calling the atten- 
tion of the Portuguese Government to the abuses, as scandalous as they. 
are revolting to humanity, practised by ships employed in the illicit traf- 
fick of Slaves on the Coast :of Africa, lost no time in laying the same 
before His Most Faithful Majesty, in order that, upon receiving His Royal 
Commands, he might be enabled to answer, in the most adequate and satis- 
factory manner, to the just confidence which His Britannick Majesty’s 
Government has placed in the good faith, with which the Portuguese Go- 
vernment has always made it a point of honour to fulfil exactly, and at al 
- cost, the obligations contracted towards Great Britain, being convince 
that such is the means of gaining a right to an alliance which it prizes 
above measure, and is above al] desirous to preserve. In anticipation of 
future additional and more direct means for preventing the abuses pointed 
out in Mr. Ward’s Note, His Majesty has ordered, that every ship entering 
a Port with a cargo of Slaves saall be examined, its passports and log- 
book compared, the deposition of the crew taken, and the imported 
Nevroes interrogated in their presence by means of proper interpreters, 
under such regulations and formalities as shall ensure a means of. arriving 
at the truth. | 
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It being once ascertained that a ship has been Slaving within the limits 
prob sk> ited by Law and by the existing Treaties, the guilty Parties shall be 
trans f <rred, with the act of examination, to the Mixed Commission nearest 
totlac= Place at which the said examination shall have been made, there to 
be yea? ved according to the form laid down in the above Conventions. 

_ H1s5 Most Faithful Majesty, solely animated with the desire of seeing 
faitka € wally performed the dispositions which He has been pleased to sanction 
in tha ass and other respects, does not hesitate to order it to be declared to 
His Kdigh and Mighty Ally, that Great Britain being equally with Portu- 
gal susterested in enforcing the observance of the said Conventions,—it is 
witkrim the competence of British Consular Agents, to see that the provi- 
siows: here set forth by the Undersigned be carried into effect in the several 
Ports of their resideuce; and that in consequence, at the same time that 
Efis: Most Faithful Majesty is about to send orders to the Lecal Authori- 
tres to proceed to the above mentioned examinations and cuquiries. concern- 
jan g> = ships which shall enter with Slaves on board into any Port in the 
Po rt uguese States beyond the seas, His Britannick Majesty. will be pleased 
ta send instructions to the same effect to His Consuls residing in those 
St <2 t es, together with orders and directions for enforcing the observance of 
those regulations, requiring whatever they shall judge necessary to this 
efF<<:t: it being ordered on the part of this Court, to all those Authorities, 
thzat they shall, without hesitation or reserve, afford and communicate to 
the ssaid Consuls of His Britannick Majesty, whatever shall be required 
by t€ Khem for their information and guidance on this subject. 

He would like vise appear conducive toa happy result, that instructions 
we r= given to the cruizers, in order that they, on meeting with ships in 
ancy «manner suspicious, although not in the case of being detained and 
broxua ght before the Commissions, may avail themselves of all opportuni- 
tiess that shall offer, of notifying to all Portuguese Ports to whieh sue | 
shi y> sare to return, whatever they shall have observed in them calculated 
to «= >«cite suspicion, to the end that, in the examination and enquiry there 
to be proceeded in, the said observations may avail, in combination with 
the= other data that shall present themselves in the course of the inves- 
tizz zation. In reference to the other abuse pointed out by Mr. Ward, of | 
firs € passing illegally acquired Slaves to some of the nearest Portuguese 
Possessions, in order to be afterwards shipped off as domesticks for the 
Brzazils; although this be a matter of more difficult investigation, yet, as 
this Ministry proceeds with good faith, the Undersigned protests under the 
SAagxe to Mr. Ward, that the Government is about to issue to the Superior 

tz thoorities of those suspected Possessions, more especially to those of the 

~@ pe Verds, the most positive orders, and most circumstantial instructions 
for putting an end to that fraud. But it is the duty of the Undersioned 
On this occasion to request Mr..Ward, to call the attention of his Govern- 
me nt to the final conclusion of a subject, which, having been proposed by 
ass) Most Faithful Majesty’s Envoy in London, immediately after the 
F€turn of this Court to Lisbon, and having been subsequently ordered to 
© again brought forward, as well by the said Envoy, as by the present 
Chargé d’ Affaires, the Commandeur d’Oliveira,. still remains undecided 
€@ne certainly the conclusion of the same cannot but greatly contribute to 
Put an cnd to the abuse here treated of. 

“Whe subject to which the Undersigned alludes, is the removal of the 
Mixed Commission from Sierra Leone to the Capital ef the Cape Verd 
Sliands:—a removal which, from the instant of its first proposal to the 

Tatish Government by the Commandeur de Souza, at that time Envoy to 
he Court of London, appeared not to be disagreeable. It was even 
3rranged that the consent of His Catholick Majesty should be asked, as 
C2mg, equally with His Two High Allics, interested in this transaction. 
AA 
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This step was taken by this Court, and likewise, it is known, by that of 
London ; and, as was to be hoped, met with no opposition on the part of 
the Spanish Government, which authorized its Minister at the Court of 
His Britannick Majesty, to enter into such negotiations as should be neces- 
sary, for bringing the subject to a determination. : 
Nothing therefore remains, except the assent of the British Cabinct, 
and the concluding, in concert with the Ministers of the Two Courts, such 
arrangements as shall appear necessary for effecting the translation, in order 
that, the same being made known to His Most Faithful Majesty, and being 
by Him approved and ratified, the necessary orders may be sent from this 
Court to the Governor of Cape Verd, in order there to make such arrange- 
ments, in conformity with the agreements, as shall appear expedient for the 
establishment of the three Commissions,— British, Spanish and Portugucse, 
in the Capital City. | 
The Undersigned hopes that Mr. Ward will not fail to bring this im- 

yortant subject as soon as possible to the recollection of His Britannick 

{ajesty’s Government, in order to gather with the least delay, the fruits 
of the united efforts of ali the Three Powers equally interested in the 
punctual observance of the Conventions to this purpose, established 
between them. | , 

The Undersigned, &c. 


(Signed) SILVESTRE PINHEIRO FERREIRA. 
E. MM. Ward, Esq. 
— &e. &e. &e. 
No. 3. 


The Marquess of Londonderry to E. M. Ward, Esq. 


Sir, | Foreign Office, July 31, 1822. 


- 1 FORWARD to you the copies of two Despatches which I have re- 
ceived from His Majesty’s Commissary Judge at Rio de Janeiro, under the 
Treaty with Portugal for preventing iHegal Traffick in Slaves, dated the 
16th January and 16th February last, and representing that great incon- 
yeniences arise from the arrangements respecting the sale of coimemned 
vessels being taken out of the hands of the Mixed Commission; and also 
that the Portuguese Government have not fulfilled the stipulations of the 
Treaty in regard to the prosecution of Persons detected in illicit Traffick 
in Slaves. It would pppeas from these Papers that a certain decree of 
neglect has existed on the part of the Brazilian Authorities, in not giving 
proper directions for the prosecution of the Persons implicated in the 
Slave Frade, as detected in the procecdings of the Mixed Commission 
Court ; and as His Majesty’s Government consider that prosecutions can 
only be instituted by the publick Prosecutor, acting cither by virtue of his 
general Commission, or by the authority of the Alvard, referred to in 
the letter inclosed above, or by special directions, as may be agreeable to 
the Laws and Constitutions of the Country, I] have to signifv to you The 
King’s Commands that you lose no time in representing these circumstances 
to the Portuguese Ministers, and that you urge them in the strongest 
manner to transmit such instructions to the Authorities in the Brazils, 
as shall effectually ensure the full and prompt execution of the third 
Article of the Convention of the 28th July 1817, which provides for the 
punishinent of Portuguese subjects who may be found evgaged in the 
prohibited Traffick in Slaves. 
" With reference to the particular case of the delay in the sale of the 
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Emilia, as it is possible that the cause assigned by the Judge of Contra- 
band may be sufficient, I have only to instruct you, generally, te call the 
attention of the Portuguese Government to this point, in order to prevent 
ainnecessary delay in future cases. : 


1am, &c. 
dE. M. Ward, Esq. (Signed) LONDONDERRY. 
&e. &e. &c. 
Se 


No. 4. 
Mr. Secretarg Canning to £. Ri. Ward, Esq. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 30, 1822. 


DESPATCHES, dated the 20th of March *, and the 30th of April +, 
3 $22, which I have received from His Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra 
ELeone, detail transactions of egal Slave-dealing, in which M. Coutinho 
BLancastre, late Governor ef the Cape de Verd Islands, and M. Correa 
Barros, late Governor of Cacheo, are personally implicated, and likewise 
WE. Freire de Andrade, the present Governor of Bissao. 

I inclose to you copies of these Despatches and their Inclosures. I 
ameclese also a copy of the Answer which, by The King’s command, 
was addressed to the Commissioners upon the subject of the judgment 
» ga leaprie by them in the case of the Conde de Villa Flor.—This capture 

zavinge been made untler the cans of the fortress of Bissao, was, as it 
@ ppcared to His Majesty’s Government, liable to some observation: in 
ot her respects there appears no doubt, but that, as the trade carried on by 
thre vessel was illegal, thre condemnation was justly merited. 

VYhese pepers ate forwarded to you, for the purpose of putting you in 
ciated of the circumstances by which the improper conduct of the 

ortuyuese Officers has been brought to the knowledge,—irst, of the 
Commissioners, and, through them, to that of His Majesty’s Government. 
x ou will be-so good as to select those parts which prove most clearly the 
contravention of the Laws and Treaties by which Portugal has bound — 
lhe rself to repress the Slave Trade; and you will make a strong represen- 
tation upon the subject to the Portuguese Government, with a view to 
their inflicting upon the Officers who have thus disobeyed the Laws of 
their Country, and the orders of their Sovereign, such signal marks of 
alis pleasure, as shall operate to prevent a recurrence of these disgraceful 
y>ractices in future. 7 | 


lam, &ce. 
#2. M. Ward, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING, 
Ge. Ge Fe. P ) 
* Sierra Leone.—(Portugal.)—No. 20. 
t Sierra Leone. —(Portuyal.;—No. 21. 
: No 5. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to LE. M. Ward, Esg. | 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 30, 1822. 


§ UNCLOSE to you the copy ofa Letter, dated Rio de Janeiro, July 3, 
182 <2, from Henry Chamberlain, Esquire, His Majesty’s Consul General 
at €¢ Bhat Place, giving some details of a Trade in Slaves, which appears 
COm€ anues to be carricd on to the North of the Line, under cover of the 
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flag of Portugal, and supported by the capital and speculations of Her 
subjects. 7 

| the inclosed Paper refers particularly to the illegal trade in which the 
shipping from Bahia is concerned. I desire that you will represent these 
circumstances to the Portuguese Government, and urge them to take the 
necessary measures for ascertaining the truth of them,.and for preventing 
the continuance of this odious traffick in those parts at least of heir Terri- 
tories in which their own Laws do not sanction it. 
Iam, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


P. S.—I likewise furnish you with copies of two Communications, dated 
severally the 12th May, and 4th of July of this year, from His Majesty's 
Commissary Judge at Rio de Janeiro, upon the subject referred to in this 
Despatch. | | 

EE. M. Ward, Esq.. 
&c. &e. &e. 


(Inclosure in No. 5.) 
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry. 


My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, July 3, 1822. | 


_ TREGRET to have tostate to Your Lordship that the Trade in Slaves 
to the North of the Line continues to be successfully carried on by the 
shipping from Bahia, whose Merchants have lately begun to supply this 
Place with Negroes from Calabar, and other Countries in that part of Africa. 
Two vessels, the Desengano, and Toninha, have arrived here from 
Bahia, with six hundred and forty-six Slaves of this description, and I 
write to Mr. Consul Pennell, by this conveyance, desiring him to ascertain 
all the particulars of the transaction ; especially whether these unhappy 
beings were landed at Bahia, and sold there; and to forward to Your 
Lordship a report of whatever he may learn respecting them. I am given 
to understand that, for the purpose of concealing the Place upon the 
Coast where this nefarious traffick is carried on, the vessels employed in 
it clear out for ‘“ New Molembo,” which is in fact no other thana new name 
for the old Port of “ Onim.” , 
[have,&c. 
(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K.G. 7 
&ec. &e. &e. 


No. 6. 
. Mr. Secretary Canning to E. M. Ward, Esq. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 18, 1822. 


BY the accompanying copy ofa Despatch, which I have addressed, under 
date of the 15th of October inst., to His Majesty’s Envoy at Madrid, you 
will perceive, that, after a due consideration of the proposals made to this 
Country, by the Governments of Portugal and Spain, for the removal 
from Sierra Leone of the Mixed Commission, resident at that Place under 
the Treaties for the repression of the Slave Trade, the objections to this 
lucasure appeared to be so many and of such a nature, that I was com- 
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manded by His Majesty to decline altogether the proposed removal of 
the Commission, as being quite incompatible with the letter, and with the 
objects of the Treaty under which it was instituted. 

For these reasons, as more particularly detailed in my Despatch to Sir 
William a Court, [ have to instruct you likewise to decline, on the part of 
His Majesty’s Government, the proposal made by that of His Most Faithful 
Majesty, for a change of residence for the Mixed Commission now sitting 
at Sierra Leone, to a Possession which is neither near to the scene of 
illegal traffick, nor within the Territories of His Britannick Majesty, 
as contemplated by the Treaty. : 


| Iam, &e. 
EE. M. Ward, Esq. | _ (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
—§e. &e. Fe. | a oe 
No. 7. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to E. M. Ward, Esq. 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 18, 1822. 


mo concern: nor are you to express any opinion of your Government 
. But there is ong practical operation of this event upon the Treaties 
subsisting between His Majesty and The King of Portugal, which may 
be very impartant, and to which you will immediately cal] the attention of 
_ the Porfuguese Secretary of State; I mean the Treaties respecting the Slave 
‘Trade. ‘The Declaration of the Congress of Vienna of the 8th of February 
1815, confirmatory therein of the previous stipulations of the Treaty be- 
tween Great Britain and Portugal of the 19th of February 1810, ex- 
presses the resolution of totally abolishing Slave Trade, with such 
exceptions as were deemed necessary to supply the deficiency of popula- 
tion in the Brazils, as Colonial Possessions of Portugal, 7. 
That ground of exception is practically removed by the change of poli- 
tical character in Brazil. [It would be monstroys to suppose, that a 
.prevision made for ihe purpose of protecting the interests of Portugal 
3n her Colonial Possessions, could continue in force, or be otherwise than 
absolutely and ipso facto abrogated and annulled, by an event which 
abolishes altogether the Colonial character of the Brazils, and which may 
ee their interests, and those of Portugal, directly at variance with each 
otner. 
__.The Treaty of the 28th of July 1817 reduces to specifick agreement, 
ithe spirit of those general Engagements which were contracted in the 
Treaty of 1810, and confirmed by the Act of the Congress of Vienna. 
The third and fourth heads of the first Article expressly exempt from 
_protection by the Portuguese Flag, cargees of Slaves carried to an 
other Celonies than those of Portugal: and the spcecifick limitations in 
.the form of Passport, as well as the ninth Article of Instructions an- 
nexed to.that Treaty, establish clearly, and beyond question, the same 
principle, and prescribe the course which it is the right—I should rather 
say the duty—of the British Government to take, in respect to any Slave 
. Trade which may be carried on hereafter for the supply of Brazil, under 
the Flag of Portugal." sis ara 
Bb 
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You will announce to M. Pinheiro the resolution of His Majesty's 
Government to exercise the right which may accrue under the Treaty, 
from a change in the relations of Portugal and Brazil, with the same 
vigilance and activity which have hitherto been employed in carrying into 
execution the other stipulations of the Treaties. 


I am, &c. 
E. M. Ward, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
&c. &e. Ke. 
No. &. | 
Mr. Secretary Canning to E. M. Ward, Esq. 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 31, 1822. 


THE Colonial Department of His Majesty’s Government has trans- 
mitted to this Office, a Letter from Sir Charles MacCarthy, Governor 
of Sierra Leone, accompanied with a Memorandum of the state of the 
Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa, and, with a list of the ships detained 
or visited by the Commander of His Majesty’s brig Thistle, in a cruise of 
seven days. 7 

It therein appears that the Trade in Slaves is carried on with great 
activity, and with increased cruelty, under the flag of Portugal; not- 
withstanding the principles which the Portuguese Government has pro- 
fessed upon this question, and the engagements which it has contracted to 
mitigate the miseries inflicted upon the inhabitants of Africa, by the con- 
tinuance of this traffick. 1 have particularly to call your attention to the 
case of the San José de Xulaga, as described in these Papers.— Thirty 
Slaves were in this instance stowed on board a vessel of only seven tons 
burthen; ten of them were starved to death, and a female Slave ren- 
dered delirious by hunger, was flogged until she died. You will remark 
that the San José de Xalaca belonved to the dsughter of Mr. Gomez, 
who was formerly Governor of Princes Island, and is still a Member of 
the Council of that Settlemen. 

tis stated also that the Governors of the Portuguese Establishments, 
along the whole line from Cape de Verd to St. ‘Thomas, all participate in 
this traffick ; and the accusation is corroborated by the number of Por- 
tuguese vesse]s which openly carry on the Slave Trade from those Set- 
tlements. 

I inclose to you the copy of a Communication, dated August 26, 1822, 
from His Majesty’s Gonaalat Bahia, upon the subject of the ships Toninha 
and Desengano, employed in carrying from Bahia to Rio de Janciro, Slaves" 
supposed to be natives of Africa, North of the Line, and of which men- 
tion was made in my Despatch of the 30th September. 

From all these communications it is but too clear that, in spite of all 
professions and engagements, passports for trading to the Southward of 
the Line are granted without sufficient caution; and are become in fact little 
more than matters of form, the observance of which is neither enforced 
nor expected. | | 

It is no less clear that Subjects of Portugal engaged in the legal] branch 
of the trade, infringe without compunction, and without danger of punish- 
ment, the Rules which have been prescribed by Treaty for the Regula- 
tion of this tolerated traffick ; and it is clear that Official Persons in the 
Colonies, both engage in the illegal Trade, and connive at it, without 
being called to account for their conduct. | 

You will earnestly urge upon the Portuguese Government, the con- 


sideration of all these scandalous abuses ; and you will express in strong. 


terms, the feelings of disgust and indignation, which are growing up 
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every day in England, and in Europe at the apparent determination of 
Portugal, not only to foster and encourage, to an extent never practised 
heretofore, the unprohibited Slave Trade, but to connive at every in-. 
fraction of the Treaties, by which that abominable traffick has been 
lessened or restrained. | 
Tam, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
P. S. You will suggest, that if heavy Bonds were exacted from the 
Owners of vessels to which passports are granted for trading in Slaves, 
Southward of the Line, the amount of such Bond to be forfeited to the 
Government in case the vessel should be found trading Northward of 
the Line, such measure could in no wise be complained of by any asa 
hardship, and might considerably tend towards diverting the Slave-tra- 
ders from hazarding an illegal voyage. G.C 
FE. M. Ward, Esq. 
&c. &e. Ke. 


(First Inclosure in No. 8.) 
William Pennell, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry. 


My Lorp, Bahia, August 26, 1822. 
IN obedience to the orders of His Majesty’s Consul-Genera] at Rio de 
Janeiro, contained in his Despatch of the 3d ultimo, I have the honour 
to transmit Your Lordship a copy of the information [ was enabled to ob- 
tain respecting the Slaves embarked on board the ships Desengano:and 
Toninha. Finding a general reluctance prevails amongst individuals to 
answer questions on subjects connected with this inquiry, [, in conse- 
quence, addressed a Letter to the Judge of the Custom House, copy of 
which, together with his answer, I have the honour to inclose. aa) 
It is a matter of notoriety, that great number of Slaves, Natives of Africa, 
North of the Line, are imported. here; but as the Official Documents 
afford evidence of the contrary, | any not aware of any steps that can 
be taken by me, consistent. with the existing Treaties, to counteract 
this grievance, . 3 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM PENNELL. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
Se. &e. &e. | 


~ (Second Inclosure in No. 8.) | 
In formation respecting the Schooner Toninha and the Brig Desengano. 


Bahia, August 1822. 

THE schooner Toninha, Captain Amaio Joze da Silva, on her leaving 
this Port, had two hundred and fifty-six Slaves on board,—two hundred 
and twenty-two males, and thirty-four females, which were reported at 
the Custom-House to have been brought here from Molembo, in the 
brig Desengano, and ship Cisné. The Owners of the Slaves are Domingas 
Joze d’Almeida Lima, and Antonio Ferraia Caelho, and the first Owner 
being in Rio de Janeiro acts as Supercargo. The duties en the Slaves 
were regularly paid, to enable them to land free of duty at Rio de Ja- 
neiro, and a Carta da Guia was given at the Custom-House here, 


which, it is supposed, could not have been obtained, unless the papers 
had appeared legal. 
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Qn application to the Custom-House respecting the brig Desengano, 
they report,at present, they have no account of her clearance, but that it 
was probable a Carta da Guia was given on a verbal application of the 
Parties. She is reported to have arrived from Molembo: perhaps, some 
information might be obtained by procuring copies of the Cartas da 
Guia from the Custom-House at Rio. The Slaves were all landed, and, it 
Js Supposed, remained here unsold. 


(Third Inclosure in No. 8.) | 
The British Consul to the Judge of the Custom-Hoyse, at Bahsa. 


Sik, | Bahia, August 8, 1822. 
HIS Britannick Majesty’s Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro has in- 
formed me that the two vessels mentioned on the other side,* have arrived 
from this Port at Rio de Janeiro with Slaves, supposed to be natives 
of Countries North of the Line, and has directed me to enquire, whether 
the vessels were furnished from the proper Offices with all the Docu- 
ments required by the dreaty and Convention of Vienna of 1815. 

I have the honour to request that you will have the goodness to direct 
this information to be furnished to me-as regards this Custom-House, 
and any other particulars that may elucidate the truth. | 
° | | I have, &c. | 
.41. Antonio Augusto da Silva, (Signed) W. PENNELL. 

_. §e. &e. 8 &e. | se 


& Brig Desengano, 390 Slaves. Schooner Topinha, 256 Slaves. 


(Fourth Inclosure in No. 8.) 
(Translation.) | 

+ Srp, | a | | Bahia, August 13, 1922. _ 

IN the Letter which you addressed to me yesterday, under date of 
ithe 8th instant, you request to be informed of all the circumstances © 
which could be ascertained at this. Custom-House respecting the brig 
Desengano, and the schooner Toninha, that arrived at this Port wit 
Slaves, and whether they were furnished from the respective Offices with 
ajl the Documents required by the Treaty and Convention of Vienna of the 

ear 181,55. Sg - 
: As to what you desire to know in respect to this Department, I have 
only to acquaint you, that the said brig and schooner sailed from hence to 
Molembo to procure Slaves, and were provided with the proper Docu- 
ment relative to their lading, and with the Book of Regulations. 

a , _ | -have-the honour to be, &c.. 
ae (Signed) FIRMIANO JOAQm. pt SZa. VELHO. 
William Pennell, Esq. | 

 &. &e Ko 


| No. 9. 
-E. M. Ward, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received November 26.) 
«Sir, Lisbon, November 5, 1822. 


IN obedience to the instructions contained in your Despatches of the 
30th of September last;* I proposed to the Secretary of State the annex~ 


* See Netherlands, Nos. 11 and 12, 
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ation of two additional Articles to the Treaty for the gradual abolition of 
the Slave Trade, therein forwarded to me, and I found him perfectly 
disposed to adopt them both. I read over to him the one which relates to 
the condemnation of ships, on board of which it shall be proved that 
Slaves have been received, although such may not actually be found 
by the Captors, and he expressed his approbation of it. They must, 
however, be submitted to the new Cortes, and approved of by them, 
before ratified by The King. 


[ have waited till [ shall be enabled to state my having received. 
Powers to sign the Articles in question, before I submit them to the 


Minister in writing. 
: I have, &e. | 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 
&e. &e. &e. 


No. 10. 


(Signed) E. M. WARD. 


E. M. Ward, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Cannine.—(Received November 26.) _ 


Sir, | Lisbon, November 15, 1822. 


I YESTERDAY waited on the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and an- 
nounced to him the opinion of His Majesty’s Government as to the 


razil, upon our Treaties with this Country relating to the Slave Trade, 

reeably to the instruction conveyed in your Despatch of the 18th 
ultimo. 

He received the annunciation with some apparent surprise: he said 


Aad ae effect of the Declaration, put forth by The Prince Regent of: 
a 


that the stipulations in regard to Brazilian Slave Commerce were agreed 


to by Great Britain, not through regard to the person of John VI. who - 


was only the organ of Portugal and Brazil, (the latter not a Colony, but 
an integral portion of the mass whom he represented,) but as stipulations 
enfurced by the Brazils, on their own account, through The King as their 
Representative ; and that their right to the benefit thereof, remained un- 


changed by the circumstance of their rec, Siege cae their Representa- - 


tive. Ifthe disunion of the two Countries, 


e observed, abrogated any 
engagements whatever, they abrogated all. 


He then requested 1 would present in writing what I had been directed — 


to communicate, in order that it might be laid before The King ; whieh I 


did accordingly in the inclosed Note, and put it into his hands this - 


morning. 
His line of argument to-day turned principally upon the want of data 
upon which to assume the independence of the Brazils. The Prince’s 


own Declaration, he said, was not clear upon the point of absolute separa- ° 


tion. It could not yet be known if the majority of the Brazilians agreed with 


The Prince’s views; and, finally, sufficient time had not been allowed to . 


this Country to try the effects of its own means for restoring her influence 
in that part of the World. He therefore regarded the announcement 


which I made to him as, at least, premature on the part of Great Britain, | 


I have the honour to be, &e. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) E. M. WARD. 


&c. &e. &c. 
(Inclosure tn No. 10.) 
EK. M. Ward, Esq. to Signor Pinheiro Ferreira. 
Lishon, November 14, 1822. 


THE Undersigned, &c. has received ihe orders of his Court to call the | 


Cc 
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attention: of His Excellency Signor Silvestre Pinheiro Ferreira, &c. to the 

ractical operation of the Declaration of independence by The Prince 
Recent of Brazil, upon the Treaties: respeeting the Slave ‘Pradé, subsist- 
ing between The King, his Master, und The King of Portugal; but in 
doing so, the Undersigned wishes it to be clearly understood that he is 
unauthorized to express any opinion upon the’ politteal effects of this 
separation of the Transatlantic Empire of the House of Bragauza from 
its European Dominions. . 

The Acé of the Congress of Vienna, No. 15, and the Preaty of 22d 
January E8ES, confirmatory therein of the previeus stipulations of tlie 
Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal, of the 19th February 1816, 
express the resolution of totally abolishing the Slave ‘Trade, with such 
exceptions as were deemed: necessary to supply the deftcrency of popuke 
tion in Brazil,as a Colonial dependency of Portugal : that ground of excep- 
tion woul be practically removed by the change of potitical character m 
Brazil. lt cannot be supposed that a provision made for the purpose of 
protecting the interests of Portugal in her ‘Fransatlantie possessions, 
could continue in force, or be otherwise than tpso facto abrogated and 
annulled, by anevent which, abolishing altogether the dependent charac- 
ter of the Brazils, would deprive Portugal of the power of enforeiug 
the observance of many of the regulations and formal engagements under 
which the moditied exercise of this traflick continued to be permitted. 

The Treaty of the 28th July 1817, reduces to specifick agreement the 
spirit of those general engagements which were contracted in the Treaty 
of 1810, and confirmed at the Congress of Vienna. The. 3d and 4th 
heads of the first Article expressly exempt? from protection by the Por- 
tuguese flag, cargoes of Slaves bound to any Port not in-the Dominions 
of Portugal ; and the specifick lanitations in the form of passport, as well | 
as the ninth Article of the Instructions annexed to that Treaty, establish 
clearly and beyond: question, the same principle, and prescribe the course 
which it is the part of the British Government to take, in respect to. any 
Slave Trade wiich may hercafler be carried on for the supply of Brazil 
under the flag of Portugal. 

Tke Undersigned has it, therefore, in command, to. communicate to His 
‘Excellency Signor Silvestre Pinheiro Ferreira, the intention of His 
Majesty’s Government to exereise the right which may accrue under 
Treaty, from such a ebange in the relations ef Portugal and Brasil, with 
the same vigilance and activity which have hitherto been ewployed iu 
carrying into effect the other stipulations of the ‘Treaties. 

: | The Undersigned, &c. &e. 
| (Signed) E. M. WARD. 


Signor Pinheiro Ferreira, 


KC. Ke. ar. ’4 ae 


: No. 11. 
E. M. Ward, Exy. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Keccived December 31.) 
Six, | | Lisbon, November 30, 1822. 


I HAVE already had the honour to acquaint you that I had, in obedi- 
ence {6 your Instructions, waited on Signor Silvestre Pinheiro, and pro- 
posed to hin to sign (he Articles, additional to the Treaty of 1817, for the 
repressing illicit Slave Trade, the subject of which bad already been. 
breught forward by Sir Edward Thornton at Rio de Janciro. | 

‘Ip the interval which occurred between my conference with the Mi- 
nister and my being able to announce to hiin the arrival of Powers autho- 


a 
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rizing me to sign, I received your Despatch relative to the practical 
effect of the independence of Brazil upon the operation of the Treaty in 
question. The communication of the Resolution of His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment upon this point, which I was therein directed to nake, has had 
the effect of causing Signor Silvestre Pinheiro to postpone the Signature 
of the proposed Article, respecting the temporary relanding of Slaves, 
until the Portuguese Government shall havc had time to take the Reso- 
lution announced to them into consideration. 

He appears to hold, that, if the state of things contemplated in my 
communication exists, the Treaty itself is done away with, altogether: 
but as yet, he said, The King had come to no decision on the subject. 

With respect to the Article for supplying the place of an absent Com- 
missioner in the Mixed Commissions, he wished to insert a clause which 
should settle the point now in dispute between the Two Governments, re- 
lative to the absence or dcath of an Arbitrator pending the Arbitration ; he 
desiring that the new or temporary Commissioner chosen should not 
necessarily succeed to the Arbitration, but that lots should again be 
drawn. 

Not having any instruction upon this pcint, I have informed him that 1 
should submit it to your consideration. 

I have the honour to inclose a Transkation of His Excellency’s Note to 
me on the subject. 

I have, &c. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) E. M. WARD. 
| Kc. 


&c. &c. 


ED 


(Inclosure in No. 11.) 
Signor Pinheiro Ferreira to E. M. Ward, Esq. 2 = ¥ 


(Translation.) | Lisbon, November 23, 1822. 


THE Undersigned, &c. having received. from Mr. Ward, &c. under 
date of the 2Ist instant, two Notes relative to two explanatory additions 
to the Treaty of the 28th July 1817, has the honour to state to him, with 
respect to that which treats of the mode of substituting any of the Judge 
Commissioners, or Arbitrators of the Mixed Commissions, that the sketch. 
presented by him does not include all the circumstances, constituting the 
casé omitted and intended to be supplied, in the above-mentioned Treaty, 
inasmuch as.it does not provide for impediment arising from any cause, 
but death ; nor does it determine whether, in a case of impediment of a 
Judge Commissioner and Arbitrator, designated by lot to decide any cause 
that may be pending, the Person named as his Substitute shall, ipso facto, 
take cognizance of that cause, in order to decide the same; or whether 
los shall be cast anew, as had been practised with the Commissioner 


substituted, in order thereby to determine which of the two Arbitrators 


shall give the final decision. The Undersigned, therefore, requests Mr. 
Ward to inform him if he is furnished with Powers and instructions upon 
this second part of the proposed additional Article, in order that no time 
may be lost in proceeding to its conclusion, on which depends the pro- 
seeution of many causes. pending before the Commission sitting in London. 
With respect, however, to the subject cf the second Note, intended ‘to 


provide against the fraud practised by ships employed on this illicit — 


traffick, in removing the Slaves into boats before they can be seized by the 
ships. of war appointed to maintain the abservance of the Treaties against 
such traffick, the Undersigned assures Mr. Ward that the Portuguese 
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Government, constant in the assent which it has on many occasions mani- 
fested to that just proposal of the British Cabinet, only defers signing the 
- addditional Article appended to his Note, which Article, iu all its parts, 
corresponds with the intent, until His Most Faithful Majesty shall issue 
His final orders relative to his preceding Note of the 14th instant, with 


which that Article is not only intimately connected, but is even abso-— 


Jutely dependent on its decision. His Majesty, convinced of the high 
importance of that object, wishes to hear His Council of State thereupon, 


whom he has ordered to take the subject into consideration without delay ; ' 


and as soon as their Report sball be laid before The King, His Majesty 


will certainly Joe no time in resolving that which shall be most conducive . 


to the mutual interests of both Nations; and the Undersigned will make 


it his duty immediately to communicate to Mr. Ward the Royal detcr-_ 


mination concerning both his Notes, 
The Undersigned, &c. 
(Signed) SILVESTRE PINHEIRO FERREIRA. 


E. M. Ward, Esq. 
&e. &e Ke. 


No. 12. 


E. M. Ward, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received January 4, 1823.) : 


Sra, | | Lisbon, December 18, 1822.” 


IT is with regret, though not with surprize, since my conversation with 
M. Pinheiro, alluded to in my Despatch of the 30th ultimo, that T have 


now to announce his refusal to sign the additional Article to the Slave — 


Trade Treaty of 28th July 1817, having for object the prevention of the 
mode adopted by the Slavers for eluding the vigilance of our, cruizers, by 
putting the unfortunate beings temporarily on shore on their approach. 
His Excellency, to whom, siortly after the receipt of your orders upon 
the subject, I had read over the Draft of the Article proposed, then = 
proved entirely of it, and it appeared as if no delay or difficulty would 
oppose it’s signature, as soon as | should receive Powers to that effect. 


the instructions by which I was authorized to announce the determination 


in the interval which occurred before the arrival of these, | received . 


of His Majesty’s Government to consider the Brazils, whilst remaining in - 


fact independent of Portugal, as being also removed from the operation of 
the Convention of July 1817, which was undoubtedly framed with reference 


solely to the union between the two portions of the Monarchy. 
Sicnor Silvestre Pinheiro, on. receiving this communication, informed 


me, as I have already had the honour to state to you, that he could not . 


then sign the additional Article proposed, until the opinion of The King’s 
Councilon the subject of the communication should be known. At the last 


interview which | had with His Excellency, he told me that I should in . 
the evening receive a Note from him upon the subject. He declined | 
entering into any conversation upon the nature.of it's contents; but said, . 


in answer to the wish which 1] expressed relative to the signature of the 


© pews Pe 


the British Cebinet took of the subject, after his Note fiovtd have been | 


submitied to them, was known. ‘Translation of this::Note, Féhave the. 
; . so PE ee Piette Sy ' a 


~ 


honour to inclose. - 


@.itis 


Signor Pinheiro denies the Treaty in question. to -have beep framed” 


with reference to the Brazilsonly. The Portaygueése Possessions ,m Asia . 


the total abolition of Slave-trading. Se ae Se 


and Africa, are those, he says, which’ would be most radically affected ‘by eS 
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Brazil, he allows, by having already a large supply of Negroes, could, 
by anseliorating their treatment, and paying attention to their increase, 
always Ixeep up a sufficient number for the purposes of labour; but their 
African Scttlements would, by the abolition, be plunged into irretrievable 
ruin. : 
This appears to assume grounds for opposing the discontinuance of the 
trafic l« 3; which, however, they may have weighed in secret with the Por-— 
tuguese@ Government, have not, I think as yet, been openly put forward. 

The awmpossibility of finding beings whose constitutions were strong | 
enous ¥a_ to enable them to labour and resist the effects of climate in some | 
Count ries of America; and the want of population for carrying on the 
cultiw em tion of some of the most fertile, and more salubrious parts of others, - 
has ns € ¥2x€rto been the ostensible argument for permitting the continuance 
of a sry sstem of violence and cruelty, which, abstractedly considered, none 


coulcd -~w enture to uphold. 


But Signor Piuheiro here seems to assert, that it is not the benefit to be 


deriv <4 from the labour of the Slaves, which is the object with his Govern- - 
ment., borat the profits which result from the employment of capital in the 
buyimas> =aand selling their miserable bodies. 

Sic a2. <7 Pinheiro does not confine himself to combating the view of the 
quest ic wn taken by His Majesty’s Government, but menaces, that if Great 
Britaiwe shall persist in her determination of acting upon that view, Portu-— 


galwii lt - consider all Treaties between the two Countries as equally affected, - 


dy ex Ass € ing circumstances, as the one under consideration. 
Iam, &c. 


The E® 3 eht Hon. George Canning, (Signed) E. M. WARD. 
| | -Ac. &c. KC. ; 


(UInclosure in No. 12.) 


Signor Pinheiro Ferreira to E. M. Ward, Esq. 


€_ Translation.) | | Lisbon, December 12, 1822. - 


Tne Undersigned, Minister and Secretary of State for Forcign Affairs, 


has B =~ id before His Most Faithful Majesty the Note addressed to him by 


Mra. Ward, &c. dated the 15th ultimo. 


If = Hs not without great surprise that His Majesty perceives the grounds 


shies =a ned by Mr. Ward for the inferences contained in his Note, to be a 
€ & aration of the independence-of Brazil, stated by him to have ema- 


ui <_f rom His Royal Highness The Prince Regent, although the Cabinet ' 
or i s Britannick Majesty bas not judged it necessary to communicate to. 


thiss —“ourt these characters of authenticity of the diplomatick Document 


ine (2 & = estion, which would serve as a basis for such inyportant conclusions: 
a8 © Be wxe which Mr. Ward has been charged to communicate to His Most. 


Fai € kaful Majesty’s Government, to the Nation, and to al] Europe. 
£5 i. Majesty, whilst He cannot but recagnize the cbharacteristick prudence 
of Gk, @ British Nation, in Mr. Ward’s declaration that he is in no wise au- 


how i Zed to express an opinion upon the political effects of the late events | 


EES wazil, is at a Joss to conceive how Mr. Ward, in making such decla- 
> wn, infers from these very events, not only that the whole of Brazil, 
WE + hat all the Portuguese Transmarine Possessions, (de uliramar,) also, 


‘RUSE be, and are, in fact, considered by Great Britain, as definitively: 


*C >a wated from the European Dominions governed by the Dynasty of the 
wa 2 ust House of Braganza. 


¥ et less can He comprehend how, from a confused tissue of facts, eal-- 
culated to give an idea rather of disorder and anarchy, than of the esta- 


Db 
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‘blishment of an independent Government in Brazil, fhe British Cabinet 
can assume that Country to have acquired such a character of political inde- 
‘pendence, constituting it a Foreign Nation with regard to Portugal, as 
‘shall absolve Great Britain from her obligations contracted with the Por- 
‘ttugucse Nation in the Convention of the 28th July 1817,—a Convention 


which Mr. Ward declares to have been specially made in favour of: 


Brazil, to obviate the great prejudice which, it was ulledged, could not 
but result to that Country from a sudden abolition of the Slave Trade; 
and which Convention, the principal object which it was framed to meet 


having ceased to exist, becomes, he conteuds, tpso facto abrogated, void, ° 


and of no effect, because no Treaty can be conceived to contiuue to exist, 


when the circumstances under which it was concluded are found to have 


undergone an essential change. 


The Undersigned begs leave to observe to Mr. Ward, that the idea © 


of the facts upon which he grounds his inference is historically incorrect. 
‘The agreement for delaying the abolition of the Traffick in Slaves, under 
the conditions and inthe manner stipulated in the Conyention of 28th 
July 1817, was not made peculiarly in favour of Brazil. | 

It cannot be doubted that an immediate abolition of the Slave Trade 
must be productive of great prejudice to Brazil; nevertheless, the actual 


= 


possession of a considerable number of Slaves, whose Owners would en- ° 


deavour to convert their services to better aecount, on finding the hope 
of continuing to recruit their number taken away, leaves to Brazil 
abundant resources for maintaining and even improving her agriculture, 
her rural economy, and her mines. 7 

But those Countries whom an immediate abolition of the Slave Trade 
could not fail to plunge into irretrievable ruin, by at once cutting off 
their resources, and the means of,employing their capital and industry, 
are all the Portuguese Dominions on the Coast of Africa, all those on the 
ecm of Asia, whose principal support is derived from the trade with 
Africa. | de 

The great effects which must immediately result to Portugal from all 
these changes, it is easy to foresee ; while Brazil, whose productions are sure 
to find an ample demand in Foreigu Markets, although necessarily suffer- 
ing as part of the great Family, yet, possessing native recourses to a greatér 


extent than all the other Co-states of the Monarchy, would be in a less’ 


degree than they affected by the immediate abolition of the Slave Trade. 
The Treaty best calculated for benefiting Brazil, not only in preference 


to all the other parts of the Monarchy, but to the material detriment - 


of the particular interests of each of them, is that of the 19th Feb- 
ruary 1810. From this. Treaty the commerce of Portuguese Asia has 


suffered the most decisive injury, by the introduction of Merchandize, ' 


not only of British produce, but of British importation, in whose pre- 
sence the productions of the industry of Portugal, as well as the efforts of 


her Merchauts, could not fail to succumb, as events have proved them to. 


have done in every part. 


_The commerce of Africa, by the very agreement for the future abolition | 


of the Slave Trade, and the more advantageous employment of its 
industry and capital on the Continent of Brazil, bas resisted all the 
attempts made at various times by the Government, in order to direct.it 
into a channel Jess subject to those contingencies, which all persons 
of sense already foresaw the Traffick in Slaves about to experience. - 

_ As to Portugal, no one is ignorant that the Treaty above-mentioned is 
the most fatal present which she has received from Brazil, to her industry 
and commerce, without the smallest benefit accruing therefrom to her 


agriculture. 
‘It is not the Portuguese Nation which shall at any time attempt, by 
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mea ms of inferences, to eseape from the fulfilment of Treaties contracted 

by ber former Government with any Foreign Powers, under the shadow — 
of good faith and the invariable principles ef the Right of Nations. 
But, if Great Britam, by having a recourse to principles, shall claim 
to iss Validate any of the Treaties subsisting between the ‘Two Crowns, 
becc-za2 aa Se contracted under circumstances which are now found to be essen- 
tial Ixy «altered, and to consider as null and void those framed in favour of 
Brazil, because she considers the actual state of that Country to 
rencdeer them inapplicable; the Portuguese Nation will never consent 
that this distinction between Treaty and Treaty shall be arbitrary. 
Ifit be contended on these principles that one Treaty shall fall to- 
the g> round, all Treaties must fall to the ground. 
Su cb is the firm and decisive declaration which the Undersigned has 
reece? w Ed the commands of His Most Faithful Majesty to communicate 
to time Chargé d’Affaires of His Britannick Majesty, in answer to the 
dec 3am waatton which he addressed to His Majesty, on the part of his Go- 
verm: sare at, through the hands of the Undersigned. 

(Signed) SILVESTRE PINHEIRO FERREIRA. 

E. WEE. Ward, Esq. | 

&C- &e. KC. 


No. 13. 
EMI. ‘WWard, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received January 4, 1823.) 


C ¥= xtract.) | Lisbon, December 18, 1822. 


SEIN! CE writing my other Despatch of this date, 1 have received a Note 
frona_ S$ i vnor Silvestre Pinheiro, in which he proposes to sign the Articles 
whic Ba = & had presented, together with another, being in substance one which 
WwouR<@ regulate the point as to the succession to the arbitration, in the 
€rera-@ wf the death or incapacity of the Arbitrator named, previous to his 


have wm #2 pronounced his opinion;—he wishing that in that event fresh 


Jots = B-mould be drawn. . 
It ~ewas so late when I received this Note and its Inclosure, which are 


somec= we hat long, that I have not been able to prepare a translation in time 
(0 Se mad home, and as another packet is to sail in three days, I do not 
think it necessary to detain the present one. 


Th , | (Signed) E. M. WARD. 
The -E=® icht Hon. George Canning, _ | | 
| &e. Ke. &e 
a eo ‘ 
No. 14. ee 
EM *Vard, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received January 3, 1828.) 


@) Extract.) Lisbon, December 23, 1822. 


SEG AVE herewith the honour to submit to you a translation of the 
Note ~ zaddressed to me by Signor Pinheiro, inclosing the Counter-project 
of tha ree Articles additional to the Slave Trade Convention of 28th July 
WT, in consequence of the proposal, which, by your directiuns, | made.to 

him wa Won that subject. | 
Khe first Article is in conformity with the draft inclosed in your 
Despatch, the second is somewhat different, and the third pi to deter- 
WMe the course to be adopted in the event of a Judge Arbitrator dying 
ot becoming incapacitated, before the questions which he may have been 
chosen to give his opinion on, have been decided. a | 
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Mr. J. B. Rademaker, to whom Mr. Pinheiro referred me, said, on my | 
proposing to sign the two first Articles, and to submit the third to His 
Majesty's Government for their approbation, that he was only instructed 


to sign the three together. | 
| (Signed) - E. M. WARD. 

The Right Hon. George Canning, | 

KC. &C. Ac. 


(CInclosure wn No. 14.) 
Signor Pinheiro Ferreira to E. M. Ward, Esq. 


(Translation.) Lisbon, December 17, 1822. 


TUE Undersigned, &c. having laid before His Majesty the wish ex- | 
pressed by Mr. Ward, &c. that this Government should propose the 
additional Article, appearing to be a necessary Supplement to the Con- 
vention of July 28, 1817, concerning the nomination and attributes of the 
~Commissioners-substitute, as well as the apprehension manifested by the . 
said British Chargé d’Affaires, lest the delaying to sign the other Article, 
likewise additional, already discussed and agreed upon with Mr. Thornton, — 
should seem to indicate a change of sentiment on the part of the Por- 
tuguese Ministry ;—° His Majesty has been pleased to authorise the Under- 
signed, not only to present to Mr. Ward the additional Articles relative | 
to the Cases omitted, concerning the substitution of incapacitated Com- 
missioners, but also to declare to him, that if his Court appeared to 
hesitate in adding to the Convention of 1817, a new Article relative to 
the preceedings hereafter to be held with ships employed in the Traffick | 
of Slaves, it was not, as the Undersigned has already most expressly de- 
clared to Mr. Ward, in the Note which he had the honour to address to 
him on this subject, under date of the 23d ultimo, because the smallest 
doubt occurred to the Government of His Majesty in assenting to that 
addition ; but because Mr. Ward, having declared to this Court, in his 
Note of the 15th of the same month, that Great Britain considered that - 
Convention to be tpso facto abregated by the separation considered by 
her as realized between the Portuguese States beyond the Sea, and those 
which in Europe are governed by the August House of Braganza, it 
seemed inconsistent that an Article should be signed in addition to that 
very Convention which one of the High Parties had declared to be ab- | 
rogated. : 

Nevertheless, as His Majesty’s Government on their part felt that they 
could not agree to the Rae se on which that declaration is founded, 
and as they hope that the British Cabinet will reduce its furmer propo- 
sition to those terms which the Undersigned did not hesitate to 
acknowlecge, in the Answer upon this most important subject, which he: 
had the honour to address to Mr. Ward, under date of the 12th instant; 
His Majesty determine, that, in order to remove every appearance of 
departure from the sentiments constantly professed by this Court towards 
the British Nation, a Negotiator should be appointed, and be has actually . 
been appointed by Him, in order to conclude and sign, conjointly with 
Mr. Ward, all the before-mentioned additional Articles: and the Under- | 
signed has the satisfaction to communicate to Mr. Ward, that to this end, 
Full Powers have been given to the Chevalier Jose Bazilio Rademaker, : 
Senior Clerk in this Foreign Office, who, in conformity with his mstrac. 
tions, will have the honour to confer with him, for the purpose of #d-* 
justing and concluding the subjects in question, in the manner most con- 
formable to the generous and liberal principles of both Governments. 
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Fhe Undersigned has accordingly the honour to inclose to Mr. Ward 
a draft of the above-mentioned additional Articles, which is to serve as 
2 beaxsis for the aforesaid Negotiation. 

The Undersigned, in affording to Mr. Ward this fresh proof of the 
earmest desire of His Majesty’s Government to correspond to the noble- 
ness aud loyalty which characterise the British Nation, has the honour, &c. 

(Signed) SILVESTRE PINHEIRO FERBEIRA. 
E. IW. Ward, Esq. | 
Bice Ke. &e. 


{ Second Inclosure in No. 14.) 
'- Translation.) 


Por t a1 guese Contre Projét of Additional Articles to the Convention be- 
tw een His Most Faithful Majesty and His Britannick Majesty, for the 
s-< wention of the illegal Traflick in Sin yeas a aed at London, 
x aa Ry 28, 1817. 

ARTICLE I. 
WY HIEREAS it is stipulated in Article I. of Instructions intended for, 
the FE” ortuguese aud British ships of war, employed to prevent the illicit 
Tra €83 ck in Slaves, that “ships on board of which no Slaves shall be found, 
“. san-@ @& nded for purposes of traffick, shall not be detained on any account 
“or go retence whatsoever.”’—And whereas it has been found by experience, 
that -w-essels employed in the illegal traffick, have momentarily unshipped 
thei Slaves, immediately prior to their being visited by ships of war, and 
tha€ ssuch vessels have thus found means to evade forfeiture, and have 
bee unm enabled to pursue their unlawful course with impunity, contrary te 

the €rue object aud spirit of the Convention above-mentioned : , 
“E™ The Two High Contracting Parties feel it necessary to declare, and 


it is hereby declared by them, that if there shall be elear and unde-. 


| Nee Eile proof that a Slave or Slaves has, or have, been put on board a 
vee}, for the purpose of illegal traffick, m the particular voyage .on 
wm & <=h the vessel shall be captured, then, and on that account, according 
{0 = the true intent and meaning of the stipulations of the Convention, 
su <> Ew vessel shall be detained by the Cruizers, and finally condemned 
by ~& he Commissioners. : | ? | 


| ARTICLE If. - an 
t¢ “~Whereas no provision is made in the Convention of July 28th 1817, 
or supplying the vacancies oceurring in the Commissions from any 


ot Fa «=r cause than death, this being the only case mentioned in the four- 
te = wth Article of the Reculation for the Mixed Commissions, annexed te 
thes said Convention :—the Two High Contracting Parties hereby agree, 
tha e , whatever be the cause of incapacity of any of the Commissioners, 
2F=s~— Wlace shall be supplied in the same form and manner in which, by the 
fou w teenth Article of the Regulation aforesaid, a vacancy occurring by 
de<a th is to be supplied. | | 

ae ARTICLE Ht. | 
. “& nd whereas, it being agreed in the third Article of the said Regula- 
“ian, thatin the event ef the two Commissary Judges not agreeing on the 
S€tatence they ought to pronounce, they shall draw by lot the name of 
One of the two Commissioners of Arbitration, and that the sentence shal} 
© pronounced conformably to the opinion of the majority of the above- 
¥YREntioned Commissary Judges, — the above-mentioned Commis- 

E 


| Lag 
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‘sioner of Arbitration: yet it is not declared, whether, in case of the de- 
cease or incapacitation, from whatever cause, of the said Commissioner of. 
Arbitration, thus designated by lot for the said purpose, his Successor in the 
Office shall also succeed to-him in the object which he was about to decide 
by forming the aforesaid majority.—or whether lots shall. again be drawn. 
between him and the other Commissioner of Arbitration, in the same man- 
‘ner that had been practised with his Predecessor: Their Majesties have 
‘agreed in declaring, that the succession in this case shall be determined 
only as to the Office, and that after he shall have been installed therein, 
lots shall be drawn between him and the other Commissioner of Arbi- 
‘tration, in the manner practised with his Predecessor. | 

These three additional Articles of the said Convention shall have the 
same force and effect as if they were inserted therein word for word, and 
shall be held to form part of the same. 

In witness whereof, the Undersigned, furnished with Full Powers to 
that effect, have signed these additional Articles, and have thereunto 
affixed the Seal of their Arms. : a 


Done at........ .the.. .day of........ 182. 
(Signed) — (Signed) —— 
(L. S.) _ (.. S.) 
: | | No. 15. | 
Joseph Planta, jun. Esq. to E. M. Ward, Esq. 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 26, 1822. 


1 AM directed by Mr. Secretary Canning to refer you to the subject 
of his Despatches of the 30th of September,* relative to the proposed 
additional Articles to our Slave Trade Treaty with Portugal, and to 
acquaint you that intelligence has been received from His Majesty’s 
Minister at Madrid, stating that two Articles, similar to those above referred. 
to, have been sigued by the Spanish Minister; and also from His Ma- 
jesty’s Ambassador at the Court of the Netherlands, stating that they 

ve been likewise accepted by His Netherlands Majesty’s Government. 
Mr. Secretary Canning ts, in consequence, very anxious to hear that your. 
Negociations with the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty on this 
subject have been attended with satisfactory results. 


lam, &c. 
E. M. Ward, Esq. (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Jun. 
&e. &. Ke. | 
; | * See Netherlands, Nos, 10 and Il. 
No. 16. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to E. M. Ward, Esq. 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 22, 1823. 


I HAVE received your Despatch of the 23d of December last, in- 
closing Mr. Pinheiro’s counter-project of three additional Articles to the 
Slave Trade Convention of the 28th of July 1817. 

His Majesty’s Government are sorry to perceive that the Court of Por- 
tugal objects to sign the two Articles proposed by this Country, unless 
another Article is added to them, stipulating, that, in the case of a va- 
cancy occurring in the arbitration, pending the judgment of a cause by 
the Arbitrator of either Nation, lots should again be drawn to determine 
whethc; t.e Arbitrator of the other Nation should not decide the cause. 
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The Court of Spain, as the Portuguese Government are aware, have 
already consented to sign the two first-mentioned Articles without any 
condition; the Court of the Netherlands have done the same. His Ma- 
jesty ss Government hope, therefore, that the Portuguese Government, 
upon fu rther consideration, will not determine to stand alone in the re-. 

jection Of them; but will concur with the Courts of Spain and the Nether- 
lands 2x2 admitting an addition to the Treaty so entirely accordant with the 
spirit im which it was concluded. _The third proposed Article stands on 
so dgafX erent a ground that it must be Bac han fe separate consideration. 
am, &c. 
EM. Ward, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
&e. <&C. Ke. 


Nee arcana Aaa ecacaacea aaa 


No. 17. 
Henry «— hamberlain, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received April 17.) 


Sr k> - Rio de Janeiro, January 25, 1823. 


1B Ec Gi leave to forward, inclosed, a List of the number of Slaves im- 
ported. a mato this Port during the year 1822, shewing that out of thirty-one 
thousaa x CR 2two hundred and forty embarked, three thousand four hundred 
and e3 <= Inty-four died on the passage, and twenty-eight thousand two 
hundre«d and forty-six were landed.* 

Five of the vessels named in the List, viz: 

Desengano ....... with ...... 820 Slaves 

Toninha..... cece ew Oe cee ees BIG — 

Bom Fim........ — ...... 883 — 

Victoria .........- —= seeee, 100 — 

Estrella ........58 = soeeee 19 — 
came {s-«>mn Bahia, and the whole of their cargoes were believed to consist 
of Nes woes from the Gold Coast, although it would be difficult to prove it. 

| ] have the honour to be, &c. 
The FR = x~ht Hon.GeorgeCanning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 
r- “ae &c. &c. | Consul General, 
* See Note at the end of the List. 


(Inclosure in No. 17.) 


List 2 Slaves imported From the Coast of Afriea into Rio de Janeiro 
during the year 1822. 


Date Of sem srival., Description. Name of Vessel. From whence. | em- jon pas-| Land- 
: . : barked.) save.{ ed. ° 


1IS2=—. | 

januarsy 2d — Ship — S. José Americano {| — Cabinda — 
5th | — Brig —|— Golfnho — | — Ditto — 

BOth | — Ditto — | — Aurora do Cabo— | Mocambique 
B7th | — Ditto— 1 — # Landof& ‘“—{— Ditto — 
Beth | — Ditto — | — Paquete do Rio — | — Cabinda — 
=20th Schooner | — Liberal —{— Zaire — 

Feary pst — Brig —{— <Amazona — ] Mocambique 
= — Ship — | Conceicao Esperanga | — Ditto — 
“> th — Brig — |} — Florde Lima — | — Angola — 

Bith | — Ditto —}— Esperanca — Benguella 

34th | — Ditto — Triumfodo Brazil Mocambique 

1Sth {| — Ditto — | — Scnhor da Guia— } Quelemane 
19th Schooner — Maria Thomasia— | — Angola — 


2uUth | — brig —|]— © Ulysses  — | Mocambique 
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: oe No. ied | No. 
Date of arrival. | Description. Name of Vessel, |: From whence. | em- | ‘on | Land- 
: barked.tpassage| ed. 


1822. 
February 20th | — Brig —{— Trajano — | — Cabinda — | 462 2} 460 
: 224 | — Ditto—)—  Zephiro — {| Quelemane 504 21 | 483 
23d — Ditto—{— Mercurio — Benguella 420 36 | 384 
24th Schooner | — Leopoldina — Quelemane 481 33 | 448 
26th | — Dito —}— Marianna — |! Mocambique 520 | 140]| 330 


March 2d — Brig —|— Minerva — {| Quelemane 487 12} 475. 
Sth Sehooner Principe Regente — Cabinda— | 6893) JI7} 664 

2d — Brig — | — Principe Reat — Benguella 334 —| 334 

— | Vinte seis de Fevereiro | Mocambique 623 | 127 | 496 

—|— Abismo — |— Angola — | 305 66 } 239 

_ General Sampayo — Ditto — | 465 | 113] 352 

26th | — Ditto — | — General Silveira — Quelemane 460 54 | 406 

— — Ditto — Conde dos Arcos — Ditto —{ 477. 52 | 425 

— — Ditto — Mariana Daphne — Angola — | 4791 104! 375 


7th =| — Ship — Feliz Eugenia — | Mocambique 672 | 2171 435 


— — Brig —| — Dezengano — — Bahia —| 320 — | 320 
April 16th | — Ship —} So. Antonio Destimidof — Angola — | 747 {| 228} 519 
18th | — Ditto — | — Maria — | — Cabinda — | 448 69 | 379 
— — Brig —|— Santa Roza —[ — Ditto —{| 3/3 22) 291 
23d — Ditto — | Senhora do Baluarte Quelemane 418 — 215 | 203 
29th | — Dittlo~ f— Vulcano —~ | — Loanda —} 390 28 | 362 
May 4th — Ditto— | Conceicao e Passos | — Angola — 49 } 400 
8th — Ditto — | — Reino do Brazil — Benguella 37 | 358 
June 6th — Ditto-—- | — Gram.Penedo — |. — Cabinda —~ 27 | 432 
— Schooner | — Urania — j}|— Angola — 34 | 268 
7th — Ship ~— | — Amalia —{— Ditto — 153 | 607 
— — Ditto — |Sa. Anna Flor de Loanda|’ — Cabinda — Ji | 534 
26th |— Brig —|—  Ligeiro — » — Berguela— 18 | 390 
27th Schooner }— Toninha —[|— Buhia — — | 256 
July 20th {| — Brig — | So. Joze Deligente [{ — Cabinda — —f 428 
22d — Dito—|— Bom Fim —{— Bahia — — | 333 
25th -—~ Ship — | — Mereantil -— {| — Angola — 38 | 695 
August 19th | —~ Brig —|— Victoria — | — Bahia — — | 100 
— — Ditto—} Seisde Fevereiro f —Artibrixe— 1 | 466 
September 3d | — Ship — | — Flor do Brasil — | — Angola — 63 | 572 
5th |— Brig — | — Cheador — f— Ditto — 60 | 535 
Sh jj — Ditto—]|— — Tejo —{— Dito —} 96 | 375. 
24th | — Ditto— | —  Adamattor — ‘Benguella =f } ft 524 
— Schooner |— Estrella —?— Bahia — — 79 
30th | — Brig — | Marquez de Pombal | Benguella 2; 298 
_— — Dito—|— Victoria — | —° Ditto — — | 100 
October 4th | —~ Ditto— | — General Rego — | — Angola — 48 | 467 
Zist {| — Ditto— | — Poliphemo — 7 — Cabinda — [| 4} 434 
22d |— Ditto— |—  Trajano — Benguella 3 | 407 
30th =| — Smack — Bella Americana | — Cabinda — —| 3di 
November Ist {|— Brig —|— Golfinho — {| — Cabinda — —j} 470 
4th | — Ditto— | — Paquete do Rio— '— Ditto — 4} 495 
Sth | —~ Ditto— }|— KEsperanga — ' — Angola — 13 | 522 
14th | = Ditto— |— Ditto — {| Benguella | 6 | 425 
30th | — Ditto— | —Imperador Feliz— | — Angola — 76} 54! 
December 3d | — Ditto — — Aurora do Cabo— | Quelemane | 45 | 452 
' 8th | — Ditto — Triumfo do Brasil. | — Cabinda — 8 | 335 
18th | — Ditto — | Africano Constitutional} Quelemane 49 | 590 
28th | — Ditto— { Conceicao e Passos [| — Angola — 30 { 421 
= — Ditto— | —Pastorade Lima— { Benguetta 7\ 460 
Total, 3484 [28246 
: a 
Note. Fy a Return subsequently received from Mr. Commissioner Hayne, the Numbers are 
stated as [ui-ows :— Embarked - © - + + 31240 


Died on Passage - - - 3456 
Landed - = e@ © = = 27784 


~ 
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No. 18. 


Wenry Chamberlain, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning. — (Received 
April 30.) | 


Scr, Rio de Janeiro, February 20, 1823. 


EK EEX AVE the honour to transmit you the inclosed Returns, which I 
haw received from Mr. Consul Pennell, of the number of Slaves im- 
prted into Bahia during the year 1822. : 

Tike first vessel on the List is openly stated to have come from the 
Golat Coast. : 

J have the honour to be, c. 


(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN. 


The 2K ight Hon. George Canning, 
KC. Kc. Kc. 


(First Inclosure in No. 18.) 


A Ret ez rn of the Number of Slaves imported into Bahia, from Ist January 
to 80th June 1822. 


No. of Negroes. 


Date of Descrip- 


Arri tion of 
vas 4 Vessel. 


Whence. Observations, 


bark- |Dead. Land- 
ed. 


=e 
en, a __) ee ee 


182 <> 
jn Essel Brig Santa Anna — Coast of Mina| 228] 12 | 216/The greater por- 
I> © Bal Smack |[— Sacramento— — Molembo 201} 5 | 196) tion of these 
IDeka} VYitto \— Alegria — —— — Ditto —] 170) 2 | 16s; Slaves are sup- 
3€D a Bal Ditto {— Luzitania —| — |— Ditto —] 173) 8 | 165) posed to be im- 
Po ees Ditto |— Rosalia — —~ — Ditto —| 152} 6 | 146) ported from 
Fb. Sec ke Brig j— Desengano — ———— — Ditto —| 372) 18 | 354] those parts of 
Mr. B se] Ditto {— Bom Fim —| —  |— Ditto —| 70| 13 |. 57] Africa prohibit- 
Sa Ditto {— Victoria —| |= — Ditto —| 421} 9 | 412) edbytheTreaty. 
i © Balj Ditto |Paquete da Bahia — — Cabinda —} 397} 7 | 300} ( Was boardedin 
ie © Ral Ditto |— Vigilante — —— Molembo | 430} 0 | 230/< lat. 2.4.N. by 
A >€ Zeal Dito |— Uniao — —— — Ditto -—| 371) 16 | 355] [ an Insurgent 
sig <> © B-w \Schooner| Bella Estrella —— — Ditto —| 43) 3] 40) | Privateer,who 
Lae ERs! Smack (— Fe —| —~ |— Ditto —} 48] 0] 48] | took200Slaves 
's> © Ba! Ditto |— Americana — — — Ditto —j} 47| 3 | 44] from ber. 
1S Schooner{— Lucrecia — — — Angola —| 304) 14 | 290 
a>0 > Smack |— Avoador — —_— Molembo 94, OF} 94 
Ma icc. Ship j— Cisné — — {— Ditto —} 419} 10 | 409 
VAG eRA | Brig [MariadaGloria}] = — — |— Ditto —| 395) 14 | 38! 
Say Smack j-—- Toninha —; _— — Ditto —} 263] 12 | 25) 
. <i Brig |— Zero —i — Ditto —| 380} 23 | 357 
{88S}175 513 
(Signed) W. PENNELL, 


F r 
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(Second Inclosure in No. 18.) 


A Return of the Number of Slaves imported into Bahia, from Ist July to 31st ° 
December, 1822. | 


—_——eee a TS a Beara) 


iip- 
Date of Descii} 


“| No, of Negrues,| 


—\ 


Arrival. oe ot | Name of Vessel. Captain. Whence. a = \Land- OR ENON: 
; esscl, ed. | =j ed. 
1822, ; 
July 14th} Smack Sacramento Joze Joaqm. Vellozo Molembo| 198/13] 185)Tbe greater por- 
26th} Ditto |— S. Yoao —|— Joao Sabino —} Ditto | JG8} 5} 160] tion of these 
— {Schooner, — Sa, Estrella— | Cosme Joze Rodrigues | Ditto 179; 9} 170} Slaves are sup- 
Sept. 2Ist} Ship {| — Vigilinte —! Joa. Miz. da Costa Ditto | 246] 3} 243) posed to beim- 
Oct. 19th} Smack |— Aleyria — | — Jva. Maurino — | Angola | 332117} 315] ported from 
29th) Brig '— Conceigao — | —Manvel Joaquim — |Molembo | 365)13;) 352] those parts of 
Nov. 9th} Smack ;— Afra © — { Pascoal de Sza. Neves | Atubris | 186; 4) 182] Africa probi- 
bith} Brig — Amazona — | Martinho Je Baptista jMolembo | 226) u} 226] bited by the 
L5th|Schoone:}| — Uniao — {| Marcelin Alz. da Crus Ditto 297| O| 297| Treaty. 
23d { Brig Maria da Gloria | Joao J. da Foncua Ditto | 339) 8} 331 
24th) Ditto [Divina Providencia, Joao Bapta. Coelho Ditto 17d! 5] 173 
30th|Schooner} — Constitueao— ‘Joaquim Luis de Araujo} Ditto | 254) |} 263 
Dec, 4tht Smack | — Lusitania = Miguel Ant. Neto Ditto | 19] | 196 
322 12113143 
? ee 
(Signed) W. PENNELL. 
ee ae ; 
No. 19. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to E. M. Ward, Esq. 
Sir, | Foreign Office, March 21, 1823. 


IN reference to the Communications on which you have been instructed 
to address the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, respecting the 
Traffick in Slaves, carried on at the Portuguese Scttlement of Princes 
Island; 1 now furnish you with a copy of a Despatch, dated the LOth of 
September 1822, from His Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone, and 
of its Inclosure, stating the case of the San Jusd Xalaga, captured in 
the attempt to supply the market of Prince’s fsland with Slaves.—Slaves 
are thence distributed with impunity to other parts of the Portuguese 
Dominions, in evasion of the restrictive provisions of the Treaty between 
Great Britain and Portugal. 7 

You will, in communicating the purport of these Papers to the Portu- 
guese Government, urge them to send out orders, which, by providing for 
the severe punishment of the Offenders, shall be effectual in deterring 


them from these nefarious practices. fam, &c. ; 
E. M. Ward, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


&e. &e. oc. 
No. 20. 
E. M. Ward, Esq. to Mr. Sccretary Canning.—(Reccived April 15.) 
( Extract.) Lisbon, March 25, 1823. 


1 HAVE now the honour tosend home the two additional Articles to the 
Slave Trade Convention between Great Britain and Portugal, of the 281b 
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of July 1817, which, in virtue of the Full Powers with which His Majesty 
was graciously pleased to invest me, I have negociated and signed with 
the Plenipotentiary named on the part of His Most Faithful Majesty. 
The small deviations which you will remark in them from the original 
Drafts forwarded to me for my instruction, will not, I trust, be disapproved 
by The King. They were admitted by me as unimportant in comparison 
with the delay which my opposing them might occasion. I took upon 
myself to add the words ‘of either sex” when speaking of Slave or 
Slaves, on eccount of the ambiguity which might arise from the use of the 
Portuguese word “ Escravo.” 
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) BK. Ai. WARD. 
KC. KC. &e. | 


No. 21. | 
E. M. Ward, Esq. to Joseph Pianta, jun. Exq.—(Received April 26.) - 


Sir, a Lisbon, April 12, 1822. 
I HAVE the honour herewith to forward the answer which the Portu- 
guese Secretary of State returned to the representation founded on Myr. 
Canning’s Despatch of September 30th, which laddressed to Lin. 
} have the honour to be, &c. 
Joseph Planta, jun. Esq. Q@igned)  &. Sr. WARD. 
&e. &c. Ke. 


CInclosure in No. 21.) 
Signor Pinheiro Ferreira to BE. M. Ward, Esq. 


(Traaslation.) Lisbon, Novenher 26, 1822. 
THE Undersigned, &e. having received the two Notes addressed to him 
by Mr. Vrard, &&. dated the 8st ultimo, and 3d instant, relative to the 
abuses committed in the Traflick of Slaves by the Portuguese ships Conde 
de Viila Flor, Desengano, and Toninha; abuses in which even some of 
the Constituted Authoritics appear: to have participated, proceeded, in 


consequence of the orders of His Majesty, before whom the said Notes 


were immediately laid, to such enquiries, by means of persons actually 
residing in this City, as might better enable the Undersigned to answer 
Mr. Ward concerning the facts therein set forth. | 
These preliminary steps not being, however, sufficient to obtain the 
desired information, orders have been issued fer a more circumstantial in- 
vestigation in the yery Places where the fects were committed ; whilst 
the niost positive injunctions have been given, net only to the publick 
Authorities, but also to all Portuguese Subjects established in those Parts, 
to obey, with the most scrupulous exactacss, the Treaties existing between 
the Two Crowns, as far as each is concerned. In the mean time the Under- 
signed can assure Mr. Ward, for the information of his Government, that 


His Most Faithful Majesty wil not suffer even the most insignificant of 
phe Stipulations agreed upon between ihe ‘wo Crowns to be inivinged 


j@b impunity, being assured that this 1s the only means for insuring « con- 


7qy MUaAnce of the good faith and harmony happily subsisting between them, 
got which the Portuguese Government. considers as the strongest guaran- 
e Of the prosperity of there Kingdoms. 


The Under: ivied seizes, &e. 


(Signed) SILVESTRE PINHEIRO PEREREIRA, 


g. INL. Ward, Esq. 


rc. &e. &e. 
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| | _ No. 22. Oo 
Mr. Secretary Canning to E. M. Ward, Esq. 
(Extract.) : : Foreign Office, April 17, 1823. 


HIS Majesty has seen with satisfaction that you have concluded and 
signed with the Portuguese Government the two additional Articles to 
the Slave Trade Treaty of the 28th of July 1817. His Majesty’s Ratifi- 
cations of these Articles will be forthwith prepared and transmitted to 
you, to be exchanved against those of The King of Portugal ; and 1 have to 
signify to you His Majesty’s gracious approbation of your conduct in this 
transaction. | aa : 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


E. M. Ward, Esq. 
&e.. &c. Ke. 


No. 23. 


E. M. Ward, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 11.) . 

(Extract.) 3 Lisbon, May 2, 1823. 

I AM happy to find that the alterations from the original Draft of the 

Slave Trade Articles, which were agreed to by me, have received His 

Majesty’s most gracious approbation; for the honour conferred upon me, 

by the signification of which, through you, in your Despatch of the 17th 
of April, [ teel duly grateful. 

The Cortes having separated without approving them, The King’s Ra- 
tification cannot vet be given; however, they are summoned extraordi- 
narily for the 15th of this month. | | 
The Bight Hon. George Canning, (Signed) E. M. WARD. 

&e. &e. &c. | 


No. 24. ; 
Ki. M. Ward, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 11.) 


Sin, : | : Lisbon, May 2, 1823. 
_ 1 HAVE the honour to acquaint you that, in obedience to your com- 
mands, conveyed in your Despatch of the 21st of March, I addressed a 
representation, of which the inclosed is a copy, on the subject of the Por- 
tuguese sloop, Xa/aga, engaged in the illegal Traffick in Slaves on 
the Coast of Africa, to the Minister for Foreizn Affairs, whose answer 
have likewise the honour to annex. 
i have the honour to be, &c. 

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) E. M. WARD. 


&c. &e. &e. 


“ff 


(First Inclosure in No. 24.) 


E. M. Ward, Esq. to Signor Pinheiro Ferreira. 
| Lisbon, April 24, 1823. 
_ The Undersigned, &c. has received the orders of his Government to ad- 
dress His Excellency, Signor Silvestre Pinheiro Ferreira, &c.: in “order to 
press upon the consideration of His Most Faithful Majesty’s Goverimen 


ante oe 
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the expediency of applying some check to the malpractices carried on 
under the Portuguese flag, by the illegal Slave-traders of Princes Island. 

The necessity that some check should be put to the Slave Trade in 
that quarter, is now rendered more evident by the case of the schooner- 
boat, Jaz Jozé Xalaca, an abstract of which the Undersicned has the 
honour to inclose herewith. 

This vessel belonged to Princes, and was owned by a relative of one of 
the principal Persons of the Island; the same who was engaged in the 
expedition of the schooner, Conceicao, that was detained and con- 
demned in the year 1821, for a breach of the Convention. 

The San José Xalaca cleared out from Princes for Cabinda; but 
went direct for Calabar River, where she took in thirty Slaves. 

The miseries attendant on this traffick sre exemplified hy the present 
case. It would appear that the system by which ibe illicit Slave Trade 
is pursued by the people of Princes Island, ts to send small vessels to the 
Jarge rivers in the vicinity of the Island, these vessels being more likely 
to escape detection, and to be more readily supplied with Slaves to feed 
the market at Princes. Such were the vessels detained by Sir George 
Collier in the year 1819; such the noted Nora Felicidade; such ie 
Conceicao, and Defensora da Patria. Accommodation on board these 
vessels there cannot be any; and when the voyage happens to be in the 
least protracted, as in the case of the Nova Felicidade, and as in the 
present case, from unfavourable weather, aud from the ignorance and 
uoskilfulness of the Masters, the consequence to tbe Slaves must be a 
state of extreme suffering. Although the distance betwixt Princes and 
the entrance of the Calabar, be only such as may be passed in five or six 
days in favourable weather, the San José Xalaca was six weeks at sea, 
after leaving the Calabar, and ten Slaves perished absolutely through 
hunger and thirst. 

e British Commissioners at Sierra Leone entertain an opinion that the: 
most effectual method of opposing the iniquitous traffick at Princes 
Island, would be by adopting some mode by which convicted. Slave- 
dealers might be sent to a Portuguese Settlement, in order to their trial 
and transportation to Mozambique, the traffickers at. Princes, when brought 
to Sierra Leone, shewing great dread of being transported to the Eastern 
Possessessions of the Crown of Portugal ia Africa. 

The necessitv of a strict enforcement of the penalties of the Alvara 
prohibiting the Slave Trade to the North of the Fauinior. is evident; and 
the Undersigned hopes and trusts that the Government of His Most 
Faithful Majesty will send out ordérs, which, by providing for the severe 
punishment of the Offenders, shall be effectual in deterring them from 
the nefarious practices complained of. 

He has the honour, &c. . 
Signor Silvestre Pinheiro Ferreira, (Signed) .E.M. WARD. 
&c. Kc. &e. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 24.) | 
Signor Pinheiro Ferreira to E. M. Ward, Esq. 


(Translation.) | Lishon, April 26, 1823. 
THE Undersigned, &c. has received and laid before Tne King the Note 
gaddressed to him by Mr. Ward, &c. dated the 24th instant, inclosing an 
abstract of the case of the schooner Sax Jozé Xaluca, belonging to 
Princes Island, and captured by the Thistle, brig of war, for Trafficking 
im Slaves to the North of the a a And the Undersigned has received 
G 
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orders to signify to him the great displeasure of His Majesty at the infrac- 
tions of the Convention of the 28th July 1817, and that the Minister of 
Justice has been commanded to cause proceedings to be had against the 
delinquents with all the rigor of the Laws. | 
The Undersigned renews, &c. 

(Signed) SILVESTRE PINHEIRO FERREIRA: 
BE. M. Ward, Esq. 
— &. Ke. Ke. 


No. 25. 
Mr. Seeretary Canning to E. M. Ward, Esq. 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 24, 18235. 


IN reference to my former instructions to you on the subject of the 
illegal Traifick in Slaves carried on by the subjects of Portugal, F forward 
to you, herewith, the copy of a Despatcea which I have received from His 
Majesty’s Commissioners at Sicrra Leone on this subject. 

From these Papers it appears that the Portuguese Authorities, uot- 
withstanding the repeated encwagemeuts of their Government to the con- 
trary, still continue to insert in the passports granted to vessels trading in 
Slaves, permission to call at the Cameroons, St. Thomas’s, and Princes 
Island. 

This pretence of a Jegal commerce to the North of the Line, is in 
reality incompatible with a Slave-trading voyage to the Stations, South 
of the Line, in which that trade is permitted to Portuguese subjects :— 
the real object such a permission can have, is to afford facility to illegal 
Slave Trade to the North of the Line. 
In calling the attention of the Portuguese Government to these facts, 

and their consequences, I have to desire that you will use your utmost en- 
deavours to impress upon them the urgent necessity of their putting 4 
stop to these, and to other, flagrant violations of the solemn engagentents 
which The King of Portugal has entered into with His Majesty. | 

As a more effectual precaution against this illicit traflick, lam to desire _ 
you will also endeavour to prevail upon them to adept the measure sug- - 
gested in the Postscript to my Despatch of the 31st of October 1823, of 
taking Bonds to a large amount from the Owners of vessels to whom 
passports may be granied to trade in Slaves tothe Southward of the 
Line; the amount thereof to be forfeited to the Government, if th 
vessel be found trading to the Northward. 7 

lam, &e. | 
KE. M. Ward, Esq. . (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
&e. &e. Ke. | | 


—(Memorandin:.) 


BY a private Letter, addressed by Mr. Ward to Mr. Planta, and dated 
the 2Ist of June, it appears, that (owing, probably, to the occurrences 
which had taken place at Lisbon,) the HKatifications of the Additional 
Articles to the Convention of the 26th of July 1817, had not yet been 
exchanged. 3 
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| No. 1. 
Sir Charles Stuart to The Marquess of Londonderry.—{Reccived March 10.) 


(Extract.) Paris, March 7, 1822, 


SINCE the anxiety of His Majesty’ s Government to bring about an 
effectual abolition of the Slave ‘I'rade, has: rendered the measures which 
are expedient for that purpose, the subject of much deliberation among the 
French Ministers, tne communications of the several Associations formed 
in Great Brita:n aiid the United States for that object, press so strongly for an 
iminediate interference on the part of the French Legislature, that it is pro- 
bable, if the French Ministers do not come to the a cernae en of adopting 
the sugrestions of ny Court, the Chambers will again take the liiuative 
in the consideration of this question. 

I have told ‘The Vicomte de Sfontmorency that, if the Ministers should 
take the question into their own hands, they will ace the bad effect which 
must inevitably arise from making the ahelion a mere Party affair, and that 
¥ shrall look forward with greater certainty to the attainment of the object 
which has so long, and so eagerly, been demanded, while, in the contrary al- 
ternative, a repetition of the. disap pointinenst niust ‘Le expected, to which the 
Petitions brought forward on this subject have. in former years, given rise. 
Though His Excellency lias not enti the justice of my reasoning, 
I have not been able, hitherto, to obtain trom him any thine farther than 
a renewal of the assurances, contained i in the Official Letter, sent hoine in wy 
Despatch of the 7th ultimo. 

(Signed) CHARLES STUART. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
&c. &c. Ke. 
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No. 2. 
Sir Charles Stuart to The Marquess of Londonderry.—(Reccived April 4.) - 


_(Extract.) Paris, April 1, 1822. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint Your Lordship that a motion, by The 
Duke de Broglie, respecting the abolition of the Slave Trade, was brought 
forward in the Chamber of Pecrs on Thursday last, in the form of a proposi- 
tion that an Address should be carried up to the Throne, requesting, in com- 
pliance with the Engagements contracted under Treaties with Foreign Powers, 
that the new Laws may be enacted which His Majesty deems necessary 
to prevent this traffick. 

he opposition to this motion was founded principally upon the informality 
of an Address brought forward in an indefinite shape, an argument of which 
the adversaries to the measure appeared extremely anxious to take advantage ; 
and, after some discussion, they succeeded in carrying a motion for an- 
adjournment by a large majority. . 
(Signed) — CHARLES STUART. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. | 


&e. &e, ce. 


No. 3. 
Sir Charles Stuart to The Marquess of Londonderry.—(Received April 7.) 


(Extract.) 7 Paris, April 4, 1822. 


THE Chamber of Deputics on Monday began the examination of the 
expense of the Marine and Colonies. M. Benjamin Constant availed him- 
self of the opportunity to call the attention of the Chamber to the repre- 
sentations which have been received respecting the continuation of the Slave 
Trade, and though he was answered by the Minister of the Marine, and by 
M. Lainé, they appeared anxious to avoid committing the interests of the 
Government, by proposals in the Chamber which are likely to fail, rather 
than desirous to check the evil which is admitted on all sides to exist. 


- (Signed) CHARLES STUART. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. | 
&c. Ke. &e. 
LE AE EES SI PE SE SSS SS ET SE SE EN OS TORR 
No. 4. 


Sir Charles Stuart to The Marquess of Londonderry.—( Received April 11.) 


(Extract.) : Paris, April 8, 1822. 

I WAITED until the termination of the discussion in the Chamber of 
Deputies, upon the expenses of the Colonial Department, had given me a 
full conviction that it is not the intention of the French Ministers to bring 
forward any proposition this Session, which is calculated to remedy the 
defects in the French Laws for the abolition of the Slave Trade, betore I re- 
solved to carry into effect the instructions contained in Your Lordship’s 
Despatch of the 26th ult. which reached me on Monday last. 

It was not till yesterday that I spoke to The Vicomte de Montmorency on | 
the subject, when the same representations on both sides, which have been 
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detailed upon many similar occasions in the course of my correspondence, 
were again repeated. I therefore determined to carry to His Excellency’s 
knowledge the facts detailed in Your Lordship’s Letter, by compressing the 
whole into the shape of the official Note, of which I have the hunour to in- 


close a copy. - | 
| ) (Signed) CHARLES STUART. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
&c. Ke. &e. 


(Inclosure in No. 4.) 


Sir Charles Stuart to The Vicomte de Montmorency 


Sir, Paris, April 7, 1822. 

A SUCCESSION of fresh outrages renders it again my duty to observe 
to Your Excellency, that the pledge given to Ilis Britannick Maiesty by The 
King of France tor the effectual abolition of the Slave Trade, remains 
unredeemed. 3 | 

At a moment when the enactments of the American and Spanish Legisla- 
tures have shewn the cordial inclination of those Nations, to concur in 
measures for the attainment of an object so important to humanity, the 
official advices received by His Britannick Majesty’s Government from 
Sierra Leone, dated in January, prove that this detestable traffick still exists 
in full activity on the African Coast, covered and protected by the flag of 
France. 

During the months of July and August last, the Leeward Coast being 
visited by British Cruizers, three French Slave-traders, as by the inclosed 
list, were met with and examined on the Calabar River. 

At the same period the River Bonny was found swarming with Slave-. 
traders, and Your Excellency is furnished with a list of the vessels which 
abused and disgraced the French flag ; four having their cargoes on board. 

On the line of Coast between Sierra Leone and Cape Mount, one of His 
Britannick Majesty’s vessels, during a ecruize only of ten days, fell in with. 
nine French Slave-traders, of which I likewise transmit Your Excellency 
the names. 

Though these facts sufficiently shew Your Excellency the advantage taken 
of the inadequacy of the Regulations of France, to put a stup to this odioys: 
traffick, there are other cases in which particulars cannot be obtained. Ae-. 
counts of undoubted authority, and of recent date, from the Factory of the —. 
Gallinas, state that, in the course of last summer, three Slave-vessels under | 
French colours were lying in that Port; that a large Slave-vessel, fully Jaden, 
had sailed from Shevar, under the same flag, ten davs before ; and that, about 
the same time, in the river Pongas, a French schooner, M. Dees, Master, took 
on board ninety-five Slaves, while, besides the ordinary exportation in large. 
vessels, an extensive carrying-trade is kept up with the Cape de Verd Islands, 
principally by the small craft belonging to Goree and Senegal. 

There seems indeed to be scarcely a spot on that Coast which docs not 
shew traces of the Slave Trade, with all its attendant horrors, for the 
arrival of a Slave-ship in any of the Rivers on the Windward Coast, being the 
signal for war between the Natives, the hamlets of the weaker party are 
burnt, and the miscrable survivors carried and sold to the Slave-traders. 

It is clearly ascertained, by enquiries nade on the spot, and on the adjacent 
Coast, by His Majesty’s cruizers, that the number of Slave-cargocs taken out 
of the River Bonny in the preceding year, amounted actually to one hundred 
and nincty, and a similar retttrn from the Calabar, for the like period, made a 
total for that River alone of one hundred and sixty-two. | 
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I have received the express commands of The King, my Master, to address 
to the Government of His Most'Christian Majesty, an urgent representation 
of these distressing facts, which, if they prove any thing, prove that wherever 
the French flag appears, protection and impunity are granted to the Slave- 
trader, and that the abuse of the Laws enacted in France against this traffick, 
notwithstanding the allegations of the Party disposed to encourage the mis- 
chief, afford practical examples of the consequences which must result from 
this evil, by occasioning encroachiments-on the Ferritortes of friendly Powers 
in Africa, and exciting bloody wars among the Natives. 

The magnitude of the evil must compel. the French Government now to 
determine, whether they will refuse to execute their Engagements, and sit 
down under the imputation of being the Power, to whom all those interested 
in such a cause turn their eyes, as the avowed Protector of this.Commerce ; 
or vindicate their character for good faith and humanity in the eyes of the 
rest of the world, by assimilating their legislation to that of those Countries 
which have the greatest interest in Maritime and Colontal affairs. 

I have the honour to.be, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. SFUARF. 
The Vicomte de Montmorency, | 
&e. &e. &ce. 
RR Cae aaacaaaaa aaa ceca a aaa 
No. 4. 
Sir Charles Stuart to The Marquess of Londonderry.—/ Received: June 13.). 


My Lorn, . | Paris, Junc 10, 1822. 
IE AM to acknowledge Your Lordship’s Letter of the 14th of May,* con- 


taining copies of the several Papers waich have been laid before Parliament 
upon the subject of the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

Fhe anxiety of The Vicomte de Montmorency to read these Papers. in- 
duced me to avail myself of an early opportunity to send them to His Ex- 
cellency, accompanied by the inclosed Note, in which I reminded him, that, 
since my various communications remain unanswered, he must not be sur- 
prised that the interests of France respecting this important subject, are.in, 
some degree separated from those of all other civilized Nations. - — 

. ' It is stated in the Moniteur of the 8th instant, that proceedings have been. 
instituted by the Colonial Tribunals against individuals who have embarked in, 
this Trade, but the silence of the Government in their communications with. 
me upon the subject, throws a doubt upon tlhiese statements, which induces. 
me to hesitate to give to them that credit to which I should otherwise haye. 
supposed them to be entitled. | 
. I have the honour to be, &e. | 
The ere ae (Signed) CHARLES STUART. 
| &e. CG. c. 7 


* Same as Netherlands, No, 4. 


¢Inclosure.in No.. 5.) 


Sir Charles. Stuart to The Vicamte de.Montmoreney. 
Srr, Paris, June 5, 1822. 


IN compliance with Your Excellency’s wishes, I have the huneur to in- 
close the Papers which have been laid before the British. Parliament res- 
pecting the Slave Tradg.. 


es 
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I cannot but point out that the proofs they afford of a disposition to abolish 
this traflick on the part of Spait, and of the United States, offer a melancholy 
contrast to the resuit of the numerous overtures I have had the honour to 
address Your Excellency upon this subject. I therefore avail myself of the 
opportunity, not only to remind your Excelleacy that my various remon- 
strances remain unanswered, but that the persevering tudustry with which 
the Slave-traders still abuse the protection of the French flag, and tlie re- 
luetance of the Government to adupt any. measure which can check this evil, 
will, if continued, scparate the views and interests of France upon this ques- 
tion from those of all other civilized Nations. 

In the hope that the factsstated in these Documents will lead to resolations. 
which the interests of humanity, not less than the dignity of the French 
Court require; - 
| F have the honour to ke, &c. 
The Vicomte de Montmorency. (Signed) CHARLES STUART. 

&c. &e. &e. 8 ee 


No. 6. 
The Marquess of Londonderry: to Sir Charles Stuart. 
Srr,, a Foreign Olfice, Fune 14, £822. 


IN reference to my former Despatches, relative to the Slave Trade carried 
on under the flag of France, I have tha honour to inclpse copies of Commu- 
nications. received. by the Lords Commissioners: of the Admiralty, en the 
subject of a vessel called the duguste, fitted owt as the Mautitiue, ans.om- 
ployed under the French, flag, im carrying Slaves to the Isle of Baurbga. 
Your Excellency will take a favourable opportanity of communicating: the 
facts stated in these papers, to the Government of Ks Most Christian. Mas 
jesty, and of again calling their serious attention to this uvipleasant subject. 


Tam, &c, 
| (Signed) LONDONDERRY. 
His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, G.C. B. | 


&e. &e. &e. 3 > 
No. 7. 
Sir Charles Stuart to The Marquess of Londonderry.—(Received June 27.) 
(Extract.) | Paris, June 24, 1822. 


LN obedience to: the directions contained in Your Lordship’s Latter: 4§ the. 
11th instant, I have addressed the communication to The Vicamta da Mont- — 
morency which F inclose, pointmg out a new infraction of the Law. for thie 
abolition: of the Slave'Trade, in the Island of Bourbon. : | 

'Phis representation has been acknowledged, in the Note E. have likewise the, 
henour to inclose, and F have since observed in the publick Papers, that M. 
Frappas, formerly Captain of His Most Christian Majesty’s Goélette La 
Bacchante, and two other Officers of the same rank, were landed in.arrest at 
Nentes on the 17th, from on board a ship from the Isle of Bourbon, under 4 
suspicion of their participation in this crime. 

Notwithstanding repeated remonstfances, I have not Hitherto been able to. 
indice the French Ministers to communicate to: me, officially, the particulars 
of the several prosecutions before the French ‘Tribunals, respecting infragtions 


of the Law upon this subject. | 
er (Signed) ' CHARLES STUART. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
&e. &e. &e, 
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(First Inclosure in No. 7.) 
Sir Charles Stuart to The Vicomte de Montmorency. 


Sir, Paris, June 15, 1822. 


I HAVE received the instructions of my Government to forward Your 
Excellency the inclosed Correspondence, relating to several infractions of the 
Law for the suppression of the Slave Trade, by a vessel under French colours, 
named the 4uguste, which appears to be carrying on this tratfick between’ 
the Isle of Bourbon and the African Coast. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Vicomte de Montmorency. (Signed) CHARLES STUART. 


&e. &e. &c. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 7.) 


The Vicomte de Montmorency to Sir Charles Stuart. 


Monsieur L’AMBASSADEUR, - Paris, le 20 Juin 1822. 


JE me suis empressé de transmettre A M. le Ministre de la Marine les 
piéces que Votre Excellence m’a fait 'honneur de m’adresser le 15 de ce’ 
Mois, et qui sont rélatives a differentes infractions aux Lois sur la Traite, qu'elle 
annonce avuir été commises par un batiment portant pavillon Francais nommé | 
U Auguste. Je Vai invitéen méme tems a faire prendre sur-le-champ des 
renseignemens sur les faits qui y sont signalés. Aussitdt que le résultat m’en 
sera connu, je m’empresserai d’en faire part 4 Votre Excellence. 

| J’ai Phonneur d’étre, &c. : 


(Signé) LE VTE. DE MONTMORENCY. 
Son Excellence Sir Charles Stuart, 


X&c. KC. &e. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 7.) 
The Vicomte de Montmorency to Sir Charles Stuart. 


(Translation.) | - Paris, June 20, 1822. 


I HASTENED to transmit to the Minister of the Marine the documents 
which Your Excellency did me the honour to address to me on the 18th. 
of this month, relative to several infractions of the Laws for the suppression — 
of the Slave Trade, which they state to have been committed by a vessel 
under French colours, named the duguste. I have requested him, at the . 
same time, to cause inquiries to be immediately instituted with regard to the | 
facts which are therein detailed. As soon as the result thereof shall be made 
known to me, I will lose no time in communicating it to Your Excellency. 

I have the honour to be, &c. | | 


(Signed) LE VTE. DE MONTMORENCY, ~ 


Pe 


His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, 
C. &e. C. 
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No 8 
The Marquess of Londonderry to Sir Charles Stuart. 
Sir, | Foreign Office, June 29, 1822. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to Your Excellency, copy of a Commu- 
nication received from His Majesty’s Consul at Bordeaux, respecting the 
fitting qut at that Port, of two vessels suspected of being intended for the 
Slave Trade, and I have to refer Your Excellency on that subject to my for- 
mer Correspondence. 

: I am, &c. 
(Signed) LONDONDERRY. 
His. Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, G. C. B. 
&c. &e. 


&e. 


(Lnclosure in No.8.) 
Mr. Coeneul Scott to The Marquess of Eondonderry. 


(Extract.) Bordeaux, June 16, 1822. 


IN obedience to my instructions, [ have the honour to inform Your 
Lordship that a brig, called the U/7ysse, of 285 tons burthen, mounted with 
six guns, commanded by Captain * * *, and a scliooner, called the 
Penelope (formerly the Mulatta) of 120 tons burthen, mounted with six 

uns, commanded by Captain * * *, brother of the Captain of the 

lysse, both belonging to * * * ** * *, established here as a 
Merchant, have been fitted out in this Port under French colours, and are 
now about to sail from the river under every appearance of being destined. 
for the Slave Trade. 

They are both extremely sharp vessels,. not.at all caleulated to carry mer-. 
chandize, and are rigged expressly for fast sailing. 

Tre Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. | 
&e. Ko. &e. 


| No. 9. 
Gir Charles Stuart to The Marquess of Londonderry.— (Received August’}1.) 


My Lorp, Parjs, August 8, 1822s 


IN obedience to Your Lordship’s directions, I have addressed the Note, of 
which I have the honour to inclose a copy, to the French Government, 
poutine out: the reasons which justif a suspicion that several vessels 

ave latcly been fitted out for the Slave ‘I'rade, in the Port of Bordeaux. 

The accompanying Answer, which reaehced me two days since, manifests the 
anxiety-of the French Ministers to remedy this evil, and states that orders 
have been addressed to the different Authorities for that purpose. It would 
appear, however, if the number of Trials and Condemnations, which The 
Minister of the Marine asserts, re to a report which has appeared in 
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the Paris Journals,) to have taken place, are correctly stated, that the result of 


their efforts to suppress this commerce, prove that it has increased to an 
extent, infinitely beyond any calculation I could have permitted myself to 


bring forward in the year 1814. 
I have the honour, &c. 


(Signed) CHARLES STUART. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. ) 
| a 


&c. &e. 


y. 


(first Inclosure in No. 9.) 
Sir Charles Stuait to The Vicomte de Montmorency. 


Sir, Paris, July 12, 1822. 


I HAVE the honour to inform Your Excellency that a brig, called the 
Ulysse, of 285 tons burthen, mounted with six guns, commanded by Cap- 
tain * * * anda schooner, called the Penelope (formerly the Maudatta) of 


120 tons burthen, mounted with six guns, commanded by Captain * * *, 
brother of the Captain of the Ulysse, both belonging to * * * 
* *, established as a Merchant at Bordeanx, have been fitted out in that 


Port under French colours, and are now about to sail from the river under 
every appearance of being destined for the Slave Trade. 

They are both extremely sharp vessels, not at all calculated to carry mer- 
chandize, and are rigged expressly for fast sailing. The Owner of these 
vessels is well known to have fitted out, and employed successfully; during 
the last four ycars, many vessels in the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. , 
Signed CHARLES STUART. 
The Vicomte de Montmorency, 
&e. = &e. &e. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 9.) 
The Vicomte de Montmorency to Sir Charles Stuart. 


Monsieur L’AMBASSADEUR, Paris, le 31 Juillet 1822. 


PAR sa Lettre du 12 de ce mois, Votre Excellence m’a transmis des 
renselenemens qui lui ont été communiqués sur deux navires Francais, 
£ Ulysse et la Penélope, commandés par * * * * armés a Bor- 
deaux, pour ¢tre employés, suivant les apparances, 2 la Traite des Noirs. Je me 
suis empressé dinviter M. Le Ministre de la Marine a se faire rendre compte 
des ces deux Armements. 

I! vient de me repondre que YAdininistration Maritime de Bordeaux a 
été chareée de surveiller, de concert avec le Ministére Public, ces expeditions. 

Elles seront objet d'une enquéte judiciaire, si les preuves de Icur cul- 
pabilité sont acquises. A dcfaut de ces preuves, les deux batimens suspectés 
scront signalés aux Autorités des Colonies Francaises pour étre l’objet d'une 
nouvelle surveillance. 

Quant 4 * * * indiqué comme devant commander [un 
de ces navires, M. Le Ministre de la Marine annonce qu'il vient d’étre 


interdit des fonctions de Capitaine au long cours. 
J’ai Phonneur, &e. 


> s (Signé) LE VIE. DE MONTMORENCY.. 
Son Excellence Sir Charles Styart, | 
Ke. Ke. &c. 
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(Second Inclosure in No. 9.) 


The Vicomte de Montmorency to Sir Charles Stuart. 


(Translation.) 


id 


Sir, Paris, July 31, 1822. 
'- BY your Letter of the 12th instant, Your Excellency acquainted me 
that you have received information of two French ships, the Ulysse and 
the Penelope, commanded by * * * * and fitted out at Bor- 
deaux, to be employed, according to appearance, in the Slave Trade. I has- 
tened to request the Minister of Marine to cause an enquiry to be made con- 
cerning these two ships. | 

He has just informed me that the Maritime Administration of Bordeaux has 
been ordered, conjointly with the Publick Authorities, to keep a watchful eye 
over these expeditions. 

They will have judicial proceedings instituted against them, if evidence 
should be obtained of their having transgressed the Law. In default of such 
evidence, the two suspected vessels will be pointed out to the Authorities 
in the French Colonies, in order that they may again be watched. As 
to * * * * * who is stated as having the command 
of one of these vessels, I have been intormed by the Minister of Marine 
that that Officer has just been suspended from his functions, as Captain for 
long voyages. | : 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) LE VTE. DE MONTMORENCY. 
His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, 
&c. &e. &e. 


REAR GLE EAT TE I EE AC Es STEN SAY Iie BMA EAE TEE SEITE PIE DEAE IC ESTE TEE SE DEEP DELLE PIE LAE DEEL ELE ELIE DIOL, 


No. 10. 
The Vicomte de Chateaubriand to- Earl Bathurst. 


Londres, le 16 Aofit, 1822. 
LE Soussigné, Ambassadeur de Sa IWfajesté Trés Chrétieune prés Sa 


Majesté Britannique, a ’honneur de mettre sous les yeux de Lord Bathurst les 
faits suivants, dont il a été informé par M. Le Baron Seguier, Consul-Général 
de France 4 Londres. | 

Le bric Francais La Vigilante, saist pat la croisiére Angloise dans la 
riviere Bonny, sur la Céte d’Afrique, aprés un combat, ot il y a eu du sang 
versé, est arrivé a Portsmouth: /a Perite Betsy saisie dans les mémes cir- 
constances et dans les mémes parages est entré depuis dans le méme Port. 
Son équipage a été iis a terre sans secours et abandonné a son sort. 

La France ne reconnait a aucune Puissance le droit de visiter ses batiments. 
Des sujets de Sa Majesté Trés Chrétienne, arrétés sous le pavillon Frangais, 

ne peuvent étre sous-traits 4 leurs Juges naturels, et traduits devant les ‘iri- 
bunaux de La Grande Bretagne. L’Angleterre se plaidroit hautemeut et avec 
raison si un navire Francais amenaita Brest, pour etre jugé d'aprés les Loix de 
Ja France, un batiment pris sous pavillon Britannique. 

Déterminé par ces considérations, et ayaut regu les ordres les plus positifs de 
sa Cour, le Soussigné demande oflicicllement aujourd’hui, que tes dits batr- 
ments arrétés, soicnt conduits inmediatcinent 4 Cherbourg, ot les delim- 
quents seront jugés dans toute la rigueur des Loix de leur Pays. 

Le Gouvernement Anglois a plusicurs fois reeonnu Pincompétence de sa 
jurisdiction dans des cas A peu pres semblables a celui dont il s’agit, et 
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notamment dans l’affaire du navire Le Louts :—I| ne scra pas moins équitable 
dans la circonstance actuelle. Le Soussigné, convaincu que rien ne peut 
altérer la parfaite mtcHigence qui regne entre Angleterre et.la France, attend 
en toute conhance le resultat le plus satisfaisant et le plus prompt, de la 
demande qu'il a 'honneur d’adresser & Lord Bathurst. 

| | I] saisit cette occasion, &c. 
Le Comte Bathurst, (Signé) = CHATEAUBRIAND. 

Ke. &e. &e. | | 


No. 10. 
The Vicomte de Chateaubriand to Earl Bathurst, 


(Translation.) London, August.16, 1822. 


— The Undersigned, His Most Christian Majesty’s Ambassador to His Bri- 
tannick Majesty, has the honour of laying es Lord Bathurst the fol- 
towing facts, which have been communicated to him by Baron Scguier, the 
French Consul General in London. 

The French brig, the /2gi/ande, seized by an English cruizer in ‘the 
fiver Bonny, on the Coast of Africa, after a combat in which blood was 
spilt, is arrived at Portsmouth; the Petste Betsy, seized under the same 
circumstances, and in the same waters, is since arrived at the same Port. 
The crew was set on shore succourless and abandoned to their fate. 

France does not acknowledge the right of any Power to search her ships. 
The subjects of His Most Christian Majesty, detained in a vessel under the 
French flag, cannot be withdrawn from their natural Judges and: delivered 
over to the Tribunals of Great Britain. England: would loudly complein, and 
with reason, if a. French ship were to carrv into Brest a vessel under British 
colours, there to be proceeded against according to the Laws of France. 

Influenced by these considerations, and having received the most positive 
orders from Ins Court, the Undersigned now demands, officially, that the 
vessels, so detained, shall be nnmediately conveycd to Cherbourg, where the 
delinquents will be prosecuted with all the rigour of the Laws of their 
Country. 

The. English Government has frequently admitted the mcompetency- of 
its jurisdiction in cases uearly similar to the one in question, and particularly 
m the affair of the -hip Le Lozis: it will not act less equitably an the pres 
sent occasion. The Undersigned, convinced that nothing can affect: the 
perfect understanding whiclr subsists between Great Britain and France, 
expects, with perfect confidence, the most prompt and satisfactory result to 
the demand which he has the honour of making to.Lord Bathurst. 

He avails himself, &c. 
| Signed CHATEAUBRIAND, 
Earl Bathurst, 
&e. &e. &e. 


(Sepp 


No. 14. 
The Earl of Clanwilliam to The Vicomte de Chateaubriand. 


(Confidential.) Foreign Office, August 21, 1822. 


“LORD CLANWILLIAM presents his compliments to the Vicomte de 
Chateaubriand, and. is. directed by The Secretary of State to acquaint His 
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Excellency, in reference to his Note to Earl Bathurst, of the 16th 
instant, that orders have been sent to the Officers in charge of the two 
French Slave vessels, to proeeed with them forthwith to Cherbourg, where. 
the vessels, and the remainder of the crews, will, in compliance with ITis: 
Excellency’s wishes, be delivered up to the French Authorities. 


His Excellency The Vicomte de Chateaubriand, 
- &e. &e. &e. 


No. £2. 
‘Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Stuart. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 36, 1822. 


BY the accompanying copies of Papers, received at this Office in a 
‘communication from the Admiralty, dated the Ist of August 1822, Your 
Excellency will see, that, on the 15th of April preceding, the boats of 
‘His Majesty’s ship Jphigenia were advancing, under British colours, 
‘towards two Spanish schooners, the Veewa and Jeanam, at anchor in the 
River Bonny, and suspected of trafficking in Slaves; when a most unjustifiable 
‘attack was commenced on them by the schooners, supported by the fire of 
‘three vessels under the French flag, La Vigilante, La petite Betsy, and 
IL Ursule, which were then at anchor near the F’ecua and Feanam, 

The result of this wanton and lawless conduct, on the part of the vessels 
‘concerned was, that two British scamen lost their lives, and five were severcly 
wounded. . " 

- After the action, which lasted twenty minutes, had ended, by the boarding 
of the vessels engaged in this unprovoked act of aggression, these vessels. 
were detained by the Officer commanding His Majesty's boats, for the neces- 
sary purpose of ensuring that the Offenders should be brought to justice. | 
- The vessels were, in the first instance, sent to Sierra Leone, and thence to 
England : two of them have arrived here. The opinion of His Majesty’s Le- . 
gal Advisers has been taken as to the proper mode of proceeding; and, 
in ‘acquiescence with that opinion, no time has been lost in giving orders, 
that the vessels, and such portion of the crews as remained on board, should 
be sent to Cherbourg: The Vicomte de Chateaubriand, His Most Christian 
Majesty’s Ambassador at this Court, having given the Official assurance of his 
Court, that the Delinquents should there be judged with all the rigour of the 
Laws of their Country.—I send you a copy of His Excellency’s Note to this 
effect. | : 

. Such Bocuments, found on board the French vessels, as come under the des- 
cription of Ships’ Papers, heve been sent, together with the vessels, to be 
delivered up to the French Authorities at Cherbourg. The three inclosed 
Decuments were the only papers which were not given up at the time, as 
not coming strictly under that descriptron. ‘Iwo of them are Letters, 
found on board the Ursule, containing instructions for her Commander ; 
the third is a Declaration by the Othcers of La petite Betsy, as to their 
abandonment of that vessel. They all tend to prove the real and determi- 
nate object of the voyage of these vessels, of which indeed there was 
elsewhere too evident proof; since one of them bad three hundred and 
forty-three Slaves, another two hundred and eighteen Slaves, and the third 
two hundred and forty-seven Slaves on board; and all were armed. 

The King commands me to direct Your Excellency to put the French 
Ministry in possession of the whole of these circumstances. You will 


urge that they be laid without delay before His Most Christian Majesty ; 


and you will call upon tie Government to institute immediate prececdings, 
Kk | 
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agreeably to the assurances given by M. de Chateaubnand, for bringing to a 
condign punishment, those Subjects of France, who have committed this in- 
fringement upon the Relations of Amity which subsist between the two 
Nations. 

You will state, that His Majesty rests assured that. full reparation will be 
given to His Majesty for the insult committed upon His flag, and due satis- 
faction for the loss of the lives of His subjects. You will, at the same time, 
advert to the circumstance, that the vessels were engaged tn a traflick, which 
His Most Christian Majesty has expressed [lis determination to put down 
by every means in His power. 

You will transmit to the Ministry of His Most Christian Majesty the 
original Papers, herewith inclosed ; and you will add the expression of His 
Majesty’s hope, that this flagrant instance of illegal tratfick, will be visited 
with the penaltics which the French Laws have denouneed against such 
offences. | 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, G. C. B. ° 


&ec. &e. &c. 


(Inclosures in No. 12.) 
Documents found on board the Ships Z’Ursule and Petite Betsy. 


MonsIeEurR, St. Pierre, Martinique, le 17 Novembre 1821. 


VOUS. trouverez ci-inclus facture de chargement du_ brick-goélette 
L’Ursule, que vous commandez, lequel chargement je vous consigne et compte 
sur vos bons soins pour m’en tirer le parti le plus avantageux a mes intéréts. 
Vous partirez de ce Port pour vous rendre sur les Cétes d’Afrique pour y 
traiter, de morfil, poudre dor, ct autres produits de Pays, en échange avec 
votre cargaison; dans le cas o& vous ne pourriez remplir mes instructions 
vous iriez A PIle des Princes, ct vous rapporteriez pour vos retours des cafés ; 
daus un cas comme daus lautre, je vous recommande de choisir de belles. 
marchandises. 7 

Aprés votre chargement fin! vous ferez votre retour a la Martinique. 

. Si contre mon attente vous ne pouviez faire une éechange avec la cargaison 
que je vous confic contre, les marchandises mentionnées ci-dessus, vous iriez 
dans les comptoirs que vous jugercz les plus. convenables, mais sur aucun 
prétexte que ce soit ne m’apportez aucun Noir, ni pour mon compte ni a 
frét, sous peine de vous rendre responsable de tous dommages et intéréts qui 
_pourraient me survenir. 

St. Pierre, Martinique, le 21 Novembre 1821. 
g : (Signé) JN. DELLEUX. 
M. Bd. Douillé, Capitaine du Brick-Goélette L’Ursule. 


(Translation.) 
Sir, St. Pierre, Martinique, November 17, 1821. 


YOU will receive inclosed, the invoice of the cargo of the schooner-brig, 
1’ Ursule, under your command, which cargo consign to you, and rely upon 
your exertions for disposing of the same in the manner most advantageous to 
ny interests. You will sail from this Part, and repair to the Coast of Africa, 
there to traffick for ivory, gold-dust, and other produce of the Country, in 
exchange for your cargo; in case you shall not be able to fulfil my instruc- 
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tions, you will repair to Princes Island, and will bring back your returns in 
coffee. In either case I trust you will select articles of the best description. 
_As soon as your cargo shall be discharged, you will return to Martinique. 
If, contrary to my expectation, you should not succeed in exchanging the 
cargo which I confide to you, for the articles above mentioned, you will take 
it to such markets as you may deem most advisable for that purpose ; but do 
not, on any pretence whatsoever, bring me any Slaves, either on my own 
account, or on freight, under pain of becoming responsible for all damages 
and losses which I may thereby sustain. 


St. Pierre, Martinique, November 21, 1821. | 
(Signed) JN. DELLEUX. 
M. Bd. Douillé, Captain of the Schooner-Brig L’Ursule. 


MownsIgEvur, St. Pierre, Martinique, le 19 Novembre 1821. 


' VOUS ferez votre retour 4 Surinam, vous aurez le soin de rester trés éloigne 
de l’'embouchure de la riviére, vous enverrez avec votre chaloupe, votre Second 
a la ville sous le prétexte de faire des vivres, et vous reclamerez M. Rd. 
O'Ferrall, junior, 4 défaut M. Lamartinie, ct vous ferez part 4 l'un, ou 4 Pautre, 
du sujet de votre mission; s'il y a facilité de pouvoir effectuer la vente sans 
danger, vous vous consignerez 4 M. O’Fcrrall de préférence, avec la condition 
qu'il ne vous prendra que deux et demi pour cent. deCommission, vi que vous 
étes Subrecargue de la cargaison, je ne veux point payer de garantie d’ endosse- 
ment ; je prétere vendre ma cargaison a plus bas prix et avoir des Traites de 
toute solidité afin qu’elles rie reviennent point a protét. 

Si vous ne pouvez effectuer Ia vente & Surinam, vous viendriez 4 la Mar- 
tinique, ct vous irea débarquer votre cargaison sur I’habitation de M. Ladlanne | 
dans la Baie du Gallion prés la Tartane et me le faire savoir de suite. 

Dans le cas dun malheur imprévd qui vous contrarieroit de faire votre 
retour dans lus de ces deux Ports, vous iricz 4 Porto Rico, a St. Jago de 
Cuba,.ou a 7’Havane. | | 

Dans l'un ou dans J’autre Port vous vendrez toujours de préférence ea 
espéces, a défaut des Traites sur Franee, L’Angleterre, ou sur les Etats-Unis 
d’Amérigue,. ou en denrées, café. de préférenee, ou coton a défaut de sucré 
blanc, seulement en caisses :—payé plus cher mais de 1 ére qualité. 


CONSIGNATIONS. 


3 PHavane............ Messrs. Hernandez et Chauviteau. . 
a St. Jago de Cuba.....M. Casamajor. 
i Porto-Rico..........M. Boyrie. 


De préférence la Havane, le morfit se vend mieux. 


=o al, 
avillon Francais 4 la corne. 


Pavillon blanc au mat de: misaine pour signal de reconnafssance. 
Quo? qu'il soit dit en autre part que le Capitaine Douillé remplit les fonc- 
tions de Subrecargue, il n’aurale droit de reclamer aucun salaire en cette qualité, 
Si la dite vente s’effectue dans toute autre’ Colonie que celle de la Marti- 
nique, le Capitaine Douillé est autorisé de rester jusqu’au tems que le vente 
soit terminee, afin qu'il puisse me rapporter Je net produit de‘la cargaison. 
St. Pierre, Martinique, le 2! Novembre 1821. | 
(Signé) JN. DELLEUX. 
M. Douillé, Capitaine du Brick Goélette L’Ursule. 
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(Translation.) 


~~ Sr, | St. Pierre, Martinique, November 19, 1821. 


YOU will return to Surinam ; you will be careful to remain at a distance 
off tne mouth of the river; you will send your Mate to the Town in your 
boat, wider pretence of obtaining provisions, and will enquire for Mr. Richard 
O'Ferrall, junior, or, not finding him, M. Lamartinie; and you will commu- 
nicate to either of them the object of your mission ; if there should be means 
of eflecting the sale without danger, you will address yourself to Mr. O’Fer- 
rall in preference, on condition that he take only two anda half per cent. 
Commission, considering that you are Supercargo. I do not wish to pay for 
the warranty of endorsement, I would rather sell my cargo at a lower price, 
and have good bills, so that they may not return protested. 

If you should not be able to effect the saleat Surinam, you will come to Marti- 
nique, and will endeavour to land your cargo at the residence of M. Lalanne, in 
the Bay of Gallion. near Tartane (la Tartane,) and immediately advise me thereof. 

In case any unforseen misfortune should preclude your returning to either 
of the two Ports above-mcutioned, you will go to Porto Rico, to St. Jago de 
Cuba, or to the Havannah. 

In either of these Ports you will, in default of Bills on France, England, 
or the United States of America, sell in preference for specie, or for 
goods,—preferring cofice or cotton,—or, if you cannot procure these, white 
sugar, In chests only : give a good price, but let them be of the best quality. 


CONSIGNMENTS. | 
At the Havannah.. ... Messrs. Hernandez and Chauviteau 
At St. Jago de Cuba.... Mr. Casamajor. 
At Porto Rico .. .....Mr. Boyrie. | 


: Give the preference to the Havannah, where ivory sells best. 
Signal, | 
The French flag at the gaff. 
. <A white flag at the mizen-mast, for a signal of recognition. | 
Although it be said above that Captain Douillé fulfils the dutics of Su 
percargo, he is not to claim any pay im that character. 7 
. If the said sale should be madein any other Colony than Martinique, Cap- 
tain Douilléis authorized to remain unul such time as the sale shall finish, 
in order that he may bring me back. the net produce of the cargo. 
St. Pierre, Martinique, November 21, 1821. 
(Signed)! JN. DELLEUX. 
M. Douillé Captain of the Schooner-Brig L’Ursule. 


A bord du Brick, Petite Betsy, le20 Avril 1822- 


NOUS, Capitaine, Subrecargue et Officiers du dit navire, déclarons par. la 
_ presente que le quinze du present mois, nous avons été abordé par les em- 
barcations de la frégate Anglaise, Iphigénie, et de la corvette Myrmidon, 
lesquels nous ont trouves employés au Commerce des Esclaves, en ayant a 
bord deux cent dix huit. Déclarons en outre abandonner toute prétention 
sur le Navire et sa cargaison, abandonnant Ie tout aux Capteurs. 

En foi de quoi nous avons signé le present papier. 


(Signé) S. LORRY Subrecargue. (Signé) J.L.POIRCAN. Capitaine. 
J. ST. ROIRENFANT. E. BERTRAND, 2d Licut. 
(Witness) W. P. Browne. — : | 
RosBert WHITELAW. 


— 
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(Translation.) 


_ On board the Brig, Petite Betsy, April 20, 1822. 


WE, the Captain, Supercargo, and Officers of the said vessel, hereby de- 
clare, that on the fifteenth of this month, we were boarded by the boats of 
the English frigate Iphigenia and of the Myrmidon, corvette ; which found 
us engaged in the Traffick of Slaves, with two hundred and cightcen on board. 
We moreover declare, that we abandon all claim to the vessel and her cargo, 
giving up the whole to the Captors. 

In witness whereof, we have signed the present paper. 


(Signed) S. LORRY, Supercargo. (Signed) J. L. POIRCAN, Captain. 
J. ST. BOIRENFANT. E. BERTRAND, 2d Licut: 


(Witness.) W. P. Browne. 
RoBert WHuireELAw. 


es 
No. 13. 
Sir Charles Stuart to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received October 13.) 


(Extract.) Paris, October 10, 1822. 


IN obedience to the directions conveyed in your Despatch of the 30th ul- 
timo, I have availed myself of an early opportunity to call the attentiow of 
the French Government to the outrage which was committed in the month of 
April, by the crews of three French vessels in the River Bonny, to require 
the satisfaction His Majesty is entitled to expect for the offence against His 
flag, and the murder of His subjects; and, with reference to the Address from 
Parliament, conveyed in Lord Bathurst’s Despatch of September 6th,* to point 
out that this new proof of the multiplied evils, resulting from the continua- 
tion .of the Slave Trade, calls for some measure to give effect to the Laws 
which have been enacted, jn virtue of His Most Christian Majesty’s engage- 
ments, to put an end to that traffick. 

Monsieur de Villéle assures me that the question has been brought before 
the Tribunals, and that the various condemnations for the infraction of the 
existing Laws which have taken place, prove the desire of the Ministers to 
prevent the acquittal of any Person who has participated in crimes of this 


natures 
(Signed) CHARLES STUART. 
The Right Hon. Charles Stuart, 
sb 


&e. &. 


* See Netherlande, No. 10. 
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CInclogure in No. 13.) 
Sir Charles Stuart 4o M. de Villeéle. 


Sir, Paris, October 5, 1822. 


ON the 15th of Apri of the present year, the boats belonging to His 
Britannick Majesty's ship the Ipbigenia, were seat, under British colours, to 
examine two Spanish schooners, the /ecua and Ieanam, lying mm the River 
Bonny, suspected to be oe in Slaves. The crews of these vessels, 
supported by three French ships, La Vigilant, La petite Betsy, and L’Ursule, 
which were at anchor in the same River, commenced a jnost ynjustifiable 
attack on His Majesty’s Olficers and Men, and the result of this wanton and 
lawless conduct was, that two British seamen lost their lives, and fiye were 
severely wounded. ) 

After the action, the Officer commanding His Majesty’s boats took pos- 
session of the Vigilant, La petite Betsy, and the Ursule, tor the necessary pur- 
pose of bringing the Offenders to Justice ; they were in the first instance sent 
to Sicrra Leone, and from thence to England, where no tine was lost in 
giving orders that the vessels, and such yortion of the crews as remained on 
board,sl.ould be sent toCherbourg, underan official assurance from the Vicomte 
de Chateaubriand, His Most Christian Majesty’s Ambassador at the Court 
of London, that the Delinquents should be judged according to the Laws of 
their own Country. | 

Alt documents which could be considered Sea-Papers were delivered to the 
Freach Authorities at Cherbourg, but the three inclosed Papers not coming 
wndey that denomination, were not giver up at the twee, Your Excelleney 
wiil observe, tl at two are J.etters found on board the Usrsule, containing ine 
structions for her Commander, and that the third isa Declaration by the 
Dificers of La petite Betsy, gnnouncing their abandonment. of that vessels 
They tend to proye the real and determinate object of the woyage of thease 
vessels, of which, unbap) ily, there was too evident proof, since ope slup had 
three hundred and forty three, another two lyndred and eightecn, and the 
third two hugdred and tarty-sevey Slaves oy board, gad they were all armed 
ip support of theirenterprige. | , | 

1 am to request that these circumstances may..be laid without deley. before 
Vis Most Clrristian Majesty, and that, witha view. te that full cepasation 
which His Britarnick Majesty is entitled to expect for the insylt committed 
upon His flag, and the loss of the kyes, of His. subjects, proceedings. spay: be, 
instituted, agreeaDly to the assprances given by the Vicomte deChateaubsiand 
for bringing-to condign’ punishment those Subjects of France, who have im 
fringed the relations of amity subsisting between the two Nations. 

As these vessels Were engaged in a traffick which His Most Christiaa Ma. 
jesty has expressed His deterinination to put down by every means ig His 
ee at a moment when the Address from the British Legislature, of which 

have the honour to inclose a copy, alludes to the existing Negociations 
between this Country and Great Britain, in terms which render it highly 
necessary for France to take some decided measure for the execution of the 
engagements contracted upon this subject; I must further express the ho 
of my Sovereign, that so ee a violation of the Law will be visited by the 
severest penalties which are applicable to offences of this nature. 


I have, &c. 


M. de Villéle. (Signed) CHARLES STUART. 
&e. &c. &e, 


_~ 
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No. 14. 
Sir Charles Stuart to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received October 21.) 
(Extrect.) | | Paris, October 17, 1822. 


IN answer to the representation addressed to M. de Villéle, respecting. 


the outrage committed upon His Ma‘esty’s ships in the River Bonny, by three 


French vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, and of which the copy was in- 


closed in a former Despatch, I have received the Letter from that Minister, 
of which 1 have the honeut to forward a copy. 


| (Signed) CHARLES STUART. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 


g 


(inelosure te No. 14.) 


M. de Villale to Sir Charles Stuart. 


Mons. L’AmMpassaDEWR, 7 Patis, le 11 Octobre 1822. 


JE-mempresse de répondre ila Lettre que Votré Excellence m’a fait Phon- 
neur de m’écrire, rélativement awx navires Francais Lée Vigilant, la petite 
Basy, et  Ursule, prevenus de faire la Traite des Noirs. | 

Jusqu’s présent, Je Gouvernement du Roi croyait avoir asséz prouvé, 
Mons. l’Ambassadeur, la fermie inténtion of if a toajotrs été, de reptiiner 
cet odieux trafic. La sévérité gu’il a moatrée toutes les’ fois qu'il lui a été 
possibic dian-aeepacriz Ja conviction, semblai€ écarter tous les doutes. Aussi 
Je crois pouvoir me ra piaaeed d’insister 4 cet égard, sur la rétutation d’allé- 
gations suffisamment démenties, je le répété, non moins par ses actes, qué 
par ses intentions bien connues. Que des spéculateurs avidés ayent hasardé 


ea contravention aux riglemens, je ne le conteste pas; ce sont. 


de ces infractions qu’aucun Gouvernement ne peut prevenir entiérement, et 
il ne me serait peut-étre pas impossible @’en trouver, en Angleterre méme, 
dies exemples plus ou moins récens. Le Gouvernement du Roi n’a été ni 
moins actif ni moms sévére qtié le Gouvernement Anglats, & les poursuivre 
etales punir. Les mésures qu'il a prises a cet égard, sont telles qu'il les a 
jugées necessaires pour assurer; le plus efficacement possible, l’exécution de 
ses propres dispositions sur un objct dont il apprécie toute importance. 

e transmets au Mimistre de la Marine, les différentes piéces qui accempag- 
naent la Lettre de Votre Excetlence, et qui font partie dé ceffe trouvées & 
pord des trois navires dont 1 s’agrt. Vetre ExcclHence ne doit pas doater 


que les faits particutiers qu'elle signale, ainsi que les circonstances qu¥ y¥ ont 


donné lieu, ne sotent Pobjet d'une investigation rigoureusée ef trés innpartiate, 
de la*part de T’Autorité chargée d’en connfitre. 
J’ar Phonneur, &c. 
: (Signed). Ju, DE-VILLELE. 
Son: Excetlenee Sir‘ Charles Staart, ! 
doe, &e. Ke. 
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(Inclosure in No. 14.) 


M. de Villéle to Sir Charles Stuart. — 


(Translation.) Paris, October 11, 1822. 


I LOSE no time in replying to the Letter which Your Excellency did me 
the honour to address to me, relative to the French vessels, Le Vigilant, La 
petite Betsy, and L’ Ursule, suspected of having been engaged in the Trathck 
of Slaves. 

Up to the present time, The King’s Government had imagined that it 
had sufficiently proved the firm resolution it had always entertained, of re- 
pressing that odious trattck. The severity which it has displayed, whenever 
it has been possible to bring it to conviction, would appear to remove all doubt 
on this subject. In this respect, I shall, therefore, abstain from enlarging’ 
upon the refutation of allegations, which, I repeat, are already suthciently 
disproved, no less by its actions, than by its well known resolutions. I do 
not deny that certain avaricious speculators may have risked such expeditions 
in defiance of the Laws, but these are only infractions, such as no Govern- 
ment can altogether prevent; and perhaps it'might not be impossible for me 
to discover even in England itself, more or less recent instances of this 
nature. The King’s Government has been neither less active nor less severe 
than the English Government in detecting and punishing them. The mea- 
sures which it has taken in this respect, are such as it has judged necessary 
tq ensure, in the most effectual manner, the execution of its own arrangements 
with regard to an object, the importance of which it duly appreciates. - 

I have transmitted to the Minister of Marine the differeut papers. which 
were inclosed in Your Excellency’s Letter, and which form part of those 
found on board the three vessels in question. Your Excellency may be 
assured that the particular facts which you have pointed out, as well as the - 
circumstances which gave rise to them, shall undergo a rigorous and most . 
impartial investigation, on the part of the competent authority. 

I have the honour, &c. 
| (Signed) Ju. DE VILLELE. 
His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, 3 
&e. &e, &e. 


No. 15. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Stuart. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 1, 1822. 


- INCLOSED is an extract of a Letter from Sir Charles MacCarthy, 
Governor of Sierra Leone, (which has been transmitted to my Office from 
the Colonial Department), reporting an instance of what appears to have 
been a mistake in the execution of the French Law, relating to the capture of . 
French vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, arising, not from any wilful negli- 
vence in the French Commodore on that Station, but rather from defect in the. 
Instructions under which he acts. 

From the statement which this Officer made to Sir Charles MacCarthy, it 
appears that he fell in with, and visited several vessels under the French flag, 
which he had strong grounds to suspect were employed in the Slave Trade, ' 
‘but that he did not detain them, as he was not authorized by his Instructions 
tv seize any vesscls but such as had Slaves actually on board. 
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The Memorandum inelosed in Sir Charles MacCarthy’s Letter * contains a 
list of vessels visited or detained by His Majesty’s ships, in the short space 
of two months; which proves that the Trattck in Slaves is carried on to 
a most alarming extent, by ships under French colours, completely armed 
and equipped for this criminal trade. 

Sir Charles MacCarthy is undoubtedly correct, in supposing that the 
defect, which appears to exist in the Instructions of the French Otheers, is to 
be attributed to some misapprehension of the authority with which British 
Officers are invested. Although it has been determined by the Treaties with 

other Foreign Powers, that Foreign vessels should not be detained by 
British ships, unless Slaves were actually on board, yet it scems only reason- 
able, and consistent with good faith, that the Government of His Most 
Christian Majesty should enforce towards French ships, the same Laws 
which have been strictly carried into effect by Great Britain towards 
her own ships, since the abolition of the Slave Trade. 

I am, therefore, to direct that you will lay this matter before the French Go- 
vernment, and explain to them, that, by the British Laws, any British vessel 
fitted out for, or.employed in, the Slave Trade, is equally liable to seizure and 
condemnation, whether the Slaves are actually on board or not; and that such 
a vessel, with the Officers and crew, would undoubtediy be detained and pro- 
secuted. I trust the French Government, when thus informed of the 
real state of our Law upon this subject, will assimilate the Instructions 
given to their Officers commanding sbips of war on the Coast of Africa, 
to those which are given by the British Government to their own Officers on 
the same Station. -* 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, G. C. B. 
&c. &e. ° &e. 


| * See Colonial Papers. 
ee) 
No. 16. 


Sir Charles Stuart to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received November 28.) 


<(Extract.) Paris, November 25, 1829. 


IN obedience to your directions, I have not delayed to transmit to the 
French Ministers, representations of the extent of the Slave Trade, which 
is at present oes upon the Coast of Africa ; ee at the same 
time, that the Instructions which guide the conduct of the French Officers 
who are engaged in putting down that traffick, may be assimilated te those 
of the British Officers employed upon the same Station. 

I have at length reccived an answer from Monsieur de Villéle, which I have 
the honour to inclose, and which manifests an intention to comply with 


the object of my representations. 
- (Signed) CHARLES STUART. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, 
&e. &e. &e. 
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(Inclosyre in No 16.) 
M. de Villele to Sir Charles Stuart. 


(Extrait.) Paris, le-22 Novembre, 1822. 


J’AT recy avec la Lettre que Votre Excellence m’a fait ’honneur de m’écrire, 
Ja liste des batimens qui, dans Jes premiers mois de cette année, paraissent 
avoir été employés a la Traite des Noirs. [fl s’y trouve, il est vrai, quelques 
navires Francais, quaique toutefois ce ne soit pas le plus grand nombre. 
Cette circonstance qui, sans doute, ne Jyi aura pas échappé, doit convaincre 
Votre Excellence, que Je Gouvernement du Roi ne néglige aucun des 
moyens de surveillance qui dépendent de lui, pour empécher cet odieux 
commerce. Plusieurs exemples, et des peines sévéres prononcées contre les 
spéculateurs, ont déja prouvé qu'il n’y mettait pas moins d'intérét que le 
Gouvernement Anglais lui méme. Je ne m’en suis pas mains empressé 
de déférer au Ministre de la Marine, les observations que Votre Excellence 
m’a transmises, rélativement aux mesures adoptées en Angleterre, a l'egard des 
batimens qui, sans avoir des Négres 3 bord, paraissent par leur construction, 
destinés 4 ce genre de trafic. Je ne doyle pag qu'elles ne soient, de la part 
de M. Le Marquis de Clermont-Tonnerre, )abjet d’un cxamen earucalen 
dés qu’elles pourront ajouter aux moyens de répression. 

Son Excellence Sir Charles Stuart, (Signé) Ju. VELLELE. 

&e. &e. &e. 


(Cnclosure an Vo. 16.) 
M. de Villéle to Sir Charles Stuart. 


(Translation.) 
(Extract.) Paris, November 22, 1822. 


_ I HAVE received, with the Letter which Your Excellency did me the 
honour to address to me, the list of vessels which appear to have been 
engaged in the Slave Trade during the first months of the present year. It 
must be confessed that among them are to be found certain French vessels, 
though they never form the majority. This circumstance, which doubtless 
has not escaped Your Excellency’s notice, will serve to convince you that The 
‘King’s Government is not neglectful of any measures of surveillance which 
he within its power, in order to repress this odious traffick. Several severe 
examples which have been made, and punishments which have been decreed 
against thuse who have engaged therein, have already proved, that the French 
Government is no less earnest on the suhject, than that of England. 

F have lost no time in submitting to the Minister of Marine, the observa- 
tions which Your Excellency transmitted to me, relative to the measures 
adopted in England, with respect to such, vessels as, without actually having 
Slaves on board, shall appear by their construction, to be intended for this 
kind of trade. I doubt not that these measures wilk receive a strict ex- 
‘amination on the part of The Marquess de Clermont-Tonanerre, since they 
may be made to promote the means of repression. 


(Signed) Ju. DE VILLELE. 
His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, 


&e. &c. &e. 
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No. 17. - 
_ Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Stuart. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 23, 1823. 


I ENCLOSE herewith to Your Excellency, the copy of a Communication 
recently received from the Governor of His Majesty’s Colony at Sierra 
Leone, containing many particulars relative to the continuance of the Slave 
Trade, by vessels under the French flag, on the Coast of Africa. 

Your Excellency will find, that at Gallinas fourteen. French vessels received 
cargoes of Slaves on board, in the short space of four months ; that the trade is 
stated to be carried on now to a greater extent than at any former period ;— 
that, touse the expression of the writer, it is considered to be “ flourishing ;” 
and that, as the British Cruizers permitted it to be carried on with impunity 
under their eyes, the Nations on the Coast had come to a persuasion that the 
trade was lawful. 

Your Excellency has frequently received Instructions from your Court 
to bring to the knowledge of the French Government, glaring instances of the 
active employment of French capital in this nefarious traffick, and the ex- 
tensive protection afforded by the French flag to it. 

The French Government cannot but regret the impression created on 
the minds of the natives, by the conduct of its Subjects on the Coast of 
Africa; and they will derive from this circumstance a fresh proof of the 
necessity of taking some decisive step to vindicate their flag from the 
dishonour which thus attaches to it, by stigmatizing with a punishment, in 
some degree proportioned to the offence, this audacious pursuit by French 
Subjects of a trattick prohibited by their Government, and pronounced by the 
whole eivilized world to be a disgrace to the age. 


I am, &c. 
| (Signed) ' GEORGE CANNING. 
His Excelleney Sir Charles Stuart, G. C. B. 
e &e. &e. &e. 
Sg ISLA SA ET I I ET, 
No. 18. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Stuart. 


. Sm, Foreign Office, May 23, 1823. 


I HAVE tbe bonour to transmit to Your Excellency, the extract of a 
Letter received from His Majesty’s Consul at Pernambuco, dated the 12th 
of March 1823, reporting the arrival in that Port of the French cutter, Le 
Trident, M. T. Borboreau, Master, with a cargo of 126 Slaves trom the River 
Bonny. | 

“Phe Trident is stated to have been built at, and to belong to Martinique. 

Your Excellency will immediately call the attention of the French Go- 
vernment to this fresh instance of the evasion of the measures which have 
been promulgated by them for the suppression of the Slave Trade under 
cover of the French flag. —. 


Iam, &c 


(Signed) | GEORGE CANNING. 


His Excellency Sir Charles Stuart, G. C. B. 
&e. &c. &c. 


=? 
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Cnclosure in No. 18.) 
Mr. Consul Parkinson to Mr. Secretary Canning. 
(Extract.) Pernambuco, March 12, 1823. 


HAVING reference to my Instructions, requiring me “ to keep a watch- 
ful eye upon all undertakings for trading in Slaves,” I beg to acquaint vou 
that, on the 2d instant, Le 7rident, a French cutter, commanded by Monsieur 
T. Borboreau, came into Pernambuco roads with a cargo of 126 Siaves 
from the Bonny. 

His Majesty’s frigate, Doris, and the French sloop of war, L’ Hironde!/e, 


were then at anchor in the roads, which exciting some apprehension in the 


Commander, he made signal of distress, and was brought by a Pilot within. 


the recf, that is to say, into the harbour of Pernambuco. | 
The Trident was recently built and fitted out for this traffick at Martinique, 
and during her stay inthe River Bonny was dangerously worm-eaten. 
Nevertheless, having completed her cargo of Slaves, 133, in a vessel of less 
than 100 tons burthen, with a crew, as I am assufed, of eighteen in numbcr, 
and composed of men of various Nations, she sailed for Surinam. Bad 
weather and contrary winds frustrated all their endeavours, they were driven 


out of their course, and sickness, combined with starvation, finally brought - 


them hither. 

The arrival created no small embarrassment—the Judge of the Custom- 
House conscientiously refusing entry under any modification, and the Master 
of the Slave-ship, dreading capture or detention, should he quit the harbour 
and again pass under the guns of the Doris. | 


= 


His apprehensions of obstruction from the French vessel of war seem to . 


have been less strong, and with reason,—the French sloop of war, L’ Hiron- 
delle, and the French ship lying at this moment within a few cable lengths 
of each other in the harbour. 

Urgent applications were addressed te the Junta of Government to give 
entry to the vessel, resting on the unscaworthy state of the cutter,—her abso- 
lute want of provisions, and of water, and want of pecuniary funds,—the Slaves 


were desigriated as passengers from Martinique, although I have ascertained 


that the Captain on his arrival made declaration that he came from Cabinda in 
seventy-five days, with a cargo of 133 Slaves, of whom sixteen had died in 
the passage,—and at the Ballast Office, declared that he came from Princes 
Island. The rights of hospitality were strenuously claimed for the vessel of 
a friendly Power,—compassion and humanity- were invoked on behalf of 
People avowedly engaged in violating the Laws of their own Country,—those 
of Portugal,—and in trampling undcr foot.the very virtues of which on their 
own behalf they claimed the exercise :—finally, the Junta gave way, and an 
order was issued, authorizing the sale of twenty of the Slaves, permittin 

the remainder to be placed in the Lazaretto for the recovery of their health. 

This event has created a strong sensation here. 


‘The Right Hon. George Canning, 
~ &. oe. &e. | 


(Signed) JOHN PARKINSON, — 


UNITED STATES. 


No. 1. 


"The Marquess of Londonderry to The Right Hon. Stratford Canning. 


(Extract.) Foreign Office, April 15, 1822. 


* = % * * * * * * 


I did not lose the opportunity of speaking to Mr. Rush, on another point 
of increasing interest to this Government, on which I have often had oc- 
casion already to address you; viz. the formation of some common system 
between the Two Countries for the more effectual prevention of the illicit 
‘Traffick in Slaves. 

The Correspondence which took place between you and Mt. Adams, in the 
course of last year, and the Report of the Committee to Congress on the 
subject of the Slave Trade, have been called for, and laid before Parliament ; 
and I stated to Mr. Rush, that however unfavourable the language of the 
American Government was to our wishes, yet, that the Report above-men- 
tioned still gave ground for hope, that, upon the principles therein laid down, 
some joint measure could, in the end, be arranged between the ‘Two Countries. 

In order that we might clearly understand each other, I requested Mr. Rush 
to draw up a Memorandum of our conversation, for transmission to his Go- 
vernment, and I herewith inclose to you a copy of this Memorandum, which 
will put you in full possession of all that passed. | 

His Majesty’s Government have, likewise, never relaxed in their earnest en- 
deavours to induce that of France, both sufhiciently to enforce their Legislative 
enactments against illicit Slave Trade, and to improve and extend them in 
such manner as to put a stop to the Traffick in Slaves, which, it unhappily 
appears, by the last accounts from the Coast of Africa, is still very extensively 
carried on under their flag. 3 

In Sir Charles Stuart’s Communications to this Office, His Excellency has 
more than once mentioned, how much his efforts with the French Government 
would be assisted, were the American Minister at Paris enabled to co-operate 
with him in his representations ; and I have, therefore, to desire that you will 
avail yourself of any opportunity, in conversation with Mr. Adams, to state 
this fact, and to impress upon him the great advantages which might be ex- 
pected, from an instruction to the Amcrican Minister to co-operate with Sir 
“Charles Stuart in his exertions, to induce the French Government to come to 
some more satisfactory arrangeincnt for the suppression and prevention of this 
still increasing evil. a 

I have, in conclusion, only to request that, in the communications whick 
you may hold with the American Ministers upon the subject above alluded 
to, you will conform your language to what I have here stated, and that you 
will use your best exertions, whenever the opportunity may offer, for further- 
ing the objects which His Majesty’s Government have so much at heart, ih 
the manner I have stated. © 7 

ie i ee (Signed) LONDONDERRY. 
The Right Hon. Stratford Canning, | 

.  &e. » &.  &e, _ | 
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(Inclosure in No. 1.) 


Memorandum of Conversation between The Marquess of Londonderry and 
Richard Rush, Esq. 
(Extract.) | London, April 1822. 
we x a % owe x x # 
When this subject was finished, His Lordship adverted to the Slave 
Trade, and it is at his special -desire that I mention what he said. He 
remarked that this Government retained an undiminished anxiety to see 
the effectual downfall of this traffick, and felt its obligations to continue 
labouring in so great a work. That more especially was this the case, since the 
most recent intelligence from Africa gave humanity fresh cause to deplore the 
augmented prevalence and sniveries of the tratfick. ) 
That he had noticed with peculiar satisfaction the doctrines contained in 
the Report of the Committce of the House of Representatives, on the expedi- 
ency of mutually authorizing a regulated visit fal search of the vessels of the 
Two Nations, when suspected of having Slaves illicitky on beard, (which 
Report has-been republished by Parliament), .as it opened .a new hopeto him 
that the United States might yet accede to some system -of this description ; 
and that, as to the Tribunal before which captured Slaves were to be brought, 
he .bad little doubt but that auch alterations might ‘be proposed, in that part of 
the plan, as to free it from our constitutional and other .ebjections. His 
Lordghip-seemed to point to-each Se ‘constituting its.own Tribunal, before 
witich the-Cases should be carried foT adjudication. That the British Court 
hadia powerful motive for its comtinued solicitude, that the Lnited States 
priglitt:see their way ‘to an acquiescence ‘in the principle of mutual search, .in 
the strong impression it was under, that.an application by the Two Nations to 
France, on the ‘basis of their jomt.consent, would nat be without its .cflect in 
Qwarcaming the -acruples that -had hitherto existed with that Power upon the 
@rane point; and that, urged by these considerations, it was the intention.of His 
Majesty's 'Goverament to make avother offort'with the Government of the 
Waited States on this subject, ‘believing that an acquiescence in the principle 
in question by the Maritime States of the world, would be the only sune.meang 
of-exticpating the -traffick. That he had abstained until now from approach- 
ing the subject again, after the past failuxes with us, rather choosing that my 
Government ‘should be Jeft to its own course under the wall-known earnestness 
of its Wesire for abolition; but that the-duty of formally making the effort 
alluded ito, was one that would:not:-be much longer postponed by him ; and of 
this intimation he requested that I would apprize you. . 
J veplied :that I wonld do so, but was ght | explicit ‘with his Lurdship 
upon the etcasiun. 1 -distinctly said, that I bad not the least expectation of 
any Government ‘agreeing to the :mutual right of search, under whatever 
modification or circumstances the :propusition might be .again exhibited, but 
‘anithe contrary., entertained the most decided and unequivocal -belief, founded 
upon’ the reasons ‘heretofure given, that its objections to it in every shape 
qwould -be -insurmountable. That .mwy instructions, in.a word, were absolute 
and imperious, and left no:room for doubt or hesitation in my mind upon the 
@ubject. 
John Quincy Adams, Esq. (Signed) RICHARD RBRUSH.. 


&e. &e. = &e. 
: - ’ 
No. 2. 


‘The Rigtit Honourable Stratford Canning to The Marquess of Londonderry. — 
(Received June 26.) 


_ (Extract. , | Washington, May 8, 1822. 
I HAVE already informed Your Lordship that the Slave Trade’‘Comnittee 
in the House of Representatives, has again reported im favour of a limited 
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right of search. I have now the honour to inclose a copy-of the Report, which 
embraces and enforces, as your Lordship will perceive, the Report-of last year. 
d wish jit were in my power to add, that Congress had taken up the resolu- 
tion with which the Report ts concluded; but it has confined :itself for 
this Session, to an order for the printing of two thousand additional 
copies of the Report ;—-a motion to this effect has-been carried, and thure is 
weason to hape that an endeavour will be made, under less forbidding cireum- 
stnriees, though still in the face of: great difficulues, to bring forward the main 
@Uestien ‘atian.early period of the next ‘Session. : 
The accompanyiug Report will ‘be found to rontata a statement of the 
mn totber of icraizers employed at different times-on the Coast of Africa by the 
tz overnment of the United States, :and-also ef the number-and present situa- 
‘tion of such Africans asthave'been taken -by their Officers, either atsea oron shore. 
Et.does nat appear that any-overture of-a:general nature, ‘affecting the.aboli- 
tian of theSlave Trade, has been made, either by-or to this Government during 
etre hast year, with the exception uf an idea thrown out by the French Minis- 
¢ar,ithough not, es it would seem, ander the instructions of bis Court, to 
igtsviate-the chief dhjeetians to:a right ef search, -by allowing the several Con- 
‘tracting Parties to appeint Commissioners, ‘vested with that power, on beard 
each other's cruizers. ‘To this:suggetion, which, however impracticable, has 
proceeded mo dowkt frem :a laudable desire to contribute to the suppression af 
the Slave Trade, ablusion, believe, ts made in tire fifth annual Report of : the 
‘Aerremcan Golemiaation ‘Soerety. ‘The Appendix to thesame Report will be 
found to containan:aeceunt of the Settlement which that Society bes n 
effected, by purchase, et Cape Mesurado, on the Western Coast of Africa. 
‘Bre House af Reprenentatives has ‘ldtely passad « resolution, requesting the 
‘Presidentito oomzmmunitate copes ef the yudiexl preceedings and -correspond- 
ence, vélating to the -case.of a French Slave-ship, La Pensde, captured some . 
inenths ago, topether with m South American privateer, La Centinelle, to 
witch she -tvas a prize, iby the Uuited States sloop of war, Aurret, and bent © 
-for adjudieetion into the Pert af New Osleans. a ee 
(Signed) SDIRATFORD CANNING. 
The —— ‘Londonderry, K.G. 


fie. Kéic 


(Inclosure in No. 2.) 
Report of the Committee of Congress. 


Friday, April 12, 1829. 
‘MR. GORHAM, from the Committee on tite’stippression of the Shreve Trade, - 
‘(incompliance with « Reselution of the 15th of Janwiry last), made the ‘fol 
Jowing Report, ‘necompanied ‘by a Resolution, which was redd :— 
The-Committee on the suppression of the Slave Trade, to whom was ‘te- 
ferrell'a Resolution of the House of Representatives, bf the F5Sth of Janwary 
lust, ‘instructing them te inquire whether the ‘Laws of the Wnitad States prb- 
hibitmg that traffick have been duly executed ; also into the general: opertition 
thereof, and if any defects:exist in those Laws, ‘to suggest adequate petmedies 
therefor; and to-;whom many memorials have been referred, teuehing the 
sdthe-suibject, have, according to order, had the said Resohition and Memoridls 
under consideration,—beg leave to report :-— 7 
That under the just and Hiberal construction put by the Executive on the . 
Acts of ‘Congress of March 3, 1819, and that of the 15th of March 1890, im. - 
Fictine tlie punishment of piracy on the African Slave Trade, atoundetion has 
been laid for the most systematick and vigorous application ot the:power of the - 
United States to the suppression of that injquitoys trefick.. Its unhappy 
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subjects, when captured, are restored to their Country,—Agents are there ap- 
pointed to receive thern,—and a Colony of the offspring of private charity 1s 
rising on its shures, in which such as cannot reach their native tribes will 
find the means of alleviating the calamities they may have endured before 
their liberation. | : 

When these humane provisions are contrasted with the system which they 
superseded, there can be but one sentiment ‘in favour of a steady adherence to 
its support. The Document accompanying this Report, and marked A,* states 
the number of Africans seized or taken within or without the limits of the 
United States, and brought there, in their present condition. 

It does not appear to your Committee, that such of the naval force of the 

Country as has been hitherto employed in the execution of the Laws against 
this trattick, could have been more efficiently used for the interest and honour 
of the Nation. The Document marked B + is a statement of the names of 
their Commanders ordered upon this service, with the dates of their departure, 
&c. The first vessel destined for this service arrived upon the Coast of Africa 
in March 1820, and in the few weeks she remained there, sent in for adjudi- 
cation four American vessels, all of which were condemued. The force which 
has been since employed in this service has made.five visits, (the 4dligator 
having made two cruizes in the past Summer), the whole of which. have 
amounted to a service of about ten months by a single vessel within a period 
-of near two years; and since the middle of last November, the commence- 
ment of the healthy season on that Coast, no vessel has been, nor, as your 
Committee has been informed, is under orders for that service. 

- The Committee are thus particular on this branch of their inquiry, because 
unfounded rumours have been in circulation, that other, branches of the publick 
service have suffered, from the destination given to the inconsiderable force 
above stated, which, small as it has been, has, in every instance, been directed, 
both in its outward and homeward voyage, to cruize in the West India seas. 

Before they quit this part of their inquiry, your Committee feel it their 
duty to state, that the loss of several of the prizes made in this service is im- 
putable to the size of the ships engaged init. The efficacy of this force, as 
well as the health and discipline of the Officers and crews, conspire to recom 
mend the employment of no smaller vessel uhan a corvette or sloop of war, to 
which it would be expedient to allow the largest possible complement of men, 
and, it possible, she should be accompanied by a tender, or vessel drawing less 
water. The vessels engaged in this service should be frequently relieved, but 
the Coast should at no time be left without a vessel to watch and protect 
its shores. | . | | 

Your Committce find it impossible to measure, with precision, the effect 
produced upon the American branch of the Slave ‘Trade, by the Laws above- 

mentioned, and the seizures-under them. T hey are unable to state- whether 
. those American Merchants, the American capital, and seamen which hereto- 
fore aided in this traffick, have abandoned it altogether, or have sought shelter 
under the flags of other Nations. It is ascertained, however, that the Ameri- 
ean flag, which heretofore covered so large a portion of the Slave Trade, has 
wholly disappeared from the Coast of Africa. The trade, notwithstanding, 
increases annually under the flags of other Nations. France has incurred the 
reproach of being the greatest adventurer in this trallick prohibited by her 
_ Laws; butit is to be presumed that this results, not so much from the avidity 
of her subjects for this iniquitous gain, as from the safety which, in the ab- 
sence of all hazard of capture, her flag affords to the greedy and unprincipled 
adventurers of all Nations. It is neither candid or just to impute to a 
gallant and high-minded people, the exclusive commission of crimes which 
_ the abandoned of all Nations are alike capable of perpetrating, with additional 


| * A.—Five hundred and seventy-three Africans taken without the United States limits. 
t+ B.—The ships Cyane, Lfornet, John Adams, Alligator, and Shark. 


Unrtep STAtes. — 141 


wrong to France herself of using her flag to cover and protect them. If the 
vigour of the American navy has saved its banner from like reproach, it has 
done much to preserve unsullied its high reputation, and amply repaid the 
expense charged upon the publick revenue by a system of Laws to which it 
has given such honourable effects. 

But the conclusion to which your Committee has arrived, after consulting 
all the evidence within ther reach, is, that the African Slave Trade now pre- 
vails to a great extent, and that its total suppression can never be effected by 
the separate and disunited efforts of one or more States ; and as the resolu- 
tion to which this Report refers, requires the suggestion of some remedy for 
the defects, if any exist, in the system of Laws for the suppression of this 
traffick, your Committee beg leave to call the attention of the House to the 
Report and accompanying Documents submitted to the last Congress by the 
‘Committee on the Slave ‘Trade, and to. make the same a part of this Report. 
“That Report proposes as a remedy for tie existing evils of the systein, the con- 
‘currence of the United States with one or all of the Maritime Powers of Europe, 
‘in a modified and reciprocal right of search on the African Coast, with a view 
‘to the total suppression of the Slave ‘Trade. | 

It is with great delicacy that the Committee bave approached this subject, 
‘because they are aware that the remedy which they presumed to reeemmend 
to the consideration of the House, requires the exercise of the power of 
another Department of the Government, and that objections to the exercise 
of this power in the mode here proposed have existed in that Department. 

Your Committee are confident, however, that these objections apply rather 
‘to a particular proposition for the exercise of the mght of search, than to that 

‘modification of it which presents itself to your Committee. They contemplate 
the trial and condemnation of such American Citizens as may be found 
engaged in this forbidden trade, not by Mixed Tribunals sitting in a Foreign 
Country, but by existing Courts of competent jurisdiction in the United 
‘States ; they propose the ‘same disposition of the captured Africans now au- 
thorized by Law, and least of all their detention in America. ; 

They contemplate an exchange of this mght, which shal be im all respects 
reciprocal—an exchange which, deriving its sole authority from a Treaty, 
would exclude the pretension, which no Nation, howcver, has presumed to set 
up, that this right can be derived from the Law of Nations ; and further, they 

have Hmiied it tn their conception of its application, not only to certain latic 
tudes and to a certain distance from the Coast of Africa, but toa small number 
of vessels to be employed by each Power, and to be previously designated. 
‘The right of search thus restricted, it 1s believed, would ensure the co opera- 
‘tion of one great Maritime Power in the proposed right of exchange, and 
-guard it from the danger of abuse. 

Your Committee-canrot doubt that the people of America have the intel- 
ligence to distinguish between the right of searching a vessel on the high scas 
in time of war, claimed by some belligerents, and that mutual, restricted, and 
peaceful concession by Treaty suggested by your Committce, and which is 
-demanded in the name of suffering humanity. In closing the Report, they 
-recommend an adoption of the following resolution, viz.— | 

Resolved,—That the President of the United States be requested to enter 
into such arrangements as He may deem suitable and proper with one or more 
of the Maritime Powers of Europe, for the effectual abolition of the Slave 
‘Trade. 


The Report was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed, 
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No. 8. 


The Right Hon. Stratford Canning to The Marquess of Londonderry.—(Re- 
ceived September 14.) 


(Extract.) ‘Washington, July 16, 1822. 


AFTER allowing a sufficient interval to elapse, I thought it advisable to 
afford Mr. Adams an opportunity of making me acquainted with the Presi- 
‘dent’s intentions, respecting my last communication on the subject of the 
‘Slave Trade. For this purpose I saw Mr. Adams yesterday at his Office —On 

my introducing the subject, he informed me that The President bad been put 
in possession of all that I had stased and urged, with reference to the Slave 
Trade, in our preceding interviews; that The President's desire to eontribute 
as far as the circumstances of this Country would admit, to the final suppres- 
‘sion of the illicit trattick was unabated ; that being disposed to give the most 
respectful consideration to every suggestion of ‘His Majesty’s Government, 
when directed to that object, he entertained the intention of again taking the 
advice of his Cabinet on the question, but,preferred, as a matter of convent- 
‘ence, to defer that measure till the Autumn, when the heads of Department 
would be collected at Washington, and he should have more leisure -for ma- 
turing his views. 

This last expression induced me to ask Mr. Adams, whether I mjght‘not 
‘indulge a hope that The President began to see ‘his way to-a more etheient 
co-operation with Fis Majesty’s Government, but I regret to say that Mr. 
Adams described him as being still decidedly adverse to the admission of.a 
right of search, however modified ; and I apprehend that no proposal -ef a 
‘more extensive nature than one, perhaps, for engaging to maintain a certain 
number of cruizers permanently on the Coast of Africa, is to be expected 
‘ ‘under the present circumstances. | 

re of an engagement to this extent, is even more than‘Mr. 
-Adanis had led me to anticipate when I had last the honour of addressing 
‘Your Lordship. He explained the difference which I observed between his 
-ianguage on the present and former occasions, by saying, that in the first 
-anstance he had only declared what was unavoidably his own impression, until 
‘at had been in his power to submit my‘ representations to The President, and 
take His pleasure on the subject. 

I had already offcred all that I could urge m-the way of argument, .and 
avhen I found it was in vain to expect ‘any recommendation in favour of the 
right of scarch, I had even insisted on the degree of benefit which might 
result from Mr. Gzllatin’s beiag imstructed, in general terms, to remonstrate 
swith the French’ Government, on the ‘notorious imadcquaey. ot their Laws 
‘and measures for the suppression of the Slave Trade,-and to.act mp-to that 
point, at least, in concurrence with Sir Charles Stuart; but I. fear that 
nothing is to be expected from the ‘American Government on this score, 
‘unless it be their mtcntion ‘to act on the French Ministry through -Mr. 
Gallatin, without making any previous agreement to that effect. : 

Mr. Adams concluded by informing me that a corvette, the Cyane,-would 
be dispatched to the Coast of Africa, as soon as the sickly season could be 
" considered as drawing to a close in that quarter; the Cyanc will prohably 
cruize in the West Indies before she proceeds to -her ultimate destination ; 
but I have reason to believe that positive orders have been issued to the Com- 
manders of American cruizers, on no account to search any vessel sailing 
under a Foreign flag. 

Desirous of omitting no step which held out the smallest chance of pro- 
ducing a favourable impression on the, minds of the American Ministers, I 
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“sent Mr. Adams a transcript of such parts of the voluminous Correspondence 
aid before Parliament,-as 1 thought most likely to corroborate the represen- 
ions which I had made in.contormity with Your Lordship’s instructions ; and 
W am assured that the body of information thus communicated to him has 
Been submitted to The President, and such Members of the Cabinct, as are 


Still at the Seat of Government. 

: (Signed) © STRATFORD CANNING. 
aint The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
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il Mr. ‘Secretary Canning to The Right Honourable Stratford Canning. 
P (De & ; . 7 
vere 
aking te | 
winielk YOUR Report of your last Conference with the American Sccretary of 
sae ‘State, on the subject of the Slave Tradc, presents no very satisfactory prospect 
for ‘of the co-operation .to be expected onthe part of the United States in our 
efforts for repressing that abominable traffick. 


(Extract.) Foreign Office, October 11, 1822. 


gh The Report of The Duke of Wellington’s Conference with M. de Viliéle, 
tie the French Minister, on the same subject, contained in the Despatch, dated 
at Paris, 21st September, a copy of which I inclose to you, is, i am sorry to 
dtp ‘say, hardly less discouraging. | | : 
fi a 


It is, nevertheless, the duty and the determination of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, to leave no effort on their part untried; and at least to acquit Great 
Britain, .an.the.eyes of, God. and Man, of,any responsibility for the cortinu- 
ance of a pest so scandalous and so afflicting to humanity. 

-[. tcausuiit:fo.you, :for.your information and guidance in any discyssions 
4 upon this subject, copy of the Instructions, dated the 1st October, which 
have been given to The Duke of Wellington, after the receipt of bis: Despatch 
= from. Paris. | 
ac ' You will sce.therein, what are the several expedients, for bringing. to bear 
uf upon this question the influence of the. Sovereigns assembled at ‘Vienna, to 

. which, His Grace is successively to resort ; but, after all, the mutual right of 
| 


ft visit, so Often proposed and so often rejected by them, is the one, sale expe- 
je dient,.ypon the eficacy of which reliance could be placed; and the pertinacious 
if refusal of which affords countenance, as well as shelter, to the most flagrant 
fp ‘acts of violence, rapine and murder, - | / ee Ss 

rs It is most unfortunate, that The President of: the United States, and his 
" Ministers, should see any thing invincibly objectionable, in the proposal for 
m a mutual and regulated, and temporary right of visit,—a proposal perfectly 
“are, distinct from the long litigated question of belligerent right of scarch, or if it 
Mfr. -can be supposed to touch it at all, appearing to operate favourably, for the 

American. view of that question, rather than against it. 

wid! There can be no disparagement .of national dignity in equal and reci- 
the procal concession. __ | 

oa | . . Great Britain desires no other than that any of her subjects, who so far 
is defy: the Laws, and dishonour the character of their Country, as to engage in 
wae a trade of blood, proscribed not more by the Acts of the Legislature, than by 


“as the National fecling,—should be detected and brought to justice, even by forcign 
aa hands. | : | , 

eso! " What Great Britain is roady to allow, in a point eo vital to her pride and 
fd to her power, may surely be allowed reciprocally by any other Nation. 
fy 
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If apprehension ts entertained of occasional abuses of such permission om 
either part, or on both, limitations and conditions may be devised that shall 
prevent them from growing into practice: and, at all events, the fixing of a 
short period for the duration of the experiment may ensure their speedy ter- 
mination. ‘Two or three years might sultice to sweep the African and Ameri- 


can seas of the atrocious commerce with which they are now infested; and. 


the honour of neither flag would be tarnished, by having for that season with- 
drawn its protection from those by whom such atrocities were perpetrated. | 

You will judge when the proper opportunity shall arise, for presenting 
another formal Note to the Secretary of State upon this subject. 

The copy of my Despatch to The Duke of Wellington, will furnish you 
with the means of quicting any apprehension that may be entertained by the 
American Goveriment, of an intention on the part of Great Britain to call in 
upon this subject the authority of the Congress, as of a Court whose jurisdic- 
tion was supposed competent to give Law to the Nations of the World. 


(Siened) GEORGE CANNING. 


P. S.—I have said that two or three vears of regulated visit might be suffi- 
cient for the purpose of suppressing the illicit Slave Trade; but if any objec- 
tion 1s felt to a stipulation fora specifick time, (the principle of the agreement 
being admitted,) there could be no difficulty in inserting a condition making 
the agreement determinable upon a notice of six months from either Party. 


The Right Hon. Stratford Canning, G. C. : 
&c. &e.  —s &e. 


No. 5. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to The Right Honourable Stratford Canning. 


(Extract.) Foreign Office, November 11, 1822. 


BY the inclosed extract of a Despatch from Sir Charles Stuart, dated the 
10th ultimo, (received not many days after the sailing of the last Packet for 
America,) you will see that an Instruction has been sent to Mr. Gallatin, 
directing him, singly, to “ press the French Cabinet to take effectual measures 
*©to check the infraction of their own Laws and the abuses of their flag, 
“‘which are at present notorious along the whole extent of the African 


““ Coast.” 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


‘The Right Hon. Stratford Canning, 
&c. &e. &e. 


No. 6. 


The Right Hon. Stratford Canning to Earl Bathurst.—(Reccived 
January 3, 1823.) 


My Lorp, Washington, December 4, 1822. 


THE question of the Slave Trade has again been referred, in the House 
of Representatives, to a Select Committee, of which Mr. Gorham, of Massa- 
chussetts, is re-appointed Chairman. While the resolution for renewing this 


Committee was before the House, one of the Representatives from Maryland, 


we. 
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< x pressed a decided opinion in favour of conceding the right of visit-at sea, 
4 SS the only effectual measure for suppressing the Trathck in Slaves. There 
Ye much reason tu hope that a vigorous effort will be made in this sense, by 
\.* we friends of the measure, before the close of the present Session; but the 
ws mper of Congress in general, with respect to its adoption, is still very 
\ Subtful. The disposition of the Government on this subject is, to all ap- 
Ry Sarance, so much the same as it was last year, that I am unwilling to’ 
ke any further steps of an official character, until I receive more de- 

ailed instructions. | , 

At a publick meeting lately held in Boston, it was stated by Mr. Webster, 
| a distinguished Lawyer of that City, and one of the Representatives elected for 
nm! the next Congress, that natives of New England were known to him as being 
dbrte concerned in the Slave Trade. Your Lordship will find a report of the 
vain ¢ speech by this Gentleman in the National Intelligencer of the 26th ult. 
te I have the honour to be, &c. — : 
ING, Earl Bathurst, K. G. 
- &e. = &e. &e. 
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‘The Right Hon. Stratford Canning to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Reccived 
a February 6.) , a | 


(Extract.) | Washington, January 1, 1823.. 


~ 


EVERY attention in my power shall be paid to the Instructions with 


which you have honoured me, by His Majesty commands, on the subject of 


the Slave Trade. I had cherished a hope that the question of mutual search, 


as recommended by a Committee of the House of Representatives during the: 


last Session, would ere this have been taken up with vigour by the triends of 


that measure in Congress, but a third of the Session has already been allowed | 


to pass away, without an attempt on their part to bring it forward in any 
effectual shape, and I still apprehend that nothing short of a decided impulse 


from that quarter will produce any change in the disposition of the American 


\, Government. . | _ 
3 _In the official returns laid before Congress, the Cyane, corvette, is described 


é, as having been dispatched to the Coast of Africa. The Secretary of the: 


2 Navy has since assured ine that she 1s actually under orders for that Station. 
(Signed) - STRATFORD CANNING. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, 
&e. . &c. 


&e. 


No. 8. 


The Right Hon. Stratford Canning to Mr. Secretary Canning.— 
| | (Received March 10.) c 4 pg 


the Slave Trade with the American Sccretary of State.’ A copy of the Note which 


Pp 


(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Sir, _ Washington, February 8, 1823. 
oe IN pursuance of the Instructions which I had the honour to receive from you | 
by the November Mail, I have opencd a fresh Correspondence on the subject of | 


I have addressed to Mr. Adams for this purpose is herewith inclosed. 1 have not | 
yct received an answer from him, but since the Note was sent in, he has ex- 
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ressed his intention of replying to it at an early period, and I know that it has 
heen submitted to The President and other Members of the Administration. 
The Conferences which J held with Mr. Adams in the Summer, reports of which 
are contained in my Despatches of last year, 1 considered, under my Instruc- 
tions of that time, as preparatory to a more formal repetition of the proposal, 
before so frequently pressed in His Majesty’s Name, on the acceptance 
of the American Government. J d:d-not feel myself at liberty to resume 
a regular correspondence on the subject with Mr. Adams, so long as there was 
no appearance of any more favourable disposition on his part than what I had 
before experienced; the rather, as i had already stated my opinion that 
little was to be expected from the American Cabinet without a previous 
impulse from Congress, besides that the advantage of my being supplied with 
further Instructions was sufficient, under such circumstances, to make up 
for the delay of waiting for them. Even subsequently to the receipt of 
your Despatches by the October Mail, I decmed it advisable not to engage in 
the Correspondence which you have empowered me to open, until I had 
ascertained whether the Report and Resolution of the Committee on the 
Slave Trade were likely soon to be debated in the House of Representatives 
In a matter of such deep concern I was unwilling to afford the American 
Ministers an opportunity, before the Report had been called up, of again 
declining His Niajesty’s offers, and thus, if unhappily so disposed, of dis- 
couraging those Members who are known to favour the pe sition, by re- 
presenting themselves as unalterably committed to a-refusal of it. I thuoght it 
not unlikely that, except they were driven to an immediate decision, they 
would prefer leaving the Advocates of the Report to elicit the sense of the 
House thereon, according to their sense of expediency, and in this way that 
enother chance might perhaps be engaged, in the aid of that great Cause, 
which a mutual interchange of the right of search would so effectually pro- 
mote. 

In proportion as E looked with hope to the exertions of the Committee, 
and was latterly induced to cherish that hope with greater confidence, from 
observing a disposition in Congress far more favourable than any that appeared 
last year, to the temperate discussion of such.a subject,—-I felt disappointed 
in learning that a majority of the Committee 1s. now adverse to taking up the 
Report; and that even the Chairman, whose zealous attachment to the 
cause of abolition is well known, himself despairs of being able to take it up 
with the slighest prospect of success. 

(Signed) STRAFFORD CANNING. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, 
- &e. &e. &c. : 


(Inclosure in No. 8.) 
The Right Hon. Stratford Canning to John Quincy Adams, Esq. 


Sir, Washington, Jannary. 29,. 1823. 
GREAT BRITAIN, as you are well aware, has long devoted her anxious 


and unremitting exertions to the complete abolition of the African Slave 
Trade. She availed herself, during war, of her belligerent rights and ex- 
tended dominion in the Colonies to put down the inhuman traffick: in peace 
she has spared no labour, and shrunk from no sacrifice, to supply, by a general 
co-operation of the Maritime Powers, whatever has been withdrawn from her 
peculiar controul by the cessation of hostilities, and the Colonial arrangements 
consequent on that event. 
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It is matter of deep regret to His Majesty’s Government, that the result 
of their excrtions is far from corresponding either to the cause which de- 
mands, or to the zeal which sustains them. The pest, which they have 
pledged themselves to destroy, if it be in human power to destroy it, not only 


survives to the disgrace and affliction of the age, but seems to acquire a fresh 


capacity for existence with every endeavour for its destruction. | 

To whatever fatality it may be owing, that, while the obligation of adopting 
and enforcing measures for the extermination of the Slave Trade is solemnly 
acknowledged by the Civilized World, this object seems rather to elude 
the grasp than to approach its consummation ; Great Britain perceives in 
the postponement of her hopes, however mortifying for the moment, no rea- 
son either to relax from her efforts, or to abandon the expectation of final 
success. Impelled by the noblest motives to persevere in the cause of Abo- 
lition, and mindful by what slow, laborious, steps, the present point has been 
attained, she looks forward through surrounding spaces to that triumphant 
accomplishment of het purpose, the benefit and glory of which will only be 
rendered more signal by the difficulties attendant on its progress. — 

In cailmg upon Europé and America to join with them in the discharge of 
this sacred duty, His Majesty and His Ministers have appealed, Sir, with the 
more confidence to your Government, as the United States have long pro- 
claittied their decided Hostility to the Slave Trade, and are surpassed by no 
Country in the vigour of their L gislative enactments for its repression. The 
identity of principle ae on this subject between the Two Governments is 
distirictly recorded iti the Treaty of Peace; and, in answer to every proposal 
which has since, by His Majesty’s command, been addressed to your Cabinet 
for redeeming that pledge, by a broad and effectual application of the princi- 

le, a fresh assuranee has been given of the unceasing interest with which the 

nited States continue to promote the cause of Aboli 
cord int principle and sentiment is added the conviction, avowed by both Par- 
ties; that, in spite of Laws and’ Treaties, the accursed traffick still thrives 
under the eyes ofan indignarit World, it would seem impossible that the Two 
Powers should itesp. 1 aieapeyie from concerting a joint system of measares 
against the common object of their abhorrence and just sari sie What- 
ever circumstarices, views, or impressions, may have hitherto defeated this 
expectation, His Majesty’s Ministers are still unwilling to despair of finding 


the United States at length prepared, either to close with the system . 


of concert already offered to their acceptance, or to suggest a plan of equal 
efficiency in its place. The alternative embraces a duty, for the performance 


. of which both Countries are responsible before God and Man. 


A deep sense of this duty, and a reliance, by no means relinquished, 
on’ the general disposition of the United States, have prompted the se- 
veral Communications on this question, which have been addressed to 

ou, at successive periods, either through me, or by nreans of the American 


nvoy in London. You will readily call to mind, _ that in the course. 


of last Summer I apprized you of the intention of His 
press for an early re-consideration of the subject, 

might not prove agreeable to the American Cabinet to anticipate that 
intended recurrence to it on the part of Great Britain, by some efficient 
proposal originating with itself. I took occasion in oer conversations te 
urge anew, those various arguments which support and justify the opinion of 
His Majesty’s Government, and I also placed in your hands the Official 
Papers, then recently printed: by order of Parliament, in further evidence 
of the extent te alien the traitick in Human Beings was still carried on 
from: Africa, under circumstances of aggravated cruelty. In declaring, as 
on former occasions, the readiness of His Majesty’s M: 

with respect and candour, whatever scheme of concert, if any, the American 
Cabinct might think proper to bring forward as a substitute for theirs, you 


ajesty’s Ministers to 


ition. When to this ac- 


mo whether it 


inisters to examine, 
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‘will remember how strongly Iexpressed my belief, that the only effectual mea- 
sure devised, or likely to be devised, was a mutual concession of the right of, 
search. In the exercise of that right, under such guards, and with such limi- 
tations as may serve to tranquillize the most apprehensive and scrupulous 
minds, it is still conceived that the best, and only cure for this jatolerable 
mischief is to be found. You assured me, at a subsequent conference, that my, 
representations had been duly submitted tu ‘The President. I wish it were in 
my power to add, that the cause which I pleaded had prevailed. 

From the printed Documents, which I had the honour of communicating to 
you, it appears that the French flag is more particularly employed to cover the 
illicit trade on the Coast of Africa. It would, perhaps, be unfair to conclude 
that French property and French subjects are concerned to the full propor- 
tion in which the colours of that Nation are used; but-1t 1s manifest that. 
both are engaged in this commerce of blood, to an extent which reflects dis- 
credit, if not on the motives of the French Administration, at least on the 
efficiency of its measures, and makes it imperative on those Governments 
which are pledged to each other for the suppression of the Slave Trade, 
to declare their reprobation of what is, at best, a culpable remissness, and to 
omit nothing that may rouse the French Cabinct to a more active exercise of 
its authority. 

It was a part of my Instructions to bring this point under your immediate 
consideration, and to intimate that the remonstrances of His Majesty’s Am- 
bassador at Paris might be attended with more effect, if the American Envoy 
at that Court were directed to concur with His Excellency, in a joimt -re-. 
presentation on the subject. It would be idle at present to repeat the argu- 
ments adduced in executing this instruction. The answer which you returned 
in the name of The President, was unfavourable to the step 1 had suggested ; 
and such was the result which it became my duty to announce to His 
Majesty's Secretary of State; but no doubt was started with respect. to. 
the grounds on which my application rested ; and, of those notorious facts, to 
which I referred, as calling for a Joint and impressive appeal to the good faith 
and good feelings of the French Government, you seemed to be equally 
convinced with myself. 

The reasons indeed which you alledged for declining at that time to comply 
with a proposal, no less simple in its nature, than useful in its object, I un-_ 
derstood to be rather of a temporary character; and under this impression, I 
cannot but hope that the period 1s now arrived when they will no longer be 
found tostand in opposition to thegreat considerations involved in this question. 

In repeating, therefore, the invitation which ! have already had the honour 
to convey to youon the part of His Majesty’s. Government, it only remains 
for me to request an early communication of the intentions at present enter- 
tained on this head by the Government of the United States. 

I beg, Sir, that you will accept, &c. 
John. Quincy Adams, Esq. (Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 
ke. &e. &e. 


No. 9%. ~ 
The Right Hon. Stratford Canning to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received 
April 20.) | 
(Extract.) Washington, March 10, 1823. 


‘A RESOLUTION introduced by Mr. Mercer, one of the Members from | 
Virginia, was taken. into consideration on one of the latest days of the Session, 
and was carried by the very large majority of one hundred and thirty-one 
voices against nine. Mr. Mercer’s Resolution makes no mention of the right - 
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“Sf scarch, but points to a Declaration of Piracy, against the Slave Trade, to 

e cffected, in the first instance, by negociation among such Powers as are dis- 
: B>osed to fix that character upon the Traffick in Slaves, and ultimately by a- 
: =. recognition of it,.as forming a constituent part of the Common Law of 


" 
. 


a ations. ‘I'he Resolution is thus expressed. 

ee “That The President of the United States be requested to enter upon, 

ae ‘and to prosccute, from time to time, such negociations with the Maritime ° 

5. “ Powers of Europe and America, as he may deem expedient for the abolition 
i “of the African Slave Trade, and its ultimate denunciation as Piracy, under 

Cnc “ the Law of Nations, by the Civilized World.” | 

prepa (Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 

xt tha The Right Hon. George Canning. 7 

(ide &c. &e. &e. 
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‘The Right Hon, Stratford Canning to Mr.Secretary Canning.—(Received 


nediat May 9.) © | 
a Sir, | Washington, March 31, 1823. 
t te 1 HASTEN to transmit to you the inclosed copy of an Answer which I 
at have received from the American Secretary of State, to my Official Letter of 
roe January 29th, on the necessity of concerting more effectual measures for the 
sted suppression of the Slave ‘Trade. It will, doubtless, afford you satisfaction to 
Hh find that the Government of the United States, though they persist in de- 
ro clining to concede the right of search, proposed on the part of His Majesty, 
0 declare their willingness to join with other Nations in treating the Slave Trade 
h as Piracy ; and offer, with that principle in view, as a substitute for the right 
i of search, to enter into a mutual engagement with Great Britain. This pro- 
Syn you will observe, is grounded on a late Resolution of the House of 
_ Representatives, which I have already had the honour of making known to 
you. I hope to have some further communication on the subject with Mr. 
, Adams, before the departure of the monthly Packet. In the mean time, it 


- only remains for me to mention, that Mr. Gallatin has lately made a separate 
. . representation to the French Ministry, with reference to the Slave Trade, 
agreeably to what it appears that -he had led His Majesty’s Ambassador 
_ at Paris tu expect. | 
. re I have, &c. a 
(Signed) | STRATFORD CANNING. 
The Right Hon. George Canning. _ 7 
& 2 KkCe &e. &e. 


_ - (First Inclosure in No. 10.) 
"~Join Quincy Adams, Esq. to The Right Hon. Stratford Canning. 


e 
é 


4 poe a | Ss Department of State, es 

| Sir, ae aa , Washington, March 30, 1823. 
ee YOUR Letter of ‘the 29th January, was, immediately after being received, 
§23. | submitted, ta the consideration of The President of the United States. The 
from delay which has hitherto procrastinated a reply to it, has been occasioned, 
100) not by any abatement of the interest, on the part of the ‘Government of the 
one United States, with which it regards every effort and proposal for the full 
ight and final suppression of the African Slave Trade ; nor by any hesitation with 
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regard to the decision, which had already been formed and declared, respecting 
the proposal of submitting the Vessels and Citizens of the United States to the 
- search of Foreign Othcers upon the high seas; but by an expectation that 
measures, contemplated by the National House of Representatives, might, 
before the close of the Session of Congress, indicate to the Executive Govern- 
ment of this Country, views, upon which it would be enabled to substitute a 
proposal, for accomplishing the total abolition of the traftick, more effectual to 
its purpose, and less liable to objections on other accounts, than that, to which 
the United States cannot be reconciled, of granting the right of search. These 
measures were matured in the branch of the Legislature where they originated, 
only at the very termination of the Session, and the Senate had not the op- 
portunity of pronouncing its opinion upon them. There is, however, no 
doubt on the mind of The President, that they would have obtained their 
sanction; and he has, therefore, no hesitation in acting so far upon the ex- 
presséd and almost unanimous sense of the House, as to declare the willing- 
ness of this Union, to join with other Nations in the common engagement to 
pursue and to punish those who shall continue to practise this crime, so re- 
probated by the just and humane of every Country, as enemies of the human 
race, and to fix them irrevocably in the class, and under the denomination, 
cf Pirates. 

I have the honour of inclosing, herewith, a copy of the fourth and fifth Sec- 
tions of a Law of the United States, passed on the 15th of May, 1820, by 
which it will be seen, that any Citizen of the United States, being of the crew 
or ship’s company of any Foreign ship or vessel engaged in the Slave Tradc, 
ér any Person whatever, being of the crew or ship’s company of any ship or 
vessel owned, in the whole or part, or navigated for, or in behalf of, any Ci- 
tizen’or Citizens of the United States, participating in the Slave Trade, is 
declared to have incurred the penalties of Piracy, and made liable to atone for 
the crime with his life. The Legislation of a single Nation can go no farther 
to mark its abhorrence of this trathck, or to deter the people, subject to its 
Laws, from contamination, bv the practice of others. 

‘If the mference in vour Letter of the 29th of January, from the Documents 
to which it refers, be correct, that the French flag is more particularly em- 
ployed to cover the illicit trade on the Coast of Africa, and the conjecture like- 
wise suggested in it, that this flag is used to cover the property and the per- 
sons of individuals bound to other allegiances, be well founded; this Statute’ 
makes every Citizen of the United States, concerned in such covered traftick, 
liable, if detected in it, to suffer an ignominious death. The code of Great 
Britain herself, has hitherto no provision of equal severity m the pursuit of 
her subjects, even under the shelter of Foreign banners, and to the covert of 
simulated papérs and property. 

Iam directed by The President of the United States to propose, on their 
part, the adoption by Great Britain of the principle of this Act; and .to offer 
a mutual stipulation to annex the penalties of Peracy to the offence of partici- 
pating in the Slave Trade, by the Citizens or Subjects of the respective Parties. 
Phis proposal is made as a substitute ‘for that of conceding a mutual right of 
search, and of a-trial by Mixed Commissions, which would be rendered useless 
by it. ‘Should it meet the approbation of your Government, it may be sepa- 
rately urged upon the adoption of France, and upon the other Maritime 
Powers of Europe, in the manner most conducive to its ultimate success. 

I have the honour of tendering to you the renewed assurance of my distin- 
guished cotsideration. 

(Signed) JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
The. Right Hon. Stratford Canning, 
&e &e, &e. 
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| - (Second Inclosure in No. 10.) 


Extract of an Act of Congress, approved 1£th May 1820, “ to continue in 
‘s force ‘ An Act to protect the Commerce of the United States, and punish 
“* © the crime of Piracy’—and also to make further provision for punishing 
‘¢ the crime of Piracy.” 


Sect. IV. And be it further Enacted,—That if any Citizen of the United 
States, being of the crew or ship’s company, or any Foreign ship or vessel 
engaged in the Slave Trade, or any Person whatever, being of the crew or 
ship's company of any ship or vessel, owned in the whole or part, or navigated 
for, or in behalf of, any Citizen or Citizens of the United States, shall land 
trom any such ship or vessel, and on any Foreign shore seize any Negro or 
Mulatto, not held to service or labour by the Laws of either of the States or 
Territorics of the United States, with intent to make such Negro or Mulatto 
a Slave; or shall decoy, or forcibly bring and carry, or shall ‘receive such 
Negro or Mulatto on board any fee ship or vessel, with intent as aforesaid ; 
such Citizen or Person shall be adjudged a Pirate, and, on conviction thereof, 
before the Circuit Court ot the United States for the district wherein he may 
be brought or found, shall suffer death. 

Sect. V. dnd be it further Enacted,—That if any Citizen of the United 
States, being of the crew or ship’s company of any Foreign ship or vessel en- 
gaged in the Slave Trade, or any Person whatever, being of the crew or ship's 
company of any ship or vessel, owned wholly, or in part, or navigated for or 
in behalf of any Citizen or Citizens of the United States, shall forcibly confine 
or detain, or aid and abet in forcibly confining or detaining, on board such 
ship or vessel, any Negro or Mulatto not held to service by the Laws of either 
of the States or Territories of the United States, with intent to make such 
Negro or Mulatto a Slave, or shall, on board any such ship or vessel, offer 
or attempt to sell, as a Slave, any Negro or Mulatto not held to service as 
aforesaid, or shall, on the high seas, or any where on tide water, transfer 
or deliver over to any other ship or vessel, any Negro or Mulatto not held to 
service as aforesaid, with intent to make such Negro or Mulatto a Slave, or 
shall land or deliver on shore, from on board any such ship or vessel, any such 
Negro or Mulatto, with intent to make sale of, or having previously sold such 
Negro or Mulatto as a Slave, such Citizen or Person shall be -adjadged a 
Pirate, and on conviction thereof, before the Cireuit Court of the United 
States for the district wherein he shalt be brought or found, shall suffer 
death. 
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C.M.St. George, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry. —(Received May 28.) 


(Extract.) | Stockholm, May 16, 1822. 


I BROUGHT to the knowledge of Count Engestrom, in the manner pre- 
scribed by Your Lordship, the statement of the facilities afforded to the 
Slave Trade at St. Bartholomew, and have received in reply the: inclosed 
Note, by which, as Your Lordship will perceive, the Swedish Government, 
has pledged itself to institute the strictest enquiry as to the abuses alledged 
against that Island, and to visit the convicted with the utmost rigour of the 
Law. | 

The Count requests that Your Lordship will consider the last part of his 
Note, simply as an additional indication of the willingness of this Govern- 
ment to comply with your wishes, by affording an opening for information ;: 
and he authorizes me to say that silence will be interpreted as a proof that none. 
is forthcoming from Your Lordship’s Office. The French Mission here has: 
also been lately addressed by Count Engestrom on this subject. 


The Marquess of Londonderry, K.G. (Signed) CHAS. M.ST. GEORGE: 


Bc.. &c. &e, 


(Inclosure in No. 1.) 
Count Engestrom to C. M. St. George, Esq. 


Stockholm, le 13 Mai 1822. . 


LE Soussigné, Ministre d’Etat et des Affaires Etrangéres de Sa Majesté 
Le Roi de Suéde et de Norvége, a recu la Note que M. de St. George, Chargé’ 
d’Affaires de Sa Majesté Britannique, a bien voulu lui adresser en ie ‘du 28: 
du mois passé, par ordre de son Gouvernement, et en consequence d’une as- 
sertion renfermée dans une Note, adressée.le 12 Mars dernier, par M. de Cara~ 
man 4 S. E. Le Marquis de Londonderry, comme quoi il se fabriquoit de faux’ 
sca Francais relatifs 4 la Traite des Négres. dans la Colonie de St. 

rthelemy. : = 

- L’expericnce a malheureusement constaté jusqu’a quel point ces abus 
honteux ont été poussés dans quelques Pays de l'Europe, durant les dernieres 
guerres; mais le Soussigné aimerait cependant a croire, qu’une aussi profonde’ 
démoralisation n’aura point encore été introduite parmi les habitans de la 
Colonie de St. Barthelemy, ct il croit devoir ajouter, que si M. de Caraman 
avait pu aa cette accusation sur des preuves saffisantes, la Mission de Sa 
Majesté Trés Chrétienne 4 Stockholm aurait, d’aprés toutes les probabilités 
recu J’ordre d’adresser officiellement au Ministére du Roi des plaintes a 
cet égard: % 
- Neanmoins, et pour donner une preuve dé son désir sincére de contribuer 
en autant qu'il dépend de Lui, au mainticn de l’ordre en général et a la dé-. 
eouverte de menécs aussi criminelles qu’ opposées aux interéts de l’humanité, ° 
Le Roi a autorisé le Soussigné de declarer 4 M. de St. George, que les re-" 
eherches.les plus scrupuleuses seront ordonnées au sujet des abus déstgnés, ‘ct 
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que les coupables, s'il y en a, n’echapperont point a la séverité des Loix ; 
mais le Soussigné croit devoir en méme tems inviter M. de St. George, 
4 demander 4 son Gouvernement tous les éclaircissemens que M. de Cara- 
man aura sans doute fourni au Ministére Britannique, depuis l'envoi de 
sa Note. , ho | 

Le Soussigné profite de cette occasion, &c. &e 


M. de St. George, (Signé) LE COMTE D’'ENGESTROM. 
&e. &e. &c. boo 


= 


| (Inclosure in No. 1.) | 
Count Engestrom to C. M. St. George, Esq. 


(Translation.) = Stockholm, May 13, 1822. - 


THE Undersigned, Minister of State and for Foreign Affairs of His 
Majesty The King of Sweden and Norway, has received the Note which Mr. 
St. George, the Chargé d’Affaires of His Britannick Majesty, has been pleased 
to address to him, under date of the 28th ultimo, by order of his Govern- 
ment, and in consequence of an assertion contained in a Note, addressed by 
Monsieur de Cataman to His Excellency The Marquess of Londonderry on 
the 12th of March last, stating that false French Papers were fabricated rela- 
tive to the Slave Trade in the Colony of St. Bartholomew. 
~ Experience has unfortunately proved to what extent these shameful abuses 
were carried in several Countries of Europe during the last war; but the 
Undersigned would, notwithstanding, willingly believe that such gross demora- 
lization has not yet found its way amongst the Inhabitants of the Colony of 
St. Bartholomew, and he thinks it right to add, that if M.de Caraman could 
have supported the accusation by sutticient proofs, the Mission of His Most 
Christian Majesty at Stockholm, would in all probability have received orders 
to make an oftticial complaint to the Swedish Ministry on the subject. 

Nevertheless, The King, in order to manifest His sincere desire to con- 
tribute, as far as depends upon Him, to the maintenance of order in general, 
and to bring to light manceuvres no less criminal than contrary to the interests 
of humanity, has authorized the Undersigned to declare to Mr. St. George, 
that the most minute investigation shall be made touching the aforesaid abuses, 
and that the guilty, should there be any, shall not escape the severity of the 
Laws :. but the Undersigned thinks it right at the same time to request Mr. 
St. George to obtain. from his Government, .all the information that M. de 
Caraman will, doubtless, have furnished to the British Ministry, since the 
delivery of his Note. .. | - 

oe «a  .., . The Undersigned profits of this opportunity, &e. 
C. M. St. George, Esq. (Signed) LE COMTE D’ENGESTROM: 
; &es &e.. &e. . 


ee | No. 2.. 
| Mr. Secretary Canning to Charles M. St. George, Esq. 
AERIS Ua eS ~ + - Foreign Office, October 19, 1822. 


_ THE accompanying Paper will put you in-possession of the circumstances 
under which a vessel, named the Joseph, which was found illegally trading m. 
Slaves, assumed the Swedish flag in order to escape. the penalty to which she 
would have been subject under the flag of that Country to which she belonged. 

_ The Governments of those Countries which have renounced the Slave 


= ET ee ee 


SWEDEN: 155 


Trade, although they may'‘object, or mav have delayed, ‘to take international 
measures to ensure the discontinuance of it on the part of their subjects, can 
hardly deny that frauds hke these call loudly for their interposition. 
It cannot be indifferent to their feelings, or to their honour, that their flag. 
should be thus prostituted to purposes which they have disavowed, in ¢con- 
travention of their own solemn abjurations. | 

His Majesty has, therefore, deemed it a proper attention to the Court of 


Stockholm, that a communication of this fact should be forthwith ‘made to the 


Swedish Government; not doubting but that Ilis Swedish Majesty, the cha- 
racter of whose flag has been in this instance indecently and fraudulently 
abused, will be the first to issue a Declaration so consonant to the principle of 
His engagements of the 3d March 1813; ‘ not to permit the subjects of 
*< Sweden to engage in the Slave Trade ;” by which He will disclaim any wish 
to protect persons who thus wickedly assume and disgrace the Swedish flag, 
and will direct that they may be dealt with, as if that flag had not been so 
assumed. Ss 
Whether such Declaration shall be issued in the shape of a publick Mani- 
festo, or shall be conveyed in that of an Oflicial Note, to be transmitted to the 
British Government, with permission to furnish copies of it to British cruizers, 
isa matter entirely for His Swedish Majesty’s consideration :—but, in one 
shape or other, it is to be hoped that you will be able to induce M. d’Enges- 
trom to prevail with His Swedish Majesty to consent to the issue of it 


without delay. | : | 
a. Tam, &e. 
Chas. M. St. George, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


&e &e. &ec. 


{Inclosure in No. 2.) 
. Paper relating to the Ship Joseph. 
(Extract.) Sierra Leone, July 9, 1822. : 


THE case of the ship Joseph is of a peculiar description; and as it may, and 
doubtless will happen again, requires early attention. | 

_ This vessel was captured at the Gallinas, and after capture pretended to be a 
Swedish vessel. , She, had on board Swedish, English and American colours,— 
a clearance from Matanzas, in Cuba —the measurement of a vessel called the 
Joseph at Gustavia, St. Bartholomews, dated July 1819,—and a certificate iz 
English, dated the same Place, the same time, and purporting to testify that 
Johan Krause had made oath he was the Owner of the said schooner Joseph,— 
and signed by a Notary. She had'no other ship’s paper whatever, except her 
log, kept in Euchsh by Elliot, the Mate. The Master, Avavse, whose real 
name is suspected to be De la Cruz, called himself Owner, and was the only 
one on board who pretended to be a Swede. ‘The two Mates pretended to be 
Americans, the sailors were Americans, French, Danes, and one an acknow- 
Jedged Irishman. | _ 

In the private examinations taken, it was found the cargo was shipped at 
Matanzas, by one Zacharius Atkins, whom one of the parties believed to be 
an Englishman. On her arrival on the Coast she was repaired at Bulama, 
and in the Rio Grande, by the assistance of David Lawrence, a son of old 
Lawrence’s ; and Slaves were purchased from him, and Pock, an Englishman; 
D. Lawrence’s signature to the oath of allegiance.was produced. ___. 

Having thus a fair primd facie case, A. B. determined to try how far the Judge 
would act upto law and practice, and oblige the claimants to furnish proof 
in opposition to our case, or, in detault of claim and proof on their part, would 
condemn the property. A. B.therefore libelled her under the British Abolition 
Acts. The Judge, however, determined, that though not properly documegted 
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as a forcign vessel, yet, if she had a foreign flag, we bad no right to enquire 
into the property, unless English interest was so self-evident that it must be 
seen by all; that it being doubtful in this Case he should consider her as a Jond 
fide foreign vessel ; that Bulama, though belonging to His Majesty, was not in 
His actual possession: that David Lawrence having taken the oath of alle- 
giance as a matter of policy or convenience, at the time of the Rio Pongas 
‘expeditions, could not be considered a British subject,except when in British Ter- 
ritory: that the fact of purchasing Slaves froma British subject did not render 
the foreign vessel liable to any penalty; and that, therefore, being a foreign 
vessel,and in his opinion not affected by the transactions at Bulama, she must 
be released : that he could not allow that if no claim was made the seizors were 
entitled to a judgment; nor would he allow the “‘ onus probandi” to lie on 
the claimants; he would in all such cases force the seizors to prove the whole 
of their allegations. 

A. B. quoted Acts of Parliament and Admiralty decisions to shew he 
was wrong, but to no al peg she was released. He, however, recommended 
we should try our luck in the British and Spanish Mixed Commission Court. 
This decision took up thirty days. . | | 

In the Mixed Commission Court a claim for restoration and damages was 
given in at once, A. B. proceeded over nearly the same ground, and brought 
home perjury to the Master, several times. Here theJ udge (Fitzgerald), was for 
condemnation on the grounds that Atkins was part Owner, at least, and that 
Krause had sworn to so many lies that he could not be believed when 
he asserted she was a Swede. Mr. Gregory, however, objected ; he believed 
she was a Swede, and did not think, if.employed on aecount of Spanish sub- 
jects, or even if partly owned by them, she could be condemned if sailing 
under another flag. A. B. pressed upon hii that part of the fifth Article, which 
declares unlawful, Slave-trading, ‘‘ either by Spanish ships or under the 
“¢ Spanish flag, or for the account of Spanish subjects by any vessel or under 
“ any flag whatever, after the 30th May 1820, &c.” and asked him what it 
could apply to, but to vessels under circumstances like this. He gave no 
answer, and we continued in this state of suspense for five weeks, with the 
Judges of different opinions. Mr. Gregory, however, got enlightened soon after 
‘the Commodore’s return ; found out that Krause was a great liar, the Swedish 
papers a sham, the vessel all Spanish, and he condemned her. ! 

t has at last turned out that she is not the Joseph, Krause had at Gustavia, 
‘but a vessel picked up at Matanzas, and fitted out for this voyage under the 
same name. | 


| No. 3. | 
C. M. St. George, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received December 5.) 


Sir, | Stockholm, November 7, 1822. 


ON the 4th instant I had the honour to receive your Despatch of the 19th 
ultimo, concerning the ship Joseph, as engaged in the Slave Trade, and hav 
begun to execute the commands contained in it. 

I have the honour to be, &c. | 
; (Signed) CHAS. M. ST. GEORGE. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, , % 

&. Xe. &e. 2. 
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| No. 4. 
C. M. St. George, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received December 25.) 
(Extract.) Stockholm, December 14, 1822. 


YOU will receive with satisfaction the inclosed Note from Count d’En- 
gestrém, which, publickly and explicitly, abjures, on the part of The King 
of Sweden, all concern whatever, in any form or modification of Slave 
Trade,—excludes from the protection of the Swedish flag all persons or 
vessels, whether Swedish or foreign, that may be found engaged in that traffick, 
aad authorizes the transmissa] to His Britannick Majesty’s cruizers of Count 
Engestridm’s Declaration to the above effect. 


The _ saat eg ma (Signed) C.M. ST. GEORGE. 
&c. &c. oO ? 


C. 


{Znclosure in No. 4.) 
| Count Engestrom to C. M. St. George, Esq. 


Stuckhalm, le 13 Decembre 1822. 


LE Soussigné, Ministre d’Etat et des Affaires Etrangéres de S. M. 
LeRoi de Syede et de Norvége n'a pas manqué de mettre sous les yeux du 
Roi, la Note, que M. de St. George, Chargé d’Affaires de Sa Majesté Bri 
tannique, a bien voulu lui adresser, en date du 9 Novembre, rdlativement aux 
mesures & prendre pour prévenir l'abus du pavillon Suédois dans ta “Traite 
des Négres; et le Soussigné se fait un devoir bien agréable de faire part 4 Mon- 
sieur de St. George des hantes décjsigns dy Roi sur un objet aussi inté- 
ressant. 

Pour ce qui soncerpe 4’abord Je fait particulicr, cité dans la Note de 
Monsieur de St. George, il paroit constaté par la procédure, que le batiment, 
de Jaseph,-étoit Espagnol, malgré qu'il se soit illicitement servi du pavillon 
Suédpis. Les recherches Jes plus scrupulcuses seront néanmoins ordonnées 
dans la Colonie de St.:Barthelemy pour obtenir, sl cst possiblé quelques 
renseignemens plus positifs & cet égard, lesquels seront.de suite communiqueés 
au Ministére de'S.°M. Britannique. ' Yaa 

Pour ce qui en est des mesures plus générales 4 adopter contreles abus en 
question, S. M. Le ‘Roi de Suéde et de Norvége sera le premier a y 
¢oncourir par tous les. moyens en Son pouvoir. La Législation Suddoise ex- 
sentiellement protectrice des droits de humamité a.depuis un. tems 'ipimé- - 
morial, abpli ct defendu l'esclayage sous quelque forme quiils se présentat,; 
et la‘Traite des Négres s'est par conséquent trouvé impliquée dans cette defense 
générale. Le Roi compte parmi les plus beaux titres.de gloire de Son Auguste 
Pére, feu'S. M. Le Roi Charles XIII. de s’étre associé aux. nobles efforts du 
Gouvernement ct de la Nation Britannigue, pour prévenir ce fléau de Ihu- 
manité, par l’engagement contracté dans lasection 4 del’ Article séparé du -Traité 
du 3 Mars 1813, engagement, qui découloit naturellement du texte méme 
de nos Loix ;.mais qui n’en renfermoit pas moins la-déclaration la plus .ex- 
plicite, des principes, qui.ne cesseront jamais d’étre ceux du Gouvernement 
du Roi. La Suéde a depuis pris part aux mesures adoptées par le Congres 
de ‘Vienne, pour effectucr Fabolition d’un trafic, honteux pour ,’humanité, 
indigne d’un siécle civilisé et également dégradant pour ceux qui s’y livrent, 
et.pour ceux guicn sont les malhcureuses victimes. .Confondant ainsi les 
antiqucs dispositions des Loix de la gaia les engagemens .récemment 
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contractés avec un Gouvernement Allié, qui de tout tems s’est prononcé avec 
courage et perseverance contre l’oppression, Le Roi se felicite de pouvoir 
donner en cette occasion un nouveau gage des sentimens, qui animent Sa 
Majesté, ainsi que de Son-désir (aller au devant des vués éclairées et bien- 
faisantes de Sa Majesté Lritannique, en autorisant le Soussigné a déclarer: 

~ Que tout batiment Suédois ou Norvégien qui, contre toute attente, seroit 
trouvé employé dans une entreprise aussi illicite que la Traite des Négres, 
ayant contrevenu aux Loix du Pays, sera censé avoir renoncé par le fait méme, 
4 tout droit de réclamer la protection du Gouvernement Suédois et Norvégien, 
laquelle lui seroit refusée le cas échéant ; qu’a plus forte raison, Sa Majesté 
n’ententl point, que le pavillon Suédois ou Norvégien fraudu!eusement porté 
par des batimens étrangéres puisse leur servir de protection contre les incon- 
veniens, auxquels ils se seront exposés en se livrant a un trafic aussi odieux : 
Qie Le Roi sera toujours redevable au Gouvernement Britannique de la dé- 
couverte et de la punition de tout abus du pavillon Suédois ou Norvégien, 
dont Sa Majesté cherche a soutenir Phonneur en toute occasion; et enfin, 
que par suite de ces principes, Le Roi consent, a ce que tout-batiment trouve 
engagé dans la Traite des Négres et portant pavillon Suédois ou Norvégien, 
soit traité exactement comme s'il n’avoit jamais arboré ce pavillon. 

En donnant ces assurances au Ministére de Sa Majesté Britannique, au 
nom du Roi, son Auguste Souverain, le Soussigné est chargé d’ajouter que 
le Gouvernement Snédois n’a aucune objection a ce que le conténu de cette 
Note soit porté 4 la connoissance des Officiers Commandans de S. M. 
Britannique de la maniére qui sera jugée la plus convenable. 
| Le Soussizné protite de cette occasion, &c. _ 

(Signed) LE COMTE D’ENGESTROM. 
M. St. George, | a ; 


. &e. &e. Ke. 
(Inclosure in No. 4. ) 
Count Engestrom to C. M. St. George, Esq. 
| (Translation.) Stockholm, December 13, 1822. 


THE Undersigned, Minister of State and for Foreign Affairs of His 
‘Majesty The King of Sweden and Norway, did not fail to submit to The 
King the Note, under date of the 9th November, addressed to him by Mr. 
St. George, the Chargé d’Affaires of His Britannick Majesty, relative to the 
‘measures to be adopted for preventing the abuses of the Swedish flag in the 

“Slave Trade; and the Uaderianed considers it a very agreeable duty to 
‘make known to Mr. St. George the high decisions of The King on so inte- 
‘resting a subject. | 

In the first place, so far as regards the particular fact mentioned in Mr. St. 

‘George’s Note, it appears estahlished by the procedure, that the vessel, the 
Joseph, was Spanish, notwithstanding its having illicitly carried) Swedish 
‘colours. The most scrupulous researches shall, however, be ordered in the 
Colony of St. Bartholomew, for the purpose of obtaining, if possible, more 
positive information on the subject, which shall be immediately communi- 
‘cated to the Minister of His Britannick Majesty. 

With regard to the more general measures to be adopted agaist the abuses 

‘in question, His Majesty The King of Sweden and Norway will be the first 
to concur in them by every means in his power. The Swedish Leyislature, 
_essentially the Protector of the Rights of Humanity, has, from time imme- 
morial, abolished and prohibited slavery, under whatever form it might 

: present itself; and the Slave Trade is consequently included in_ this 

general prohibition. ‘The King reckons amongst the most noble titles to 
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glory of his August Father, His late Majesty Charles XIII, that of having 
associated himself in the noble efforts of the British Government and Nation 
to prevent this scourge to humanity, by the engagement contracted in the 
fourth Section of the separate Article of the Treaty of the 3d March 1813, 
an engagement which flowed naturally from the very text of our Laws, but 
which did not less contain the most explicit declaration of principles which 
will never cease to be those of The King’s Government. Sweden has since. 
taken a part in the measures adopted by the Congress of Vienna, to effect the 
abolition of a traffick which is a disgrace to humanity, unworthy of a civi- 
lized age, and equally degrading to those who carry it on, and to those who 
are its unfortunate victims. Blending thus the ancient provisions of 
the Swedish Laws with the engagements recently contracted with an Ally, 
who, with courage and perseverance, has at all times, declared Himself an 
enemy to oppression; The King is happy in being able, on this occasion, 
to give a new proof of the sentiments by which His Majesty is actuated, 
as well as of His desire to anticipate the enlightened and beneficent views 
of His Britannick Majesty, and has therefore authorized the Undersigned | 
to declare : 

That all Swedish or Norwegian vessels which, against every expectation, 
shall be found employed in so illicit a traffick as the Slave Trade,—having 
violated thereby the Laws of the Country,—shall be considered as having, by 
the fact itself, renounced the right of-claiming the protection of the Swedish 
and Norwegian Government, which, in such case, shall be refused :—and 
His Majesty further declares that the Swedish or Norwegian flag, fraudulently 
used by foreign vessels shall be no protection to them against the consequences 
to which they will be exposed in carrying on so odious a trathck :—That The. 
King will always be thankful to the British Government for the discover 
and punishment of the abuses of: the Swedish pr Norwegian flag, of which 
His Majesty seeks, on all occasions, to sustain the honvur ;—and, finally, 
n furtherance of these principles, The King consents that every vessel found 
engaged in the Slave Trade under the Swedish or Norwegian. flag, shall be 
treated in all respects as if it had never carried that flag. 

In making these assurances to the Ministry of His Britannick Majesty, 
inthe name of The King, his August Sovereign, the Undersigned is com- 
manded to ‘add, that the Swedish Government has no objection to the con- 
tents of this Note being made known to the commanding O'fcers of His 
Britannick Majesty, in whatever manner may be deemed expedient. 


The Undersigned profits by this opportunyty, &c. | 
(Signed) = “THE COUNT D'ENGESTROM., 


C. M. St. George, Esq. 
&e. &e. &e. 


No. 5. 
Charles M. St. George, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Recetved April 4.) 


(Extract.) Stockholm, March 20, 1823. 


IN reference to my Despatch of the 14th of December of last year, I have 
the honour to inclose a Proclamation, lately issued by this Government, de- 
claring the Swedish and Norwegian flag to be no protection, in any case of 


Slave-dealing whatever. 
: (Signed) CHARLES M. ST. GEORGE. 
The Right. Hon. George Canning; 


Cc. &e. &e. 


1G0 Swepen. 


(Inclosiire in No. 5.) 
(Tianslation J 


' Royal Ordinance respecting the, consequences tg which Swedish Vessels ex- 
pose themselves, which shall be employed in the Slave Trade. — 
_WE, Charles John, do hereby declare, that, — most carefully to. 
manttain the principles which have been adopted by Our Father, King Charles 
the Thirteenth, of glorious memory, and which are conformable to Our own 
sentiments, against the Traffick of Slaves, We have found it expedient hereby - 
to declare, that Swedish and Norwegian vessels which shall be employed in 
the Slave Trade, shall lose by this contravention of Our Orders, Our Royal . 
protection, and that of our Officers and Functionaries ; that we shall see with 
satisfaction, discovered and punished, every use which may be made of the 
Swedish and Norwegian flag in the prosecution of this odious trafhck ; and 
that, in cqnsequence, all vessels which shall be found participating in the 
Slave Trade under Swedish and Norwegian colours, shall be looked wpon as 
not carrying those colours; which shall hereafter be considered asa Law. 


In virtue of which, &c. 


(Signed) CHARLES JOHN, (L. S.) 


“° 


Given at the Palace of Stockholm this Seventh day of Febuary 1823. 
(Signed) § C.D.SKOGMAN. 


% see da. a a, Se oS 4d 


Nob. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Benjamin Bloomfield. 


Str, 3 : = - Foreign Office, May 9, 1823. 


aac 


Majesty’s firm and honourable determination, to adhere to the principle of 
‘not permitting Swedish subjects to éngage in the detestable ‘Fraffick an 
“¢ Slaves.” 

. You will add, that, in order to give due effect to the spirit of this -Procla- 
mation, and to enable Great Britain to issue corresponding Instructions to 
wer cruizers, and to the British Commissioners, ahd ‘othérséiptoyed in put- 
ting down illegal Slave Trade, it ‘will ‘be ‘ésscitial ‘that a‘ Conventional 
Arrangement should be ‘entered irito befween'Great Britain “and “Sweden, 
binding upon both Parties, with respect to the cftect ot' the Proetatnation, 
and defining (if it be thought nécessary), the’ineasures and the forms which 
are to be adhered to in carrying the object of ‘that: Documént--into exe« 
cution, | f 4% 
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You will state that you are ready to open a Negociation upon this matter; 
and, if there shall appear to be a disposition to come to some definitive ar- 
rangement upon it, you will invite them to prepare the Projet of a Treaty or 
Convention, which you will transmit home for consideration. Full Powers 
for concluding the same will be sent out to you, as soon as the state of the 
Negociation shall render it necessary. 

I inclose, in the mean while, for your information and guidance, copies of 
the several Papers which have been laid before Parliament by His Majesty’s 
command, upon the subject of the Slave Trade, including copies of the 
Treaties entered into by His Majesty with Spain, Portugal, and the Nether- 
lands, for preventing the continuation of this odious Traffick. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
The Right Hon. Sir Benjn. Bloomficld, 
&e. &c. &e. 
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No. I. 
H. U. Addington, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry.—( Received April 25.) 


(Extract.) Copenhagen, April 16, 1822. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Lordship’s Des- 
sc of the 26th March, relative to the irregular practices peeves at the 

anish Colony of St. Thomas, in furtherance of the Slave Trade. . 

I lost no time in bringing this subject under the consideration of this Go- 
vernment; and M. Rosenkrantz assured me that orders should be imme- 
diately dispatched to the Governor of the Danish West India Colonies, to. 
sift the matter to the bottom, and to adopt the necessary measures for pre- 
venting a recurrence of the practices complained of. 

: (Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. | 
&. 


&e. &e. 


No. 2. | 
Agustus J. Foster, Esq. to Earl Bathurst.—(Received September 18.) 


My Lorp, Copenhagen, September 10, 18232. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to Your Lordship the inclosed copy of a 
Reply, which M. Rosenkrantz, His Danish Majesty’s Minister fur Foreign 
Affairs, has just sent to me, in answer to the representation which Mr. 
Addington made to him, pursuant to the instructions he had received from 
Lord Londonderry the 26th of last March, in consequence of a compiaint 
of the French Government, relative to a- practice, said to exist at St. 
Thomas’s, of counterfeiting French ship’s papers, for the use of vessels engaged 
in the Slave Trade, but which allegation the Danish Minister shews, by the. 
admission of the French Commercial Agent himself, who was said to have. 
given the information, to be wholly groundless. Z 

] have the honour to be, &c. 
Earl Bathurst, K.G. (Signed) AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 


Se. &c, &c. 


' 


(Inclosure in No. 2.) 


M. de Rosenkrantz to Augustus J. Foster, Esq. 


Monsieur, Copenhague, le 4 Septembre 1822. 
SOUS le 14 Avril dernier, Monsieur Addington, Chargé d'Affaires de Sa 


Majesté Britannique, m’a fait part d’un mémoire, remis au feu Marquis 
de Londonderry, par Le Comte de Caraman, et portant la dénonciation pré- 
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tendiment faite par Monsieur de Ligny, Agent Francois 4 St. Thomas, “ que 
‘‘ dans cette Ile il se fabrique de faux papiers de bord, revétus de la signature 
‘“< contrefaite du Gouvernement de la Guadeloupe, ou de celle du Gouverneur 
“ de la Martinique, a la faveur dosquels des spéculateurs étrangéres rejettent 
‘ sur la Commerce Francois l’odteux d’tm trafic iNtcite—la Traité des Négres ; 
“* et que de plus M. de Ligny se seroit trouvé dans le cas d’avoir & demander 
“au Commandant de St. Thomas de faire tirer sur un batimént qui étoit 
“ entré le matin sous pavillon Danois, et qui sortit le méme soir sous pavillon 
‘* Francois.” , | 

Ayant requis le Gouverneur-Général des Iles Danoises, aux Indes Occiden- 
tales, de faire examiner scrupuleusement, l'objet d’ane dénonceation faite avec 
tant d’assurance, en citant des sources officielles, J’ai l’-honneur de ‘vous in- 
former, Monsieur, que d’aprés les éclaircissemens fournis par le dit Goaver- 
neur-Général, aussi bien que par le Commandant de St. Thomas, rien n’a été 
decouvert qui pourroit servir 4 constater, ot. méme a faire soupconner la 
réalité des faites dénoncés; que dans I'fle de St. Thomas il n’existe pas 
méme la possibilité de contrefaire des papiers quelconques, vi qu’aucun 
praveur n’y est établi et qu'il n’y a qu’une scule imprimerie fort imparfaite a 
pa propre a imprimer une Gazette ; et que finalement PAgent Francois St. 

homas interpellé a s’expliquer sur les faits qui auroient pu motiver sa dépon- 
ciation, a formellement et par écrit désavoué d'avoir jamais fait une pareille 
dénonciation, gratuitement mise sur son compte, ou d’avoir eu recours au 
Commandant de St. Thomas pour l’affaire du batiment en question. 

Je me flatte, Monsieur, que ces éclaircissemens suffiront pour qu’aux yeux 
de Votre Gouvernement, les Autorités du Roi dans les Colonies soient justifiés 
d'un accusation de négligence répréhensible et peu méritée. 


J’ai honneur Metre, &e. &e. 
M. Augustus J. Foster, (Signé) N. ROSENKRANTZ. 
&e. &c. &c. 


(Inclosure in No. 2.) 


M. de Rosenkrantz to Aygustus J. Foster, Esq. 
(Translation. ) 
‘Sir, Copenhagen, September 4, 1822, 


ON the 24th of April last, Mr. Addington, Chargé d'Affaires of His Britan- 
nick Majesty, communicated to me a Memorandum transmitted to the kate 
Marquess of Londonderry by The Count de Caraman, and containing the 
denunciation made, as is pretended, by Monsieur de Ligny, French Agent at 
St..Thomas’s: ‘‘ that in this Iskand false ship-papers are fabricated, provided 
“‘ with the forged signature of the Guadaloupe Government, or with that of 
‘* the Governor of Martinico, by means of which, foreign Speculators throw on 
«* French commerce the odium of an illegal trathick—the Slave Trade; and 
“* that, moreover, Monsieur de Ligny had found himself under the necessity of 
“requiring the Commandant of St. Thomas to give orders for firing 
“upon a vessel which had entered in the morning under the Danish flag, 
‘* and went out the same evening under the French flag.” 

Having required the Governor-General of the Danish Islands in the 
West Indies to institute a mgcrous inquiry into a denunciation made 
with so much confidence, and quoted as coming from official squrees, 
TF have the honour to inform you, Nir, that according to the expla-- 
nations given by the said Governor-General, as well as by the Commandant 
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of St. Thomas, nothing has been discovered which could lead to prove, or even 
to raise a suspicion of the truth of the facts denounced ; that in the Island of St. 
Thomas there does not even exist the possibility of forging any Papers what- 
soever, there not being a single Engraver established there, and there being 
only one Printing Press, very imperfect, and scarcely fit for printing a 
Gazette; and that, lastly, the French Agent at St. Thomas, when called 
upon to explain himself as to the facts which might have led to the 
denunciation, has, formally, and in writing, denied having ever made such a 
denunciation, gratuitously imputed to him, or having had recourse to the 
Commandant of St. Thomas respecting the vessel in question. 

I flatter myself, Sir, that these explanations will be suthcient, to justify in 
the eves of your Government, The King’s Authorities in the Colonics from a 
reprehensible and undeserved charge of negligence. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
Augustus J. Foster, Eeq. (Signed) N. ROSENKRANTZ. 
Ke. &e. S&e. 
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CORRESPONDENCE | 


WITH 


THE BRITISH COMMISSIONERS. 


SIERRA LEONE.---(General.) 7 


No. I. 


Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to the Marquess of Londonderry — 


(Recewed July 19.) 


My Lorn, Sterra Leone, April 30, 1823. 


IN the very general notice for the year recently terminated, which we had 


the honour to address to your Lordship on the 10th of January last, in expla- 
nation of the Report of the state of the Slave Trade, dated the 5th of January 


1821, no mention was made of the foreign cruizers employed on the coast in 
the course of that year to counteract and restrain the Slave Traders of their: 


ad ath nations. 


e consider it a matter of duty now to supply that omission, and to add 


some further facts which appear material to a correct understanding upon the 
general subject. 


The French armed schooners, Momus and Iris, shewed themselves in this . 


harbour on the 13th of May 1821, and sailed in two days after with the pre- 
fessed intention of goimg down the coast in search of French Slave traders; 
but no intelligence i 


bearing the French flag were to be found in all the known stations, trading 
openly for Slaves. 


So far as the immediate information of this place extends, these two 
schooners formed the whole of the French cruizing force sent to the south- 


ward of the Bissagos in the year 1821, and this was the whole range and effect 
of their operations. | 


_ Accounts from Goree have, however, stated that His Most Christian Ma- . 
Jesty’s brig Le Huron, bearing the broad pendant of Monsieur Du Plessis, . 


who commands the French squadron on the coast, went down to the Bight of 
Benin without approaching Sierra Leone. This Officer, it is understood, 


detained in the course of his cruize a French vessel charged with violating the 


French laws prohibiting the Slave ‘I'rade, which vessel the Judicial Adminis- 
tration of Senegal refused to condemn. 

Monsieur Du Plessis came into Sierra Leone, in the Huron, on the Ist of 
February in the present year, and sailed ayain on the 7th of the same month, 
having prolonged his stay some days with the declared design of conferring 
with Commodore Sir Robert Mends, and of taking advantage of any sugges- 
‘ton which Sir Robert might communicate for the purpose of rendering his 
cfuize more effective. : 
Captain Du Plessis before he entered the harbour of Sierra Leone, had gone 
dewn the coast,.in the month of January, as far as Cape Mount, and had 

B 


as been received of their having taken any, although the 
reports current in the Colony at the time of their departure stated, that shipé 
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examined several French ships, without detaining any. It appears that the 
¥rench national law gives the right-of seizure only in the event of Slaves being 
found actually on board, or at least that this limitation is established in prac- 
tice under that law. “Captain Du Plessis when hé suited hence in February, 
proposed to return to the same stations in the hope of finding some of these 
vessels with Slaves actually embarked. It has been ascertained by the log- 
‘book of La Dichosa Estrella, a shipwrecked prize of His Majesty's ship Mor- 
giana, and also by the dog-book of the sehoower Joxeph. « professed S weedick 
‘schooner, brought it by Lieafenant Clarkson of the Iphigenia, that bo€h. those 
wessels were visited by Commodore Du Plessis off the Gallinas, on the 19th 
and 13th of February; but the time that has efapsted without advice of 
any actual detention being made by that Commodore, gives us reason to think 
that he has not made any. | — 

The American cruizing force on the coast, in the year 18231, was reduced to 
a single armed schooner. The Alligator, a yessel of that class, anchored here 
on the 13th of May 1821, at the same time with the French schooners 
Momus and Iris, and sailed a tide or twa ‘before them. The Alligator made 
‘some captures, the ostensible character of some of the vesscls detained by her 
was not American, Considerable attention was, consequently, directed to 
the determination respecting then. .}t was at first reported that all the 
vessels thus taken were condenmed by the American Courts; but subsequent 
inforthation has corréeted this statement, and it appears, that éome of all of 
these vessels, not of American character, have been, restored. 

‘the Alligator was succceded on ‘the station by, the Shark, a vessel, of the 
same class. T | 
and again in the commencement of the year 1822.: she bad not made any 
captures. 


On the departure of the Shark from the coast, a midshipman anda few ‘meu. 


belonging to ber were left in a smal] schooner, named. the, Augusta, to, asgst 


the cttlement for American coloured peop! - proposed to be established near. 
Cape Mesurado. The presence of this detachment has given occasinn. for the. | 


junetion of a British detachment, with it. from the Iphigenia, commanded by 
Lieutenant Clarkson, A, schooner, named the Joseph, assuming a Swedish. 
national character, was detained and: brought in here eoily in the month of 
March, by the Augusta, having these joint detachmentg,on board. Proceedings. 
on charges of, Slaye trading, were, in the first instance, ineyitnted against, the, 
Joseph in the Court of Vice Admiralty, on the grounds. of British property or 


‘ ‘ : eer ee : va "ode. ¢ . . 
jriterest and British outfit; these allegations were not sustained in evidence, . 


consequently the jurisdiction of, the Judge could not reach the case. But as 
some ‘prominent facts gave ground to believe, that an examination upon the. 
standing interrogatories, would be effectual in eliciting the means of a canvi¢- 
tion in the British and Spanish Court of Mixed Commission, it was recom 
mended from the Bench that a suit should be instituted in that Court.;. these 
proceedings have been commenced accordingly. | | 

The detention of the schoonet Joseph took place while Sir Robert Mends 
was in this harbour, and within the, range of communicating with his detagh- 
ment in a short time: but questions. of some difficulty may arise.iu the event 
of the detention of any vessel by the detachment, while the Iphigenia 18.2£: 
the further extremity of the coast. © | 7 

These detaily comprehend the whole of the information which we. have.to 
communicate respecting the foreign cruizers on the caast, and-their operations; 
since the 5th of January 1821. eas | | : 

The additional facts and circumstances which we haye to b ing under your - 

rdship’s notice are these: _ | Oo i | | 

His Mayes'y’s Commissioners white engaged in the investigation of the cas@a 
of tite Spauish scliooner Rosalia, detained by Lieutenant Hagan of His Me-: 


jesty’s brig Thistle, in the Rio Pongos in the month of January, were informed 


he Shark was In this harbour aboyt the close of the year 1821,. 


G) 


Wei, 
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‘by that QfGoer that.this vessel hed come to that river, in this instance, for the 


-purpose of closing an account-of Slave dealing which had remained unsettled 


‘from the ‘preceding year. This, Lieutenant Hagan said he had ascertained. 


4a the river, and the limited cargo brought by the Rosalia in her present 

ae rg y , P : 
‘voyage, consisting only of a few bales of cloth and some boxes of tobacco, 
bs cpa to contirm that statement. 


D/ 
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‘More recently still, in a special visit of search, in which the crecks of that 


‘giver were examined by the boats of His Majesty’s ship Pheasant, conducted 
by Lieutenant Stokes, of His Majesty’s brig Snapper, under particular in- 
‘gtructions from Captain Clavering, it was ascertained that no Slave-trading 
vessel had been in any part of the river during the last three months. This 
period would comprehend the whole interval from the time of the capture of 
te Rosalia in the early part of the month of January. 


Communications received in the Colony, from neérly the whole ‘of the: 


Chiehs, coneur in expressing a desire to be sceured in the enjoyment of the 
property which they have already realized ; and to be permitted to carry on 
peaceful and Jegitimate commerce, under British pir soak ek The best as- 
swvange af the sincerity of these professions is to be found in the Knowledge 
‘of the state of constant disquiet in which the factorics of the river are placed, 
‘by the visits of the eruizers in search of Slave ships. A definitive arrange~ 
ment is Row considered likely to be effected within the present year. In the 
interval tbe Chiefs seem disposed to recommend themselves to tavourable 
epinion, by a conduct suited to the relation in which they desire to place 
themarelves with scspect to this Colony, - 
‘Rho Rio Nunez, which for some years prior. to the present time, had not 
been visited by any British armed vessel, was ju the course of the Pheasant’s 
cruize specially examined: by tbe boats of that versck. The Officer Gommand- 
ing the boats, following Captain Clavering’s jnstructions, ascended the stream 


of the Rio Nunez as far as 1¢ was practicable for his boats, being considerably - 


above an hundred miles, without finding a vessel: of any description engaged 
in the Slave Trade. We are sorry, however, to have to state that (aptain 
Clavering obtained intelJigence of the’sailing of a vessel, named the Apollo, 
From Eachco or Bissao with a carge of Slaves, which: were in: train of coHee- 
tion for her, when the Conde de Villa Flor was brought off from Bissao by 
ithe boats of the Iphigenia. | , 
_ This fact, together with the antecedent proof of the abuses practised in: 
those places, as.discloscd in the wass of papers found’ on board cf the'Conde 
de Villa Flor, will be sufficient: to shew to the Portuguese Governmetit the 
necessity, of a total.reformation of the Settlements of Bissao and Cacheo, 

In connection with the gencral subject and view of this communication, it 


seems .proper to-notice the termination ofa petty warfare between two Chiefs | 


named Sanassecand Almami Amurath, residing on the coast between the Rig 


Pongns and the Rio Nunez. This petty warfare had lasted for some years, _ 


without much bloodshed,.but with considerable .vexation, by the stoppage of 
the usual intercourse: between. the interior of the country and the commercial 
tawns. on the seaside. The Solima nation conseqpently jntertcred, and a 
force of near ten thousand men, under the command of a Chief named 
Yarradi, brother of the King of .the Soltmas, came down at the instancé of 
one.of the contending parties, Almami Amurath; but, as the result would 
appear to indicate, influenced by the spirit of impartial pacification. 3 

_ Although this Chiefdictated bis terms. with the absolute authority: of an 
unresisted conqueror, he used his:poiver with rare moderation and disinterest- 
edness. The point which we have to notice more particularly is, that he did 
not exact or carry off any considerable number of Slaves ; for, notwithstand- 
ing his general moderation and forbearance, we conceive that he would 
scarcely have abstained from following the usage of the country in this res- 
pect, if the temptation of an active Slave Tradc, and a ready market upon the 
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adjacent coast, presented the inducements of former times, to levy contribu: 
tions in that form. | ee : 
In laying these facts before your Lordship, we are not so much influenced 
by the desire of maintaining any opinion previously advanced by us, nor of 
offering any present opinion, as we are by the wish of affording, in‘ existin 
matters of fact, grounds to ascertain, jointly with the actual extent of foreign | 
co-operation, whether any progress has been made through the system. of 
the Treaties of Mixed Commission towards the repression of the Slave Trade. 
While the Foreign Colonies afford profitable markets for the sale of Slaves, 
the attainment of that object will necessarily be in a great measure local in its 
commencement, and gradual in its advances; and if it has not made some 
advance in the country adjacent to this Colony, and under the immediate 
operation of the various interests of trade and policy, by which the Native 
Chiefs and their people are connected with the Colonial Government and the 
Colonial Merchants and Inhabitants generally, it cannot be supposed to be 
in a better train in places less favourably circumstanced. | 
| We will not disclaim a disposition to-hail with alacrity any approach to- 
wards the termination or material diminution of the crimes and horrors con- 
nected with the Slave Trade upon any part of the coast of Africa, however 
limited ; but in proportion as we value that reformation, we would be un- 
willing to assume it to ourselves on insufficient grounds, and the prior caution 
which we would be induced to exercise in that respect, must necessarily be 
strengthened by the duty of carefully weighing what we communicate to your 
Lordshijp, as the result of our settled observations upon the matters of fact 
brought under our view in the discharge of our official duties ; and collected 
in the range of our immediate researches and enquiries. : 
: We have the honour to be &c. nan 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. 7 : 


7 | EDWAKD FITZGERALD: 
The — of Londonderry, K. G. | 
C. C. 


&e. 


No. 2. 


The Marquess of Londonderry to the British Commissioners at. Serra 
| Leone: (and those at Rio de Janeiro, the Havannah and Surinam.) 


GENTLEMEN, | | Foreign Office, May'17, 1822. 


I FURNISH you herewith, for your information, and that of the other 
gentlemen of the Commission of which you are members, with the copy of 
a letter, dated the 2d of April 1822, from the Secretary to the Admiralty, to 
one of the Under Secretaries for this department, by which you will perceive 
_that there will be in future only Zwo Signatures of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty to the Instructions issued in conformity to the Treaties 
for preventing the illegal Traffick in Slaves. 

. I am, &c. 


(Signed) LONDONDERRY. 


His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone, Rio de Janciro,. 
a Lhe Havannah, and Surinam: . 7 


Cen 
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No. 3. 
‘Mr. Secretary Canning to the British Commissioners at Sierra Leone. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, November 26, 1822. 


IN reference to your despatcn of the 7th of June 1821, stating the depar- 
ture of M. Le Fer trom Sierra Leone, whereby the Commission, of which 
vc are members, was left without a representative on the part of Spain,— 

have to send to you for your gvidance,—1. the copy of a despatch, addressed, 
on the 22d February 1822, by the King’s command, to Ehs Majesty’s Am- 
bassador at the Hague, Minister at Madrid, and Chareé d’ Affaires at Lisbon, 
proposing that the provisions of the Slave Trade Treaty, for the case of the 
death of one or more of the Commissioners, shall extend to the case of vacancies 
occnrring in the Commissions from illness, or absence on leave. 2dly, I 
send to you the copy of a despatch, dated the 17th of June 1822, from His 
Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, expressive of the willingness of that Court to 
adopt the proposed extension of the provisions of the Treaty. 3dly, the 
extract of a despatch, dated the 27th of June 1822, likewise from His Ma- 
jesty’s Minister at Madrid, stating, that the Spanish Minister had pomised 
that orders to the effect above mentioned should be sent out without delay 
to the Commissioncrs of [is Catholick Majesty. 4thly, the copy of a despatch, 
dated the 6th of April 1822, from His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon, 
togcther with its inclosure, signifying the readiness of the Portuguese Go- 
vernment to sign an Article to the effect suggested. 5thly, the copy of a 
despatch, datcd the loth of May 1822, from Tis Majestv’s Minister at the 
Hague, and of its inclosure, stating the acquiescence of the King of the Nether- 
lands in this proposition. And, 6thly, I furnish you with the copy of an 
Instruction which I addressed, on the 25th September 1822, by the King’s 
command, to IIis Majesty’s Envoy at Madrid, and Ministers at Lisbon and 
at the Hague, inclosing a project of an Additional Article for sanctioning, in 
a formal manner, the details of the arrangement in question. 

So soon as any more specifick arrangement is agreed upon between the Par- 
tics, I shall lose no time in taking His Majesty’s pleasure for forwarding the 
same to you for your guidance. 

In the mean time you will endeavour to come to an agreement with your 
fellow Commissioners, to act in the spirit of the intended arrangement. 

Iam, &c. | 


(Signed) | GEORGE CANNING. 


Flis Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone. 


No. 4. 


Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to the Marquess of Londonderry.— 
(Iteceived February 14, 1823.) 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, September 10, 1822. 


WE have had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch, dated the 
17th of May last, inclosing the copy of a letter addressed, under date of the - 
2d of April, by the Sccretary to the Admiralty to one of His Majesty’s 
Under Secretaries for the Forcicn Department, by which we perccive that 
there will be in future only two signatures of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to the Instructions to be issued in conformity to the Treaties for 
preventing the illegal Traffick in anne 
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We shall inform the Foreign Members of the Commissions of this change 
regarding the authentication of the Instructions to British cruizers under the 
Treaties. And we have the honour to be, &c. 


(Sigued) E. GREGORY. 
EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


Vhe Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 


yc. &e. &e. 
a eee aaa 
| No. 5. 


Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to the Marquess of Londonderry— 
(Lteceiwed February 14, 1823.) 


My Lorp, Serra Leone, September 20, 1822. 


IN obedience to the instructions conveyed in your Lordship’s letter, dated 
March the 10th, that we should continue to transmit to your Lordship, from 
time to time, Reports of the state of the Slave Trade, founded upon the most 
authentick intelligence that our situation enables us to collect; we have the 
honour to subimt the substance of the information obtained by us on that 
subject, subsequent to our despatch of the 30th of April. . 

Considering the coast in three divisions, as before, we have no information 
of any Slave ‘Trade in the division to the northward of this Colony, further 
than that we understand that Lieutenant Hagan, in a visit to Bissao and Ca- 
cheo about the middle of September, was informed that the Apollo, already 
noticed in our communications, and especially in our Report of the 30th of 
April, carried off a full cargo of Slaves as then mentioned; and that another 
vessel carried off a full cargo since that. 

From the Rio Pongos our information is positive and certain. No Slave 
ship has been in that river since the capture of the Rosalia, on the 1 1th of 
danuary last, by His Majesty’s brig Thistle, Lieutenant Hagan. Francisco 
Freire, the Pilot of that vessel, to whom the command of the vessel and the 
management of the trade devolved ou the death of the original Master, is 
still in the river, residing at the factory of John Ormond, of Bangaben, not 
having yet found an opportunity to depart. If the opportunity of a Slave- 
trading vessel should present itself, there cannot be a doubt that the Slaves 
retained of those collected for the Rosalia would be shipped off on board 0 
her, for only a certain number of these Slaves, (sixty,) and these of inferior 
class, were delivered up to Licutenant Hagan. There is as little doubt that 
Ormond would readily supply as many others as might be wanted to complete 
a cargo; for he avows his present abstinence from the trade to be the con- 
sequence merely of want of opportunity to dispose of Slaves. 

The other chief traders on the river, more particularly William Lawrence 
and Lightburn, are strong in professtons of having altogether abandoned the 
trade, with a determination not to return to it under any circumstances, but 
to pursue the fair course of legitimate industry and commerce as planters am 
general merchants. They declare further, that they find their profits in this 
course satisfactory and encouraging ; and they speak in high terms of the 
tranquillity that they enjoy in being released from apprehension of the cruizers, 
and in the consideration of being assured of the protection of the British arms. 

These converts from the Slave Trade are, however, but newly entered on 
this virtuous course, and no secure reliance can be placed on their professions 
unless they are guarded from relapse, and from the temptations of opportunity 
for Slave Trade, by frequent returns of British cruizers to the river. 

William Lawrence, who resides at Dominge, at the entrance of the nver, 
has been recently at Sierra Leone. 
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The objects of William Lawrence’s visit to Sierra Leone were to recommend 
himself to British protection, and to make arrangements for a regular com- 
mercial intercourse with the Colony. He succeeded in both objects, which 
necessarily implies a full assurance of his abandonment of the Slave Trade. 

William Lawrence left Sierra Leone to return to his residence at Dominge 
towards the end of August; he carried with him a large stock of coffee plants 


supplied from the Chiet Justice’s farm, near Free Town, at the request of Mr. 


Macaulay. These plants were intended not for the use of Lawrence alone, 
but also for distribution to Lightburn and others, among whom Irving and 
Sterne, of the Kissing branch of the river, were particularly named. 

We have been induced to be minute aud particular in our account of the 
circumstances connected with the trade of the Rio Pongos, because the vicinity 
of that river to the Colony of Sierra Leone, and the commercial intercourse 
already established, give fair hopes of the speedy and complete eradication of 
the Slave Trade from its banks. 

A commencement would thus be made in the abolition of the Slave Trade 
in the countries of the native Africans, which we regard as the only perfect 
abolition. : | 

We have been favoured with some notes concerning the Rio Pongos, by 
Sb Raate als , who being recently stationed on medical duty at the Isles de 
Los, availed himself of an opportunity to visit the river, and passed some 
days among the principal traders. These notes are worthy of attention as 
being collected from personal observation. | 

The Rio Pongos is in reality an cestuary from which many creeks branch 
out, some of them communicating with the sea, others uniting with other 
creeks, others penetrating further into the country, not, however, beyond. 
sixty miles, at the utmost, when they terminate, receiving small streams or 
rivers. Upon these creeks the ales have their factories; and as these 
traders are already numerous, and the places suitable for other trading esta- 
blishments almost innumerable, the opportunities for good and for evil com- 
merce cannot easily be equalled. 

In the country between Sierra Leone and the Rio Pongos, dissentions and 
disturbances have arisen from opposite pretensions to the succession to the 
late King Mungo Demba. ‘The Chief of Foricaria has extended the 
confusion by insisting, that all trade from the Foulah country shall pass 
through that place. The people of this Chief hold one of the principal 
towns on the path of Port Logo, by which a direct intercourse between 
the Foulah country and Sierra Leone was lately established. ‘T’hat path is 
now stopped. 

In the middle division of the coast, between Sierra Leone and Cape Coast 
Castle, much Slave Trade has been carried on. The principal resort of these 
traders is the Rio Gallinas. ‘The vessels employed in this trade have been 
chiefly French ; but some of all the countries concerned in the trade have 
been occasionally seen there. We have been informed that Krause, the 
Master and part owner of the schooner Joseph, lately condemued in the 
British and Spanish Court of Mixed Commission, has a factory at the Gal- 
linas, and has been for some years a constant Slave trader there. 

According to the information which we have reccived at various times from 
individuals who had opportunity of personal observation, or of communicating 
with those who had such opportunities, the station of the Gallinas has 
scarcely at any time becn free from Slave traders, and gencrally fram three 
to five vessels may be found there in search of Slaves. 

Inthe range of coast southward from Cape Cvast Castle to the Equator, 
which is the third division in the apportionment made in our former reports, 
a remarkable change has taken place by the transfer of the Portuguese Slave 
Trade from its recent favourite haunts in the Bight of Biafra to the Bight of 
Benin. | 
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After the capture of the French and Spanish Slave ships in the river 
Bonny, on the 7th of April, by the boats of His Majesty’s ships Iphigenia 
and Myrmidon, under the command of Lieutenant Mildmay, Captain Lecke 
proceeded in the Myrmidon to examine the Calabar. oe sh 

The Calabar was examined on the 27th and 28th of April by the boats. 
of the Myrmidon and Iphigenia, under the command of Lieutenant Exdliot.. 
The Portuguese schooner Defenssia da Patria, having one hundred ‘Staves 
on board, bound to Prince’s Is!and and Bala, was taken by Liecautenaat 
Elliot. The vessel being tonnd not seaworthy was destroved: the Staves 
were brought to Sierra Leone, and emancipated by the British and Por. 
tucuese Mixed Court. A French vessel calied La Tamise, of Marseilles, 
belonging to Rougemont and Co. was in the river at the time, and had ceme. 
for a cargo of four bundred Slaves. She was boarded by Lieutenant Iailiot, 
who ascertained these facts from her papers. 

No other Slave-ships had becu in the Calabar during the four months pre- 
ceding. This information Lieutenant Ehot received trom the Masters of the 
English vessels trading for paim oil. A tender belonging to one of those 
vessels arrived from the Cameroons a short tine before Licutcnant LEnihot 
visited the Catabar: the information derived froin the crew of the tender was 
that no Slave-trading vessel had been in the Caareroons during the las: .five.or 
six months. In consequence of this information, Licutcnant Jeljiot did 
not proceed to the Cameroons. That river was formerly a station of great 
resort for the Slave Trade. Hs 

Lieutenant Pavan visited the Calabar in the end of the month of June, 
and learned that no Slave Trade had taken place in the interval since the 
visit of the boats of the Iphigenia and Mvrmidon, with the exception of 
a shipment of thirty slaves on board of a very small vessel callea -the San 
José Xaloga. This vessel put to sea with a short supply of provisions and 
water, in the expectation of arriving speedily at Prince’s Island. The. mumber 
of Slaves was ithe same expectation greatly overproportioucd to her means of 
accommodation. Contrary winds drove ber unfortunately out of her course, 
and, after extreme suffering, she returned to -Duke Epbrain’s ‘Towns at 
Calabar. Ten of the negroes died of their sufferings, either on board or afier. 
the return to the Calabar. The others were delivered up to Lieutenant 
Hagan and brought to Sierra Leone, with the exception of three, whose 
exhausted state surpassed the humane efforts of Lieutenant Hagan for their. 
recoverv. For the further details of this shocking case, we refer to the paru- 
cular despatch respecting it + 


a 


In the river Bonny no Slave-trading vessel had arrived since the capture of. 
the Vecua and Icanam by the boats of the Iphigenia and Myrmidon. The | 
Captain. of the Vevua, and her crew, as well as the crews of. the Frenelr 
vessels taken at the same time, were sti}! at King Peppcl’s Town at Bonny, 
nog opportunity for their departure thence having occurred., © - . 0 
Lieutenant [fagan noticed as a happv result of the check given to the Slave 
Trade in the rivers Bonny, Calabar, and Cameroons, the improved state of the 
legitimate commerce. ‘The George Canning, a ship of seven hundred tons, from . 
Liverpool, come for palm oil, had completed her cargo in four months. | 
While the Slave Trade was in full vigour, this would have been a business ol 
nearly twelve months. # ) rr oe a 
In the Bight of Benin, Lieutenant Hagan took the Portuguese brig Estrella, 
havin: -op buard a cargo of Slaves. For the details of that case, we beg leave: 
to refcr to the particular statement respecting it. We have only to add here, 
that the letter of instructions from the owner indicates an intention of taking: 
a number of Siaves beyond the regular proportion to the tonnage of the vessely 
for each of which extraordinary slaves, an additional freight was to be charged: 
Licutenant Hagan could have taken another-vessel with a cargo of Slaves, '- 
the strength of bis crew had been sufficient to-allow him to man two prizes 
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with due regard to their security and that of the Thistle. He saw no less than 
nine vessels, under the Portuguese flag, all come for Slaves. He considered the 
Portuguese Slave-traders to have transferred themselves eutirely to the Bight 
of Benin from their former haunts in the Bight of Biafra. Lieutenant 
Hagan conceived that the motives of this change were, the depth of water 
along the shore in the Bight of Benin and the vicinity of the Slave-trading 
stations to the sea, by means of which the Slave-trading vessels are enabled to 
get away rapidly on the approach of a ship of war, and to attain a safe distance 
in a short time, after they have taken advantage of a favourable opportunity to 
embark their slaves. | 

In the rivers of the Bight of Biafra, they had hoped that they would be in- 
accessible to attack, or capable of resisting with success the attacks of boats. 
But events have proved that they are accessible, and that the attacks by boats 
are not to be successfully resisted by tliem, while they are disabled from escape 
by flight, being so completely land-locked. 


We have had occasion to notice, particularly in ourreports of many of the 


cases brought before the British and Portuguese Courts of Mixed Commission, 
the undue facilities given to the illegal trathck by those in authority at Prince’s 
Island, and the perversion of the liberty to call at that Island, and at Sains 
Thomas’s, in voyages from Brazil, to the purposes of ‘Slave Trade in the sta- 
tions North of the Line. In the cases of the Detensora da Patria, of the 
Nymfa del Mar, and some others, the collusion to this illegal purpose was 
most foul and glaring, as the particular reports of those cases, and the parts of 
the evidence especially noticed in those reports, will shew in a more decisive 
manner. | 

The papers of all vessels cleared out from the ports of Brazil for the coast of 
Africa are perfectly regular. If the destination be avowedly for the Coast, 
North of the Equator, the objects of the voyage are distinctly limited to legal 
commerce, with an’ express prohibition against meddling in any way with 
Slave ‘Trade. In the case of the Des de Fevreiro, these documents were 
coupled with private letters of the same tenor, so numerous, so uniform, and 


so strong, that nothing short of the positive proofs found, of her being actually 
engaged in obtaining a cargo of Slaves, could efface the impression of innocent | 


and laudable commerce, made by the contents of these papers. Subsequent 


cases of the same description, although without the same combination of 
private as well as public papers, have shewn that papers of that description are . 


used as common means of deception. 


The vessels that clear out avowedly for the Slave Trade have papers of : 
express destination to Molembo or Cabinda, South of the Line, sometimes ° 


with liberty adjoined to call at Prince’s Island, or at the Island of Saint 
Thomas, the uniform abuse of which permission, for the purpose of inlet to the 
Slave-trading stations North of the Line, has already been noticed. 

The general practice of keeping the slaves on shore until the whole cargo is 
collected in readiness for embarkation, causes many vessels so engaged to be 
left unmolested, and in the cases in which vessels found in such circumstances 


have been detained, on the ground of having had one slave, or more, actually | 


on board, for the purposes of the trathck, the proofs have been found in some 


instances deficient, as in the case of the Rosalia, Spanish schooner, taken in the - 


Rio Pongos, in January last, by His Majesty's brig Thistle ; in some imper- 
fect, as in the case of the Estrella, Spanish schooner, prize to His Maiesty’s 


ship Morgiana, Captain Knight, taken in the month of March off Trade. 
own; in others very difficult, as in the Joseph, Spanish schooner, prize 


to the detachment from the Iphigenia, placed under Lieutenant Clarkson, 


on.board of the American schooner Augusta; the Des de Fevreiro, Portuguese 


brig, prize to His Majesty's ship Iphigenia, Commodore Sir Robert Mends; ’ 


and the Nymfa del Mar also prize to the Iphigenia, — - | 
sume to recommend to Your Lordship the amendinent of any 


. . 


‘Ifwe may pre 


A 


ner of presenting to vour Lordship’s notice the circumstances that furn 3s Ih the 
suggestion, we would entreat that, if vessels having Slave-trading outfit C2=a zanot, 
—at Icast, this crying abuse of having cargoes of Slaves collected orm s& hor 
should, be made equivalent to having them on board, and that vessels.i a> such 
circumstances should be made liable to detention and condemnation. “3 
With respect to the state of foreign co-operation, since the date of mux x Jast 
report, we have to mention merely the appearance of the French corve € ©] La 
Diane off this harbour, on Sunday the 17th of May. = She cruized off arsacl on 
during the whole of the day, but did not come in, nor communicate wit ia any 
of the small vessels or boats in the offing; and when the harbour-m» aster 
approached her in his boat, for the purpose of offering his seryices to Dring 
her in, she made all sail from him. No account has been received of her y2ro- 
ceedings on the coast. _ | | 
No vessel of force belonging to the United States of America hag appeared 


on the coast. | 
2.4 We have the, hanour to be, &c. 


(Signed) E. GREGORY. ‘* 
: EDWARD FIFZGERALD.- 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K.Q. 


Sie. &c. &¢, 
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| Notes onthe, Rio Pongos.and its Slavertrading. Factories, 


IN compliance with your ee 1 commit, to paper the observations, that I had oppentamnity 
to make i my recent visit ta the Kio Pongos. Lhad, for some time, been desirous to see that piven: 
and’ tMe extraordinary persons that reside on its banks, On the 7th of May. accompanied - 


Mr. 


r -——, who was going to.the Factory of Mr. Lightburn, “one of the principal resident 

Merchants of that river, on g commercial expedition, “We sailed: from. Crawtord's, in the~ 
schooner belonging to Mr. , onthe 7th, but as there was tot any breeze, we made- o@:' 
lidtTe way, that it was noc until three P.M oof the 8th, that we arrived of the Bar of the Bre- 


Ponges Abort eight o'clock in the evening of that day, we came to an anchor, off a place | 
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particular deficiency in the existing Treatjes, otherwise than in-our ysym@ -waan- . 
called. Dominge, situated on the left, a short distance within the Bar, where we went on shore. . | 
Mr. William Laurence, the owner of this place, received, uy, very, kindly, and we bad soam® : 
interesting ‘conversation with him. - | + ve ee 
In the course of this conversation, Mr. Laureyce informed us that he bad finally relinquisbed 
the Slave Trade, as he had tora considerable time found it unprofitable and dangerous, and wats. 
subject to endless trouble, and vexation in copsrquence of Jit. The situation of Dowinge is higsk*s 
and apparently healthy. ‘There are not either hills or swamps in the immediste, neighbourhesad = 
Yet the inhabitants are sometimes subject to intermitrents. es 
Oa ‘the Yeh, ar 5° Av M. we proceeded up the river, passing by Devil's Island, where sa 23<* 
divided into two principal branches. That which we followed, lies to the left in passing upwards g 
its: position. is to the northward and eastward. This branch is larger than the other, at? 
possesses more advantages for commerce On our left, we saw the ruins of two or three deses tot 
factories, one of these had belonged to a gentleman of the medical profession (De. Botifeur,) w bets 
as we were informed, had nmdea-considerable fortune by the Slave Trade, and by his professio ssal . 
services to Slave Traders, - He is said 10 be now living in affluence, in one of the Foreign West. 
Jndia Islands. z 
One of the others had beenin the possesion of the Curtises who were obliged. to retire fromr @RasS = * 
part of the river by the other Chiefs, in consequence of the expedition from Sierra Leone, sene@.-&& - 
avenye the murder: of “Mr. Inman, Master's Mate of His Majesty's brig Thistle, and the sean ee® ~ 
of the boat’s crew who accompanied him. This expedition raised in the other Chiefs au appre. 
hension of being mace victims to the hostility excited by. that barbarous act of the. Curtises, xo © 
all the members of that family were compelled to, withdraw from the. main branch of the riwe%> t 
A. little beyond, on the same side, is the factory of a trader-uamed Puck; this also. appears to Ae * 
in a state of decay. — , , ws oo 
After. we had passed these factories, we. did not see any thing remarkable until we arrived 2 - 
front of Bangalan, the place of Ormond, of which I will speak mare particularly. hereafter, #9 ** 
we did not at this time stop there. so, 
Off Bangalan we left the schooner, which coyld not conveniently proceed high¢t.op,jn.canse- | 


? 
+ 
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quence of the small depth of water: we wént up the rethdinder of out way in # small boat. The 
Banks dn both sides are overgrown with mangrove swamps. ‘There dre maty créeks branching off 
im every direction. - , Pear 
About seven miles above Bangalan, we found the factory of Mr. Lightbarn. The position is to 
the right of Bangalan, as you go upwards; it is on the same side of the River, and passengers 
SOutetitnes go trom one place to the other on foot, in the dry season, when the small creeks may 
de passed. Lightburn’s factory stands on arising ground, at a little distance from the river, 
The liouse is enclosed in a large square, surrounded by a mud wall, with loop holes for musquetry. 
é were received in a very kind and hospitable manner by Mr. Lightburn, who invited us ta 
take up our quarters at his house during our stay in the river, He said to me ‘I think I have 
seen you before, Sir.” On being undeceived in this he said ‘“Well, Sir, I have to tell you that. 


oY 


you are now among Slave-traders, and now, Sir, as you know all about it, you may make your- | 


4* self easy.” Tthought this somewhat extraordinary ; but, as I was directed to do, I made my- 
self easy. | 


At «dinner the table was well supplied, but here. as at the other places that we visited in the | 


fiver, we saw no wine but what we brought with us. Kum and water is the substitute in the 
family use of these persons, unless when the Slave ships supply them with some extraordinary 
luxuries. We dined in a large apartment, between sixty and eighty feet in length, one extremity 


of which was appropriated for our chamber at night. ‘his great room was, as I conjecture, a 
enteral lodging place in the time of the Slave Trade. I had several conversations with Mr. 
Ziztitburn on the subject of the Slave Trade: he always declared himself determined never again, 


€6 engaye in that trade. He assured me that his trede in gold, ivory, black-cattle, and horses, bad 
increased very much, and he was confident of further increase, so as tully to make good any loss 
that he might have suffered by relinquishing the Slave Frade. He had, at this time, oné very fue, 
horse, which he valued at filty pounds, besides others of less value. These he intended for the Sierra 
Keone market, more particularly the one valued at’ filty pounds ;: bat he appeared rather to wish 


that sdnie person should come up to purchase him, and to take the charge of conveying him down — 
to Sierra Leone. Mr. Lightburn expressed a desire to become’ a planter, either in bis present. 


resitlence, or somewhere in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone. Coffee, I conceive, would be. 


thie best article for such a plantation. Cotton also would probably be productive, While I was 


at Mr. Lightburn’s, I understood that some Slaves had been brought to him for sale, but that h 
refused to purchase them. 

About two hundred yards above this place, the river terminates abruptly, receiving a ‘strmit 
atreanr of very fe’ Whiter, which runs on a chain of hills about four miles distant. The 
prospect from the top of these hills is very extensive. The Bar of the Rio Pongos, the Sangaree 
mountains and the Isles de Loss may be seen distinctly, as well as a long range of coast ou both 
aides of the river. 

The country in the neighbourhood of these hills presents large patches of sand, interspersed. 
with irregular rocks of sand stone, which, at a distance, resemble ruined buildings. Similar. 
appearances are found in various places on the banks of the river, 23, 1 0. ee 

The: abript terniination of thé rivei and the smaliness of the stream that falls into it, when 
compared with the extent into which’ it is’ spreai{ out farther down, and the number of creeke 
branching out from it, shew that in the larger part it is rather an arm of the sea than a river, 
The Mangrove, with which it is surrounded, is found only where there is a mixture of salt water 
with fresh water. On desténdingto Mr. Ofniond’s place, about seven miles lower down, the water 


o 
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is spread out into a very fine bason, but it is not deep. ‘The, anchorage even for-vessels ofra - 


snoderate size is distant from the shore, and at low water there is: a’great extent of nm updn the 
banks. Mr, Ormoni’s factory, called Bangalan, is very large: The situation is commanding; but, 


agit iv surrounded with mahgtove swamps, and mad banks, jt is extremely unbealthy; ‘The. factoty. 
istinelosed with a very:bigh wafl, built’ chieffy with mud. At regular intervals there aye, rogngé 


towers, two stories high, witlr two. brass’ puns in each. Thére’are thirty-three guns mounted ig 


the whole circuit of the walls. There isakind of: wharf, whichis also built‘prinerpaly ‘wieh mud, |” 


antr‘continued by mud-banks to some distance, I suppose that the walls and tawers were jntended 


ava defence against the country peoplé, and to suppress insurrections among the Slayes, wha are: « 
often very unruly wher shit up iin great numbers in the’ Slave-trading factories. . When the brats; ; 
of the Thistle lately visitetl the place forthe purpose/ot ‘getting ‘possession of the Slaves belonging 


to the Spanish schooner Rosalia, no thought of resisting the deinand occured to any body.’ , 
“Tie person to whom these Slaves belonged, named Francisco Freire, late Master: of the ‘Rosalia’: 
was still at Mr. Ormond's, at whose house we dined in company, with ‘him. He appeared to be 
in a feeble state of health, and conversed ‘litthe even with his Slave-trading friends ; probably be 
felt a little shyness in cohseqwehct of our presence. We were informed that he requires Ormond 
to replace the- Slaves given up to ‘Lieutenant Hagan. No opportunity bad offered for him to 


leave’ theRiver since ‘the’ capture of the Rosalia by Lieutenane Hagan. “Mr. Ormond told me - 


that he had recently refused to purchase Slaves brought to him for sale, and that he took only 
such as be bad previously paid for: that is, the Slaves that were due to him for goods given on 
credit to be paid for in Slaves, He, at the same time, avowed plainly bis intention to resume ther 
trade if favourable opportunities should offer. His reason for not purchasing Slaves at present, 
was, that heshould have the charge of maintaining them too long without a chance of getting rid 
of them, as the Merchants of the the Havannab would not venture to send their vessels into the 
River for some time, in consequence of the recent captures. He was also apprehensive of exciting 
unfavourable suspicions, and incurring unkind treatment from the cruizers if be should be 


in trade, and in other services ‘They are catled his people; and, according tothe customm «>£ the 
. eonntry, they are not to he sold: but as they may be seized in payment tor debts, and meaay be 
given in payment, in cases of particular argency, of which the master is himself the judzroe]es. they 
are never secure from sale when a number of Slaves is wanted, at a short notice, to ma kK ce upea 
cargo. I think the number of slaves belonging to Ormond must be overrated when thousand ss zaFre at 
all named; but they sav five or six thousand. He has certainly the most considerable m as ax2 ber. 
Lightburn, also, is said to have thousands. . roe 

From Ormond’s, we returned again to Lightburn’s, We came back to Ormond's on the =F <#tb; 
but nothing occurred worth mentioning. We sailed for Crawford's Usland on the 15th of Mays aud 
arrived on the 16th. 


We did not visit the branch of the river which we left on the right of Devil's Island as we 9 weeent 
up. It is less considerable than the other for facilities of trade and navigation, but I am imsc¥s ned 
to think, that the fresh water stream is more considerable, and that it extends farther into the 
country. The termination of the other branch is not sixty miles from the Bar. On this branch 


to the right of Devil's Island as we entered, the Church Missionary Society bad formerly an es t#— 
dlishment at a place called Bashia. The river is sometimes culled Bashia River. The princ#p 
resident at present is Paul Faber, an American. Lighthurn and Ormond have places of trade Of 
this branch also, which has communication with the other by some of those creeks and channels 
which are so frequent. 
The Curtises retain the settlement of their family cn this branch; but their principal possession 
are at a place called Kissing River, which has a separate opening to the sea to the northward oO 
the Rio Pongos Bar; it communicates with the main branch of the river between Dominge.s 
William Laurence's place, and Devil’s Ivland. Two traders, named Irving und Sterne, have tac- 
‘tories in the Kissing branch. ; 
The Slave-trading vessels generally came to anchor in the bason in front of Ormond’s factery 
at Bangalan. There they discharged their Cargoes, and took on board their Slaves, which were - 
generally broughe thither by the traders to be delivered to them. | 
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Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to Mr. Secretary Canning,—(Received 
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found collecting Slaves.in any considerable number. This man used no disguise in respec & to his 
attachment to the Slave Trade. Ne 
" It is said that Ormond has some thousands of attached Slaves, who are emploved incule  w zating, 
4 
May 16th, 1823.) 


King had been graciously pleased to appoint the Right Honourable George 
Canning to be His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs- — 
We had the honour to receive, by the same opportunity, your letter, com?— ‘ 
mnunicating the same appointment, with your desire that we should address. 
to you our despatches on public business, to which desire we shall have thre 
honour to conform. e aS 
: We have the honour to be, &c. ae 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. | a 
| EDWARD FITZGERALD. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, | 


&e. &e. &c. : 
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“Sir, Sierra Leone, December 7,1822.° °°... 
EARL BATHURSTs letter of the 14th of August 1822, conveying the - 
intelligence of the lamented death of the Marquess of Londonderry, cawe t€@ : 
our hands by the same conveyance by which we had the honour to recei ve ~ 
his Lordship’s second letter, dated the 16th of September, anncuncing, thatthe . 


° 
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_  Adessrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to Mr. Secretary. Canning.—( Received 


Moy l 6th.) 


’ 


SIR, ee Sierra Leone, January 1, 1823. 


IN obedience to the directions received by us under date of the 10th of 
March 1822, from the late Marquess of Londonderry, that we should 


transmit at the beginning of each year, for the purpose of more convenient 
. reference, a general abstract of our proceedings during the year just elapsed ; 


we have the honour to inclose herewith abstracts* .ot the proceedings of the 


“past year under the Mixed Commissions established in this Colony. 


_ The number of cases adjudicated under the British and Spanish Commis- 


sion in the ycar 1822 was six; they were all deemed to be cases of condem- 
‘nation, and the number of slaves emancipated was five hundred. 


The number of cases adjudicated under the British and Pertuguese Com- 


“mission was eleven; they were also deemed to be cases of condemnation, 
and the number of slaves emancipated was one thousand three hundred and 


‘fifty six. | 


‘There was only one case of adjudication and condemnation uader the Bri- 
tish and Netherlands Commission; one hundred and seventy-eight Slaves 
were emancipated under that adjudication. ; | 

We beg leave likewise to inclose, for your farther information, a general 
list of cascs adjudicated under the Mixed Commission to this date. You will 
perceive, Sir, that the number of cases adjudicated during the past year is 
eighteen; the number of slaves emancipated, two thousand and thirty-four : 
that the total number of cases adjudicated since the establishment of the 
Mixed Commissions is forty ; and that the.total number of Slaves emancipated 
is three thousand seven hundred and sixteen. _ _ 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) _ E. GREGORY. 7 
| os. 3 | EDWARD FITZGERALD. 

Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, _ os 

&e. or Se. 


- The proceedings, of which abstracts were sent in this Letter, relate to Che cases of the Spa- 
nish vessels—QRosalia, Dichosa-Estrella, Joseph, Vecua, Icanam, aud Josefa: —to the Postu- 
zuese vessels—Conde de Villa Flor, Des de Feureiro, Esperanca, Esperunca Feliz, Defensora da 
Patria, Estrella, San Jose Xalaga, Nymfa do Mar, Commerciante, San Antonio de Lisboa, and 
Juliana; and the Netherland vessel 4urora:—all of which will be found at length in other 


A :tters from the Commissioners, 
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Inclosure in No. 7. 


( Ganeral J 


List of Cases adjudged in the Courts of Mixed Commission at Sierra #_-eont, 
between the 1st of January 1822, and the 1st of January 1823. 
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No. 8. 


Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald; to the Marquess of Londonderry.— 
(feceived June 21st.) | 


My Lorp, | Sterra Leone, Mareh 15, 1822. 


IMMEDIATELY off the fetelpt’ 6F your Lordship’s despatchi of tHe 30th 
of October 1821, (received 29th of January 1822,) we pioneeds to the fulfil- 
mént of that part of your Lordship’s instructions intimating that the Mixed 
‘Courts should be considered as open to all persons, whilst the Commissioners 
should be engaged in the exercise of their judicjal functions, sss, 
"The abstiace of the'Commissioners o: His Catholick Majesty having left ug at 
liberty to act at once in the British and Spanish Mixed Court, a minute of 
court was expedited off'the 36th of January, so as to allow the opinions then 
dee for delivery, in the judgment of the case of the Rosalia, detained by 

is Majesty’s brig ‘Thistle, Licutenant Hagan, to be delivered in open court 
on the ensuing day ; and these opinions were read in judgment in open court 
accordingly on the 31st of January. | | 

A copy of the minute was affixed on one of the pillars in fromtef the Court 
House on the 30th of January. 

A-communication anpouncing’the fact of the opening, together with the ap- 

intments of certain officers, whose, attendance and services would he regnined 
to give effect to the’ measure, was subsequently made to.his Excellency :Go- 
vernor Sir Charles MacGarthy, in‘a lettet, a copy of which a¢compahies thiv, 
ss ated il eopy of his Bxcetlency’s answer, 

_An respect to the further part, of = Lofdship’s instiiction, founded npon 
the-dpinion of ‘His Majesty's law advisers, jt is our interition to act-in.¢onfor. 
mity with: the intimation therein conveyed, by abstainmg from personut arter- 
dance at the examinations of Wittégses: i | 

WE have’ the honour to be, Kew. nay: | 
(Signed) E..GREGORY... 


| a EDWARD FITZGERALD. 
The Marquess 3f-Londontierty; K. G. 
+b, &e." be. 


(First Inclosure cm No. 8.) 


- Spr, a : Sierra Leone, February 1, 1822. 


WE have the honour to inform your Excellency, that in pursuance of instructions received trom 
HB Mb jetty FQdVeviment? bavilize Foi ‘cheir object to cause the Courts of Mixed’ Conimission esta- 
blished in this Colony far the prevention of illegal Traffick in Slaves, to be open to all persons when 
the Goinhitseloters wre! Uhh dl Th 'chY exercise oP theft jiidicial'fanittions, the orler, of whith a copy 
is Meloser, swus pascearad the Bellisn unit Spanish Court, od Wednesday te 30th of January’ 1822. 

Some new arranzemen(s ‘and additional appointhents .of aficers being necessary to the transac 
tlorof the oe af the ‘Court :ip an open state, we brave the honour to communicate tg your 


Eathladsey, Wie folbititiiatontinations, and we beg leave to request that your Excellency will be 
paaunst ant etre nab aed faly da shecththry toe secite'té thie persiris nained, tlie general adsise- 
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ance of His Majesty’s subjects in the performance of the duties with which they shallbe z-@ spectively 
charged, in virtue of their several olfces, 
MR. CHARLES BONETT, Marshal. 
MR. RICHARD GROVE, Deputy-Marshal. 
WILLIAM FORBES, Tipstall. 
ABRAHAM HAZELY, Court-keeper. 
We have the honour to be, &e. 


Sir Charles MacCarthy, : . yoigned) EDWARD GREG CD tty. 
&e ee OK EDWARD FITZG E= Et ALD. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 8.) 


Order of the Court —Siterra Leone, January 30, 1822. 
| British and Spanish Court of Mixed Commission, Sierra Leane. 


Refore Edward Gregory, Esquire, His Britannick Majesty’s Commissary Judge, anc Ted ward 
Fitzgerald, Esquire, [is Britannick Majesty's Commissioner of Arbitration, actirgs 122 the 
absence of His Catholick Majesty’s Commissioners. . a 

Present Mr. F. Sawyer, clerk to the Mixed Commission, in the absence, through indispo- 
sition, of James Woods, Esquire, Acting Registrar. : 


Wednesday, January 30, 1322- : 


Orpergd.—That this Court shall henceforth be considered as open to all persons, whem the 
Conmissioners are engaged in the exercise of their judicial functions. 
By the Court, (Signed) F. SAWYER, 
in the absence of J. Woods, Acting Registrer- 


(Third Inclosurein No. 8.) ° — 
Governor MacCarthy, to the British Commissioners. 


“Sirs, Government House, Sierra Leone, February 3d, 1822. 


- 1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your lette: of the Ist instant, informing ™C 
_ that in pursuance of instructions received from His Majesty's Government, having for their object 6° 
“cause the Court of Mixed Commission, established in this Colony, to be open to all persasss when 
he Commissioners are engaged in the exercise of their judicial functions, you bad issued ar OF der 
to that effect, a copy of which was inclosed. . So cake ate 
I have also to acknowledge your communication relating to the additional appointments .oF ofiicerss 
_whom you deem necessary to the transaction of the business of the Court, aml requestin = of me 
: "to give such orders as might be necessary to secure to those persons the general assistance -of His 
= ae subjects, in the pertormance of the duties of their offices. 


. 


have the honour to state, iv answer tu the latter part of your communication, that Il hawe given 
the necessary directions to have the appointments of the several officers named in your letter: rPOTIDEd 
in the Gazette, and that I will issue any further directions which omy be required to secure 
those persons every assistance in the performance of their duties. 


I have the honour to be, &e, 
_ Edward Gregory, and Edward Fitzgerald, Esqrs, (Signed) C.MAC CARTE Y- 


No. 9. 


Messrs. Gregory and Fitagerald to the Marquess of Londonder-7/-— 
(Received June 21.) | 


My Lorp, | Sterra Leone, March 16, (14822. 


THE name of one Massa, stated to be an inhabitant of the Isles daLbosss * 
dependency of this Colony, having been disclosed to the British and Span! sh 
Mixed Court, as the purchaser and seller of one of the Slaves interrogated In 
the course of the examinations taken in the case of the Spanish schooner 
salia, seized in the Rio Pongos by His Majesty’s brig Thistle, Lieutenant 
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Hagan, commanding, we thought it our duty to communicate the fact so dis- 
closed to his Excellency Sir Charles Mac Carthy, in order that proper pro- 
ceedings may be taken to bring the said Massa to justice. 

We have the honour to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, copies of 
the correspondence which took place on this occasion. 

According to subsequent intelligence the person named Massa had some 
time before gone to reside on the continent of Africa, opposite to the Isles 
de Loss. ~ We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREGORY. 
oe oe . EDWARD FITZGERALD. 
The Marquess of Londondcrry, K. G. 
&c, &c. & Ce as og : 


(First Inclosure in No. 9.) 


The British Commissioners to Governor MacCarthy. 


Sr, Sierra Leone, January 25, 1822. 


+ HIS Majesty’s Commissioners under the Treaties for preventing illicit Traffick in Slaves, beg 


Jeave to call your Excellency’s attention to a disclosure made yesterday, in the course of the inves- 
tigation respecting the schooner Rosalia, detained and prosecuted by Lieutenant Hagan, for a 
breach of the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain, It appar by the deposition of a Negro 
named Tom, now on board the schooner, that a person named Massa, now and for several years 
resident at the Jsles de Loss, where he formerly acted as tradesman to the late Mr. Lee, purchased 
that Negro from a Slave trader, named George Anderson, resident at York Island, in the Sherbro’, 
and subsequently sold him to a Slave dealer in the Rio Pongos, named Paul Lefevre, who sold 


him to the Master of the Rosalia; both the last mentioned sales took place very recently, We — 


thave the honuur to inclose a copy of tbe deposition of the Negru, who has given this information, 
in order that your Excellency may direct that proper proceedings should be taken. 
We have the honour to be, &c., - 
Brigr, Genl. Sir Charles MacCarthy, (Signed) E. GREGORY. 
&e. &e. &e. EDWARD FITZGERALD: 


(Second Inclosure in No. 9.) 
Deposition of a Negro named Tom, of the Schooner Rosalia. 
British and Spanish Court of Mixed Commission, Sierra Leone. 


- Before E. Gregory, Esquire, His Britannick Majesty's Commissary Judge, and E. Fitz- 
gerald, Esquire, His Britannick Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration, His Catholick 
Majesty's Commissioners hcing absent from the Colony. | . 

Present Mr. F. Sawyer, Clerk to the Mixed Commission, (James Woods, Esquire, Acting 
Registrar, being prevented from attendiug through sickness.) . 


SCHOONER ROSALIA. 
Thursday, January 24, 1822. 


EXAMINATION of Tom, a native of the Foy Country, near Cape Mount, a Negro bélong- 
‘ing to the said schooner, through the interpretation of Philip Gordon, being duly sworn. 

Saith, that he is the son of a King, named King Willy, he was taken prisoner in war and was 
brought to York Island, and sold to George Anderson, who formerly belonged to Bance Island 
factory, Anderson afterwards sold him to Massa, who was formerly head trade man to Mr. Leigh, 
of the Isles de Loss. He said he lived with Anderson, from the rising of the Plantain until it was 
cut down, being about four months, and sbout eleven months with Massa at the Isles de Loss. 
He says that Massa took and sold him to Charley Puck, of the Rio Pongos, it is about three 
months since, says, that Puck sold him afterwards to the Captain of the schooner of which he came 
in here. Says, that the Master put him on board the schooner ; he was put on board in John 
‘Ormond’s canoe ; when he was going on board the irons belonging to the factory were taken off, 
aud on board he was tied with:a rope ; the canoe which took him on board was rowed by Ormond's 
Grumettas ; the Captain and Charley Puck were in the canoe at the same time. He does not 
‘Anow the Captain's name, but would know him personally, The Captain remained behind ip the 
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Rio Pongos. He, the witness, remained on board from that time, until the schooner was  Evecought 
down here. When the alarm was given of the man of war's appearance, two canoes wer-e= Ba urrtied 
off with Slaves and those on board now were left behind. Massa who sold the Deponers © smxesites 
now on the Isles de Loss with bis family. He does not know what Mr. Puck paid to BME aes sa for 
him, for immedi .tely after being sold he was put in irons and placed iv the factory. He «<Boes not 


know what the Master of the schooner paid for him in particular, but he saw Mr. Puck's cars a> come’ 


twice from the schooner with goods to pay for Slaves, the goods were rum, tobacco, clo@ Ea, pov. 
der, guns, and cutlasses. Says, the schooner was lying in the Rio Pongos, aboutamae anda 
half below Ormond’s place, at the time of capture. 


his dais 
(Signed) PHILIP GORDON x (Signed) TORE x 
: moaik mrak 
(Third Inclosure in No. 9.) 
Governor MacCarthy to the British Commissioners. 
Sirs, Government-House, Sierra Leone, January 1922. 


i HAD tbe honour of receiving your letter of yesterday's date, and its inclosure, and in retars— 
ing you my thanks for the information it conveys, I beg leave to inform you that I have thre 
day sent instructions to the Ofhcer commanding at the Isles de Loss, to secure the person of 
Massa, and to send -him down for his trial. I have further requested of him to ascertain, if pos- 
sible, the name of the persons who accompanied Massa to the Rio Pongos, at the time the trans~ 
actions alluded to took place, and to send them to Sierra Leone. ; 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


Edward Gregory and Edward Filzgerald, Esquires. (Signed) C. MAC CARTHY. 


No. 10. 


Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to the Marquess of Londunderry-— 
(Received June 21.) 


My Lorp, Sterra Leone, March 17, 18 22- 


THE Spanish schooner Rosalia, detained on the 11th January 1822, 18 
the Rio Pongos, by His Majesty’s brig Thistle. Lieutenant Hagan, com- 
manding, and brought to Sierra Leone for adjudication, was, on the 31st 
January, condemned under special judgment, by the British Commissioners, 
acting on behalf of the King of Spain, us well as on behalf of His Majesty - 

We have the honour to forward to your Lordship copies of the wrattco 
opinions delivered by us severally in open Court, in pronouncing judgment 
upon the case of the Rosalia. These copics comprehend all the materia 
facts and circumstances of the case. Although these opinions were by BO 
means designed to invite further scizures by similar means under the L1K€ 
circumstances, we have reason to think that a disposition of that kindl 1S 
likely to arise, or rather to be confirmed in consequence. 

The deficiencies found in the provisions of the ‘Treaties, as applicable, ew € 5* 
in, the present extended construction resulting from the case of the St. Sal- 
vador, only to cases of the ‘“ actual embarkation of a Slave or Slaves for pur 
“‘ poses of the traffic during the current voyage,” excite inclinations to ame 
those deficiencies by means of experimental seizures. The vessels so sea Z2©€ 
may, it is supposed, be sent to take their chance of condemnation in the 
Mixed Courts, with a full confidence that whatever may be the decision the r€s 
the feelings of the British nation will be in favour of the captors, and host ile 
to the traders in Slaves. 

These experimental seizures can rarely be attended with satisfackory 
decisions. . | 

The British Commissioners are not to be supposed to be animated by any 
other feelings, in this respect, than those of the British nation; but they are 
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nd by the Treaties, under the obligation of a special oath, to ‘ judge 
*¢ faithfully, impartially, fairly, and without preference or favour, either tor 
¢ claimants or captors, or any other persons,” and your Lordship’s instruc- 
tions, ‘ to be careful not to lose sight of our judicial character, but uniformly 
“ to endeavour to combine a fair and conscientious zeal for the prevention of 
“ the illegal Traffick in Slaves, with the maintenance of the strictest justice 
“ towards the parties concerned, and with the promotion of a spirit of con- 
‘ giliation and harmony between His Majesty’s subjects and those of His 
© Most Faithful Majesty.” 7 

By the departure of both the Commissioners of His Catholick Majesty, the 
British Commissioners are charged with the sole jurisdiction in the British 
and Spanish Courts, and in ek of the other two Mixed Courts they have 
a majority of two voices to one. 

With whatever natural participation of British views, the British Com- 
missioners cannot, in a fair sense of their duty, leave out of view the forcign 
tights with which they are equally charged. 

The distinction, in the general sense of their duty under the Treaties, be- 
tween the Foreign and the British Commissioners was this:—The British 
‘Commissioners, according to the established principles of their country, 
vezarding the Slave Trade as contrary to justice and humanity, were desirous 
to emancipate slaves and to condemn the property of Slave dealers wherever | 
the Treaties could be properly construed to enjoin or to permit them to do 
‘so; on the other hae the foreign Commissioners having been accustomed 3 
to regard the Slave Trade as a legitimate branch of commerce, highly bene- | 
ficial to the colonies of their respective countries, while they were prepared 
to fulfil the obligations of the Treaties in all cases clearly brought under the 
provisions by which condemnation is enjoined, considered the respective 
Articles, in all other cases, as so many securities for the protection of the 
property of their countrymen concerned. They were consequently, with 
certain distinctions and degrees as to persons and cases, extremely averse from 
admitting forfeiture to be incurred under circumstances in which any of these | 
restrictions appeared to afford a security against it. | 
_ The introduction of a practice of making experimental captures will neces- a 
sarily involve the Mixed Courts im the inconvenience of pressing instances 
for condemnation in disregard of the restrictions, which condemnation the 
foreign powers would conceive to be dictated by a partial consideration of the | 4 
English objects of the Treaties alone. 

We intreat your Lordship’s attention to these observations, in the hope a 
that a concurrent understanding and practice may be maintained by the 
Commanders of His Majesty’s cruizers, and the Judges of the Courts of 
Mixed Commissions, either by obtaining for those courts a correspondin a 
extension of powers, or by ‘holding the Commanders to the limitations i 
restrictions of the Treaties as they now stand. | 

We have the honour to be, &c. = 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. | ae 
EDWARD FITZGERALD. 4 


Lhe Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. : ee 
bc. Se. Oe: _ . 
; _— 
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(First Inclosure in No. 10.) 


Mr. Gregory's Opinion pronounced in Judgment, on ot theS2Ust of 


January 1822, on the Case of the yap Schooner Rosalia, dew ez2 zed 
by Lieutenant Hagan, commanding His Majesty's Brig Thistle, ave the 
11th of January 1822, on a charge of Slave Trading in the tie 


Pongos. 


THIS case presents two points for the consideration of the Commissioners. 
The first is respecting the nationality of the vessel. 


The second point is in regard to the Negroes stated to have been purchased for the Rosalia, 


and as to whether the circumstances under which the Rosalia was seized by Lieutenant Magan, 
are within the meaning of the ‘Treaty between Great Britain and Spain, for the suppression Of the 
Slave Trade. 

On the first point, the witnesses Robert Days, Juan Lopez, and Joaquim Jozé, part of the 
schooner's original crew, depose that the Rosalia was owned by Don Jozé Soler, a resident of tbe 
Havannah, and a Spanish subject ; that he was the person who hired them, with the other people 
belonging to the schooner. ‘They say, that the vessel sailed from the Havannah under Portugues] 
colours; and, they believe, with Portuguese papers, Three Portuguese flags and a Spanish 
Ensign were on board. To the 12th interrogatory, Days states, that be does not know whether 
any bill of sale was made to the owner, but that Don Jozé Soler gave two thousand dollars for 
the schooner, which was sold at publick auction, and that the two thousand dollars were paid. 

No papers were found on board of the schooner by the Captor, nor was any document delivered 
np to him by the Master of her, when required by Lieutenant Hagan. The Court, then, must 
decide on the nationality of the Rosalia, by a presumption of what her character was when she 
left the Havannal. 

There are, I think, sufficient grounds to presume that her character was Spanish. A sale by 
aa auction at the Havannah ; a purchase by a Spanish subject, must have effaced her previous 

ortuguese character; her condition being changed, she could not have legally sailed with her 
former Portuguese papers, and new ones she could not acquire at the Havannah, 

Besides the owner of the schooner, her Master, and first and second mates were Spaniards 5 
they are stated to have been hired by Soler subsequently to his purchase of the schooner, there- 
fore they must have embarked under the sole sanction of the Spanish Authorities. 

Under these circumstances, 1 presume that the character of the Rosalia is Spanish, and J, aco 
cordingly, consider her as such. 

On the second point, I am of opinion that the Negroes now on board should be considered a3 
having been purchased by Francisco Frere, who, after the death of the original Master, assumed 
the command of the Rosalia, and took upon biwself the direction of her concerns. 

Ic does not appear that the Negroes were actually delivered into Frere's hands, but it is beyond 
doubt- that they. were considered by the Slave traders as purchased by Frere, who, for objects of 
convenience and of safety, chose that the Negroes should remain in the custody of their former 
Masters until such time as they could be sately embarked on board his vessel. All the Negroes 
who have been particularly examined, though they belonged to ditlerent Slave dealers, depose that 
they were sold to the Captain, or white man of the schooner; they all state that in exchange for 
__ themselves, their several Masters received yoods from John Ormond; that their goods came frou2 
the schooner. 

_ Fhe statements of these Negroes are supported by the depositions of Mahommadoo, the ineexr= 
preter, who explains that it is usual for vessels coming to the Rio Pongos, to deliver the whole @ 
their cargoes to Ormond, the principal headman of thut river, who shares it among the min OF 
- chiefs, according to the proportions in which they can supply Slaves. Ormond guarantces « BE 
payment of the Slaves. The Slaves now on board of the Rosalia were delivered over to Jod253 
Ormond, when about to be embarked. - 
-- The purchase of the Slaves by Frere being proved, it remains to be ascertained, first, whet hn EF 

they were ever put on board of the Rosalia by the purchaser previous to the general embarkat #<> 53 

of the Negroes that took place on the J1th of January; and, secondly, whether the embarkat 2<>¥? 

that took place on that day is to be considered as being within the meaning of the ‘Treaty. 

Five Negroes, of seven who have been examined, clearly and positively state that they woe r= 
never on board of the schooner before they were placed in her by the captor. Two Negroes, To x3 
and Quana, on their first examination, deposed as if they had been put on board previously to e DE 
general embarkation on the 11th of January, but their deposition is opposed to the fact declare & 
by the Captor, that he did not find any Negro in the vessel when he first boarded her, and is #53— 
consistent with their subsequent «leposition, | 

‘Quama, on his re-exumination, states that he never was on board of the schooner before he waS 
sent with the other Neyroes ut the time that the brig of war came into the river; he says that 232 
white map was with him in the canoe when he was conveyed on board ; that Paul Lefevre, wha oO 
sold him, wus at his town, whereas, he before stated that Paul Lefevre and some whitemen 
‘belonging to the schooner were with him when he was taken on hoard. 

The inconsistencies ot Tom, the other Negro, are still greater; on bis re-examination he say S» 
that he was put on board of the schcouer with many others; that the schooner weat towards the 
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‘bar of the river; the alarm being given of the approach of the brig of war, part of the women 
and the children were put into a canoe towards the evening, and were sent on shore; that those 
Negroes who remained on board were to have been conveyed out of the vessel the next morning, 
‘but that, in the mean time, the man of war came and seized the vessel and the Negroes whe are 
now on board. ‘Lhis is not the fact as stated by the Captor. 

On being further examined, ‘Tom says, that te was put into a canoe, with others, to be carried 
on board the schooner; that when they came alongside of the vessel, and on the approach of 
the man of war, the canoe was rowed to the shore; he was landed with the others and was con- 
cealed ; he says that he was afterwards put into Johi Ormond’s canoe, with the other black men, 
and sent on board of the schooner; that Charley Puck, who soid him, was at bis town, and the 
Captain of the schooner at Ormond’s town; that no white man was with him in the cenoe, when 
‘he was sent on board, when he, on his former examination, stated that both Puck and the Captain 
were with him, and that be remained on board from that time to the present. The desire of 
liberty, which is implanted in every human breast, imay have yiven rise to tales which promised 
freedom to their fabricators. 

It not being proved that any Slaves were shipped on board of the Rosalia, previously to the 11th 
of January, we come vow to inquire whether the embarkation of the Negroes that took place at 
that time is within the meaning of the Treaty; whether it forms a sufficient yround for the cuoi- 
alemnation of the vessel. . 

According to the tenth article of the Treaty, “no British or Spanish cruizer shall detain any 
** Stave ship not having Slaves actually on board; and in order to render lawful the detention of 
“any ship, whether British or Spanish, the Slaves found ou board such vessel suust have beea 
** Drought there for the express purpose of the traffic.” 

Lieutenant Hagan, 1n his first declaration, dated the 17th of January, states, that he seized the 
schooner on the 11th of January, and thut at the period of the seizure there were on board 
sizty Slaves. 

In a subsequent declaration of the 24th January, Lieutenant Hagan states, that he first boarded 
the schooner on the 7th of January, but quitted her on the same day, and proceeded up the river ; 
that on the 9th of January he placed part of his boat’s crew on board of the schooner, to avuid 
expusure to the niht air; that frem the 9th tothe ] 1th he was engaged in arranging palaveis 
with the Native Chiefs; that he made an application through the Native Chiefs to the Master of 
the Rosalia, requiring him to deliver up and send on board of the schooner, the Slaves purchased 
by him for her; that the Master did send on board sixty Slaves, who were all embarked in the 
schooner previously to bis (Lieutenant Hagan's), going on board and seizing her. 

It is said that no seizure was made of the schooner until the 1th; there existed no ground for 
detention prior to that time, although it was notorious that Chose who were concerned in the 
schooner were engayed in the Slave Trade, Betwixt the 9th and the Iith, when some of the 
“Shistle’s men were on board, no seizure was avowed. The vessel remained protected by the 
terms of the Treaty. 

But if no seizure was avowed betwixt the 9th and the 11th, is it to be inferred that the schooner 
was absolutely in the posséssion of the original crew? J] think not; but that she was, in some 
degree, under the controul of Lieutenant Hagan. Juan Lopez, in answer to the fifth interroga- 
tury, says, ‘‘ the Captain of the brig caused the schooner to be got ready for sea; when the 
** schooner was ready, the Captain brought the Negroes on board.” - 

This statement, which has not been directly contradicted, establishes the idea that the vessel was 
not iu the-entire possession of the original crew ; it certainly leads to the inference that a superior 
power than fley, controlled the management of the schooner.—Uuder these circumstances the 
crew could not be answereble for facts dune by a power foreign to the vessel ; less could the vessel 
suffer for the acts of such a power. 

In this state, whilst « part of the crew of the captaring ship was on board of the Rosalia, and 
whilst ber own crew were not-eutirely at liberty, anumber of Negroes were sent to the schooner 
and were received on board of her. 

Lhe declaration already mentioned of Lieutenant Hagan, of the 24th of January, shews how 
these Negroes came on board ; it shews that they were sent to the schooner by her Master on an 
application made to him through the Native Chiets by Lieutenant Hayan. 

Does the embarkation of these Negroes come within the meaning of the tenth Article of the 
Treaty ? The abject for which they were embarked will best resolve the question. 

It is -evident that the object of the embarkation of the Negroes was, not that of disposing ot 
them by traffick, but, that of liberating them trom their chains. Humanity may rejoice when it 
contemplates the restoration of these Africans to their homes, but justice must require that the 
dntention of the Treaty should be complied with by all who act under its authority, 

‘These Negroes were embarked ‘* in pusuance of a demand or requisition conveyed to the Master’! 
from the captor. 

Lieutenant Hagan stood in the situation of a guardian-of the Treaty, the Master in that of one 
about to-violate its enactments. Compliance-on the part of the Master to deliver up the Negrees- 
to him, who was appointed to check his netarious trade, does not warrant the conclusion, that 
those unfortunate beings were placed in the power of the seizor for the purpose of traflick ; og the 
contrary, such conpliance authorises the conclusion, that the Master was compelled to deliver 
them out of his possession in order to their being placed ina state of freedom. 

Lieutenant Hagan says, that he did not assist personally in the embarkation of the Slaves, but 
he was present at John Ormond's Town when the Slaves were cusburked ;—he further says, that 
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they.were all about to be embarked in a cange given for that purpose by Ormond; it we-zas men 
tioved.to him that they could not all be conveyed in the canoe on hoard of the schooner -werithuut 
considerable risk, and he offered cae of the Thirtle’s bouts, in which some of the Negroes war Ere sent 
ou board of the schooner, They were embarked in the boat belonging to the Thistle sad cer the 
canoe was already sufficiently londed. This evidence I consider decisive.to authorize maze KO sy 
thatthe Negroes were not brought on board for the express purpose of the traffick. 

The Thistle's. boat under the eye of the commander of the ‘Thisle, could uever he exams go 3 o¥ed, 
as it was pot employed in fect, in the errand that is within (be meaning of the Treaty. ‘ 

The fact of Slave-ceuling. being pursucd on shore, does not by the ‘Treaty implicate a wo eee sel in 
the guilt of-her crew. It is required in order to ber implication, that she should have s e2acet ved 
on board, for the. purposes of tratiick, those who are the victims of injustice and of avartacer 5 ibis 
necessary that the Slaves pureliased to be shipped in the vessel should have been placed qaa Lroard 
ot her; condemnation follows such un act when detected, but it does not take place witkhagmeasl the 
act. bas been.committed. | 7 

The csse of the Portuguese schooner, San Salvador, gave rise to the construction whaie>Ea the 
British Government put upon the tenth Article of the Ticaty between Great Britain and Spain. 
The construction was that ‘ if there should be clear and undeniable proof that.a Siave or Slaves 
** had been, for the purpose of illegal traffick, put on board a vessel in the particular voyagse OM 
‘¢ which the vessel should be captured, then dnd on that account, according to the true inten c and 
‘* meaning of the stipulations of the Treaty, sach vessel shoald be detained by the cruizers a7} d 
** finally condemned by the Coimniissioners. | — = 
_ The cases of ‘* La Caridad,’ and ‘* La Neuva Virgen’’ came, and were condemned, uncer this 
construction of the tenth Article of the Treaty In those cases, Slaves had been placed on bow red 
of the vessels by their crews, but Lad been removed by the crews from the vessels to the shore. O78 
the approach of the capturing ship, whuse commasider subsequently succeeded in rescuing &he 
Negroes from the clutches of the Slave traders. He 

Lthink that the situation of the Rosalia is the same as that in which she was first found by 
Lieutenaut Hagan, where the Slave trading pursuits of the Master on shore were known, yet the 
vessel, by the tenor of the Treaty, could vot be detained, I do not think that the case of the Rasa—- 
lia comes within the meaning of the ‘Treaty, aud were there bere present a representative: of the 
vessel to claim her, though it would be paintul that she should return tuta the possessian of her 
Master, I should deem it my duty. to order her restitution. As, however, there is no-one here €O , 
claim her nor to take charge of her; as she would perish through abandonment and be lost to all 
parties, I think i¢ right, with:the view that the property in the vessel should be realized, to deliver 
my opinion that she, the Rosalia, be condemned as prize to the Croway of Great Britain ad 
Spain. The emancipation of the Shaves fellows the coudespation of the vessel, - , 
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Onion of Mr. Fitzgerald, His Britannick Majesty’ Commissioner of fr Bi- 
tration, delivered in the British and Spanish Court v4 Mized Commisszo? » 
on Thursday, Janwary 31, 1822, in pronouncing Judyment on the Cas€ 
af the Spanish Schooner Rosalia, taken by His Britannick Majesty's F3r2E 
Thistle, Lieutenant Hagan, Commander, in the Rio Pongas, on the Vit# 
January 1822, and brought to Sierra Leone for Adjudication by £Re 
Spanish Court of Mixed Commission, on a charge of being enzaged i3 ERE 
illegal Trafiick af Slaves. } Pe ee ee 


THIS vessel is acknowledged and proved by the seamen of her crew, examined on the stam «3 £5355 
‘iMterrogatories, to-be. the property of Don José Soler, a subject of the King of Spain, residesae #* 
the Havannah, she is, therefore, properly brought under the jurisdiction of the British 2™ 
Spanish Mixed Court, notwithstanding that it is asserted by the same seamen, that she was 328 V3— 
gted under the Portuguese flag, manned principally with Portuguese seamen, and furnished aw itts 
Mortuguese papers, Hf these assertions were true, which is very doubtful, this would only go ©@ 
establisis a mixtureof national characteristicks contrived to defraud the Treaties, but furnis sO 
the means of defeating itself, by rendering the case cognizable under the ‘Treaties with Portus go @4s 
as well as under the Treaty with Spain. sal toa! oe 

Those seamen deny that any intention of trading for Slaves was contemplated in their engagee— 
ments with the Owner of the vessel, The declared purpose of the voyage was to purchase gee 
and ixory at Bissunz the entry into. the Rio Pongas is alleged to have been incidental to the EOP 7 
weyance ot u family of berated Negroes from the Havannab to that river, of the banks of which 
they-were natives.” The object of the landing of the cargo, and the traffick carsied on by tb€ 
male, now Hcliny as’ Mastcr, are said to be wholly without the knowledge of these seamen. LEY 
profess themselves to i.e utterly ignorant of the nature of that traffick. ; on cd har E 

It.is barely possible thut these allegations should be true; and if true, they may avail to APE 
personal immunity of the seamen, but, with reference to the ship, the acts of the Master, as eb€ 
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tof the Owner, must be biading,.and the ship must abide the consequences of those acts as 
far as. they extend. 

Ia considering the question, whether this schooner be liable to condemnation under the Treaty 
between Great Britain aud Spain, much difficulty arises from the peculiar circumstances of the 
case. It is sufficiently proved, by the situation in which the vessel was found near the Slave fac- 
tories in the Rio Pongas, by the landing of the outward cargo, and Ly the actual purchase of a 
gumber of Slaves under the direction of the Mate, who assumed the command on the death of the 
Master, that the object of the homeward voyave at least was to take away a cargo of Slaves. 
But no Slave appears to have been put on board by the Master, nor by the Mate, now acting as 
Master, nor by any person acting on his behalf, nor on behalf of the ship, so as to constitute an 
embarkation for the purposes of the traflick, as required by the Treaty, to warrant seizure and de- 
tention: not one Slave was put on board until a general embarkation of the whole of the 
Negroes recently on board was maile at once, in cousequence of a demand, or requisition, from 
the Commander of the capturing vessel. ‘This is the concurring elitect of the testimony of tke 
Captor and _ of the seamen of the schooner, and of that of the Negroes brought forward ia the 
first instance, as well as of those introduced by the Captor, in consequence of the order of Court 
requiring further proof, first of an embarkation for the traffick, and next of an actual purchase 
and possession by the Master, or by the Mate, or by any person acting on bebalf of the ship. 
Proof of the embarkation for the traffick would, of course, have precluded the necessity of proof 
of the purchase, which was required merely for the purpose of ascertaining how far.tbe actual 
evidence would go, if it could not be carried to the very points specified in the Treaty. ak te 

It appears further, that, on the part of the Captor, the embarkation in the manner in which it 
was carried into effect was purposely contrived and managed, iu order to establish ground for e 
seizure. This seizure was not actually, or at least not avowedly, made until after the embarka- 
tion, although the schooner was effectively in the powcr of the Captor for two days betore. He 
visited her on the-7th of January, but lett her immediately again ; but, on the 9th, be returned 
and placed some of his people on board for the convenicuce of cooking and for preservation of 
their health, by relieving them from a part of the exposure which they must otherwise have te 
undergo. These are probably, with perfect correctness, given us the causes and motives of plue- 
ing some of the capturing seamen on hoard of the Rosalia on the 9th of January. But what was 
the effect, —the remainder of the boat's crew were at hand, the schooner could uot possibly have 
escaped, and the Captor might have taken her at any moment he thought proper to declare ber 
seized. She was in fact already seized in every respect but in name. The Thistle’s Quarter 
Master, Jeremiah Cox, brought forward in further proof, says, ‘‘ the party might have seized her, 
“* but Lientenant Hagan told us not to touch a rope yarn belonging to her,"—and afterwaeda he 
says, ‘I had strict orders from Lieutenant Hagan to confine myself to my own duty yatil he 
¢ should return ; when Lieutenant Hagan came on board the schooner he. gave me orders to:ge 
** forward and to take care that not any of the crew or Slaves left the vessel, for he had then 
“‘ taken possession of lier as a prize.” _ 

wo of the Negroes brought forward in further proof, named Tom and Quana, gave reasen- if 
their first examinations to believe that they had been put on board the schooner, before-the genera! 
embarkation on the Lith January, by the Master of that vessel, or bis agents and the Slaveedesless 
ef the river, but upon more particular investigation, by means of further interrogutories, it was 
‘found that Quana.ad not been on board the schooner before the general embarkation onthe. J:! ey, 
and Tom, who was proved to have been embarked at the came time with Quana, gave such various 
aad inconsistent accounts as to raise strong doubte of his veracity es well as of the accantcy of 
the interpreter in his first examination. oA ap Cin 

The Captor himself in his supplementary evidence says, that the general embarkation, immedi- 
ately previous to the seizure, was the only one of which he was aware. — . a 

The facts and circumstances actually proved as here enumerated, present a case altogether .tis- 
tinct from any before adjudged by the Courts of Mixed Commission. . ae 

In the case of the Portuguese schooner San Salvador, one Slave was proved to have heen actv- 
ally on board for the purposes of the traffick, and to have been out of the captured vessel jnto 
a boat on the approach of the Captors. The sufficiency of this proof to constitute a breach of 
the Treaties with Portugal, liable to condemnation, as declared by Elis Majesty's Commissioners.in 
their official report of that case to His Majesty's Government, has since received the sanction. of 
the other Governments concerned in the Treaties. : | 

That approved construction is thus declared in the circular addressed to the foreign Courts, 
“¢ that.if there shall be clear and undeniable proof that if a Slave or Slaves have been-tor ithe 
“* purpose of illegal traffick put on board the vessel in the particular voyage on which the vessel 
“¢ shall be captured, then, and on that account, agcording to the true intent and meaning..of tie 
‘* stipulations of the ‘I'reaty, such-vessel is to be detained by the cruizers, and condemned by 
“¢ the Commissioners.” oF 

But in the present case there is not any sufficient proof that any one Slave has been on board 
for the purposes of the traffick, until the general embarkation.of the whole at the instance of the 
faptor, who in the manner explained by himself, caused some of the Slaves to be conveyed on 


board in his own boat, the canoe which was provided for the conveyance of them, by the Slave: 
_  ? 


dealer Ormond, being already overloaded. 


The condemnation of the Spanish schooner Caridad and Nueva Virgen. jvas decreed. by-the 7 


British and Spanish Mixed Court in a great degree, if not altogether, in contormity with tbe aq. 
@toved construction in the case of the San Salvador; The Slaves taken on board these vessels, 
although embarked in consequence of a requisition of the captor, bad been all previously on board, 
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and had been re-landed, and the captor had not taken possession in any way, nor had he = Peart any 
men on board of the schooner until the Siaves were actually re-embarked in conseguen <e@ Of the 
requisition. In that case, if the vessels had been brought away without the Slaves, th «237 Would 
have been equally linble to condemnation on proof of the previous embarkation and landie zs s¢ Of the 
Slaves. The re-embarkation of the Slaves was distinct from any act of prior occupath ce» aa. ann, 
although made in pursuance of a requisition from the captor, it was in couscquence of the p> rev tons 
embarkation. Thas the actual seizure had the foundation of the prior embarkation, as ver ee dl as of 
the actual presence of the Negrocs on board, before any entry was made. ‘Ihe captors  Bxzed_ not 
tuken any part in the shipment of Vhe Negroes; they had not meddled either with them = «> 2z- with 
the vessels until they actually seized. 
In the present case, there is sufficient proof of an intention to carry of Slaves, anc ko © £ tle 
 gatetins of the Slaves now on board, for the purpose of embarking them and carrying thae@ sna OF, 
ut there is not any proof of the embarkation ot any one Slave, otherwise than in the 4 <neral 


embarkation at tbe instance of the captor. On the contrary, the supposition of any saciez prior 

embarkation may be considered as distinctly disproved. ‘Ihe embarkation made at the insta r2ce Of 

the captor, and with the assistance and participation of his boat, cannot be considered as thre act 

of the Master, who cannot be regarded as a free and voluntary agent in it; it must racloer be 

holden to be the act of the captor who issued his requisition, and personally took care tosee 1& Car~ 

ricd into execution. 

How then does the case stand with respect to the vessel now under adjudication? The illegal | 
proceeding upon which the ship should be forfeited if it had been committed by the Master is only | 
commenced and pursued to a certain stage by him; at that stave the captor interferes to procure , 
the cumpletion ; and it is consummated in the actual embarkation made at the instance of 
the captor. 

A gross abuse has been committed by the Master of the detained vessel; a gross frand agaisms€ 
the Treaty was contemplated, and nearly brought to maturity. But can that abuse be punished by 
the condemnation of the ship, if it has not been fully matured by the voluntary agency of those - 
concerned with the ship, to the state at which the condemnation is directed by the ‘kreaty ? Can 
the captor take the charge of the remaining part of the iilegal work upon himself to finisb it, OF 
to exact the finishing from those before concerned, givirg bis own assistance so far as that aS- 
ristance was necessary? The circumstance of the assistance of the boat may seem casual aud’ 
unimportant, but ic is material in this view, thatit certainly would uot have been given in aid of 
an embarkation really designed for the traffick, or ‘for the purposes of the Master as connected 
with the traffick. 

But can the captor be allowed, as a public prosecutor, to complete the offence in orderto lay 

‘ground for the exaction and infliction of the penalty? Ido not think that the captor can be 
sanctioned in taking advantage of a wrong doing, which is in fact his own; or that the Master OF 
the schooner or his owners can be punished under the Treaty for a wrong doing which is not hiss : 
“nor theirs, in the full extent reqnited by the Treaty to incur condemnation. Could this vessel | 
have been condemned if these Negroes had not been put on board, as the Caridad and the Neeuvet 
Virgen might have been, on proof of the prior embarkation and re-landing ?) The idea of such @ 
condemnation could not for a moment be entertained. —Can a decree of condemnation pass upen 
this embarkation made at the instance of the captor, so as to make him profit by the wrong which 
he must himself be holden to bave done }—for what a man does by others must be understood to 
be done by himself. J do not think that such a course is warranted by the Treaty, or by any case 
‘decided in conformity with ‘the approved construction adopted uponthe report ot the case of the 
San Salvador, nor by the instructions given by His Majesty’s Government to the British Ccom-— 
missioners in consequence, which instructions have since been sanctioned by the acquiescence 2 
the other Powers engazed in the Treaties. . | 

The absence of the Master, the concealment of the papers, or any other default of such nat ares 

‘cannot warrant condemnation when the exatwwinations enjoined by the Treaty furnish evidence &? 
strong against thé right to condemn. 

In the course of these considerations I have thought it right to rely principally upon the evil Erk C& 
of the Negroes and of the captors themselves. The statements made by the seamen of the BR O- 
salia respecting the assumption of the entire possession and command of the vessel by the capt OFS » 
since the division of capturing seamen was placed on board on the 9th of January, would, if- al- 
lowed to have weight in the case, render it still stronger agaiust the captors, as indicating annaceuae 
seizure from the first entry. 

On all the grounds that have been already recapitulated, I do conceive that if the Master of th€ 
Rosalia was now before the Court as a claimant, and on behalf of the owner; or if heor #20D¥ 
person competent to represent the owner or to be en‘rusted with the vessel were present irs C48 
colony to take charge of her upon her release, it would be the duty of this Court to restore her, © OP? ~ 
necting with the judgment of restitution such declarations of opinion upon the circumstances 24 
which she. was found engaged in the traffick, as those circumstance: would appear to require. | 

But this vessel stands before the Court at present without claimant ; without representatz W& J 
without any body in connection with her that can be held authorized to receive her, or qualifie 
to take charge, or in any way fit to be entrusted with the management or dispasal of her, O” 
behalf of the Master or of the owner. 
This is.a case in which, because all the parties are not properly before the Court, and because 
-condenmation is not warranted by the Treaty, and further, because a restitution under the CIF~ 
cumstances could not be expected to prove bencficial or satistactory, the probability of appeal naast 
be taken into contemplation ; and this raises the question, how the Commissioncrs now sittings 1 
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judgment on. this case can best prepare it to méet appeal, by making the fairest decision that the 
circumstance in which the case is placed before them will admit. “oe ae 

It they cannot condemn the vessel, in conformity witb the ‘Treaty, are they therefore to abandon 
her to her fute, or to throw her back to the Captor upon bis responsibility :. knowing, as they dy 
by the Treaty, that in the event of failure on his part, that responsibility becomes the respousi- 
bility of his Government, «| 3 

Will they not ‘act most conformably to their duty, and with the most assured regard to the in- 
terests of justice, to the interests of those who shall ultimately be beld entitled, and to all the 
interests in whatsoever way concerned, by taking the necessary measures to cause the property to 
he disposed of to the dest advantage, and to‘canse the proceeds to be preserved, so that they may 
de forthcoming for the bencfit of those whose right to them shall in the end be legully established, 
whether the owner shall make good a claim upon uppeal, or the Crown of Spaiu shall msist upon 
forfeiture for the violation of national law, or the operation of the Treaty be extended to this kind 
of contravention, as well as to those already under its recognized restraint. ‘The preservation of. 


. the property to abide the results of the ulterior interests of justice, whatever they may prove to 


G, appears the best view of the duty of the Commissioners, and this can be accomplished only by 


‘3 ¢ondemnation. 


I therefore think, thata condemnation onght to take place, not for the infringement of the 
Freaty, but uader the special circumstance, in order to preserve the property, to auswer the ulti- 


inate purposes of justice, A special detail of the grounds and circumstances of the condemnation 
tmnst accompany the statement of the case to the superior authorities to whom the Commissioners 


are bound to report their decisions. .  , - | 3 
"In considering the case of the Slaves brought to this port on board of the Rosalia, the special 
circumstances of the condenination lead ‘to a distinction between the rights and: the duty of the 
Court respecting them, and those rights which would result from a formal condemnation for actual 
infringement of the ‘lreaty. 
‘ In cases of condemnation for actual infringement of the Treaty the emancipation of the Ne- 

groes is necessarily incidental, and is enjoined by the Treaty as a consecutive act. 

- In the present case the emancipation is not so much a matter of injunction by the Treaty as it 
iq a matter of propriety on general grounds. The Negroes could not well be emancipated inci- 
dentally to the condemnation of the vessel, when it is expressly said, that, according to the ‘Treaty, | 
the vessel ought to be restored, if a claimant had presented bimself;, but on such a restoration 
the Negroes could not be involved in‘a return to slavery, they could not be replaced as private 
property in the hands of a private owner, prohibited by the laws of his country from acquiring or 
holding then: under the circumstances adduced in evidence. Upon such a restoration of the 
vessel, the Neproes must have been retained in this Colony, and it appears that.it would have been 
due to the Sovereigns concerned iu the Treaty to give the fullest assurance aguinst the possibility 
oi their being employed otherwise thant in the tree service which the Treaty directs. This as-- 
surance can only be afforded by emancipation; the grounds and the circumstances of (hat eman-— 
cipation, as well as those of the condemnation of the vessel, must be speoially reported to the 
higher authorities. ; 
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Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to the Marquess of Londonderry.— 2 
Oo ad , (Received September 12.) vie, 


My Lorv, ~__. Sierra Leone, July 24; 1822. - 
WE have the honour to forward to your Lordship an abstract of the case of — 


the schooner Dichosa Estrella, taken under Spanish colours, and brought for 


adjudication by Captain Knight, of His Majesty’s ship Morgiana, under a 
charge of trading for Slaves, in violation of the Treaty between Great Britain 


and Spain. . oe - 
There were on board this vessel French as well as Spanish papers. The 


ners 
rte 
4 


‘Master was a Frenchman, and the log-book was kept in the French language. 


It is to be inferred, that there was an intention to assume the French national 
character, if the presence of French cruizers on the coast, when the capture 


took place, had not rendered such a scheme unavailing. One of these cruizerr, 


the brig L’Huron, visited this vessel while she lay off ‘Trade Town. | | 
The particular point in this case, to which we would beg leave to:attract. 
your Lordship’s notice, is the shipment of certain Slaves belonging to this 
vessel, in- consequence of certain. communications: from Captain Knight tothe 


Native Chief. at Trade Town. The — given by Captain Knight of the 
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circumstances of thia transaction, in the affidavit made by him:infarther- yrroof, 
will convey the best information of the matters of tact. 

‘ye Commanders of His Majesty’s cruizers justly consider it as @ great 
abuse that cargoes of Slaves should e callected on a ee in readiness fe>x- @i- 
barkation, and that the vessel for which they are collected should brave- ¢ihem 
.on the same station, and be consicered not liable to capture and condemra =@ ©2100. 

Fhe Commissioners of the Mixed Courts, while they are sensibie @f the 

rossness of the abuse, do not find themselves warranted to afford a remedy for it 
by condemnation, uuless. proaf can be given of the actual embarkationn Of & 
Slave for the purposes of traffick. What is considered warranted by the fair 
interpretation of the Treaty, and by the analogy of corresponding practice 11. 
cases of contraband, is to hald the dstention of vessels so found not habke to 
demurrage or damages, when there is. any reasonable ground-of suspicion that 
a Slave has been on board for the purposes of the traffick. 

' Incases in which the detention is founded upon ascertained illegal embark— 
ation. previously existing, we conceive that all proper means: may be employ 
to, obtain, the delivery of Slaves kept:in depét on shore for the vessel detained, 
and that such Slaves when delivered up are to be emancipated in the regular 
course of the judicial administration under, the Treaties. In. cases in whieh- 
such a delivery is obtained, without any proof. af: previously. existing embark-— 
ation of a Slave for the traftick, we think the mostappropriate course respecting 
the Slaves in to pronounce a special: decision, giving emancipation in order to 
guarantee.the freedom covenanted by the Treaties. ‘There is no title to. resta— 
tution in such cases, the Slaves having been illegally purchased’; and the ordi—_ 
nary emancipation, according to the Tveaties, cannot take place on account 
the: irregularity of the capture. We Have to request your Lordship’s. in- 
structions on these points, | 

oO | We. have-the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed): E. GREGORY: a. 
| EDWARD FITZGERALD: 

The Marquess of Londonderry, KG. | 

—. & &e, Ser. | 


(Ferst-Inclosure in No. 11.) 
Case of the Spanish Sehoorer Dichosa Estrella. 


to ee hari nace eatin Master, sailing under Spanish colours, +w2% 
taken on the 17th of March 1822, by HtesMegestyis. sbip Morgiana, Captain Kni ade 
Town, in lat. 5, 44 N. long. 9, 50 we oa ss P cecal 

This vessel had on board Spanish .papers from Porto Rico, in which she wasdercribed-as the 
property. of ‘Don Santiago Rufane, of that place. There was a bill of sale of a vessel named E3Or- 
sguen Laura, to this Rufane, and it. was; stated. that: he bad changed the name of. Borrszz ee? 
Laura, to Dichosa Estrella. There was, however, a French pass from Martinique, evident) y for! 
thig.vessel under the name: of: L’ Heureuse- Etoile, slre was described as the property of the Sieur 
Mosin, of Martinique, commanitediby Mons. Larose. It appeared-that the name of L'Henreus€ 
KtoWe was. simply.translated into. the: Spanish, Dichasa Estrella, and. that Mone. Lerose-siid 3. FO>~ 
tained the command under the Spanish designation of Don Domingo Larose. He kept: bis Box - 
book in the French language, still caJling her L’Heurguse Etoile. 

From this mixture of national ‘characteristics it may be inferred, that it was intended to maa kK® ~ 
this, vesse] pags for. French, in the. event. of falling in with. British cruizers, ifthe schemehacd 2O& 
been deranged: by the presence. of the Ereneh. corvette La Diane, and. the. French: brig. ot - wranr’ 
Le Huron, on this part of the coast. The Estrella had already been boasdest hy;a Liewtenneat? af: 
thedfuron, and released after exemination, as appears by anentry.on the log-book ;—(d1 oa lar gue 
aprdemayoir, visités) ° 

The Spanish characteristics attached. to this, vesseb- were fully sutieient to bring herunder the” 
inflpence of the Treaty between Great, Britain. and Spain for preventing illegal Slave. Teagles < and 
under the jurisdiction of the British and Spanish Mixed Courg.. 

Tle. Dicobsa. Eétrella- bad trot- any Staye ov board at the time .of capture, but.she;hade & 
carge of Slaves. purchased aod ready, fér:- embarkation on-the-shore, collected. from, the, differen 
Slayestrading: stations,in the woint yrof Tradeclosn; Gumd Lassa, Petit Dessay Grand-Corrun ; &C: 
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aml gonié-of thé Staves pulichased at these places hadf been, according to information received by 
‘Captam Kaight, conveyed front tlrosé places to Trade Town on beard the Estrella... ast 
‘Phe vessel was detained it order to ascertaiii’ this’ fact, and a pegociation was opened between 
“Captam Kifigiit antl the Native Chief at Trade Town, for the purpose of obtaining,the delivery. of 
the Sléves kept i dep6t on shofe, A munber of those Slaves was sent off in consequence, and, of 
these, four were jiut on board the sdlidoner. Upon the embarkation of these four, the seizure and 
proseeution were founded. | | . Se cad 
As ttlis ernbarkation, exacted from a Native Chief, could not be considered as an embarkation for 
the ptirposes of tlie traffick on the part of the Master of the vessel, the Court, according ta. the 
judgméns formed under circumstances of a similar embarkation in the preceding case of the Spanish 
schooner Rosalia, taken in thé Rio Pongos, by His Majesty's brig Thistle, Lieutenant Hagan, 
would -have felt itself boutid to décline passing a decree of condemnation, until proaf should have 
been given of some pridr sliipmerit of a Slave or Slaves for the traffich. A-delay of judgment on 
this ground dil in’ tdet take place dt thie request of the Agent for the Captors after the first: hearing. 
‘The vessel bad beén previously wrecked on the coast of Mesurado, on her. way to:the Colony.— 
The natives liad made an attack on the wreck, and carried off nine of the Slaves. . The remainder, 
twenty-five in ntiniber, Had lieén preserved from the rapacity of these. barbarians, by the prompt 
and gullant assistance of théiithabitants of the new American settlement.at Mesurada. The 
Slaves thus rescued tvere, bpoucht’ to Sierra Leane in the American schooner Augusta, .with the. 
rize- Master, Mt, Maclean, midshipman of the Morgiana, and the rest of the prize crew.—Mr, 
aclean died on board the Augtista shortly after her arrival at Sierra Leone. The Master of the 
Dichosa’ Estrella’ iid gore on board a: French vessel on the passage to Sierra Leone, before the. 
shipwreek, and 'tliat' vessel made sail ifuniediately ufter and took him away, consequently there was: 
not any clain at tat time. = eat - so sds oan & i Sah Re 
Ob the artital'of Captain Knight, with the Morgiana, the Mate of the Dicbosa Estrella, pre-, 
stited hiinself as a claimaiit, but th’e Court did not consider the grounds of his application sufficient: 
to warrant lis appearance in that clfaracter: re 
The Court having considered such further evidence as Captain Kaight.was engbled-to : furnish, 
amd Having séén a’ report’ ftom the Registrar, who, upon confronting the Slaves of the Estrella, 
wWith-the seamen-of that vessel; by’ order of the Judges, stated, that several of the said Negzoes, 
pointed out one’ of the’ séaien, vameil Jost Ridé, as the person who purchased them at Trade 
‘Town, amd that the'safd Négrocs appeared generally to recognize each other, as belonging to the 
said schodner. - cnt ys ; a Be. ett 
The Court was of opinion, that as theschooner Dichosa Extrella was no longer in existénce, 
having been wrecked on her passage to Sierra Leone, without any imputation of misconddct or 
negligence on the part of the Captors, abd'as some deficieney remained with respect ‘to proof of ‘the 
cabaret ofa Slave or Slaves for the ¢raffick priorto the embarkation, exacted from or through | 
theNative- Girtefat ‘Irate Town, (which déftiocy; however; Capfain Knight was confident that 
‘heshould be enabled to supply, if the ulterior destination of the Morgiana did not take him away 
from the coast) —the judgment most appropriate to the circumstances of the case would be to de- 
clare, that the Dichosa Estrella was justifiably and legally detained, so to bar any attempt to bring 
actions against the Captors-; and that the Slaveg- belonging to her'sbotld be-specially-emancipated 
Jin thie sache ‘mating a8 the Staves bel uging to the Rosalia, | 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. 
EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


( Saond:Inclssure in No. V1. ) 


i ‘ ae t Baa ies ae ae iy, ie oe olie ie aes oe 
A failavsit2oft Chrestopher” Iinicht, Captain of His Majesty S$ Ship Morgiand,. 
itthe Case ofthe Dichosa Estrella. 


1, CHRISTOPHER KNIGHT, do‘ hereby swear, that, on the 14th of March, 1822, I.boarded: 
the’ Spanish schooner Dichosa Bitrelta; off Trade Town, and ordered her to keep company -with™ 
me; until 1-had obtajned further:infyrmadtion as‘to the truth of what two natives bad ‘told me, who 
came from Trade Town in theircanoe, | a 

The story of the above wen was, that the schooner had. landed some Slaves at Trade.Lown,,, 
whoid sHé'had bought at’orfier places, and tlrat she had above one hundred, purcliased and ‘in irons — 
ony shore: ~The” Mate had come on’ bodril‘the ship at firsti with the ‘papers; but in ‘order’ to.. 
make-further enqniries, I- sent) for tle Muster also.—As 1 intended ‘to: anchor at ‘Trade ‘Towir- 
for the night, and: that: was also. the destination. of the schooner, I, gave. the, Master :djrections :: 
to order his vessel to- follow ‘us there.—A tornado came.on,, which drove. the. schuoney-: far 
to ‘leetHitt, and the next day, as’ the crew on board her did not seem to make the necessary 
exertinnd: to: rejoin !us; the: Mabtee (Larose) . urgently requested: me ‘to-send! an Officer ‘from - 
the Morgiana to bring her up. — I accordingly sent a Midshipman and: some-men; with owdcrsrto”. 
tcll the. Spaniards, that he.cameby their, Muster's wish to work her.upto,Tratle-Town- it did: nde 
suit iny views at that time to-runt the Morgiina ‘to leeward. ... L conceived, jt to,be soy, dyty to.have a. 
trift stafemtdnk (rower Re-R id¥,” or-elsé’ mi te evidence from other of the natives than the first two 
thatimdcombhk ‘Avthy wikd did nob /alléwthe ship-to’ get cloeé in with Trade Town, until the-' 
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16th, and my original informants persisted ia their story, without the least prevaricat3 ewmra, 
I sent » boat on shore to demand the Slaves actually belonging to the Dichosa Estrella. — “Z” hae 
King instantly promised full compliance, and saon after sent off twenty-nine to the sEr? yp, 
alledging as an excuse for not sending the remainder, that the people who bad bad charge «ot 
them hud fled into the woods on the near approach of the Morgiana, and left the Slaves to the-aa2 — 
selves, who, in consequence, had fled also. — The King, however, said he would use every endia>aa— 
vour to find them, and send them off. At this time IT bad not fired « shot either at or nu erzar 
the town.—When the schooner came up, and anchored near us, Ftold the Master not to conce s we 
that I had then captured his vessel, but that, as I had met him under such suspicious cz a — 
cumstances, ] was fully authorized to examine minately into the aflaic.—The Master allow- ed 
I was correct in so doing, and waated to compromise for his safety, by the private offer to me. <2 € 
having all the Slaves, and allowing him to make his escape with the schooner. After suc ka 

proposal, as the King had not sent any more Slaves off, I fired a few shots over the town, Soeam 

after it was reported to me; that a canoe had come off with five Slaves, 1 immediacel yw 
ordered her away; but, in the mean time, one of the five bad been put on buard this ship = 
} put that Slave with the other twenty-nine, and sent the canoe away with the other 
four. — J believe she pulled towards the schoouer. — Soon after it was reported to me, that the re, 
were four Slaves on board the schooner, J then sent an Officer to ber, who was qualific- «2 
to scize Slave-vessels, the Officer was the Master of the Morgiana.’: At the same time, I-tolcd 
the Master of the schooner (Larose) that 1 should send bis vesse) to Sierra Leone tase 
judgment, but that he was to go in her that he might defend his own cause. 

The Supercargo had constant opportunities of seeing me, had he chesen to have dorse 
so: he did not appear. — A young man, who acted as Clerk to the Supercargo, came off 5 
he declared in the presence of me, ane nearly all the Officers, by means of an Interpretes-, - 
that the Supercargo had purchased one hundred and ten Slaves for the schooner, I da» 
further swear, that the Master (Larose) did own to me that he was a Frenchman, and it appears 
by the two registers, that he had, until very lately, actually been employed under the fliugey — 
of France. . | 

That the Master of a Spanish Slave vessel should not be a native Spaniard, is in express contra — 
diction of Article Fourth of the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain. This last circumstance 
would have induced me tu send the schooner in, bad Thad no other plea against her. 

| (Signed) | CHRISTOPHER KNIGHT, 

= Commander of H. M. S. Morgiana. 


Taken aad sworn, this 12th Day of June, in the Year 
_ of Our Lord, 1822, (being written on two sheets) before} 
me, (Signed) D. W. Hamitton, Registrar. 


No. 12. _ 


_ Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to the Marquess. of Londonderry.— 
| (Received September 12.) a 


“My Lorp, © Sierra Leone, July 24, 1822-- 
. , July 24, 


THE case of the Spanish schooners Vecua and Icanam, of which am 
~abstract is inclosed in this despatch, has a new and painful charactcristick 

in the hostility and violence opposed by those vesscls to the boats of His 
Majesty’s ships a fe daa and M yrmidon, under the command of Liecutenan € 
Mildmay of the phigenia, while these boats were proceeding towards thems 
with colours displayed, 1n the full confidence of the peaceful exercise of the — 
legal right of visitation, according to the Treaty.between Elis Majesty and thee 
King of Spain for preventing illegal tratiick in Slaves. 2 

. This aggression, sufficiently atrocious in itself, was, we regret to state, ac— 
companied and preceded by circumstances which greatly aggravated the cri— 
minality of the parties concerned. Three French vessels, at anchor in the 
same (aes, were induced to join their fire to that of the Spaniards, and two 
British seamen were killed and five wounded in the conflict, which termi— 
nated in the capture of the French vessels us well as of the Spanish. _ 

"These Spanish vessels were of large size, formidably manned and armed ¢ - 

urposely fitted out in order to carry into effect a determination of illegal 

lave Trade by force of arms. 

The Officers and crews were pledged by special engagements, and further 
by large benefits depending altogether upon the success of the enterprize, to 
make every effort for the defence and assistance. of the vessels and cargoes 
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to the last extremity ; the seamen were to yield a blind obedience to the 
orders of the Captain without pretending to inquire into his designs. All 
further claims were renounced in the event of the loss or capture of the 
vessels. ae | 

These articles of engagement are the same in both these vessels, and they 
exhibit so distinctly and so forcibly the spirit of lawless violence in which 
the expedition was fitted out and despatched, that we have thought it our 
duty to send copies of them, annexed to the case, for your Lordship’s more 
particular information. | 

The passports of both these vessels, directed to objects of legitimate com- 
merce, have a clause enjoining the Master to bear in mind the penalties at- 
tached to the violation of the laws prohibiting the Slave Trade. These pass- 
ports, as well as the other papers of both ships, name Don Luis Mar- 
tinez as sole owner of the vessels and cargoes. A seaman belonging to 
the Icanam, on the authority of the general. conversation on board that 
vessel, stated, that Don Antonio Frias was her sole owner. But there is 
among her papers a bill of sale transferring her from Frias to Martinez. We 
are persuaded, however, that the outfit of two vessels of such magnitude, on 
such an enterprise, was a matter of too much cost and hazard to be the affair 
of a single individual. Martinez was, we have no doubt, mcrely an ostensible 
proprietor, taking upon himself the whole of the disgrace in the event of 
defeat and capture, and screening more cautious participators, who would be 
Jet into their respective shares of the advantage in the event of success. 

We trust that the signal defeat which has heen sustained in this instance 
will prevent a repetition of such criminal and desperate adventures. | 

| We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. 


EDWARD FITZGERALD. 
Lhe Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
&e. &e. &v. 


(First Inclosure in No. 12.) 


Cases of the Spanish Schooners Vecua and idcanam. 


AS these vessels were the property of the same owner, as they were fitted out together and 
‘sailed together from the Havannah, us they were taken at the same time and brought for adjudica- 
tion one immediately after the other, the cases of both may, it appears, be must conveniently 
blended in one statement. The facts and circumstances of bothare the same in every respect, 
with the exception of the loss of the Jcanam, at Sea, by a tornado, on her way to Sierra Leone 
for adjudication, by which calamitous event nearly all those who were on board perished. 


THE Vecua, Don Vicente Gomez, Master, and the Icanam, commanded by Don Antonio 
Moreyra, two Spanish schooners of the Jargest class, were taken on the J5th of April in the 
River Bonny, in lat. 4, 42 North, long. 7, 22 East, by the boats of His Majesty's ships Iphi- 
genia and Myrmidon, commanded by Lieutenant Mildmay, acting under orders trom Commodore 
Sir Robert Mends. . | 

The Vecua had on board at the time of capture three hundred Slaves, cnd twenty-five more 
‘were subsequently given up by the Native Chief of the place as belonging to her. . 

~The Jcanam had on board three hundred and eighty Slaves. . 

These facts alone are sufficient to establish the charge of illicit Traffick in Slaves, contrary to th 
‘Treaty between Great Britain and Spain. 

Bue there are other facts and circumstances which greatly aggravate that violation, and ought, 
therefore, not to be passed over witbout duc animadversion. 

These vessels were of great force and were formidably prepared with every description of hos- 
tile armament. he Jcanam had ten guns mounted, and a crew of forty-six men; she was, 
moreover, amply provided with muskets, pistols, swords, and ammunition. ‘The Vecua was 
pearly of equal strength, she carried ten guns, of which one was dismounted, and a crew of fort 
men, supplied in the like manner, with small arms and ammunition. : 

On the approach of the boats conveying the British detachment the hostile purpose of this 


armament was immediately disclosed. ‘The Icanam and the Vecua, without shewing any colours, — 
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opened a fire apon the boats of His Majesty's ships as they advanced toivards then. Ihtee 
‘vessels under French colours, laying at anchor in the same place, joined in this act of unwar rai — 
able violence and hostility; the British boats having at the tiwe their, colours displayed and Loe iny se 
in progress to the exercise of the legal right of visiting the Spanish vessels, according tothe pro 
visions of the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain. ? - 

- This formidable opposition was overcome by the gallantry of the British detachments; armed the 
‘wessels of the aggressors were taken with the loss of two men killed and five wounded oxm thre 
British side. > Me Be ye Bg fo wa we wilh | % 

The guilt of this lawless effusion ot blood would be great if it arose only from an immecY¥iate 
‘concert and combination of illegal Slave traders found on the scenc of the transaction. Butae apr 
‘pears this outrage was the consequence, not only of w previous arrangement with the imme cfLiate 
co-operators, but also of an earlier design of criminal violence, interwoven with the ori grtaal 
outfit-of the expedition from the Havannab... This design is exhibited in the fulness of its «oea- 
‘templated atrocity by the papers found on board both the vessels. 

Both these vessels, as the papers shew, were the property of Don Luis Martinez, of the 
Havannah; a seaman of the Vecua, examined on the standing interrogatories, represents BOO 
Antenio Frias, also of the Havannah, to be the owner of that vessel; but there is amongs Ale 
papers a bill of sale from Frias to Martinez., . ae . te 

There was among each set of papers a passport for a trading voyage to tle Coast of Aft-ica : 
the same Officer who authenticated these passports had endorsed on each of then a note, decha e- fir 
that the trade was to be‘ For. raw. hides, oil, ivory, and other objects of permitted conmesr-ce 5; 
the Captain to bear in: mind the penalties attached to the infringement of the prohibition ssn- 
posed by the first Article of the Roval Cedula, dated Madrid, the 17th December 1617, om the 
purchase of Slaves in any place within the range of his destination.” 

- + A particular clause in the articles of agreement, signed by the crew of each vessel, will slrew 
‘how little this prohibition was regarded. 2. 2. 6. 

‘These men bound themselves to throw all their chests and boxes overboard, as soon as ¢ Brey 
‘should arrive on the coast ; and further to give.up the place assigned for their births in the forre- 
castle, contenting themselves to lodge wheresoever the Captain should direct. 

These covenants could not have any other object in view than that of an enlargement of spacc, 

‘in order to afford the most ample accommodation for a cargo of Slaves. | 

There are other engagements which shew as distinctly a determination to employ every cf ort 
‘to accomplish that Slave-trading purpose, by force of arms, 

The articles of the Captain of the Vecua with the owner, covenant for a salary of an bund red 
‘doHars for every mouth, -and eight per Cent. upon the gross proceeds of the return cargo; but 
he agrees to abandon all claims in the event of the loss or capture of the vessel, He had besides 
an interest of fourteen hundred dollars in the adventure; this share was to abide the general cwent 
-of the expedition, The Mate of the same vessel was to receive sixty dollars a month, anil one 
dollar for every pipe of oil,—meaning for every Slave; he also abandons all claims in the ewent 
of loss or cupture. es ; 

The scamen of both vessels were to receive, according to their several classes, thirty or twenty- 
five dollars a month each; they engaged to forego all claims in the event of loss or capture. 
‘They further bind themselves to conform, to the orders of the Captain, and to all other superior 
Officers, aud on failure in this duty, to submit to all proper chastisement, the forfeiture of the'r 
wages being the first penalty, and to yield an absolutely blind obedience in every thing that m2y 
be ordered, and that may tend to the successful issue of the expedition, as well curing the St#y 

“on the Coast of Africa, as on the return, defending and assisting the ship and the cargo with 
their utmost efforts, even to the last extremity, following the instructions and orders of the Cup- 

“tain, without meddling to ascertain his designs. , . | 

‘ - These articles, while they hold forth extraordinary advantages to the Captain and other Officers» 
and to the seamen also, upon the success of the voyage, make those interests altogether de pe™- 
dent upon that success, and thus pledge every one of them in his place to contend to the Jast 
extremity against those coutingencies of capture or other loss, which would deprive them of th©€'T 
promised benefits, | Sgn hn. oie at ; : 

Under these engagements the vessels sailed together from the Havannah, on the 24th’ of Oct O- 


tions given-to Moreyra, of the Icanam, as. commanding the vessel of superior force,’ diretted ‘th 
7 FRi 
aged 


_:_, Lo this summary the Commissioners of the Mixed Court have to add their’ earnest hoj es, € sg 
tbe individuals concerned in the outfit of these Slavé-trading’ corsuirs will nof be suffered * 
escape with impunity. — . 


| 
| 
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Srzana LEONE. (Spare) ed 
The judgement of the Mixed Court. was, that ‘the Vecua be condemned as lawful prize to 
the British and Spanish Crowns, and that the Slaves belonging to her be emancipated. 


-Sierra Leone, July 24, 1822, (Signed) E. GREGORY. 
EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


(Second Inglosure in No. 12.) 
.(Translation.) 


DON VICENTE GOMEZ, Captain and Master of the Vecua, Spanish schooner, and Don 
Zuis Martinez, owner of that vessel, have agreed as follows : 

1, The former binds bimself to discharge, with all punctuality, the duties annexed to the 

-above offices, and to try at all the ports on the Coast of Africa to collect the cargo of the 
sorts specified in his instructions ; he at the same time engages not to demand any pay whatso- 
ever in case the vessel should be lost or taken, except his share of what may be saved. 

2. The latter binds himself to compensate the pains which the former takes in discharging the 
functions of both these trusts with one hundred dollars a month, to be calculated from the day 
of his setting sail, and eight per ceutum commission on ‘the proceeds of the sale of what may 
‘be imported into this harbour, ' | ee : “ 

3. The former binds himself to take out no venture on his private account, as the whole under- 
‘taking is -understoud to be on account of the freighter. 

And that both of us may adhere to the above, we have signed two copies of the same tenour, 
tbinding ourselves, by every legal form, to abide by and execute what is set forth in the present 
agreement, | 


Hurvannuh, September 29, 1821. (Signed) LUIS MARTIN EZ. 


(Third Inclosure in No. 12.) 
((Translation,) 


RECSIVED from ‘Don Vicente Gomez, the sum .of one thousand four ‘bundred dollars, in 
specie, which just mentianed sum he.tenders on account of bis share in the Vecuay Spanish 
schooner, commanded by.bim, and fitted out for the, Coast of Africa ; it being understood that 
the said Dan Vicente Gomez is.abliged ,to abide by the success or failure of the voyage to be 
performed by the said schooner, conformably with the proportion accruing to him of the.expences 
.and the issue of the said adventure, in consideration of the above stated one thousand four 
s+hundred dollars, which I place to his credit. : 


Havannah, October 10, 1821. (Signed) LUIS M ARTINEZ. 
Dollars, 1,400, a. 2 


(Fourth -‘Inclosure in No. 12.) 
_(Transiation.) 


DON JUAN JOSE DE LA-ROSA,,. Boatswain of the Vecua, Spanish schooner, and 
‘Luis Martinez, treighter of the said vessel, have come to the foHowing agreement : oo? 
J. The former binds bingself faithfully to serve as boatswain on. board the said vesscl, and to 
ohey the orders of —————, Master, in whatever may tend to the success of the advtnture, 
‘engaging to make no demand whatever it she should be lost or taken, excepting his proportion of 
- What may be saved. . | ze ee a 
2. He also binds himself, in case the superior officers should die, to-discharge their functions 
without any emolument. "ne es ae 
3. . That Don Luis-Martinez, to recompense bim for his trouble and employment, gives. te Don 
Juan José de Ja Rosa sixty dollars per month, and one dollar for a pipe‘of vinegar. ~~ - 
-And.that both of us may adhere to the wbove, we sign twe copies of the same tenoar, binding 
purselves, by every logal form, to abide by and fulfil: what is set forth in this agreement; it bemg 
omiaitpiae that the wages just nientioged shall not commence until the day ‘thet the vessel: shall 
weet sail, . | ae ee ee ere 
Heyunnah; September 27, 1821, __{Signed) _ LUIS MARTINEZ. 
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(Fifth Inclosure in No. 12.) 
_ (Translation. ) 


DON VICENTE GOMEZ, Captain and Master of the Vecua, Spanish schooner, and Ion 
William Bogue, have come to the following agreement : 

1. That Don Vicente Gomez affords the said Bogue a situation on board forthe purpose of 
whatever he may need, as well during his voyage out as on his return, paying to him for his 
dabour, at the return of the vessel, and when the cargo shall be in safety, the sum of two tBaeou— 
sand two hundred and fifty dollars, and one bundred dollars per month from the day that tlre 
vessel shall set sail from this port, and giving him here, before the departure, a month’s pay iin 
advance, on the express condition, that if the vessel be lost or captured he will claim nothing. 

2. That I, Don William Bogue, will comply with all that is specified in the preceding article, 
binding myself to fulfil, in every respect, the directions of the Cuptain ; and if I should faa— ity 
discharging what is laid down in the present agreement nothing shall be paid to me; on the eam 
trary, I will be responsible for any damages and prejudices that may be occasioned by my remaiss- 
ness, 

And as we both have concurred in the above, we bind ourselves, by every legal form, to the 


performance of the part belonging to each of us, to which end we have signed two copies of ache 
game tenour. 


Havannah, October 11, 1821. (Signed) WILLIAM BOG © Ew 


(Sixth Inclosure in No. 12.) 


(Translation.) 


: at Vecna, Non Vicente Gomer 
Articles agreed i by the undersigned Crew of the { jaunts buon ieee } 
Master, Spanish Schooner. 


1. THAT each of us seamen is to be credited for thirty dellars per month, and each of the 
boys for five and twenty. 

_ 2. That we shall have one month’s wages advanced to us. 

3. That, as soon as we shall have quitted this port, our board is to consist of bread, flesh meat, 
and soups, and one day in the week of salt cod or other salt fish, if it can be procured, and ot a 
bottle and a half uf brandy a day portioned out to the meals of each mess, composed of ten incts— 
viduals, it being understood that if the spirits should be consumed previous to our return to ¢ bis 
‘port, the deficiency shall be made up to us in money, according to the price at which brandy miuay 
sell at the time of our arrival; but this shall not apply to coffee, which shall be served out to us 
morning and evening until we shall reach the coast. - 

4. That, if this vessel be captured or lost, we shall have no claim, either respecting our wages 
er on any other account, unless some of the fragments be saved, of which, on being sold, che 
proceeds shall be shared according to proportion. 

5. That we bind ourselves scrupulously to discharge our duties, by paying obedience to all OF, 
superiors ; and that it we should fail in so doing, or evince any disposition to transgress arsy ©F 
the articles herein specified, we shall be compellable thereto, and liable to be corrected in the rr8 aM 
mer we may deserve, more particularly by forfeiting our wages, together with any other re#2>*!- 
neration, inasmuch as our submission to the Master and the mates is to be absolutely im plicit 
relative to whatever we shall be enjoined, and what may tend to the success of the voyage, **§ 
well during our stay on the Coast of Africa, as while returning thence to this island ; and Jake- 
wise, that we will defend, and use the greatest efforts in standing by the vessel and her caa 5°? 

‘even to the last extremity, and will comply with the directions and commands of the said 
Master, nor will presume to interfere in, or pry into, his designs. 

6. That on the day of our arrival on the coast we will cheerfully throw overboard any tresmks 
and chests which we may have carried along with us. 

7. That as soon as the lading begins to be taken on board we will quit the forepart off the 
vessel tor any other birth which the Master, or, in his absence or disability, some other pers SO" 
may assign us to occupy and sleep in. ; 

8. That the moment the vessel shall have come to an anchor in any of the different places 7” 
"the coast to which, according to circumstances, she may be destined, we will keep watch, clay 
and night, until our return to this port without alleging weariness or any other plea. 

9. That in case of illness we shall have given up to us the best accommodation that caz® be 
found, without any distinction or fevour, the same as though it were wanted for the Master. 

40. That from the departure of the vessel out of this harbour to her return, two successive €OP~ 
amast watches shall be kept up; but in case we, the ship's boys, by reason of sickness, o 2” 

ome other ground, should be insufficient for the discharge of that duty, the seamen shall ve 
obliged to fill up the vacancies which‘we are not capable of supplying. : 


I3/ 


Srerra LEONE. Spain.) . 33 


Tl. ‘That we will give security for what we shall receive in advance before quitting this Island, 
‘Jest a ship’s company, consisting of men of character, such as the present individuals, should be 
-obtruded upon’ by persons likely to injure our credit with the Master and the Mates. 

And to the performance of all and each of the above articles we reciprocally bind'oursetves, on 
the one part Doa Antonio Moreyra, and on the-other the individuals who have signed their 
names hereinafter, -in order that we may at any time be made to fulfil the duties which we are 
‘taking on ourselves in the mode and form before stated; the said articles serving as a guidance 
aud rule for our conduct on all occasions ; and we disavow, in the most effectual manner known, 
all such laws as may favour and justify us in infringing the present agreement, to the end that we 
may not hereafter be competent to put in any claim contrary to its express tenour, and far less if 
such claim should tend to the prejudice and disadvantage -of the Master or the owners of the 
-vessel, in which case we desire not-to be attended to or admitted before any Court of Judicature, 
declaring for the present, and for -every time to come, that we alone shall be responsibie and 
‘Liable to punishment, and authorising to that effect the Tribunal to which we shall make applice- 
tion, and furthermore, that the said ‘Tribunal shall impose upon us a fine of five hundred dollars, 
which we fix as our penalty, the payment of which is to be paramount to all other steps, be the 
-proceedings instituted on the occasion of what nature they may. 


. Havannah, September 27, 1821. 


Note. It is fully understood and agreed upon, ‘that the wages shall not commence until the | 


-day that the vessel shall put to sea, an arrangement for that purpose having been-made with tie 
Master. =~ p 


‘Signatures of Boys, Signatures of Seamen, 
ek £ & & ke OF + k & & ee & 


No. 13. 


Messrs. Gregory.and Fitzgerald to the Marquess af Londonderry.—( Received 


_  éebruary 14, 1823.) 


- 


WE have the bonour to lay before your Lordship the inclosed statement 
‘of the -case of the schooner Joseph. This vessel, under the mask of a pre- 
‘tended-Swedish national. character, was employed at the time of her capture 
in carrying on the Slave Trade for the account of one Zachariah Atkins, 
resident at Matanzas, in the Island of Cuba. This Atkins was also proved to 
-be part owner of the schooner. | 


(Extract.) | Sierra Leone, August 15, 1892. | 


he decision of this case:was attended with unusual delay and difficulty, “a 


arising principally from deficiency of evidence, and from contradictions in 
the evidence actually produced in some of the most material points. No 
person could be rae to translate a paper in the Swedish language, alleged 
by the Master and claimant to be a passport for free navigation, and certifi- 


cate of ‘registry, until the arrival of the Iphigenia from her cruize on the 


Leeward Coast, when a Swedish seaman. belonging to that ship gave a 


translation, which shewed the paper to be merely a certificate of -admea-. 


surement. : 


This discovery, joined with some other circumstances, induced Mr. 


‘Gregory to concur in the opinion previously declared by Mr. Fitzgerald’ 


for the condemnation of the vessel, on his own view of the questionable. - 


paper, as well as of the other evidence. 7 1. * 


In the course of the protracted investigation which this case underwent, at | 


assumed different appearances at different periods. At one time it seemed, 


to be the case of. a vessel really Swedish, carrying ‘on the Slave Trade for 


‘the account of a subject of: His Catholick Majesty. | . 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. - | 


' EDWARD FITZGERALD. 
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¢ Inclosere in No. 13.) : 


Abstract of the Case of the Schooner Joseph, Krause, Muster. 


- 


THIS vessel! wav prosecuted in the British and Spenish Mixed Court, in consequence of a- - 
suggestion of the Judge of the Court of Vice Admiralty, in which Court proceedings were first 
instituted against her on the ground of British ownership, and of several alleged violations of 
British law. These allegations the Judge in that Court held: not to be sustained, but as the 
vessel had been fitted out for the present voyage at Matanzas, in che Island of Cuba, with cir- 
cumstances manifesting an intention of carrying off a curgo of Slaves from the coast, and as it: 
appesred, that she had actually been' engaged in trating for Slaves, and that a cargo of Slaves 
was in readiness to be embarked on board of: her at the time when she was taken, he considered 
that there was sufficient presumptive evidence of Slave ‘Prade, in violation of the Trenty between 
Great Britain and Spain, to warrant the institution of proceedings in the British aad Spanish: 
Mixed Court, in order that the real character of the case: and its connections may be elicited: by 
the strict scrutiny of the standing interrogatories. 

Proceedings. were acenrdingly taken in the British and Spanish Court. 

The schuouer Joseph was detained on the 26th of Kebruary 1822, at the Gallinas, iw lat.—by 
Lieutenant Clarkson, of His Majesty's sbip Iphigenia, and « detachment of seamen despatched 
by Commodore Sir Robert Mends, vo board the American schooner Augusta, in search of 
illegal Slave-tracers. : 

The Master of the Joseph, who also declared himself sole owner, professed himself to be a 
subject of the King of Sweden, and his vessel to be a Swedish vessel registered at the Swedish 
Island of Saint Bartholomew, in the West Indies, and navigated under the Swedish flag. But it 
appeared, by the papers found on board, that she was fitted out on this voyage at Matanzas, in 
the Island of Cuba, for the purpose of taking a cargo of Slaves from the coast, and that the our- 
ward cargo was put on board at that place by one Zachariah Atkins. The log-book, and the 
ordinary papers vf the ship's business, as well as-the private pap:rs af the Master, and of the 
Mate, were in the English language. There was a Spanish c'earance frum Matansas, describing 
the vessel as Swedish, andi naming Krause as the Master ‘This paper stated, that the goods of 
the outward cargo were shipped by Atkips, as consignee of the vessel, for the account and risque 
of the. Master. “ There were two papers, dated at Saint Bartholomew, the 1th o: July 1819; 
one of these was in the English language, and was attested, by a note at the bottom, te be'a true 
eopy,, of: the corresponding original oath remaetuing at the Justi¢iary’s Office in that Island. It 
was an oath of the Master, Krause, declaring himself to he sole owner of the schooner Joseph, 
and plédging him, in the event of any sale or transtee of the vessel’, to retain and return to the 
Justioury’s Offies in thuc Island the passport: obtained for her, se as to prevent use thtreof 
beieg. mada by- any: other. person: than: the said Johan Krause. a 

There. was nat any.Slave on; board at the time of seizure, but-a note written by. the Muster on 
shore at the{Gallinas to the Mate on board, mentioned, that they bad beyun to send bim sone 
Slaves, and that he hoped to be ready on the 25th. This was the day-precedihg the capture, 

. Avclaim.was giten by. Krause, in which he stated himself to be: Master and owner of the. vessel ; 
taubjact of the King of Sweden, and.aa. inhabitant of the Island of Saint Bartholomew... In an 
agfiidavit annexed to the claim, he swore, that he was notengaged. in the unlawful Traffick. in Slaves ; 
the same affidavit states, that the King of Sweden was not a party tothe Tteaties of Mixed Com— 
mission saad, therefore, the detentiva of ‘the said Swedish schooner Joseph, was unlawful. 

+ Tt hie examination on the standing: interrogatories,, Krause declared himself: Master and sele 
omnes of the veqsol and cargo, that he was a subject. of the King of Sweden, that bis vessel was 
navigated under the Swedish flag, and that he had not engaged in Slave Tirade. 

One of the seamen of the Joseph, named Michael Roddy, culled’Zachariah Atkins, of Matan— 
zas, as part owner of: tlre vessel, and-owner of the-whole of the cargo; he believed this; becatse=” 
he bad heard Mr. Atkins say so. This man swore also, that seven men Slaves and one womara- 
Slaga hgd. beqg- takep- on. board. the-Joseply at the Island of Bulala, but had been landed agaia 

through fear that seme of the men; of war might come and find them on board. | 

Krause acKndwledged thé fact of this. shipment and relanding, but explained it ‘by stating, thie ~ 
he kept these Slaves: for tle accommodation of a- person of the place, named Jack’ Simpson, whose 
premises were crowded. a Se 
Otbers. of the, seamen, examlned ip the:cause, declared themselves unuble to explain this ship—__ 
ment.and relandipg; they were also,unable to give any intormation respecting the ownership of 
the.vessel, or her cargo. ; : 7 

No translation of thé Swedish paper could be obtaimed. 

On the 17th of May, the cause,cume-on for judgmest.: a — 
' Mr, Gregory, consideving. the fact, that the Josep was: cleared out by the Spanish Customs 
Howse, at.Matgazas,.2s a-Swealisb vesyel, that she was so cleared out upon the authority of the 
papers before the Court’; considering that it did not appear that Atkins interfered directly, or 
indirectly, with the vessel or her crew, and, on other grounds also, regarding the Joseph as w 
Bwedish vessel, was of opinion, that she was not liable to the operation of the Treaty between 
Great Britain and Spain for preventing illegal Shuve Trade. 

- Mr, Gregory, in the course of the observations made by him upon some of the arguments of 
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thé Ptoctor for the Captors, and upon the case generally, expressed an opinidn that Foreign vessels, 


that is, vessels not subject tothe Powers, patties .o the Treaty, could not be adjudicated under the 
Treaty betwixt Great Britain and Spain, which he thought solely authorized the visit, detention 
and ajudication of British aud Spanish vessels. Mr. Gregory further entertained the idea that the 
British and Spanish Coart of Mixed Commission could not exercise a jurisdiction over, or proceed 
to the adjadication of Spanish or British property that might be on board of such Foreign vessels, 
in support of his opinion, Mr. Gregory referred to the different Slave Trade restriction Treaties, 
which only allowed to Great Britain a very qualified right of search over Spanish, Portuguese, and 
Netberlarids vessels: to the late Act of Parliament granting bounties to captors of Slave vessels: 
of such Nations ; dnfi to the case of the Frerich vessél Le Louis, that was decided in the year 
1617, by the Judge of the High Court of Admiralty in England. | ee 
‘Mr. Fitzgerald’s opinion was, that, according to the third clause of the fifth article of the 
Treaty between Great Britaiu and Spain, Slave Trade carried on for Spanish account, under any 
fhig whatsoever, was subjéct to the operations of the Treaty, and that vessels so trading might be 
visited’ did’ detained accordingly, Biit in the présent case, regarding the Swedish paper, from its 
aspect, and such examination as he could give to it, merely as a paper of measurement, and con- 
sidering the evidence of Roddy as more credible and better sustained than that of Krause, he 
héld’ it to be proved, that Zachariah Atkins, ‘of Matanzas, was part-owner of the schooner 
Jdseph, as well ds sule owrier of her cargo: his impression was also, that the embarkation of the 
eipht Slaves taken oh board at Bulola waé for the purpose of the traflick. He, therefore, 
thought that the vessel, and any part of the catgo that. might be remaining on board, should be 
condemned as lawful prize to the Crowns of Great Britain and of Spain. 
His Majesty's Conimissioners, tHus differing’ in opinion, left nu mcans untried to lead them to a 
Better and mote uniform understanding,’ but neither the additional evidence obtained, nor the 
refiedtéed conferences tpon the questionable points, led to any decisive result. No person compe- 
tetit to translate the Swedish paper could be found until the atrival of His Majesty's le 
“phigenia, from the eruize to the Southward. A Swedish Seaman on board of that vessel having 
ufnished a‘ translatio6, Which shéwed that paper to be merely a paper of measurement, Mr. 
3tegory recohsidéred the case, atid finally coucurred with Mr, Fitzgerald in a judgurent of con- 
Jemnation avuinsé the schooner Josépli. : Se en | 
a (Signed) E. GREGORY, . 


EDWARD FITZGERALD. 
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No. 14. 


My. Secretary Canning to the British Commissioners at Sierra Leone. 
Gin amen: Foreiyn Office, September 28, 1822: 


} HAVE to acktiowlidge the recei pt of your despatch of the 17th of March 
1822, (Spain), stating the condemnation by you of the Spanish schooner 

Salta, and inclosing your respective opinions on the case of that vessel. 

This case has received the serious consideration of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and, with reference to the probability intimated by you, that a dispo- 
sition to make captures int similar aivey is lfkety to arise from’ the jadgment 
you have pronounced on the Rosalia I lidsten to press upon your attention 
the following observations : 


The Freaty with Spain, under which: you: act, had limited the forfeiture of 
the property to ships having Slaves actually on board for illegal trade at the 
time of capture; andthe subsequent extension of that provisiér of the Treaty 
to the'cuse of a ‘'shiphavirig had a’Slave or Slaves ob board of her for illegal 
tride‘at anytime’ during: the voyage’ on which: she’ was detained, whilc it 
énabley you to: act up to that exterision} ‘strictly limits the propriety of con- 

_ détiination: to the cases which muy cbme under that extended provisjoti. | 
Ot'nb other grounds that on those stated in the Treaty, or subsequently 
agtded upon by the Hizh' Contractirig~ Partics, could a’ sentence of condén- 

nation be with propriety pdssed-upon'the vessel. a oe a 
Now, the opinion given jointly by you in the.case of the RoSahia,- js,. that. 
there was no sufficient proof that any. one Slave had been on board for the 
Bittdsée of the trdffibk ‘Before'the Captor boarded the vessel ; and that those 
laves who were subsequently embarked, were sent on board of the vessel 


= 
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from the shore at the instance of the Captor, who urged the Native C hiefste: 
this step, with a view to obtain a colourable pretext for her detention - 

You both concur in the opinion, that, under these circumstances, the 
vessel was illegally captured; and that if any one competent to represe@@mrt the 
-owncer had been present, it would lave been the duty of your Courtt@ order: 
her restitution. 

It is with much concern, therefore, that I perceive the conclusion t® wel ich, 
you have come, in ordering the condemnation of the vessel to the Cro~w ms of 
Great Britain and Spain; thus, in fact, going beyond the terms wf the 
‘Treaty, and sanctioning a capture, of which you very properly speak ire terms 
of reprobation ; preventing the restitution of the vessel, or her value, wasless 
aipon an appeal, and, if no appeal be made, perhaps entitling the Captors tg. 
bounties, as if they had made a meritorious seizure. 

Full justice is done by His Mayesty’s Government to the expression Off your 
earnest desire to act up to your instructions, and to the character you Lnold ag 
Judges to administer justice between the Captors and the captured, “‘ sta-sctty, 
impartially, and conscientiously ;” and due weight is given to the reasons 
alledged by you for the condemnation; namely, “ that there migh& thus’ 
‘“* exist a leeal custody of the vessel, and an authority for the conversion of the 

“‘ property.” But the poe taken to obtain this end, J amsorry to 
observe, is irregular, Under your apprehension of what might happen 11 
deterioration to the property for want of legal custody, directions might more 
properly have been given by the Court for saie of the vessel as perishable, 
the proceeds to be delivered to the Governor at the disposal of the Crow xs :=— 

but a sentence of condemnation, which, according to your own opinion, was 

. not borne out by the evidence adduced, should, by all means, and at ali 
other hazards, have been avoided.—It was your particular duty, aud I feed 
confident you will never again lose sight of it,. to decide conscientiously ac- 
cording to the Treaty, and to rely on the wisdom of the Legislature to pro- 
vide a remedy for the inconveniences that might result therefrom. 

I have expresscd myself thus plainly upon the subject, not from any doubt 
of your proper feeling, but to guard you acainst similar errors in future, lest 
the difficulties of your situation should lead you to do that, which, not being 
pursuant to the Treaty and Act of Parliament under which you are appoimted, 
may establish a precedent, encouraging British Officers to repeat a conduct 
so reprehensible, .as that pursued in this instance by the Captor of the 
Rosaha. . | Iam &c. | | _— | 

-_ | (Signed) - GEORGE CANNINGE-. 
Tis Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone. oo - | 
| Sates 
a No. 15. | i at 
Mr. Secretary Canning to the British Commissioners at Sierra Leo 72€- 
Foreign Office, September 25, 3 82? . 


IN reference to your despatch of the 15th of Décember 1821, rega 06 
the abuse practised by the Colonial Authorities of Spain, in the renewal oft 
Royal Licences formerly granted by the Spanish Goverument for cars“y ee 
on the ‘I'ratick in Slaves; 1 send to you, for your information, the transl ere 
of a note, dated the 3d of June 1822, r.ceived by His Mayesty’s Mica ast 
at Madrid, from the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs; by which ~ ¥ ye 
will perceive, that His Catholick Majesty has sent out orders for prevera t1D& 


a repetition of similar abuses. | e a 
| : Iam, &c. 


(signed) GEORGE CANNIIN G- 


His Majesty's Commissianers at Sterra Leone. 


‘GENTLEMEN, 
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: No. 16. 
Bh | | 
aa s o,e r ° ° 
- Mr. Secretary Canning to the British Commissioners at Sierra Leone. 
Nt 


GENTLEMEN, | foreign Office, October 25, 1822. 


| I have received your despateh, dated the 24th of July 1822, regarding 
Bf the detention of the Spanish schooner, Dichosa Estrella, in which the 
- attention of His Majesty’s Government is called to the peculiar circumstances 
7 attending the shipinent of the Slaves on board of that vessel, subsequent to 
her detention by His Majesty’s ship Morgiana. | 
The case of this vessel so much resembles that of the Rosalia, upon which 
: I had to convey to you the sentiments of His Majesty's Government in my 
2 despatch of the 25th of September, that I have on the present occasion only 
: to refer you to that despatch, and to communicate to you, confidentially, the 
: copy ef a letter written under my directions’ to the Secretary to the 
Admiralty upon that subject, so as to serve for a guide to you in as far as 


i your judgments may have to bear upon the point in seat in future cases. 
a 1 also send you the answer which has been received at this Office from the 
age Admiralty. Iam, &c. 

a (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


iis Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone. 


(First Inclosure in No. 16.) 


ir | 

2D | Joseph Pianta, jun. Esq. to J. W. Croker, £sq.- 

. { Confidential.) 

| ‘Sr, Foreign Office, Sept. 30, 1822. 

mn “IN reference to your letter of the 7th of March 1822, upon the subject of the capture of 


‘the schooner Rosalia, by Lieutenant Hagan, of the gun-brig the Thistle, I am directed by 
” Mr. Secretary Canning tosend to you, confidentially, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
Ms -of the Admiralty, the copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone, dated 
_ March the 17th; and of one, which, by His Majesty's command, Mr. Canning has addressed to 
_ His Majesty’s Commissioners at that Settlement, upon the subject in question: atd I am to re- - 
* quest, through you, their Lordships’ attention to this instance of the great misconception of the 
wers given to the commanders of His Majesty's ships, for enforcing the provisions of the Slave 
Treaties, and to the mischiefs which may result therefrom, unless due caution be_exercised by His 
“Majesty's Officers engaged upon this service. 
There can be no doubt that Lieutenant Hagan transgressed the bounds of his duty, in making 
‘himself instrumental to the shipping the Slaves, or the holding them in captivity, for an instant, 
though for the purpose of affording an occasion of seizure: and their Lordships will feel that, while 
it was the object of the Treaty to simplify the remedy against iNegal Slave ‘Trade, by the exclusion 
-of loose anil interested suspicions on the part of seizors, and thereby also to prevent cavils and 
-objections, and the danger of disagreements between the two Governments, the objects of the 
High Contracting Parties are likely to be defeated, by a conduct on the part of His Majesty's 
-OGicers, similar to that pursued in the present instance by Lieutenant Hagan. 
Under these circumstances, it will be for their Lordships to give such instructions as they shall 
think proper to the Officers under their controul, employed to carry the ‘Treaty into effect, with a 
view to avoid these experimental seizures in future, 


ee er 


Iam, &c. 
J. W. Croker, Esq. (Signed) J. PLANTA, Jun. 
&e. &e. he. 
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J. W. Croker, Esq. to Joseph Planta, jun. Esq. 


Six, Admiralty Office, October 15, 182<2_ 


HAVING laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your confidential letter of thee 
30th of last month, with the papers which accompanied it, respecting the circumstances unde 
which the Spanish schooner Rosalia was detained on the I )th of January last, in the Rio Pongas . 
by Lieutenant Hagan, of His Majesty's gan-brig Thistle; I am commanded by my Loris to ac — 
quaint you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Canning, that their Lordships bave directed tlme= = -.. 
Officer commanding His Majesty's squadron on the Coast of Atrica, to convey to Lieutenant Haga wa— 
their decided disapprobation of his conduct on the occasion alluded tu; and to issue such instruc — 
tions to the commanders of the several vessels under his orders, us may prevent the repetition oe 
such a proceeding. F 
Aud my Lords bave stated the circumstances of the case to the Lords Commissioners of His Ma — 
jesty’s Treasury, with a suggestion, whether there are not means to prevent Lieutenant Hagan’ s 
enjoying any advantage by his irregularity. 


Iam, &c. 
Jdouseph Planta, yun, Esq. | (Signed) J. W. CROKER. 
be. 8 &e. |= &e. 
"No. 17. 
Messrs. Gregory and “Fitzgerald to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Receivel 
May 10th, 1823.) _ 
SIR, Sierra Leone, Dec. 10th, 1822. 


WE have the honour to inclose for your mformation an abstract of the 
case of the Spanish Slave-trading schooner, Josefa, (alias Maracayeray 
detained on the 19th of August 1822, off Bonny, in lat. 3 N., lon. 6, 35 E., 
by His Majesty’s ship Driver, Captain Wolrige. 

The Josefa arrived at Sierra Leone on the 28th of September; and on 
the 5th of October she was condemned as lawful prize to the crowns of 
Great Britain and Spain, and the Slaves belonging to her were emancipated : 
they were one hundred and eighty-three in number. 

Any matters connected with this case that appeared worthy of particular 
notice are made prominent in the abstract enclosed so as not to require that 
we should trouble you with the repetition of them here. It seems, however, | 
to be a mere ordinary case of Spanish illegal Slave Trade. - 

We have the henour to be, &c. a : 
(Signed) hk. GREGORY. 


| EDWARD FITZGERALD. | 
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, : 
&c. &e. &ec. 


(Lnclosure in No. 17.) 


lbstract of the Case of the Spanish Schooner Jospra, (alias Maracayera) 
Joseph Moyano, Master. 


THE Spanish schooner Josefa, (alias Maracayera) Joseph Moyano, master and part owners ~ 
‘was taken on the 19th of August, off Bouny, in lat 3 N. long. 6, 35 East, by His Majesty's shi g» 
Driver, Captain Wolkrige. She had on board at the time of capture two hendred and sixteer® * 
Slaves. 7 oe 

The Josefa sailed from the Havannah, on the !6th of April, with papers for a voyage to the 
Coast of Africa, for objects of legitimate commerce ; ivory and wax, yold-dust and palin oil, are" - 
mentioned among the articles for which the Master was to trade, 

The passport is indorsed with an express prohibition against taking any slaves from the coast, 
under the most severe penalties of the Royal Orders, and of the Articles of the Code.—This pass— 
pot had been originally issued to Juan Bautista.Zavala, for.a similar voyage, accompanied with 


| 
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similar conditions, on the 11th of August 1821. Ye was renewed in favour of the new Captain, 
Joseph Moyano, by a note dated the 9th of April 1822, 

Another schooner, named the Galga, left the Havannah in company with the Josefa, apparently 
‘tor the same destination ; but having become tcaky soon after putting to sea, she was obliged to 
anake the best of her way for Charleston in order to repair. A cousiderable number of other vessels 
sailed at the same time under convoy of a French frigate, but it does not appear that any other 
but the Josefa and the Galga were destined for the Coast ot Africa. 


The Josefa came in siglit of the coust a little to the northward of Sierra Leone, on the 25th of. 


May: on the 26th and 27th, she-was in sight of Sigrra Leone. She passed on the following days 
‘by the shoals of St. Anne: on the 31st of May she was off Cape Mount. 

‘On the 4th of June she came te an anchor,in Gallinas roads, where the Captain went on shore with 

patterns of his goods, but not succeeding in his efforts to establish a trade, probably on account 
-of the full occupation-of the market by a French brig and shooner, to: which another schooner of 
ahe same mation was added in a day or two after, the Josefa sailed again on the 8th. Passing 
down the coast, the Master landed again-at Grand Bassa, and subsequently at Trade Town, where 
it was found, according to an entry in the log-book, impracticable to hold the trade. Qne or two 
‘schooners, apparently French, were hovering off these placcs. From Trade ‘lawn, the Josefa ran 
alirectly to Bonny, where she anchored on the 30th of June ; arrangements for obtaining a cargo 
-ot Slaves were commenced on the first days of July, and continued until the sailing. On the 21st 
-of July, the boats of His Majesty's ship Driver visited the Josefa, and Lieutenant Saumerer en- 
Morsed a note of the visit on her principal papers. On the 17th of August, every thing was in 
seadiness, On the morning of the 18th, the Slaves were embarked and the vessel sailed. On the 
‘same day she was seen and chased by the Driver, and was taken by that vessel on the morning of 
tthe 19th. On the 28th of September, the Josefa arrived in the harbour of Sierra Leone, and the 
Marshal of the Courts of Mixed Commission visited ber in pursuance of a general Order of the 
‘Commissioners, made with a view to ascertain, at the earliest possible moment, the actual con- 
dition of the negroes, in order that appropriate relief may be afforded without delay, in every in- 
‘stance in which the state of these victims of unfeeling and criminal avarice should render such 
relief necessary. 

The report of the Marshal gave the Court to understand, that the vessel had lost thirty-two 
‘Slaves in ber passage to this porr, and that of one hundred and eighty-three who remained on 
tboard, twenty-six were labouring under various disorders. 

This report was immediately tollowed by an affidavit from the Prize Master, Mr. Lane, stating, 
io addition to the circumstances mentioned in the Marshal's report, that the negroes were affected 
‘with that fatal desperation which so often impels Africans on board of Slave ships to throw them- 
-selves into-the sea, and to adopt other means of self-destruction. A petition for the immediate 
landing was dispatched without delay. His Excellency, Governor MacCarthy, having on similar 
information from the captors, given corresponding orders, the landing was carried into effect at 
‘six o'clock on the ensuing morning, and very soon after that hour the negrees were conducted te 
Regent Town, by settled residents of their country, whose conversation bad already relieved them 
from their terrors and put a stop to their desperate designs-of selt-destruction. 

The Master of the Josefa had been, at his particular desire, allowed to leave the vessel and to go 
.to Prince’s Island, on account of the reduced state of his health; the witnesses examined were 
Juan de Sierra, the second Mate, and Joze de Zabala, the third Mate, both of whom declared that 
the whole of the Slaves on board at the time of capture, were embarked at Bonny. 

The facts of this case being so clearly in violation of the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain, 
the Commissioners, without any remarks, adjudged the vessel to be condemned as a lawfulprize te 
ithe two Crowns, andthe Slaves on board of her to be emancipated. 

The Slaves on board the Joscta were all males, and with the exception of a very few, all full 
;grown men. Mr. Gregory having questioned the second Mate concerning the cause of this extra- 
ordinary fact, the answer was that they were intended for the coffee plantations, for which males 
-were better adapted. 

The cause of.not trading at Gallinas, was said to be the high price asked for the Slaves by the 
‘Chief at that place. 

‘Some seamen belonging to the Vecua and Icanam, taken by Commodore Sir Robert Mends, 
‘had embarked on board of the Josefa, tor a.passage to the Havannah. They state that the French 

vessel left at Bonny by Sir Robert Mends sailed shortly atter with a cargo of Slaves: another 
French vessel arrived subsequently. No Spanish vessel had been at Bonny since the capture of 
the Vecua and Icanam, until the Juscfa arrived there. 

With reference to the short stay made by the Josefa, and her touching in the same transicnt 
manner at all the Slave-trading stations along the coast as far as Trade ‘Town, whence she ran for 
Bonny, Mr. Fitzgerald has been informed by the traders of the Colony who resort to the Gallinas, 
that Spanish Slave trading vessels do not remain at that or at the neighhouruy stations unless they 
can make arrangements to secure an immediate supply of Slaves. Their practice is to ran along the 
coast, trying every place in succession, and not to remain stationary until they find a place where 
they can be suited. ‘The Slave ‘Tracers conceive that they, in this manner, avoid the exposure to 

the crnizers which must be incurred when the Slave Trading vessels remain otf a Slave market of 
slow and tedious influx from the country, and when they come to one where the factories are tull, 
they all calculate on getting clear of before they shall be discovered. 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. 
EDWARD FITZGERALD, 
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No. 18. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to the British Commissioners at Sierra Leone (cz 77 
thoee at the Havannah.) 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, May 16, 1823 ~ 
IN reference to the instructions conveyed to you by the late Marquess of 
Londonderry in his despatch of February 19, 1819, inclosing copies of the 
Treaty concluded at Madrid, September 23d 1817, for preventing illegral 
Slave Trade; and, in reference to subsequent Siresnondenee, regardin <== a 
proposed extension of that Treaty, I now furnish you with ten copies of Ce=r— 
tain Articles, explanatory of, and additional to that Treaty, which were sigra ed 
at Madrid on the 10th of December 1822, between the Plenipotentiar-aes 
of His Majesty and of the King of the Spains, duly authorized to that effeaet. 
You will consider these Articles as binding upon you, for the guidance of 
your conduct, in giving effect ‘o His Majesty’s intentions in regard to the- 


stipulations therein recorded. 
| Iam, &c. 


(Signed) 


His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone and the Hapanaah. 


GEORGE CANNING. | 


aD 
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No. 19. | 


Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to the Marquess of Londonderry — 
(Recewed July 21.) 


‘My Lorp, Sierra Leone, March 15, 1822. 


-WE have much satisfaction in being enabled to acquaint your Lordship, 


that the instruetions conveyed in your Lordship’s despatch of the 30th of 
October 1821, (received the 29th of January 1822), intimating, that the 
Mixed Courts should be considered as open to all persons, whilst the Com- 
missioners ate engaged in the exercise of their judicial functions, have been 
‘fulfilled in the British and Portuguese, as well as in the British and Spanish 
‘Mixed Court. : 

Although the absence of immediate judicial business rendered the duty less 
‘pressing in the Portuguese Court, we lost no time in making the proper 
‘communication on the subject to Mr. Altavilla, verbally in the frst instance, 
and subsequently by letter, of which we have the honour to inclose a copy. 
Mr. Altavilla expressed a feeling of difficulty in consequence of having re~ 
ferred this. point to his Government. © | 

On receiving the duplicate of your Lordship’s letter of the 30th of October, 
containing a postscript-with reference to certain documents in the printed 


‘correspondence, indicating dispositions on the part of the foreign Powers © 


-engaged in the Mixed Commission Treaties to comply with the desires of 
‘Great Britain on these heads, we availed ourselves of the opportunity to 
strengthen our representation to Mr. Altavilla by these authorities; and 
when, on the 2d of March, the Portuguese schooner Conde de Villa Flor 
was brought in for adjudication, we took the liberty to employ those instances 
for immediate-compliance with the object of your Lordship’s desires which 
the occasion required. 

‘Mr. Altavilla favoured us with the very satisfactory answer, a copy of 
which accompanies this despatch. * 

A preparatory sitting was holden on the 5th of March, at which a Minute 
of Court was passed declaring the sittings open; a copy of this Minute was 
afixed in front of the Court, and an official notification was. made to 
Governor Sir Charles MacCarthy, a copy of which notification, with a copy 
of his Excellency’s answer, we inclose. - a 

In pursuance of these arrangements, the Registrar proceeded, with open 
doors, to take the depositions in the -case of the Conde de Villa Flor, on the 
6th of March, and following days; and on the 13th instant the opinions of 
the Commissijoners.in the case were delivered in judgment in open Court. 


We trust that the.course pursued by us in these matters, will be approved - 


_by your Lordship. 
We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. 
_ EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
&e. &e.- &e. 


M 


42 Srerra Lone. (Portugat.) 


(First Inclosure in No. 19.) 


The British Commissioners to the Portuguese Commissioner. 


Sr, Sierra Leone, February 1, 1822. 


IN pursuance of instructions received from His Majesty's Government, having for their ob- 
‘ject to cause the Courts of Mixed Commission, established in this Colony for the prevention of 
illegal Traffich in Slaves, to be open to all persons when the Commissioners are engaged in the ex- 
ercise of their judicial functions, we have the honour to invite you to concur in an order 
and declaration to that effect, in the instance of the British and Portuguese Court. 

We, at the same time, have the honour to request your attention to pages 106, 134, and 161, of 
the volume of printed papers which accompanies this, in which pages you will see the opinions of 
your own Court, and those of the other Courts connected with the Mixed Commissions, decidedly 
expressed, in coincidence with the wishes of His Britannick Majesty's Government on this subject. 

We have the honour to be. &c. 
J. Altavilla, Esq. (Signed) FE. GREGORY. 
&e, &e. &e. | EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


«Second Inclosure in NoMA 9.) 


The Portuguese Commissioner ta the British Commissioners. 


(Extract.) Sierra Leone, March 5, 1822." 
NR. ALTAVI LLA presents his compliments to Messrs.Gregory and Fitzgerald, and, in answer 


to their note, begs leave to state, that be deterred answering their communication, in the liope of re- 
eciving sonte instructions from hisGovernment, on the subject of opening the Court of Portuguese and 
British Commission ; but, as none has arrived, Mr. Altavilla is not aware of any objection that can ~ 
be made tg the epening of the Court, and, therefore, coincides in the wish to render the sittings of 
the Mixed Court open to all persons, when the Commissioners are exercising their judicial func. 
ions, | 


(Third Enclosure tn No. 19.) 


” The British Commissioners to Governor Mac Carthy. 


Sir, 


a | | Sierra Leone, March 5, 1822, 

WE have the honour to inform your Excellency that, in pursuance of instructions. received from 
His Majesty’s: Government, having for their object to canse the Courts of Mixed Commission, 
established in this Colony for the prevention of illegal Trafiick in Slaves, to be opento all persons, _ 
when the Commissioners are engaged in the exercise of their judicial functions ; the order, of 
which a copy is inclosed, was passed this day in the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed’ - 
Conmission. . gal 

Some new arrangements and additional appointments of officers being necessary to the transac- | 
tion of the business of the Court in an open state, we have the honour to coimmianicate to your 
Excellency the following nominations; Charles Borrett, Esq , Marshal; Mr. Edward Beck, 
Deputy Marshal ; William Forbes, ‘Tipstaff; Abraham Hazlev, Court Keeper. 

We bey leave to request that your Excellency will be pleased to order that these appointments . 
he publickly made known in the Coboninl Gazette; and, as the object of the publicity of these ap- 
pointments is to cause the officers so appointed to receive the necessary facilities in the performance _ 
of their duties; we farther beg leave to request that your Excellency will enjoin all, and every, — 


[fis Majesty's subjects, to be aiding and assisting to the persons herein named, in the exercise of 
their official duties. - - : 


. : ; We have the honour to be, &c.- 
His Excellency Brig.-Gen. Su. Charles M‘Carthy, * (Signed) EH. GREGORY. 
&e. i. 3 EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


a 
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(Fourth Inclosure r2 No. 19.) 


Order of the Court. » 


Sierra Leone, March 5, ] 922, 
British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission, Sierra. Leone. 


‘Before Edward Gregory, Esq., His Britannick Majesty’s Commissary Judge; Edward Fitz- _ 
-gerald, Esq., His Britannick Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration ; and J. Altavilla, Ksq., | 
His Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissary Judge. 

Present Jas. Woods, Esq. Acting Registrar. — Tuesday, March 5th, 1822, 


Oapersv. —That this Court shall henceforth be considered as open to all persons, when the 
‘Commissioners are engaged in the exercise of their judicial functions. . 
By order of the Court, 
(Signed) - JAMES WOODS, 
Acting Registrar. 


{Fifth Inclosure in No. 19.) 


Governor MacCarthy tothe British Commissioners. | 
‘Sirs, Government House, Sierra Leone, March 8, 1822. 


‘IN answer to your letter of the 5th instant, received yesterday, transmitting a copy of an order 
‘which had passed on that day in the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission, and 
-stating that new arrangements, and additional appointments of Officers, ‘being necessary to the 
‘transaction of the business of the Court in an open state, and communicating to me the nomination 
‘which had taken place accordingly: I have the honour to state, that, agreeably to your wishes, J 
shall order that their appointments be made known in-the Gazette, and that I shall direct. all His 
‘Majesty's subjects to be. aiding and assisting the persons named in your letter, id the execution of 


their official duties. | ; 
T have the honour to be,&c. * 


E. Gregory, Esq. and The Hon. E. Fitzgerald. (Signed) C. MAC CARTHY 
No. 20. - 
Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to the Marquess of Londonderry.— 
4 (Recewed June 2.) 
My Lorn, Sterra Leone, March 20, 1822. 


FOR your Lordship’s earliest information, in a case of the utmost import- 


-ance to. the interests of the Treaties with Portugal for preventing illegal Slave 


Trade, we expeaite by this opportunity the opinions delivered severally by us 


in the judgment pronounced upon the Portuguese schouner, ‘Conde de Vella 


Flor, onthe 13th instant, in open Court. | 
The visible fact of a full cargo of Slaves on board of this vessel, and the 


interested participation of the Governor of Bissao in the property and em-. 


barkation of that cargo, were, upon due consideration, regarded by us as, 


afficient, and indeed a3 indispensable, grounds for a judgment of condem-. 


nation, notwithstanding the distinct breach of the prohibition contained in. 


the second Article of the Instructions to ships of war employed under the 


Treaties’; that, “ No merchantmen or Slave ship can, on any acconnt or' 


“© pretence whatever, be visited or detamed whilst in the port or roadstcad. 


‘© belonging to either of the two High Contracting Powers, or within cannon- 
‘© shat of the batteries ou shore.” : . 


Mr. Altavilla-concurred in the condemnation, with a reservation which he || 
did not fully explain, announcimg the intention of placing a written statement. 


in the hands of the Hegistrar. 
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We trust that this decision will be sanctioned by your Lordship’s appro-_— 
bation. | 

The case has, however, excited much discussion here ; and we have reason - 
to think that some degree of uncertainty still prevails among all parties con- - 
cerned as to the ultimate issue, not merely in the particular instance, but in 
respect to the correct understanding to be established in consequence, upon: 
the main points which the case involves. | 

We are, therefore, extremely anxious that the case should have the 
advantage of your Lordship’s consideration before any further seizure should 
be brpught under our view, attended with similar circumstances of locality, | 
without the same countervailing facts of illegal Slave Trade, and criminal par- 
ticipation on the part of the highest Local Authorities. 3 : 

he papers found on board the Conde de Villa Flor were very numerous 

and very important, comprizing not only documents clearly manifesting the 
history and character of this voyage, but of other voyages also of this and of 
other vessels ; constituting in fact a complete developement of the system of 
fraud against the Treaties carried on by combined operations, of which the 
Settlements of Bissao and Cacheo are the principal scenes. | 

A selection of the most material of these documents will be despatched by 
the earliest ensuing conveyance. | 

| = We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. 


EDWARD FITZGERALD.. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
&e. &c. &e. . 


(First Inclosure in No. 20.) 


MR. GREGORY ’s opinion, pronounced in judgment on Wednesday the 13th of March 
1322, on the case of the Portuguese brigantine, Conde de Villa Fluor, Manoel Antonio da Silva 
Brandao, Master, detained on the 2Ist of February 1822, by the boats of His Mujesty’s ship. 
Iphigenia, commanded by Lieutenant St. John Mildinay, acting under orders tron’ Commodore. 
Sir Robert Mends, and prosecuted in the British and Portuzuese Court of Mixed Commission, on 
a charge of illicitly trading in Slaves in the river of Bissao to the North of the Equaror.. 

The case of this vessel is of a nature which, whilst ic gives us reason to lament the obstinate 
depravity that bas been the cause of its being brought betore this Court, gives us ground to 
hope tbat the nefarious practices which have been biought to light, in the evidence pow before 
the Court, and in the letters found on board, which are under our view, will.be the occasion of 
the punishment of those who have, in this case, offended the laws of God and of their country, 
and will be the means by which the illicit Slave Trade will. be checked.in a Quarter where it. 
bas hitherto been carried on with impunity. | | 

This vessel sailed from Par4, in the Brazils, in the month of July last, with a professed desti-. 
nation for the Cape de Verd Islands, and Cabinda. She arrived at, Saint Antonio, and at Saint 
Jago ; at the latter Island she remained about a month, and then proceeded, not for Cabinda, 
but for Bissao. ‘The Cabinda of M. Brandao, as appears by bis papers, is Bissao; and it is worthy 
of remark that his Brazil associates in the trade have the sume idea of the situation of the 
former place, one of them in an account of Slaves sold at Paré in March 1821, for Brandao 
stated them to have been brought from Cubiuda, whereas it appears they had been brought by 
Brandao from Bissao. | | 

At Bissao the cargo was landed, and the*Master busily employed himself iu the collection of 
Slaves. At the time of the detention of the schooner the Master bad colleeted what he would term 
his. cargo. ‘The unfortuaate beings who formed this cargo, appertained, some of them to the 
Master, some of them to private persons of Bissao, and some to the Governor of Bissao. 

The letter that I have nosv before me, is addressed to Brandao by a man named Antoine.Leger ; 
it is dated Bissav, the 21st ot January 1822; an. extract from it is as follows :— = : 
‘© On the present occasion ] bave embarked on board your brigantine, Conde de Villa Flor 
** six assorted pieces (pessus) of this place ; their value is one hundred thousand reis each, and they 
‘* are consigned to you that you may do me the favour to sell them at your destination to the best 

** of my interests.” , . % 

‘Fhere is also the copy of what appears.to' have been a letter addressed by Brandao to the Ge- 
vernor of Bissno, Luis Freire de Andrade; it is dated at the time that the schooner was about to 
depart from Bissao, and is to the effect, that Brandao had received on board ten pieces .(pessas} - 
belonging to the Governor, which he would dispose of to the best advantage, 
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The word pieces (pessas) is explained by the word Slaves, in an entry or account (hat was made 
of some Slaves belonging to Leger, that were taken on board of the schooner. ‘These Slaves 
were entered with the mark by which Leger described his pieces. ; 

Besides the Slaves taken by the Master at Bissao, some were taken by him at the Cape de Verd 
Islands. And some, it would appexr, were to be delivered to Brandao at Bissao, fur account. of 
persous at those Islands. The followiug isan extract from a letter, dated Villa de Praga, the 1}th 
of November 1821, acldtessed by Franeiseo Cardozo de Mello to Brandao : 7s 

My triend, should my cousin, Senbor Pedro Souberve, deliver to you some logs of blooxl- 
‘“ wood (paos de sangue) on my account, I hope that you will do me the favour to receive them, 
“‘ and to take them with you to Maranham, or whithersoever you may proceed with your own ; 
“that you will take them under your own consignment, and do with them as if they bolonged to 
‘© you; and that on your tetura you will bring me their value in metal, or in goods upon which. 
“something may be gained here, In short, 1 expect that you will uct as if they were your own ; 
“and T have only to add my hope that you will give me the opportunity of serving you." : 

After the explanation, of the word pieces, I need scarcely explain what the term blood-wood’ 
means. It is apparent that by this term was meant, not logs of inanimate substances, but bodies 
of human beings, they being to be added to the stock of buman beings that Brandao was to 
collect for his own account. - -- = 
- Another letter, dated Villa de Praga, the 8th of November 182], is addressed by Antonio José 
Silva to Brandaa ; it is as follows ;:— | | : 
“44 My friend, wishing to avail myself of your gencrous and sincere offer, I take the liberty to 
‘« send by the present opportunity of the sloop, commanded by Senhor José Bernado Alfama, 
‘* and under his care, one, who is my carpenter, Francisco by name, in order that you may do me 
“the favour tu take him whither you-may be destined for my account and risk ; and that you will 
“* sell hin as a thing belonging to yourself, or to your friend, I remain under an obligation tor 
“‘ his freight, and all other expences that you may incur on his account.” a 

‘The Master had collected the number ot Slaves that the schooner was to carry, had 171 of them 
on board, and was about to depart from Bissao, when, on the night of the 2)st of February, the 
Conde de Villa Flor was boarded by boats sent from His Majesty's ship Iphigenia, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Mildmay, who, on perceiving that there were Slaves on board, detained the 
schooner. ; | | , | -_— Se 
- The declaration of Lieutenant Mildmay is to the effect, that he detained the Condede Villa Flor 
in the river Bissao for illicitly trading in Slaves. oe : 

Were the illicit Slave ‘Trade that was carried on by the Conde de Villa Flor the only point in 
‘question, the present case would have been decided on the conclusion of the examinations of the 
crew; but another puint, wheu those examinations had been gone through, arose upon the answer 
of Sebastiano Marques de Carvalho to the 9th interrogatory. | Carvalho said, that ‘‘the vessel was 
“at anchor at the time of the capture under the fort.”’ | 
- The question of whether this vessel cuuld suffer the forfeit of ber Master's illegal-acts, under 
‘the circumstance stated by Carvalbo, was to me a question for consideration, and:I trust, in conse- 
‘quence of the novelty of the case itself, that 1 shall not be deemed to have been dilatory in forming 
aD Opinion upon it, es | a, : 

To the depositions of Carvalho bave been added the depositions ot Lieutenants Mildmay and 
Stokes, which do not contradict the statements-of Carvalho. These gentlemen depose, the first that 
“** he does not know whether the schooner, or brigantine, Conde de Villa Flor, was within cannon- 
“** shot of the fort at Bissao ; that it was about hualf-past eleven o'clock at night, and quite dark, 
“* when he boarded the schooner ; and that he dues not know where the fort of Bissao is situated.” 
The second gentleman deposes, that ‘‘ he cannot tell whether the Portuguese brigantine, Conde 
“de Villa Flor, was within cannon-shot of the fort at Bissao, at the time of her detention; not 
“** knowing ‘be situation of that Place, nor even that there is a fort at Bissao."’ ie 

On the uncontradicted evidence of Carvalho J am required to pronounce my opinion on this 
ease. On the one side is a gross violation of the letter and of the spirit of the Oon- 
‘vention, on the other side is an Article of the same Convention, which torbids the detention of 
Merchantmen or Slave-ships, ov any account or pretence whatever, whilst in the port or road- 
‘stead belonging to either of the two High Contracting Powers, or within cannon-shot of the 
‘batteries on shore. , are: 

The opinion that I bave formed will not be given upon a solution of the abstract principles of 
‘the ‘point in question, for the application of these principles to the present case may be 
mere properly left to the High Authorities in Europe, hut my opinion will be given upon 
‘a view of the peculiar circumstances of the case itself. 

'- Here is a vessel that bas consummated an act that violates the very purpose for which 
the Convention was framed. Here is a man, the Master of a vessel, who has outraved 
the laws of his country, who has outraged the laws of God, by a series of systematic and 

‘deliberate actions of iniquity.—Here, I regret to say, is 8 person, the Goveruor of Bissao, more 
culpable than the wretch Brandav, who had neither character to lose, nor dignity of situations 

to sapport, because, so far from opposing these actions of iniquity, he, the Governor, is the 

‘foremost to encourage; to assist, and to join in their execution. j eas 

There is no claimant in this case. Shall J then, when these actions obtrude themselves upon 

me; take upon ‘myself to favour the Master, by rigidly deciding according to the abstraet merits of 
this case > Shall I cake upon myself to decide according to strict points of national law, and place 
inyself in the situation to favour a man whose crime is as glaring as it is iniquitous? J shall not, 
for in the present cuse I ain disposed to give to the second Article of the Instructions, intended tor 
the British and Portuguese ships of war employcdto prevent the illicit Traffick in Slaves, the most 
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liberal and enlarged construction that that Article will admit of. I am disposed to think, that, as 
a breach of trust, in a person who should be invested with supreme authority in a Colonial Settle- 
ment or Possession, never was contemplated by the framers of the Convention, so that breach of 
trust will be deemed a sufficient warranty for the detention of illicit Slave traders. In the casse 
of African freedom, in the cause of bunanity, such a case as the present, I conceive, will not be 
adjudged by the strict principles of the independence of Nations, but it will be thought that ex- 
traordinary conduct may demand extraordinary measures. This I say with due detereuce to higher, 
Authorities. | ; 
: In my opinion this is a case for condemnation; [ therefore say, that the Conde de Viila 
Flor should be condemned as prize to the Crowns of Great Britain and Portugal, for' ilteyally 
trading in Slaves, and that her Slaves should be emancipated, _. : 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 20.) 
Case of the Conde de Villa Flor. 


_ THIS vessel was taken in the night, between the 2Ist and 22d of February 1822, by the boats 
of His Majesty's ship Iphigenia, commanded by Lieutenant St. John Mildinay, acting undet orders 
from Commodore Sir Robert Mends. . — 

_ The vessel was taken in the river of Bissao in lat. 11 deg. 47 min. N. She sailed under Por- 
tuguese colours, and was the property of a Portuguese subject named Manoel Autonio da Silva 
Brandao, who acted also as Master. She had on board a tull cargo of 171 Slaves destined to be 
sold at Para, in Brazil, for the benefit of their respective owners, of whom, as it appears by the answers 
of the first Mate, Diego de Hoyos, to the 13th standing interrogatory, the Governor of Bissao was 
one. The fact of that Governor having shipped some of the Slaves, is confirmed by entries in the 
written memoranda of the shipments of the Slaves, and by other written documents found oa 
board of the vessel. | . . 
_.No claim has been given. The embarkation of these Slaves, and the destination and objects con- 
nected with it, are in the ordinary course of the illegal ‘T'raffick in Slaves, which the ‘Treaty and the 
Convention between Great ‘Britam and Portugal were designed to prevent. | 

No doubt or question could arise respecting the liability of this vessel to condemnation for 
violating the Treaty and Convention, if the circumstances of the Place in which the capture was 
made dig not intertere with the judgment, and claim prior and peculiar consideration, " 

The vessel was taken in the river of Bissao, an ancient aud well known Settlement of the Por- 
tuguese nation. The second Mate, Carvalho, says, in his answer to the 9th standing interrogatory, 

that the vessel was at anchor at the time of capture under the guns of the tort, This statement 
is not contradicted by the answers of the capturing Officers to the special interrogatories put to 
them upon these points. These answers go merely to shew that these Officers were «disabled, by the 
state of the night, from ascertaining the point in question with any degree of precision. The fact 

may thereture be taken to be as stated by Carvalho. a 
_. This brings the case to that particular exception contained in the second Article of the Instructions 
intended for the British and Portuguese ships of war employed to prevent the illicit Traffick in 
Slaves which instructions are annexed to the Convention, and, by the twelfth Article of tbat 
Canvention, form an integral part therenf. 7 a 

The second Article of the Instructions for British ‘and Portuguese ships of waris in these words: | 

¢¢ No merchantman or Slave-ship can, on any account or pretence whatsoever, be visited or, de-. 

*« tained whilst inthe port or roadstead belonging to either of the two High Contracting Parties, 
‘or witbin cannon-sbot of the batteries on sbore. But in case suspicious vessels should be 
** found so circumstanced, proper representations may be addressed to the Autborities of the 
«* Country requesting them to take effectual measures for preventing such abuses.”’ | 
_ According to this Article, the Conde de Villa Flor has been irregularly detained and taken ; 
but thie que-tion now is, whether that irregularity deprives the British and Portuguese Court of 
Mixed Commission of its jurisdiction in the case, | 
_ ‘Tt appears that this Article wes framed in the confidence which an honourable Government bad, 
that a-corresponding sense of honour would be found in the Authorities of its Colonies, so that 
not even a suspicious vessel could be found in any port or roadstead belonging to any of those | 
Colonies, without acertainty that upon proper representation to the Authorities of the place, effec- 
tual measures would be tuken to prevent such abuses. . 

If this case caine before the Court merely as a case of suspicion, however strong that suspicion 
might be, it is probable, indeed I may almost say it is certain, that this Court, insbibing the ho- 
nourable confidence upon which the second Article of the Instructions to British and Portugaese 
ships of war is founded; and giving to the Governor of Bissau full credit tor a disposition to fyl- 

fil the obligations of the Treaties of his Sovereign, and to uphold and maintain the laws otf bis 
country, with the good faith due tc his exalted station ; — It is probable, almost to very certainty 
J may say, that hs Court would decline proceeding to judgment uncer these circumstances, and 
would refer the business to the Governor, and to the legal Authorities of Bissao, with .a full 
assurance that justice would be,done by them. -Such.a ‘case of suspicion uf the strongest kind. pre- 
perly to be referred to the jurisdiction of the local authorities, may be supposed to exist ju the con- 
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tingeney of only a very small number of Negroes being found on board, without any circumstance 
vf connexion with those Authorities ; and a question being raised, whether those Negrocs were 
embarked for the purposes of traffick. Under the same circumstances of locality of detention, that, 
orany similar indifferent case, might be deemed such a one as would be, in strict propriety, tobe 
referred to the local Authorities of the place of detention. 
The third Article of the same Instructions makes provision for a departure from the strict : 
ebservance of the second Article, under particular circumstances, ‘The words of the third Article | 
are these :— a 
The High Contracting Parties having in view the inmenseextent of the shores of Africa to the 
‘‘ North of the Equator, along which this commerce continues prohibited, and the facility thereby 
“¢ afforded for the illicit teaffick on Points where either the total absence, or at least the distance of 
‘* lawful Authorities, bar ready access to those Authorities ; in order to prevent it,have agreed, for 
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‘¢ the more readily attaining the salutary end which they propose, to grant, and thev do actually grant 
“ toeach other the power, withont prejudice to the Rights of Sovereignty, to visit and detain, as if 
“* on the high seas, any vessel having Slaves on board, even within cannon-shot of the shore of their 
‘‘ respective territories on the continent of Africa, to the North of the Equator, in case of there 
“* being no local Authorities to whom recourse could be had, as has been stated in the preceding 
«* Article. — Un such case vessels 80 visited may be brought before the Mixed Commission in the 
“« form prescribed in the first Article of the preceding Instructions.” 

In the construction of this Article, with reference to the present case, there might be some rnom. 
to consider a Colony, the Governor of which is glaringly implicated in the illicit Praffick in Slaves, 
in the immediate instance in question, inthe situation ofa Colony, or Place, having no local Autho- 
rities ‘‘ to whom recourse could be had, as stated in the preceding Article.’ But I have been led 
to form my opinion on a more general view, comprehending the whole of the case as it now 
stands, : | 

This case comes not as a case of strong suspicion merely; it comes at the same time as a case | 
of glaring fact, of undeniable proof, and of full conviction. The offence of illegal Slave-trading 
is evident on the view; and is established, upon investigation, by the svritten documents found on | 
beard the vessel, and by the oral testimony of the principal individuals of the crew now on board, 
éactuding the first and second Maie, iu «heir answers to the standing interrogatories.’ | 

It is stiil further proved, by the same written documents, and by the same oral evidence, that 
the Governar of Bissao is himself an interested participator in the illegal embarkation, a certain 
portion of the Slaves being his property, some of them being entered in the memoranda as shipped 
end received from his official residence, as if all sense of decency was cast off from the Government-- 
house of the Settlement. Other inhabitants of the place are also concerned, some ‘ef them toa very 
considerable amount. — 

With this full conviction ; with the Slaves thus illegally embarked standing before the eyes of 
the Court; with the written proofs and the testimuny of present witnesses to the illeyality of the | 
embarkation; can this Court be bound to decline exercising jurisdiction, and to remit the cause 
to the Governor of Bissao, a convicted participator in the offence—to be judged by him, or by ; 
those associated in authority with him, probably associated also in this very transaction, aud 
equally interested in frustrating the course of justice upon it? | 

Kk appears'to me that such a mode of proceeding would be not orfly inconsistent with reason and | 
gustice, Dut wholly repugnaut to common sense, and altogether absurd. | | 

This onse, regarded distinctly from the local considerations arising ont of the Place in which the | 
capture was made at Bissao, is a case in which i¢ would be the unquestionable duty af the Com- 
fulssioners ‘to pronounce judgment of condenmnatian. — 

Considering the manner in which the Gavernor of Bissao is implicated, as well as other indivf- 
duels ef property and .appurent consideration in that-Settlement, I deem it nat merely a matter of 
fairly ussumable right, but a matter of absolute duty, to pass over all regard to the station and au- 
thority of that Governor in this case, and to condenm this vessel, as if his name, and that of the 
Colony over which he so unworthily presides, had never come before the Court in connexion with 
her, farther than tor.the purpose of being marked with merited reprobation. : , 

If the Person or ‘the Place be regarded, either in the view-of a.cliim to\privtleged exegption, team 
the application of the rigorous provisionsof the Treaty and Convention, or as having aright of pri- 
vileged and exclusive jurisdiction over all supposed violations within the range of their local av- 

. thority, they are in both views equally disentitled in this case. Their privileges under the Treaties 
are, in this instance at least, forteited by their gross and obvious violations of those Treaties, _ 

Some irregularity will, as o matter of eourse, be found.in.this decision by those who may be 
‘disposed to infer, from the circumstances of the detention in the first instance, as being contrary 
to ttre Treaty, in the departure from the restriction contained in the seconil Article of the Instruc- 
tions for British and Portuguese’skips of war, that.every proceeding, ‘founded-upon that detention, 
“must'be consequently arid progressively affected by that original vice. But in this respect there 
4s‘only a.choice of evils ; fur if this Court could altow itself to.adopt the ppasite. course, that ds, 
to decline the jurisdiction, and to remit the busiiess to the Governor of Bissao, a-much greater 
irregularity would be committcd—an irregularity: subverting one of the first principles ot the ad- 
ministration of justice—that no mancshall be judge in his own cause. By reterring this maiter to 
tire Governor of 'Bissao, not only. would a partv be made judge in‘his own canse, but @ criminal 
‘fender would be made his own yudge upon the offence which he Aud committed, 

‘Lhis.cate is. one ypon which a special report of all the circumstances must be made to both the 
Governnients concerned in the Treaty violated. Ie will be for them to decide whetber the juig- 
“ment has been formed with due regard tu their reciprocal engagements and obligations; gad if 
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those Governments should be disposed to think, which I can bardly suppose, when I look to the 
obvious facts and the unquestionable proofs, establishing the embarkation of a full cargo of Slaves 
at Bissao on board of this vessel in violation dt the ‘Treaties, establishing also the guilty partici- 
pation of the Governor of Bissao in thut embarkation ; if the Government should be disposed to 
think, which T can bardly suppose possible under the circumstances, that the fact of the detention, 
in opposition to the second Article of the Instructions to ships of war, ought to have made it impe- 
rative on the Court to dismiss the business from its jurisdiction, and to send it back to Bissao 
to be decided by the local Authorities ; it may at least be confidently hoped that the principles 
upon which the present decision is founded, will be sufficient to avert reproach from a Court 
enjoined to decide, not, aed according to the letter, but according to the spirit ulso of engagements, 
in the execution of which the High Contracting Parties profess a deterinivation to discountenance 
all manner of fraud ; for surely the gross frauds committed against the Treaty and Convention in 
this case would not be discountenanced if the case was sent back bence to be judged by those who 
committed them. : | 
The first pages of these observations were written without any particular knowledge of 
the difficulties presented by the passayes in the Instructions to ships of war, as considered iu 
conjunction with the special circumstances of the case by some of the Members of the 
Court. It appears that these difficulties have arisen’ trom an opinion of the propriety of 
severing the principal points which the case involves; and of investigating and deciding 
upon the regulurity of the seizure and the legality of the detention distinctly and primarily, with- 
out any reference to the point of illegal Slave-trading, however glaring the fact, however gross 
the circumstances of the violation of the Treaty and Convention must be admitted to be in that 
respect. I do not think this severance practicable in point of fact, for the same evidence which 
shews that the vessel was taken under the fort of Bissao, shews, at the same time, that the 
Governor of Bissao, and some of the principal inbubitants, were interested participators iu the 
illegal embarkation of the full cargo of Slaves found un bourd of her at the capture, and brought 
with her to this place for adjudication. 5 | 
It is altogether impossible to divest ourselves of the knowledge of the illegul embarkation of 
‘the Negroes, and of the criminal participation of the Governor and of others of the Settlement in 
that embarkation, so us to be warranted or enabled to decide on the bare question of tbe local 
legality of the seizure without any reference to those other important parts of the case. 
What is impossible caunot be required by Justice and reason, even in matters comparatively 
indifferent. But here the matters which in that view would be to be left out of sight, are of the 
. very essence of the justice which the Court of Mixed Commission is charged to administer under 
+., + the Treaties; and instead of being required: by any extraordinary effort to labour to place them 
: out of view, which is impossible, the Commissioners ought always to be studious and careful to 
. keep such facts before their eyes in every case in which they are found. 
A tair and solid decision can be formed only upon the full view of the whole case; and upon 
the full view of this whole case that decision must be tor the conden:mation of the vessel, and for 
. the emancipation of the Slaves. oe 2 | i. 
a. . The duty of this ‘Court’ ends here, but the consideration of this case cannot end bere; and if the 
ae bregulenity of the capture in point of local circumstances shall give rise to particular discussions in 
vc. higher Quarters, there cannot bea doubt that these discussions will ‘extend to and embrace the 
., atrocious criminality of the individuals connected with the illegal Truffick in Slaves, developed and 
any. /, Substantiated in the documentary and oral evidence which came under view in the course of the 
hod investigation, — a 7 Yee 


Pi Set vel oe, og a (Signed) EDWARD FITZGERALD, 


t. 


- = : ' 
: ‘ : “ ; ‘ 
’ : . _ bed . 
ks - ort tee - . D a 5 
of ak se en or | . : > : i N 21 
- a i oO. 

. oo oe b. ° . ote. dat ". , : e 2d ° 

ow a > hg ta * -eoc ; 

Q ‘ 


set tl. Messrs, Gregory and- Fitzgerald tothe Marquess of Londonderry. — 
sh ee (Received July 19.) a | 


‘ely i wn” . 
. 


aa ec a err id 


My Lorp, | _ Sterra Leone, April 30, 1822. 
'  \ “AT the close of the proceedings in the case of the Conde de Villa Flor, 
_we considered thatthe peculiar circumstances of the capture of that vessel, 
and the. disclosures made by. her papers, of the extensive illegal Slave Trade 
carried on at the Settlements of Bissao and Cacheo, with an active co-operation 
‘at the Cape de Verd-Islands, rendered it a matter.of duty tu communicate to 
your Lardabin, by a vessel then ready to sail for England, such information 

- respecting the case as the limited extent of the time, would admit. ' , 
-. “We-were sensible, at the same time, that larger details of the facts and cir- 
~ cumstances connected with the case itself. and with the stateafthe.SlaveTrade 
- in those Settlements, and copies of the principal documents by which the facts 
are authenticated, would be necessary to furnish your Lordship with the de- 
cisive information desirable in such an affair, and absolutely necessary for the 
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‘authentication of it against the efforts which will, without doubt, be made by 
tiiose implicated to create a disbelief of the shameful truths established against 
them. 

We will not trouble your Lordship with the difficulties which arose on the 
first consideration of the case of the Conde de Villa Flor. Atter a full deli- 
‘beration on the whole of the matters contained in the papers of the vessel, 
and in the oral depositions, we found chat by exercising our jurisdiction the 
facts in their full extent and enormity would be established beyond the pos- 
sibility of a question. The documents authenticating them would be indelibly 
Ree and placed beyond the reach of abstraction. The whole system of 
concerted evasion and infraction of the Treaties would be made notorious to 
the world in all its foulness; and the clearness of the conviction, as well as 
the magnitude of the offence, would raise an irresistible claim for immediate 
and satisfactory correction. 

We could not hesitate to take this course. Mr. Altavilla was also of 
opinion, that the Court, under the particular circumstances, ought to exercise 
jurisdiction. ‘The judgment considered appropriate to the case was therefore 
pronounced. | 

_ Mr. Altavilla expressed a wish that a memorandum should be made by the 

‘Court, against this case being considered as a precedent to authorize ge- 
nerally the detention of Portuguese vessels, placed as the Conde de Villa Flor 
was at the time of capture; but it was represented to him, that it would be 
best to leave to tle higher Authorities the arrangement of any question that 
anight arise upon the peculiar locality of the capture. 

Mr. Altavilla further declared his determination to represent the conduct 
‘of the official persons, so improperly concerned with the Conde de Villa Flor, 
An stating the case to his government. 

Your Lordship will see, an the papers which accompany this despatch, a 

roof of three successive Slave-trading voyages made by the Conde de Villa 

lor between Bissao, Cacheo, and Brazil. The first in 1819-20; the se- 
cond 1820-21 ; and the third towards the close of the year 1821, the return 
from which in 1822 was prevented, by the capture on the eve of her intended 
‘departure from Bissao. 

In the first of these voyages a fabricated log-book was made out for the 
return, indicating a Mele Cabinda. On the second return that log- 
book was copied and adapted to the new dates: no other alteration was 
‘made except in some slight variation of the ordinary remarks at the bottom 
of the daily, page, so as to give an air of novelty upon a light inspection. 
There is no doubt that the same original would have bese made to furnish 
Iaterials for another transcript on the return from the third voyage, if the 
capture had not cut off the opportunity. 

There are also genuine log-books for these voyages, which, although in 
some respects disguised, are by means of the latitudes and longitudes noted in 
the meridian observations, and by other unerring proofs, sufficiently indi- 
cative and precise in showing the real port of departure. The conveyance 
of a cargo of Slaves 1s se id mentioned in the log-books professing the 
voyage to be from Cabinda. | | | 

The Master of the Conde de Villa Flor, named Manoel Antonio da Silva 
Brandao, was also the owner of the vessel; he not only traded in Slaves on 
-his own account, as purchaser and proprietor, but he also took the Slaves of 
other persons on freight and commission, to be sold to the best advantage at 
.the port to which he was bound. In one instance so small an adventure as 
a single Slave is committed to his care in this way. ~ tg 

The range of these transactions comprehended the Isles of Cape Verd as 
well as the Settlements of Bissao and Cacheo, and that of Geba also. The 
Signors Coutinho Lancastre, lates onenngr of the Cape Verde Islands; and 
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Correia Barros, late Governor of Cacheo, are personaly implicated, as well 
as the Signor Freire de Andrade, the present Governor of Bissao. | 

In the log-book for the last outward voyage, the professed destination ts 
from Para to Cabinda, by the way of tho Isles of Cape Verd (com escala para 
Ithas de Cabo Verde.) tis probable that the prior voyages were in the 
same professed course. From the Isles of Cape Verd the ostensible track of 
navigation towards Cabinda would lead so nearly to Bissaa as to permit that 

yt to be entered without impediment, and probably also without notice. 
The objects of the co-operating traders may then be earrted on eonjointly 
at the Cape Verd Islands as well as at Biseao, by means of the constant fa- 
cility of intercourse. For the retuyn voyages fortune must have been trusted, 
and it appears was tvusted successfully, until the arrival of the vessel in those 
seas, in which the fabricated log-book from Cabinda would be avatlable. 

The principle upon which these false log-books are fabricated, will be seen 
in the coincidence of the way made in every corresponding hour of each suc- 
cessive day of the pretended voyages ; the observations of latitude are made 
ta evincide equally. The fraud is obviows upon comparing one with the 
other. But without that comparison the one employed for the oecasion may 
pass unsuspected. 

Tho accesses to Bissao and Cacheo are extremely difficult and dangerous : 
thav ave practicable only for vessels of small draft of water; and even for 
these not without the aid of experienced pilots. The French sclrooner, La 
Suzanne, and the professed Swedish schooner, Joseph, were several times 
aground in their approaches to Bissao, and could not find the right channel 
until pilots came to their assistance. The mbhabitants of the Brssagos Is- 
lands arc, moreover, so extremely barbarous and savage, that the Portuguese 
of the neighbouring Settlements who know them are alone able to hetd m- 
tercourse with them. ‘The boat’s crew of the Joscph sent to get a pilot from 
Hissaa, being induced to hand on one. of those Islands to get a supply of water, 
were robbed of thew boat and of their clothes; and the Master was under 
the ncoessity of ransoming them by the medtation of the Governer of Bissav. 
Some.of the people of the French schooner underwent simHar extremitics. 

There is reason to think that the Joseph would have taken m- a eargo of 
Slaves at Bissao, i# the market had not boen pre-occupied and exhausted by 
‘the purchases to supply the Conde. do Villa Ftor, and the. Apollo. La Sa 
ganne, although large purchases. of wax and ivory at the- factories in: the Bis- 
sagos appeared: to. prove tho reahty of ats intention to deal innocently rm ar 
ticles af country. peoduce, was not altogethor unsuspected of a disposition to 
take Slaves if a favourable opportumity had eceurred; the Master: of her 
having recently becn the commander of the noted Slave-tradine vessel, 
named La Schiolastique of Goree. 

The local circumstances whieh have been mentioned caused: Bissae te be 
regardec as a secure and unmolested seat for a covert and’ persevering Slirve 
Frade. Besides the repeated: voyages of the Conde de Ville Flor; the Apelfy 
bus, bees noted, in advices previously reeeived in this Colony, as carrying: on 
a, regular ‘Kraffick in Slaves from Bissao. and Cacheo-by the intermediation of 
the Cape Verd Islands. The Apollo escaped immediately after-the capture 
of the Villa Flos, carrying off her Slaves. She is represented to be # large 
vesseh, capable of carnying a considerable numbcr. Se 

'Fhere is.also found'among the papers on. beard the Conde. de Vila: Flor 
the log-book of a vovage to Bissao in: the. Spang. of 1821, by the-sehooner 
Bolla de Dros. da. Morgueivo, the. property of: Elias: Cotlho Centra offi Per- 
nambuco. This book attracted. the notice of His Majesty’s Commissioners 
in a, particular .manncr, as. the. same person wae owner ofthe Gaviee; ‘and it 
-was found that:a person. who. was eprelled‘or the- original: list- of the Gaviao 
‘aa fiteb Cheak (Jnsé Maria.de Azevedo), but- who, ae-it was stated/in evidence, 
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had left the Gaviao ts go on board another vessel belonging to the same 
owner, acted in that capacity in this voyage on board the Bella de Dros da 
Morgueiro. No knowledge is furnished by those papers respecting the 
return voyare of that vessel: but there is every reason ty believe that she 
carried back a cargo of Slaves. _ 

We do not think it necessary to trouble your Lordship with any further de- 
tail of observations, ‘he facts exhibited in the papers will themselves pre- 
sent to your Lordship, iti a more satisfactory thanher, the influences resulting 
from them, as well as the measures of reformation necessary to put a stop to 
the illicit Slave Trade, proved to be carricd on by means of combined arrange- 
ments and co-operating parties, at the Cape Verd Islands, Bissao, and Cacheo, 
including persons holding the highest Stations, and principally charged 
with the maintenance of the laws of their country, and of the Treaties of their 
Sovereign in eath of those Places. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. | oh 
EDWARD FITZGERALD, 
The Marqness of Londonderry, K. G. 
| &ec. &e. &c. 
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(Inclosure in No. 21.) 


Abseract of the Papers that were found on board of the Portuguese Sthooner 
Cunde de Villa Flor, at the tine of her ciptrire off the Fort éf Bissdo. 


- NS May 1919, a9-eppears by the laters No. b. md: No. 2. the schoonef Boa Uniao, commanded 
By Meatoel: Antero da: Silva: Brandao; was boarded Dy pirates néarty wi-hin sight of Para, into 
whieh port she wee ane tb enter, and wus tuken’ from Brandao with thé catgo that she had 
eon boar: Bernidso and hie crew were: get-on shofe- at alegert:-place at some lisfance froin Pare, | 
 Brere' is reason to believe. thet whew Branduo: wus berett of bis vexsel;- fre was on bis return from 
Hie Coast! of Aton (it al: probubttioy from: his’ favourite haunts of Cached und Bissao) with « 
exreo of Slaves | . 

* Bite: memorautie, No: 3; shewss that Brundao: intended-to proceed to thé Cape de Verd 
Ksltendd previuacty te tire voyage in wtticls he vas captured, where a sthooner’named the Pomba 
Fete whs to await iia avrival. And che‘letter No. 4: further indicates-this-intention of Brandao 
te: have been: carried inte effect: Fhe: writer of this letter, Doni: Antonio Coutinho dé Lancastre,: 
Exc governov awd Captain general of the Cape de Verd Islands, gives! as the reason why Brandao 
did not go to Porto Praya, because he, Dom Antonio, had surtendered the Governnient to his 
succes¥ox; Atowio Phstuh. ‘Elie Ex-governor:says’ in conclusion, that Btandao did right not to 
enter Poito*Pruga; a8 afidire’? were taking another turn, dnd there was: much discontent in conse 
querce.  ‘Ihis\ letter: further: makes mention: of sore’ Siuve-trading: concerns of the writer with 
Branders. oS 

Pusiclt: saeceeded Lansastre on:the 1 6c of Decentber:1818.. The-mémorandum No. 3. is dated 
Pura, tre Q&tly of May-1818,. FletPomba: Felix was to proceed'to the Cape de Verd-Isiand’ to meet 
Brandao, after touching at the Western Islands, so that the- arrival of Brandao‘at the first pated 
Hib neds niet liave beem odlculated 'tortuke plave at the-close-of the-year 1818. 

THe puper Nor 5 i¢'a copy of the-nttectation altuded to-in‘the-letter No. 4. 

TirNevember 1819; Brandac purchased the seliooner Condede Villa Flor: Having loaded-her 
with goods for the African market, he sailed in her from‘Parw on the: |st-of December, with-a pro+ 
fessed desviimtion for the Cape:deVerd Istands:and! Cabindd, ab {cis mentidned in one of the log- 
. books of thatvoyage. But the Cabinda'in this: instance, as inevery.othet that-has come under the 

view-of the Conimissionets, was Caches: : 

The paper No. 6; shews that Brandao was atCacheo-in May'!820, end the extracts from his: ac- 
count-ook, No:-7/and: No; 8,-shew that Krandao. laddealinps witlr the Governor of Bisstio, Luis 
Freire de Andrade, and with another person whom he styles Captain. The papers found on board 
of the: Gonile: de Villay Rfdc thhow bet litte on this voyage! The- system: of false log- 
eve Alaaiiiad is -sshewar- by: two: log-baoks' relating: to’ this’ voyhge' that were foufid with the 
otter! papers, 
| Ofevfthe lopi books, written apparently by Brandao, states the voyage to be ‘‘ from the port of 
“' Cabinda to thavoft Paratin the schooner: Conde dé Villa Flor’ with: Slaves,’’ that it commenced on, 
tle4@itof)J Gly 1826) amt thae? the latitade from whenec'he, Brandao, took bis‘ depatture ’ wae 
6 te. 37 nvin.-Soweli: Long. 1 3«lep.-4 min. East. | 

The other log-hook appears to have been written by tlre’ Mate, Diego“de Hoyos; it states that 
thy weighed ‘aichor* on tite! 3é-of July'1820:; om thesame chry they-saw Cape’ Rexo-at-the'dise 
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tance of nine miles ;- the Cape is stated to be in lat, 12 deg. 12 min. ; it is not said whether it i¢ 


north or south Ititude, but it mut, of course, mean sort, as Cape Koxo is laid down in Charts 
under the (2th degree of north latitude | From Cape Roxo the Mate takes his ** departure.” 

In September 1820, Brandao had returned to Para, as appears by the letter No. 9, that wae 
vddressed to him hy one of his friends at Maranhem, who hopes that the pext voyage which 
Drandao intended to make, would be more advantavcous, 

The paper No 10, dated September 1820, may relate to the voyage which Brandao had just 
concluded. Tt is signed by Fernando José ile Silva, the partner and associate of Brandao at Para, 
and expresses the disposal of 162 Slaves thar had been delivered to Silva by Brandao, 

On the Ise of October, as appears by a log-bvok, the Conde de Villa Flor, under the command of 
Braniao, sailed trom Para for Cabinda. She is found to have proceeded to Cacheo 4s 
usual, The details of this voyage appear more fully than those of the preceding one, and 
the trading concerns of Brandao with the Governors of Cacheo and of Bissao, and with the 
subattern Oiticers of the Garrisons of those places are brought to light. 

‘ne ietter No. HI, dated the 3isc of December 1820, is from the Governor of Bissao to Brandao, 
it betrays the Slave Trade that they were then carrying on, 

‘Phe paper No 12, is an official note of, and receipt for goods that Brandao had delivered to the 
Royal Treasury of Cacheo on account af duties of entry and exportation. A sum of 72,0U0 ceis 
is charged us a duty on goods received by the ‘¢ Governor." 

The number of Slaves that were on board on the [6th of April 1821, is shewn by the paper No. 
13. And the memorandum No. 14. shews how some of these Slaves were to be disposed of at ** the 
‘port of his, Brandao’s, destination" ‘Pwo were to be given to the Judge; one to the Judge's 
Clerk, or serving man ; one to the Cashier of *‘ the Englixbman; " two to the Governor's Secretary 5 
and two to the nieieli our of Brandao's consin ; some others were to be ‘* yiven or delivered" to 
diterent persons whose stations do not appear. 

The letter No. 15, is from Porto Praya, and shews an intention on the part of the writer to en- 
yave in the Slave ‘Trade with Brandao. 

The accounts No 16 to No. 29, expose the traffi k that was carried on between Brandao and 
the Governors of Cacheo and Bissuo, and with different subaltern Officers of those Settlements. 
The accounts with the two Governors clearly shew that they were the principal traders at those 
places; the account No. 16, exposes a sale that was made by Braudao of four Slaves for the 
account of Jose Correia Barros, the Governor of Cacheo. 

There are two log-books of the recur voy:ge of the Conde de Villa Flor, one of them is 
dated trom the 18ih of April !821; and the departure of the vessel is taken from the lat. of 
11 deg. 25 m. North, which is about the latitude of the entrance of the river on which Cacheo is 
situated. ‘The other log-book is dated trom the 2ise of April 1821; the departure” of the vessel 
is taken from Cabinda in 5 deg 37 m South Lat; it is, in regard to supposed solar and Junar, and 
other calculations, an exact copy at the log-book that was fabricated on the voyage from Cacheo 
to Para iu July 1820; and in respect to the observation, usually made on the weather, and.on 
daily occurrences, these observations are often copies of the same fabricated log-book. Ic is by 
this means that the illicit Slave-trader may escape trom those Authorities who ure not willing to 
sce more than the log-book of a Slave vessel, to sutisty themselves that they do not come from a 


part of the Coast of Africa where the trade in Slaves is proibired Buta litde search, and per- 


baps but still less inquiry among the Slaves of a vessel, would shew it to bave come trom Places 
where the traffick is declared to be abolished, In May 1821, Brandao had returned from Cacheo 
as apoears by the letter No. 30 of his friend at Maranham. 

The account No 31, betwixt Brandao and his partner at Para, Fernando José da Silva, exhibit 
some ems of a Slave-trading nature The nett proceeds of the sale of the Slaves of the last 
voyage (the voyage of 1820) sold on account of Brandao, is stated to be 21,372,300 reis or 
FI3HL sterling, There are some items by which Brandao is credited for treight of Slaves at the 
rate of 50,0.-0 reis for each Slave, or about Ul. sterling, By another item, Brandao is debited 


for 692.720 reis or about 2481. sterling, being the nett proceeds of the sale of the Slaves of ** the 


§* Governor’? which proceeds Silva had delivered to Brandao., 

On the 9th of July 1821, the Conde de Villa Flor again sails from Para tor Cahinda fader tbe 
command of Brandao, At the close of September she was at Porto Praya, and at the conimence- 
ment of October at Bissao, as appears by the letter No 32, which is addressed to the Mate, Diego 
de Hoyos. by Joao Pereira Barreto at Cacheo 

The let'er No 32, is addressed by Braudao to Jacinto Antonio Pinhel, his associate or partner 
at Porto Praya It wail appear that Brandao intended to put an eud by this voyage to his Slave. 
trading career, xs © provided that it were the pleasure of the Almighty that cvery thing should be 
placed § in sxafety,’? they would ‘ have reaped a good harvest.”. His nefarious craile: however, 


was spoiled by the timely arrival of the British frigate Iphigenia, and the harvest that he was about 
_ to store was taken from him. 


te would appear that Brandao shipped Slaves at Bissao for Porto Prava, in a sloop named the 
Maria da Graca, commanded by a person named Alfama. The letter, No. 33, mentions, that the 
sloop would take 74 slaves, it the family of Captain Marcelino, a person who is qeniiened: in the 


oc) Jetter, did not go inher. The memorandum, No. 34, shews, that the sloop made two voyages 


to’ some one of the Cape de Verd Islands with Slaves; the time is not mentioned. 
On the 22d of February 1822, the Conde de Villa Flor was captured at Bissao by bouts sent 
from the British flivate Iphigenia, commanded by Sir Rubert Mends. ‘The schooner had on board 


- at the time of capture }71 or 172 Slaves. 


“The memorandum, No. 35, states 109 Slaves to have oe received on board between the 10th 
of October 1821, and the 23th of January 1822, ‘The Governor of Bissao was the owner of 
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‘ome of the Slaves, as appeared by the depositions of the witnesses who were examined in the 
ease of the vessel. 

The letter, No. 36, relates to 6 “ pieces’? (pessas) that were shipped by the writer, Antonio 
Leger, with the mark N, The 6 ‘‘ pieces” appear under the denomination of Slaves, with the 
same mark N io the memorandum, No. 35. or 

By the letters, No. 37 to No. 41, it appears that Brandao had received, for. the account of 
some persons residing at Porto Praya, a number of Slaves, under the denomination of ‘ pieces’’ 
aud ‘* blood-wood,’" one Slave excepted, who is openly designated a carpenter. Brandao, 
however, in his answer, No. 33, to the man who sent the carpenter, terms the Slave a “* piece.” 
(pessa.) | 

* The letter, No. 42, terminates the exposure of the actions of Rrandao and of his associate, the 
aovernor of Bissao, so far as those actions relate to the Conde cde Villa Flor, This letter men- 
tions the fret of the account that existed betwixt them, and that the sluop, Maria da Graca, 
Temained at Bissao, and expresses that the Governor would deliver to her Muster whatever he, 
Andtade, coukl collect towards the liquidation of their account. . 

Ie is to be regretted, that some letters have been mislaid which would turther bave served to 
expose the delinquent acts of the Governors of Bissao and Cacheo. A brig, named the Apollo, . 
commanded by Antonio Daniel Baptista Barros, has been lately a carrier of Slaves betwixt Cacheo . 
and Bissao sud Maranham. A person named Joao Perreira Barreto, the writer of the letter, 
No. 32, and lately gesiding at Cacheo, appeared to be principally concerned in tbis vessel. The 
Apollo was at Cacheo or at Bissao lasi year for Slaves ; she was expected to be at Cacheo again in 
January 1822. She is said to be a large brig, capable of receiving a considerable number of 
Slaves. 

Luis Freire de Andrade, the Governor of Bissao, appears, by the paper Na. 43, to have shipped 
on board of the Apollo, tor the purposes of sale, 10 Slaves to the consignment of Antonio Joze 
Pinto, ot Maranham. The letter alluded to in this paper, No. 43, was amongst the mislaid 
Jetters; it was signed ‘by Andrade, and was accompanied by an account of the szle of the 10 
megroes, which uccount, it seemed to appear, had been transmitted by Pinto to Andiade. 

The letters No. 44 to No. 49, further shew Slave-trading acts and Slave-trading designs on the 
part of diferent persons at Para, at Bissav, and at the Cape de Verd Islands. a 

; : (Signed) KE. GREGORY. 
= EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


~* 


No. 22. 
Lhe Earl of Clanwilliam to the British Commissioners at Sierra Leone. 


‘GENTLEMEN, - Foreign Office, July 16, 1822, 


YOUR despatch of the 20th of March 1822, containing the case of the 
Portuguese brigantine, Conde de Villa Flor, has received the attentive con- 
‘sideration cf Lord Londonderry, and has been submitted to the King’s Ad- 
vocate Gencral :—It bas appeared to that Officer, and to his Lordship, that 
the seizure was not strictly agreeable to the second Article of the Instructions 
zannexed to the Treaty, and that the condemnation under those circumstances 
will admit of much question. | i. 

As the Portuguese Commissioner. concurred in the condemnation, though 
with a reservation, of which you were not enabled at the time to state the 
particulars, i am not to give you, in this stage of the matter, any specifick 
instructions on the subject in question, but am directed to point your atten- 
tion to the Treaty, and the Documents annexed thereto, and to the Act of 
Parliament founded thercon, as your only sure guide in the dclicate and dif- 
ficult situation in which you are sometimes placcd,—bearing in mind, that 
your object is to ascertain and to judge whether the vesscl to be adjudged has 
‘been captured according to Treaty, and, if so, whether she can be eondeaied 
accordingly. 

Iam, &c. 7 
: 7 (Signed) CLANWILLIAM. 
His Majesty's Commissioxers, 
Serra, Leone. | | 
re iG : : : - : P . : . = 
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No. 23. 
| Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to the Marquess of Londonde ~_ 
: (Recaved September 12.) 
My Lorp, Seerra Leone, July 24, 1823. 


WE have the honour to inclose in this despatch, a statement of the case of 
the Portuguese brig Des de Fevreiro, with the opinions delivered by us 
severally in the decision upon that case. 

The direct destination of the brig Des de Fevreiro to the Gold Coast, with 
papers, private as well as official, presenting appearances and characteristicks 
of innocent commerce the most specious and imposing, created in the minds 
of some of the members of the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission, 
prepossessions so favourable, that very decisive es Ne of actual Slave Trade 
was necessary to induce a conviction, that so much virtuous secming could be 
deceitful. | 

The abstract of the case will shew that this decisive evidence was found, 
not only in the testimony furnished on the part of the Captors, but in the ad- 
mission of those acts by the cooper of the vessel, who was in the first instance 
induced to deny them.—Concealed entries to the same effect, discovered in the 
ship's books, removed all doubts of the facts, notwithstanding the absolute and 
unreserved denial of the Master and of the Mate. 

We have not learned that the protest directed by the owner in: the event of 
condemnation has been made, nor that the copies of proceedings in the cause, 
and other papers to found a claim for the recovery of the insurance, have been 
taken from the Registry of the British and Portuguese Mixed Court. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. 


| EDWARD FITZGERALD. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. ; 


&§c. &e. &c. 


(First Inclosure ir No. 23.) 


Abstract of the Case of the Portuguese Brig Des de Fevreiro, Joao 
Vierra da Silva, Master. Eg | 


THE brig Des de Fevreiro, was taken on the Ist of April 1822, at Appam,-on the Gold. 


Coast, in latitede 5 deg. 16 min. north; longitude, [0 min. 13 sec. west, by His Majesty's ship — 


Iphigenia, commanded by Commodore Sir Robert Mends. | 

No Slave was proved to be on board at the time of capture, bat the Captors had information of 
the collection of a number of Slaves on shore. for the vessel, and ef the particular embarkation of 
ae others, who were afterwards landed for seourity until the whole cargo should be ready for. 
shipment. 5 

¢ case of the Des de Fevreiro is remarkable for the objects of innocent commerce, to the 

express and distinct exclusion of a trie in Slaves, declared in all those papers ; in some of thera, 
indeed, specifed so particulurly and impressed so strongly, that the most decisive evidence of 
actual Slave-trading was necessary to evanterbalance the favourable appearances which the case 
presented at the first view. 


The most particalar paper, in this view, is a letter from Ponna Maria Cerqueira, of Bahia, | 


Owner of the ship, aad of the principal part of the cargo, addressed to the Master, and conveying 


instructions for bis conduct during the voyage. This letter directs the Master to proceed directly — 


¢o the coast of Elmina, where he was to take a canoe for the mure convenient dispatch of his 
‘business. He was then-te proceed along the coast, bartering his cargo for gold, ivory, country 
cloths, and such other articles of African produce as he might think beneficial: he was to come 
to anchor in uny place where the number of canoes coming off should afford promise of a brisk 
trade. A hope is expressed that the innocence of this commerce will afford security against mo- 
destation ; but if any evil-disposed cruizer, not regarding that innocence. should, on the pretext of 
being engaged in illegal Slave ‘rade, seize the vessel, and if she should in consequence be con- 
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dewnred at Sierra Leone, the Master is: directed te enter his protest for the amount of £12,900 
sterling, and to take copies of the proceedings, in order that the loss should be recovered froin the 
insurers. | 

The Master, on his arrival at Bimina, took a canoe, as be was directed, and landed about one- 
half of his cargo. From Elmina he proceeded to Appam, where the rest of the eargo was landed, 
and where the transactions toek place which led to the seizure of the vessel. 

‘The principat individuals who eame to this eolony on board of the Des de Fevreire, and 
who. were therefore exaniined in the first instance, were the Mate and the Cooper. 

The Mate denicd, in the most absolute manner, that there was any connection with the Slave 
‘Trade. | 

The Cooper said, that the half of the cargo landed at Elmina, was intended to purchase gold : 
but, the half landed at Appam, wus intended to purchase Slaves ; he did not, however, admit that 
there was auy actual Slave Trade, and with respect toa girl brought on buard for sale, he said, 
that the Master refused to buy her because she was sickly. | 

The Captors produced as a witness, a person ef the name of Duncan, resident at Appam, in 
the capacity of trading agent to the Native Chief. This Duncan accompanied the girl here men- 
tioned on board-the Des de Fevreiro with her master, one Johu Cocraf. He proved that the Master 
of the Des de Fevreiro bad purchased the girl or taken ber in payment of a debt, and tbat the 
girt had afterwards been sent on shore because the Captain was afraid of the men of war, aud did 
not wish to lave any Siave on bourd until all were ready. 

Ocher purchases of Slaves on bourd were also mentioued by this witness ; and special interro- 
putories having beer in consequence put to the Mate and Cooper, the Cooper avowed these pur- 
chases severally, stating particular circumstances of the goods given in return, and excusing his 
teviner denial by attributing it to the influence and persuasion of the Mate, The Mate himself 
persisted hx his denial, aud attributed Duacan’s statements to the desire of getting rid of a debt due 
for goods sold to him from the ship. 

The Maeter having arrived mm the Colony at this stage of the proceedings, gave his claim, and 
‘suppertedc it by an affidavit, in which all concern with illegal Slave Trade was denied. He denied 
in like roanner in bis examinations on the standing imterrogatories, Bk 

Some entries, scrawled in one of the ship’s books, in characters which seem purposely formed so 
as to be scarcely comprebensibic and then blotted in the most material words, were made out to 
be neconnts of goods beartered for Slaves, and at the bottom of one there was an balf-blotied ac- 
knowledgment fur the receipt of thirty-five Slaves. This and some other similar discoveries deci- 
dedly turned the balance of evidence which already inclined to the establishment of illegal Slave 
“Frade in a general way on shore, end in particular acts on board, which were considered as em- 
barkations of Slaves for the purposes of the tratlick, The vessel was condemned as prize to the 
British and Purtuguese Crowns, avd the Slaves, ten in number, belonging to her, emancipated, — 


Sierra Leone, July 1822. (Signed) E. GREGORY. 
. EDWARD Fl'LZGERALD, 


(Second Inclosure in No. 23.) 


Afr. Gregory’s Decision on the Case of the Portuguese Brig Des de 
| Fevreiro, Joao Vierra da Silva, Master. 


THIS vessel was captured off Appam, in latitude 5 deg. 16 min. north; Jongitude 16 min. 
‘M3 sec. west, on the Ist of April 1s¥2, by His Britannick Majesty's ship Iphigenia, commanded 
by Sir Robert Mehils, who states in Lis declaration that he found her equipped for the Slave Trade, 
she having on board Slave-icons, platforms, and food used by Slavcs, us also that she hadtwo 
Slaves on board. . 

The avowed object of the voyave of the Des de Fevreiro was for gold dust and ivory, or, 
in the words of the clearance papers of Bahia, the port from whence she sailed, tu pursue a licit: 
commerce on the Coast of Africa, the traffick in Slaves being expressly excepted and forbidden. 

The instructions received by the Master from the Owner, Donna Maria Victoria Carolina Cer- 
‘queira, were to this effect : 

‘* You are to praceed te the Coast of Elmina with the cargo, thut is above expressed, to barter 
‘it for geld, ivory, cloths, palm oil and for other articles that you may think proper, the traffick in 
“‘ which is permitted by the Portuguese and English Governments. You ure awure that you are 
‘‘ absolutely prohibited to barter the cargo for Slaves by your clearance papers, which you will 
‘* receive a this letter. I therefore order you inthe most positive manner not to traffick, 
“¢ yourself, nor to allow any person to traffick, in Slaves, nor to bring back one single Slave, for I 
‘‘ do: not wish to transgress the law, even in the least matter, nor to incur the forfeituré of the 
“* security that | bave given.’’ 

The Owner further expresses herself, that : a Oe 

“*1§ any ssilduapoesd cruizer should net respect the innocent nature of sbis trade, and should 
** capture the brig as if she were employed in the prohibited traffick of Slaves, su that the capture 
‘* should lead to her condemnation at Sierra Leone, or. in a Court of Admiralty elsewhere, (which 


“* cyewmetence is not to be expected), you will make protest on account of the brig and ef her 
‘* eango, tothe value of twelve thousand pounds sterling, and you will procure » copy of the pro- 
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“* cess, sentence of condemnation, and of your protests, that with these documents the damage may 


“« be recovered from the insurers."’ . 

It is, therefore, consistently with this avowed object that the Master swears that he came to the 
Coast of Africa for gold and palm oil; that be traded for these commodities at Elmina, and at 
Appam; and it is agreeably to his instructions that he makes a shew of resistance to the preten- 
sions of the ‘ evil disposed Captor,"’ who has disturbed him in bis innocent trade. . 

‘Fhis trade was no other than the trade.inm Slaves, tour which the brig had come prepared to the 
Coast of Africa. The requisites for a. Sldve-trading voyage, irons, plattorms and food for Slaves 
were found on board. Ca 

A book in which entries are made of goods delivered to different persons during the stay of the 
brig at Appam, has an entry of ‘* 35 escraros” (Slaves,) written under the words, ‘‘ Dereme o 
Tapico,’’ (Tapico owes tome). The pen has been drawn through the two lust syllables of the 
word escravos ; and in another parc of tle same book there is written, ‘‘ Fre, 8. Reci, 26 es” — 
which ‘ es’—is, doubtless, meant to be the first syllable of the word ‘* escravos," and to serve 
as a memorandum of twenty six Slaves reccived on the 8th of February. A note is made under the 


words ‘* twenty-six ‘* es,” of six pipes and seventy-five rolls of tobacco, given, I presume, in 


exchange for the Slaves. There is also an entry of calavances and farina, which is food used by 
Slaves on board of Slave vessels. : 

The Mate, who bas been examined, says, that not one Slave was brought on board of the vessel, 
and that he did not understand that any Slaves were collecting on store for the brig. That the 
Mate should not know or understand whether any Slaves were collecting on shore, is not very 
likely, when he admits that sixteen or twenty sacks of farina, and about thirty bags of calavances 
were on board of the vessel, for what purposes he cannot be supposed to have b 
the platforms and Slave-irons were under his eye. ‘Lhe Mate also states, that he understvod from 
the Master that he was to receive ivory, gold-dust, and palm-oil in return for goods that he had 
given toa man named Duncan, and to anotber person. - 

Two Slaves are stated by the Captor to bave been un board of the brig at the time of capture. 


The Mate, in answer to the 14th standing inicrrogatory, says, that no Slaves, whatsoever, were. 


taken on board durivg the present voyage but those that were shipped by the Captors; and, in 
answer to the 13th interrogatory, he says, that the Lader and Owner of the ten Slaves at present 
on board, he knows not, as they were not laden on board till after the said brig was captured, and 
he was taken out of her by the capturing ship. Elias, the Cooper of the brig, states, in answer to 
the 14t: standing interrogatory, that the Captain purchased calavances at Appam, for the Slaves ; 


that the Slaves now on board were sent from the shore by a mulatto man, of the name of Duncan, 


but he does not know under whose orders Duncan acted. In answer to ,the Sth standing inter- 
rogatory, Elias says, that the brig was seized for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

There is a contradiction betwixt these statements, and the declaration of the Captor, that two 
Slaves were on board at the time of capture. ‘To remove the possible effect of these contradictions, 
there appear an affidavit of the person named Duncan, and the answers of the Mate and Cooper 
to Special interrogatories put to them on the part of the Captors. 

Duncan states, that he ‘¢ went on board of the Des de-Fevreiro, with John Cocraf; that Co- 
<* craf bad a Slave girl with him in the canoe, whou lie took on board of the brig, aud paid ber in 
<« part of the goods that he had previously received; that the girl was gagged ; that she remuined 
“* on board about five hours ; that Silva, the Master, told Cocraf that he must take her on sbure 
“'again, as he was afraid of the men of war.’’. Dumcai further states, that ‘*a Cape Coast an, 
““named Scipio Cuffec, sent a Slave down in his canve for sale; that-tbe Slave was taken to 
Mamfra, and then to the brig; that he (Duncan), saw the Slave carried: on board.” Duncan 
also states, that ‘* he was employed by the King of Mamfra to trade with the Captain,” 


- Lima, the Mate, admits that Duncan went on board of the brig from Appam; he also admits. 


that: Duncan received from on board aguadente, iron, sugar, and gunpowder; and that a mulatty 
man, whose uame he docs not know, who went on boud with Duncan, received aguadente, iron, 
&c. but that he understoud from the Captain that he was to receive in return for these goods, 
ivory, gold-dust, and palin-oil. 


- The Master, Silva, states, in his affidavit annexed to his claim, that he ‘ bad delivered a con-. 
 sidernble part of the cargo of the brig to one Duncan, tor gold-dust, oil of the palm, and ivory ; 


“that he (Silva), verily believes that Duncan was the person who delivered the natives of Alrica 


‘* co the seizors of the brig, for the purpose of having.the said persons put on board of the brig ;. 


“and that he verily believes that Duncan so acted in order to elude the payment of the debt be 
“« had contracted with bim (Silva), to a large amount.” ‘The Master further says, that “ the 
6¢ said Slaves or Natives of Africa did not belong to the brig.” | 


The Master here says, that he delivered a considerable part of the cargo of the brig to Duncan, 


and in the memorandum book of the Master there is au entry made of goods to some extent, 
under, the name of Duncan, of Mamfra; there is also another entry of goods under the name of 
Caca or Cacu, ‘So far Duncan's evidence is cunfirmed : it appears to be confirmed still further by 


the entries made in the memorancum bovk of twenty-six and ot thirty-five Slaves,. and by the 


auswer of Elias to the hfth standing inteirugatory, which shew the traffick in which Silva was’ 
engaged. sk ot. ae | 
I think, then, that it will not be too much to take the assertion of Duncan, that Slaves hud 


been purchased on board of the brig and afterwards sent on shore, rather than decide by the 


statements of the Master and of the Mate; the first being contradicted by entries in the. memo- 
raudum book and by Elias, and the second not credited. for his ignorance of the Slave-trading 
pursuits of the vessel, when a Slave-trading spparatus must always shew. a Slave-trading object. 


een ignorant, when - 
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Purthey, Elias, in answer to special interrogatories, sys, that he remembers. thdt ten Slaves 
were taken on board of the brig ; they were taken by a mulatto man; they remained on board am 
Weur ortwo; the Captain was then on board; they were purchased by the Captain, who paid 
seven rolls of tobacco for each; they were sent on shore from fear of the cupturing frigate, and 
tere landed at the port of Mamtra. 

Bias bas stated, that the vessel was seized for heing engaged in the Traffick in Slaves, and. in 
this he is confirmed by Duncan, and by entries in the memorandum book. It appears, from @& 
journal kept apparently by the Mate, that the Master was.on board of the brig on the Sth of Fe- 
Sruary, and on this day we find by the memorandum book that goors were delivered and Slaves 
received. And again it is found that the Master did not remain altogether on shore at Appam ; 
in the same journal we find it said, ‘* this day, the 15th of February 1822, nothing new: the Cap- 
“ tain on board.” Thes- circumstances, | think, corroborate the evidence of Elias touching the 
Perchase of these ten Slaves on board of the brig. Wish respect to the evidence of Elias 
regarding the girt that was taken on board, ft appears to be confused, when contrasted with his 
answers to the standing interrogatories, wherein he says, that a girl was taken on board, but 
Being in a bad! state she wus not purchased. ‘This does not accord with his subsequent declara- 
tion, ttrat a cask of aguadente was put inte the canoe which carried the girl to the brig and beck 
wgain to the shore, ‘Fhis wonld have the appearance of an exchange or purchase, whiel did 
fot take place, accordiny to the answers of Elias to the standing interrogatories. | 

On the whole, I feel it to be my duty to decide by the evidence of Elias, so far as it appears 
to be: confirmred, and by the testimony of Duncan, rather than by the evidence of the Master and 
Mate of the brig ; and giving it as my opinion that the Des de Fevreiro was enguged in the Trafiick 
in Slaves, and! that porchuses of Slaves took place on board of that vessel, Isay, that the Des de 
Fevreiro: should be condemned as prize, and the Slaves un: board emancipated as belonging to: that. 


vessel. 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. 


Mr. Gregory farther observed, that the. Captors bad abandoned the original ground of proceed- 
ing. against the Des-de Fevreiro, for having two Slaves on board at the time of capture, and had 
rested their title to a fevonrable decree on the growmd, on which she'was condemned, that Slaves’ 
budtbeen purchased on board and afterwards relanded. Mr. Gregory inferred, that the original 
ground of proceeding was not tenable, #s the mere proof of two Slaves for the traflick being on: 
Bourd: at the timeof capture, would at once have entitled the Captors to adecree of condemuation ; 
gad! Mr Gregory recommended that when vessels had not Slaves for the traffick on board at: tdhe 
time of visitzion, and: Captors should be of opinion that she had had-Slaves on beard, that thie 
Spinion should be-stated in the declaration, as the ground for proceeding againet the vessel: muct: 
trouble would be saved to Captors and to the Commissioners by Captors. pursuing such'a course of 


» 


(Third Inclosure in No. 23.) 
Case of the Portuguese Brig Des de Fevreiro. 
Opinion of Mr. Fitagerald. 


YH first intpression of the case of the Des de Fevreiro, as derived: from. the: perteat- of the 
papers of the vessel is of the most favourable description, These papers are very numerous ;.those 
of a public nature are perfectly regular, and they, as well as the private papers regarding particular 
adventures, indicate invariably a voyage directed to objects of innocent commerce, altogether divs 
tlnet from the Slave ‘Trade, and with strict injunctions:to the Master to use such care itt keeping 

6 @etr of that Trade, that neither by himselfnor by any other person, should he suffer eny-concera 
whatsoever with the purchase of a single Slave, so that no ground nor pretextishould exsist forink 
puting to him a neglect of the orders given to him, nor of the faith that'be bad pledged onthis head. 

The follbwing parayraphis, extracted from the’ letter of instructions addressed‘ty the. Muster-de 
Silva, by Donna Maria de Cequeira, the Owner of thet vessel, and of the principal cargo, will 
covey niore strongly than any description of the contents of that letter could, a persuasion that 
these instructions were framed in pertect truth’ and sincerity, and’ that tle innocent contmercerty 
Wiioh they were directed, was in reality the only description of commerce.in the contemplation: of 
the lady. The letter ie the paper No. 4, dated Bahia H6th: Noventber 1621 ; it commences thus: 

‘© You'are to make the best of your way to the Coast of: Elmina, with the cargo under your 
‘“ charge, to He there exchanged for gold, ivory; palm oil, and ail other kinds of merchandize witlch 
“vou may think advantageous, and'which are matter of lawful commerce permitted by the British 
‘and Portuguese Governments. You are strictly forbiditen to purchase Slaves as you are already 
‘aware, and asthe depatclies addressed'to you and the other documents stew, .atitl by this fur- 
Wer order you are absoltitely enjoined; that neither by yourself nor’ by any other.persois,-shatl 
cea to purchase or to deal for a single‘Stave, so‘that you may not be guilty of: the 
“'stightest transgresdion of the law, nor of the faith that you have'pledged.” 

Th Cie- sume letter, after. some directions respecting the vargo'in'geueral, and:the freighte-to'be 
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-charged on the private adventures, out and home, the intended course of trade is explained in these 
terms :— , 

‘* When you come in sight of Cape Palmas, you are to keep along the coast, ata distance 
‘* sufficiently near to admit the access of the canoes in which the black people come from the shore 
‘with gold, ivory, &e. and when you find that they come in considerable numbers, you are ta 
“* anchor, in order to carry on the trade with greater facility. This is to be done with the principal 
‘* cargo only, and considering bow little competition there is likely to be by means of vessels pro- 
** vided avith articles of this description for tbat trafick, Tam persuaded that you can sell each 
“ roll of ‘Tobacco for twelve or sixteen aquis of gold, each aqui being bali a drachm, and that you 
““* may get ten aquis for every can of aqua ardente.” 

Shortly after this we find the following :— 

** As the trade is legal, it is my intention to order an insurance, and therefore, in the event that 

“ any mischief should befal the carzo, or the appurtenances of the brig, through the violence of the 
** winds or waves or any other cause, you will take care that the authentications usual in such 
cases, shall be made in due terms by your crew. 
“* If any evil-disposed cruizer, not reparding the innocence of this trade, should attempt to make 
prize of the brig onthe supposition of her being engaged in the prohibited traffick in Slaves, and 
that you should come, in consequence, to be condemned at Sierra Leone, or in any other Ad- 
“miraliy, which J trust need not be apprehended, you will make protest on account of the brig, as 
well as of the trade, to the value of twelve thousand pounds sterling, taking a copy of the pro- 
“* ceedinys of the sentence of condemnation, and your protest, in order that by means of these do- 
** cuments a claim may be made on the insurers for the entire loss sustained.” 

These extracts are certainly of a nature to create a full confidence of the trath and legality of 
‘the purpose with which they were framed. The letters and papers connected with the private ad- 
ventures are uniformly of the same character, without a single indication of Slave-cading intent. 
Some of these adventures are of very small value, and are for the account of parties to whom the 
opportunity of making a litde profit would seem to have been given through motives of pure be- 
nevolence. Among these is a shipinent of aqua ardente, and some other articles for the account 
of Joaquim, a Slave of Donna Maria Cerqueira, the owner of the vessel and of the principal cargo. 
There is a shipment of twenty rolls of Tobacco by Douna Maria for the account of her Slaves, of 
Which twenty she directs that on the arrival of the vessel at the place of business, two rolls should 
be given to each of two Slaves belonging to her, serving on board of the Des de Fevreiro. 

Itis scarcely possible that adventures of such small amount could have been sent out with any 
Slave-trading design, and in those of somewhat greater value to which the desire of the greatest 
profit may attach itse-f, the directions concerning other objects of trade are so particular and so 
apparently sincere and natural, that Slave Trade must be suppused to be aliogether out of the 
contemplation of the parties, red | 

All these small adventurers appear to be persuaded, that the right of prior purchase, assumed 
for the principal cargo, will engross all the gold; they consequently express their wishes in a 
more particular manner respecting palm-oil and country cloths. One, whose shipment is more 
considerable, and who, by the identity of the band and trom other circumstances, appears to be 
the writer of the letter of instructions signed by Donna Maria Cerqueira, forbids the purchase of 
palm-oil for his yoods, as it is liable to become thick, and to waste itself, and to leak. He is 
particular concerning the country cloths to be brought to him, and he desires that the Master 
should bring half a dozen of superior quality in his trunk, fit tor bed covers, trot intended for sale. 

There is in all these letters a request to the Captain to employ the same zeal as if the affair was 
his own; and there is a general discretion to purchase, besides the articles specially mentioned, 
any other which he may think beneficial. Unless this discretion be supposed to bave reference 
to the Slave Trade, there is not one word in the whole collection of papers which points to that 
traffick, — a 
_ The part of the coast chosen for the station of this trade, and actually made the station of it; 
in conformity with the instructions and with the other papers, would seem very unlikely to be 
selected with Slave Trading views. The coast of Klmina, so near to Cape Coast Castle, one ‘of ‘ 
the principal British settlements, and a known station of the British Cruizers, would seem utterly 
incompatible with such a purpose. 

To these facts and circumstances we have to add a corresponding state of the log-books, which’ 
are without any entry, having reference to Slave dealing. I freely avow that thus far my mind © 
was strongly prepossessed with a favourable opinion of the case of the ‘* Des de Fevreiro.”’ 

The novelty of a Portuguese voyage to the coast of Africa, in pursuit of a commerce distinct - 
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from the Slave Trade, and directed exclusively to innocent aad laudable objects, would be, under 


any circumstances, sufficiently interesting, and that interest could not tail to be increased by the 
consideration ot the sex of the general owner, Douna Maria Cerqueira. | ve 

The admission ot small shipments, for the benetit of persons in that lady’s service, of petty: 
officers of the ship, and even of her Slaves, and more especially the shipment made by the lady 
herself for the benefit of her Slaves in general, are circumstances of a nature so singularly boun- 
tiful, as to enbance still further the favourable feelings already inspired. at 

How afflictin,, must it be to the best principles of our nature, if these appearances of innocence, 
of rectitude, of purity and beneficence, should prove deceittul, and should be found to have ter" 
minated in actual purchases of Slaves to a considerable number, and in actual shipments of 
Slaves connected with those purchases? Yet, atter a careful investigation, with all the prepos- 
sessions that I have avowed in favour of the apparent original character of the voyage, I am fully’ 


* 


conviuced that such actual purchases of Slaves were made, aud that actual shipments tdok - place 
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in connectidn with them. I hope, however, that I may be held excused when I avow myself still 


disposed to believe that the original instructions of Donna Maria Cerqueira were sincere, and that 


the abandonment of them arouse from the cupiditv of the Master of the vessel, and from the op- 
portunity, as he supposed, of making exorbitant profits. One-fourth of the benefits of some ot 
the private adventures was promised to him, and he might hope that great and unexpected gaia 
‘would reconcile all those concerned toa relapse into a traffick which, although illegal, can scarcely 
yet have begun to be regarded with the sentiments of dishonour by the inhabitants of Brazil. 

The evidence of the witnesses, who deposed to tacts of Slave Trading, did not in the first appear 
‘to me sufficiently to establish the material facts, so as to outweigh altogetber the favourable ap- 
pearances of the papers. The testimony of the Mate was entirely in coincidence with the papers, 
and in denial of Slave Trade. The Cooper, Elias, in bis first examination, avowed a Slave- 
‘trading intent in the-landing of the half of the cargo put on shore at Appam, and the purchase of 
Slave provisions at that place; but he did not admit any actual purchase of Slaves, and with regard: 
‘to the girl brought on board for sale, be says the Master refused to purchase her because she was 
ina bad state of health. He says that the Slaves now on board were shipped by Duncan, he 
does not know by whose orders. 


The person named Duncan was brought as a witness by the Captors. He says, that the girl: 


already mentioned was carried on buard the vessel in a canoe by a man named John Cacuf, whom 
he himself accompanied ; that he was present when the Master of the vessel purchased the yvirl, 
or received ber in payment of a debt, and that the girl was sent on shore, because the Master 
svas afraid of the men of war, and did not wish any Slaves to be on board until all were ready, 
This Duncan speaks also of a man Slave belonging to Scipio Cuffee, of Cape Coast, sent on 
board the vessel, and sold, and sent on shore again to the depdt, where Duncan saw him. It 
appears that Duncan was an agent for the King of Mamfor, in the Slave-trading transactions 


between that personage and the Master of this vessel, and that he was disposed to give his 


assistance in other affairs of the same description. He speaks generally of purchases of Slaves 
en shore by the Captain, which Slaves were kept by one Matthias, the Captain’s agent. 

The facts declared by Duncan, appear to have suggested special interrogatories, upon which the 
Mate and Elias the Cooper were examined. The Mate persistsin his general and absolute denial 


of Slave Trade, and attributes the allegations of Ducan to interested and corrnpt motives. Elias 
confesses the fact of the actual purchase of the gil brought on board for sale, as-stated by ~ 


Duncan ; he also avows the purchase of ten Slaves brought on board by another person, He 
explains his former denial, by some alleged influence on the part ofthe Mate, not adding much te 
his-own credit by admitting himself to be susceptible of such influence. 

Tn this stave of the proceedings, the Master of the Des de Fevrerio arrives and gives his claim, 
In his affidavit in support of the claim, he swears that the said brig was not engaged in any un- 
lawful Slave Trade, that she had no Slaves on board at the time of the seizure, that since the 
capture and detention aforesaid, certain natives of Africa, said to be Slaves, were put on’board the 
said brig, but not by the orders, concurrence, or assent of this deponent. 

In his examinations upon the standing interrogatories, he denies, in the same general and absolute 
manner as the Mate, all concern with the traffick for Slaves. _ 

Upon comparing the testimony of the witnesses on both sides at this period of the case, with 
due regard to their characters and situations, the balance of evidence inclined, in my opinion, to 
tie establishment of the existence of illegal Slave Trade in a very general extent, and also to yield 
proof of the actual embarkation of Slaves for the purposes of the traflick, as in the instances of the 
girl belonging to Jobn Cacuf, the man-slave belonging to Scipio Cuffee, of Cape Coast, and the 
other ten Slaves. : 

But it appeared desirable, in a case of this nature, presenting suchinnocent appearances in its 
original character, and supported by such ubsolute swearing on the part of the Master and 


the Mate, to obtain evidence more clearly, and more unquestionably decisive, than a mere prepon- 
derance in the comparison of adverse proofs. 1 suggested therefore, that the Negroes brought te. 


the Colony in connexion with this vessel should be confronted with the seamen belonging to her. 
J had found iu former instances that the recognitions of persons, and the recollections ot facts, by 
the Negroes, furnished the best means of correct decision amidst the contradictions of Captors and 
Claimants. In the recent ease of the Estrella, in the Spanish Court, the same effect had been pro- 
duced by this contronting. Jn the present case it has not been found practicable to bring forward 
the Negroes, but other proof, more than equivalent to any that they could supply, has been pointed 


out tome by Mr. Gregory, where it bad escapeda sufficiently miuute investigation on my own part, — 


In one of those intentionally careless books, in which entries are made of the dealings of Slave- 
traders, in such a manner as to be capable of assisting the memory of the parties without giving in- 


formation to an ordinary reader, there is an entry of the receipt of thirty-five Slaves. This entry . 


is at the bottom of an account ef goods furnished to Cacu or Cacuf, a person named in the course 
of the examinations, This entry, having been first almost unintelligibly scribbled, ts afterwards pur- 
poselv blotied by a stroke of the pen, but when decyphered, it amounts to this, ‘* Received thirty 
five Slaves.’”’—There are other entries of a corresponding nature, but less plain and direct. — The 
book is purposely without dates. But besides the name of Cacu, in the account just mentioned, 
there is a list of trading articles delivered to Duncan of Mamfor, which identifies it with the 
present voyage and with the transactions now under investigation. The single entry of thirty. 
five Slaves, in the dealing with Cacut, is sufficient to establish the falsehood of the Captain and of 
the Mate, in their denial of being engaged in the Slave Trade‘in any way; and the eltect of this 
falsehood extending itself to the whole ot their testimony, falsifies it in every point, aud confirms 
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‘the opposite testimony of Dunean and of the Cooper Elins; im regard. to the pusehase of the. 
Stive girl on board, and of the man Slave belenging to Scipio Cuftee of Cape Coast, and of the 
ted other Slaves. These Slaves fraving been on bourd for the purposes of the trafick, the violation 
of the Treaty is proved in the full extent, necessary to. warrant the condemnation of the vessel, 
and to make it the duty of the Commissioners to emancipate the Slaves belonging to her. 
(Signed) EDWARD FI'FZGBRALD, 


No. 24. 


Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to the Marquess of Londonderry. — 
= (Received September 12.) tf 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, July 74, 1892. 


WE have the honour to incfose herewith, for the mformation of your 
Eordship, the abstract of the case of the Portuguese brig Esperanca, which 
was taken with 149 Slaves on board, off the river Lagos, in lat. 6 deg. 27 m. 
North, on the 15th of April last, by His Majesty’s ship Morgiana, Captain 
Knight, and brought for adjudication before the Mixed Coart. Sentence ef 
sae ete was passed apainst the vessel ; and her Slaves, 147 in number, 
were emancipated. 

The only circumstance in this case that ts more than any: other entitled to 
the notice of Your Lordship, is the abuse of the permission granted by the 
Royal Passport to call at Saint Thomas’ and at Princes’ Istand, on the passage 
of the vessel to Molembo for Slaves. 

We have the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. 


ee ae | EDWARD FITZGERALD. 
The Marquess of Londanderry, Ki. G. | 
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CInetosare in. No. 24.) 


déstract.of the. Case. of the Portuguese Brig Esperanza, Placido Jose da 
| Maia, Master. 


THE brig Esperanza, Placida Jose da Maia, Master, was taken, on the 15th day of April 823, 
at tHe entrance of the river Lagos, in lat. 6 deg. 27 min. N long. Sdeg. 22 min. EB. by His Ma- 
jesty’s ship Morgiana, Christopher Knight, Esquire, commander, | 
~ ‘The Master and tie greater part of tle crew had deserted her, only eight seamen having 
femmired on board. 7 

"Phe Esperanza had on board, at the time of capttire, one hundred and forty-nine Slaves, 

Aatonio Jose de Souza, of Bahia. was Owner of tte vessel and cargo. There was a Royal 

passport, dated’ Bahia, tle 9th October 1821, for a voyage to Molembo, to bring thence four 
Hundred and fifty Slaves, being at the rate of five for every two tons, according to law. This 
" passport gave permission to call at the Islands of St. Thomas aud Princes, and this permission 
Nas been im this instance, as in all the others that have come under the cognizance of the British 
and Portuguese Mixed Court, employed as the means of facility to proceed tu-a Slave-trading 
station to the northward of the Equator, 
' Antonio Nunez, the Boatswain, and’ Francieco Nunez, a seaman, both of the Esperanza, in their 
auswers to the standing faterrogatoricés, stated that the Slaves found on board were embarked at 
Bugos. ‘The Esperanza liad préviously:touched at Elmina, where a part of the cargo was tanded 
to: purcliase beef’, firewood and water. ‘She then touched at Badogary, where also a-part of the 
cargo was landed, but nothing taken on board in return, The intention of this: landing must 
Rave been to purcliase Slaves ;—lastly, she came tv Oni, at the mouth of the river Lagos, where 
the Slaves found on board were taken it. 

The Esperanza was condemned as lawful: prize to the Crowns of Great Britain and Portugal, 
andthe Slaves belunging’ to ber wereemancipated,; These Slaves were one bundred and forty-seven 
in numbér; two having died on tte passage ftom ttie place of. capture to Sierra Leone. 

Sierra Leone, Jisly, 1822, — (Signed) E. GREGORY. 

| | EDWARD FITZGERALD: 
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No. 25. 


Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to the Marquess of Londonderry.— 
(Received Septenber 12.) 


My Lorp, Serra Leone, July 24, 1822. 


THE Portuguese polacca Lsperanca Feliz, was taken by His Majesty’s 
ship Iphigenia, Commodore Sir Robert Mends, in the River Lagos, lat. 6 deg. 
20 m. North, on the 7th of April last, with 187 Slaves on board. Being a 
dull sailing vessel, the Esperanca Felix was given by Sir Robert Mends in 
charge to Captain Leeke, of His Majesty’s ship Myrmidon, that she might 
be brought by the Myrmidon to Sierra Leone. The Slaves of the vessel, as 
also the Slaves of two Spanish schooncrs, likewise under the care of Captain 
Leeke, became sickly, and several died. Captain Lecke, considering that the 
bad sailing of the Esperanca Felix retarded extremely the passage of the 
vesscls to Sicrra Leone, and thereby exposed the Slaves to greater sickness, 
thought it advisable to destroy the Esperanca Felix, and she was accordingly 
destroyed. The Slaves were distributed on board of the other vessels. 

The case of the vessel was brought under the consideration of the Com- 
missioners, who decreed that the Esperanca Felix was justifiably detained, and 
was liable to condemnation at the time of her capture. Only 85 Slaves par- 
ticipated of the decree of emancipation. Of the remaining 102 Slaves, some 
perished through sickness, but by far the greater number perished through 
the melancboly accident which befel one of the Spanish schooners, the Icanam 
on board of which they had been placed. | | 

In this case, as in that of the Esperanca, mentioned in our last letter, 
there was a Itoyal Passport permitting the vessel to touch at the Island of 
Saint Thomas, and of Princes, on her way to Molembo for Slaves. Itis seen, 
that in this case, as in the other, the permission was abused. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) BE. GREGORY. 
EDWARD FITZGERALD. 
The Marquess of Londinderry, K. G. 
Se. Sc. Se. | 

P.S. We beg leave to enclose herewith the abstract of the case of the 

Esperanca Felix, for the information of Your Lordship. 


(Inclosure in No. 25.) 


Abstract of the Case af the Portuguese Polacca, Esperanza Felix, Joaquim 
Jose Brito Lima, ALastcr. 


THE Esperanza Feiix was taken on the 7th of April 1822, in the river Lagos, in the Bight 


“9 

of Benin, in lat. 6deg. ZOmin. N. long 4ceg. 12min. BK. by Elis Majesty’s ship Iphigenia, 
Commodore Sir Robert Mends. She had on board, at the time of capture, ene hundred and 
eighty-seven Slaves. 

The Esperanza Felix had regular papers for a voyage from Bahia to Molembo, a place in the 
possession of the King of Portugal, to the southward of the Equater. She had a royal passport 
tor three hundred and seventy-three Slaves, being in the proportion of five to every two tous, as 
allowed by law, and by the Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal, ‘This passport gives per- 
mission to call at the islands of St. Vhomas and Princes; and this permission, as it has beea uni- 
formly found in the cases of a similar description brought betore the British and Portuguese Mixed 
‘Court,.appears to have been cesignedly introduced in order to give opportunity to run into one of 
the more favourite Slave-trading stations to the northward of the line: at least the opportunity 
thus afforded, has been always emploved to ren directly to one of those northward stations con- 
sidered more advantageous for the purpose of Slave ‘rade, and Uaeretere generally so in preference 
by the unprincipled adveuturers in this odious trattch, . s | 


R 
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In the present instance, the station of Lagos, somewhat new in the Mixed Court, although well 
known in the old Slave Trade, has been preterred to the stations recently more visited, such as 
Calabar and Bonny. 

The Esperanza Felix having had on board one hundred and eighty-seven Slaves when she was 
taken at Layos, in lat. 6deg. 20min. N. would be liable to condemnation as a matter of course, 
if it could not be shewn in justification of the presumptive illegality that the Slaves were taken on 
board South of the Line, and that the vessel having them on board, came to the North of the Line 
through some legitimate cause, such as the dangers of the sea duly proved, or other cause of 
equally fiir admissible influence. The burthen of proof, in such case, is upon.the vessel detained. 
The provisions of the Treaty to this effect ure found in the fifth Article of the Instructions for 
Ships of war. 

With a view to the establishment of proof of the embarkation of the Slaves of the Esperanza 
Felix, at Molembo, and of legitimate cause for the deviation so far to the Northward of the Line, 
the Master and the Surgeon declared, in their examinations upon the standing interrogatories, that 
the vessel was proceeding from Molembo to Princes Island for supplies, but that she was driven 
beyond that island by the force of the current setting to the Nomhward, and being brought as 
far as Lagos, the urgency of the wants on board caused them to communicate with the shore for 
immediate relicf. They added, that the vessel was about to proceed to Princes Island trom Lagos, 
when she was taken. 

Some special interrogatories were put to the Master touching the winds and the current ; but 
the practice adopted on the recommendation of the Commissioners of examining some of the most 
intelligent of the Negroes, furnished « decisive refutation of the statements of the Master and of 
the Surgeon. 

These Slaves were found to be natives of the Houssa Country ; they dec!ared that they were 
purchased for the Esperanza Felix at Lagos, which is the gencral market for the sale of Slaves 
brought trom Houssa. These Negroes added, that the whole of the Slaves on board the Espe- 
vanza Felix, when she was taken, had been collected at Lagos, and had been embarked only ou 
the morning ef the capture ; they added, that they themselves had been put on board so short a 
time before. the capture, that they had not eaten on board. 

The Master being unable to disprove this statement, the cause was necessarily decided 
against him 

The vessel being a dull sailer was, soon after her capture, given by Sir Robert Meuds in charge 
to Captain Lecke, of His Majesty’s ship Myrmidon, that she might be brought to Sierra Leone, 
in tow of the Myrmidon, Captain Lecke bad also tn charge two Spanish schooners, the Vecua 
and Icanam, full of Slaves. Disease spread itself amongst these Slaves and amongst those of the 
Esperanza Felix, and several Slaves died. Captain Leeke, taking into consideration that a 
protracted voyage would be fatal to the surviving Slaves, thought it tight for the sake 
of humanity ta destroy the Esperanza Felix, whose bad sailing retarded in a very considerable 
manner the progress of the other vessels. Some of her Slaves were put on board of the Myrmidon 
and Vecua, others on board of the Icanam ; these last perished by the melancholy accident which 
befel that vessel. Eighty-five Slaves were landed at Sierra Leone, as belonging to the Esperanza 
Felix, these Slaves were decreed to be emancipatcd. ‘The judgment of the Commissioners as to 
the vessel, was, that she was justifiably detained, and that at the time of her detention she was 
liable to condemnation for being engaged in an illegal Slave Trade. 


Sierra Leone, July 24, 1822. (Signed) BE. GREGORY, 
EDWARD EITZGERALD. 


No. 206. 


Messrs Gregory and Litzgerald to the Marquess of Londonderry.— 
(Reeviv: cd September 12.) 


My Lorp, Seerra Leone, July 24, 1822. 


THE case of the Portuguese sloop Defeusora da Patria, an abstract of 
which we have the honour to inclose herewith, proves that the illegal Slave 
Trade is still carricd on at Princes Island. 

This vessel was taken on the 28th of April last, with one hundred Slaves 
on board, in the river of Old Calabar, lat. ddeg. 31 m. N. by the boats of His 
Majesty’ s ship Myrmidon, Captain Lecke. 

The Defensora.da Patria had sailed originally from Bahia, but had, it ap- 
peared, taken in a fresh cargo at Princes Island, to an inhabitant of which she 
belonged. The crew were natives of the Island. 

The vessel being destroyed as unseaworthy by the Captors, the decision of 
the Commissioners, when the case was brought before them, was, that the 
vessel was justifiably detained, and was liable to condemnation at the time of 


SH/ 


SirrraA LEoNE. (Portugal.) G3 


her capture. The Slaves landed at Sierra Leone, eighty in number, were 
decreed to be emancipated. = 
This case, added to the several which have been already brought under the 
notice of your Lordship, will serve to shew the necessity of some check being 
applied to the malpractices of the people of that Island. 
We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) E. GREGORY. 
7 EDWARD FITZGERALD. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, A, G. 
Gs 


Sec. &e. & 


(Inclosure in No. 26.) 
Abstract of the Case of the Portuguese Sloop Defonsora da Patria. 


THE Portuguese sloop Defensora da Patria, Caetano Raimundo de Novaes, alledged Master, 
“was taxen by the boats of His Majesty’s ship Myrmidon, under the commend of Lieutenant 
Elliot, on the 28th of April 1522, in the river of Old Calabar, in lat. 4 deg. 3) min. North; long. 
8 deg. 37 min. East. She bad one hundred Slaves on board at the time of capture. | 

There is some inconsistency in the history of this vessel and of her voyage. At the commence- 
ment she would appear to be the property of a person at Bahia, named Domingo Peres dos Santos 
Chaves, (a name yot unkaown in the British and Portuguese Mixed Court, as concerned with ves- 
sels engaged with the illegal Slave Trade.) According to the papers connected with this appcar- 
ance, the Defensora da Patria sailed from Bahia in the month of August 1821. She had not any 
Royal Passport, neither were the usual clearance papers from Bahia found among those brought 
jnto the Court, in connection with her voyage. According to the other papers, she was destined to 
Cabinda for the purchase of Slaves to be brought back to Bahia. 

A letter from Chaves, conveying instructions for the voyage, to the person in command at the 
time of sailing, named Manoel Marques de Loureiro, is dated Babia the [3th of August 1821, ‘This 
letter directs Loureiro to proceed with the sloop Detensora da Patria, under bis command, to the 
Island of St. Thomas, at which place he was consigned to Joaquim José de Lisboa, who would 
accompany him to Princes Island, where he was to place himself under the orders of Caetano 
Raimundo de Novaes, a person whose name was also somewhat familiar in the ears of the Com- 
missioners of the British and Portuguese Mixed Court, 

At Princes Island, it appears, a new crew was engaged, og at Jeast the ship's roll, as it was found 
among the papers of the vessel, was formed aud dated at that place. At the top of this roll the 
name of Caetano Raimundo de Novaes is entered as owner of the sloop, which is described as be- 
longing to Prices Island: Loureiro's name is entered after that of Novaes as Master. 

A regular set of clearance papers, dated 4th of February from Princes Island, describe the voyage 
as from that Island with a destination for Cabinda for Slaves. These papers give reason to sus- 
pect that the voyage of the Defensora da Patria, might have had its origin and commencement 
at Princes Island. The Master, Lourciro, examined on the standing interrogatories, gave answers 
in many respects inconsistent with the ship’s papers. He described Caetano itaimundo de Novaes, 
as a mere passenger, who came on board at Calabar, and who had uo interest in the vessel or cargo, 
although the name of that persan apncared on the ship’s roll as the Owner. 

It is not material, however, to pursue those contradictions, or to fix the location of the voyage, 
whether it may more properly belong in its origin to Princes Island or to Bahia. 

Loureiro admits, that after the departure from Princes Island, the course of the vessel was 
directed to Old Calabar, in consequence, as he said, of the strong northerly current. On the 
urrival at Calabar, the trafick for Slaves was commenced, and, with the usual facility of that 
great Slave-market, this vessel was found sailing out of Calabar River on the 27th of April with 
a full cargo of one hundred Slaves on board. This was not quite six wecks after her departure 
from Princes Island on the 4th of February, nominally for Cabinda. The Master admitted that 
the Slaves were taken in at Calabar. 

The Defensora da Patria having been, after a survey made, (which was filed in the Registry) 
destroyed by the captor, on account of her heavy sailing, it appeared to the Court, that the judg- 
jnent most apprapriate to the circumstances, would be, to declare that she was at the time of cap- 
ture engaged in illegal Slave Trade, and was, therefore, subject and liable to condemnation. 

Ic was decreed that the Negroes belonging to her should be emancipated. hese Slaves, 
brought to Sierra Leone on board the Spanish schooner Vecua, were eighty in number. 


Sierra Leone, (Signed) . GREGORY. 
EDWARD FITSGERALD. 
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No. 27. 


Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to the Marquess of saad — 
(Received February 14, 1823.) 


Extract.) | | _ Sierra Leone, September 8, 1822.. 


WE have the honour to Jay before your Lordship an abstract of the case of 
the Portuguese brig Estrella, of Bahia, taken by Decent Hagan, of His 
Majesty’s brig Thistle, with 296 Slaves on board, on the 29th of June last, 
in the vicinity of Cape Formosa. 

The Thistle arrived at Sierra Leone with her prize on the 1gth of Tuly : 
four of the Slaves of the Estrella had died on the passage to this river, and 
sixteen were infected with the small-pox, and a few others with ‘ulcers, when 
she anchored in the harbour. The vessel was placed at’ some distance from 
the other shipping, and, in conformity with the recominendation of the Medi« 
cal Officers, the Slaves were landed on the day after their arrival, the infected 
Slaves were removed by the direction of His Excellency the Governor, to ah 
Hospital at some distance from the town. We have not heard that the i in- 
fectious disorder brought by these Slaves has spread beyond their own circle. 

In the inclosed abstract of the casc of the Estrella, it is mentioned that Lieut 
tenant Hagan endorsed the papers of the vessel on visiting her, as slie ee 
sd — Coast Castle on the 17th of April last. ‘eS 
: | (Signed) IE. GREGORY. oe 

: | _ _ EDWARD FITZGERALD. 
| 7 he le Mage of Londovderrr y, K. G.. 


om ¢ | &e. &c. 


ee - — - nclosure i: in No. 27 ) 


Abvtract caf the Case ¥. the Portus guese Brig Estrella, Manoel Pere eira dos 
Santos, Master. a 


“THE -Estrella was fitted out at Bahia, be the Owner, Manoel Francisco: acer: for : a Slaves 
trading voyage to Molembo, South of the E quator, Her clearance: papers and passport for the 
.traffick were perfectly regular ; by the last document she was permitted to call at Princes and at 
Saint Thomas’s in her way to Molembo, The’ permission to touch at those Islands, the illicit 

dealer in Slaves may sappose to be a protection to him, should he fall in with any‘ cruizer in their 
vicinity: - 

‘It does not appear that the Estrella touched at Princes’, or at Saint Thomas’ $s; but the contin- 
gency of her stopping ut Princes, was provided for by the instructions of the Owner, to the 
Mastcr, that on bis arrival at that place, he shonld address himself to Mayor Jose Xavier Gonzaga 
de Sa, one of the Members of the Governing Junta of the Island, and a chief illegal Slave ‘Trader 
there. It would appear that the vessel nm: ade the Coast of Africa in tbe vicinity of Cape Palmas. 
QOn the 13th of April, she anchored at EF} innina, for the purpose, as is stated ina log-huok, **of 
** trading and of purchasing canoes.” Ou the 17th of April she lett Elmina, and was aboitt to 
pass by Cape Coast Castle, when she was visited by Lieutenant Hagan, of ‘His Muayjesty's brig 

Thistle, who having indorsed her papers, sutfered ner to pass on, as she was not liabie to gelentiun 
ander the Conveution. 

Phe Estrella: anchored, off Badagary on, the 2oth of April, and Paci paki in Staves’ 

: “about the 2Uth of June she ieft the Coast, and on the 9th of the same month, nes wus met with, 
and visited by Lieutenant Hagan, who, at this time, found on board 296 Slaves. : a 

The Master, on his examination heres had the presumption to state-that he took | in the Slaves 
at Molembo ; he was positively contradicted by the Mate and a seaman, who declared that the 

‘Slaves had beet purchased and put on board at Onim and at Lagos. 

The Comuiissioners, when the.case came before them on tlre 6th of August, decided, by what 
avas so apparent, that the Slaves had been taken in an illegal traffick, and decreed that the Estrella 
Should me condenmed.a as Pi tae, and the Slaves, 292 in nuuuber,-emancipated, 


Signed) © | E. GREGORY. 
ai eared FITZGERALD. 


: + 
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No. 28. 


Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to the Marquess of Londonderry.— 
(Received February 14, 1823.) 


My Lorp, Sierra Leone, September 10, 1822. 


IN the despatch which we had the honour to address to Your Lordship | 
under date of the 24th of July last, we laid before Your Lordship the 
case of a vessel belonging to Princes Island, that had been captured in the 
act of conveying Slaves, acquired by an illegal traffick, from Calabar River to 
Princes, and we took the liberty to state the necessity that some check should | 
be applied to the malpractices of the people of that Island. The necessity . 
that some check should be put to the Slave Trade in that Quarter, is néw 
rendered more evident by the case of the schooner-boat Sax Jose Xalaca, an 
abstract of which we have the honour to inclose herewith. 

This vessel belonged to Princes, and was owned by a relative of one of the 
principal persons of the Island, the same who was engaged in the expedition 
of the schooner Conceiciio, that was detained and condemned last year fora 


‘breach of the Convention. ‘The San Jose Xalaca cleared out from Princes 


for Cabinda, but went direct to Calabar river, where she took in thirty Slaves. 

The miseries attendant on this traffick are exemplified by the present case. 
It would appear that the system by which the illicit Slave Trade is pursued 
by the people of Princes Island, is to send small vessels to the large rivers in 
the vicinity of the Island, these vessels being more likely to escape detection 
and to be more readily supplied with Slaves to feed the market at Princes. 
Such were the vessels detained by Sir George Collier in the year 1819; such 
the noted Nova Felicidade; such the Conceicdo and Defensora da Patria. 
Accommodation on board these vessels there cannot be any, and when the 
voyage be in the least protracted, as in the case of the Nova Felicidade, and 
as in the present case, from unfavourable weather and from the ignorance and 
unskilfulness: of the Masters, the consequence to the Slaves must be a state 
of extreme suffering. Although the distance betwixt Princes and the entrance. 
of the Calabar, be only such as may be passed in five or six days in favourable 
weather, the San Jose Xalaca was six weeks at sea, after leaving the Calabar, 
and ten Slaves perished absolutely through hunger and thirst. 

To root out the nefarious traffick of Princes Island will not certainly be an 
easy task; but we apprehend, My Lord, that if the provisions and penalties 
of the Portuguese Alvara, prohibtiing the Slave Trade to the north of the 
Equator, should be enforced by the Portuguese Authorities, but more par- 
ticularly if some mode could be adopted by which convicted Slave-dealers 
might be sent to a Portuguese Settlement, in order to their trial and transpor- 
tation to Mozambique, that the illicit Slave Trade would not be so inviting 
to the traffickers at Princes, whogenerally, when brought to this Colony, shew 
great dread of being transported to the eastern possessions of the Portuguese 
ain Aftiea. 7 


We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) E. GREGORY. 
EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


es 


The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
&ec. | &e. ! 
Ss 
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(Inclosure in No. 28.) 


Abstract of the Case of the Portuguese Schooner-boat, San Joze Xalaca, 
Antonio Joachim de Trinidade, Master. 


THE vessel which is the subject of this case belonged to Prince's Island, and was owned, ap- 
parently, by Donna Maria da Cruz, a near relative ot Jose Xavier Gonzaga de Sa, a Member of 
the Governing Junta of the Island. The boat was laden at Princes with goods for the Slave 
Trade ; her crew was composed of nine men, natives of Princes, and her Master, it is presumed, 
was the same person who commanded the schooner boat, ** Nova Felicidade," belonging to Fer- 
ricra Gomez, lute Governor of that Island, at the time of ber capture by His Majesty's ship 
Vheasant. 

The boat had some Slave-trading clearance papers for Cuabinda, south of the Line; she had no 
royal passport, but simply a pass, dated 26th of March 1822, und signed by Joze Xavier Gonzaga 
de Sa. She sailed on the 27th of March from Princes, and on the 23d of the following June she 
was captured in Old Calabar River, in lat. 4 deg. 40 min. North, by the boats of His Majesty's 
brig Thistle, comnranded by Lieutenant Hagan. ‘Twenty Slaves were delivered up by the 
native Chief at Calabar as belonging to the vessel, which, on a survey held upon ber by the 
Officers of the Thistle, was destroyed as unseaworthy ; the Master and crew remained at Calabar. 

The evidence of Mr. Batt, the Officer commanding the capturing boats, and the evidence of 
some of the Slaves, exhibit horrors which are attendant on the Slave Trade, and horrors 
which must, in most cases, be a consequence of the system by which the illegal Slave Trade is 
carried on betwixt Princes and the Great Rivers in its vicinity to the northward of the Equator. 

It appears, from the information given to Mr. Batt by the Master of the schooner-boat, that 
on the arrival of the vessel at Calabar, the Traffick in Slaves was commenced, and that thirty Slaves 
were purchased. These Slaves were put on board of the boat, and the Master made sail for 
Princes: his endeavours to reach that Island were unsuecesstul, owing to the prevalence of con- 
trary winds and strong currents setting from the Island, When they had been some time at sea, 
their provisions began to fail, and the scanty daily allowance of the Slaves was reduced to one 

vam for three Slaves : subsequently the provisions and water failed altogether: ten Slaves died 
through hunger and thirst, and the rest must have also perished, had not the return of the vessel 
to C nlabar, aiter being six weeks at sea, brought relief to the suffering wretches. “Mr Batt says, 
‘* that the twenty Slaves, when found on board by bim, were in the most deplomble state of 
‘* emaciation, and bore evident marks of the privations to which they had been subjected." And, 
indeed, it is a matter of wonder how these Slaves survived the hardships of their situation, when, 
besides being but scantily fed, and it is to be supposed manacled together, they were cooped up 
in a vessel of only seven tons burthen, and having no other shelter (if shelter it could be either to 
them or to the crew) but what could be afforded by the space betwixt the water casks and the 
deck, a space of seven inches. 

‘the surviving twenty Slaves having been demanded of, and delivered by, the Native Chief of. 
Calabar, they, with the exception of three who died on board, were brought to Sierra Leone in the 
Thistle. Proceedings were instituted as against the vessel; the judgment of the Mixed Court was, 
that she had been legally detained, and was liableto condemnation at the time of her capture, under 
the terms of the additional Article to the Convention, for having Slaves on board for the waffick : 
the Slaves, seventeen in number, were decreed to be emancipated. 7 . 

Sierra Leone, Aug. 28, 1822. (Signed) _E. GREGORY. 

os EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


| No. 29. | 


Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to the Marquess of. Londonderry. — 
(Received February 14, 1823.) 


(Extract.) Sterra Leone, Sept. 15, 1822. 


WE have the honour to address to your Lordship an abstract of the case of 
the Portuguese schooner Nymfa del Afar, detained by His Majesty’s ship 
Iphigenia, Commodore Sir Robert Mends, off Whydah, :n lat. 6. 17. N. long. 
2. 55. 4. on the 6th of April last, having on board three Slaves. 

The Nymfa del Mar was lost soon atter the capture, at the mouth of the 
river Sombrero, the three Slaves were brought to Sicrra Leone on board of the 
Iphigenia. 

The case of the Nymfa del Mar came before the British and Porumides 
Court for ajudication, on the 22d of July. The Commissary Judges didered 
in opinion, Mr. Gregory holding that the vessel was Hable to condemnation, 
Mr. Altavilla holding the contrary. 

Mr. Fitzgerald, His Majesty's “Arbitrator, on whom the decision devolved 
by this difference, deferred giving his judgment to a future day, which was 
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delayed, in consequence of indisposition on the part of Mr. Altavilla, to the 
98th August. Mr. Fitzgerald had previously communicated his sentiments to: 
Mr. Altavilla and Mr. Gregory, at a Debate meeting, held on the 10th of 
August, for the special consideration of the doubtful matters which the case 
involved. | | 

Mr. Altavilla still retaining his original opinion, the case was decided by 
the coincidence of Mr. Fitzgerald with Mr. Gregory. 

We have been induced to give the abstract of this case more in detail than 
those of ordinary cases ; because the most material fact which it involves has 
now, for the second time, come under the considcration of the British and 
Portuguese Mixed Court, and, it is desirable that the principle upon which we 
have agreed with Mr. Altavilla to regulate our judgments respecting it, 
suould be rightly understood. 

We further beg leave to inclose herewith, for the information of your Lord- 
ship, the written opinions of His Majesty’s Commissioners upon the case of 


the Nymfa del Mar. 
(Signed) KE. GREGORY. 
EDWARD FITZGERALD. 
Lhe flarquess of Londonderry, K. G. : 
Sc. &c. &c. 


(First Inclosure in No. 29. ) 


Abstract of the Case of the Portuguese Schooner Nymfa del Mar, Francisco 
| | | Velloso, Master. 


THE schooner Nymfa del Mar, Francisco Velloso, nominal Master, was detained on the 6th 
of Apvii 1822 off Whydah, in lat. 6, 17. N. long. 2, 55. E. by His Majesty's ship Iphigenia, com- 
manded by Commodore Sir Robert Mends. 

The Nymfa del Mar, at thetime of her detention, had a platform laid, and every preparation 
made for the reception of a cargo of Slaves, about two bundred and fifty in number, collected on 
shore in readiness for embarkation. 

-It did not appear that any one of the Slaves purchased for this cargo had been on board of the 
vessel. But three Negroes who were found on board, named Franco, Antonio and Manoel, ‘‘ de- 
** clared that they were-intended to be sold at the Brazils, and that they were kept in irons while 
‘© on. shore at Princes Island for the space of about one month, and that while on board the sgid 
‘« vessel they were treated in every respect as Slaves, being kept in irons without clothes, and only 
‘* liberated and clothed after the Iphigenia hove in sight.” | 

These arethe facts stated in the declar:tion of Sir Robert Mends, as the grounds for the de- 
tention of the Nymfa del Mar, and in conformity with them, the petition of the Proctor of the 
Captors for the usual monition alleges, that the said vessel was detained ‘‘ for being illegally en- 
“ paged in the Slave Trade, having on board at the time of capture three Slaves for the purpose 
** of traffick.” . 

The petition adds,—** That the said vessel was shortly afterwards lost at the mouth of the river 
‘© Sombrero, that the said Slaves had been brought to this Colony in His Majesty's ship Iphigenia, 
‘having been taken out of the said vessel at the time of her wreck.’’—‘* Wheretore, &c.’" No fur- 
ther information was given to the Court respecting the loss of the vessel or the circumstances 
attending it. 

It appeared by the ship's papers that she wus the property of a person named Antonio de Paula 

arbozo, residing at Babia, from which place sle bad sailed in the month of August 1821, having 
a passport from the Provisional Junta of Government for a voyage ‘‘ to the Islands of St. Thomas 
“Cand Princes, with Jiberty to touch on the Coast of Elmina, for the purpose of trading for articles 
“© of the country, with the exception of dealing in Slaves.” , 

Some of the other official papers mention ‘‘ cloths and oil” as the particular objects of the 
intended trade, adding, at the same time, # special exception of Slave Trade. 

In the ship's roll, Domingo Jose da Costa, a native of England, is named as Master, and 
Francisco Velloso, who is found in the station of Master at the time of Capture, is enrolled. as 
Mate. or doatswain (contramestre. ) 

The Nymta proceeded in the first instance, from Bahia to Princes Island, and thence to the 
Gold Coast. At Princes istand an extraordinary change took place respecting the ship's company : 
Velloso, who had sailed from Bahia, in the capacity of Boatswain, was made Captain: he states 
in his answer to the scconid Standing Interrogatory, that he was put in possessjon by Antonio de 
Barra, (Barros) i.c super-curgo, at Princes Eshind, Duminyo Jose da Costa, the former Mas(er, 
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disappears, but there is reason to suspect that he still continued in connection with the vessel, and 
that he was employed ou shore in collecting Slaves for the cargo at the time of the capture. Jn 
his mswer to the fitth Interrogatory, Velloso says, thut the other persons of the ship's company, 
twenty-seven in number, exclusive of himself, ‘‘ all came on board ut Princes Island ; they were 
“* hired by the Supercargo.”’ 

It is probable that this statement with respect to the general crew, had no other foundation in 
fact, thun a new engagement of the original crew for Slave-trading objects ; which objects it 
might not have been prudeut to communicate. at the time of sailing from Bahia, on a professed 
voyage of innocent commerce. 

In his answer to the same interrogatory, Velloso says, that the vessel was seized ‘‘ for having 
‘*some domestic Sluves on board, who were mariners, and bave been Slaves for the last ten 


*¢ yenrs."’ 

The Slaves Franco, (or Francisco), Antonio, and Manoel, repeated, in an affidavit sworn by them 
betore the Registrar, the facts already recited, from the declaration of the Captor, of their being con- 
fined in irons on shore at Princes Jslund ; of their being embarked in irons, and being treated as Sluves 
on board, and of the declared intention of selling them as Slaves. The two named Franco and 
Autonio declared further, ‘¢ that they belonged to Mr. Xavier, the Governor of Princes, who 
«< put them in prison in irons, and told them he would send them off, and sell them ; und this he 
«* said to then: several times, when they begged he would release them.” 

Velloso, in answer to special interrogatories put to him, on the part of the Captors, declared, 
¢¢ that he took the Slaves, Antonio and Francisco, on board, first at Princes; that the Slave Ma- 
** noel was on board the vessel when he (the witness) joined her at Buhia’’—“ that the three 
‘* Slaves atoresaid, belong to the owner of the vessel ;""—** that the aforesaid Slaves have been in 
‘* irons on slore, but not on hoard ;""—** that Don Jose da Costa is an Englishman; that he was 
«¢ Captain of the vessel at the time the Slaves were puschused,”’ 

Upon this evidence the cause came to trial on the 13th of July 1822. 

The Proctor for the Captors wus heard, aud the Judges proceeded to deliver their opinions on 
the 22d of July. . 

Mr. Gregory observed, that the usual course of inquiry should be directed in this case to the 
outfit of the vessel, and to the point, whether the vessel had been engaged io the illegal traffick 
of Slaves. : 

Mr. Gregory said, that it appeared that the vessel sailed from Bahia for the Coast of Elmina, 
with the professed object of trading is cloths and oil, and not for Slaves. That she was found by 
the Captor equipped for the Slave Trade. ‘Ihat the vessel was engaged io the illicit traffick of — 
Slaves at Whydah ; that two hundred and filty Slaves appeared to have been purchased at that 
Place, but that it was not sbewn that any of these Slaves were at any time put on board of the 
vessel, =: 

Mr. Gregory proceeded to remark, that the disreputable nature of these facts must cause suspi- 
cion to rest upon the acts of those concerned in the vessel, that might serve to further the real 
object of her voyage. And, adverting to the declaration of the Captor, that three Slaves had been 
shipped at Princes Island, for purposes of traffich, Mr. Gregory observed, that two of these Slaves, 
Francisco and Antonio, belonged to Mr. Xavier, one of the Governors of the Island, and a noted 
illicit Slave-dealer ; that they were in irons on shore at Princes, and that it appeared, they were 
shipped on board of the ‘* Nymfa del Mar," at Princes, under circumstances of restraint. That 
although the Master deposed that these two Slaves belonged to the Owner of the vessel, who 
resided at Buhia, and that they were domestic Slaves, he did not explain how they came to be at 
Princcs, under the coutrel of some persun there, wheo he admnitted, that the two Slaves were 
shipped at that Island. 

- Considering that the Master had rendered himself criminal by his illicit Slave-trading acts, Mr. 

Gregory preferred the evidence of the two Slaves, Francisco and Aatoniu, to that of the Master, 
and was of opinion that they were taken on board for purposes of traffick, and oot fur domestic 
vurposes. ; 
: Aiccring to the case of the Gavian, Mr. Gregory remarked, that in that case, Slaves described 
in a petition to the Governors of Princes Island, as free men, were shipped at Princes, on board 
of that vessel; that on examinations taken respecting them, it wus found that they were not free- 
men, but Slaves; be thought that the shipment of these men was fraudulent, and intended for frau- 
cdulent purposes, for purposes of traffick, and upon thie presumption, be deemed that the Gaviao had 
fallen under the provision of the Convention which rendered her liable 10 condemnation. Mr. 
Gregcry bad not the concurrence of his colleagues in the opinion for the condemnation of the 
Gaviao, expressed by him on that occasion; they thought that a necessity appeared for the em- 
barkation of those men at Princes Island. | 

The case of the Gaviao appeared to be similar to that of the Nymfa del Mar, and Mr, Gregory 
confessed, with all deference for the opinions ot his colleagues, that he bad not seen reason tu think 
differently of the case of the Gaviao. 

With respect tothe third Slave on board of the Nymfa del Mar, Manoel, Mr. Gregory expressed 
a doubt whetber he was shipped at Bahia or at Princes Island, but Mr. Gregory said that the ba- 
lance of doubt was in favour of the Slave, and he thought it right that he should be emanci- 
pated with Francisco and Autonio. 

Mr. Gregory's opinion was, that the Nymfa del Mar had been legally detained, and was liable 
to condemnation at the time of her detention ; and that the three Slaves, Franciscu, Antonio, and 
Manoel, should be emancipated. | 

Mr. Altavilla, without entering into any detail of reasoning, expressed his dissent froma the 
opinion of Mr. Gregory. | 
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Mr, Fitzgerald, His Britannick Majesty's Commissioner of Arbitration, postponed to a future day 
the delivery of bis opinion, with the reasons fer it in detail: but he observed that the case of the 
-Nymfa del Mar, although it coincided thus far with the case of the Gaviao, that the main question 
turned upodn-the leyality or illegality of the embarkation of a very small number of Slaves, taken 
on bourd at -Princes-Island, yet-the circumstances which attenced that embarkation were very 
different in the case of the ‘Nymfa del Mar, from those that attended it in the case of the Gaviao, 
poh wliich case his opinion remained unaltered. 

On Saturday the 10th of August, Mr. Fitzgerald communicated his opinion, aaa the reasons 
arpon which it vwde founded, to Mr. Altavilla and Mr. Gregory. it was agreed that the final judg- 
ment should be given in Court on Monday the | 2th, ‘but Mr. Altavilla having become indisposed 
in the interval, it was delayed in consequence to the 28th of August. 

Before the Commissioners went into Court, an effort twas made-to induce Mr, Altavilla to agree 
‘with Mr. Fitzgerald and Mr. Gregory, so that the decision about to be pronounced should be 
unanimous. Mr, Altavilla, however, persevered in his former opinion ; ; some of the reasons for 
avhich he mentioned, hut they cannot be satisfactorily explained in this abridged form. 

After the opening of the Court, a further affidavit of the three Negroes was read, in which the 
‘one named Manoel declared, that he was purchased inthe river Gaboon, *‘ by Antonio Barba, about 
£* six years ago, and that he was in prison in Princes Island about four weeks.” 

The Proctor for the Captore addressed the Court in argument, for the purpose of shewing that 
‘the Slave Manoel, being a Slave in property found on board of a vessel engaged in illegal Slave 
Trade, should be included with the pet Antonio and Franco in one common judgment of 
emancipation. 

After some communication with the other Conisissionert on this ‘point, Mr. Fitzgerald pro- 
nounced the judgment. - 

Mr. Fitzgerald, in delivering the opinion hick was to stand as the final judgment, began by 
separating from the case the Negro Manoel, that Negro having, by an affidavit sworn since the 
Jast Court day, stated that he was purchased six years ago in the river Gaboon by Antonio Barba, 
who appeared to be the Supercargo of the vessel,— Antonio Barros, a little misnamed in this as in 
other instances. In considering the evidence upon both sides of the case, Mr. Fitzgerald con- 
cluded, from a comparative estimate, that the Negroes Franco and Antonio were personally more 
-entitled to credit as witnesses than the Master Velloso ; on a similar estimate he considered thut the 
facts stated by those Negroes were more credible than those alleged by the Master. Upon the 
principal points, however, the Master did not contractict the Negroes. The Master stated, that 
ahey were put on board at Princes Island; that they ‘were purchased there, and that they ‘were 
the Slaves of Barboza, the owner of the vessel, The natural conclusion was, that they were sold 
dy their tornver Master, Mr. Xavier, of Princes Island, to the Agent of Barboza, and it was fur- 
ther to be concladed, that the intention in purchasing them was to add them to the general cargo 
of Slaves, unless a different and a legal purpose could be shewn. The burthen of the proof lay 
apon the Master, who neither gave nor offered any justification, nor any explanation whatsoever, 
and in this consisted the difference between the case of the Nymfa del Mar, and the case of the 
~Gaviao ; that inthe case of the Gavino a sufficient justification appeared to hini to be fully established, 
while in the case of the Nymfa del Mar, nothing that had a tendency to justification appeared, 

‘In the case of the Gaviao, there was a petition to the Governor of Princes Island, for permis- 
sion to embark: the four Neproes taken on beard there; and permission was granted i im conse-- 
quence. The application of the term ‘‘ freemen” in ‘the. petition, to Negroes so recently 
‘parchased as Slaves, was ex iiamed -by the intention to make them free and to. ee theus as 
‘free mariners. 

In the case of the. ‘-Nymfa del Mar, no permission to embark the Negroes was obtained or 


sought. 


embarkation, and upon investigation that reduction was ascertuined to be true. 

In the aase of the Nymla del Mar, -no-cause was assigned. 

In the case of the Gaviao, the alledged confinement of the Negroes is irons was s disproved, with 
the exception of a temporary restraint en one who wanted to destroy-himself-; and witb respect ty 
nin, the restraint was removed, when the object of it was attained, by inducing bim to take tod. | 

_ In the-case of the Nymfa del Mar, the restraint of irons is fully proved. . 

“In the Gaviao, the Negroes were treated as part of the crew. 

.In the Nymfa del Mar, the Negroes were not allowed to mix with the.crew, but were treated 
as Slaves destined for the traffick. : 

In the case of the Gaviao, not a Slave was as purchased tora general-cargo. 


_In the case of the Nymta del Mur, two hundred. and fifty were purchased, and ready for embatk- 


‘avon to whom the two individual Slaves would naturally be added. 


On the same grounis, therefore, op which the Gaviao was restored, amd by the same course - of 


reasoning upon them, the Nyinfa del Mar should be condemned. 
It may be allowed to him farther to observe, with some satisfaction, that the setae: anoh 
avhich the decision in the ease of the Gaviao rested, was subsequently confirmed in several ways. 


While the claim for danmwges was pending, suspicions having arisen that some.of the men who | 


“were stated to-have left the Gaviao were in reality stil on-board, an investigation was ‘instituted 


with the express intention of reversing the former decision if those suspicions should be realized, -: 
The result of that. investigation confirmed the former evidence, and furnished additional ‘cireum- 
stances connected with the: departure of the principal .individuals. Ateide, the first Pilot; bad - 


auarrelled with the Master, and recovered his wages from him by law at St. Paul de Leando, 


o? 
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In the case of the Gaviao, a reduction of the original orew was assigned as the cause slo the 
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where he left the ship. Further, the Negroes who had been taken into the Gaviao at Princes 
Island and St. ‘Thomas's, were employed on shore at Sierra Leone as freemen, in oceupations more 
or less profitable, one of them receiving five shillings a-day as a cooper; yet all of chem by free 
choice left the Colony with their Master; and this is certainly a decisive proof that they did vot 
consider the situation in which they thus replaced themselves to be that of Slaves destined for the 
traffick. 

More recently still it was ascertained, by some of the papers found on board the Conde de 
Villa Flor, that the first Clerk in the original roll of the Gaviao, who was stated to have gone on 
board another vessel belonging to the same Owner, was in fact ou board a vessel belonging to 
that Owner at Bissao at the time when the Gaviao was taken at Calabar. This vessel was the 
Bella dau Dios de Morgueira. The name of the first Clerk was Azevedo. 

These confirmatory circumstances were entitled to greater consideration, as the question in these — 
cases must be entirely a question of evidence, and not a question of law; for the law wae settled 
among the preliminary points in the case of the Gaviao. 

By the unanimous agreement of the Commissioners in that case,—‘* An embarkation of Slaves 
“* for the traffick from any of the Portuguese Settlements on the Coast of Africa north of the 
“* Equator, such as St. Thomas's or Princes Island, is to be considered equally illegal, and as 
“* much in violation of the Treaty and Convention between Great Britajn and Portugal, as an em- 
‘* barkation of Slaves from any of the Places of ordinary resort for the illegal traffick among the 
‘« African nations."’ 

Tt only remains, therefore, to ascertain whether the embarkation be for the traffick or not; and 
that is matter of evidence; the only difference of opinion that can take place upon it is as to the 
effect of evidence. 

The evidence in the case of the Nymfa del Mar being in Mr. Fitzgerald’s opinion so decisive of 
an embarkation for the traffick, he gave the fingl judgment accordingly, that the Nymfa del Mar 
was at the time of capture engaged in the illegal Traffick for Slaves, and, therefore, was subject and 
liable to conaemnation if she had not been lost at sea. The two Negroes, Franco and Antonio, 
were consequently to be emancipated. The negro Manoel being the Slave of the Supercargo tor 
several years, could not be considered in any other way than as the domestick Slaves generally 
found on board of condemned Slave ships. It bad not been hitherto the usage of the Courts of 
Mixed Conimission to include those Slaves in their decrees of emancipation. The Treaties having 
declared, that Negroes in such situations cannot in any case be deemed sufficient cause for deten- 
tion, und that they were to be regarded as Portuguese sailors, this exempted them, as it ap- 
peared, from the jurisdiction of those Courts. While those Negroes remained on British ground 
they could not be molested by any claim on the part of former Owners or Masters; and if they 
valued their freedom they would not place themselves within the grasp of their Masters. 

(Signed) E. GREGORY. 
EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 29.) 


Mr. Gregory's Decision on the Case of the Portuguese Brig, Nymfa del Mar, 
Jose Francisco Vellozo, Master, detained off Whydah, in lat, 6 deg. 17 
min. N. long. 2 deg. 55 min. E.on the 6th April 1822, by Commodore Sir. 
Robert Mends, commanding His Majesty's Ship Iphigenia. 


IN doubtful cases that have come under the jurisdiction of this Court, the first subject of | 
enquiry hasbeen, whether the vessel to be adjudged was fitted out for the Traffick in Slaves, and 
the next, whether she was illegally engaged in the traffick at the time of detention. These en- 
quiries have been found to be of material importance, as they elucidated points that would, but 
for them, bave remained in a doubtful light, and they have forwarded the general decisions on the - 
cases. | , 

This course of enquiry is absolutely necessary in the present case, which is of a class that has 
only in one instance (the Portuguese brig Gaviao) been under the notice of the Commissioners. 

This vessel sailed from Bahia on the 14th of August 1821, with a professed destination for the 
Coast of Elmina, and for the Islands of Princes and Saint Thomas; her clearance papers 
state that she was to proceed to those Places ‘ for cloths and oil, and not for Slaves," 

Vellozo, the Master, swears, that the Nymfa del Mur was provided with a royal passport sic 
milar to one that was shewnr to him belonging to the Portuguese schooner Adelaide, lately con- 
demned in this Court, and which passport was conformable to the model that is annexed to the 
Convention. | 

No passport to authorize a Slave-trading voyage is found amongst the papers of the Nymfa del 
Mar, as indeed such a document could not have been given, consistently with the professed ob- 
ject of the voyage. | 

Vellozo states, that the Nymfa del Mar went to Princes Island, and from thence to Whydah. 
At Whydah the true intent of the voyage was shewn by the purchase of two hundred anid fitty 
Slaves, It does not appear, however, that any one of these Slaves was at any time embarked on | 
board of the vessel ; but platforms were laid and food provided: for the subsistence of a cargo of 
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Slaves, when the Nymfa del Mar was detained by Commodore Sir Robert Mends, commanding 
Sis Britannick Majesty's ship Iphigenia, on the ground that she bad on board three Slaves who. 
faad been taken in the vessel at Princes Island tor the purposes of traffick. 

The facts here related shew a two-fold criminality on the part of those who were concerned in 
the Nymfa del Mar: first, as deception was used to cover the real object of the voyage; secondly, 
as a Traffick in Slaves was pursued on a part of the Coast of Africa, where the traffick is forbidden; . 
as well by the Convention under which this Court is constituted, as by.a particular law of Por- 
tugal. . 

As criminality increases in degree, so must a just suspicion arise and attach itself to the acts of 
the criminal party that in the least huve « tendency to further its main object. The object in this 
case was gain,—gailty gain; every act theu that could serve to feed the spirit of avarice is to he 
viewed with much suspicion. ‘This observation U apply to the act of the embarkation at Princes 
island of the two Negroes, Franco, or Francisco, and Antoniv, for to this embarkation the. 
Captors appeal, as entitling them to a favourable decree. 

‘The Nymfa del Mar was onfortunately lost near the entrance of the river Sombrero shortly’ 
after her detention; this loss makes the present suit to be one for the purpose of procuring for 
those two Negroes, Antonio and Franco, and for another, named Manoel, certificates of emancipa- 
tion, with a decree, that the vessel was legally detained, and that she was at the time of her deten-' 
tion liable to be condemned as lawful prize. The propriety of granting this decree is to depend on 
the merits of the question, of whether these three Negroes were put on board for the purposes of 
traffick, or merely to be employed in the service of the vessel as servants or sailors. 

"Phe question of whether a Slave be intended for domestick purposes, or for the purposes of sale,’ 
must, in a great measure, be resolved by the circumstances under which be was placed on board- 
ship, and by a consideration of the place ot his shipment, together with a view of the charaeter of 

those by whom, and with whom he was shipped. It is a question that must almost altogether de-'- 
pead on these considerations: for what under the circumstances of one case may render the de- 
tention of a vessel justifiable, may under the circumstances of another case render it unjustifiable, | 
As, for instance, in the case of a declared illegal Slave-trader bound to the Brazils, having on board 
of his vessel a Slave or Slaves shipped under circumstances of restraint, at a port of Africa that ' 
is a notorious haunt of illicit dealers in Slaves ; a cruizer, | apprehend, would be justified in de- - 
taining a vessel, if these circumstances. appeared to him, whereas he might not be justified in de- ' 
taining a vessel, whether a fair trader or not, bound from the Brazils to Africa, on board of 
which there should appear a Slave or Slaves who had also been shipped under circumstances of 
restraint. In the first instance there would be a strong presumption that the Slave or Slaves 
were intended for the purposes of traffick ; but in the second instance scarcely a presumption - 
could be raised that they were iotended for such purposes. 

In stating thus much I may be said to have preju:lged the question that is now before the Court, 
for the present case is included in the instance first mentioned. 

The affidavit made by Antonio and Fraaco, or Francisco, states, that ‘‘ they were sent on board 
“‘ of the schooner Nymfa del Mar in irons as Slaves; that they know they were to be sold 
«© again as Slaves, because the Captain and the people of the schooner told them so, and because 
<* they were never treated as part of the crew.'’ They furcher swear that ‘‘ they belonged to Mr. 
<* Xavier, the Governor of Princes, who put them in prison in irons, and told them he would send 
«* them off and sell them, and this he said to them several times when they begged he would re- 
<¢ lease them.” 

The Master, in answer to the fifth standing interrogatory, says, the vessel was seized for having 
some domestick Slaves on board, who were mariners, and have been Slaves these last ten years, and . 
were brought from Princes Island. In answer to special interrogatories, Vellozo says, that ‘‘ he . 
«© cook the Slaves, Francisco and Antonio, on board first at the Istand of Princes; that the Slave 
«* Munoel was. on board the vessel when he, Vellozo, joined her at Bahia; that the three Slaves 
“© aforesaid belong to the Owner of the vessel; that the aforesaid Slaves have been in irons on 
«¢ shore, but not on board.” , 

Ic is here admitted, that Francisco and Antonio were taken on board at Princes Island ; that 
they were in irous on shore; so far the evidence of Vellozo agrees with that of Francisco and. 
Antonio, but his further evidence is at variance with that of the Slaves, as he says, that they 
belonged to the Owner of the vessel, who was Antonio de Paola Barboza, of Bahia, and that they 
vere not in irons on board. . It is nat explained: by Vellozo how these Negroes, who he says | 
belonged to a person at-Buhia, came to be at Princes Island and under the control of some person 
there. 

Allowing that the state of a Slave must make him to be an interested party, where it is a 
question whether he shall exchange a state of slavery for a state of freedom, yet I think it would. 
be harsh to view his-evidence with an unfavourable eye, when contrasted with the evidence of an 
illegal Slave-trader. The dealer in Slaves; when brought here, is perfectly acquainted with the _ 
sitseation in which he is placed; his answers, as we know from experience, are directed to place 
his. case in a favourable light, and, when this cannot be done, to shift the respousibility incurred 
froma Slave-trading acts from himself to others who are absent, The Slave we have found not to 
be generally acquainted with his situation when brought to this Colony; he may have had given 
to -lsim an idea-that he may here receive his freedom, but in what manner he cannot reasonably be 
supposed to know, and his answers must be given without design or premeditation ; geuerally 
speaking this must be the case, although we have had an instance to the contrary. _  & 

W ith this. disposition to prefer the evideuce of a Slave to that ofa declared illegal Slave-trader, J pre- 
fer in the-present instance the evidence of the twe Slaves, Antonio and Franeisco, to that of Vellux0, 
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- the Master,- and taking into consideration that they were shipped by a person who has rendered 


himself criminal ‘by bis ilicit Slave-trading acts; that they were shipped under circumstances of 
restraint; that they belonged 10 the Governor of Princes Island, whose name, I regret to say, 
appears in the records of this Coutt as being concerned with illegal Slave-trading expeditions, and 
who does not appear to have been restruined from participating in such expeditions, either by a 
sense of the duties of his situation, or by the fear of a vhametul exposure of his actions ; I say, 
taking these circumstances into censideration, f feel it to be my duty to declare my opinion that 
the two Slaves, Antonio and Francisco, were taken on board fur purposes of sale, or of traffick, 
and not fur domestick purposes. 

In the case of the Gaviao, Slaves, described in a pefition ta the Governor of Princes Island as 
freemen, were shipped at Princes on board of that vessel: on examinations taken regarding 
them it was found, that they were not freemen, but Slaves. I thought that the shipment of 
these men was fraudulent and intended for fraudulent purposes, —that is for purposes of traffick ; and 
upon this presumption | deemed that the vessel had fallen under the provision of the Convention 
which rendered her liable to condemnation. 

- The opinion that I gave on that case was as follows : 

‘* By the Convention the purchasing of Slaves for the purposes of traffick to the north of the 
«* Line is rendered illegal. 

** I conskler that, according to the letter and to the spirit of the Convention, the shipment of 
«© Slaves at the Islands of Satmt Thomas and Princes, both of which are situated to the north of the 
‘* Line, for the purposes of the traffick, is to be viewed in the same manner as if the Slaves were 
*¢ shipped on the prohibited part of the Continent of Africa, otherwise illicit traders would elude 
“‘ the vigilance of the Portuguese Authorities, making those Islands, which are so nearly situated 
** to the yreat Slave-trading markets to the north of the Equator, depéts for Slaves drawn from 
«« thence. 

*« In this case it dees appear to me that Macedo sought to elude for fraudulent purposes, and 
‘* that in fact he bas eluded, the vigilance of the Governor of Princes, by giving a false cha- 
“« racter to the Negroes embarked at that Island. JT should not feel myself justified in a disregard 
“* of the fraudulent shipment of these Negroes, as, in my idea, such a disregard would be followed 
** by other and more serious abuses of the permission granted by 4he Convention to embark Ne- 
‘© groes on board of merchant vessels as servants or sailors.*' 

Thad not the happiness to have the concurrence of my colleagues in this opinion ; they thought 
that a necessity appeared for the embarkation of these men at Princes Island. : 

In the interval that has passed, since the decision on the case of the Gaviao was given, I must | 
canfess, with all deference fur the opinion of my colleagues, that [ have not seen reason to think | 
differently of that case. 7 

J have chosen to rest this case upon the evidence of Francisco and Antonio, as it has appeared 
to me that the intent to traffick is more fully shewn with respect to them than it is shewn with 
respect to Manoel, by his evidence. I think that the Capters have been deficient in not making | 


- it appear to whoin Manoel belonged. ‘The Master says that Manoel was in the vessel when he 
Joined at Bahia; but the name of the Slave does not appear in the muster-roll of the crew. 


—t appears certain, however, that Manoel was in irons on shore at Princes, with the two 


~ Slaves Antonio and Francisco. 1 am iu doubt whether Manoel was shipped at Princes or at 


Bahia, but the balance of doubt is in his favour, and I accordingly think it right that he should | 
he emancipated with Francisco and Antonio, In conclusion, 1 give it as my opinion, that the 

Nynifa del Mar was justifiably detained by Sir Robert Mends; that she was liable to condemnation 

for being illegally engaged in the Traffick in Slaves ; and that the three Slaves, Antonio, Francisco, 
and Manoel, should be emancipated from Slavery. 


| July 22, 1822 A (Signed) E, GREGORY. 


(Third Inclosure in No, 29.) _ 


Decision of Mr. Fitzgeraid, fis Britannick Majesty's Commissioner of Are 
' bitration, upon the Case of the Portuguese Schooner Nymta del Mar. . 
IN this case the. British and Portaguese Commissary Judges had expressed opposite opinions; 


the former holding that the vessel was liable to condenmation, the latter conceiving that a right 
to restitution was established. The Commissary Judges delivered their opinions on the. 22d of 


July. Mr. Fitzgerald having taken further ume to consider, consulted with the Commissary 


~ and ‘Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission on the 28th of August 1822, . 


oo 


Judges on Saturday 10th of August, and communicated to them his opinion, and the grounds upoa 
which be had formed it. That opinion was delivered as the final decision on the case. in the British 

The Portuguese schooner, Nymfa del Mar, Francisco Velloso Master, was detained by Com- 
niodore Sir Robert Mends, commanding His Majesty’s ship Iphigenia on the 6th day of April 
1822, off Whydah, in the Bight of Benin, in lat. 6 deg. 17 min, N. and-in Jong..2 deg. 55. min. 
E. having on board, as the declaration of the Captor states, ‘‘ three men Slaves taken on board 
«* at Princes Islund.” ‘Lhe grounds of detention were, ‘* that the said vessel, at the tume of de- 
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“© tention, ‘had a platform laid and every preparation made for the reception of a cargo of Slaves. 
~< That the three men Slaves, viz. Antonio, Franco, and Manoel, declare, that they were intended 
<< to be sold at the Brazils, and that they were kept in irons while on shore at Princes Island 
_“© for the space of one month; and that while on board the said vessel they were treated in every 
** respect as Slaves, being kept in irons without clothes, and only liberated and clothed when the 
"¢¢ Iphigenia bove in sight." | a 
The declaration of the Captor, from which this statement is extracted, proceeds thus: ‘* They 
** were also informed by the crew of the vessel, that there was a large cargo of Slaves, about two 
*¢ hundred in number, collected on shore ready for embarkation.” | 

_ Who those were that were thus informed by the crew of the vessel is not clear; but it would 
seem that the information had been given in the first instance to the Slaves, Antonio, Francisco, and 
Manoel, and that it was by them communicated tu the Captors. 

"+ The affidavit of Sir Robert Mends, upon lodging the papers of the Nymfa del Mar in the Re- 
‘gistry of the Court, states, ‘* that he seized the schooner, or vessel, called the Nymfa del Mar, 

**« whereof Joze Francisco Velloso was Master, by reason that the said vessel was employed in the 
«¢ Traffick in Slaves, contrary to the existing Treaties entered into with His Britannick Majesty 
“and His Most Faithful Majesty the King of Portugal.” | 

The petition of the Proctor for the Captors, praying the usual monition, states, that the vessel 
-avas detained ‘ for being illegally engayed in the Slave Trade, having on board at the time of 
“* capture three Slaves for the purpose of traffick ; that the said vessel was shortly afterwards lose 

-€€ near the mouth of the river Sombrero. That the said three Slaves have been brought to this 
~** Colony in His Majesty’s ship Iphigenia, having been taken out of the said vessel at the time 
6 of her wreck.” 

These papers, the declaration and affidavit of the Captor, and the petition of the Proctor, are 
to be considered as standing in the place of a libel, and as containing a statement of the facts by 
“which the case for the Captors is to be supported. 

It is rather extraordinary that the loss of the vessel is not in any way brought under the view 
of-the Court, except as it is noticed in the petition of the agent for the Captors, where it is men- 
tioned as a mere incidental matter, not supported by any affidavit, not explained by any statement 
of facts ov circumstances: after what had been said in other cases, it cannot be regarded cther- 
wise than as matter of culpable neglect that this deficiency was not supplicd, at least after the 
opinions to which allusion is here made were expressed in open Court. | 

The want of information respecting the time and manner of this loss might place the Court in 
‘circumstances of great difficulty and delicacy in that part of this case that has relation to the 

-vesscl. Ve!loso, the Master of the Nymfa del Mar, says, in his answer to the 8th standing inter- 
rogatory, ‘* The first port the schooner tonched at after capture was Honce, from thence to the river 
“€© Sombreru, where she was wrecked : does not know for what reason she touched at those Places, 
*< nor does he know what communication tock place with the boats and the shore.” 

In a case of such doubtful nature, coming tor decision to the third Member of the Court, in bis 
strict capacity of Arbitrator, if it should bappen co be thought by him a case for restitution, al- 
though there might be circumstances to justify the detention, damages must be awarded, unless 
a proper explanation of these deviations could be given; the duty ot Captors being in all cases 
to bring the detained vessel directly to the place of adjudication, if they ure not prevented by 
causes, the sufficiency of which, as well as the reality, is to be shewn by them when any question 
‘is raised respecting those points. | 
The question of the legality of the detention of the Nymfa del Mar, as it now stands for the 
decision of the Court, rests upon the point of the embarkation of the three Slaves, Antonio, 
Franco, and Manoel, whether thev were embarked for the purposes of the traffick, or for purposes 
not immediately connected with the traffick. The facts of the purchase of a cargo of two hun- 
dred and fitty Slaves collected on shore and ready to be embarked, and of the platform being laid 
on board of the vessel in readiness for the reception of those Slaves, however decisive as to the 
immediate employment of the vessel in the illegal traffick, are not sufficient to warrant the con- 
demnation of the ship, or other judgment equivalent to condemnation, unless the further fact of 
the embarkation of a Slave or Slaves for the purposes of the traffick be joined with them. Such 
embarkation is alledged in this case to have taken place in the instance of these three Slaves, and 
it is not alledged to have taken place in any other instance. According to the papers connected 
with the outfit of this vessel from Bahia, the object of her voyage was to trade for articles of 
Jawful commerce, with an express exception against engaging iu any way in the Slave Trade : 
her destination was for the Island of St. Thomas and Princes Island, with liberty to touch on 
the Coast of Elmina. Notwithstanding the express exception against engaging in any way in the 
Slave ‘Trade, she is found on the coast near Whydah with a cargo of Slaves, purchased and col- 
lected on shore, in readiness for immediate embarkation. She had already touched at Princes 
Ysland ; aud it is alledged that there the three Slaves, Antonio, Franco, and Manoel, were taken 
in for the purposes of the trattick. 

At Princes Island it appears an important change took place with respect to the Officers and 
crew: the present Master who stands on the original ship's roll as mate or boatswain, (contra- 
mestre) receives the command of the vessel; he is putin possession of her, as he says, by the Super- 
cargo, Antonio Juse de Barros. ‘The former Captain, Domingo Jose da Costa, enrulled as a native 
of England, disappears from his station ; but there is reason to think that he is the same person who 
i$ subsequently mentioned as the American Captain, in a note written by Barros, apparently from 
the shore while the cargo wasin preparation. ‘This note is without a date, it is signed Barres, 
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and is addressed to Velloso onboard of the Nymfa. It conveys, among other matters, directions 
trom «the American Captain” to get the vessel painted, and “ the American Captain” is again men- 
tioned, in connection with the expected departure of the vessel from the coast, in such terms as leave 
ho doubt that be was the person actually in command. I think that there js as little room to doubt 
‘that this Anerican is the same person who appears in the original list as Domingo da Costa, ana- 
-tive of England. 

Velloso tells us, in bis answer to the sixth standing interrogatory, that the number of ‘* Officers 
-¢¢ ‘and Mariners on board weretwenty-seven, exclusive of himself;’’ be adds that ‘ they are all Por- 
“** €uguese subjects; they all came on board at Princes Island ; they were all hired by the Super- 

ee cargo.” 

‘Tt is impossible to reconcile this statement with the list of the crew found among the original 
-eléarance papers from Bahia, unless incced we are to understand that a new voyage aud a new com- 

pany were taken up at Princes Island, or at Jeast that a new engagement was made for new pur- 

oses with the old company. Either uf these suppositions would lead to a direct conclusion of a 
covert design of illegal Slave Trade inthe original preparation of the voyage, that design being at- 
tended with circumstances of dissimulution and bad faith, which necessarily tend to destroy the 
reredit of all those concerned in it. On the other hand if we suppose that the Muster bas given an 
untrue statement, and that the crew is the same as that originally enrolled at Baliia, still serving 
under the same circumstances, that untrue statement must impair the credit of the party making 
it in other points also. | | 

If then we place the statement contained in the affidavit of Antonio, Franco, and Manoel, in 
competition with the alternative of a fabricated ship’s-roll prepared at Bahia for undue and illegal 

urposes, or of a false statement of a new crew engaged at Princes Island, the balance of credi+ 
bility will necessarily be in favour of the three Nezvroes. 

‘The statement made by the Negroes in their affidavit is ‘that they were severally carried from 
€¢ the coist as Slaves and landed at Princes Island; that they were sent on board the schooner 
‘¢ Nymfa del Mar-in irons as Slaves ; that they know they were to be sold as Slaves, becayse the 
“€ Captain and people of the schooner told them so, and because they were never treated as past 

“© of the crew.” 

Franco and Antonio further make oath ‘‘ that they belonged to Mr. Xavier, the Governer of 
€* Princes,:-who put them in prison in irons, and told them fe would send thew off and sell them, 
“€* and this he said to them several times when they begged he would release them.” 

In opposition to these statements, we have the answers of the Master, Ve loso, to special ipter- 
rogatories put tohim on the part of the Captors, in which answers he says, ‘ that he took the 
‘*¢ Slaves, Francisco and Antonio, first on buard at the Island of Princes, that the Slave Manoel wag 
‘¢on board the vessel when he joined her at Bahia,” he says that ‘ the three Slaves aforesaid 
© belong tothe Owner of the vessel, that the aforesaid Slaves have been in irons on shore, but 
‘*not on board.” He bad previously said, in his answer to the filth standing interrogatory concern. 
ing the grounds of the seizure of the yessel, that ‘* she was seized for haying seme domestick Slaves 
on board who were mariners, and who were Slayes the lest ten years, and were brought from 
€€ Princes Island." | 

It is remarkable that on this statement the Master dyes got make any distinction with regpect ta 
Manoel, whom he subsequently states, in bis answers to the special interragataries, to have been 

on board the vessel when be himselt joined her at Bubia. It appears in fact that he hud not avy 
-other intention when examined upon the stamding interrogatories, than that of including the wholg 
of the crew in the one alledged general shipment at Princes Island. Allowing him, however, \o 
separate Manoel, and making the question to rest upon the embarkation of Frauco and Antonio, 
which: of the two statements is the more credible, that of the Master asserting, that these Slaves 
were mere domestich Slaves put on heard as mariners, or that of the Slaves themselves, who say 
‘they were put on board in order that they should be subsequently sold, unlgss indeed they were 
-gold before their embarkation by Mr. Xavier, to the Agent of Buarboza, the Owner of the 
Nymfa de] Mar, and then it would remain to be shewn, how they were to be regarded as distinct 
from the generai cargo of Slaves to the amount of ‘two hundred and fifty in number,” who were, 
asthe Master avows, in answer to the fourtecnth standing interrogatory, purchased on shore at 
Whiydab ‘for the purpose of embarking, ‘ but in consequence of a few being wanted they were 
‘not shipped.” 

Tn estimating the point of personal credibility, it has already appeared that the balance inolined 
in favour of the Negroes against the Master. In estimating the matters of fact reciprocally alledged 
by those parties, together with the attending circumstances, when we bear in mind that the twa 
Slaves, Franco and Antonio, according to their own statement, were kept in irons on shore by 
their former Master, Mr. Xavier, and threatened with a determingtiop to sell them, when. they 
begged him to release them; that they were subsequently put on board in irons as Slaves; that 
they were told by the Captain and people-that they were to be sold again as Slaves; and that they 
‘were not treated as part of the crew: bearing in mind also, that a cargo of Slaves has heen pury 
chased for this vessel in violation, of the Treaty and Convention between Great Britain and Por- 
tugal, and equally in violation of the passport granted for this special voyage, a strong primary, 
impression is made, that these two Slaves were embarked for purposes of the traffick. ‘This ims 
pression must remain in force unless it be removed by opposite evidence; but if we look to the 
‘opposite evidence in this case, what is the amount of it? ; hs 

The Naster, in his answers to the special interrogatories put. on the part,.of the Captors, states, 


that Franco and Antonio, were taken on board at Princes Island; that they.had been kept.in irons, 
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on shere, -bat ‘were -not ‘kept ‘inirons on board; that ‘they belong to the Owner of ‘the vessel. 
Thére+s-not inthis any thing contradictory of the statement of Franco and Antonio, that they 
belonged to-Mr.<Xavier, of Princes Island, who kept them in trons, with a declared determina- 
tidn to sell them. Onthe contrary, if the statement of the Master be true, it is to be inferred, 
that -Mr.-Xuavier tlid sell them to the avent of Barboza, the Owner of the Nymfa del Mar. Neither 
is there any thing to contradicc the destinstion for further sale, which ‘these Slaves declare on the 
authority of communications from the Captain and people of the schooner to them. ‘The 
natural conchision is, that these two would have been thrown into the general cargo, to 


‘take the course of the market at Bahia, and that this was the intent und purpose of their 
-enibarkation. 


Being about to pronounce in this cate an opinion different from that which I formed on the 


‘sotsewhat similar case of the Gavieo, in which I had to decide, as in the present instance, upon 


diversity of ovimionu between the two Commissary Judges, it is incumbent upon me to shew the 
ditference of circumstances in the present case, upon which the dideieuce of my opinion respecting 
i, from that given by me in the former case, is founded. 

This explanation is the more necessary, as Mr. Gregory has adverted to the case of the Gaviao, 
with expressions of satisfaction with his own opinion upon that case, and of his conviction of the 
propriety of judging this case by the application of the principles, and the reasoning by which thae 
opinion was guided and regulated. It will be seen, that, although I agree with Mr. Gregory on 
the decision to be pronounced in this case, the principles and the reasonings from which my coin- 
cidenee with biin arises are the same that governed my judgment in the case of the Gaviao, and 
wpon that case J still adhere to the opinion given by me in judgment upon it. 

Before I enter into the comparative View which I propose to take of the circumstances of the 
-ases of the Gaviao, and of the Nymmfa del Mar, with respect to the embarkation of the Negroes 
tskea on board of both those vessels at Princes Island, and with respect to the objects and pur- 
poses of that embarkation, I think {t proper to separate the Negro Manoel altogether from the 
ikatter in question: that Negro states, in his part of the supplementary affidavit of the Negroes, 
filed since the last hearing of the cause, ‘‘ that he was purchased in the river Gaboon, about six 
*« years ago, by Antonio Barba, anc that he was in prison at Princes Island about four weeks." 
The person who is here called Antonio Barba, is, I conceive, no other than the Supercargo, Antouio 
Jose de Burros, Ido not see how this Negro, so many years the Slave of a Master who was on 
board of the vessel, or nearly connected with her, can be excluded from the exemption from the 
rigorous provisions of the ‘Treaty, established by the Treaty itself with respect to Slaves so ¢ir- 
cumstanced. I do not see how his imprisonment on shore for sonic time previous to his émbarka-' 
tion, or even his being in irons on board, or any other of the cruel hardships incident to a staté 
of slavery, cae furnish ground for a judgnient adverse to the Owners, so far as the case has relation 
especially to him. a 

‘Lhe case of the Nymfa del Mar rests therefore upon the legality or the illegality of thé embarke 
ation of the two Negroes, Antonio and Franco. | - 

The difference ef tlre circumstances of the embarkation of these two Negroes at Princes 
Island, from the eireumstances of the embarkation of the Negroes taken on board at that Place,’ 
by the Gaviao, are these :— oe 

In thé case of the Givieo, there wis 2 petition to tke Governor of Princes fslund, for leave to 
embark the four Nezerods taken on board of the Gavido at that Place: that petition stated, as the 
ground of the application, that thé vetsel wanted some additionat hands. The permission of 
the isi was grenfed, and these foar Negroes were taken on board of the Gaviao ac- 
cordiagly. | sd 

In the cas¢ of the Nyfrfa del Mar, no such permission is shewn to have been granted or 
sougat. 

ihe case of the Gaviao, the truth and the sufficiency of the motives of the embarkation were 
strietly investiyatedy The reduction of the original crew, the cause assigned for the want whieh 
these Negroes were-to supply, was considered to be fully proved. 

In the case of the Nymfa del Mar, no cause whatever is assigned for the embarkation of the 
Negroes, Franco and Antonio. . 

In the case of the Gaviao, the allegations that the Negroes were kept in irons were disproved, 
with the exception of the temporary employment of them for the correction of » Negro of per- 
verse disposition, named Now, who refused to take food, and wanted to destroy himself, and ever 
in tbat instance the irons: were taken off as soon as the perverseness was corrected. 

Io the case of the Nymfa del Mar, thé employment of irons while the Negrocs were on shoré 
is admitted by the Master: the ehployment-of them on board also is not‘disproved sufficiently to 
counteract the declaration of the Neciet that they were so employed. 

In the case of the ‘Gaviav, the Negroes were occupied in the works of the ship, and treated as: 
the rest of the crew, | 


In the case of the Nymfa del Mar, these Negroes were kept distinct from the crew, and treated 


as. Negroes are when destined for the traftick. 

In addition to these distinctions, which are sufficiently numerous and sufficiently’ marked, there 
is this further and most material difference, that, in the case of the Gaviao, it. was clearly proved: 
that not one Slave had been purchased for the catgo.in the ordinary way of the trade. Jn the case 


of the Nymfa del Mar, it is proved, and it is admitted, that a cargo of two hundred and fifty Slaves: 


were purchased and in readiness for embarkation on shore, at the time of capture, 
In all'cases in which actual Slave Trade exists, in this general form, the purchases and ship 
ments of individual Negroes. within the prohibited limits must be tuken to be illegal, unless sut~ 
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ficient cause be assigned and satisfactorily proved. In the case of the Gaviao, although no gene- 
ral Slave Trade existed, the particular embarkation was justified by cause assigned and fully 
proved. Inthe case of the Nymfa del Mar, although the existence of general Slave Trade is 
proved and admitted, no justification is offered, no cause, no excuse is assigned for the particular 
shipment; on the same grounds, therefore, upon which the Gaviao was restored, and upon every 
one of thuse grounds, and by the same reasoning upon them, the Nysta del Mar should be 
condemned. 

Since it has been necessary to notice so far the case of the Gaviao, I think it not amiss to adi 
here, what may be considered as after-proots, confirming the prior evidence upon which the judg- 
ment in that case was pronounced. 

The minute and protracted investigation of the claim for damages consequent upon the resti- 
tution, kept the case very long under the view of the Court, and, according as any particular cir- 
cumstance arose to affect the penerul low estimation of the credit of Slave-trading witnesses, sus- 
picions were from time to time formed, which were not in any instance suffered to pass out of 
sight until it was ascertained that they did not afford any ground to reconsider the judgment 
already passed. If any such ground should have been discovered, I distinctly expressed to Mr. 
Gregory my intention to revert upon the prior part of the case, and to deprive the Claimant of the 
benefit of the decision pronounced in his favour. 

Ie did happen that a suspicion was excited that the men who were said to have left the vessel 
were sli on board. + ] proposed immediately that, without giving any notice, the whole of the 
persons on board should be brought before the Court in a body, Mr. Altavilla offered to accom- 
pany Mr. Giegory or myself on board the vessel, in order to make the investigation there: but 
the unfavourable state of the weather, and the reports of the fowl and noisome condition in which 
the vessel was, caused that proposal to be declined. All those of the crew whose health would 
admit were brought hither into Court before the Commissioners, and it was found that, although 
there was one man on board whose name was not on the roll, and who had not been mentioned 
to the Court, there was not any one on board, of those who were stated to have left the vessel, 
and every one of them had been on board originally, ‘The circumstances connected with the de- 
parture of some of them were more particularly explained. One of them, who had. been Pilot, 
quarrelled with the Master, and sued bim at law for his wages, at St. Paul de Loando, where the 
vessel put in on her first arrival upon the coast; there that Pilot left the vessel, and the Judge of 
the Court awarded his wages to him. The name of this person was Ateide. 

. The seaman who had not previously appeared had been taken on board at Bahia; he gave the 
name of the Portuguese frigate by which two men of the Gaviao were impressed off that place. 
She was called the Boadora. She was known to him as having been built at Bahia. 

Another circumstance which excited suspicion was, that tour convicts had been sent to Angola, 
as a place of transportation trom Pernambuco, on board of the Gaviao, No mention had been 
inade of these in the course of the examinations, and that was the ground of the suspicion con- 
nected with thein. 

it was found upon inquiry that they did not form any part of the crew ; neither did they in- 
terfere with the correctness of the statement given by the Master; it was therefore thought that 
no ground existed for instituting a more formal investigation, 

The total number of men on board of the Gaviao, including the three Negroes from St. Tho- 
mas’s, and the four Negroes from Princes Island, was only twenty, a number far short of ber due 
complement, according to the usual average of crews in the Portuguese Slave Trade. 

Atter the final close of the case, still further circumstances arose confirmatory of the grounds 
of the judgment that had been pronounced, ‘The Slaves taken on board of the Gaviao, at St. Thomas's, 
aad at Princes Island, with the exception of the one named Now, who is still at Regent ‘own, 
were settled at Sierra Leone as freemen, in several employments,more or less profitable; one of them, 
a cooper, who was put on board at St. Thomas's, was in the service of Mr. George Nicol, who 
prid him five shillings a day, and was well satished with him; yet all of these, this cooper as 
well as the others, made choice to re-embark on board of the Gaviao to accompany their Master, 
Macedo, to lus alterior destination, rather than to remain in this Colony. ‘This is, at least, a 
‘convincing proof that they did not look forward to any rigorous slavery ; much less to being 
aubjected to the ordinary purposes and the common course of the traffick. 

_ A further circumstance still of confirnation, of the evidence upon which the decision of the 
case of the Gaviao rests, was found more recently in the perusal of the mass of papers of every 
description brought into the British and Portuguese Mixed Court in the case of the Conde de 
Villa Flor, In the special examination of Macedo, the Master of the Gaviao, when that person 
was required to account for the departure of every individual absent from the ship's company, 
according to the original roll, he stated that Azevedo, the first Clerk named in that roll, did not 
sail with him, having gone on board of another vessel belonging to the same Owner. Anong the 
yapers on board of the Conde de Villa Flor a log-book was found belonging to a vessel called the 
Beta do Dios da Morgueira, the property of that Owner, Elias Coelbo Cintra, of Pernambuco. 
That log-book contained the journal of a voyage of that vessel from Pernambuco to Bissao, at 
the time when Macedo was on the voyage in which he was taken in tbe Gaviao; and in that log- 
book Azevedo was named as first Clerk of that vessel. 

This isa trifling circumstance in’ itselt, but it is strong in confirmation of the reality of that 
deficiency of which the absence of the identical person formed a material part. . mS 

The reference so particularly m ade to the case uf the Gaviao, will be my excuse for reciting these 
circumstances, collected and marked in remembrance by me, with reference to that case which did 
“mot cease fo engage my most anxious consideration, for I was well aware that my decision upon 
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that-case world undergaa rigid scrutiny, as being the fret instance in which a British Commissiover 
decided for the restitution of a vessel detained on a charge of being engaged in illegal Slave Trade. 
Iwas also well aware that there were individuals who would employ every art and every effort to 
bring that decision into disrepute and disgrace. I have had, theretore, a satisfaction which will 
de easily understood in the accession of these circumstances of confirmation to my former convic- 
tion; and without undervaluing Mr, Gregory's confidenee in the propriety of his opinion, I am 
strengthened in my confidence of the propriety of mine. 

The case of tle Nymfa del Mar, has been shewn to be altogether different from the case of the 
Gaviao, in the most material circumstances, and it is in consequence of that difference that [ 
pronounce a decision as different. In the case of the Gaviao, the Slaves taken on board at St. 
Thomas and Princes Islands, appeared to have been embarked for other purposes than those of the 
Traffick. in the case of the Nymfa del Mar, the Slaves, with respect to whom the question has 
arisen, appear to have been embarked for the purposes of the traffick, and for those purposes alone. 
The question is not, as the Agent for the Captors has coniended, a mere question of law, on the 
contrary it is a mere question of evidence.. The Jate additional Article has strengthened the law: 
but the principle of the law of this case I_consider to have been settled in the case of the Gaviao; 
in which it was agreed thet an embarkation of Slaves fur the traffick froth the Islands on the 
Afric:n Coast, belonging to Portugal, is to be regarded as on the same footing with an embarka- 
tion of the same nature from the coast itself. The question is, therefore, a mere question of 
cridence, with the view to ascertain whether the embarkation was for the traffick ; in this case, it 
#8 proved to my fall conviction that the embarkation was for the traftick. ; 

‘Fhe decision is, that the Nymfa del Mar, at the time of her detention, was engaged in the illegal 
traffick for Slaves, and that she was subject and liable to condemnation, and would be condemued 
‘as pnze to the Crowns of Great Britain and Portugal, if she bad not perished at sea. 

The Slaves belonging to the Nymfa del Mar, to whom the principles and the reasoning upon 
-which this decision rests are applieable, are to be emancipated. These are the two named Anto- 
nio, and Franco, or Francisco. The third Slave, Manoel, does not come under the provisions of 
the Treaty and Convention between Great Britain and Portugal, or rather he is excluded from the 
operation, by special provisions eontained in the Treaty as well as in the Convention, respecting 
Negro servants and sailors belonging to Subjects of the Crown of Portugal. 


(Siyned) EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


No. 30. 


| Messra. Gregory and Fitzgerald to Mr. Secretary Canning —( Received 7 
_ May 16, 1823.) 


(Extract.) | | Sierra Leone, Dec. 8, 1822. 


We have the honour to forward to you an abstract of the case of the Portu- 
guese brig Comserciante, taken on Sept. 7, 1822, in the river Cameroons, by 
the boats of His Majesty’s ship Driver, dispatched by Captain Wolrige, 
of that ship, under the command of Lieutenant King. The Commerciante 
condemned by the British and Portuguese Mixed Court, on December 7, 
1822. : 

You are respectfully requested to observe, that, as the boats of the Driver 
eee the Place where the Commerciante was at anchor, a landing 
of Slaves from that vessel was perceived, which Slaves were delivered up and 
re-embarked, on demand made to the local Chiefs, 

We woutd beg leave to request your particular attention to the permission 
given, in the royal passport found on board of the Commerciante, to call at 
the Cameroons, St. Thomas, and Princes Island,- for objects of lawful com- 
merce, such as gold, palsn-oil, and ivory. This pretended lawful commerce to 
the Northward of the Lime is altogether incompatible, in reality, with a 
‘Slave-trading voyage to the Stations, in which that trade is permitted to Portu- 
guese Subjects South of the Line. The only object that such an association 
ean have, is to afford facility to illegal Slave Trade in the Stations to the North 
FF the Line. - | | 
The practice recently common = the Portuguese mariners on this 
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coast, of agrecing to give the name of Molembo, or Cabinda, (Stations of legal 
Portuguese Slave Trade) to Places to the Northward of the Line, where their 
Slaves have been embarked, was remarkably exemplified in this case of 
the Commerciante. 

(Signed) -E. GREGORY. 
TheRight Ton. George Canning, EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


&e. Se. &c. 


(Inclosure in No. 30.) 


Case of the Portugucse Brig Commerciante, condemned in the British 
and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission, on Saturday, December 7, 
1822. 


THE brig Commerciante, Domingo Ribeiro Folha, Master, was taxen on the 7th of Septem- 
‘ber 1822, in the river Cameroons, by the boats of His Majesty's ship Driver, dyteched by Captain 
Wolrige of that ship, under the command of Licutenant King. 

The declaration of Captain Wolrize states the particulars of the capture in the following terms : 

‘< T despatched two boats belonging to the suid sloop up the river Cameroons, for the purpose 
** of capturing all vessels illegally trafficking in Slaves; and at 7 4. M., Saturday the 7th ot Sep- 
“* tember 1822, Lieutenant King in command of the said boats, and acting by my orders, did cap- 
“ture the Portuguese brig Commerciante, Domingo Ribcira Folha, Master, he having distinctly 
“< observed when pulling up to her that she was landing Slaves, and which was admitted by the 
** crew at bis taking possession, and further the said Slaves were instautly and voluntarily re-em- 
“* barked by the Native Chief, from whom they had been purchased.” 

The latitude and longitude of the place of capture is not mentioned either in the declaration, or 
in any other of the documents filed on the-part of the Captor. 

The river Cameroons, according to general estimation, is in lat. 3. 40 North. 

It was found by the inspection of the documents belonging to the vessel, that the Commerciante 
had regular papers for a Jegal Slave-trading voyage trom Babiato Molembo, with liberty to call at the 
Cameroons and at St. Thomas's and Princes Islands for purposes of lawful commerce. This liberty 
has been in this instance, as in all others that have come under the notice of the British and Por- 
tuguese Court, made the means of giving facility to illegal Slave Trade in a Station more favourable 
for that Traffick, to the Northward of the Line. | ~ ; 

There is a Royal Passport from the provisional junta of Government at Bahia, authorizing the 
voyage in this course, and limiting the number of Negroes to be importcd on board of the vessel to 
six hundred andtwelve, being in proportion of five to every two tons, as fixed by law, her burthea 
being two hundred and sixty-five tous. 

Francisco Ignacio Cerqueiro Nobre, of Bahia, was the Owner of this vessel. 

The Commerciante sailed from Bahia on the 10th of June 1822. On the 16th of July, accord- 
ing to the log-bouk, she was in sight ot Cape Palmas ; and on the 24th of that month, she entered 
the river Cameroons, Here the journal apparently ends. The memorandum of the entry into the 
river is written at the top of the last page, which is already full; but short entries are made in 
another part for the subsequent days, down to the 6th of September inclusive, which was the day 
preceding the Capture. ‘These entries are found in the margin of the first pages of the book be- 
ginning with the 25th day of July, which is called the first day on shore. A note is prefixed, 
stating that the vessel had been forty-seven days at sea, to the day of entering the river inclusive. 
Thus the sixth day of September is the forty-tbird day on shore, and opposite to the note of that 
day, on the margin at the other side of the page, isa note of the same form, stating that four 
Slaves had diced on shore down to the end of August, These notes are made in such a torm, that, 
without minute examination, they might pass for the common-place remarks in the ship's 
reckoning. 

. There is another serics of notes, on a small scrap of paper, prefixed to a collection of papers de- 
livered into the Registry, which series seems to have been intendéd to correspond with the list of 
deaths of Negroes at the end of the marginal notes already mentioned. ‘This series runs thus :- 

13th day of August - - = = «© - = one Negro died 
20th = = - = = © = = + = + one Negro died 
23th - 2 = - = = = = = = © one Negro died 
2d of September - - - - = = = one Negro died, . cme oe 

These notes, collectively and separately, connect this vessel and her transactions down from the 
time when she appeared on the coast to her entrance into the river Cameroons, and from tbat to the 
time when she was taken in the Slave Trade to the northward of the Line. She could not possibly 
have gone first to Molembo and thence come to the Cameroons, ‘The entries of Jutitude in the log- 
‘book from the 29th of June, when she crossed to the northward of the Line, are invariably-on that 
side down to the day of her entrance into the Cameroons, and from that day down to the cap- 
‘ture the notes already mentioned shew that she remained stationary there. Consequently the 
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Mate (Martins), as well as the seaman Cabreira, must have spoken falscly in declaring, in the 
examinations on the standing interrogatories, that the vessel bad been at Molembo, and had come 
thence to the Cameroons, ‘This allegation could only be explained by supposing that these men 
applicd the name of Molembo indefinitely to the Slave-trading Stations to the northyard of the 
Line; but as there is not in the log-book any mention of having entered into or having seen aay 
of chose Stations, from the time of making the coast near Cape Palmas to the time of going into 
the Cameroons, they cannot have even the benefit of this excuse. 

~ Martins makes a general achnowledyment of Slave-trading transactions in the Cameroons, in 
answer to the interrogatories upon that head. Cabreira, in the first instance, denies that any 
Slaves had been on board for the traflick during the voyage, as stated in the testimony of Martins, 
to whose statement Cabreira indirectly accedes, in his answers to the fourth special interrogatory, 
put to him on the part of the Captors, saying, that ‘‘ many black people went on shore from the 
“« Commerciante on the appearance of the man of wer's boats. He does not know whether 
“(they are Slaves or not.” After this admission, there cannot be any doubt that Slaves had 
been on board for the purposes of the traffick, and that they were landed on the approach of the 
boats of the Driver, as stated in the declaration of the Captor. A further confirmation is found 
in the answer of the same Cabreira to the fifth special interrogatory, in which he says, ‘* he does 
‘* not know whether the Slaves which were on board of the brig, on her arrival at this Port, were 
** on board before her capture or not.” 

These answers, at the same time that they amount to a full admission of the fact of the em- 
barkation of Slaves for the traffick before the capture, which fact this witness had betore abso- 
lutely denied, shew a strong disposition and determination to conceal the truth by means of 
perjury and prevarication. , 

The Commissioners agreed, that some means ought to be adopted, to counteract the growing 
practice of applying the false name ot Molembo to the Slave-trading stations, to the Northward 
of the Line; and if the Court should not, in the present instance, animadvert upon the trans- 
gressions of Martins, as well as of Cabreira in this respect, it appeared that, at least, Cabreira 
ought to be committed to the custody of the Marshal, for his gross prevaricatiou respecting the 
fact of the embarkation of Slaves for the traffick. 7 

Tie Commerciante was condemned by the unanimous decision of the Commissioners, as prize 
to the Crowns of Great Britain and Portugal, ‘The Slaves belonging to ber wére emancipated ; 
they were one hundred and sixty-seven ; thirteen of those delivered up as belonging to her, having 
died on the passage from the Cameroons to Sierra Leone. 

_An order was made tor the commitment of Diego Cabreira, for prevarication in his answers 
upon the examination before the Registrar, ; 

The medical Officer, attached to the Commissions (Mf. Shower) having recommended in his 
report upon visiting the Commerciante, the landing of the whole of the Slaves as early as possible, 
on the ground that, although they were in a pretty good state of health, many of them were much 
emaciated and weakened, an order for the landing of the whole was dispatched forthwith, on No= 
wember 15, the day of the arrival. 7 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. | 

EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


No. 31. 


Messrs. Gregory and Filzgerald.to Mr. Secretary Canning —( Received 
May 10.) 


(Extract,) Sierra Leone, January 1, 1823. 


‘WE have the honour to lay before you an abstract of the case of the 
Portuguese brigantine San Antonio de Lisboa, detained by His Majesty’s 
ship Bann, Captain Phillips, for being engaged in the illicit Traffick in Slaves, 
and condemned in the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission, 
on the 23d ultimo. | 

_ You will observe, Sir, that the gross prevarications committed by the 
Mastcr and Surgeon of the Lisboa, in asserting in the first instance, and 
maintaining almost to the last moment, that the Slaves were embarked at 
Molembo, drew forth the animadversion of the Court, by whose order the 
offending individuals were committed to the custody of the Marshal. 

(Signed) E. GREGORY. 

| — EDWARD FITZGERALD. | 
The Right Hon. George Canning, | 


&c. &ec. &e. 
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(Inclesure in No. 31.) 


Abstract of the Case of the Portuguese Brigantine, Santo Antonio de Lisboa, 
Jozé Machado, Master, condemned on Monday the 23d of December 1822. 


THE Santo Antonie de Lisboa, owned by Francisco Xavier Leao, of Bahia, was fitted out at 
that Place professedly tor a Slave-trading voyage to Molembo, She had regular clearance papers 
with a Royal passport, numbered thirteen, and dated the 2d of May )822, authorizing her to 
proceed to Molembo, via St. Thomas and Princes Islands. She was allowed to take in two hundred 
and ninety-five Slaves,. whieh number was proportioned to her burthen of one hundred aod 
eighteen and a quarter tons, a8 stated in the passport. 

The Santo Antonio de Lisboa, sailed from Bahia, on the }3th of May 1822; on the I5th of 
July, she was found off Porto Novo, ia lat. 6 deg. 20 min. North, long. 3 deg. 35 min. East, by 
His Majesty's ship Driver. Ou the passport of the Brigantine there appeared the following notes 
of visitations made on board of the vessel fron: several of His Majesty's cruizers at diferent times. 

Boarded 15th July 1822, off Porto Novo, by His Majesty's ship Driver, signed Joba King, 
Lieutenant. 

Boarded, 8th of August 1822, by His Majesty's brig Suapper, eff Porto Novo, signed T. H. 
Rothrey, Licurenant and Commander, 

Boarded, 30th of August 1822, by His Majesty's ship Baon, off Porto Novo, signed Joba 
Hudson, Lieutenant. 

The brigantine was brought to Sierra Leone, on the 15th of November, the declaration to be 
made by Capters on the detention of Portuguese Slave-vessels, was not furwarded by the Captor 
in this case. But by the affidavit that was made by Lieutenant Cotgrave, of the Bann, oa 
bringing the papers of the Santo Antonio de Lisbua, into the Registry Office, it appeared that the 
brigantine was detained, on the 5th of October 1822, in lat. 6 deg. 20min. North, long. 2deg. 
43 min, Kast, by His Majesty’s ship Bann, Captain Phillips, for being engaged in an illicit treffck 
in Slaves; and bya certificate of Captain Phillips, dated the 6th of October 1822, that was filed 
in the Registry on the day of adjudication, it appeared that there were three hundred aud thirty- 
six Slaves on board at the date of capture, 

_ The witnesses who were exumined in the ease, were the Muster, Machado, and the Surgeon, 
Phelipe Sierra. 

, Fhe Master declared, in answer to the standing interrogatories, that the voyage commenced at 
Bahia ; that the last clearing Port the vessel sailed from was Molembo; that she anehored a 
Molembo, at Elmina, and at Porto Novo ; that she went to Molembo for Slaves, to Kimina and 
te Porte Novo te sell tobacco ; that all the Slaves were tnken on board at Molembo. 

Sierra, the other witness, declared, in his answers to the standing interrogatories, that all the 
Slaves were taken on board at Molembo, but he professed ignorance of the vessel's having touched 
at any other Place than at Malembo, he having been, as be stated, left on shore at that Place, 

In answer to Spccial Interrogatories put to these men on the part of the Captors, the Master, 
after some attempts at evasion, said that the whote cargo of Slaves in question was purchased ia 
the Bight of Benin, viz. at Porto Novo, and there embarked, that his Slaves had been but one 
day on board, when bis vessel was seized. Thé. Surgeon in answer to the same interrogatories, 
professed ignorance of all matters, touching the place of the embarkation of the Slaves, though he 
could not, as be answered, take on himself to swear on the Bible or Holy Cross, that the Slaves 
wére vot enibarked in the Bight of Benin or Biafra, as he was ap the country sick, and when he 


came down, he found the vessel’ ready for sea. 


The affidavits of two of the Slaves fomid on board of the brigantine were also taken on the 
part of the Captors. ‘These Slaves deposed ‘* that they were Natives of Dahomy, and were 
“¢ Dutchased as Slavesin that Country by Jozé Machado, the Master of the schooner Ban Artonio 
‘Cde Lisboa, who is produced and recognized by them,.who kept them confined in irens, 
“being chained by the lege to eveb other, and with an iron chain round their necks ; 
*« that they, wid fhe rest of the Slaves, were carticd from the shores of Dalomy to the schooner 
“in canoes, and embarked all in ove day; that on the eighth day afterwards they were taken by 


the man of war.’ Tbe Slaves could not have been on beard so long before the detention took 


ace, according to the confession of the Master, and accoriling to what appeared written ina 
journal found on board of the vessel by the Captors. 
This jourual states the arrival of the brigantine at Purto Novo on the 27th of June 1622, and 


‘stutes the occurrences of each day, to the dth of October tollowing, whilst the vessel lay off Porto 
Novo.,” It states the outward cargo to have beeir landed at Porto Nevo ; and in regard to what 


was fo have béen the bufieward cargo; it cuntains aw entry made oo the 5th of October, as 
fullows: _ * — | . os 
‘* Saturday 5th of October, 1622. 


ary, ‘Day ot ‘they “At ce break, the sky and the horizon clouded ; wind fresh from the W. 
a 


voyage, 145." 5 8. WwW; 


Liiches abd canoes: went: from all the vessels, to bring our bales, 


‘ss Which sere 850, we experieteed the greatest pleasure that can be conceived; we made sail 


*¢ at four o'clock in the afternoon trom Molembo for Bahia: authing further.” | 
The 330 bales here mentioned, were the 330 Slaves, which, With six Slarés in addition, were 
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fornd on board of the vessel at the time of her detention by the Bann, a few hours after the de- 
parture from Porto Novo, the Molembo of the Slave-dealers. , 

The Commissioners taking into consideration the inherent improbability and inconsistency of 
the original statements of the Master and Surgeon of the San Antonio, alledginy that the Slaves 
avere embarked at Molembo, and that the vessel weut from that Place :o Himina, and from 
Ehniua to Porto Novo, with those Slaves on board, in order to sell tobacco; considering also the 
facts and circumstances tending to impress a full persuasion that the whole of the business of the 
voyage was transacted at Porto Novo, down to the embarkation of the Slaves, described in terms 
‘of such strong exultation in the Journal; considering farther the declaration of the Slaves of 
Dahomy, purchased in that Country and brought directly thence for embarkation ; considering, 
finally, the ultimate admission of the Master, when examined on special interrogatories, that the 
“© whole of the Slaves were purchased in the Bight ot Beuin, viz at Purto Novy, and there em- 
‘** barked.” . 

On all these considerations, the Commissioners were convinced that the Slaves were embarked 
‘at Porto Novo to the north of the Equator; that the Santo Antonio de Lisbor was enyaged in 
the illegal Trafick in Slaves, aud were of opinion, accordingly, that she should be coudenmed as 
prize to the Crowns of Great Britain and Portagal, and that her Slaves should be emancipated. 

The Master and Surgeon were cominitted to the custody of the Marshal tor prevarication in 
their evidence. 

Part of the Siaves of the Santo Antonio de Lisboa, soon after the detention, were put on board 
of a Spanish Schooner, ‘named the San Rafuel, that had been previously detained by the Bann, 
The Slaves on board of this vessel, and those lett on board of the brigantine, arrived at Sierra Leone 
dna sickly state, some ot thein being intected with the small pox: several Slaves bad died on. the 
passage to Sierra Leone. 

At the recommendation of Mr. Shawer, the Medical Officer attendant on the Slaves, part of 
them, and subsequently, on the petition of the Captors, the whole of the Slaves were given 
cover to the humane care of the Colonial Authorities and Medical Officers of the Colony. 

‘Two hundred and ninety-one Slaves were emancipated, 
: . {Sigued) - - KE GREGORY. 
EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


No. 32. 


Messrs. Gregory and Filzgerald to Mr. Secretary Canning —( Received 
| May 10.) 


Sir, , Sierra Leone, January 2, 1823. 


WE have the honour to inclose herewith, for your information, an abstract 
of the case of the Portuguese schooner Juliana, detained with one hundred 
and twelve Slaves on board, en the 31st of October last, in Jat. 5 deg. 43 min. 
N. long. 3 deg. 17 min. E. by His Majesty’s ship Bann, Captam Philhps. ‘The 
Slaves had been embarked at Porto Novo, in lat. 6 deg. 20 min. N. the day 
. preceding the capture of the vessel. The Juliana was condemned as prize, and 
| hes Slaves emancipated. | 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREGORY. , 
The Right Hon. George Canning, EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


&c. &e. &c. 


(Inclosure in No.-32.) 


Abstract of the Case of the Portuguese Schooner Juliana, Joao Exequied 
Leal, Muster, condemned on Monday the 30th of December 1822. 


THIS vessel appeared to have cleared out at the Portuguese Island of Saint Thomas; the 
apers found on board of the schooner appexred to have been given by the Authorities there ; 
they stuted the vessel to belong to Bahia, und to be owned by Inocencio Marques. No papers, 
however, from the Authorities at Bahia appeared amongst those that were obtained at Saint 
T s'8. 
saad was a simple passport from the Provisional Government of Saint Thomas, dated the 9th 
of October 1821, authorising the Jaliana to proceed to the Coast of Elmina, to engage in the 
4 Jicit traffick in cloths, gold, ivory and oil."’ There appeered a muster-roll, stating the crew to 
consist of twenty-eight persons, including the Master, | 
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The Juliana was detained on the 3)st of October 1822, by His Majesty’s ship Bann, Captain 
Plillips, in lat. 5 deg. 43 min, N. long. 3 deg. 17 min. E. with one hundred and twelve Slaves om 
‘board, Sie was bronght to Sierra Leone on the 19th of December. 

The witnesses examined in the case were Phelipe Santiago, seaman, and Bernardo Merelles, 
‘barber, or surgeon. They deposed that the Juliana belonged to Bahia, and to Inocencio Marques, 
who resided there ; ; that the voyage began at Bahia, and was to have ended at that Place ; that 
‘they went to Porto Novo, which is in let. 6 deg. 20min. N. long. 3 deg. 35 min. E. ; that the 
schooner took in her Slaves at that Place on the day preceding her capture, 

The Commissioners on this evidence decreed the condemnation of the Juliana as prize to the 
‘Crowns of Great Britain and Portugal, for being engaged in the illicit Traffick in Slaves, and de- 
creed her Slaves, ninety-four in number, to be emancipated, 

At the recosnmendation of the Medical Officer attendant on the Slaves, Mr. Shower, and on 
the petition of the Proctor for the Captors, the Slaves were landed, as being in a wesk and sickly 
state, the day after the arrival of the Juliana. 

On the face of the Juliana’s papers there appeared notes of visitations made on board from 
several of His Majesty's cruizers. ‘hese notes shew the extraordinary length of time that the 
‘echooner remained on the coast, us well as that they shew the fearlessness with which her people 
pursued the illicit Trafiick in Slaves on shore at Porto Novo. These notes appear on the passport 
an the following order : 

Bearded, Isth April, by His Majesty's ship Morgiana, signed Thomas Ross, Lieutenant. 

Boarded, 6th May 1822, by His Majesty's ship Pheasant. 

Bhoarded, 29th May 1822, by Lis Majesty’s brig Thistle. 

Boarded, 15th July 1822, by His Majesty's ship Driver, signed J. King, Lieutenant. 

Boarded, 8th August 1822, off Porto Novo, by His Majesty's brig Snapper. 

Boarded, 30th August 1822, off Porto Novo, by His Mayesty’s ship Bann, signed J. Hudson, 
Lientenant. 

Boarded, 95th October 1822, of Porto Novo, by His Majesty's ship Bann, signed J. Hudson, 
Lieutenant. 

No Slaves being on board of the Juliana at the time of these visitations, and there not being 
any well grounded suspicion in the minds of the British visigors, of Slaves having been on board at 
any time, the vessel was not, of course, molested. 

The length of time during which the Juliana renmined off Porto Novo, for the collection of the 
Slaves that were to be embarked on board of her, was understood to have been occasioned by the 
‘bad quality of the goods of her outward cargo, which caused great difficulty in obtaining Slaves 


dn exchange for them, 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. 
EDWARD FITZGERALD. 
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No. 33. 

Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received 
May 10.) 

Sir, — Sterra Leone, January 20, 1323. 


WE have the ‘honour to inclose herewith an abstract of the case of 
the Portuguese schooner Conceicao. This vessel, was detained off the 
Portiiguese Isiand of Saint Thomas, by His Majesty’ s ship Bann, Captain 
Phillips, on the 13th of November 1822, with two hundred and seven Slaves 

that had been taken on board in the river Cameroons, to the Northward of 
the Equator. 

The detention of the Conccigao was stated by the Captor to have taken place 
at cight or nine miles distance from the shores of Saint Thomas. The Portu- 
guese scamen, who were examined as witnesses, differcd upon this point; one, 
Joze Antonio, saying that the Place’ of detention was four or five leugues dis: 
tant from the Island of Saint Thomas, another, Francisco Reis, saying that it 
was only one mile. Antonio, the Cook, who was also examined, says nothing 
‘of the distance. The Provisional Government: of the Island, with whom 
“Captain Phillips communicated immediately after the capture, made no ob- 
jection to the locality of the capture, as coming within the limits of the.pro- 
tection given to vessels within gun-shot of Portuguese fortresscs by tlre-second 
Article of the Instructions for ships of war. 

The Commissioners were, consequently, of opinion, that the detention of 


Ui 
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the Conceicao was legal. The véssel was therefore condemned, and her 
Slaves brought to this Colony were emancipated, 

The communications that took place between Captain Phillips and the 
Provisional Government of St. Thomas, being particularly marked with the 
spirit of concthation and harmony, which, according to the original Ictter of 
instructions from Viscount Castlereagh, His Majesty is desirous should 
be preserved between His subjects and those of His Most Faithful Majesty, 
under the stipulations of the Treaty and Convention, we have thought it 
due to the parties to forward herewith copics of those documents in con- 
nexion with the case. 


We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) FE. GREGORY. | 
The Right Hon. George Canning, EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


yc. &e. &e. 


(First Inclosure in No. 33.) 


Abstract of the Case of the Portuguese Schoaner Conceicao, Jose Lourenco 
da Silva, Master, condemned on Saturday, January 18, 1823. 


THIS vessel belonged to Bahia, and was owned by Francisco Ignacio de Cerqueira Nobre of that 
Place. She had regular clearance-papers tor a legal Slave-trading voyage to Molembo, via Saint 
Thomas’s, Princes Island, andthe river Cameroons. Wer Royal Passport, numbered 26, and dated 
the 3ist of July 1822, authorized ber to carry four hundred and eighteen Slaves. It was stated in 
some of the papers that the Conceicao was to procced to St. Thomas's, to Princes, and to the 
‘Cameroons for ‘oil and ivory,” and to Motembo ‘ for Slaves.” 

The vessel sailed from Bahia on the Ist ef August 1822. On the 13th of November following, 
‘she was detained, whilst on ber return voyage, with two hundred and seven Slaves on board, by 
His Majesty’s ship Bann, Captain Philips. ‘The declaration of Captain Phillips stated, that the 
-detention took place off the island of St. Thomas. Thie vessel arrived at Sierra Leone on the 24th 
‘ot December, | 

The witnesses examined in the case were two of the Seamen and the Cook of the Conceicao. 
‘They all three deposed, that the vessel bad sailed from Bahia and had gone to the river Cameroons 
for Slaves ; that the Slaves on board were are all taken in at the Cameroons, and that the vessel 
avas retuining to Bahia when detained by the Bann. 

With regard to the Place of the detention of the schooner, ene of the witnesses said, that he first 
saw the capturing vessel to the Northward of St. Thomas ; that the schooner was taken four of 
five leayues from St. Thomas; that atthe time the schooner was pursued she was steering for St. 
Thomas to repair her masts. ‘Lhe second witness said, that he first saw the capturing vessel off St. 
Thomas; that the vessef was captured off that Island; that her course was not altered, nor additional 
sail made, upon the appcarance of the capturing vessel. The third witness stated, that he saw the 
capturing vessel off St. ‘Phomas; that the schooner was captured at about one mile from the Island 
of St. Lhomas; that the schooner was taken by tlre boats of the capturing vessel at the time she 
‘was steering her course tor Bahia. ° | 

Qn the day appointed for adjudication, Captain Phillips tendered to the Court a copy of a letter 
addressed by him, under date of the 14th of November 1522, to the Governor of the Island of St. 
‘Thomas, stating that the boats of the ship ander his command had detained the Portuguese su- 
‘maca Conceicgao, with two hundred-and seven Slaves on-board, embarked in the Cameroons ; that 
the detention tovk place eight or nine miles from the shores of the territory of His Most Faithful 
Majesty; and stating that he, Captain Phillips, wished to land the crew of the Conccicao on the 


Island, if the Governor had no objection, .Captaia Phillips also tendered to the Courtan original » 


letter, dated St. Thomas, the 14th of November 1822, addressed by the Members of the Provisional 
Government of the Island, in answer to the letter of Captain Phillips. 

This letter, from the Portuguese Government of St. Thomas, acknowledge: the reccipt of Captain 
Phillips's letter, communicating the fact of the deteation of the schooner at the distance of nine 


miles trom the Portuguese territory; it stated that the Government remained aware of that fact, 


and that it had no objection to the landing of the Portuguese crew, whenever Captain Phillips 
might please to put them on shore. . 

These documents were tendered to the Court’ by Captain Phillips, with the view of shewing that 
he had made known the fact of -the detention to the Government of St. Thomas ;. that detention 
having taken place within a short distance of the Island. . 

The Cominissioners found it clearly proved that the Conccicao had taken in her Slaves at the 
river Cameroons, to the northward of the Equator. Consequently, the Traffick in Slaves, in which 
the had been engaged, was illegal. 

The Commissioners were, further of opinion, that the detention of the Canceicao was Icgal, in- 
-asmuch as it appeared that the vesscl was detained whilst under sail endeayowing to reach St 
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Thomas, and that it was not proved that there was, by her detention, a violation of the 2d 
Article of the Instructions for the Cruizers annexed to the Convention, which declares ‘* that no 
<¢ aperchantmen or Slave-ship can, on any account or pretence whatever, be visited or detained 
<c whilst in the port or ruadstead belonging to either of the two High Contracting Partics, or 
‘within cannon-shot of the batteries on shore.” , 
The declaration of the Captor, that the detention took place nine miles from the Island, did 
not appear to be affected by the evidence of the Portuguese mariners, who stated the distance at 
which the detention took place to have been, according to one, at four or five lengues, and ac- 


cording to another, at one mile from the Island. 
The Commissioners considered that the estimation of the distance by these mariners could not, 
judging by the variance between their testimony, have been very precise; that the letter received 
by Captain Phillips from the Provisional Government of St. Thomas, indicated that there Lad not 
been a violation of the 2d Article of the Instractions for the cruizers, as, lad any been committed, 
it was to be presumed that the Portuguese Government of St. Thomas would have noticed and 
represented it in its answer to the letter of Captain Phillips. 

The Commissioner of His Most Faithful Majesty concurred with the British Commissioners 
in a decree for the condemnation of the Conceicao as prize to the Crowns of Great Britain and 
Portugal, and for the emancipation of the Slaves. | | 

At the recommendation of Mr. Shower, the Medical Officer, and on the petition of the Proctor 
for the Captors, the Slaves were landed a few days after the arrival of the Couceicao in the 


‘harbour, One hundred and seventy-eight were emancipated, 
(Signed) E. GREGORY. 


EDWARD FITZGERALD. - 


(Second Inclosure in No. 33.) 
Capiain Phillips to the Governor of the Island of St. Thomas. 


His Majesty's Ship Bann, at St. Thomas, November 14, 1822. 


May 17 PLEASE YOUR ExceLLency, . 
_ ] BEG to inform you of the detention, by the boats of His Majesty's ship Bann, under my com- 
mind, of the Conceigao, Portuguese sumaca, with 207 Slaves ou board, embarked in the Canre- 
-roous, Her detention took place eight or nine miles distant from the shores of the territory of 
His Most Faithful Majesty, and is consequently a just subject for detention, agreeably to the ex- 
isting ‘Treaties between our respective Sovereigus. ‘The crew, as Portuguese subjects, I wish to 
land at St. ‘Thomas's, if Your Excellency has no objection. The vessel will be dispatched, I 
hope, by this evening, but I am not quite certain, as her mast requires some repair. - 
The dispatch your Excellency received from me respecting the schooner laying in the Bay of 
St. Anna de Chaves, was forwarded by a canoe belonging to the town, supposing it would be the 
last opportunity I should have of communicating with the Place, which I trust will plead ao aiuple 
apology for the informality of its delivery. | | 
The bearer of this should have been an Officer of higher rank, but, from the number. of. prizes 
taken, we are consequently so short of them, and so busily employed, that none other could be 
spared, as it is my intention to proceed to sca with His Majesty’s ship this evening, in the fur- 
therance of her cruize, as well as to dispatch the Conceicao for Sierra Leone. 
. ] bave the bonour to be, &c. 
iis Excellency The Governor . | (Signed) CHAS. PHILLIPS, 
of the Island of SE. Thomas. Captain of His Majesty's Ship Baun. 


(Third Inclosure in No. 33.) 


__« Dhe Governor of the Island of St. Thomas to Captain Phillips. 


ae - GIRs 


(Translation.) — 


“. WE have received your despatch of this day, in which you inform us that you have captured, 
_. at nyne miles distance from the Portuguese territory, the brigantine Conceigao, Joze Lourenco da 
Silva, Master, with two hundred aud twenty Slaves that were shipped at the Cameroons ; and that 
you sutead to send the vessel away this evening after landing the Portuguese crew. ae 

We have the honour to acquaint you, that we remain informed of the contents of your despatch, 
and that you may direct the said Portuguese crew to be landed whenever you please. We remuil 


grateful for the attention which you shew towards us: may heaven preserve you, 
| € the Island-of Sc. Thomas, the Ldth uf November 't822. 


_- Palace of the Provisional Government 0 

ee | Do (Signed) JOAO BAPTISTA E SILVA DE LAGOS, ., 
Charles Phillips, Esq. FAUSTINO DIAS DE ANDRADE. _. 
We, we. Be "ANDRES TEIXR4. DE SZ4. #& ARAYAO, 


Ss BP 


te 


GOB 
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No. 34. 
Messrs. Gregory ard Fitzgerald to Mr. Secretary Canning. —( Received 
May 16.) | 
( Extract.) | ~ Sierra Leone, January 31, 1823. 


WE have the honour to inclose herewith an abstract of the case of the Por- 
tuguese schooner Magdalena, detained by His Majesty’s ship Bann, on the 
29th of September last, in latitude 1 deg. 9 min. North, and longitude 7 deg. 


54min. East. Thirty-three Slaves were on board of the Magdalena at the . 


time of her detention. , 

The vessel was left at Princes Island as unfit to perform the voyage to 
Sierra Leone. The Slaves were brought to Sierra Leone on board of the 
Bann. The case was not brought into the Mixed Court until the 14th of 
January, about which time the Bann arrived at Sierra Leone from her cruize 
to leeward. It was proved that the Slaves had been embarked at Cape Lopez, 
which is situated about 1 deg. to the southward of the Equator. This em- 
barkation involved a question altogether novel in the Mixed Court. ‘The 
question was, whether under the Treaty of Vienna of the 22d January 1815, 


and the Additional Convention. of the 28th July 1817, the Slave Trade could : 


be considered to be illegal for Portuguese Subjects, betwixt the Equator and 
the 5th deg. 12 min. of south latitude, so as t@ render vessels having on board 
Slaves, embarked within those limits, hable to condemnation by the Mixed 
Courts. ‘ _ _ | 
The Magdalena was decreed to be condemned as prize and her Slaves to be 


emancipated. ~ 


We beg leave to inclose the copy of a letter addressed by Captain Phillips. 
to. The Governor of Princes Island, witha copy of the Governor's reply thereto, 
relating to the Magdalena, which vessel Captain Phillips pronoied: to leave at 


Princes Island. 
7 (Signed) . KE. GREGORY. 
EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, 


&e. &e. = &e. 


(First Inclosure in No. 34.) 


Abstract of the Case of the Portuguese Schoener, Magdalena, Wunoel Fran- 
_, cisco do Carmo, Master, condemned on the 23d January 1823. | 


THIS vessel belonged to the Portuguese Island of St. Thomas; she was owned by Manoel 
Simao: her clearance papers stated that she was despatobed for the lawful Traffick in Slaves, but 
she had net any Royal passport to authorize her to engage in that traffick; she had merely a 
simple pass, dated the 14th August 1822, from the Provisional Government of St. Thomas, stating 


the object of her voyage to be, to engage in the lawtal Slave Trade at Cabinda. The crew of the 


a consisted of eight men, including the Master: she suiled from St. Thomas on the 16th 
of Angust. - 7 

On the 29th of September 1822, the Magdalena was detained by His Majesty's ship Bann, 
Captain Phillips. The declaration made by Captain Phillips in the case, states the particulars of 
the detention in the fullowing terms :— bg | 

“* I, Charles Phillips, Esq., Commander of His Britannick Majesty's ship Bann, hereby declare 
“ that, on the 29th day of September 1522, being in or about lat. 1 deg. 9 min North, and long, 
“*7deg. 54min. East, I detained the Magdalena da Praca, sailing under Portuguese colours, 
** armed with two guus, four-pounders, commanded by Manoel Francisco do Carmo, who declared 
** her to be bound trom Cape Lopez to the Island of St. Thomas, with a crew consisting of six 
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‘¢ men, and having on board thirty-three Slavex, said to have been tuken on board at Cspe Loper, 


“* on the and are enumerated as follows, viz. : | 
Healthy Sickly 
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“¢ And I do further declare, that the said vessel did not appear to be sea-worthy, and was not 
“© supplied with a sufficient stock for the.support of the said Negroes and crew on their destined 
“© voyage to Sierra Leone, in consideration of which | hage lett herin charge of the Governor of 
‘‘ the Portuguese Island of Princes, after having taken out her cargo, of which a list fs hereby 
** inclosed, until the decision of the Mixed Court of Commission shall be known."’ 

The case was not brought before the Court of Mixed Commission until the month of January, 
when the Bann arrived at Sierra Leone, from her cruize to leeward, The papers of the vessel 
were filed in the Registry on the 14th of that month. | 

None of the crew were brought to Sierra Leone: they were left at Princes Ixtand. A petition 
of Captain Phillips, praying that some of the most istelligent of the Slaves wight be examined ia 
order to prove that the Slaves on board were embarked at Cape Lopez, stated ** that having found 
“‘ the Magdalena unsea-worthy (as set forth in his declaration) he, Captain Phillips, was obliged 
“© to leave her and her crew at Princes Island, in the charye of the Governor.” 

One of the Slaves, named Gandé, was examined. This Slave said, ‘* that the schooser he was 
“*« put on board as a Slave lay at Curoungoo at the time he was so pat on board her; that all 
** the Slaves on board the said schooner, when captured, were embarked on board her at Cu- 
** roungoo, aforesaid.’"” The person who interpreted betwixt the Slave and the Registrar stated, 
“‘ that the Place called ‘Curoungoo in the language, and by the aforesaid Gandé, meant, in 
<« English, Cape Lopez.'’ This Cape is situated in about one degree of south latitude. | 

Amongst the papers delivered by the Master of the Magdalena to Captain Phillips, there was 
a letter signed Joze Gomez da Rocha, and addressed to a woman residing at St. Thomas's. Gomes 

da Rocha informed the woman in this letter that he had sent to her by the schooner some cloths, 
beads, knives, and a barrel of aguardente, and, he suid, *‘ when the schooner shall teturo, I wifl 
‘send you two Slaves,’’ (é coando vier a escuna the mandarei 2 cativos). a 

This man, Gomer da Rocha was the Master of a Portuguese schooner, named the Sinceridade ; 
this vessel was detained by the Bann, and sent to Sierra Leone for adjudication ; she had takea 
Slaves on board at Cape Lopez. Gomez da Rocha was brought iw the Bann to Sierra Leone, and 
the letter before mentioned having been shewn to him, be stated on oath, ‘* that being at Fetis 
“¢* Ponte, on the Western Coast of Africa, at about twenty-one miles to the northward wf C 
*€ Lopez Gonsalvez, in the Portuguese sumacha Sinceridade, of which deponent was then Master, 
“©on or about the J6th of the mooth of September lust past, hesaw the Portuguese schooner 
¢¢ Maygialena aforesaid, embark and receive on board thirty-three Slaves, natives of Africa, two 
‘<‘of whom belonged to this deponent; that the said schooner Magdalena was chen bound to 
- £© gnd sailed for the Island of St. Thomas, having the said cargo of Slaves onboard ; ‘and:terther, 
-** that the letter hereunto annexed,” (the letter that has been already mentioned), ‘‘.the same 
‘* being written i ae deponent, was by him sent in the Magdalena da Praca, directed to the 
*¢ Island of Saint Thomas.” | - 

‘Affidavits of the senior Lieutenant, and of the Master of the Pann, were filed in the Registry: 
they were to the effect, that it did not appear to them that ‘the Magdulena ‘was of a ‘sufficient size 
to undertake a voyage to Sierra Leone, from the place of capture, she being about thirteen tons 
burthen, and extremely leaky. : 

Before the case came on for adjudication, the Commissioners wished that some more of the 
Slaves should be examined touching the Place of their embarkation ; but it was represented to the 
Commissioners by the Registrar, that he had eudeavoured to examine others of the Slaves, but 
they were not sufficiently intelligible, apparently by reason of their not completely understanding 
the interpreter. | 

. "The case.came on for adjudication on the 23d of January. The Captors moved the condemnation 
_ of the vesseland the emancipation of her Slaves, first, onthe gronnd that the Slaves had been taken 
in ao illegal trafick, inasmuch as Portuguese subjects are not allowed to Trade in Slaves at Cape 
Lopez, bat only within the limits laid down in the 2d Article of the Convention, those'limits being 
on the Eastern Coast of Africa, from’ Cape Delgado to the bay of Lourenco Marques, and on the 
. Western Coast, from the 5th dey. 12th min. ‘South tat. to the 18th deg. South fat. The Captors 
moved fer the condemnation of the vessel, snd the emancipation of the Slaves; secondly, on tte 
- ground that the Magdalena was not provided with a Royal Passport to trade in Slaves conformable 
20 the model annexed to the Convention. — ; | 

The Commissioners noticed the total absence of the erew as a source of inconvenience, as the case 
evas made to depend mainly apor the evicence of one Slave. They observed;: that Cuptors would 

do best to seud part at Jeast of the crews of the vessels to be adjudged, in order to their bei 
examined as wituesses. And the Comnuszioners trusted that their satisfaction iv this matter would 
not be considered as of the !east importance by Captors. 

Captain Phillips observed that be would in tuture cases send the crews of detaived vessels to Sier 
Leone for examination. of 

The Commissioners in succession gave their decision upon:-the case. - ees | 

Mr. Gregory conceived it mnnecessary, as no-particular reason pressed: him:to commactit Opon:the 
Want of tac Royal Pussport in this case. | 
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Mr. ‘Gregory adverted to the absence of the crew, and observed that, under the circumstances of 
the case, the evidence of the Slave Gandé was considered by him admissible, and that it could be 
relied upon ; that evidence having been given, as stated by the Registrar, with clearness and promp- 
ititude, Mr. Gregory considered that the Slaves had been embarked at Cape Lopez. 

Adverting to the Place of the.embarkation of the Slaves, Mr. Gregory conceived that it was not 
Yegal for Portuguese subjects to engage in the Slave Trade at Cape Lopez; he conceived that the 
Slave Trade could only be legally carried on within the limits prescribed in the 2d Article 
of tle Convention; he conceived that Article to be explanatory of the Treaty of the 22d of Janu- 
ary 1522. Mr. Gregory, accordingly, considered that the traffick in which the Magdalena had 
een enguger was iHeyal, and that she should be condemned as prize, and that the Slaves belonging 
to ber that had been brougltto this Colony should be emancipated, | 

Mr. Altavita, His Most Faithtul Majesty's Commissary Judge, concwred with Mr, Gregory in 
‘bis opinion-for the coademnation of the vessel, and the emancipation of the Slaves. 

Mr. Fitzgerald, while be agreed in the decision in this case, for the condemnation of the vessel, 
- and the emancipation of the Slaves belonging to her, thought i right to point ont a distinction 
avhich, as he cunceived, left the Portuguese Slave Trade on that tract of the Cuast of Africa between 
the Equator and 5 deg. 12 min. Sonth latitude, not so directly and immediately under the strict 
probabition of the first Article of the Treaty of Vienna, and the first Article of the Additioval Cou- 
wention, which prohibitions were applied expressly to Slave ‘Trade carried on by Portuguese 
subjects to the northward ot the Equater. That tract, however, was not included in the limits 
within which the Slave Trade was declared legally open tu Portuguese subjects, and, consequently, 
vevhen 2 vessel having Slaves:on board embarked avithin thattract was detained legally to the north- 
svard of the Line, se that the burthen of the proof of the legality of the embarkation woald fall on 
She Master of tire vessel su detained, it would nat be possible to establish that legality, and con- 
sdemnation nnst foluw in-consequence, ‘Thre present case was, as he conceived, precisely of that 

nature, Mr. Fitzgerald impressed particularly the advantages that Captors would find, even with 
a view to their own interests and characters, in bringing the Masters and crews of.yictajucd pessels 
to the place of adjudication. | 
The very persons who intreated most earnestly to be allowed to land at intermediate Places, 
would, probably, be most forward at any future opportunity in declaring, that they were sent away 
£o prevent them from giving evidenoe to prove the detention illegal. 
4Signed) EE. GREGORY. 
EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 34.) 


Captain Phillips to The Gevernor of Princes Island. 


His Mojesty’s Ship Bann, off Princes Island, Sept. 30, 1822. 


Mary iT PLEASE YOUR EXcELLENCY, | 


HIS Most Faithful Majesty The King of Portugal, having agreed, in conjunetion with His Bri 
tanvick Majesty and other Potentates, to suppress, as much as in His power lies, the Traffick in 
‘Negroes to the Northward and Southward of the Equator, excepting in such Places as are mentioned 
in the Treaties relative thereunto, such as Molembo, Cabinda, &c. I have, therefore, to request you 
will be pleased, asa Portuguese Officer, to take charge of the Porluguese schooner Magdalena, which 
bas been detained by His Britannick Majesty's ship Bann, for a breach of the eforesaid Treaties, in 
having on board thirty-eight Negroes not shipped in the Places above specified; andas the danger of 
the sea renders it unsafe to send the Magdalena to Sierra Leone, I shall carry the Negrees aad the 
other part of her cargo, together with her papers, for adjudication to the Mixed Court of Commission 
residing at that Place, whilst the vessel remains in your custody either to be released or conderaned, 
as the verdict of the Court may direct, aud which I shall take care will be notified to you as carly 
as possible. PEs 
T have the honour to be, &c. | Boe! 
(Signed) CHARLES PHILLIPS, 
Captain of His Majesty's Ship Bann. 
To His Excellency The Guvernor of the Porluguese 7 
Island of Princes, 
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(Third Inclosure in No. 34.) 
The Government of Prinees Island to Captain Phillips. 


(Translation.) 
Six, 


THIS Government has received your despatch of the 30th instant. As there is not in this 
Island any translatar of the English language, the Officer, who was the bearer of the despatch, 
read it, and explained to us that you wished to leave at anchor in this port the schooner Magdalena, 

tize made by you, with thirty-three Slaves, which you intend to take, with whatever else was on 
board; to Sierra Leone, in order to their adjudication, leaving only the said schooner at auchor in 
this Port, until the decision of the Court at Sierra Leone be given. 

We, as subjects of the Crown of Portugal, ought to render every assistance that may be asked 
for by you, or by any others of the Commanders of His Britannick Majesty's vessels provided 
with proper instructions, and having in view the lawful object of the fulfilment of the stipulations 
of the existing Treaty. We assure you that you will find the said vessel in the Place where you 
may direct her to be anchored, except in case of accidents occasioned by tornadoes, 

This is all we have to acquaint you with : May Heaven preserve you many years. 

Palace of the Provisional Government of the Capital and Island of Princes, 31st of September 

1822, 
(Signed) JOZE XAVIER GOUZ DE SO, Pazeipent. 
JOZE M4. DE SO4 CONTEL, | 
Charles Phillips, Esq. BERNARDO JOZE RAPZO, 
he, be. be. 
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No. 35. 


Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to W. R. Hamilton, Esq.—(Recéived 
| ee June 21.) eo. 
Siz, Sierra Leone, March 15, 1822. 


WE have had .the ‘honour to receive your despatch, marked Netherlands, 
‘of the 25th October 1821, acquainting us, by direction of the Secretary of 
State, that the instructions referred to in the Treaty with the Netherlands 
for the prevention of the Slave Trade, which had been issued to His Majesty’s 
ship Euryalus, ie the West Indian station, had been transferred to His 
Majesty’s ship Zamar, of sixteen guns, Captain Sir William Salstonstall 
‘Wiseman. : 

We beg leave to acquaint you, for the information of His Majesty’s Secre- 
tary of State, that a minute of this transfer of the instructions under the Ne- 
therlands Treaty, has been made by the Board of the British and Netherlands 
Mixed Commission, under date of the 12th of February 1822. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
—s (Signed) E.GREGORY. | 
W.R. Hamilton, Esq. | EDWARD FITZGERALD. 


&e. &c. &e. 
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No. 36. — | | 
Messrs. Gregory-and Fitzgerald to Joseph Planta, jun. Esq.— (Received 
| June 21.) | | 
Sir, - | _ Sierra Leone, March 15, 18232, 


WE have had the honour to receive your despatch of the 20th November 
1821, acquainting us, by direction of the Marquess of Londonderry, that the 
Netherlands corvette, De Komet, (La:‘Comette) of one hundred and fifty men 
and twenty-eight guns, Captain Picterzen, under orders for the Western 
Coast of Africa and for the East Indies, would be furnished with a-copy of 
the Treaty of the 4th of May 1818, and of the Documents thereunto annexed, 
tor the repression of the illicit Trathck in Slaves. - 

We beg leave to acquaint you, for the information of the Marquess of 
Londonderry, that a minute of this circumstance has been made by the 
Board of the British and Netherlands Mixed Commission, under the date of 
the 12th of February 1822. 7 
| We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) ‘-E. GREGORY. =—* 
IEEDWARD FITZGERALD. 
Joseph Planta, jun. Esq. 
Sc. &c. &c. 
Aa 


en 
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No. 37. 
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq.to the British Commissioners at Sierra Leone. 
(ond chose at yep.) 
‘GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, June 11, 1822. 


IN reference to the third Article of the Treaty with the Netherlands for 
the prevention of the Slave Trade, J am to acquaint you that the instructions 
therein referred to have been issued to the following of His Majesty's ships, 
Viz : | | | en 


The Bann,.. twenty gune, G. Phillips,........ Commander. 
.. Cyrene, twenty guns, Percy Grace,...... Commander. 
. Arwer, pighhecs Gaie Thomas Woolridge, Commander. 
ant that the oa Tpstructions issued $e the Pheaseni, Myvmidsn, end 
argigag, will be recsdled and ee 
| AI, TE, © 
| (Signed) 4OSEPH. PLANPA, Jun. 
His Majesty's Commissioners af Sierra Leawe, 
an m | 


Surinam. 


Wty 


Ne. 38. 


Messrs. Gregory and Fitzgerald to the Marquess Landanderry.— 
i eS (Racewed Seplenber 3.) oe : 
My Lasza, Sicssa Leone, June 30, 1822. 


WE have had the honour to infarm yaug Lordship that Mr. Bonnouvrié, 
Commissioner fur His Majesty The King of the Netherlands at this Place, 
had found it expedient ta make q voyage ta Elmina Castle far the beneht of 
his health, with the intention of proceeding to Europe shortly after his returr-m 
to Sierra Leone. | 

We have now the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Mr. Bonnauvrié 
returned to this Colony from the Gold Coast about a month ago, and that he 
hag intimated to us his resalution to return to Burope by. the vessel which 
capveys this despatch to England. This resolution of Mr. Bonnouvrié 23 
sanctioned, as that gentleman has. informed us, by the Netherlands Goverxa— 

t. _ . | 


We have been further informed by Mr. Bonnouvrié, oa the authority of 
an official notification received by him, that the Netherlands Governmer?® 
has appointed Mr. I. A. de Marrée to succeed Major Van Sertima, in the si— 
uation of Judge in the Mixed Court, and that Mr. de Marrée may-shortly b@ 
.expected. to arrive at Sierra Leone. 

) We have the honour to be, &c. 
3, . 4 (Signed) E. GREGORY. , 
sae | | EDWARD FITZGERALD 
The Marquess of: Londonderry, K. G. 


Ga 
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No. .89. 
Joseph Planta, jun. Bug. to the British Commisxiontrs ut Sierra Leone. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, August 31, 1822 


i AM directed by the Secretary of State to acquaint you, that, by a com- 
‘munication his ‘Lordship has -received from the Dutch Ambassador at this 
‘Court, under date of the 30th-of July last, His Majesty the King of the Ne- 
‘therlands has appointed Mr. J. 4. de Marrée, late i at Elmina, to be His 
Commissary Judge in .the Mixed Court_established at Sierra Leone, in the 
lace of M. Van Bane in pursuance of the Treaty of the 4th of May 1318, 
tween His Majesty and The King of the Netherlands, and that M. de 
‘Marrée is about to proceed to his: destination. 


{ am, &c. 
His Majesty's Commissteners, (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Juy. 
| Sierra Leone. | = | 
No 40. 
Joseph Planta, jun. Esq..to the British Commissioners at Sierra Leone. 
‘GENTLEMED, | Foragn Office, Sépteneber 27, 1822. 


I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Canning to acquaint you, for your infor- 
mation and that ef your Colleagues in the’ Mixed Beard of Commission ie 
which you are acting, that it appears, by a communication dated the 36th 6 

‘September instant, from his Excellency the Netherland Ambaesader at this 
‘Court, that the Netherland frigate, the Zuridice, of thirty-two guns and tee 
hundred and fifty men, commanded by Captain J. F. C. Wardemberg, about 
to sail for the East Indies in the course of the present menth, will be fur- 
ished with a copy of the Treaty between Great Britain and the Netherlands 
= preventing the Traffick in ‘Slaves, and of the several Documents annexed: 
-Wereta. ; 


Eam,&¢ 
lis Majesty's Commissioners, (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Jun. 


ierra Leane. 


No 44. 


Messrs, Grogery and Fiagerald to Mv, Srevetary Conminge—( Reccved 
Mery £9, 1823.) 
Srr, | Sterra Zeone, December 0, \ae2. 


. WE have the honaur te inform you.that Major'de Marrée,. Judge for His 
“Majesty. The King of the Netherlands. in the British and-Netherkatds Mixed: 
Court of Justice, arrived here oni Tuesday, the. 26th.of November. 

On the Thursday following he exhibited to the British Commissioners the 
Commission of his. Sovereign, and the British Commissioners exhibited His 
Majesty's Commission. Major de Marrée then took the oath prescribid yp 
the Treaty, which was administered by the Chief Justice, Mr. Fitzggrald, as 
pene Magistrate of the Colony, in the abserice.of Governor Sir Charles 

‘Carthy. 
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On the next day the Court sat for the dispatch of business: an order was 
passed declaring the Court to be open to all parties, when the Commissioners 
should be engaged in the exercise of their judicial functions. The Court 
then proceeded to consider the case of the Netherlands schooner Aurora, a 
‘Statement of which case is communicated in a separate despatch. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) | Ek. GREGORY. | 
| | EDWARD FITZGERALD. 
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, | 
&c. Se. &e. 


No. 42. 


Messrs. Gregory and | Fuzgerald to Mr. Secretary Canning —(Received 
. May 15, 1823.) | — - 


(Extract.) Sierra Leone, December 11, 1822: 


THE case of the schooner Aurora, taken at the Gallinas, in Jatitude 7 deg. 
2 min. North; longitude 11 deg. 37 min. West; will appear by the abstract 
which ‘we have the honour to inclose, to have been founded, on a small ena- 
barkation of Slaves at a Place called Sugaree, which Slaves were subsequently 
landed and placed in the factory where the Slaves intendcd for the general 
supply of the Aurora werc kept. 7 ; | 

After the detention, the Captor, Captain Grace, of His Majesty's ship 
Cyrene, sent a boat with an Officer to demand the Slaves collected in the fac— 
tory for the Aurora, but the Master of that vessel, in conjunction with the” 
Master of a French Slave-trading vessel, named the Hypuolite, then at the: 
Gallinas, and the greater part of the crews of both these vessels, opencd a fire’ 
on the boat from a wood. The boat’s crew returned the fire and immediately’ 
landed, upon which the assailants retired abanduning the Slave factory, from 
whence the Slaves had been removed to a place of greater security. The 
boat’s crew pushed on, according tothe information received respecting the 
removal, and on their approach to the place to which they were directed, a’ — 
fresh fire was opened on them from a battery, upon which the Masters of the 
Slave-trading vessels had caused three twelve-pounders to be mouated, ancl: 
by shewers of musketry from the woods; the natives having’ been induced, by” © 
the persuasion of those Masters, and by the_distribution of gunpowder ancl 
rum, to take part in these acts of hostility. 

‘The party in the boat landed and took the battery and burnt the native | 
town, but the Slaves songht for had been carried further off: a negotiatior™ 
was, however, opened by Captain Grace with the Native Chief, in conse— _ 
quence of which a considerable number of the Slaves were given up andl 
brought to Sierra Leone with the vessel. _ . 

On Friday. the 29th of November, Major de Marrée, Judge of His Majesty 
The King of the Netherlands, having previously taken his seat in the Court» 
the Aurora was condemned by an unanimous judginent as lawful prize to the. 
Crowns of Great Britain and the Netherlands, and all the Slaves brought to 
the Colony on board of her were emancipated. in — 
ee | | (Signed) ~—E.GREGORY. _ oo 
be as EDWARD FITZGERALD- | 
The ‘Right Hon. George Canning, | 3 7 
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a  (Inctosnre in No. 42.) 
Case of ihe Wetherlands Schooner Aurora; Benjamin Liebray, Master. 


ss ! 
THIS schooner was taken on the 23rd of October 1822, at the Gallinas in lat. 7 deg. 2 min. | 
N, long. 11 deg. 37 mia. W.; under Netherlands colours, by His Majesty's ship Cyrene, 
Captain Gracé, on the ground of being engaged in illegal Slave Trade. ee : 
The papers connected with the outfit of the vessel are in the Dutch language, and are dated 
tt the Dutch West India Islands of St. Eustatius and St. Martin : among them is a sea pass for 
twelve months, dated St. Eustatius, the 17th of May; a muster roll dated at the same place the | 
samé day, containing the mames of seventecn men ; another muster roll, dated St. Martin, the 
18th of May, containing the names of eight additional men and two boys, making the whole ! 
ship's company twenty-five men, and two boys, a number which could not be necessary or expe- 
dient, except for the Slave Trade. There is a clearance from St, Martin for Elmina with mer- | 
chandize, dated the 3rd of June 1822. | | _ bees a ot Me alt 
_ Benjamin Liebray, of St. Eustatius, is named in these papers as Qwner of the vessel., This | 
Liebray is a subject of His Majesty, he King of the Netherlands. The log-book takes the de- f 
parture for the voyage from the Danish Island of St. Thomas, the 6th of June 1822, 4 . 
- The two seamen examined on the standing interrogatories, say, that,the cargo was shipped at ’ 
that Island: but they also say that the whole of the crew, including themselxes, entaresl there, 
which is not consistent with the muster rolls from Eustatius and St. Martin’s of prior date, where i 
theit own names ard found. 
The.log-book is in the French Language. Nahi of tak Ue BRIE Ae Shot ati 
The particulars previously mentioned, respecting the time and place of capture, arg stated in - 
the affidavit of Mr. Winsor, Master's Mate of the Cyrene, and Prize Master of the Aurora. | 
Captain Grace omitted to send the usual declarations of the circumstances of the Capture, and of 
thé staté in which the vessel was found by him. ‘There was not any document to shew whether 
there were Slaves on board at the time of capture or not. There were circumstances current in 
report, which led to a presumption that there were not any Slaves on board when the capture was 
actually made, and that those brought tu Sierra Leone on board of her, one hundred and seveuty- | 
nine in number, were obtuined after the capture by means of a uegotiation with Siaca, the 
Native Chief of the Gallinas. 7 
The examination of Joseph Rowley, a seaman belonging to the Aurora, upon the standing 
interrogatories, afforded proof that the Aurora was engaged in the Slave Trade, and that actual 
purchases and shipments ‘of Slaves had taken place at Sugaree, near Cape Mount, which. Slaves 
were subsequently conveyed to the Gallinas, to be kept there, until the full number should be com- 
pleted. John Alexander, the cook, confirmed this statement by his answer to special interroga- 
tories put on the part of the Captors, although he was evidently adverse to making any disclo- 
sure of facts of this nature. . Mi kag etna 
Nothing: yet hating appeéred in evidence to connect the general cargo of Slaves brought to 
‘Sierra Leone in the Aurora with the case, special interrogatories, were put to Rowley and, Alex- 
ander for the purpose of obtaining a disclosure of all the circumstances within their knowledge 
concerning the embarkation of thesé Slaves, and for the putpose ot ascertaining whether the Slaves 
that they had seen previously on board at Sugaree were among them, |. a ge te 
The account given by these men of the general embarkation haying been, made entirely by the: 
‘boats ‘of the Cyrene, was not sufficient to connect the Slaves with the case, so as..to bring them 
under the operation of the Treaty. The'Cook, Alexander, however, said he recogtized two of" 
those who had been oni board at Sugkree among those brought to Sierra Leone... 24. 4. .-; 
_It had already been suggested to the Agent tor the Captor, that be shoyld gonpect, the Negroes, 
with thé ship by proof; and’hé proposed, for this purpose, to substitute the Capror’s letter ta, 
bith) ahd‘ some lettérs of Siaca, the native chief, by permission of the Coust, for the usual decla- 
tation, as the best means of putting the Court iv possession of the evidence required. He was 
aware that the facts cotitained in these papers would still be insufficient, (000... ou wb 
It was suggested to the Agent,, that the Prize Master might probably baye a p pone) know, 
ledge of the matétial*facts of the detnatid'made, of the grounds of the demand, and of the delivery, 
of the Slaves in consequence. The Agent being aware that the ‘Prizd Master was employéd in 
the boats, during the transactions by which the delivery of the Slaves were obtained, readily 
availed-himself or this suggestion. oe 
An affidavit of Mr. Henry Winsor, the Prize Master of the Aurora, and Master's Mate of the 
‘Cyrene, was in consequence filed. eee 
This affidavit states, that Captain Grace, having taken the Aurora on the 23rd of October, on 
‘the ground that she was engaged in illegal Slave Trade, despatched the boats on the morning of 
‘the 25th to request the delivery of the Slaves belonging to her; that a fire of musketry was - 
-opened on the boats, which they returned; that the party landed on the Island from which the 
fire proceeded, and found there a large Slave factory. Two Frenchmen, who were in the factory, 
gave information that the Slaves belonging to the Aurora had been removed to the main land, 
‘The boats proceeded in search, taking the Frenchmen with them. On approaching the Place, 
they were assailed by a fire from a battery on which three twelve-pounders were mounted, and 


‘by showers of musketry frum the bush, The party in the boats pushed in and took the battery, 
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spiked the guns, aud set Gre to the native town, the inhabitants of which had, with musketry, 

assisted the Europeans of the Aurora, and of a French schooner, called the Hypolite, by whona 

the guns of the batters were served. The boats returned to the Cyrene. On the 27th, Captain 
Grace despatched them again to request the surrender of the Slaves of the Aurora from Siaca, 

the native chief, who readily gave them up, to the number of one hundred and eighty, saying: , 
that the Master of the Aurora had made trade for two hundred and twenty, but those that were 
delivered up were all that were in his possession. Siaca, ut the same time, made many excuses 
for the attack on the boats, which he charged entirely on the Masters of the Aurora and Hypolite, 
saying, that they had taken advantage of his (Siaca's) absence to induce the natives, by giving thezas 
rum, and by supplyiag them with powder and shot, to take part in it, and when the boats had 
effected a landing, ran away, leaving the town and the inhabitants to their mercy. 

This affidavit fully supplied the previous deficiency of proot, and shewed that the Slaves were 
demanded and delivered up, and brought hither in the schooner in due and legal course. 

The British Commissioners, having learned that M. De Marrée, appointed Judge in the Mixed 
Commission for His Majesty The King ot the Netherlands, had arrived at St. Mary's, Gambia, o12 
his way to the Colony, thought it right to deter the decision of this case until he shouid 
arrive. 

M. De Marrée arrived on Tuesday the 26th of November; he availed himself of the earliest 
opportunity to consider the ship's papers, and the documentary and oral evidence touching the 
case, and was convinced, in common with the British Commissioners, that the vessel was illegally 
engaged in the Slave Trade, and that the Slaves brought on board of her were legally obtained by 
the Captors, and were subject to the operation of the Treaty. 

On Friday the 29th of November, the decision of the British and the Netherlands Mixed 
Court was pronounced. By the unanimous opinion of the Commissioners, the vessel was cour- 
demned as lawful prize to the Crowns of Great Britain and the Netherlands, and the Slaves be- 
longing to her were emancipated ; they were one hundred and seventy-nine in number, one 
having died on the passage to Sierra Leone, out of one hundred and eizhty delivered up to Cap- 
tain Grace by the Chief of the Gallinas. 

(Signed) FE. GREGORY. 
EDWARD FITZGERALD. . 


No. 43. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to the British Commissioners at Sierra Leone (and 
those at Surinam.) = oe 


_ GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, April 19, 1823. 


IN reference to the instructions conveyed to you by the late Marquess of 
Londonderry in his despatch of February 19, 1819, inclosing copies of the 
Treaty concluded at the Hague, May 4, 1818, for preventing the illegal Slave 
Trade ; and in reference to subsequent correspondence, regarding a proposech 
extension of that Treaty, I now furnish you with ten copies of certain Articles 
explanatory of, and additional to, that Treaty, which were signed at Bruxelles 
on the 31st of December 1822, and the 25th of January 1823, between the- 
Plenipotentiaries of His Majesty and The King of the Netherlands, duly au—" 
thorized to that effect.. 

You will consider these Articles as binding upon you, for the guidance off 
your conduct, in giving effect to His Majesty’s intentions in regard to the 
stipulations therein recorded. | 

ae ee oe Iam, &c. 
ee _ (Signed) GEORGE CANNING- 


4 


Eis. Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra Leone, and at Surinam. 
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No. 44. 
Messrs. Kilbee and Jameson to the Marquess of Londonderry.— 
(Recetved April 15.) 
My Lorp, | ITavannah, March 3, 1822. 


- THE case of the Antoiica, which we mentioned to your Lordship in our 
despatch ot the 10th December of last year, as having been referred to the 
Spanish Tribunals, has not yet been decided. 

Law proceedings have been carried on for some time, between the Owner 
of the Privateer which captured the Negroes, and the Captain of the Anto- 
Nica ; but it does not appear that the latter has been prosecuted by the Go- 
vernment for being engaged in the illicit Traffick of Slaves. 

“We understand that the delay in the decision of this case is occasioned by 
the difficulty of determining to what Tribunal the cognizance of the cause 
properly belongs. In the mean time, the Negroes have been given up to the 
proprietors, who have given security to bring them forward whenever they 
shall be called upon. | 

No vessel has been permitted to enter this Port, publickly, with Negroes, 
since the date of our despatch of the 30th of October, of last year. Some 
vessels, however, of a suspicious description have been admitted—namely, 
the French schooner Louisa, Captain Precau, on the 26th January, in ballast, 
from Batabano, where, in all probability, she left her cargo of Negroes ; and 
the Maria Josefa, Captain Juan Batista Zabala, also in ballast, on the 5th | 
instant, stated to be from St. Thomas’s. This_ last vessel cleared out from 
this Port, for Africa, generallv, on the 16th August last. 

These are certainly suspicious cases; but we have no means of discovering 
that the vessels were actually engaged in illicit Traffick of Negroes. 

We have, likewise, reason to believe that many Negroes Have been lately 
introduced into several uninhabited parts of the coast, but this is a description - 
of illicit traffick respecting which it 18 next to impossible for us to obtain cor- 
rect information; and which, indeed, considering the extent of the coast and 
the almost organized system of smuggling of every description carried on in 
this island, it will be very difficult to prevent. | | 

- The low prices of colonial produce, which diminish the demand for N 
and the ability to pay for them, will be the best check to this illicit trathek, 
until the Spanish Government shall be induced to enact, and, above all, to 
enforce such vigorous laws as have been found necessary in our own Islands. 

- We have the honour to be, &c. - 
(Signed) H. THEO. KTLBEE, 


| | R. F. JAMESON. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
r Se. 


&c. &e. 


. H4vanNnag. 


| No. 45. - 
Messrs. Kilbee and Jameson to W’. R. Hamilton, Esq.—(Reeeived April 15.) 


«Sir, flavannah, March 3, 1822. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 22d ultimo, of the 
ictter which you addressed to us under date the 20th November, respectingy 
the communications which we have hitherto made on the subject of the illicit 
Traffick in Slaves, which is still carried on by the subjects of His Catholick 
Majesty, and we are most happy to find that our conduct has merited the 
approbation of the Marquess of Londonderry. 

le communications hitherta made to yoy by His Majesty’s Com- 
missary Judge, which have occasioned representations to the Spanish Go- 
vernment, have been confired to the cases of open violations of oar Treaty, 
which the Authorities hcre thought themselves justified in permitting. Such 
transactions, however, are now no longer likely to recur, every pretext for 
them being done away, by the orders lately issued by the Government i 
Spain to carry punctually into effect the stipulations of that Treaty. The 
gases upon which hereafter we shall have to report will probably be those of 
illicit traffick, of which we must presume the Government here to be 
ignorant. Upon, such cases it will be very difficult for us to obtain correct’ 
information, isolated. as we are, and unconnected with both the agricultural 

nd commercial classes. Every man considers it to be his interest to: eonceal 

from us all information upon this, subject. Loose and vague reports we nay” 
collect ; byt we think it, mcumbent. upon us to state, explicitly, that, fromm: 
experience, we know, it will be extremely difficult for us to obtain correct 
and precise information ; we shall, however, in obedicnee to your instrue— 
tions, do all in our: power toe obtain information upon the subject of dHeit 
Traffick of Slaves, and transmit the same to His Majesty’s-Government; bet? 
we have thought it, right to make the foregoing observations, in order that’ 
‘you may be aware of the difficulties of the situation in which we are placed, 
and,.that. you should not be disappointed if our utnrost exertions are- 
not-attcnded with the,results so earnestly desired by our Government. and‘ 
onrselves, ) _ = 
Wee-hgve the honour-to be, &e. 


a (Signed) . H. THEQ. KIGLBEE . 
WF. R. Hamilton, Esq. R. FF: JAMESON, 
&e., je. &c, eo i 
No. 46, | 
Messrs. Kilbee and Jameson, tq.the.Marguess of Londenderryu—.. 
oe te ++ (Recerved Sune 25.).. - i . 
(Extract) Havennak, May 6;:1803 5° 


SINCE the date of our despatch of the 3d :/Mareh -to your . Lordship; the 
following cases have, occurred, which appean to us to afford sufficient ground 
for -belieying, that the vessels concerned jhave been, or are about to be, en— 
gaged +n Miicit Traftick in Slaves. | : 

On the 1yth February, the Spanish schooner Sen. Refael, Captain Dora ™ 
Francisco Chunchburreta, cleared out from hence for St- Thomasand other 
Portuguese Islands on the Coast of Africa, where, there can be little doubt, 
her object is to purchase Negroes. | 

On the 16th March, the Portuguese schooner Puguete, Captain Don Jose 
Mania Nieves, arrived here in ballast, said to be from the Danish Island of 
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St: Thomas. ‘his vessel bas ‘been employed for several yeat's in the Stave 
‘d'vade, between this Port and the Coast of Africa, . | 
On the 14th April, the French schooner ¢’frene, Captain P. du Pavillon, 
arrived here a ‘ballast from St. Thomas, on the Coast of Africa. The two last 
mentioned vessels had i all probability, previously to their arrival at this 
Port, landed theit cargoes of Negroes on some part of the coast of this 
Island. - ee a ee eee 
On the 16th Apri, sailed from hence for. Africa, the Spanish schooners 
Amable Socorro, Captain Don Jose Inzua, an old Slave-trader, and the Josefa, 
Ceptein Den Jose Moyano. This ts the sanre vessel mentioned m our.des: 
patch to your Lordship of the 3d of March, as having sailed for Africa in 
August 1821, and having returned in ballast.on the 5th of February last. 
We took an opportunity of eee the hands of the Captain General 
a memorandem, detailing the particutars of the above penned cascs. When 
His Excellency had perused it, he readily admitted that those of the Paguete 
and the Zrene were of a suspicious description, but he assured us that he had 
nu means of ascertaining that they had actually been engaged in illicit tratlick 
of Slaves. With respect to tlrose vessels which had cleared out for Africa, 
His Excellency said that he would repeat the orders which he had already 
given to the Custom House department upon that subject. 
~ Wewere particularly careful to avoid giving to the observations we made 
upon this occasion the appearance of a remonstrance, which we do not con- 
sider ourselves to be authorized te make to toe Authorities of His Catholick 
Majesty ; and we expressly stated to the Captain-General, that we submitted 
to him the memorandum, aot by any means for the purpose of pointing out 
to his Excellency the line of conduct which he ought to adopt, but merely 
because we thought ita mark of respect due to him, that he should bea 
prized of those apparent violations of out Treaty, which we felt it to be our 
duty ¢o report to our Government. . — _ oh ts 
On the 25th of March, the United States sloop of war, Porpoise, atrivéd 
here with the Aaterican schooner Mary, which she had detained for having 
seventeen Negroes on board, shipped at Truxillo. ‘This schooner was purt 
freighted by the Spanish Goveramicnt, 4nd.had forty five soldiers on board. 
The Negroes weré claimed here as being the property of Spanish subjects. 
‘I'he schooner has been sent to The United States for adjudication. 
(Signed) , H. T. KILBEE, - 
: -R. F, JAMESON. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 


&c. &e. 


No. 47. 


Messrs. Kilbee and Jameson to ile Marquess of Londonderry.—{ Heceived 
une 25.) 


Mr Lorp, 7 Havannuh, Afay 6; 1822, 


WE have the honour to inforni your Lordship that Colonel Don Rafael 
‘Quesada has been appoiated Commissioner of Arbitration of this Mixed Com- 
mission, on the part of His Catholick Majesty, in the room of Don Franciseg 
Arango, who has been named @ Counsellor of State. M. Quesada bas not yet 
taken the oath prescribed by Treaty, nor have we seen the Commission under 
which he bes beer appainted to act. Be ae ee 

C 
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— The vacancy occasioned’ by the death of Don Alexandro Ramirez, late 
‘Spanish Comniissary Jucge, has not yet been filled up by the Government at 
Madrid. °°. 7 as 
_ We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 
, _ ar ~ RR. F. JAMESON, 
Lhe .Uarquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
Ce C. ; 


Sc & Se. 


No. 48. 


Messrs. Kilbee and Jameson to the Marquess of Londonderry.— 
(Received Octaber 9.) 


My Lorp, Havannah, July 20, 1822. . 


_ It is with great regret that we have the honour to inform your Lordship 
that His Excellency Don Nicholas Mahy, Captain-General of this Island, 
died on the 19th inst. of the yellow fever, after an illness of five days. 
-He was universally esteemed, and his loss will be severely felt. In both our 
publick and private character, we have uniformly received from him every 
anark of attention; and we think it but just to add, that if, during his adminis+ 
tration, the object of our mission here, namely, the suppression of the illicit 
Traffick of Slaves, has not been attained, it is more to be attributed to the de- 
fective state of the Laws than to any want of zeal on bis part; as we have 
reason to believe that his private opinions were sincerely favourable to the 
abolition, as well from motives of humanity, as from the persuasion that the 
en welfare of this Island depends upon that measure being carried into 
ect. | er as: a 3 : , | 
Brigadier-General Kindelan has succeeded, ad interim, to the chief com- 
mand here. 7 , en | 
| We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 
y : -R. F. JAMESON. 
Lhe Marquess'of Londonderry, K. G, . 


Gc. ss &e. Se. 


No. 49. 


Messrs. Kilbee and Jameson to the Marquess of Lendonderry.— 
| (Received October 9.) 


ad 
a 


My Lorn,. oo Havannah, July 22, 1822- 
' ON the 10th instant, the Unitcd States ship Hornet, Captain Hensley, 
brought into this Port the French brig Theodore, J. L. Lecuver, Master, 
having on buard one hundred and sixty Negroes, shipped on the Coast of Africa, 
and consigned to Messrs. Martin, Stouder, and Co. of this Place. ‘Pliis brig was 
captured not far from Matanzas, on the 6th instant, by the Columbian pri- 
vateer, General Pacz, and re-captured by the Hornet on the gth. 
- On the 11th instant, the French frigate, Antigone, Captain Ducrest Vil- 
‘Jeneuve, arrived here trom Vera Cruz ; and we are informed that Captain 
Hensley, of the Hornet, preposed to Captain Villeveuve to deliver up to his 
charge the brig Dheodure and her cargo, but that the latter declined receiving 
them. On the 14th the Hornet sailed from hence with her prize, but -the 
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‘latter, owing to some accident, was.obliged'to put back the same day; she, 
however, finally sailed for Charleston on the 16th, having one of the Lieu- 
tenants of the Hornet on board: «© ©: "-: 1 ae = ye, ge 
Since the date of our despatch of the 6th of May, two vessels have entered 
this Port under suspicious circumstances, namely, the French brig La Rose, 
M. Thomas, Master, on the 9th ult. iy ballast, from the Danish Island of St. 
‘Thomas, and the French schooner Adolphe, P. Lamarque, Master, on the 
18th instant, likewise in ballast from Guadaloupe. The number of the 
crews of these vessels (twenty-one, and fifteen), which are greater than their 
tonnage, upon ordinary occasions, would require ; their arrival in ballast, one 
from St. Thomas, the common cloak for all. tllicit Slave Trade, and 
the other from Guadaloupe, with which this Place has no commercial 
connection whatever, and their being consigned to a French house here, 
which, report says, 1s largely concerned in illicit Traffick of Negroes, are 
circumstances which justify our suspicions that these vessels, previously tu 
their arrival at this Port, had landed Negroes on the coast ; but still we know 
from experience, that they are not sufficiently specifick to warrant the expec- 
tation of any beneficial result, artsing from a represcntation on our part to the 
‘Government upon the subject. 7 
We have lately learnt that the illicit Slave Traders, becoming bolder from 
the impunity with which they have hitherto carried on their dealings, have 
actually brought some Negroes for the purpose of selling them to the Barra- 
cones or Depots outside the town, where formerly, during the continuance of 
the traffick, the newly imported Slaves were exposed for sale. As soon as we 
were apprized of this circumstance, we determined to mention it to the Cap- 
tain General, but were prevented by a domestick misfortune which happened 
in His Excellency’s family. We, however, requested one of his Secretaries to 
state the circumstance to His Excellency, and to inform him that we should: 


take an early opportunity of drawing his attention to it. His subsequent 


illness, which unfortunately terminated in his death, again prevented us from 
carrying our intention into effect; but no time shall be lost in bringing 
under the consideration of the new Governor-General, Kindelan, this parti-. 
cular case, and the general subjcct of the illicit Traffick of Slaves, well known 
to be carried on in thisIsland. a 

. It must, however, be acknowledged, that in the present defective state of 
the Spanish Law, it is not surprising that such transactions shouid be carried 
on with impunity. Your Lordship is aware that the Decree of His Cathohck. 
Majesty, issued in consequence of our Slave Trade Treaty, 1s conceived 
in the most loose and vague terms; its execution is not committed ‘to 
any particular Department, and is therefore neglected by all. And, above. 
ail, no reward is offered to the Informer, so that, in this contraband Traffick,. 
which is the most casily carried on, and in the continuation of which almost 
every man in the Island is interested, no recompense is granted for its detec-. 
tion, although, in all other smuggling transactions, the Judge and the 
Informer both receive considerable shares of the confiscated property. -It is 
probable, therefore, that so long as the Law in question remains unaltered, it 
will continue, as hitherto, to be a mere dead letter. 7 

| We have the honour to be, &e. 


: (Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 
Lhe Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. RF. JAMESON. 


Se. | & Ce Se. 


Yo 
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No. 50. | | 
. The Marquess of Londonderry to the British Commissioners atthe Havannu?s. 


(Extract.) Foreign Office, July 27,1822. 


dd HAVE received your despatch of the 6th of May, detailing your pro- 
ceedings in r to several suspicious cases which had eccursed at the 
Havennah, and which appeared to you, to afford suiheient ground for. belief, 
that the vessels concerned haye been, or are about to be, engaged ia allacic 
Traffick in Slayes. | 

Your communication with the Spanish Governor, appears to base been 
conducted with great prudence and judgment. : 
_ Jt appears to me, that +t would be advantageous to the effectual suppressioss 
of the Traffick in Slaves, that you should continue te intimate te the Spaniels 
Governor the substance of such communications as to facts, that you may 
think yourselves warranted to make to me, as an indirect mode of exciting 
the attention of the Spanish Government, and of enabling His Majesty's 
Government to assume, that the Spanish Government will not be unapprized 
of such facts, on which it may be found necessary to remonstrate against 
abuses, that may be so practised jn contravention of the Treaty. : 

I have fall reliance on your prudence and discretion in executing this more 


delicate of your duty. | aa, 
_ (Signed) LONDONDERRY. 


Tha Fivitish Commessionciw eb ale: Hovwanelh: 
on &c. &e. &e. 


| No. 51. | 
Messrs. Kilbee and Jameson to the Marquess of Londonderry.—( Recewed 
: GE et October 9.) : : 3 
{Extract.) : lavennch, fugust 2, 1822. 


SINCE the date of our despatch of 22d July, we have had an opportunity 
of conversing with the new Captain-General, Kindelan, upon the subject o£ 
the illicit Traffick in Slaves still carried on throughout this Island. 
| We began the conversation by premising to General Kindelan, what we 
stated upon a former occasion to his predecessor, namely, that the obsex— 
vations we ‘were about to offer were not, by any means, intended as are —- 
monstrance, whieh we were not authorised by our Government to make tO 
the Authorities of His Catholick Majesty, but merely becauge we thought 2 € 
right that be should be apprized of the violations of, our Treaty, which w@ 
felt it to be our duty to report ta our Government. a 

We then mentioned the suspicious cases of the French vessels stated in ow 5 
despatch of 22d July, the notoriety of Negroes being continually landec® 
upon different parts of the coast, and the fact that. there were then actually 
Slaves for sale at the Barracones, or depéts, outside the town. 

General Kindelan, in reply, stated, that with respect to the French vesselte 
although they were very suspicious cases, be had no means of acquiringg 
proofs of their having been engaged in the illicit Traffick of Slaves: he ad— 
mitted the notoriety of Negroes being landed on the coasts, but stated the 
impossibility of the Government being able to guard against that: species o 
illicit trathck, considering the great extent of the coast-of ‘the Island, :and the 
few Ports at which there were Authorities residing :—he added that his juris— 
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diction as Civil Chief did not extend all over the Island, but was confined to 
the Province of the Havannah. | oe 

‘With respect to the circumstance of Negroes being actually on sale at the 
Barracones, he promised to put a stop to such a scandalous violation of 
_Yreaty, and he concladed by assuring us, generally, that, so long as he re- 
mained in possession of the chief Authority, he would do all in his power to 
put an end to itlicit Traffick in Slaves. , a 
~ It is-scarcely necessary to point out to your Lordship how entirely unpro- 
_ ductive of any advantage have been the representations which, upon various 
occasions, we have made to the Chief Authority of the Island. We have becn 
always well received, and redress, as far as it was practicable, promised ; but 
the illicit Slave Trade increases, and is daily carried on more systematically. 
‘The first alarm at the danger of the Negroes being declared free is gradually 
passing away, and the failure uf the attempt of the Count Torreno to render 
-4nore effectual the Law -respecting the abolition, together with the little in- 
terest manifested’ by the Government upon the subject, has generally given 
rise to the opinion that the Spanish Nation and Government are very in- 
different about it, or do not dare, in the present state of their American Pos- 
sessions, te offend the only Colony which has remained tranquil and faithfil, 
-by enforcing the execution of a measure which 1s in the highest degree un- 
popular. We have no hesitation in giving it as our opinion, that, but for 
the large stock of Negroes imported during the three years Babes to the 
abolition, and the present very low price of sugar, the Slave Trade would, at 
this. moment, be as brisk and extensive as during any period whatever. 

Such a state of things existing before our eyes, 1s most painful and morti- 
fying to us, but your Londchip 1s aware that every thing, consistent with our 
powers and instructions, has been done on our part to put a stop to it. 

- On the 26th ultimo, the French brig ?’-timable Henriette, (an old Slave- 
trader), C. Gozan, Master, entered thts Port in ballast, from, as alledged, the 
Danish Island of St. Thomas; and on the 29th the Portuguese schooner 
Paquete, J. J. Nieves, Master, cleared out for St. Thomas, Cape de Verde 
Islands. This is the same schooner which we mentioned in our despatch to 
your Lordship of 6th of May, as having entered this Port under very sus- 


picious circumstances. 
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We have the honour to be, &c. 
_ (Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 


| | | R, F. JAMESON. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K.G. | fin 
&c. | 


&ec. &c. 


| No. 52. e 
Messrs. Kilbee and Jameson to the Marquess of Londonderry.— 
(Received November 9.) ~ | on 4 
. My Lorp, | | Havannah, August 30, 1822. 


“ WE are happy to have an opportunity of reporting to your Lordship 
a case in which the present local Government here has manifested a disposi- 
tion to check :illicit ‘Traffick in Slaves. oo 
On the 9th imst., the American brig Zros, J. Demeron, Master, entered 
this Port from Baltimore, having on board forty-two Negroes. She was said 
to: be bound to New Orleans, and to have come in here in distress. It 
is, however, generally believed that the Negroes were intended to have been 
disposed of at this Place, if that could have been done with advantage to the 
proprietor. — : : “ an | 
i | Do 
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As soon as thé Captain-General was apprized of the circumstance of 
Negroes being on al of this vessel, he ordered her to put to sca with 
the least delay possible, and directed that a guard should be sent on board, in 
order to prevent the Negrocs from being landed, and maintained at her ex- 
pence during her stay in this Port. The vessel sailed again for New Orleans, 
with the forty two Negroes on board, on the 11th instant. 

The Captain-General has likewise put a stop to the shameful practice 
which existed of selling Negroes at the Barracones, or Depéts, outside the 
town, as stated in our last Despatch, but we do not understand that any steps. . 
have been taken for the puntshment of those who had thus violated the Laws 
of this Country and the Treaty. | | 

On the 23d and 24th inst. cleared out from this Port, for San Thomas, on 
the Coast of Africa, the Spanish schooners #esadia, Don Santiago Manzano, 
Master, and the Aveves, Don Juan Manso, Master. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. T. ETLBEE. 
The Marquess of Loxdonderry, &. G. R. F. JAMESON, 
&e. &c. &c. | 


No. 53. 


Messrs. Kilbee and Jameson to the Marquess of Londonderry. — 
(fecewed November 11.) 


(Extract.} : | Havannah, September 26, 1822. 


ON the 13th inst. the French schooner Aferie, H. Guyot, Master,’ 
entered this Port from the Coast'‘of Africa, with one hundred and seventy- 
six Negroes. ‘The Master stated that his destination was Martinique, 
but that having been chased by a Pirate, he had been obliged to alter his - 
course and enter this Port. -* 

This improbable story is, of course, utterly unworthy of credit, aad was 
framed for the purpose of furnisiimy an excuse for a Slave-ship entering ~ 
this Port, where the Master hoped to be able to dispose of his cargo. © 
The vessel, however, was ordered to leave the harbour as soon as possible, and 
a guard of soldiers: was put on board, to prevent the Negroes from being © 
Janded, until the departure of the vessel, which took place on the following 
day, when she aig avowedly for Martinique. — | OO 

) Within these few days we have learnt, with great regret, that Negroes have’ 
been again exposed for sale at the Barracones outside the town; and there is 
too much reason to believe that they formed the cargo of the above-men- 
tioned French schooner, having been probably landed on the coast shortly- 
after their departure from this harbour, and marched by night to the 
Barracones. i, | 

. _ (Signed) | H. T. KILBEE. 
The Afarquess of Londonderry, A. G. R. F. JAMESON. 


—&§e. Ke. Se. 


No. 54. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to R. F. Jameson, Esq. 


Sir, ; | Foreign Office, November 12, 1822. ° 
YOUR letter of the 3d of September 1822, (marked private) addressed to — 
The Earl of Clanwilliam, has been laid before me, and I‘have to convey to ycu_ 
Fis Majesty’s gracious permission for you to repair to England in the course ¢ 
of the ensuing Spring, upon Icave of absence, for the recovery of your health; 
such leave of absence to continue for the period of your voyage to England 


: pb 
HAVANNAR, 103 


for six months residence in this Country, and for the period of your voyage 
back to the Havannah. | 

You will take care to give due notice of your leave and of your intention 
of availing yourself of it, both to the Board of wnich you are a Member, and 
also to the local Authorities. 

: I am, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING, 

Rh. F. Jameson, Esq. 


No. 55. 


Jlessrs. Aitbee and Jameson to the Marguess of Londonderry.— 
= (Received February 11, 1823.) 


(Extract.) - : Havannah, November 14, 1822. 


Since the date of our last despatch we have conversed with the Captain- 
General upon the subject of the Sale of Negroes at the Barraconcs; and 
he has again assured us that ne would put an effectual stop to that violation of 
his orders, and of our Treaty.’ We have not heard that any Negroes have 
since that conversation been exposed to sale. : | 

When the case’ of the Antonica, as reported in our despatch of December 
10th of last. year, came before this Mixed Commission, it wes generally 
believed that the Slaves would-be emancipated ; and great alarm was excited 
from the danger to which it was supposed such a measure would expose this 
Island. General Mahy, then Captain-General, mentioned his intention of 
writing to the Spanish Government upon the subject, and we have since 
learnt that he had come to the resolution of suspending the execution of our 
Decree, had it been to the eflect of declaring the Negroes free. We have 
now, however, the satisfaction of acquainung your Lordship, that the Autho- 
rities here are again directed to carry strictly into efiect all the stipulations 
of the Slave Trade Treaty, and that the Spanish Government dogs not consie 
der the fears excited upon this occasion to be just or well-founded... — 

The case of the Negroes belonging to the Antonica remains in the same 
state as reported to your Lordship in our Despatch of the 3d of March. 
Orders, we have heard, have been received from Madrid to send there all the 
documents respecting the case. But the parties concerned will either find. 
means to evade the execution of these orders, till the matter be entirely 
forgotten ;—or, should they be compelled to forward the documents, and 
a final derision be given pronouncing the. emancipation of the Negrocs, such 
a period will probably elapse before that event can happen, that they will 
be enabled, without difficulty, to procure documents proving the death of 
the greater part, if not of all the Negrocs, and thus evade the ends of 
justice, a | 

On the 7th instant, the Spanish schooner, Amable Sccorro, Captain Don 

Jose Insua (whose departure froin this Port was reported in oxr Despatch of 
uth May) arrived here in ballast fram the coast of Africa, The Captain . 
stated, that he had been robbed of all his cargo, consisting of gold-dust and 
ivory, by an insurgent privateer, off Cayo Guinches; the common report, 
however, 1s, that he landed a number ot Negrocs on the coast very near this 
Port, if not actually within the harbour. Your Lordship will perccive how 
little any effectual exertions for the suppression of illicit Traftick in Slaves 
are to be expected from the Authoritics here, when such an excuse 1s al- 


lowed to pass unexamined. ue ee. i | | 
| (Signed) © H..T. KILBEE,  . 
Lhe Marquess of Londonderry, hh. G. RLF. JAMESON. 
&e. 


&e. &c. 
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No. 56. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to the British Commissioners at The Havannah. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, November 26,1822. 


I SEND to you for your information and guidance, the copy of a Despatch, 
addressed on the 22d February 1822, by the King’s command, to His Ma- 
jesty’s Minister at Madrid, proposing that the provisions of the Slave ‘I'rade 
Treaty of the 23d of September 1817, for the case of the death of one or more 
of the Commissioners, shall extend to the case of vacancies occurring in the 
Commissions from illness, or absénce on leave;—2dly, the copy of a Despatch, 
dated the 17th of June 1822, from His Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, expres- 
sive of the willingness of that Court to adopt the proposed extension of the 
provisions of the Treaty ;—3dly, the extract of a Despatch, dated the 27th ot 
June 1822, likewise from His Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, stating that the 
Spanish Minister had promised that orders to the effect above mentioned 
should be sent out, without delay, to the Commissioners of His Catholick 
Majesty. And, 4thly, I furnish you with the copy of an Instruction which 
I addressed, on the 25th of Scptember 1822, by The King’s command, to His 
Majesty’s Envoy at Madrid, inclosing a project of an Additional Article for 
sanctioning, in a formal manner, the details of the arrangement in question. 

So soon as any more specifick arrangement is agreed upon between the 
Parties, I shall lose no time in taking His Majesty’s pleasure for forwarding 
the same to you for your guidance. 

_In the mean time you will endeavour to come to an agreement with your 
fcllow Commissioners, to act in the spirit of the intended arrangement. 


I am, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
Eis Majesty's Commissioners at the Havannah. 


No. 57. 

Messrs. Kilbee and Jameson to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Marc# 
11, 1823.) 

SIR, Havannah, December 26, 1822 — 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular DespatcEk2 
of the 16th September, notifying to us that The King has been graciously 
‘pleased to appoint you His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreigr® 
Affairs, and directing us to address to you our Despatches and letters upor® 
publick business. 


We have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 
| R. F. JAMESON. 


Cc. C. 


The. Right er Canning, 
&e C. 


epee 
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No. 58. 

Missrs, Kilbee and Jameson to Mr. Secretary Canning. — (Received 
| Marck 1.) 

Sin, | Havannah, January 23, 1823. 


SINCE the date of our Despatch of the 14th November of last year, 
addressed to the Marquess of Londonderry, two vessels have entered this 
Port ynder suspicious circumstances, namely, the Portugucse schooner Puquete, 
Don Jose Maria Nieves, Captain, on the 29th ult., and the French brig 
Coureur, M. G. Verrier, Captain, on the 19th instant, both avowedly from 
the Danish Island of Saint Thomas ; the former is an old Slave-treder with 
this Port, and sailed on the 29th July last for the Cape de Verd Islands, as 
reported in our Despatch of the 2d of August of last year. | 
_ These vessels both arrived in ballast, but there is little doubt that they had 
previously landed Negroes’ on the Coast. We have not yet mentioned the 
subject to the Captain-General, who has been indispoesed lately, but we shall 
take ap early opportunity of doing so, although -we cannot eles that much 
advantage will be derived from such a measure, since His Excellency, ina 
conversation reported to the Marquess of Londonderry in our above-mentioned 
Despatch, declared, that he had no means of acquiring proots of the illegality 
of the voyages of vessels which had entered this Port under precisely similar 
citcumstances of suspicion as those mentioned in this Despatch. — | 
' The illicit Traffick of Slaves with this Island has certainly diminished 
within the last few months; but we have no hesitation in giving it as our 
opinion, that this diminution is to be attributed solely to the general distress, 
as well agrieultural as commercial, which has existed here for some time, and 
by no means to any increased exertions on the part of the Authorities for the 
suppression of the traffick. es 
We have acai to Re kc. oe KILBEE 
| (oigned) ose . 
| | R. F. JAMESON, 
dhe Right Hon. George Canning, 


a No. 59. 
| &t. F. Jameson, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—f{ Recewed April 7.) 


Sir, Havannah, February 16, 1823. 


_ 1 HAVE sthe honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
22th .of November last, in which you communicate Hig Majesty’s gracious 
permission for me to repair to England, in the course af the ensuing Spring, 
‘on leave of absence. | 
Permit me, Sir, to thank you for the early and oon ging attention you have 
given my request. I purpose availing myself of the permission about the 
beginning of May, and shall take care, sais to your directions, to give 
due notice of my intention, both to the Board of which I am a Member, 
and ‘te the Local Authorities. a : - 
I have the honour to be, &c... | 
| | | ‘  * (Signed) . RR. F. JAMESON, 
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, 
* &e. &c. ae 
Ee 


£23 
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No. 60. 
Messrs. Kilbee and Jameson to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received AprzeZ 7 .). 


Sir, Havannah, February 27,4 823. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 
26th November of last year, in which you have been pleased to apprize us 
of the proposition made by His Majesty's Government to that of His Ca tho-. 
lick Majesty, to the effect that the provisions of the Treaty of the 23d SSep- 
tember 1817, for supplying vacancies in the case of the death of the 
Commissioners, should extend to the case of vacancies from illness or abs e=:ce 
on leave. 

We have communicated the substance of your Despatch to the Spaxaish 
Commissioners, who have not yet received any instructions from their Gov ern- 
Ifent upon the subject in question; they have, however, expressed t kaeir 
readiness to act in the spirit of the intended arrangement, whenever circ 22 m- 
stances shall so require it. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
| (Signed) H. T. KILBEE. 
| R. F. JAMESON — 
The Right Hon. George Canning, | 
&e. C. &c. 


) 
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No. 61. 
Messrs. Kilbee and Jameson to Mr. Secretary Canning. —( Received April’ 7 -) 


Sir, | Havanuah, February 27, 1 23-. 


SINCE we last had the honour of addressing you upon the subec & of 
illicit Slave Trade, two vessels have cleared out from this Port fcr the Is] mad 
of St. ‘Thomas, on the Coast of Africa, namely, the Spanish schooners [Pes- 
camisada, Don Juan Sandrino, Master, stated in general terms to be lac@er 
with effects, and the Amable Socorro, Don José Inzua, Master, with coloxm 12! 
daa both on the Ist instant. This last is an old Slave-trader, and w¥€ 
vave frequently had occasion to mention her in our Despatches. 

We have lately had a conversation with the Governor upon the subject of 
these and the other suspicious cases mentioned in our Despatch of the23cl © 
January, viz. the Portuguese schooner Puguete, and the French brig Coureee7- 
With respect to the latter, His Excellency said that it was very possible tk CY. 
might have been engaged in the Slave Trade, but that the circumstance = 
their having arrived here in ballast from the Danish Island of St. Thorns 5» 


which was all that had been reported to him about them, was certainly gaol 


sufficient to justify him in proceeding against them, With respect to « Be 
other vessels mentioned in this Despatch, he said, that their professed obj < © 
at least, was not the Slave ‘Trade, but generally to trathek in gold-dust, a => 
other productions of the Coast of Africa, which was not prohibited by @ ke 
Spanish Laws. His Excellency added, that whenever cases of illicit Si =® ve 
Trade should be brought before him in a tangible shape, he should be m <>st 
willmg to do all in his power to bring the offenders to justice. ae 
We have the honour to be, &e. - cx 

_ (Signed) — - Ii. T. KILBEE- 

3 ~—n | R. F. JAMESOX™ -- 


— 


3 


The Right Hon. George Canning, te 
Sec. &c. &ec. a . ¢ oe ed e , se 
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No. 62. 


Henry Hayne, Esq. to the Marquess of Londonderry.—(Received April 20.) 


(Extract.) Rio de Janeiro, January 16, 1822. 


WHEN two months had elapsed, from the time of transmitting the sen- 
tence passed by the Mixed Commission on the schooner Emilza to the 
Judge of Contraband, it being notorious that she still remained unsold, I 
thought, my Lord, that ample time had been allowed, not only to execute the 
sale, but even to settle the accounts. I therefore availed myself of an oppor- 
tunity, on the 27th of November, at the Court of the Conimission, to state 
my sentiments to the Portuguese Commissary Judge on the subject, and to 
beg that he would urge his Government to give direction for her immediate 
sale: and for your Lordship’s information, I beg to inclose the Protocol of 
the day, which was transmitted to this Government by the Portuguese Com- 
missary Judge. In reply to which, Senhor Vieira, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, addressed a Portaria, or official note, to the Portuguese Commissary 
Judge, asserting, that in making such representations I had- exceeded the 
limits of my functions in a manner unauthorized by the Convention and its * 
regulations, and that my Portuguese Colleague had arrogated to himself a 
diplomatick character in condescending to reply to my unlawful requisitions, 
for which he is reprimanded and peremptorily ordered neither to reply to 
similar requisitions, nor to transmit them to his Government. I beg to inclose 
a copy of this Document. 

A stop being thus put, my Lord, to the usual mode of proceeding of the 
Commission, and the value of the vessel daily diminishing, f addressed a note 
on the 13th of December to His Majesty’s Acting Consul-Gencral, stating the 
case and suggesting that the sale of the vessel, by the appointed Authority, 
should be formally urged, and that the Alvaré should be applied to the of- 
fenders, or the reason assigned for its not having been done. 
I trust it will appear evident that no cxertion has been wanting on my part 
to bring this tedious case to a close, the unsettled state of the country, in addi- 
tion to the causes above mentioned, will account for its delay. : 

_[T have the henour herewith to transmit for your Lordship’s information, a 
list, with particulars of the Slave vessels, and number of Slaves that were 
imported into this harbour during the year 1821. | | 

ce 2 | _ (Signed) HENRY HAYNE, 

The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. : 


&e. § C. &e. 


(First Inclosure in No. 62.) 
Protocol respecting the Sale of the Schooner Emitia. 
| | (Translation. ) . 
Session, November 27, 1821. 


THE British Commissary Judge represented that he had an especial recommendation from his 
Government to urge the sales of condemned vessels without loss of time, and this through the 
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-medium of the Portuguese Commissary Judge; and two months having elapsed since the Com- 
‘mission sent the sentence of condemnation of the schooner Emilia to the Superintendent of Con- 
-trabands, witb the intention that this Magistrate should proceed with the sale according to the 
Alvara of 26th January 1818; and the said a al not having yet sent the proceeds of the 
sale, which he has not yet mudé, as is publick ard notdriots, Vegdett the Portuguese Commissary 
.Judge would transmit to his Government this Protocof, and request that there should be no more 
-delay in executing the said sale, because all vessels in such a state must daily deteriorate and lose 
‘their value. To which the Portuguese Commissary Judge answered, saying, ‘‘ that sales made 
“€¢ judicially in the Portuguese dominions had their formalities marked by law; that it appeared to 
he him that the schooner was not sold, because no one would advance upon her valuation, and in 
“** such a case the law requires a new one to bé madé, and which necessarily must take time; and to 
“*<this casualty the delay ought to be attributed, and to no other reason: however, he would trans- 
«* mit the Protocol to bis Government, as the British Commissary Judge requested.” The said 
British Commissary Judge also reptesentted, ‘‘that he had asked the Portmguese Gevernment, 
«? only for the sake of humanity, to use all possible promptitude in the’ apprenticing of the free 
‘€€ blacks; however, he knew that there were some of these unfortunate people in the Lazareto to 
¢¢ be hired, evéti to this day.” In such a case, guided by the same sentiments of humanity, he re- 
quested ‘‘ that, in conformity to the Convention, and Alvar& of 26th January 1818, the Portuguese 
** Government Would provide that those péuple should be freed from that species of prisou in 
“© which they are, and .give them-that destination which the said Convention and Alvar& require.’ 
The Portuguese Commissary Judge answered, ‘‘ that the free blacks had been all bired out in 
«¢ proper time, but that those that had remained in the Lazareto were there, because those who had 
“¢ hired them had-not fetclred them away, though intimation had been sent to them by the competent 
“«* Judge, accotding to law, and he knew that by request of the Curator they were providing the 
«* means to hire them out a-vew, and that it would be effected in a few days; but he would make 
«* known to the Government the British Commissary Judge's humane intentions, according to his 


(Signed) | BRAZ MARTINS COSTA PASSOS. 


“¢ wishes,”’ The session was finished. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 62.) 
Portaria of the Afinister for Foreign Affairs to the Portuguese Commissary 


Judge. 


(Translation.) 


. THE Note of Jozé Silvestre Rebello, the Commissary Judge of the Mixed -Commission, being 
presented to His Royal Highness The Prince Regent, dated the 28th November last, with a copy 
ot the Protocol of the Session of the antecedent day, done in the Mixt Commission, includmg the 
answers which fhe said Commissary Judge readily gave'to the two representations of ‘the Buitish 
Commissary Judge, in which be complained of the delay of the sele of the captured schooner, 
_.. Emilia, and of the hire of some of the free blacks, who still remained at the Lazareto to be 
hired; His Royal Highness orders the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to declare to the 
Said Coimintssary Judge, Jozé Silvestre Rebello, that, the duties of the Mixt Commission being 
prescribed ‘ahd ‘teguluted in the 8th Article of the Addiioual Convention of 4817, end :m the 
Re calatione for the Mixt Commissions No. 3, in making similar representations the -British 
- Judge exceeded the limits of his fanctions, and that in an official manner which the above men- 
‘tioned Convention and Regulations do vot authorize; not being able in:the least to support'his 
ground with the alledged motives of humanity tor those free blacks, nor in the least with amy espe- 
cial recommendation that be may have from his Government ; nothing of ‘these gives bim a right 
~ to call this‘'Government to an account, with whose administrative routine he must conform: :the 
condyct of the aforesaid Portuguese Commissary Judge being on this occasion less regular, as well 
for wishing to exceed his duty and arrogate to himself a diplomatick character with his Govero- 
ment, as his condescension to the ‘unlawful requisitions of the British Judge, going so far-as $0 
*tate them to be moderate. Also His Royal Highness orders me to warn you, that as often as 
requisitions of that nature shall be directed to you, exceeding the letter ot the Regulations, yon 
will peremptorily and finally refuse to reply to the same, and to transmit them afterwards to the 
‘Government in an official manner, assuming a publick character which as yet has not been con- 
fided to you; recollecting likewise your-anseasonable replies only tend to anticipate the intentions 
of the Government, which alone is competent to decide the infractions which might occur in the 
execution of the Treaties ; and'lastly, that the said- Commissary Judge having so understood should 
conduct himself accordingly. 


Palace, 3d December 1821, (Signed) += FRANCISCO JOZE VIEIRA. 


a gf moe. 
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(Third Inclosure in No. 62.) 


List of Slaves Imported at Rio de Janeiro during the Year 1821. 


Days) Slaves Slav 
Arrived. © From whence, Vessel. at | em- |, ey 
Sea. barked, |°7°°" 
1821. , 
January 2d | — Cabinda —|— Brig —j}30| 416} 408 
2ist | — Angola —j}— Ditto —j}28) 557) 549 
231 | — Benguela —|}|— Ditto — | 29 |, 425 | 396 
3ist | — Cuabinda — | — Schooner —] 30} 194] 194 
February 16th Mozambique |— Ship —] 84} 992] 632] 
— |— Cabinda —|— £=Brig — {43} 362 | 342) 
18th }— Ditto —j})— Ship —/ 387 | 522) 51h} 
21st Mozambique |— Ditto —//71]| 346} 241 
22d |}— Ditto —|— Ditto —{|76) S511 { 278 
26th | — Guilimane— |— Brig —/82} 476} SIbT 
March 7th |— Ditto —|— Ditto —/| 60) 451 | 385 } 
—_ Madagascar — Ship — J} 89 21 21 
12th | — Guilimane— |— #£zBrig — II] 433 | 29] 
lith|— Dito —]}— Ship —| 54] 434) 267 
— |— Ditto — | — Schoooner— | 57 | 337 | 260 
— }— Dito —{— Brig —{ 67} 500) 342 
— ({— Angola —|— Ditto —]50| 384) 367 
1th |}— Ditto —|— Ship —{|32} 455 | 433 
2ist | — Guilimane— |— Ditto —J| 74] 481] 285 
23d | — Benguela —|— Brig —} 36) 431 | 395 
Sist | — Cabinda —|— Ditto — | 39} 312.) 287 
— |— Angola —j|— #£Ditto —j|42| 450] 430 
— |— Guilimane—|— Ditto — | 69} 377 | 284 
April 24th | — Cabinda —|]— Ditto —{|42] 461) 439 
May 3d |— Angola —|— Ditto —J| 47; 528] 378 
13th |'— Guilimane— |— Ditto —/ 66} 325) 225 
19th | — Angola —|]— Ditto —| 49] 375] 365 
23d Mozambique |— Ditto —/| 99] 202] 113 
27th | — Angola —j|— Ditto —| 32] 450) 429 
June 23d | — Ditto —|— = Shi — | 36] 741] 680 
July 7th | Babia and Onim |H. M.S. Morgian®.25 | 197 | 197] 
— |— Ditto — | Emilia, Schooner| —| 157] 157 | Prize condemned 
August 7th |— Angola —|— Ship —J|337] 566] 514 
With |— Ditto —|— Brig —J|53°} 254]. 22 
— |— —|}— —— —/| 35} 481} 460 
18th |} — Benguela ~|— —— —/ 40} 403; 339 
26th | — Angola —|— Ship —|2 759 | 734 
29th | — Ditto — |— Schooner — }'32{ 304] 270 
September 21st | — Ditto —j|— Ship —| 25] 743) 683 
— October 8th |— Ditto —|— Brig —{ 36} 510] 452 
12th | — — — 9 —)S Ss — | 35 | «2495-| 374 
2Ist Peraambuco _—-_ — —| 18 50 50 
23d |— Dito —| | — — —| 20 60 60 
_ — Benguela— — —— —/} 38] 511) 496 
28th | — Ambrixe — — —— —/|48| 450) 449 
November 7th | — Angola — — Brig —J| 35! 579)| 507 
8th |,— Benguela — — -—— —|37| 407} 390 
17th | — Angola —|— ——- —/45| 544) 5060 
23d | — Cabinda —!|— Ship —J| 30} 573] 561 
— — Angola —|— Brig —| 39] 468] 388 
25th | — Guilimane — | — — | 60| 446| 446 
| 28th ‘Mozambique | — Ship —| 54} 440] 394 
December 4th | — Angola —j|— , Ditto —/| 28] 609} 523 
5th | — —|— Brig —/ 29} 595) 516 
18th Mozambique | — Ship —]| 60 450 | 322 
23 — Angola — ' — Schooner —} 33! 358] 310 


Total. - - 24363 |20852 
——— 
Slaves embarked - - 24363 
Slaves landed - ® 20852 


Deaths 3311 
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No. 63. 
Henry Hayne, Esq. to the Marquess of Londonderry.—( Received April 20.) 


(Extract.) Rio de Janeiro, February 16, 1822. 


ON the 16th ult. I had the honour of addressing your Lordship on the 
subject of the causes of delay in the execution of the sentence of the Mixed 
Commission in the case of the Emilia; I now beg leave to transmit to your 
Lordship the copy of a Note from His Britannick Majesty’s Consul General 
in reply to my letter suggesting his interference, together with his Note to 
the Minister tor Foreign Affairs (Senhor Vieira), and His Excetlency’s An- 
swer, which incloses a detailed and unsatisfactory account from the Judge of 

Contraband, of which I also beg to inclose a copy, stating why thie sale had 
not taken place, and attributing the delay to an exorbitant valuation, the 
want of bidders, and the accustomed forms of the law: and with regard to 
the prosecution of the Officers of the condemned vessel, the said Judge openly 
declares, that he has not c2rried into execution the Ist Article of the Alvara, 
which prescribes the penalties to which those who infringe the Law are liahle, 
because, in the first place, the sentence, of which he is the mere executor, 
does not condemn them, and, in the next, because he has received no de- 
nunciation against the Parties, without which he cannot prosecute, and in 
this opinion he is most fully supported by Senhor Vieira, the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, in his reply to the acting Consul-General. Relative to the 
first question, of unnecessary delay in executing the sale of the vessel, there 
can be little doubt of it, thongh it is made to appear that the accustomed 
legal form of sale required it; but that may always be contrived, and is the 
great objection to the sale being taken oat of the hands of the Commission ; 
and I feel confident, my Lord, that had the Alvara not placed the sale in 
the hands of the Judge of Contraband, the business would have been accom- 
plished, and the product remitted three montlis since, with a saving of at least 
10 per cent. a | 

As the Commission did not feel authorized to sentence the Offending 
Partics concerned, when condemnation was passed on the vessel and cargo, | 
proposed, my Lord, that a copy of the Matricula, with notes from the evi- 
dence before the Commission, signed by my Colleague and myself, should be 
transmitted to the Judge of Contraband, with a view of assisting him in the 
prosecution, a copy of which, as well as the note which accompanied it, I 
have the honour of inclosing for your Lordship’s information. Notwith- 
standing all that has been said and done these men are at large, 
without any notice having been taken of them, at liberty to resume their in- 

human profession, to which they will most probably return, exasperated 
against their late Captors, doubtless with a determination to reck their ven- 
geance on them whenever an opportunity may oficr, and with confidence that 

- the penalty of the Law will not be visited on them in the event of a second 
capture. By insisting on the Law being carricd into full effect I feel per- 
suaded that many would be deterred from engaging in the traffick, and at least 
those detected would be incapacitated from resuming it. 


| (Signed) HENRY. HAYNE. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. a 


&e. Se. &ec. 


| 


a Henry Hayne, Esq. 


» 


« 


Rio DE JANEIRO. 


(Fost Inclosure in Ne 63.) 
The Deputy Consul General to The British Commissary Judge. 


Sir, | | Rio de Janeiro, January 7, 1822, 


1 HAVE had the honour to receive your letter of the 12th ult. in which you acknowledge the 
receipt of mine, dated 30th November, inclosing a copy of my representation to the Minister, 
Senhor Vieira, on the subject of the deiivery of the Slaves to their owners, beige part of the crew 
of the Emilia schooner, condemned by the Mixed Commission, together with a copy of His Ex- 
cellency'’s reply thereto. 

I have also to acknowledge the receipt of your's, dated on the following day, informing me 
that, in pursuance of your instructions to urge your Portuguese Coileazue to proceed to the sale 
of all condemned vessels, as soon after condemnation as possible, you, on the 26th November, 
‘represented to the Portuguese Commissary Judge, at the Court of the Commission, that two 
months had elapsed since the condemnation of the Emitia, but that the vesscl was still unsold, to 
her extreme prejudice and daily deterioration ; and that, therefore, you begged he would represeit 
the case to his Government, that there might be no more delny in the exccation of the sentence. 

This, it appears, the Commissary Judge cowplied with, and accordingly transmitted the Pro- 
.tocol of the day to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, a copy of which you inclosed to me, together 
with a Porfaria to the Commissary Judge, reprimanding him for answering your questions, and 
forbidding him to reply to them in future, or to transinic them to him. You, theretore, state this 
Minister's extreme want of liberality towards the Coinmmnission, and very justly complain of the 


Janwarrantable delay in the execution of the sentence: and, in your own justification, most truly 


say, that the system pursued in this instance is precisely in unison with that adopted from the 
first installation of the Commission. Under these circumstances, it became necessary for me to 
represent to His Excellency, Senhor-Vieira; the great delay and procrastination of which you 
cotplain, in your two above-mentioned Ictters to me ; and accordingly on the 21st ult, FE ad- 
dressed His Excellency in a note, date 21st December, copy of which I have now the honour to 
inclose, together with a copy of his reply thereto, accompanied by the copy of a letter from the 
Judge of Contraband, in answer to a letter from His Excellency, dated 29:h December, and 
which I also inclose you a copy of, and 1 have to Inment their contents are not of a more satis- 
factory nature; for you will observe that Senbor Vieira is totally silent upon the subject of any 
punishment’s being inflicted upon those who have been so clearly proved to have fitted out and 
navigated the Emilia upon her illicit voyage. | : , re a 
Itis, Sir, with no small degree of concern, that I find your unremitted endeavours, to obtain a 
full and complete execution of the fetter and the spirit of the Convention, and the Regulations 
annexed to it, has met with such vexatious opposition, and wilful delay, on the part of the Bra- 
zilian Government, in the Emilia’s case,’ and for which, under the present circumstances of the 


‘country, I fear no redress can at this moment be obtained, and therefore, your intention of trans- 
-mitting all the proceedings thercin, to His Majesty's Government in Bugland, and requesting that 
some steps may be taken to place the Coramission on a more favourable and indepeudent footing, | 


appears to be highly necessary and requisite, in order to prevent future opposition, and delay, in 
the event of having otherjvessels bronglt into this port for trial; but, Sir, if you think any benefit 
or advantage can arise, from farther rem omstrances, or rectamations on my part, I will most readily 


attend to any thing which you may think proper to suggest, in order to Gbtan a more just and 

_+ complete fulfilment of the Convention entered into between the Two Kingdoms of Eogland and 

._ + Portugal, for the purpose of preventing the Subjects of cither Country, from engaging in any illicit 
trafick in Slaves. I bave the honous to be, &c. 


(Signed) ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM, 


(Second Inclosure in No. 63.) 


The British Deputy Consul-Gencral to the Portuguese Sinister for 
Foreign Affairs. 


MR. ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM, His Britannick Majesty's Deputy and Acting Consul- 
General for the Brazils, and its Dependencies, has the honour to present bis most respectful com- 
pliments to His Excellency Senhor Francisco Joze Vieira, Minister and Secretary of. State for the 
Kingdom of Brazil, and tor Foreign Affairs ; and begs leave to represent to His Excellency, that, 
in consequence of the schooner Emitia not having yet been sold, she is daily deteriorating and 
becoming of less value; several months have now elapsed since her condemnation and her being 
surrendered to the Judge of the Contraband, and the accounts relative to that vessel's capture 


. cannot be closed and transinitted to the British Government, until the proceeds of the sale of the 


yessel, her cargo, and appurtenances be liquidated, and placed, as ordered by His Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent, in His Aviso of the 6th of August 1821, to the Judge of Contraband, 


Deputy and Acting Consul-General, 


ong 
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* His Britaunick Majesty's Acting Consul-General has therefore to request that His Excellency 
Senhor Francisco Jose Vieire witl have the goodness to direct that Judge to proceed, without further 
_ delay, to the sale of the Ensilia; and he, at the same time, has the honour to assure His Excel- 

lency that in thus troubling him, upon a subject to which his attention: hus already been so fre- 
quently drawn, he is actuated by no other motive than that which arises from a sense of its being 
his duty so to do, and in order to prevent future trouble and discussion. 

Phe first Article ot the Regulations for the Mixed Comn.ission states, that judgment shall be 
given. withont appeal, according to the letter and spirit of the Treaty of 22d January 1915, and 
the Convention signed at London, on the 28th of July 1817. 

In the Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal, sigtied at Vienna 22d Junuary 1815, it 
also appears that other Powers of Europe bave been induced to assist in the benevolent object of 
bringing about a gradual abolition of the Slave ‘rade ; and therefore, it is not to be doubted but 
that the whole of the Powers therein alluded to, are truly and sincerely interested in this humane 
pursuit, and that as the Emilia’s case is the first which has been brought betore the Mixed Com- 
mission established in the Brazils, the manner in which the process has been oarried on and can- 
cluded will become a matter of general concern and consideration ; and the British Government, 
in particular, will no doubt expect that the first Article of His Most Faithful Majesty's Alvaré, 
dated January 26th 1818, pointing out the punishments of those who shall proceed to fit out and 
prepare vessels for an illegal Traffick in Slaves, shall be put into effect, by applying it to the 
offenders in the Emilia’s cuse, or at least that the reason, wiry it is not, should be explained. The 
sentence was duly transmitted to the Judge of Contraband, together with a copy of the Matricula, 
as well as an account of the wayes due to each individual, for the purpose of enabling the Judge 
to apply the Alvar4 to those whom it might appear to affect. The official notes from His Britan- 
nick Majesty's Acting Consul General to the Minister of State, naming the persons who had trans- 
gressed the law, and begging that the law might be applied to the case, was certainly a full denun- 
ciation, and therefore it cannot be alledged, that they were not mentioned or pointed out to the 
Portuguese Authorities, 

Mr. Cunningham avails himself of this opportunity to repeat his high consideration and esteem 
for his Excellency, Senhor Francisco Joze Vieira, 


Rio de Janeire, 218s¢ December 1821. 


(Third Inclosure in No. 63.) 
The Portuguese. Minister for Foreign a to the British Deputy 


unsul Genera 


(Translation.) 


THE Undersigned Counsellor, Minister and Secretary of State for the Interior and Foreign 
Affairs offthe Kingdom of Brazil, having received aud laid befere His Royal Higliness The Prisee 
Regent the Note, dated 23d December last, which Mr. Cunningham, His Britaonick Majesty’s 
Consul General, addressed to him through the Secretary ot States’ Office, making a representation 
against the delay which had occurred in the sale of the schooner, Emilia, condemned by the Mixed 
Commission, as well as for uot huving proceeded against those people employed in the outfit and 
navigation of the same; received an order from the same august Person to reply to you, and 
transmit the inclosed copy of a note from the Superintendent of Contrabands, by which itis 
evident that the course pursued is perfectly regular, and that neglect cannot in any manner be 
attributed to the Judge charged with that business. -— 

The-Unilersigned, thus fulfilling the orders be received from His Royal Highness The Prince 
Regent, fecls persuaded thac Mr. Cunningham will be convinced how much the Government of 
His Royal Highness is inclined, always to execute the existing laws, and profite of this opportuaky 
of repeating to him expressions of bis particular esteem. 


(Signed) FRANCISCO JOZE VIEIBA. 
Palace of Rio de Janeiro, 4th January 1822. 


(Fourth Inclosure in No. 63.) 
The Superintendent of Contratands to the Minister for. Foreign Afawe. 


(Trauslation.) 


Most Excrirent anv I_ztustriovs Sir, 

IN compliance with the Portaria of the 24th instant, in which [fis Royal Fripheress 
The Prince Regent orders, that the note of the Deputy Consul General of His Britantrick 
Majesty, and Arbitrator of the Mixed Commission established at this Court, whith solicits 
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the sale of the schooner Emilia, condemned by the said Commission, and to be informed 
of the reason why full execution has not been given to the first Article of the Alvara 
of the 26th January 1818, should be sent to me by the Secretary of State’s Ollice, in order 
that I might report on the subject ; I have the honour of communicating to your Excellency, that 
you may be pleased to make known to His Royal Highness, that the sentence of the above-men- 
tioned Commission having been presented to this Tribunal on the 28th of September of the present 
year, and after the competent order to fulfil it, the valnation of the schooner Ewilia, condemned by 
the above-mentioned Commission, was consequently proceeded with by the, appraisers (hat I judged 
most fit, those of the Measurement Department of the Royal Marine Arsenal, having previously ad- 
dressed a note to the Inspector of the Arsenal to that effect, and having immediately advertised 
the sale by auction in the accustomed form of law, and no advance upon the valuation being 
made on the last three days of the sale, it being said to be much too high, which yave rise to the 
representation that I bad the honour of addressing to your Excelleney on the 24th of last month, 
to which His Royal Highness noting my not having mentioned the amount of the valuation of the 
‘ schooner Emilia, or the price bidden, was pleased to order me, by the Portaria of the Ist 
instant, immedsately to transmit the above-mentioned information, which I did in my note of the 
5th instant; and in the Portarta of the I}th instant, His Royal Highness determines that, 
should the bidding not reach the actual valuation, that the schooner should be put up to auction, 
with the reduction that the law prescribes, or that a new valuation should be taken by those who 
took the first, but, however, not to be adjudged to the Treasury. In conformity to this, T proceeded 
a second time to put the schoouer up to auction, having previously announced it in the Diary for 
the 22d instant, on which day, there being no bidders beyond the reduced valuation, as directed by 
the Portariaof the J Jth instant, according to which, and the preceding, I have been guided and shall 
continue:sv to be, as the inclosed certificate, which I trausmit to your Excellency, will shew,’ and 
which I presume will do away with any suspicion of culpable omission in this Court, in the 
execution of the sentence of the Mixed Commission respecting the sale, solicited by His Britan- 
nick Majesty’s Consul-General. | 

-With regard, however, to the motive for not having given full execution to the first Article of the 
Alvar4 of the 26th of January 1818, I have simply to say, that since the Officers of the schooner 
Emilia are not condemned to be transported to Mozambique, or to any fine, by the sentence of 
which I am the mere executor, conformably to the letter of the law, anv excess on my part would 
be Jooked upon as anti-legal, especially as I have not yet received a denunciation to commence a 
‘new suit in this Court, as is prescribed by the above Alvar&, by the letter and spirit of which, ae- 
cording to my view of it, I] have been regulated, as I have told His Royal Highness; however, on 
viewing the whole reterred to, and the inclosec certificate, you will decide as you may think proper, 

| God preserve your Excellency. - 


(Signed) JOZE FRANCISCO LEAL, 
Dezembargador,. 
Rio de Janeiro, December 29, 1821. Serving as General Superintendent of Contraband. 


v 


(fifth Inclosure in No. 63.) 


o 


Matricula of the Schooner Emilia. With Notes. 


7s 


a: 7 ae (Translation.) 
. Riv de Janeiro, August 3, 1821. 


Approved, 
(Signed) HAYNE. REBELLO, , 


THE list of the crew of the schooner Emilia, copied fron the original Matricula, which is with 
the documents, together with notes taken from the said documents, captured by His Britannick 
Majesty’s ship of war Morgiana, and condemned for being taken when engaged in carrying on 
the illicit Slave Trade’; viz. 

_ Severo Leonardo, Master. Neither by the Matricula, or any other document, does it appear 
what wages he received ; but by the cargo-book it appears that he had five Slaves of the cargo, 
and two Slaves mariners: he ran away at Babia, where be landed with the permission of the 
Commander of the Morgiana, as he himself declared. 

Domingos Jozé de Furia, Mate, had four hundred mil reis wages, according to the Mutricula ; 
one Slave of the cargo belonged to him; and he remained at Bahia, where he landed, sick of a 
‘wouhd which he gave himself in endeavouring to cut his own throat. — 

Prudencio de Albuquerque, Practitioner, bad seventy mil reis wages; he had on board four 
Slaves, and remained on the Coast of Africa. 

Manoel Alcantara, Boatswain, yot.two-hundred and fifty mil reis wages ; he had on board five 
‘Slaves, and came with the schoon.s to this Port, where his deposition was taken, and afterwards 
ran away, 

Jozé osniiits de Moraes, Black Doctor, embarked at Bahia, in the place of Lourenco Do- 
mingos dos Santos, who is named in the Matricula, and left the schooner on the day of sailing ; 
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got one hundred and twenty mil reis wages. He came to this port, where bis deposition wae 
taken, and he is actually on board taking cure of the blacks. 

Francisco Caetano, Cooper, bad one bundred and eighty mil reis wages; be had on beard 
five Slaves, and remained on shore at Bahia with permission of the Captor. 

Roque Nagou, Cooper, Slave of Vicente Ferr#, Milles; bad no wages appointed, and remained 
on the coast. 


SAILORS. 


Antonio Joaquim had for wages fifty mil reis, and run away in Bahia.—Joao da Crus bad for 
wages fifty mil reis; he had on board one Slave; he ran away at Babia.—Manoel da Hora had 
for wages fifty mil reis, and run away at Bahia.—Estanislao Martins Marques had for wages fifty 
mil reis, and remained at Babia with leave from the Captor. 


Bento - - - - Aussa 

Joao- - =- oe - Barba 
Christovao - - - Aussa 
Caetano- - - - Mosambique 
Antonio- - - - Gege 

Paulo -« -« - e- Aussa 
Juze- = -« = -« Aussa 
Faustino - - - Cabinda 
Firmo - - - - Barno 

y 

ich ean Pia } Remained on the coast. 


These twelve Sluves, sailors, belong to Vicente Ferra. Milles, who sailed from Bahia in the 
schooner, with the intention of remaining on the coast as Agent to the Owner of the sald 
schooner, as appears by documents found on board, to load this and other vessels ; but it does not 
appear from the passport, or the Matricula, that he went in the schooner, thcrelore it is concluded 
that he went coucealed :. the truth of this supposition is plainly confirmed by several letters 
found on board, and also by the depositions of one ot the witnesses : by some of the same letters 
it appears that he had for wages two hundred mil reis per month, from the Ist ef October 1826 j 
and as the schooner was captured on the 14th of Feb [821, be had already gained nine ban- 
dred mil reis of his wages. It also appears that he shipped on board the sehooner, on his own 
account, nine Slaves. George Gege, Slave of Jouqm™, Carneiro de Campos of Batia, ‘bas not 
any interest in the negeciation ; he is on board the schooner, Jozé Mina was drowned when 
switoming from the schooner to the shore. Bulthezar Aussa, Slave of Ignacio Jozé Ferreira of 
Bahia, has no interest in the negociations ; he is on boerd the schooner. Domingos Tapa, 
Slave of Joze Ramos of Babia, is on board the schooner. 

Kio de Janeiro, dugust 3, 1622. 


(Sixth Inclosure in No. 63.) 
The Mixed Commission. to the Judge of Contraband. 


(Translation. ) 


THE Mixed Commission for the prevention of the Slave Trade, established in this City, ordered 
wre to forward to your Lordship the inclosed list, witb some necessary explanations respecting the 
crew of the schooner Emilia, captured by William Finlaison, Esquire, Commander of His Britao- 
nick Majesty’s ship Morgiana, which schooner was judyed a lawful prize; in order that your 
Lordship, in conformity to the Alvaré of the 26th January 1818, may be enabled to proceed 
eyainst the offenders as you may think proper: and that at the time of delivery of the said 
echooner, be pleased to demand a list, and the crew, which ought to correspond with the inclosed, 

T have also to make known to your Londship, by orcer of the above-mentioned Commission, 
‘that on board the said schooner were found cight hundred and forty-five Spanish dollars, which, 
Ay order of the Captor, were expended at Bahia, in the purchase of cables, sails, &c. for the said 
schooner, by Mr. Riach, the Purser of the Morgiana, as he mace appear by the accounts lig 
before the Commission, remaining responsible for the balance of one thousand seven hundred and 
cighteen reis, which your Lordship will receive from the same gentleman; and be pleased tp 
acknowledye the receipt of the whole, for the information of the Commission. It remains forme 
to inform your Lordship, that the schooner and her cargo were insured at one million four hundred 
and forty thousand six hundred and forty reis, as is ajparent by a paper signed by the Proprietor, 
without mentioning where insured, or by what Company. 

God preserve your Lordship. 3 
oe (Signed) BBAZ MARTINS COSTA PASSOS, 
Rie de Janeiso, August 9, 1821. Secretary and Register. 


a 
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No. 64. 
Henry Hayne, Esq. to the Marquess of Londonderry.—(Recewed May 28.) 


(Extract.} Rio de Janeiro, February 28, 1822. 


I HAVE great satisfaction in being at length enabled to lay before your 
Lordship, accounts of the sale of the schooner Emilia, condemned by the 
Mixed Commission established at this Place, and beg to inform your Lordship, 
that by the Packet which conveys this, I have remitted the proceeds to the 
Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, in conformity to your Lord- 


ship’s instructions. | 
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
&e. §c. &e. 


No. 65. 
Henry Hayne, Esq. to the Marquess of Londonderry.—( Received July 30.) 


My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, May 12, 1822. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, that on the 27th ct March 
last, the brig Desengano, under Portuguese colours, entered this Port from 
Bahia, with 390 Slaves on board, and, about ten days after, a Persen, by name 
John Philip de Amorim, donounced the vessel, for having taken. the Staves 
.en board to the north of the Equator, in violation of the Convention of 1817, 
and the Alvara of 1818, before the Judge of Contraband, who, by the 4th 
Article of the said Alvardé, is authorized to take cognizance of all denun- 
ciations. The Judge ordered his Escrivad, or Registrar, to inform himself 
of the case. ‘The Registrar obtained information, reported upon it to the 
Judge; and the Judge, solely upon this report, decided, that the evidence 
contained therein was sufficient to authorize his rejecting the case. 

Upon this, the Informer, on the 16th of April, referred the ¢ase to the 
Mixed Commission, u the authority of the 4th Article of the Alvaré, 
which says, “ it shall, een be lawful for either of the Parties to apply 
“to the Mixed Commission, for them to determine whether or not the case 
“‘ have reference to the abolition, in which event the Jegal praceedings upon 
“it shall be delivered up to the Commission in the state in which they are, 
* and whatever the Commission may decide shall be carried into effect.” 

I have the honour to inclose a copy of the papers which were laid before 
the Commission by the Informer, and have numbered them for the sake of 
reference. The first contains the Informer’s petition to the Mixed Commis- 
sion, to take cognizance of the case on the ground of an unsatisfactory de- 
cision of the Judge of Contraband. The second contains the original denun- 
ciation before the Judge of Contraband, on the ground of the Slaves having 
been cmbarked to the north of the Equator, together with the. Judge’s.des- 
patch or dak The third contains the Escrivad’s, or Registrar's, report, 
with the orders from the Secrctary of State to detain and release the Slaves, 
and the last decision of the Judge. 

_ _ [thought it advisable, my Lord, to make the case known to His Majesty's 

Acting Consul-General; to enable him to draw the attention of The Prince 
Regent’s Government to a case which bore the appearance of connivance on 
the part of the Authorities at Bahia, and of negicct, at least, on that of a 
Tribunal before which it had been alroady laid at this Place. I therefore lost 
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mo time in writing a note, of which I beg to inclose a copy, to His Britannick 
Majesty’s Acting Consul-Gencral, transmitting to him a copy of the first 
Inclosure, expressing a hope that on his representation, the Government 
would make every exertion, and Would afford every opportunity to the Mixdd 
‘Commission, to obtain a satisfactory elucidation of the case. 

It now became a question, My Lord, with the Portuguese Commissary 
Judge, whether the case in its present state was cognizable by the Commis- 
sion. I gave it as my decided opinion, founded on the clause of the fourth 
Article of the Alvara above quoted, that it became the Commission to asccr- 
tain whether or not it was a case of contraband. 

The Portuguese Commissary Judge in reply said, that the clause which I 
quoted from the Alvara, presumes a legal process to be commenced before the 
competent Authority, because it clearly says, that in the event of a reference 
to the Commisston “the ufos or legal proecedings upon it shall be deli- 
‘“‘ vered up to the Commission in the state in which they are,” and he main- 
tained that a suit had not been legally commenced, and that the papers before 
us were not duos, and as a proof of their not being Autos, he said they would 
dave remained in the hands of the Registrar, and not in the power of the 
Informer, had they assumed that Jegal form, therefore he could not think of con- 
‘senting to take cognizance of the case in its present state. After weighing 
the ebjections of the Portuguese Commissary Judge, I proposed taking a 
legal opinion on the point of law, before I agreed to or dissented from them, 
as it could not be suppused that T should be conversant with the legal forms 
of the law of the land. I accordingly advised with the Judge Conservator, 
‘and others, who were decidedly ot opinion, that the papers in question were 
not 4utos, and that as the Alvara expressly stated .4utos, that it would be ir- 
regular and not warrantable by the clause of the Act to proceed upon them in 
that state. It was, therefore, agreed, hy the Mixed Commission, to return the 
.petition and the papers to the Informer, with the following note, “* not cog- 
“ nisable by the Mixed Commission until formed into Autos,” leaving it ones 
to him to return with the papers in due form. 

_ The ex-parte statement contained in the third Inclosure, on which the 
Judge of Contraband’s decision is grounded, will of itself shew your Rovaenp 
the shallowness of its foundation. 

Although, my Lord, this case has every appearance of being contraband: 
cand thoug the information is laid, which it never would have been, had the 
Informer not been urged to it, I fear, my Lord, if I may judge from the pro- 
ceedings before the Judge of Contraband, that with the system which pre- 
‘vatls here, and the great general interest taken in the ‘Traffick in Slaves, 
there will be little chance of a satistactery result in this case. eet 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) - “"« HENRY HAYNE. 
Lhe Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. | 
Se. 


&e.. .. &e. 


(First Inclosurein No. 63.) 


Petition to the Mixed Commission in the Case of the Brig Desengano. - 
(Translation ) i 


Mosr It.iustriovs Sins, JupGEs oF THE Mixep Commission, 


JOHN PHILIP DE AMORIM declares, that in the month of March last, the Portuguese 
‘brig, named the Desengano, entered this Port, coming from Bahia, with three hundred and ninety 
Slaves on board, which Slaves, the Petitioner has every reason to believe, were embarked on board 
ahe said ship at the port of Onim, at the North of the Equator, in which Port the frethee an 
Slaves is prohibited by the Alvaré of the 26th of January 1818, | © os 
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_ The Petitioner, in consequence of the said Alvaré and Treaty, denounced his suspicions to the 
Judge ot Contraband of this Place in the Petition which he has the honour to annex, and by the 
despatches or replies of the said Judge, it appears that he has not perceived the meaning of the 
Petitioner, supposing the denunciation to be made under the impression that the said Slaves were 
fanded without paying the competent duties, whereas it is on the illegal purchase of them on the 
Coast of Africa, where they were embarked; and as fhe above-mentioned Alvar4 grants to the 
Petitioner the privilege of applying to the Mixed Commissian on the supposition of his being 
aggrieved, on these grounds it is that he petitions to your Honours to take such steps as yon 
may judge justice to require, in order to discover whether or not the suspicions of the Petitioner 
are well founded, and your Petitioner will receive a favour, &c. &c. &c. - 


(Second Inctosure in No. 65.) 


Denunciation before the Judge of Contraband, with the Judge's Reply. 


(Trauslation.) 
Mosr I:custriovus Sir, DeseMBARGADOR, JUDGE OF THE CoNTRABANDS, 


JOHN PHILIP DE AMORIM declares, that he denounces to your Honour that, in tlfe 
month ot March last, the Portuguese vessel, called the Desengano, entered this Port, coming last 
from Bahia, and bringing three hundred and ninety Slaves, and the Petitioner is fully persuaded 
that the said Slaves were embarked at the port of Onim, alias Molembo, to the north of the 
Gold Coast; this being prohibited by the Alvar& of the 26th of January 1818: and in con- 
formity to the said Alvara, the Petitioner begs your Honour will be pleased to proceed to exa- 
mine into the allegation of the Petitioner, in the appointed form of law, by which your Petiti- 
oner prays your Huuour to be pleased so tu order it, and your Petitiouer will be thankful. 


J udge’s Answer, 
Let the Registrar inform bimself, proceeding to the necessary means of coming at the truth. 
‘Rio de Janeiro, April 6, 1822. _ (Signed) CRUZ. 


{Third {nclosure in No. 65.) 


Registrar's Report, Orders for the Detention and Release of the Slaves, and 
last Decision of the Judge. | 


(Translation. ) 


Most I:iustTrious Siz, DesEMBARGADOR, SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL OF CONTRABANDS. 


IN compliance with the respectable Despatch of your Honour, ] went to the Street of Violas, 
at the house of Manoel Joayuim Ribeiro, Merchant, registered at the Royal Junta of Commerce, 
correspondent at this place of Domingos de Almeida Lima, and of Antonio Ferreira Coelho, Pro- 
prietors of the vessel called Desengano, and I was there informed by the proper correspondent, 
that the Slaves, which were said to be prohibited, were brought from Bahia, where the full duties on 
them were paid, as is necessary to shew by a despatch from the Custom-House of that Place, and 
which was proved by the Custom-House certificate presented at the Custom-House of this Place, 
and they were in consequence admitted free of duty; these Slaves were disembarked in the said 
_ City of Bahia above forty days without the least opposition, and on their arrival in this Port, after 
being landed at the Lazaretto,they were theredetained by an Order from the Secretary of State on the 
28th of March, from five to six in the evening, and that on the 29th, at ten o'clock in the morn- 
ing,.an Order was issued by the Secretary of State for their being disembarked and freely sold, as 
they accordingly were. The said-Orders are in the hands ot the Administrator of the Lazaretto, 
and that the said Proprietors traded in Slaves to the Dominions of the Crown of Portugal, to the 
south of the Line, from whence this cargo cume; that it never could be considered probibited, or 
it would not have been, as it was, despatched at the City of Babia, Then going, likewise, to the 
house of the Administrator of the Lazaretto, to be better informed of what was above stated 3; b 
him I was put in possession of the above mentioned Orders from the Secretary of State, of which 
the following are copies : 


His Royal Highness The Prince Regent, through the Secretary of State for the Interior, orders 
the Administrator of the Lazareto not to allow, under his own responsibility, any of those Slaves 
that lately arrived from the City of Bubiato leave the Lazaretto without an Order from the said 
Secretary ot State. 


Palace of Rio de Janeiro, March 28, 1822. YW JOZE BONIFACIO pz ANDRADE. 
H 
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His Royat Higtiteey The Prites Regent, through the Secretary of State for the Interfor, 
conmmurticates to tire Administrator of the Lazaretto, that rhe Order direeted to him yesterday, eu 
eetning the Staves latety arrived from the City of Babia, is cancelled, atrd that they may be placed 
at the disposat of their Qvuers whenever applied for. 


JOZE BONIPACIO nz ANDRADE E SILVA. 


Péides of Rio dé Janeiro, March 29, 1822. 


This io all that I have been able to ascertain, and all the information I can give your Henour, 
who will order whatevet you may think proper. 


Rio de Janeiro, April 12, 1822. DEZIDERIO JOZE DO AMARAL. 


Devision given on the ahote information. 
At sight of the above Information, I have nothing more to decide. 


Rie dé Jaheits, Apr 13, 1892, (Signed) CRUZ. 


(Fourth Inclosure in No. 65.) 
The Brush Conmntséary Judge to the Deputy Consul-General. 


Sia, Rio de Janeiro, April 19, 1822. 


I HAVE thé honour to incldse for your information, the copy of a Petition which was received 
by the Mixed Commission on the 1] 6th instant, by which you will learn that a Portuguese brig, 
named the Desengano, arrived here on the 27th March, with three hundred and ninety Slaves on 
heard from Bahia; chat Joao Philtpe de Amorim laid an {aformution before the Judge of Cortra- 
band as the law directs, denouncing the said vessel for having brought the said Siaves from the 
north of the Equator, in violation of the Convention ot 1817, and the Alvar of January 1818 — 
By the same papers you will also ob-erve, that the Judge of Contraband orders his Escrivao, ot 
Registrar, to obtain information and proof of the case, oc foundation for the “enunciation, and 
upon his simple information also contdined herein, which is obtained avowedly trom the Owners 
and Consignees of the said Slaves, that the brig came from Bahia, that the Slaves had been forty 
days on shore at Bahia, and had there paid the dutics ; that the Slaves had been embargoed by an 
Aviso trom the Minister of State, when in che Lugaretto of this Port, but had been placed at the 
disposal of the Ownérs by the same authority on the following day ; and upon this information, 
without any further proof, tle Judge of Contraband despatches the Informer’s petition thus: 
‘© After the above information J have notbing to grant.” 

Upon this evasive answer, which amounts to a refusal to accept the denunciation, the Informer 
avails himself of the fourth Article of the Alvaié, wiich grants to either Party the permission to 
refer the case to the Mixed Commission to decide, whether it has or Rot réterence to the abolition. — 
Here the matter rests for the present, but I think [ should lose no time in making it known to 
You, to enable yout to call the serious attention of His Royal Highness The Prince Repent's Govern- 
Ment th the subject. | 

Wihour meaiing to prejudge the case, I ¢annot réfrain from remarking, that the blacks 
1 abl aré, as iS publick and notorious throughout the City, belonging to tribes inhabiting 
the north ot the Equator, eight degrees to the N. of the uearest legal Port of embarkation ; xl 
thar they hive been publickly selling in the Valungo as Miuas blacks, which fs the vulgar name fir 
the blacks brought flom the Gold Coast; judging trom these circumstances, and trom a Person 
hating denounced the vessel for the sake of the réward, I conceive, Sir, that there exists the 
Strongest suspicion that this is a case of gross violation of the Convention of 1817, and the Alvate 
BF Jannary 1818; and, therefore, J baud hope that, upon your representation to His Royal High- 
hess ‘The Prince tteyent of Brazil, through His Minister of State, every exertion would be made om 

“the part of His Royal Highness’s Government, and every opportunity given to the Mixed Gom- 
Mi$slon to enable chem (the Commissioners) tv obtnin a satistactory elacidation of the case. 
1 have the honour to be, &c. 
Mbevon der SN Esq. (Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 
&t. Cc, =&e, 
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119 


Henry Hayne, Esq. to The Earl of Clanwiliiam.—( Received July 30.) 
Reo de Janeiro, May 15, 1822. 


I HAVE the honour to annex, for your Lordship’s information, a list of 
the Slaves imported into this harbour during the first three months of 
this year. Your Lorship will remark that the number has increased one- 
half, even compared with the same quarter of the last year, contained in the 
dist which I had the honour of transmitting to your Lordship im the mopth 


My Lorp, 


of January last. 


The first quarter, my Lord, is generally the heaviest, owing, I believe, to 
its being the season when the ships arrive from the Kastern Coast of Africa. 
I believe the accuracy of this list may be relied upon, and J purpose, 
my Lord, continuing to forward them quarterly. 


_ I have the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed) 


The Earl of Clanwilliam, 


Se. &e. 


&e. 


(Inclosure ta No, 66.) 


HENRY HAYNE. 


List of Slaves imported at Rio de Janciro, from Jenuary to March \822. 


Date. Class of Ship 
3822. 
January 2d — Ship — 
5th — Brig — 
10rh ) § — Ditto — 
7th | — Ditto— 
18th — Diito— 
20th Escuna 
February !st — Brig — 
2d — Ship — 
ith — Brig — 
lith | — Ditro— 
d4th — Ditto — 
15th | — Ditto— 
-190h Esouwa 
Weh — Brig — 
a — Ditto — 
22d J — Ditto— 
23d — Ditto— 
2ah 
26th — Litto — 
March 2d — Brig — 
5th Beemia 
—_ — Big — 
Gab Galea 
12th | — Brig — 
18th — Ditto— 
26th — Piatto — 
— — Ditto— 
— — Ditto— 
27th | — Ship — 
— | — Brig — 


\ 


Name. From whence. ! ane mported. 
S. José Americano | — Cabinda — 750 
— Golfnho — | — Ditto — 417 
Ajarora do Cabo sia th 298 
— Landof —|— Ditto — 413 
Paguete do Rio | — Cabinda — 460 
— Liberal —j— Zaire — 145 
-——| 2483 
— Amazona — | Mocambique 422 
Ganceigao Esperangca | — Ditto — 265 
Pastora de Lima | -—- Avggola — 407 
— Esperanca — Benguella 403 
Triumfodo Brazil | Mocambique 401 
Senhora da Guia Quilimane 436 
Marie Thomasia | — Angola — 41a 
— Ulisses — | Mocambique 418 
— Trajano — | — Cabmids — 460 | 
— Zephiro —{ Quilimane | 483 | 
— Mercurio —{ Benguella 1 334 | 
— Leopoldina — Quilimone | 448 | 
— Mariaaea — | Mocambique 1 ODO | 
| re 
|-——] pal 
— Minerva — Quilimane 24 475 ' 
Princtpe Regente | — Cabinda — 664 | 
Principe Keal (Benguela P. Para 334 
VinteseisdeFefreiro) Bocambique 496 | 
— Abismo — | — Angola — 239 | 
General Sampayo | — Dito — 352 | 
General Silveira Quilimane 406 | 
Conde dos Arcos | — Ditto — 425 | 
Mariana Daphne {| — Angola —_ } 375 | 
Felis Eugenia Mogambique 455 
— Dezengavo — | — Bahia — 320 | 4541 
Total, 14355 | 2024 /12346112340 
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No. 67." 


Henry Hayne, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry.—{ Recewed ~ 
September 2.) 


(Extract.) Rio de Janeiro, July 4, 1822. 
I HAVE this day, iny Lord, made known to His Majesty’s Consul-General 


the arriva! of the schooner Zonixha, fourteen days from Bahia, with two 
hundred and fifty-six Slaves on board, belonging to the same Owner, and 
coming precisely under the same circumstances (with Slaves belonging to the 
North of the Line) as the Dezengano, the particulars of which case [ 
had the honour of forwarding to your Lordship on the 12th of May last, 
subsequently to which date, the endeavours of His Majesty’s Acting Consul 
General and Myself, in bringing to Justice, and making an example of 
such a bold and obvious violation of the Convention have, I regret to 
state, proved unsuccessful. Even supposing the Slaves to have been legally 
imported at Bahia, (which, judging from their cast, was not the case), 
the Convention prohibits their being sent coastways for trafiick without 
a licence, ad hoc, and if the ship possesses such a licence, the fact of the Slaves 
having come from the north of the Line being notorious, renders it an 
evident connivance of the Authorities concerned. ee 

~ Mr. Chamberlain has promised to do what he can to put a stop to this new 
and growing branch of contraband trade. 


. (Signed) © HENRY HAYNE. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
&c. : C. 


ne 


No. 68. 
The Marquess of Londonderry to the British Commissioners at Rio de Janciro 


(Extract.) | Foreign Office, July 31, 1822. 


I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Hayne’s Despatch of the 16th 
of February 1822, respecting the delay in the sale of the Portuguese Slave 
vessel Emilia, and the neglect on the part of the Authorities at Rio de 
Janeiro, in directing the prosecution of Persons implicated in the Slave Trade. 

Upon the general question regarding the due execution of the 3d Article of 
the Treaty, which provides for the punishment of Portuguese subjects 
who may be found engaged in the prohibited Tratfick in Slaves, I have re- 
ceived The King’s commands to direct His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Lis- 
bon, to make suitable remonstrances to the Portuguese Government. 


(Signed) LONDONDERRY. 


Mes Majesty's Commissioners, Rio de Janeiro. 
ee” ! ; : : oe ee 
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No. 69. 
Henry Hayne, Esq. to The Earl of Clanwilliam.—( Received November 10.) 


My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, August 21, 1822. 


- IT BEG, herewith annexed, to transmit to your Lordship, a list of the ships 
avhich have arrived at this Port with Slaves on board, for the purpose of 
traffick, from the 1st of April to the 30th of June last, in the same form as 
the list of the three preceding months, which I had the honour of forwarding | 
to your Lordship. The number imported, my Lord, this year compared to 
the corresponding six months last year, is no less than an increase of six 
thousand five hundred and thirty-six. A partial increase may be accounted. 
fer by the arrival of three vessels from Bahia, which, not finding a good mar- 
ket there, owing, I presume, to the disturbed state of that City, came to this. 
Port where their cargoes met with a ready sale, and fetched a higher price than 
those usually imported, owing to their being of a better race, doubtless from 
the north of the Equator, which is readily ascertained by their marks and 
language; however they were entered at the Custom-House at Bahia, as coming 
from Molembo. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. — : 
| (Signed) TIENRY HAYNE 
The Earl of Clanwilliam, 
Se. &e. §e. 


CUnclosure in No. 69.) 


List of Slaves imported at Rio de Janeiro.—( April to June, 822.) 


I 


| | TOTALS, 
C3 
ego; S| 2 
Date of Arrival.| Description.| Vessels Name. From whence. 5. a i © | Died. 
& « a. a 
$822, 
April } 6th — Shin — }{St.Ant. Destimido. | — Angola —- | 747 | 228 | 519 
kth —Ditto— |— Maria — | — Cabinda — | 448 69 } 379 
— — Brig — | — Santa Rosa— | — Ditto — | 313 | 22 | 291 
2311 — Ditto— | Senr. do Baluarte | Quelimane 418 | 215 | 203 
| ——- | —— "|---| 1926 | 534 - 1392 
May 4th — Ditto— | Conceicao Passos | — Angola — | 450 | 49 } 401 
Sth —Ditto— {| Reino do Brazil | —Benguela— | 425 37 | 388 : 
-|——-|—-——| 875 | 86 1 789 
June 6th — Ditto— | Gram Peneio — Cabinda — | 459 27 
—- Schooner | — Urania — | — Angola — | 302 | 2 
7th — Ship — | — Amalia —}] — Ditto — |} 760 | 153 
—- | —Ship — | St: Anne Flor do | _ cabmda — | 545 | 11 
26th | — Brig — |— Legeiro — | —Benguela— | 408 | 18 
47th Schooner | — Toninha —]— Bahia — | 256| — 
| —— 243 | 2437 
Total in the Month of January, 1822. * - 277 [2483 
February - - 9X5 15316 
March - - 762 | 454) 
Total in Six Months - - - {19895} 2887 417008 
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No. 70. 


Messrs. Hayne and Cunningham to The Marquess of Londonderry. —— 
(Recetved November 10.) 


My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, August 30,1822. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your LLordship’s 
Despatch of the 17th of May last,* inclosing the copy of a letter, dated the 


ad of April, from the Secretary of the Admiralty, by which, my Lord, we 


are informed that the Instructions issued, in conformity to the Treaties for 
preventing the illegal Traffick in Slaves, to Naval Officers, will, for the future, 
be signed by two instead of three of the Lords of the Admiralty. 

No ship has arrived here for adjudication since we had last the honour of 


addressing your Lordship. 
We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE. | 
ALEXR. CUNNINGHAM. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
Se. Se. 


C. 


* Sec Sierra Leone.—(General.)—No 2. | 


No. 71. 


Henry Hayne, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry.—( Received 
are November 11.) : 


_ My Lorp, Rio de Janeiro, September 12, 18292. 


I HAVE already been more than three years out of England, and having 
suffered much from the heat of last year, and dreading to encounter the whoke 
. of the approaching summer, I beg leave to solicit your Lordship’s permissiom 

to return to England, on leave of absence for six or eight months, for the 
- purpose of recruiting my strength. 
- Neither on this plea, nor on any other, my Lord, should I be induced to be ge 
such a favour.ot your Lordship, if I conceived that the service in which lana 
employed would be prejudiced by my temporary absence, the risque of which 
will not I think be considered doubtful, since my Colleague, Mr. Cun— 
ningham, and the Consul General (who is appointed Locum tenens by he 
Convention in the event of vacancy) are both on the spot, and have authorized. 
— meito inform your Lordship, that they are very ready to undertake the duty 
. that will devolve upon them in consequence ot my absenc- from my Post. . 
'Under these circumstances, I trust, that your Lordship will be pleased to 
grant my request. . | 
i. | I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 


‘ 
$ 


J ed | 
| The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 


HOe 
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No. 72. 
Messrs. Hayne and Cunningham to the Secretary of State.—(Receined 
ecember 11.) 


(Extract.) Riv de Janeiro, October 19, 1822. 


‘WE have the ‘honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 7th instant, of 
te Lordship’s Despatch, dated the 31st of July last, in reply to Mr. Hayne’s 

espatch of the 16th of February 1822, respecting the neglect of the 
Authorities at Rio de Janeiro, in directing the prosecution of Persons impli- 
cated in the Slave Trade, and informing us that your Lordship had made 
suitable remonstrances on the subject to the Portuguese Government at Lisbon. 

With regard to those of the crew who incurred the penalty of the Law in 
_ the-case of the Lite, though neither of them were brought to this Port, 
yet they were left-within the jurisdiction of this Government, and no steps 
were taken to apprehend them, or any proceedings made against them, 
although the Authorities were urged to. proceed against. them, verbally, ky 
- Mr. Hayne, and at his instigation, officially, by His Majesty’s Acting Consul- 

Gencral. The three who are liable to prosecution by the Law, are: 

Severo Leonardo, the Master, who left the ship at Bahia, with the British 
Commander’s permission, having been told by the same when the ship was 
to sail; in proof of which we beg to inclose the copy of some interroga- 
torics which were taken before the Commission ; a 

Domingos José Faria, the Pilot or Mate, who, on account of his being very 
all, in consequence of an attempt to destroy himself, was left at Bahia, by per- 
mission of the British Commanitr ; 

Vincente Ferreira Milles, who embarked on board the Emilia, though his 
name does not appear in the Matricala, remained at Onim, on the Coast of 
Africa, whence the Slaves were exported. He sold the cargo, and shipped the 
Negroes at Onim, and, therefore, I conceive should be looked upon as the 
Supercargo, though not rated as such. 

. Nothing more, my Lord, has been done in this business since Mr. Hayne 
‘had the honour of addressing yoar Lordship on the subject, on the T6th of 
February 1822, and the only reason assigned for not proceeding against these 
_ people was, because they were not named in the sentence which condemned 
the vessel and cargo; and therefore the Judge of Contraband, who called him- 
self the mere Executor of the sentences of the Mixed Commission, would not, 
ex officio, proceed against them, and the Prime Minister, in his reply to Mr. 
Cunningham, expressed himself satisfied with the said J sip pe reasons. Both 
the Judge’s report, and the Minister’s reply, to the Acting Consal-General, to 
that effect, were inclosed in Mr. Hayne’s Despatch of 16th February, to which 
we beg leave to refer your Lordship. — | ae ued 

We do not see, my Lord, how far the Mixed Commission was authorized to 
sentence these pcople to a punishment, to which they were rendered liable by 
the Alvara, iy not by the Convention, or by the Regulations with which we 
- were furnished. | | c 

Under the new order of things here, we feel it to be our duty, my Lord, to 
remain at our Post, and to perform the functions of our Office, in every respect, 
_as long as we are aries to.do, and our Portuguese Colleagues continue 
to act with us, or until we are honoured with His Majesty’s commands to the 


contrary. 
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE. 
ALEXr. CUNNINGHAM. 


His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Forcign Affairs, 
Se. &e. &e. 


1 
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(Inclosure in No. 72.) - . 


Extract from the Proceedings against the Schooner Emilia, captured by Hes 
Majesty's Ship Morgiana, Villiam Finlaison, Esq. Commander. 


| (Translation,) 


ON the 18th of July 1821, William Finlaison, Esq. Commander of Tis Majesty's ship Morgiana, 
appeared before the Mixed Conmission, and the following luterrogatories were put to him on oath, 
‘by the Portuguese Commissary Judge. 

“* Why did not you permit the Master, Severo Leonardo, to make a protest against the capture 
“© of the schooner Emilia, atthe time of the capture ?”— Because, neither at the time of capture, or 
at St. Thomé, or on the Gold Coast, or at Cape Coast, or lastly, at any other place, day or hour, 
did the Master ask me fur pen, ink, and paper for that purpose, or did be shew, or communicate 

to me, any wish to thatelfect, and it was ouly after we entered Bahia, in the cabin of the Morgiana, 
before some Officers of the ship, and other persons, that I heard the Owner, Manoel Francisce 
Mortira, say to the Master, why did you not make a protest, and ] heard the Master reply, that 
having taken from bin all the papers he had on board, ‘* what was the use of protesting "’ 

“* Why did you allow the Master of the schooner to e-cape, when be should have come to give 
“¢ his deposition before the Commission ?"— Because it was his duty to defend his right, if he bad 
any ; 1 bad no business to prevent his escape : adding that he did not bear the conversation betweera 

- the Master and the Owner throagh the medium of an Juterpreter, aud that when it was over the 
Master smiled; that he communicated to hintth. ough. L-eatenant H. S. Head, the day on which 
he expected to sail, and made the same participation co the Briash Consul at Babia, 

_. This was taken and signed before the Commissary Judges. 


(Signed) WILLIAM FINLAISON, Captain. 
= THEO. DE MELLO, (Interpreter.) 
Rio de Janeiro, October 17, 1822. 


No. 73. 


Mr. Secretary Canning to the British Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro. 


_. GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, November 26, 1822, 


_~ISEND to you, for your information and guidance, the copy of a Des- 
"patch, addressed, on the 22d of February 1822, by The King’s command, to 
His Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Lisbon, proposing, Ist, that the provisions 
‘of the Convention of the 28th of July 1817, for the case of the death of one 
“of the Commissioners, shall extend to the case of vacancies occurring in the 
Commission from illness or absence on leave.—2dly, the copy of a Despatch, 
' dated the 6th of April 1822, from His Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at. Lisbon, 
together with its Inclosure, signifying the readiness of the Court of Portugal 
to sign an Article to the effect suggested.— And, 3dly, the copy of an Instruc- 
tion, which I addressed on the 25th of September 1822, by the King’s com-— 
mand, to His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon, inclosing the /’rajet of an 
additional Article for extending the provisions of the Convention in this parta- 
_ cular accordingly. a 
_ So soon as any more specifick arrangement is agreed upon between the 
Parties, I shall lose no time in forwarding the same to you. 
In the mean time, you will endeavour to come to an agreement with your 
fellow Commissioners, to act in the spirit of the intended arrangement. 
I am, &c. 


(Signed) ’ "GEORGE CANNING. 
#his Majesty's Commissioners, Rio de Janeiro. 


L$ 
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No. 74. 
Mr. Secretary Canmng to Messre. Hayne and Cunningham. 


‘GENTLEMEN, | Foreign Office, January 10, 1823. 


- YOUR Despatches to the 19th of October last have been duly received, 
‘and I cannot acknowledge the receipt of them, without adverting in terms of 
‘approbation to that part of your Despatch of that date, wherein you state that 
-you feel it to be your duty to remain at your Post, and perform the functions 
-of your Office in every respect, notwithstanding the political change which 
1s taking place in the Dominions of Brazil. : 


Tam, &c. 7 
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


this Majesty's Commissioners, Rio de Janeiro. 


No. 75. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Henry Hayne, Esq. 


‘Sir, Loregn Office, January 14, 1823. 


IT HAVE received -your'Letter of the.12th of September 1822, addressed to 
tthe late Marquess of Londonderry, and I have laid the same before The King. 
I am to convey to you His Majesty's gracious permission for you to come 
‘to England on.account of ill health ; such leave of absence to continue for the 
period of your-voyage to England, for six months residence.in this Country, 
and for the.period of your voyage back to Rio de Janeiro. 
You will take care to give due notice of our leave, and of your intention of 
availing yourself of it, both to the Mixed Commission, of which you are 
Member, and to the Local Authorities at Rio-de Janeiro. 


Iam, &e. 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING, 


FHlenry Hayne, Esq. 
British Commissary Tudge, Rio de Janeiro. 


~ 


ve 


a) 


127: 
SURINAM. 
No. 76... 
C.£. Lefroy, Esq. to William Richard Hamilion, Esg.—(Recewed 
| Sprit 22.) | 
Ser, Surinam, February 8, 1822. 


J HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, yesterday the 7th instant, 
of your letter, dated 25th October 1821, informing me, by direction of the 
Secretary of State, that the instructions referred to in the Treaty with the 
Netherlands for the prevention of the Slave Trade, which had been issued to 
His Majesty’s ship £uryalus, upon the West Indian station, have been 
transferred from that ship to His Majesty’s ship Fumar, of sixteen guns, 
Captain Sir William Saltonstall Wiseman. _ | 

Iam, &c. 7 
(Signed) CHRIS. EDWpv. LEFROY. 
William Richard Hamilton, Lyq. 


&c. &ce.  &e. 


- 


No. 77. . 4 
C.E. Lefroy, Esq. ts The Marquess of Londonderry.—( Received May 23.) 


(Extract.) 3 _ Surinam, March 19, 1822. 
I AM happy to say that we continue without any open arrivals of Slaves 
since May last, but I have reason to fear that some contraband importations 
(Signed) CHRIS. EDWp. LEFROY. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
&ec. &e. Se. 


. 


have been effected. 


C. E. Lefroy, Esq. to The Marguess of Londondersy.—( Received July 4.) 
(Extract.) | | Surinam, May 1, 1822. 


ON the sshject of the Process of our Court, I regret to inform. your. 
Lordship that, notwithstanding the repeated importunitics of myself.and late 
Colleague, the Mixed Court is actually without any prasess by which tt can 
act, up to this day; the Authorities here having refused the English forms 
of practice, which, in obedience to your Lordship’s directions, we pressed 
upon their adoption as soon as we arrived. The late Dutch Judge, Mr. 
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‘Chagnion, ‘was ordered (as we were informed), ‘to arrange a form of pro- 
-eeeding according to the Dutch Law, but-he having died without discharging 
ithat duty, the fulfilment of it devolved, of course, to his Provisional Successor 
cunder the Treaty, viz. our late Governor, Mr. Vaillant, wlio promised his 
immediate attention to it, but who has done nothing up to this day; and I 
‘cannot forbear saying, that if his Successor persists in the same negative 
‘conduct upon the subject of the Treaty, in the execution of which I have the 
‘honour to he employed, the increase of clandestine importations will, it is to 
be feared, be nearly, if not fully,commensurate with the restriction of the 
‘open tratlick. ‘The Slave Trade, it is obvious, is not a practice to be overcome 
‘by gentle admonitions, or merely negative prohibitions, or any thing short 
-of the encrgetick measures pursued by the British Government, conducted 
-as it is by misercants whose inhuman character no language can adequately- 
designate, and tle profits of which are nearly in proportion to the 
risk; but -so far from the Authoritics of this Colony having hitherto made 
any active use .of the means which are in their hands for the suppression 
of this murderous traffick, I am reluctantly compelled to acquaint your 
Lordship that the Comet, Dutch frigate, and Swallow, brig of war, both com- 
smissioned under the Treaty, and also a brig of war, called the Thetis, main- 
tained.at.the expencce of, and belonging to, the Colony, have been, one or other 
-of them, laying off the Town more than once when Slave-vessels have been 
hovering off the mouths of the rivers (and some of which, I have reason to 
fear, have effected a disembarkation of their cargo), without ever quitting 
their moorings, instead of cruizing occasionally up and down the coast to in— 
terrupt-er observe them. ee 

I am happy to say that we-continue without any open arrival of Slave- 
vessels since May last, and that, although an offer which I made of a 
reward for the conviction of Zxglish Slave-traders has been rejected, I am 
not without hope, from.the subsequent seizure of a vessel for Slave-smuggling, 
the Parties concerned in, and.circumstances of which, are now undergoing the 
proper inquiry, (the first that has been instituted here, to my knowledge, 
since I have resided:here), that it will -have the effect I desired, viz. that 
of provoking the Government of this Colony in future to a little more activity= 
your Lordship will net, I am persuaded, feel it the less necessary to make 
the Mixed Court efficient, by calling upon the Ministers of. His Netherlands 
Majesty, either to furnish it with a form of Process agreeable to.the Dutcls 
Laws, or to give directions to the Dutch Commissioners here to adapt that 
practised in the British Courts, agreeably to -your Lordship’s proposal made 
to them :through us. It :is only necessary for me farther to inform your 
‘Lordship, at present, that no Court or apartment has been appropriated to 
the Mixed-Commission since the building originally deeigned for that purpose 
‘was burnt down, in January 1821, and that no- Commissioner has yet beem 
appointed to take the place of Mr. Chagnion, who died so long ago as 
November 1820. 

I shall-of course communicate to the Fiscal here, from time to-time, al] the 
information I can obtain against illicit Slave-traders, but in a Slave countrys 
where the testimony of Slaves is not evidence, your Lordship will easily 
‘believe that it will .be, in nine cases eut of ten, impossible to procure 
dJegal precf. 

= ge ee (Signed) CHRIS. EDWop. LEFROY_ 
The Marquess of oe K. G. | . 

C. 
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No. 79. 
C E. Lefroy, Esq. te The Marquess of Londonderry.—( Received Suly 5.) 


(Extract.) | | Surinam, May 0, 1822. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that a vessel has been 
seized fot Slave-smuggling, the Parties and circumstances of which are under- 
going inquiry: I have since been so fortunate as to obtain from two of the 
crew the depositions of which the inclosed are copies. I also inclose copy of 
a letter which I thought it my duty to address to the Fiscal. 

The Governor has called on me to say, that he had ordered the accused, 
Charles Beverley, into custody to be examined, and, if the evidence was found 
adequate to support the charge, to be procecded against regularly in the 
Court of Criminal Justice here, called the Court of Policy, and I am happy to 
say that the man is now 2n the criminal gaol here awaiting the proceedings of 
the Court, which are at present, I believe, in the preliminary stage, corres- 

onding with the inquest of our Grand Juries: with the result of their proceed- 
angs, whether they zgzore the bill, or put the man upon his trial, I shall of 
course acquaint your Lordship as soon as I know it. 

Your Lordship will see that I have ventured to act in the present case 
a little beyond the letter of your directions, and you will of course 
correct me if I have done wrong; but I thought it of such great im- 
portance that an-example should be made of the present prisoner, and felt 
so confident that this would be the case if his trial took place in.a British 
Colony, (for the Slave Trade by a British subject 1s now become patricide as 
well as felony,and [ am sorry to say there are other Englishmen in this Colon 
more criminally and extensively engaged in it than the prisoner, ) that I thought 
myself called upon to make to the Governor the offer which I did, even without 
anv direct authority from your Lordship to that extent. | 

Begsing more precise instructions from your Lordship for my future 
guidance in such cases, I have the honour, &c. 


(Signed) | CHRIS, EDWD. LEFROY, 


The Marquess of Londonderry, K.G. 
_ Ke &§e. &e, 


(First Inclosure in No. 79.) 


Deposition of Johanes Pierre Clairac. 


Paramaribo, Surinum, South America, May 1, 1822, 


APPEARED personally betore me, (Christopher Edward Lefroy, Judge of the Mixed Court for 
‘the suppression of the Slave Trade; established at Surinam, South America, on the part of His 
Britannick Majesty,) Johanes Pierre Clairac, Freeman and Creole of this Colony, and late serving 
on board the ‘Thetis brig of war, belonging to this Colony, who being duly sworn, maketh oath, 
und saith, that, since the beginning of the present year, (but the day or month in which be cannat 
specify), he sailed from hence to Martinique in a sloop belonging to and commanded by Charles 
Beverley, an Englishman, now residing in the Colony of Surinam, where (that is to say at 
Martinique), this eponent maketh oath, and saith, that he, the said Charles Beverley, took into 
the said sloop a cargo. of twenty-two new Negroes, apparently recently imported into Martinique 
from Africa, all of whom he this deponent swears, to the best of his knowledge and befiet, had 
never been employed as Slaves on @ plantation till within a very short period of his, this deponert's, 
arrival at Martinique, where they were found by the said sloop on a small plantation to the lee- 
ward of the Island, and embarked on board the same by the suid Charles Beverley, in the middle 
of the night; and this deponent, on his oath, further saith, that he made sail on board the said 


sloop from Martinique, with the said Charles Beverley and the said Africans, direct to the Coast. 


of Nickerie, a district of this Colony of Surinam, where all the said Africans (except one, which 
he, this deponent, maketh oath that the suid Charles Beverley brought to his own house, near 
Lu 


130 _ SURINAM. 


Paramaribo’, were disembarked, and put on shore; and this deponent, on his oath, further saith, 
that he saw no more of any of the said Africans (except the one aforesaid), after their disem- 
barkation from the said sloop, on the Coast of Nickerie; and that he does not know to whom 

hey were consigned, to whom they belong, or in whose possession they, or any of them, now 
are, except the one so brought by the said Charles Beverley to his house, near Paramaribo, es 
aforesaid, which, as far as this deponent is informed and believes, still remains in his possession 5 
and this deponent further saith, that there was one white sailor, besides the said Charles Beverley, 
engaged and taken on board the said sloop to serve as a sailor therein, by the said Charles Beverley, 


at Martinique, whom he, this deponent, verily believes to be an Englishman, but who was only 
known to him, this deponent, by the name of Jim. 


(Signed) JOHANES PIERRE CLAIRAC. 


On the first day of May 1822, the said Johauves Pierre Clairac was duly sworn to the trut a 
of this affidavit, before me, 


(Signed) CHRIST. EDWp. LEFROY, 
7 Brit. Com. Judge. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 79.) 
Deposition of James Eley. 


Paramaribo, Surinam, South America, May.3, 1822. 


-, APPEARED personally before me (Christopher Edward Lefroy, Judge of the Mixed Court for 
the suppression of the Slave’ Trade, established, at Surinam, South America, on the part of His 
Britanvick Majesty,) James Eley, native of the Parish of Clerkenwell, in the County of Middle- 
sex, seaman, lately serving on board the American merchant brig, called the Liberty, who beings 
‘duly sworn, maketh oath, and saith, that on or about the 11th day of March, in this present year, 
he was engaged at St. Pierre, in the Island of Martinique, by Captain Charles Beverley, (to the 
best of this deponent’s knowledge and belief an Englishman, generally resident in the Golony of 
Surinam,) to serve’ on board a sloop, called the Heriot, (then commanded by, and as far ag this 
deponent is informed and believes, belonging to the said Charles Beverley,) at tie rate of fourteery 
‘dollars per month, but that neither the nature of the cargo which the said Charles Beverley was 
in quest of, nor the voyage projected by him, entered into the terms of the engagement betweema 
him, this deponent, and the said Charles Beverley, nor were known to bim, this deponent, at the 
time of his engagement, further than that the said Charles Beverley told him, this deponent, that 
he was going to Surinam, and this deponent farther saith, that in a day or two efter bis embarka- 
tion on board the said sloop, (that is to say) on or about the 13th March, he made sail with the 
said Charles Beverley, ii the said sloop from the harbour of St. Pierre, to a part of the coast of 
tlhe said Island, between the towns of St. Pierre and Port Royal, where they took into the saidk 
sloop a cargo of twenty-two new Negroes, apparently recently imported into Martinique, from 
Africa, all of whom. he, this deponent, swears, to the best of his knowledge and belief, had never 
been employed as Slaves on a plantation, till within a very short period of their embarkation oma 
board the said sloop at the Place aforesaid, in the Island of Martinique, where they were found by 
the said sloop and embarked on board the same, by the said Charles Beverley, about the hours o£ 
eleven and twelve o'clock at night, and this deponent farther saith, that he made sail on board he 
said sloop from Martinique, with the said Charles Beverley. and the said twenty-two new Negroes 5 
immediately after their embarkation, direct to the Coast of Nickerie, a district (as tar as this depo 
nent is informed and believes) of the Colony of Surinam, where all the said Negroes (except ob & 
which accompanied him, this deponent, on board the said sloop to Paramaribo,) were disembarked 
and put on shore; and this deponent on his oath farther saith, that he saw no more of any of the 
said twenty-two new Negroes, so embarked on board the said sloop at Martinique as aforesaid » 
(except the one aforesaid) after ibeir disembarkation from the said sloop on the Coast of Nickerie» 
and that he does not know to whom they belong, or in whose possession they or any of them now 
are Pt (Signed) JAMES ELEY- 
On the 3d day of May 1822, the said James Eley, was duly sworn to, the trath of this 
affidavit before me. . (Signed)  CHKIS. EDWD. LEFRO® - 
| Zs a Brit. Com, Judge... 


(Third Inclosure in No. 75.) 
The British Commissary Judge to the Fiscal. 


a 


Sir, Paramaribo, May 4, 1822. . 
UPON the evidence now before you, of Johanes Pierre Clzirac, and James Eley, you see, Sir, 

that my suspicions of Slave-smuggling into this Colony are not unfounded. I invoke upon Charles 

Beverley (whom I hope you have in close custody) the penalties of Article 1 of your law of No- 
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vember 1818, unless the Governor (to whom I shall immediately apply) will, in compliance with 
the wishes of my Government, deliver him over for trial, with the witnesses, to the Governor of 
Berbice, or some other British Colony. 1 am aware, Sir, that my Judicial duties only extend to 
cases of vessels brought before me by a Dutch or British cruizer ; but 1 should ill discharge my 
duty as an international officer, appointed to execute and sce executed a solemn Treaty, either 
to my Government or vour's (whose character for good faith and sincerity might otherwise be 
compromised,) if 1 had failed to complain of the utter inactivity upon this subject which prevaiied 
throughout the Government of M. Vaillant, especially during the early part of my residence here. 
i hope better things of his Successur ; but I need scarcely say to a man of your peofessional in- 


tellizence, that the Slave Trade is not a practice to be overcome by gentle admonitions, or merely 


négative prohibitions, or any thing short of the cnergetick measures pursucd by the British Go- 
vernment, conducted as it is by the must demoralized and inhuman desperadoes, aud the profits 
of which are nearly in proportion to the risk. At all events, 1 call on you ofiicially to detain the 
persons of the witnesses now in your custody, and to take immediate steps for securing that of 
‘the said Charles Beverley, till I have had time to communicate with the Governor upon the sud- 
ject; and I farther beseech you, Sir, that you would pursuc the investigation of the case with your 
characteristick energy, in order to discover the other Parties concerned, and if they are Englishmen, 
that you would furnish me with their names, and those of the witnesses against them, with copies 
of their depositions, in order that I may, in obedience to my directions, transmit them to my Go- 
vernment, or send them for trial, if I can prevail with His Excellency to take that step, to the nearest 
British Settlement. . 
I have the honour to be, &c. _ 
(Signed) C, E. LEFROY, 
His Honour The Fiscal. 


No. 80. 
C. E. Lefroy, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry. —( Received July 5.) 


My Lorp Surinam, May'16, 1822. 
_ L HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 13th instant, of 
Your Lordship’s: Despatch, dated January 15th, inclosing the copy ofa Note 
from the Ambassador of The King*of the Netherlands at the Court of London, 
addressed: to Your Lordship, announcing the appointment of the Netherlands 


corvette Aemphaan to the service of the suppression of the illicit Slave Trade. 
: I' have the honour to be, &c. a ar oe 
7 : _ __, (Signed) CHRIS. EDWD. LEFROY. 
The Marquess of ‘Londonderry, A. G. | 
&c. &e. &e. 


a 


No. 81. 
C. E. Lefroy, Esq.to Phe Marquess of Londonderry:—(Received’ 
August 11.) — 


My Lorp, | eo Surinam, June 4, 1822. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose your Lordship. the copy of a Letter ad- 
dressed to me by Major-General de Veer, the present Governor-Gencral o 
this Colony, announcing the appointment of Mr. A. F. Lammens, Member 
of the Court of Civil Justice, to the office of Judee of the Mixed Court, under 
the Treaty for the suppression ‘of illicit Slave-trading, ‘on the part of His 
Majesty The King of The Netherlands, in the rcom of Mr. P. J. Chacnion, 
- deceased, and to acquaint yon that Mr. Lammens has since duly taken the 
- oath prescribed by the ‘Treaty for such appointment. | 

| I have the honour to be, &c.., 


| (Signed) CHRIS. EDW. LEFROY. 
The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. , | 
Se. Sc. Se. 
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(Inclosure in No. 81.) 


Lhe Governor of Surinam to the British Commissary Judge. 


(Translation.) Paramaribo, May 17, 1822. 


I HAVE the honour of notifying to you, that His Majesty The King, by His Decree of the 8th 
of January 1822, (No. 27.) has been pleased to appoint Mr. A. F. Lammens, Member of the Court 
of Civil Justice iu this Setdement, to be Judge of the Mixed Conimission for the prevention of 
the Slave Trade. 

Accordingly, as this Gentlemen will have frequent intercourse with you, nothing will afford me 
greater satisfaction than to be informed that perfect harmony and similarity of sentiments ani- 
formly prevail between you, Sir, and the Judge in question ; tor it will tend to promote the accom = 
plishment of the objects which both Powers have in view. 


(Signed) A. DE VEER. 
C. E. Lefroy, Esq. 


No. 82. 


C. E. Lefroy, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry.—( Received 
September 4.) | 


My Lorp, . Surinam, July 2, 1822. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose you a copy of a Mode of Procedure for 
the Mixed Court established in this Colony, already arranged with me by. Mr. 
Lammens, since his appointment to the Othce of Judge ou the part of The 
King of the Netherlands, subject, however, to His Majesty’s approbation. 
This arrangement appears to me to embrace the directions of the Treaty, and 
all the esseutial points of the Regulations provided for the Courts in the 
English Colonies, from which we design to translate the forms of the plead. 
ings, for the use of our Proctors, almost literally; but it 1s necessary br mie 
to call Your Lordship’s attention particularly to the latter part of the sixteenth 
Article. By Your Lordship’s present directions, I am ordered to remit the 
full moicty of the produce of condemned ships, without any deductions for 
salary or contingent expences, to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
Treasury ; this is of no consequence; but as the costs of proceeding by a Proc- 
tor to obtain the condemnation of a vessel, may be very considerable, and must 
in the first instance be defrayed by the Naval Officer emploving him, to whom 
it may often be a serious inconvenience to advance such a sum of money till 
he can be reimbursed from home, it appears to me very desirable that the 
Court should be furnished with a discretionary Power of ordering the pay- 
ment of tlicse costs, out of the produce of the sale of the condemned vessel, 
where (as, in all probability, will most frequently be the case) the Master of 
the condemned vessel, or Claimants, have no other funds within reach of the 
jurisdiction of the Court. If Your Lordship thinks this suggestion reason— 
able, I will beg you to communicate to me your approbation of my exercising, 
in concurrence with my Colleague, suclia discretion, as I feel myself precluded 
by my present instructions from so doing. Mr. Lammens informs me that. 
he is already furnished, by the Ministers of His Majesty The King of the 
Netherlands, with sufficient authority for that purpose. With the spirit of in- 
tegrity, cordiality, and good faith in which this Gentleman has commenced his 
attcntion to the duties of his new appointment, I am happy to express ta 


—— mo 
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Your Lordship my entire satisfaction, although Your Lordship sees that the 
Mixed Court, as at present constituted, how anxious and zealous soever for 
the accomplishment of its great object, can only take cognizance officially of 
cases brought before them by a Dutch or British cruizer. 

: I have the honour to be, &c. 


| (Signed) CHRIS. EDW. LEFROY. 
‘The Marquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
Se. Se. &c. 


(Inclosure in No. 82.) 


“Moie of Process, or Form of Procedure for the Mixed Court at Surinam, 
for the Prevention of the Slave Trade. | 


Translation.) 


ARTICLE T. 


‘THE judgment of the Court is tobe given as summarily as possible, and without appeal, about, 

‘Ist. The validity of the attachment laid on vessels used in the Slave Trade, and their forfeiture. 

2dly. The invalidity of the detention of vessels, and the recovery of dumuages, claimed therefore. 
(Treaty, ‘May 4, 1818, Instruction for the Courts, Art. 3, 6, 7.) 


ARTICLE 11. 


The sentence (if possible), shall be pronounced within twenty days. (Treaty, May 4, 1818, 


‘idem Art. 1.) 
ARTICLE III. 


‘In order to fulfil that part of the Jaw, the commissioned Captain, or the person in charge of the 
captured vessel, sball make his declaration with regard to the arrested vessel or vessels, witbin thrice 
-four and twenty hours after the vessels are come into the river of Surinam; which declaration, 
‘written in the Dutch language, and under. his oath, be is to deliver into the hands of one of the 
- Judges or the Secretary of the Court, and in case of his not fulfilling this, then the Captain or 
Master of the arrested vessel shall deliver in his declaration, in the same manner, written in the 
‘Dutch language, within the following twice four and twenty hours; in-this last event, the com- 
‘missioned Captain, if even he has made his arrest properly, shall be condemned in the costs of 
the. Process. 


a 


ARTICLE IV. 


The Secretary shall, within twenty-four hours after the delivery of the aforesaid declaration, by. 
the doorkeeper, by way of affixing a citation to the door of the Court of Civil Justice, and by 
-persoual service of the same, (of which he shall make his report to the Court), summon both 
Pidic or their Attornies, to appear within three free days before the Court, (fixing, in the citation, 
‘day, hour, and place), to hear the claim and conclusion made by the Parties or claimant, in order 
ito answer thereupon, and to proceed with the Process from three to three days. 


ARTICLE V. 


The arrested person, plaintiff, or claimer, sball deliver in, the first day, all his Documents and 
“evidence, upon which the Secretary shall put his exhibitum, and give a receipt for the same, 

The person arrested, plaintiff or claimer, shall not or may avail bimself of any others, or more, 
‘without consent of his adversary. 


ARFICLE VI. 
All Documents in. use before the Mixed Court, are exempt from stamp duty. 


ARTICLE VII. 


All Documents may be inspected by the opposite Party, and extracts or copies taken thereof ; 


-which shall be delivered bythe Secretary at the expence of those that may require them. 
F t 


ARTICLE VIIT. 


At all the terms, the respective Parties shall proceed, hy way of memorial, to answer, reply, and 
‘Tejoin ; after which, the case shall be considered as determined, without pleading. 
| M mu 
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ARTICLE IX. 


The Court may, for thetr own particular information, requife saoh documents as they umay 


deem proper. 
ARTICLE X. 


In case the arrested or defendant, may want more than three days to produce justificatory 
evidence, then a delay of four weeks, at the utmost, may be allowed him, to deliver in his answer, 
in order that the definitive sentence may be pronounced within two months, (Treaty, 4th May 
1818. Instructions for the Courts of Justice, Article 1.) 


ARTICLE XI. 


Should the arrested or defendant apply for a longer delay, as necessary to bring forward evidence, 
in this case four months may be granted him, in addition to the before mentioned time of four 
weeks,—nevertheless under these conditions, that he shall give on his part, unlimited and suff- 
cient security, satisfactory to the Court, to make good all farther costs of process, demurrage, 
damages, &c. which may result therefrom, or occur within that period, or of such which may be 
purely accidental, and that may stand in no connexion with the Lawsuit. (Treaty, 4th y 
1818, idem.) 

ARTICLE XII. 


In case by the decision of the Court the arrest or detention be declared unlawful, then the 
Captain of the arrested or detained vessel shall deliver to the. Secretary his claim for recovery of 
damages, within four times twenty-four hours, and the proceedings continue as is expressed before, 
Article 4. and following. : 

ARTICLE XIII. 


As soon as sentence shall be pronotinced, notice thereof shall be given imntediately to His Bi- 
ecllency the Governor of this Colony, and (if need be), bis assistance be asked, to effect the 
execution of the same, (Ministerial Instruction, July 18, 1819.) 


ARTICLE XIV. 


Proctors and Attornies shall be admitted, before the Mixed Court, provided they have previously 
taken the oath prescribed before one of the Judges, and of which tbe Parties shall be informed at 
‘the delivery of their declaration of arrest or detention. (The King's Decrec, August 1, 1820.) 


ARTICLE XV. 


. To the Proctors or Attornies, it required, shall, at their expenice, be given : 
Ist. Authentick Copy of the Treaty, May 4, 1818. 
2Qdly. This mode of procedure, and such forms as are stipulated thereby. 


ARTICLE XVI. 


The Secretary is authorised to tax the costs of the Proctors, &c. and, in case of the opposite 
Party not being satisfied, he may bring the same before the Court for re-examination, and all 
éosts shall be paid by the Party against whom judgment may be given; or, in case the arrested 
‘vessel shall be condemned, the same may be paid out of the produce thereof, if the Court shoukch 
‘be authorised t(Kereto, atid should think it expedient so to order, 


ARTICLE XVII. 
A proper Registér ‘shall Be Kept By the Secretary, to take down every thing that is going om 
betore the Court. ; 
| _ ARTICLE XVIII. | : 
This mode of. procedure may be enlarged and altered as circumstances might require. ) 
ARTICLE XIX. | 
If the Judges cannot agree in regard to the construction of these Articles, or the jurisdictiom 
of the Court, it shall (pro re nata), be decided by one of the Arbitrators (to be chosen by lot) » 
upon reference to the ‘T'réaty and Ministerial Instructions. 
This form of process to be sent for approbation to His Majesty The King of the Netherlands» 
and, iu the mean time, provisionally adopted by the Mixed Court sitting at Surinam. 
(Signed) A. F, LAMMENS. . 
| = CHRIS, -EDWs. ibEFROY - 
Paramaribo, June 19, 1322. 
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| No. 83. 
C. dE. Lefroy, Esq. to I'he Marquessof Londonderry.—( Received Sep- 
, tember 13.) 
My Lorn, Surinam, July 23, 1822. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Des- 
atch, dated May 17, 1822,* communicating the copy of a letter from the 
Revcuey, to the Admiralty, to Joseph Planta, jun. Esq. intimating, that in 
future there would be only two signatures cf the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, to the Instructions issued in conformity to the Treatics for pre- 
venting the illegal Traffick in Slaves. ~~ 
a I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) CHRIS. EDW. LEFROY. 
The Adarquess of Londonderry, K. G. 
: &e. &e. &e. 


* See Sierra Leone.—(General.)—No. 2. 


No. 84. 


CE. Lefrey, £¢q.to The Marquess of Londonderriy.—( Received October 28.) 
_ (Extraet.) — Surznam, August 22, 1822. 


AS there is generally a long discontinuance of any direct intercourse with 
Europe after this month, and the opportunities of communication through 
our Colonies is quite accidental, I thus early renew my solicitation for the m- 
dulgence of a Furlough, to return to ar ese in the ensuing Spring. It ie, 
moreover, my Lord, of course desirable, if such indulgence can be extended 
to me, that I should have some little notice, and I shall not probably receive 
your Lordship’s reply to this application within stx months at least. | 
~ Ihave nothing of official importance to communicate to your Lordshi 


(Signed) | CHRIS. EDW. LEFROY. 
The Marquess af Londonderry, K. G. 
— &ee Gee &e. 


No. 85. 
C. E. Lefroy, Esq. to The Marquess of Londonderry.—( Received No- 


vember 20.) 


(Extract.) Surinam, September 20, 18232. 


FROM the Inclosures which I have now the honour to submit to you, (viz. 
copies of a Letter addressed by me to the present Governor-General of this 
Colony,—translation ef a Proclamation of His Excellency,—and, copy of 
a Letter I have thought it my duty to address to the Governors of the neigh 
bouring British Colonies,) your Lordship will learn that Charles Beverley, 
the British Slave-trader, already reported to your Lordship, has contrived, 
since the date of my last Despatch, to make his escape from the Criminal 
Gaol of this Colony, and that the Fiscal has restored the Negroes brought in 
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here by Beverley, to Monsieur le Martineau (the ti ee upon his giving 
security (as I am informed,) that he would prove the lawfulness of their im— 
portation; I am sorry also to say, that the Governor has declined my offer of 
a reward for the re-capture of Beverley, and I cannot but regret, that 
no reference to thie offence for which he ‘was imprisoned is made in the 
accompanying Proclamation. I am not aware that it is open to me to take 
any further step in this business than I have done. | 

Your Lordship has well observed, ina letter to The Earl of Clancarty, dated 
the 21st of March 1821, and printed in the Parliamentary Papers, “ that the 
“ continuance of this horrible Trade, or its abolition within the dominions of 
‘the Netherlands Government, to which His Netherlands Majesty is so— 

lemnly pledged by Treaty, depends entirely upon the tenour of the orders 
‘‘ which they may send out to their Colonial Possessions.” But the Treaty 
has now been concluded nearly five years, and (excepting in my present Col- 
league, M. Lammens, who is but just appointed, and is scrupulous of inter— 
fering with the duties of the Executive Government here,) I cannot perceive 
in any other of the Surinam Officers of His Netherlands Majesty, either civil 
or military, the slightest appearance of any peremptory orders, in the bon 
fide spirit of the Treaty, having been received by them, towards accomplishing 
the object of the Treaty. So far from cordially co-operating with me, if any 
good has been effected since I have been here, it has been effected only by the 
most irksome and continuous extra-judicial importunity on my part, which 
ought not to have been necessary, and at the utmost expense possible of 
trouble and expostulation to your Lordship, and His Majcsty’s Ambassador 
in Holland. Will your Lordship think me too presumptuous, if I suggest 
that there is still one step by which the Government of His Netherlands 
Majesty may satisfactorily evince their earnestness and good faith in this 
important cause, (viz.) the introduction into this Colony of a Registry Act, 
similar to that enforced in the British Colonies?) This Act, your Lordship 
sees, although it might in some degree be crippled, could not be entirely do— 
feated; because, by making the registration of Slaves indispensable to 
the Owner’s title, the neglect of complying with its provisions would put 
people in the power of each other. = 

I beg to take this opportunity of acquainting your Lordship, that on the 
29th ultimate, Captain Herbert, of the English corvette Icarus, and Captain 
Crole, of the Surinam brig of war, did me the honour to call on me, and that 
I pointed out to them those parts of the Coast where I had reason to think 
illicit debarkations of Slaves had been effected, and expressed my opinion at 
the importance of their occasionally shewing their colours here. . 


(Signed) CHRIS. EDW. LEFROY. 


The Marquess of Londonderry, K.-G. 
oe &§e. Ge 


as 4 


SugmaMm. 187 


‘(First Inclosure in No. 85.) 
The British Commissary Judge to the Governor of Surinam. 


May rv prease Your Excecrency, | Paramaribo, September 16, 1822. 


‘ON. my return home this evening, I was informed that Beverley, the English felon, had escaped 
‘from the Fort. Your Excellency will, F think, agree with me, that this could scarcely have hap- 
pened witbout collusion or gross negligence somewhere, which (uo doubt) Your Excellency will 
enqtire into and panish. The object of this note is merely to ask whether there is any way (such 
as joining Your Excellency ia offering a reward or otherwise) in which 3 can assist Your Excel. 
tency ia his ro-apprehension, 

With dae consideration, &c. 
(Signed) CHRIS. EDWo, LEFROY. 


diis Excellency Major-General de Veer. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 85.) 


Proclamation of the Governor of Surtram. 
(Translation:) - 


CAUTION. 2 


WHEREAS, the Person of Charles Beverley being confined in the Fortress uf Zelandia, he 
‘contrived yesterday evening to escape out of Prison, and it being of the highest importance that 
this Person should again be taken into custody, all and every one are hereby duly warned not to 
lodge or harbour the said Charles Beverley, much less to help him in his further escape, but on 
the contrary, exch: and every. one possessing any knowledge where ‘the said Charles Beverley matne 


tains himselt, is invited immediately to communicate the same to the Mugistracy here, and in case: 


the above-mentioned eecapec Prisoner should be discovered upon a plantation, thereof immediately 
to give-notice tothe Commanding Officer of the nearest established Post. All Officers, and other 
military men, upou the outposts, moreover being charged to look well to it, that tlie said Charles 
Beverley does: not pass their Post, but, attempting-the same, that he is there detained, such Officers 
‘aad military men being furthet cliatged to make the necessary researches ‘after the sanie, artd #pon 
‘diveorering' hiny, immediately :to-arrest him and send him in safe’ custody to‘ Paramaribe, | 


At ‘the time of his escape,;. the-said Charles Beverley. was clothed with’ long white tsoweérs, 


ehite shirt, aud black waistcoat. oe a 
Description of ‘his Person. 


Height’ - - - = guessed-about five feet. seven or eight inches, 

Figure. - - - + rather stout-and‘well made. 

Age - - - - - about thirty-one, 

Forehead - - -. round: 

Eyes - - © ~- = black, 

Eyebrows - - - black and large: 2S 
Nose = - - = aquiline and thickish. 

Mouth - - -. - _ broad and shewing the teeth when speaking. 

Countenance - - oval. 


Colour’ - - - red brown. a of | : 
And im order that every one may have due nofice hereof; We charge antl’command that these 
presents shall be published and affixed every where, where it is customaty to publish and affix such 
Notifications, and further, that it be sent round from plantation to plantation along the rivers. 


(Signed) A. DE VEER, 
Given.at Paramaribo, tbis 17th day of and, by order of His Excellency. 
September 1822. J. C, GUICHERIT, 


Government Secretary. 


. {Third Inclosure in No. 85.) 
C. E. Lefroy, Esq. to the Governor of Barbadoes, Demerara, and Berbice. 


Sra, Paramaribo, September } 9, 1822. 


. YOUR Pxcetleacy will see; by the-three enclosures which I have the honour td transmit to 
you (of which two are copies of depositions taken by me, and the third the copy of a Proclama- 
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tion issued by the Governor of this Colony, that Charles Beverley, who stands charged in those 
depositions with the illicit introduction into this Colony of Atrican Negroes, and is become 
thereby subject to the penalties of the 46th Geo. III. ch. 52; 47th Geo. III. ch. 36; and 53st 
Geo. II. ch. 23,) made his escape from the criminal gaol of this Colony on the evening of Monday 
the 16th instant. Should he presume to take shelter within Your Excellency’s Government, it 
would be, I am sure, quite superfluous in me to add any thing to the accompanying pa- 
pers to induce Your Excellency to take every proper measure for his re-ception, and should 
that be effected, either to deliver him back to the Authorities of this Colony, or to lodge 
him in sate custody, to be dealt with according to the English Abolition Laws, and to have the 
goodness to acquaint me with his arrest by the earliest opportunity, in order to my communicatin ¢ 
further with Your Excellency upon the subject. In the mean time, I will beg a line from Your 
Excellency in acknowledgment of these present advices. 

As Beverley is the first English illicit Slave-trader in this Colony against whom I have been 
able to obtain any decisive evidence, I am the more anxious that an example should be made of 
him. | 

I have the honour to be, &c.. 


(Signed) CHRIS. EDW. LEFROY. 


P.S. Your Excellency will, I trust, think it right to cause a copy of this Letter and its 
Inclosures to be forwarded to the Magistracy of the Islands, in subordinate connection with your 
Government, as I bave no other means of communication with them than through Your Ex- 
cellency. 

His Excellency Major-General Sir Henry Ward, K.C. B. 
&c. &e. &e. 


N. B. A similar Letter was sent to the Governors of Demerara ard Berbice. 


No. 86. - a 
C. E. Lefroy, Esq.to The Marquess of Londonderry.—( Received Nov. 20.) 


My Lorp, Surinam, September 23, 1822. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Ictter, 
of the 11th of June 1822,* acquainting me that instructions under the Treaty 
with the Netherlands for the prevention of the Slave Trade, had been issued 
to the following of His Majesty’s ships, viz. ‘ 


The Bann, .. twenty guns, C. Phillips,........ Commander. 
.. Cyrene,. twenty guns, Percy Grace,....... Commander. 
.. Driver,. eighteen guns, Thomas Woolridge, Commander. ; 


And that those issued to the Pheasant, Afyrmidon, and Morgiana, would be 
recalled. | 7 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


The Marquess of Londonderry, K.G. CHRIS. EDWD. LEFROY - 
Se. Sc. &c. : 


* See Sierra Leone.—(Netherlands.) No. 37. 


No. 87. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to CE. Lefroy, Esq. 


SIEg, | | Foreign Office, September 25, 1822. 


1 HAVE received your Despatches of the Ist and of the 10th of May 1822, | 
which complain of the supine conduct of the Colonial Authorities at Surinam, 
in regard to the suppression of the Traffick in Slaves, and which. notice a late 
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occurrence there, in the seizure of a vessel, on suspicion of being engaged in 
smuggling into that Colony, Slaves recently imported from Africa. 

This occurrence, it appears, had brought to light charges of a very heinous 
nature against Charles Beverley, a British subject, for being principally con- 
cerned in one, if not more, of these transactions. 

In the state in which this affair was left when last you wrote, it must natu- 
rally have been terminated, before you could receive an answer from hence: — 
But the question which it involves is now under consideration, and I shall 
not fail to furnish you with such instructions thereon, as the case may warrant. 

I have not delayed to forward copies of your Despatches to His Majesty’s 
Ambassador in the Netherlands, with directions to make the strongest repre- 
sentations to the Netherlands Government, with a view to the issue of more 
decisive instructions from that Government to their Colonial Authorities, and 
to their cruizers, to prevent the infraction or the evasion of the solemn 
compacts subsisting upon this subject en a two Countries. 

, am, &c. 


C.E. Lefroy, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. | 


No. 88. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to J. H. Lance, Esq. 


Sir, foreign Office, September 25, 1822. 


HIS Majesty’s Government having permitted you to delay repairing to 
your Post unto that period of the ycar, when an European may, without 
imminent danger to his health, establish himse]f in the climate of Surinam, I 
have, (that period being now arrived,) to convey to you The King’s commands, 
that you proceed without further delay, to execute the duties of His Majesty’s 
Commissioner of Arbitration to the Mixed British and Netherlands Commis- 
sion, established at Surinam, under the Treaty between His Majesty and The 
King of the Netherlands, concluded at the Hague, on the 4th day of May 1818, 
for the prevention of the Tratfick in Slaves. 

I have the honour to send to you herewith the Commission, bearing date 
the 27th day of April 1822, by which The King was pleased to appoint you 
to the above-mentioned Situation. 

You will show your Commission to Mr. Lefroy, and after conferring with 
that Gentleman, who will introduce you to the Netherlands Commissioners, 
and to the local Authorities, you will proceed to take the requisite oaths, in 
the form prescribed, and will enter upon the duties entrusted to your charge. 

You will consider the instructions sent out from this Office for the guidance 
of your Predecessor, and Mr. Lefroy, as equally addressed to yourself :—and 
will make those instructions, together with the Treaty above-mentioned, and 
the Act of Parliament consequent upon it, the rule of your conduct, 

Further instructions and directions will be forwarded to you from time to 
time, as circumstances may require. 

; I am, &c. 


(Signed) | GEORGE CANNING. 


His Majesty's Commissioner of Arbitration, 
Surinam. 


No. &0. 
C.E. Lefroy, Esq. ta Joseph Planta, jun. £29. (Received Feb. 7, 1823.) 
(Extract.) Surinam, October 24, 1822 — 


FROM the very melancholy intelligence which has reached this Colony o£ 
the death of the late Marquess of Londonderry, I have to request youn 
will lay the inclosed papers before his Successor. The information they 
cgntain, places beyond all doubt the fact of contraband importations of. 
Africans to an indefinite extent, taking place in this Colony, up to this 
day, which all my importunities have failed hitherto to obtain trom the 
local Authorities here any adequate exertion to suppress; a fact, of whicke 
k conceive a clear proof to be of some importance, because, fram the 
Papers lately laid before Parhament, which I have had the honour to receives. 
from you for my information and guidance, the Ministers of His Nether— 
lands Majesty, seem to me to be much disposed to maintain strenuously a very 
a scepticism on, that point. _ 

‘Inclosed is the copy of a Deposition of Cornelius O'Sullivan, lately 
employed by one of the most desperate Slave Traders in this Colony: 
whose motive for making the disclosure he did to me, was a quarrel 
with his Owner, which I mention, because His Excellency the Governor— 
General (contrary to all English Legal and Police experience) was disposccl 
to consider it as quite destructive of his credit, till his relation was happily 
confirmed by the very opportune arrival: of Letters (of which the inclosedh 
are copies) from Captain Edwins Rich, of His Majesty's sloop Bustard. 

The, information which I thus regeived I immediately communigated to 
the Governor, and subsequently waited upon him, witb, Captain, Rich .ir= 
person, to offer him any further information, aud also any assistance whicka_ 
Captain Rich could give him. (either, by taking down to the place where hes 
left the Slave-vessel, a party of soldiers, or otherwise) consistently with the— 
limits of his discretion m,this service. His Excellency, declined any assist—_ 
ance from Captain, Rich, but immediately sent down a party of soldiers ta, 
the spot, and has since reported to me the result of their inquiries, which iss _ 
that the vessels, described by Captain Rich had disappeared before theia-- 
arrival, but that, from the appearance of a Negro encampment upon the. 
shore, there was certainly, reason to fear that the Slave vesscl had succeeded.ire 
disembarking her cargo, which the soldicrs traced.into the neighbouring bush 5 . 
but that all their zeal and diligence, as also that of the chief Police Ma— 
gistrate of the district, called ‘¢ the. Heimraad” (wham the Governor also 
urdered to inquire), had been unable to obtain any further information.as to . 
the Parties concerned in thjs transaction, or those in whose possession, cus— 
tody, or power, the Negroes then were. I think it right to add, that. we _ 
have had no Dutch.man of war here since the beginning of last May, ancl 
that General De Veer declares his utter inability to prevent the continuance= 
ofa clandestine Skave Trade without one ; and trom the ereat length of coas © 
which this Colony comprises, with the number of creeks distant from.ob— 
servation, I do not ae without active naval assistance, or the introductiocm 
of a Registry Act, similar to that in force in. the British Colonies, that he 
could. It is true, indeed, that the Dutch men-of war, stationed here during= 
the Government of M. Vaillant, might (as far as the suppression of the Slave= 
Trade was concerned) just as well have been away, because he never employecd 
them in that service; but as the efficiency of such assistance depends entirely— 
upon the Governor, by the constitution of the Dutch Colonial Governments» 
1 am willing to hope that His present Excellency would ‘make a better use= 
of it. | 

I beg to take this opportunity of informing you, that Charles Beverley, tha= 
Slave-trader, who has been the principal subject of my late Despatches, an 


SURINAM. 141 7” 


‘who lately made his escape from confinement, has again been taken and re- 
‘committed to the criminal gaol, but, from what I can learn, it appears that 
all idea of proceeding against him under the Dutch Abolition Laws, is now 
.given up. I have only further to add, that I have again since his recaption, 
renewed my proposal to the Governor of sending him with the witnesses for 
trial toan English Colony, asa subject of His Britannick Majesty, for a breach 
-of the English Abolition Laws, which His Excellency continues to decline. | 


(Signed) CHRIS. EDW. LEFROY. 


- Joseph Planta, jun. Esq. 
&ec. Se. S&e. 


(First Inclosure in No. 89.) 


Deposition of Cornelius O'Sullivan. 


‘APPEARED personally before me, (Christopher Edward Lefroy, Judge of the Mixed Court for 
the suppression of the Slave Trade, established at Surinam, South America, on the part of His 
‘Britannick Majesty,) Cornelius O‘Sullivan (sometimes called Charles Sullivan), lately serving as 

a Warrant Officer in His Britannick Majesty's Navy, who, being duly sworn, maketh oath and 
‘saith, that on or about the 6th dav of September last he received from Richard O' Ferrall, junior, 
an inhabitant of this Colony, directions to take charge of a schooner belonging to the said Richard 
‘O'Ferrall, and proceed with ber inthe first place to Nickerie, and from thence to return back 
and beat up to windward as far as Devil's Island, in the neighbourhood of which he, this depo- 
nent, was to remain for some time, and be there governed by the directions which he would re- 
‘ceive from a friend of the said Richard O’Ferrall, who would accompany him, this deponent, on 
‘board for the benefit of his health. And this deponent further saith, that he subsequently found 
the person so accompanying him or board the said schooner to be Edward O'Ferrall (the brother 
of the said Richard O'Ferrall, junior), who told him that he expected to meet somewhere in 
their course, with a brig and sloop, which would answer to this deponent’s private signal of a 
white flay over a blue flag at the mizen, and that he, this deponent, must keep a good look out 
for them. And he, this deponent, upon his oath further saith, that he understood that he was to 
afford every assistance in his power to the said brig and sloop in the debarkation of their cargoes, 
or otherwise, as they might require, and carefully to avoid all other vessels. That he, this depo- 
nent did not fall in with the-said brig and sloop, or either of them, as he was led to expect, but 
that he understood, and verily believes, the expected cargoes of the suid brig and sloop, tur which 


he was sent to look out and aid the debarkation of, were cargoes of contrahand Negroes, and this 


‘deponent, on his oath, further saith, that he has reason to believe a brig belonging to Martinique, 
called The Hermuphrodite, has been for some days past, and is at present, laying off the mouth, or 
in the neighbourhood of the Wanny-lowanna creek in this Colony, with a cargo of two 
‘bundred and fifty, or three handred and fifty, contraband Negroes, and also that a schooner left the 
‘Town of Paramaribo on the evening of Friday last, the fifth instant, with provision for the said 
ibrig, and to assist (as far as this deponent is informed and believes) in effecting a debarkation 


‘from the said brig of the said contraband Negroes. 
(Signed) ‘CORs..0'SULLIVAN , 


“On the 8th ‘day of October 1822, 
ithe said Cornelius O'Sullivan was 
-duly sworn to the truth of this 
.Affidavit— Before me 
(Signed) CHRIS. EDWo. LEFROY, 
-British Commissary Judge. 


‘(Second Inclosure in No. 89.) 
‘Captain Rich to C. £. Lefroy, Esq. 


‘His Britannick Majesty's Sloop Bustard, at Sea, October 6, 1822, 
‘Sr, in Lat. 6.6. N. Long. 54. 52. W. 


‘I HAVE to request vou will tay the inclosed before His Excellency the Governor of Surinam, 
‘in order that be may take such measures as he may deem expedient for the discovery of the same. 
I remain, Sir, &c. 
(Signed) EDWINS RICH, Commander. 


‘Christopher E, Lefroy, Esq. 0 
V7 O 
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(Third Lnclasure. in: Na. 89.) 
| | Captain Rich ta C. EE. Lefroy, Esq, | 


- His Biaanik Majesty’ s Sloop Bustard, at Sea, October 6, 1822 


in Lat 6. 6. N. Long. 54, 52. Ww: 


LT BEG ice to inform you that, on ite 6th natant, at 4 pul spoke a brigantine, under Frencia: 
colours, laying at ‘an anchor, Warrappa Creek, bearing'S, by W. four o1 five miles, said to be frog 
Martivique, bound to Cayenne, which, from her appearance and a schooner hovering ucar her, [ 
have every reason to suppose was engay red in the illegal Traffick in Slaves, as trout the state of the 
weather nothing could have prevented her from proceeding to her said destination, - 

The said easel is long and low, with @ vasrow whie ribbon, rigged as a brig forward, with a 
schooner mainmast, with a small main-topsail and top-gallant-sail, with two guns mounted ; and 
only six or seven men appeared ow dech when I passed: her. 


_ IT remain, Sir, &c. 
“(Signed © © -EDWINS RICH, Commander. 


; 
Siz, 1 
' | 


Christopher E. Lefroy, Esq. 
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Gentine, 7 . ee Foreign Office, Oxtober 25, 1833 


a “THE Despatch of Mr. Lefroy of the 2d of July 1822, addressed to the late 
Marquess of bonis and inclosing a copy of a Made of Procedure fot 
the Mixed: Court at Surinam, has been: duly: received. 

' E feel a difficulty in making observations upon this declaratory. instrument; 
under the disadvantage of not being acquainted’ with the forms of process if 
tlc ordinary Courts of the Scttlement, which may have influenced the judg- 
ment of the Commissioners in forming these Rules. 

* ‘Under.these difficulties F think: it, however, right to remind * you ‘that, by 
the Regulations annexed to the Treaty, the proceedings are intended to be ai 
summary: as possible, and should therefore be continued de die in diem, under 
‘the’ sanction’of the Judges, by minutes: of the Count, recording the bringing 
in, of instruments and: proofs, and the prayers of the Purties in the simplest 
form: and I should hesitate to say, that the directions, as to memorials or 
repties, (Art. 8.)—as to the condenmation in costs, (Art. 3. }—as to the adjourn- 

ments from three days to three days, (Art. 4. )—are ules which. appear the 
best adapted to the provisions of the Treaty. = 

A suggestion, similar to that in the sixteenth’ Article, had been already sub- 
mitted tor consideration by the Court at Sierra Leone; but it was deemed, on 
the whole, more expedient not to authorise a deduction trom the proceeds of 
prizes, for the purposes of defraying the expences of the suit. The same 
principle will serve for a guide to you upon the point in question, Upon 
the remaining points, I have only at present to recominend to you that the 
spirit of these Rules should be adopted, in the way best calculated to prevent 
prolixity in the proceedings, or delay and expence to the Parties. 


I am, &c. 


et ee he oS a | (Signed): - ‘ GEORGE CANNING. 
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T he British Coinmissioners at Surinam. 
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February 7, 1823.) , 


sae tose Oy es , a } o tly. 

C. E. Lefray, Esq. to Earl. Bathurst.-~-(Receiued: 
: : ; : ' ce Ys rojo oe a ee PSE SP rae 2 AS 

‘' My Lorp, | / 7  ' Surtnam, October 28, 1822. 
t HAVE had the honour to receive Your ‘Lordship’s Circular, ‘dated 


August 14, 1822, signifying to the His ae commands that until He 
should be pleased to appoint a Successor to the late Marquess of Londonderry, 
I should address my Despatches to Your Lordship... 2 sw st 
Just before the receipt of Your Lordship’s Letter (having previously heard- 
of, the very lamentable occurrence of the death of the noble Marquess), I had. 
closed a Despatch to Mr. Planta, of some importance, to, the servicc.in, which, 
I am engdged, eontaining copies of communications to. me from a man of. the 
name of O Sullivan, and‘ Captain Kdwins Rich,’ of ‘His Majesty’s sloop’ 
Bustard,. regarding an illicit debarkatiqn of Slaves, and reporting, from con~’ 
versation with the Governor, the result,of an inquiry, institated by him, at 
my request, into the transaction, - eo oe oe ae eh 
I have now the honour to inclose to’ Your Lordship the’ copy of a Letter 
from, His Excellency, received tog late. for my Despatch to Mr. Planta, which, 
is. merely a move formal communication of the result, of the, above. inquiry, 
than that which Hie Excellency had before verbally made to:me, but whieh, 
from its not being open'to dny’ doubts of mistake or mauthenticity as to’ 
information derived by me from conversation, I think it proper to put your 
Lordship in possession of. | 
Lwill only add that, so far from my agreeing with His Excellency in the 
concluding paragraph, my suspicions are entirely conirmed; and, from the 
circumstance of the Negro Camp, reported py his own Officer, I am convinced 
that a debarkation of contraband Negroes-has been effected. Whether the in- 
terruption of his purposes by Captain Rich, and the apprehension of a seizure 
of the Negroes im consequence, by the-Anthonties:here,.:indaced- the Master 
of the Slave-vessel to re-embark them, does not in the least alter the fact of 
which I have now: put Four Lordship in possession of incontestable -proof, 
viz. that conteahand: importations of _ Africans into. this. Colony, te an indc- 
finite, extent, nee 5 = = up. ea hts oo ee ee ae 
Tie ae or L. Mave 10onour fp Re, XC, ite sac, i‘. 
Wo (Signed) CHRIS. EDWp, LEFROY. 
Fhe Right Han. Karl Bathurst, K..G. ot { ik i ~ sf fo : j Myo 
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The Governor of Surina:n to the British Camnnissary. Judge. 4 


_. ..(Translation,) 


" A tt oe Cd 


Sia, 


Paramaribo, Octoher 26, 1822. 


IMMEDIATELY after receiving the information which you communicated to me of a vessel 
wader French colours, lying at anchor off Warappa Creck, which you had well-founded suspicions 
was endeavouring clandestinely to land Slaves; I despatched. ta the above Creck an Officer 
attached to the company of Colonial guides, with a party of troops, directing him to set on toot 
there the needful inquiry. 

Aceordinyly, in consequence of the arrangement I had previously concerted with you, F now 
have the honour of acquainting you that I have received from the Officer charged with, the Mic- 
"10 “a report stating, “that on his arrivakat Warwpa Creek he took every moans to-prooure 

‘the necessary. information, though; without sugcess, as he could unt discover anv. particnkurs bear- 


“" dR on. the, subject, or trage any. vessel whatsogver, hut that, ob praceeding with bis party glung 
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‘© the beach, he came to 4 spot where some wood was still left burning, and several fragments of sem 
“* biscuits scattered on the ground, while he was able to distinguish the footsteps of a number of per— 
“¢ sons walking baretoot, which marks having followed to some distance he ut length lost, owing ta 
‘* the hardness of the yround, witbout being able to trace them Jurther on; whereupon the Officer 
‘* tried to procure intelligence from the Overseers of several Plantations; being again disap— 
“* pointed, it struck him that Negroes would be the most likely persons to bear of any fresh im— 
‘*.portation of their countrymen, and, acting on that presumption, he desired his men to seekx 
‘¢ privately to converse on the subject with the blacks employed in the Plantations. By these 
“© means he learned that a schooner which had been at anchor off the coast, had taken on boare 
«* Negroes frum a brig, had set them on shore in the vicinity of the very spot noticed by the 
«¢ Lieutenant, and had. sent some of them to the Plantations of Goosen, and others to that of 
*¢ Ksterslust."’ 

This report I lost no time in transmitting to the Councillor, Commissioner of the Court off 
Police, and Colonial Justice, who is also invested with the Office of Inspector of the Dykes for the 
division of Matappica, requesting that he would order the Captain of that division to institute the 


strictest investigation into the matter, and also to cause the Negroes suspected to have beern 


landed there to be apprehended and conveyed hither. The Captain in questiun sent two of his 
Lieutenants with their non-commissioned Officers to the Plantations of Goosen and Esterslust, 
enjoining them to, satisfy themselves on the spot, whether, during the months of September andi 
October, any fresh Negroes had been brought thither, and, if so, to seize them forthwith. 

The result of the investigation was forwarded by the Captain of the division to the: Inspectos- 
of the Dykes, and by him to me. It is to this effect, that in the plantations referred to, not only’ 
no trace of any new comers could be found, but that the Overseers declared that so far from re— 
ceiving any fresh Negroes, suid to have lately arrived, they bad not so much as seen any. 

It affords me pleasure, Sir, that the suspicion which you entertained has not been verified by 
the fact, as] now am also justified in withholding my belief from that portion of the Report trans— 
mitted by the Lieutenant, which relates tothe information given bythe Negroes of the Plantations. - 
Indeed, Sir, you yourself cannot but have bad frequent occasion to observe that the intelligence 
obtained from persons ot that description carries very little weight with it. 

I have the honour, &c. 


.C..E. Lefroy, Esq. : (Signed) A. DE VEER - 


“= 


No. 92. | a 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Messrs. Lefroy and Lance. 


‘GENTLEMEN, | Foreign Office, November }, 1822- 
‘I LEARN by a communication from the Ambassador of The King. of 


the Netherlands at this Court, that the Netherlands corvette de Kendragf ~ 


(the Concord) of one hundred and fifty men and eighteen guns, Captain— 
Lieutenant Schréder, about to sail for the West Inilies, will be furnishedt 
with a.copy of the Treaty of the 4th May 1818, for epicsme the Trade im 
Slaves, and of the several Documents thereunto annexed. : : 
You will be so good as to communicate this information to the Board, 
-of which you are Members. a 


Iam, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING- 
‘The British Commissioners, Surinam. 


No. 93. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to C. E. Lefroy, Esq. 


‘Sir, | Foreign Office, November 6, 1822. 


I HAVE teceived your Letter of the 22d of August 1822, addressed to the 
late Marquess of Londonderry, and I have laid the same before ‘Tle King. — 
I am to convey to you His Majesty’s gracious permission for you to. come 
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to England, on the ground of ill-health, for the space of six months; the 
period of your voyage to and from Surinam not being included in that time. 

You will not fail to make due and sufficient notification of your intended 
‘absence, both to the Board of which you are a Member, and also to the 
docal Authorities of Surinam. 


Iam, &c. 


| (Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 
C. £. Lefroy, Esq. 


No. 94. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Messrs. Lefroy and Lance. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, November 12; 1822. 


__IN reference to that part of the Despatch of Mr. Lefroy, dated the 10th of 
May, 1822, in which Mr. Lefroy requests instructions for his further guid- 
ance, in cases similar to that of Charles Beverley, who was accused of sinug- 
gling Slaves into the Colony of Surinam; I have to make to you the follow- 
a ae for the direction of your conduct. 

| ‘The demand conveyed in Mr. Lefroy’s Letter of the 4th of May, 1822, 
addressed to the Fiscal at Paramaribo, extended far beyond the purport of the 
Note of Lord Clancarty of the 26th of February, 1821. 

The Note of Lord Clancarty related only to cases established in proof on 
the authorized proceedings ofthe Commission. The case in question was of a 
nature to which the judicial duties of Mr. Lefroy did not extend; and the 
demand made could not be supported, as to an offence committed againt the 
Laws of the Colony. 

In cases similar to that in question, you will be careful to limit your inter- 
ference to the communicating information to the local Authorities, with a re- 
quest, made, as it were, extra-officially, that the Laws of the Colony may be 
enforced against the Offenders. You will bear in mind that your functions as 
Judges and Arbitrators are limited to the jurisdiction specially established by 
Treaty, and that while you are properly and jealously alive to any infractions 
of the Treaty, there will be danger of publick inconvenience, if you should 
make your functions obnoxious to the local Authorities by allowing your 
attention to be diverted to objects that do not properly belong to you. 

I am, &c. : 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING, 


The British Commissioners, Surinam. 


No. 95. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Messrs. Lefroy and Lance. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, November 26, 1822. 


‘I HAVE received Mr. Lefroy’s Despatch of the 20th of September 1822, 
addressed to the late Marquess of Londonderry. 

With respect to that portion of it, which relates to Charles Beverley, 
accused of being concerned in illicit Slave-dealing ; I have at present only to 
refer you to my Despatches of the 25th of Scptember last, and of the 12th 
instant, upon this subject. 
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In reference to the subject of the latter part of Mr. Lefray’s Despatch, 
I have to recommend you upon all occasions to keep strictly within thre 
bounds of the Treaty, and of the Act of Parliament, which you are caHleci 
upon to execute, lest the weight of your opinion, officially expressed, shout cA 
lead to acts which His Majesty’s Government might feel themselves calleal 
upon to disavow. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) GEQRGE CANNING. 


The British Commissioners, Surinam. 


No, 90. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Messrs. Lefroy and Lance. 


GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, November 26, 1822 - 


ISEND to you, for your information and guidance, the copy of a Despatch. 
addressed on the 22d of February 1822, by The King’s command, to His Ma— 
jesty’s Ambassador at the [Tague, proposing, that the provisions of the Treaty 
of the 4th of May 1818, for the case of the death of ane or more of the Com— 
missioners, shall extend to the case of vacancies occurring in the Commis— 
sion from illness, or Icave of absence. 2dly, the copy ef a Despatch, dated 
the Joth of May 1822, froin Elis Majesty’s Minister at the Hague, and of its 
Tuclosure, stating the acquiescence of The King of the Netherlands in this - 
proposition. And 3dly, the copy of an Instruction, which I addressed on the - 
30th of September 1822, by The King’s command, to His Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador at Brussels, inclosing the Proset of an additional Article for sanctiouuy 
ina more formal manner, the details of the arrangement 1 question. 

So soon as any more specifick arrangement is agreed upon between the 
Parties, I shall lose no time in forwarding the same to you. In the mean- 
time you will endeavour to come ta an agreement with your fellow Commis- 
sion¢rs to act in the spirit of the intended arrangement. 

ITam,&c. 
(Singed) GEORGE CANNING. 


The British Commissioners, Surinem. 


No. 97. 
C. &. Lefroy, ksq. to Mir. Secretary Cunning — (Received April 2%, 1823.) 


SIR, | Surinam, December 4, 1§22. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 
16th of September 1822, accompanied by one of the same date from The 
Right Honourable Earl Bathurst, acquainting me that His Majesty had been 
graciously pleased to appoint’ you to be lis Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, and instructing me In future to address to you my Despatches 
and Letters on publick business. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
| (Signed) = CHRIS. EDWo. LEFROY. 
The Right Hon, George Canning, , 
&c. Se. Sse. 
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No. 98. 
C. E. Lefroy, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Recewed March 6, 1823.) 


Sir, | Surinam, December 23, 1822. 


I HAVE the honour to’ submit to you, inclosed, copy of a Letter just 
received from the Governor of Berbice, relating to a debarkation of five 
hundred Africans in this Colony, so late as Jast month, and of one addressed 
by me to the Governor of this Colony; but I have little hope of any 
efficient steps being taken in consequence. It 1s painful to me to be obliged 
to continue to impugn the Authorities here, at a period so long since 
the execution of the Treaty, but I should be trifling with you, Sir, and 
His Majesty’s Government, if I did not repeat my conviction that, without 
much more energetick conduet on the part of those Authorities, the Slave. 
Trade in this Colony will never be overcome. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 25th Scptem- 
ber, and have the honour to be, &co. 3 | 

(Signed) CHRIS. EDW. LEFROY. 
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, | 


Se. &e. &e. 


(First Inclosure in No. 98.) 
The Governor of Berbics to C. E. Lefroy, Es3. 


Sir, King’s House, Berbice, December 6, 1822, 


T HAD the honour of receiving your Letter of the 21st of November, conveying to me the sa- 
tisfactory intelligence of the retaking of Charles Beverley, charged with Slave-trading. 

I vreatly lament to hear of the open and extensive manner in which the Slave Trade is still 
carried on upon the Coast of Surinam. I am informed by Captain Boyd, of the American 
scboaner Olive Branch, which arrived here the 19th of November last, that his vessel was de> 
tained two days and a half by a large shin, with about five hundred new Atrican Negroes on. 
board, about twenty miles to windward of Bram’s Point, and that he himself was compelled to 
go on board at the ship, when he was detaine:! the whole of the above-mentioned time, and his 
boat employed in landing the Negroes, atter which he was handsomely rewarded by the Captain ~ 
of the ship, and suffered to proceed on his voyage. : | 

This is the most flagrant case } have yet heard of, and ¥ hope that the circumstances of it have 
come to your knowledge. 

I have the honour to be, &c. . _ 
(Signed) HENRY BEARD, 
Lieutenant-Governor of Berbice, | 
Christopher Edward Lefroy, Esq. 


(Second Inclosure in No. 98.) 


The British Commissary Judge to the Governor of Surinam. 


Sir, . Paramaribo, December 23, 1822. 


THE inclosed is the copy of a Letter just reccived from the Governor of Berbice, which I Jose 
not a noment in submitting to Your Excellency, in order that, by taking the proper steps (which 
no doubt you will) for the detection and punishment of the Parties concerned, you nray satis- 
factorily vindicate this Colony and your Country from the imputations of bad faith, and atter ine 
diflexenoe to all the prospective interests of the great family of man, to which the continnance 
of the transactions described in the inclosed must expose them in the eyes of all Europe. | | 
_ The Slave-vesset is probably that to which Your Excclicncy some time siuce refused admittance 
into this river. | a. 

I shall seud.a copy of the inclosed by the first opportunity to my own Government, and likewise 
request the Governor of Berbice to endeavour to procure fur me such further purticulais from Cap- 
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tain Boyd as may assist Your Excellency in the conviction of the atrocious scoundrels who thus 
persist in provoking the indignation, and defying the retributive justice, of their species and of 


IT have the honour, &c. 
(Signed) CHRIS. EDW. LEFROY. 


His Excellency Major General De Veer, 
- Governor General. 


No. 99. 
Mr. Secretary Canning to Messrs. Lefroy and Lance. 


(Extract.) Foreign Office, December 27, 1822. 


MR. LEFROY’s Despatches up to the 23d September 1822, have been - 


duly received. | 

-His Majesty’s Ambassador at the Court of The King of the Nethcrlands 
has been instructed, to request an explanation of the conduct of the Fiscal, 
in restoring to the Consignee the Negroes brought into Surinam by Charles 
Beverley, and to require that the Negroes may, (if not restored to liberty,) 
at least be taken into His Netherlands Majesty’s service, till the matter of 
their legal importation be decided. 

His Majesty’s Ambassador has likewise becn instructed to express a desire, 
that inquirics may be instituted, as to whether the escape of Beverley 
was favoured by any Persons in the employment of the Local Government, 
and whether any other British subject hesidles Beverley was concerned in the 
importation of Slaves, with which that Person was charged. 

His Majesty’s Government have perceived, with some satisfaction, that, 
amid Mr. Letroy’s representations of the supineness of the Colonial Autho- 
rities, there does not appear in his Despatch of Scptember 20, 1822, or in 
the papers accompanying it, any suggestion that an importation of Slaves 
had actually occurred in Surinam, subsequent to the month of June 1821, 
and, except in respect to the omission of any offer of a reward for the ap- 
prehension of Beverlcy, the Governor’s Proclamation, issued the day after his 
escape, appears to be sincerely framed with a view to the object of Beverlcy’s 
recapture. . 

‘The establishment of a Registry for Slaves in the Colonies has been sug- 
gested to the Netherlands Government, as a mcasure well calculated to pre- 
vent their future importation ; and His Majesty’s Government hope, that the 
adoption of it may be found to be compatible with the policy and Regulations 
of the Netherlands Government at Surinam. 7 


(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 


The British Commisstoners, Surinam. 


No. 100. 


C.E. Lefroy, Esq. to Joseph Planta, jun. Esq.—(Received March 27, 1823.) 


Sir, Surinam, January 14, 1823. 


I HAD yesterday the honour to receive your Circular of the 10th of Sep- 
tember last, with the accompanying copics of an humble Address which was 
presented to His Majesty, pursuant to a Resolution of the House of Commons 
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of the 27th of June 1822, upon the subject of the Traffick in Slaves, for my 
information and guidance on occasions when that subject may come under 
my notice. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) CHRIS. EDW. LEFROY. 
Joseph Planta, jun. Esy. - . : 3 

&e. = &e. &e. 


No. 101. — 
. CE. Lefroy, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning. —( Received March 27.) 


-- Sir; | - + ESurinam, January 20, 1823. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your two Despatches 
dated the 26th of November 1822, (the latter accompanied by copies of a Cor- 
respondence which has taken place with the Dutch Government, on a pro-. 
posed extension of the Article of the Treaty for supplying vacancies in the 
Commission in.case.of death, to vacancies trom illness or leave of absence,) 
and I shall take care’ to conform to the instructions which they severally . 
contain. | | 

Your Despatch of the 12th of November, referred to in the former of the 
_ two, which j have now the honour to acknowledge, has not yet come to hand. 

_I have the pleasure to announce to you, that Mr. Lance arrived here on 
the 6th instant, but was shortly after taken ill, which has hitherto prevented 
him from being sworn in, and is the reason of his not signing this Dewseich, 
I am, however, happy to say, that he is now in a state of convalescence. 

i have the honour to be, &c. : 


: a (Signed). © CHRIS. EDW. LEFROY. 
The Right Hon. George Canning. 
. ce &e . - &e. 


No. 102, 
C. E. Lefroy, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Receiwed March 17.) 


= Surinam, January 25, 1823. 
-- Srp. - : io. A 


3 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 
12th of November last, and I will be careful in future to govern my general 
official intercourse with the Local Authorrities, by the limits and directions 
therein prescribed. | 


_I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) - CIIRIS. EDW. LEFROY. 
The Right Hon. George Canning, | 


&e. &e. &e. 
: Qa 
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No. 103. 


C. LE. Lefroy, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Receiwed March 17.) 


Sir, Surinam, January 25, 1823 — 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 6tka 


of November, conveying to me His Majesty’s gracious permission for me to 
come to England on the ground of ill-health, for the space of six months, 
exclusive of the voyage backwards and forwards, and I hope, Sir, I am not 
unpardonably trespassing upon official formality in simply expressing, fromm 
the bottom of my heart, my gratitude for this indulgence, it being nothing 
less to me than a reprieve from death, or what is ten times worse, consta— 
tutional ruin. 

I propose to leave this Colony about the end of April, or beginning of May, 
and will not fail to give due notification of my temporary departure to the 
Local Authorities, and the Board of which I am a member. 

I have the honoar to be, &e. 


(Signed) CHRIS. EDWp. LEFROY- 


The Right Hon. George Canning, 
Sc. &c. Se. . 


No. 104. 
J. Hf. Lance, £89. to Mr. Secretary Canning. —( Received March 17.) 


Sir, Surinam, January 27, 1823 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that I arrived here on the 7th instani- 
In obedience to your commands I waited on Mr. Lefroy, aud shewed him 
my Commission; I was introduced by him to the Netherland Commissioners, 
and to the Governor, before whom I this day took the requisite oaths, in the 
form prescribed ; and I am now prepared to act in the discharge of my duties 
as Commissioner of Arbitration, on the occurrence of any case by which they 
may be called into exercise. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. LANCE. 


The Right Hon. George Canning, 
&c. 


Sc. &c. 
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EXTRACTS OF A DESPATCH 
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LORD LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND 


MR. SECRETARY PEEL, 
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COPIES OF THE INCLOSURES, 


RELATIVE TO 


The State of Ireland. 


Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of Es Majesty, 
April 16, 1823. 


LONDON : 


PRINTED BY R. G. CLARKE, 


AT THE LONDON GAZETTE OFFICE, CANNON-ROW, WESTMINSTER. 


res 


EXTRACTS OF A DESPATCH 


FROM THE 


LORD LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND 


TO 


MR. SECRETARY PEEL, 


DATED 


Dublin Castle, 8th April 1823. 


WITH 


COPIES OF THE INCLOSURES: 


-. ON my Despatch, under date the 29th January 1823, I expressed my 
‘expectation (apparently justified by the improvement which had at that 
time taken place in the state of the Country) of a gradual approach towards 


a state of greater tranquillity and peace in the Southern Districts lately dig-_ 


turbed. P | 

Subsequent events have disappointed that expectation, and during the 
month of March, the system of outrage and terror has been pursued in parts 
ot the Province of Munster, with increased activity and vigour, and has reached 
other parts of the Country, which had been nearly exempt from disturbance. 

The earliest information conveyed to me of any considerable increase of 
outrage in Munster, was the first weekly report in March, of the Police Ma- 
gistrate in the County of Cork ; from which it appeared, that during that 
period, five malicious conflagrations and twelve outrages of different descrip- 
tions had taken place within the District committed to his charge. From 
that period to the pressnt time, scarcely a night has elapsed in which within 
those Districts some house or property has not been destroyed by fire, or in 
which attempts have not been made by the Insurgents to suforce the pénalties, 
previously denounced against all those who resist the authority of these 
desperate offenders. 

Notwithstanding the most unremitting exertions on the part of the Mili- 
tary and the Police to intercept those by whom these crimes are committed, 
few persons have been apprehended. Conflagrations are so easi y effected, 
even by one skilful offender, and the system of terror has been so firmly 
established on the minds of the Inhabitants of these Districts, that the detec- 
tion of the crime is become a matter of extreme difficulty. 

Early in the month of March, Lord Combermcre, with my approbation, 
visited the principal Military Stations in Munstcr, and also conferred with 
the Magistrates in the vicinity of Doneraile, and in the disturbed’ Districts in 
that part of the County of Cork. 

At his Lordship’s suggestion, and at the desire of the Magistrates, a large 
additional force of Police (under the new Act) has been stationed in that 
Country, and the Military Force has been distributed in the manner best 
calculated to aid the restoration of order. a ae 
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It is a great satisfaction to me to be able to add, that the greatest cordiality 
subsists between the Military and the Magistracy, Gentry, and Inhabitants, 
and that Lord Combermere expresses his highest approbation of the condi- 
tion and conduct of His Majesty’s ‘Troops va Master, 

In Limerick, which had been restored to tranquillity, instances of similar 
crimes have latterly appeared ; and parts of the County of Clare have been so 
much agitated, as to require the application of the Insurrection Act fo two of 
the Baronics which adjoin the County of Limerick. The state of that part 
of the Country, and the reasons which led to the Proclamation of these addi- 
tional Baronies, are explained in the annexed extract of a Letter from Serjeant 
Torrens, and in the accompanying communication of Major Warburton, the 
Police Magistrate of the County of Clare. | 

An increased spirit of outrdge has &t thé same timié been manifested in 
parts of the County of Westineath, and the Queen’s County ; and upon a 
review of the reports received from the other less agitated Counties of Ireland 
(with the exception of the Province of Ulster and part of Connaught) crimes 
of an insurrectionary character appear to be more Requent. 

The causes of the sudden increase of this description of crime have not 
been sutticiently developed to enable me to furnish you with any determined 
judgment on that most interesting point. 

The present mischief has been attributed to the greater maturity of that 
system of Combination tor the destruction of Property, which has so long 
prevailed in Ireland: a temporary cause is stated to be the general expiration 
of Leases, which occurs at this period of the year, and which usually oak to 
acts ot disturbance (if not of a More destractive character) egamst thase Who 
occupy the Farnis from which previous Tenants haye been eectéd. AG 
_ Jn the meanwhile, | am convinced that the wisdom of Flis Majesty's Go- 
yernurent, and of Parliament, will not delay the ‘renewal of ‘the Iaserrec- | 
tion Act. It is a painful but undeniable truth, that the mere circumstamce-of 
the unavardable delay in the renewal of that Law, tas been canverted by the 
secret mstigators of confusion, ihto an encoutagenrent to the dehided 
lace of the South, who have been taught to believe that the ‘Law wtl not*Be 
renewed ; and that tts restraints will ‘no. louger ‘be opjnscd tothe prapreas'ef 


their crimes. 
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Exlrnct of 4 Leterfiom Serjeant Povrens, dase Limstvich, sath Marek, 
oe 1823. 


_ F'REGRET to be obliged to state, that withm the tast three weeks, -fie- 
guent yightly burnings of Houses, Cattle, and Haggards, trave tiken pheein | 
this County, and particularly within the Liberties of the. Créy.,-and the state 
of tranquillity which tins District enjoyed’ (comparatively ) daring the Wiriter 
has been much interrupted. The Insurgents appeer‘to proceed‘upon an orga 
nized system of exciting terror ahd preventing any transfer of ‘property dre- 
agreeable to themselves, by means of conflagration, ‘and I now feel it neces- 
sary strictly to put in force, as the only means of tounteracting their desiptys, 
the provisions of the Act against persons apprehended “abroad ‘at night, or tit 
found within their‘dwellings. On this prihciple there:have been. tlready some 
useful convictions, and-in three cases there i8-every reasdn to ‘belicve that: the 
persons, who were actually concerned ‘in the outrages -have been -punished:- 
Lhe conviction on Thursday in the City Court ‘of ‘a person‘uf the name-‘of 
Halloyan, a wotorious leader amongst the disaffected, will, I trust; be attented 
with good reaulis. I beg to convey througlr:you, sir, my opinion to. His: Hx- 
celleney, that I consider it of material consequence tothe peace! of*the Goun- 
try that the Bill for the continuing the Tnsurrectivn Act‘dHouldbe:broupaie 
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inte the House at an early period of the Segsion. I am persuaded the cer- 
tainty thet the Act was to be centinved, would have considerable effect in dis- 
concerting the plans of the disaffected, and giving confidenee to the loyal, and 
1 know that the period of the Session, to which the discussion of the measure 
was postponed last year, was injurious. 

I had inteaded to have addressed some observations to His Excellency on 
the necessity of continuing the Bill for a another year, even if the Country 
hail remained reasonably tranquil ; but the occurrences which have taken 

ace since J had an interview with Hie Excelleng¢y, put all discussion, as to 
the propriety. of its re-enactment, cut of the question, and make it, in my 
judgment, imperative to re-enact the Law, and that speedily. | 

The want of Troops, which was felt’ so much during the Winter, prevents 
the supply of a sufficient umber of men for Patrales, which are peculiarly ne- 
cessazy at this crisis. _ es 


7 COPY. _ 
My Deas Sia, | Limerick, March 18, 1823. . 

FT xsccurs to me that #t might be ayrecdthe t6 you that I shold address 
yea by letser, notwithetendinp oet personal corifcrence on the subject of the 

10e8 ‘in the Courty of Olaté, and I shall comtitetice with thc exprtes- 
sion of my deep reeret, ‘that it should be tiecessary to make the réprégentatioh 
which I have done +o His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, of that I #houlll 
de Served to edurit the oprvion thet it wed tieéestary te apply to the Ldsurréé- 
‘ton Act. | . ae 

it has been my pride, that although in the midst of surroyndin : 
wree'for-a- considerable period, I that! Ritherto: been dble to beset e thé Peage 
wf ‘my Distriei, without vesorting to a meesirte whieh I Kiow thé Odnsftty- 

 Henal‘fecling df Plis Exéclleticy has e-répugrimeé te, trfess where appears 

te Be ‘walled ‘far hy rhypertous tecessity. =~ | : oe 
' Festival, -as briefly ae possible; devail to -yow tty motives for forntiny gn! ofi- 
qwen on the «neoesetty oF the amessire, andl -alko' the miodé of procéedinig, ok - 
vious to the Memorial being sent up to the Lord Laeutenawf. 

It is unnecessary to detail the variays Qstrages which have occurred, and 

which you have seen the disposition to. I shall only observe, that another 
burning, on the same system, was -perpetreteddast night, in the neighbour- 
hood of Six Mile Bridge, and Barony of Bunratty. The occupying Tenant 
of a Farm had given his holding up to Colonel O’Brien, and he sent a man > 
in his employment to occupy the house, on yesterday evening ; and in about 
three hours afterwards, the house was set on fire and consumed; the family 
fortunately escaped. ee Police, and a party of the 93d Regiment, arrived 
there almost immediately ; they could not see any person, nor could the 
save the premises. You are aware that the North Liberties of Limerick ad- 
join that part of the County of Clare, where these Outrages have occurred ; 
and they have been comparatively quiet, since they have been proclaimed : 
there is no boundary but the legal one between those places ; and as every 
exertion has been made to preserve tranquillity in that neighbourhood, with- 
out effect, I am induced to think that the only means left 1s to adopt this 
painful alternative. 

It may be asked, why the Constabulary Bill has not been tried? And to 
this I answer, and may with confidence say, that no new Force of Police 
could be so efficient as those now 1n that County; their cfficiency will, I am 
sure, be acknowledged by every gentleman in the County; and conse- 
quently, if they could not succecd,.it is scarcely probable .that others could 


4 


be expected to doso. As I am exceedingly anxious that every possible lati- 
tude should be given to discussion on this subject in the County, [I went to 
the Grand Jury Room immediately on their being sworn, and stated to them 
the situation of that Distrist; [I told them, that my object in doing so was 
that they might, whilst the County was assembled at Assizes, make every 
enquiry into the state of the County, and consider what could be done to re- 
store order. ‘They agreed'to have a Mecting of the Grand Jury and Magis- 
trates, on the Wednesday following, and to consider the matter again. On 
that day there was a very considerable discussion, and it was then resolved to 
give the legal notice for a Meeting to memorial the Lord Lieutenant. I must 
observe, that there was very great unwillingness indeed on the part of the 
Magistrates, to arrive at the conclysion; and that on their part, as well as 
my own, every thing has been done to warn the Peasantry of the conse- 
quence of their persevering in outrage. Several araeres, took place, and 
printed Notices were posted up, to assure them that the Magistrates would 
ony be driven to this measure by their illegal proceedings. 

n the interval since the Memorial went up, and the absence of any Out- 
rage until last night, I was still anxious at least for postponement; and I 
asked two or three respectable and intelligent Magistrates confidentially, it 
they thought we might try to get on without the Proclamation ; but their 
opinion was decidedly that they feared the People would think we were 
_ trifling with them; and as we had so repeatedly cautioned them, and they 
still persevered in defiance of our forbearance, they might think that thore 
was some cause for the refusal; in truth, the only difference of opinion on 
the subject was as to the boundary of the proclaimed District. I am anxious 
to detail to you, by Letter, the leading circumstances of our Proceedings, in 
order that you may estimate how far they are consistent with my view of 
the case. | | 

I fear you will think I have been too prolix, but on a subject which I know 
the Lord Lieutenant feels of deep importance, I think it better to err on the 
side of detail, than of conciseness. I will only add, that I approach this sub- 
ject with feelings of great concern, and I trust His Excellency will not-.sup- 
pose that I would either relax in any effort to avert it, or that I would. oftr 
an opinion that I did not feel 1 had grounds for doing, on the most anzious 
and deltberate consideration. 7 | i 83 


See ac 
i, fe 


Believe me, &c. | ce 


(Signed) | GEORGE WARBURTON, C.M. 


' : 


Printed by R. G. Clarke, at the London Gazette Office, Westminster. o,f 
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Extrivt o a Letter from His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to 
the Right Honourable Robert Peel. Dated DublinCastle, Aprid 27,1823. 


SINCE the date of my dispatches of the 9th and 11th of April, the 
detailed Reports of the: state of the Country, with respect to internal dis- 
ord¢r, have been regularly transmitted to Mr. Goulburn. | 

Adverting to those details, you will observe that, in Limerick and Clare, 
the number of outrages committed within that-period of time is not consider- 
able, and those Districts have appeared to be less disturbed than in the pre- 
ceding month. 

The North-Western: Districts of the County of Cork continued nearly in 
tlle same state of disturbance, until the 17th of April, when’ a convict 
of the name of Hickey, (who seems’ to have been a Leader in the ad> 
ministration. of secret oaths, and’ in the system of devastation which 
has prevailed in that County), suffered thepenalty of the law at' Doneraile. 

Since the 17th of April, it 1s’ stated, that the vicimty of Doneraile has 
not suffered any violent disturbance of the public Peace. 


Outrages, however, have occurred near the City of Cork, and particu- 


larly in the Liberties of that City. 

Having aecepted-the resignation of Mr. Serjeant Lloyd, I have appointed 
Mr, Sergeant Torrens to preside at the Court of Special Sessions, under 
the Insurrection Act, in the County ot Cork, and it was his intention 
to open the Court, at Cork, yesterday morning. 


SAA 


I have appointed Mr. Blackburne (a King's* Couttsel of cdrisidérable™ ° 


distinction), to succeed Mr. Sergeant Torrens in Limerick, where the 
Sessions, under the Insurrection Act, will commence on the 29th instant. 

The defects existing in the state of the Police, within the Liberties of. 
the City of Cork, cannot be effectually remedied, until I shall have received 
such an application from the Magistrates as shall enable me to act under the 
existing Laws: a suggestion to this effect has been addressed to the-Ma- 
gistrates, in-reply to the Memorial, of which I inclose'a copy. | 

Iw other parts of! Ireland no material increase of outrage has’ re- 


7th April. 


cently’ appeared. Such’ acts of violence as have occurred are stated in | 


the Reports, which have becn transmitted to’ Mr. Goulbourn. 


(Inelusure in No.1.) _ 


To His Excellency Richard Marquess Wellesicy, Lord Licutenant Ge- 
| neral, and General Governor of Ireland. 


May it please Your Excellency, 


WE, the Magistrates of the County Cork, assembled at Cork, to carry 
into effect the provisions of the new Constabulary Act, feel it our duty to lay 
before Your Excellency, for the information of His Majesty’s Government, 
the disturbed state of part of this county, together with the expression of 
our conviction that the spirit of: insurrection is rapidly extending into parts 
of the county hitherto undisturbed. | 

We understand that our County Grand Jury, after the minutest investiga- 
tion, have presented a sum of about 10,000 for damage sustained by Fire, 
destruction of Cattle, breaking Machinery, &c. And though the greater 
part of those outrages have been hitherto confined to a comparatively small 
portion of the county, yet we regret to say, there have been instances of 
crime connected with the system in various other districts. 

It cannot be necessary to impress on Your Excellency the extent of suf- 
fering which has been inflicted by the persevering atrocity with which the 
Insurgents have perpetrated their work of destruction; many are now 
dependent altogether on the presentments which have been passed for their 
compensation, for all they can be deemed to possess; nor can we feel that 
property of any description is exempt from the influence of that spirit which 
unhappily prevails, and is directed ayainst all property whatever. - 

‘By notices, posted and personally served, many have been obliged to 
abandon their farms: witnesses who have prosecuted, have done so, at per- 
sonal risque; persons giving evidence at the present Assizes as to the value 
of property destroyed, have had their houses burned immediately on their 
return home: moncy has been extorted from several by personal. threats, to 
support and carry on their. plans: arms still continue to be plundered, and 
pikes forged to arm the disaffected. | 

. We regref to'state, that our exertions, aided by the vigorous co-operation of 
the Military, Police, and armed Associations, havehitherto been insufficient to 
counteract the designs of men, who have set all the constituted Authorities 
and the Law of the Land at defiance. We therefore feel ourselves imper- 
‘ously called upon to state to Your Excellency, that whatever further measures 
inay be adopted, they cannot be too promptly or vigorously carried into 
effect. 

” Signed, by desire of 100 Magistrates this Day assembled, 

e « — (Signed) . DONERAILE, 

; _ : Chairman. 
Cork, 7th April 1823. 
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| : No. 2. | 


Extract of a Letter from the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland to the Right Hon. 
Robert Peel, dated Dublin Castle, May 18, 1823. | 


FROM‘ the ‘27th of April (the date of my last dispatch, relating to the 
internal state of the Provinces) to this day, the Reports transmitted to Mr. 
Goulburn will have acquainted you with the gradual diminution of the num- 


ber of outrages committed in Cork, Limerick, and Clare. 


3, 


In the meanwhile, the Insurrection Act has been administered with vigour 
and apparent success by Mr. Serjeant Torrens, and Mr. Blackburne, in their 
respective districts ; and they have been aided by the most cordial and active 
co-operation of the Magistrates. , | 

Petty Sessions have been established, together with other improvements in 
the administration of the Law, and further measures are in contemplation, or 
in actual progress, with a view to unite the different local authorities, ina 
more systematic and regular course of action. i 

For a general view of the state of the County of Cork, I refer you to the 
inclosed letters from Mr. Serjeant ‘Torrens, and Major Warburton ; the Re- 
port from Mr. Blackburne (already forwarded to Mr. Goulburn) will afford 
a clear and satisfactory account of the condition of Limerick and Clare. 

dn other parts of Ireland, several outrages have been committed, especialty 
at Armagh; these are detailed in the documents sent to Mr. Goulburn; they do 
not require any special remark. 


(First Inclosure in No. 2.) 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Serjeant Torrens to William Gregory, Esq. 
dated Charleville, May 14, 1823. : 


(COPY.) 


I BEG to. state, for, His Excellency’s information, that I yesterda 
concluded my Sittings at this town —There were fifteen cases for cal 
and there. were three convictions; viz. two for having concealed arms, 
and one for being absent from his dwelling, on the 11th of March; and 
there is every reason to believe that he was one of the party who: fired 
on Major Maxwell and the Police, on that night. —_ . 

In the progress of the trials, and in my opening Address to the People, 
many opportunities occurred of enforcing topics on their attention, which I 
trust may be attended with good results; and, although I am not sanguine, 
yet, I do not altogether despair. hy pursuing steadily the system I have 
adopted, of detaching the Farmers from their forced allegiance to the Laws of 
the Conspirators and Jnsurgents. | . 

J found at Charleville, as I have done every where in the county, the most 


cordial and zealous support frein the Magistrates, and I have completed, with | 


their assistance and perfect concurrence, the establishment of the Petty 
Sessions, in every district I have visited. J have reason to believe there has 
been a great cessation of outrage in those districts, and, by watching the 
commencement of them in others, I trust, the evil may be suppressed. —I in- 
close you, for His Excellency’s particular attention and observation, a return 
of the number of persons brought before me for trial, during this my first 
circuit of the county, amounting, in all, to 103—as in No. 1. No. 2 shews 
the number of persons convicted, im all, 18, and theircrimes. His- Excellency 
avill perceive there are but four cases of conviction for absence from dwell- 
ings, and the Convicts were persons of notorious character. It will be satis- 
factory also for me to state, that the whole of the convictions took place by. 
the unanimous opinion of the Magistrates present at the trials, and with mv 
perfect concurrence, and that there does not ‘rest a doubt upon any one of 
them, either in point of law or point of fact. I shall now return from hence 
to Cork by the route by which I came, holding Sessions at Mallow and Fermoy, 
aud traversing the disturbed districts a second time. 


B 


al 


Mayl4,1823 


Qa 


Mav 15,1823 


6. 
(Second Inclosure in No. 2. 


No. 1.) 


Country or Cork. 


A Return of the several Persons Committed fur Trial under the Insurreetion Act, 
in the County of Cork, shewing how each Person was disposed of, from 
April 28, 1823, to May 14, same ‘Vear. | 


No. Names. Offences. How disposed of. we ae of 


1823. 
Cork, April 28, 


1John Ketcher.... delivering a threat- convicted 


ening notice. 
2|Daniel Downey \ 4 


discharged on ad- 
monttion 


Cork, April 29, 


3|/Bart. Coughlan pra of 
4\TimothySullivan 5 , 


5 John Heffernan .. ditto 
6/Patrick Connell... ditto 
7\Edward Barrett..| — ditto 
$|William Ahern... ditto 
9;}Wilham Barman 

10/Michael Cleary ] 

ate Be \ unlawful assembly 

13|Michl. Cockrane 

!4|\John Crowe... .- 

15\Cor. Buckley ....|' retaining arms 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


acquitted 
ditto 

convicted 

acquitted 


convicted ditto 


discharged orr-a 
monttion 
convicted 


| Cork, April 90, - 


16\Cor. Morrissy....| out of dwelling 

17\John Ryal... 

18iJohn Walsh.... 

19\Bart. Sullivan. . ditto 

20|William Heaphy 
.21 John Linahan.. 

22'Thomas Connors 

23'\John Barrett... 

74 John Casey.... 

25\Patrick Ryal... J | 

26|Patrick Roche. . 

27\Patrick Ridden . ] 


28\ James Green... &! ditto 


discharged on ach! 


monition 


ditto ditto ditta. 


: ditto 
29\Fury Connell... 

30\ James Browne. . 
31\/Denis Roche... 

32\ John Clear..... 
33\Michacl Daly... 
34|Michael Sheehan 
55'Patrick Corbett . 
36’ Richard Roache 
37 John White... 
38\Lawrence Green 
39'Patrick Casey .. \ 
40\Owen Dwyer.. { 
41 Patrick Roche. . 

42 John Carlly.... 
43'\Garret Roche.. 
44\Fimothy Hanlon 
453ohn Sheehan. . 
46|Peter Barrett... | 
47|Paul Barrett... | | 
48\James Reordan. J 


ditto ditto 


Names. 


aitan O'Donnell. . 


4 out of dwelling 
50\Chiristopher Power | ditto 
51\Jolin Healy. ea 
52|Willm. Sullivan } ditto 
53 ofn Mullins... } 1; 
54fitlem Savage... | 
ames Smith.... ditto 
56/Stephen: Hart. . ...} ditto 
57\John Scannell. ... ditto 
58\John Kenny .. 
59) James Kenny.. | ditto 
66;Michael Cofly. . ditto 
61|Michael M-Danicl ditto 
62, Timothy Lurchane ditto 
73, Willtam Regan oa) ° ditto’ 


64| Patrick Fowler. . 


sembling 
a William Ridding, . | out of dwelling. 
§| Dettis Daly. . ditt 
67 John Coughlan ; 2 
681i rancis. Kufe 
69jArthur Kufe.... | 
70}Patrick Gorrtratt | dite? 


7iJobn Cronin . 


721Calt. Carthy:.. p 
73\Denis Hogan. . 


74Vames Curtin. , 


75John Kent. unlawful. oath ' 
76{Michaet Mutcatry . Ste 4 
ent 

77|William Wallace. . ‘ dnsition: 

78 Michael Sublivans. |} ditto 

78 Michael at ditto. 
James Cradan. . ditto 

8) p oN 18 Casey. v0. we ditto 

8.2}! : .. FitzGerald), are 


83|Cor. Bhanghah.. 
8447 ohn Rochie. . 
85|David Roche... 
séjPatrick. Conner. 
87)Patrick Hennesy J. 


Offences. 


» tumultuous. as- 


administering an 


, tumultuous’ ds- 
sembling 


ZEEE 


Howe disposed of. Lime ae Place.of 


rial. 
snd 1823. 
acquitted Cork, April 30, 
discharged on ad-/ di 
monition stp 
acquitted ditto 
discharged: on ad-| a 
monition ! ditto 
| ditto ditto 
detained till Assizes ditto - 


discharged on ad- 


monition 


Fermoy, May 3, 


gs|William Nagle . i being’ out of 
sq\Solin Goguiw. ob ol ~ dwelling 
g¢\Pimothy Buckley [ retaining’ arms 
91} James Buckley. tH 7 ditec 
9aJohn Buckley. . : 
93\Jolin Sheedy, } 

M‘Namara.. 


absent from 
dwelling 
unlawful assem- 


94|Thomas Casey.... bling 
95|Daniel Gleeson.. | out of dwelling 
96\Jeremy M‘ Carthy. ditto 
97;Daniel Sheehan. ditto 
gsJohn Walsh...... ditto 


acquitted ditto 
lischarged: on ad- 
monition ditto 
ditto . ditto, 
convicted ditto 
~ ditto ditto, May 5, 
ditto ditto 
acquitted ditto 
ditto ditto “ 
discharged orm AB 
| thonition | ditt 
, paar Bie 
convicted’ —_|- Mallawy-May 7, 
ditto ditto,, May s, 
adquitted ditto 
| ditto ditto 
ditto’ ditto 
ditto’ , ditto 
discharged admo- | 
| ce ditto 
sds oe ditto 
i ’ 
dischatged: on ad: |’ a 
Ter tion. ditto, May 9 
ditto , ditto 
convicted ( harleville,May 12, 
dequitted | ditto 
convicted ditto 
acquitted ditto: 
ditto ditto, May 13, 
ditto ditto 
ditto ditto 
ditto ditto 


Digitized by Google 


How disposed of Time and Place of 


Trial. 
1823. 
ggiJerémiah Mullone a gaa acquitted © harleville,May13, 
mund Manigan ditto convicted ditto 
_. 101)John Browne....{ out of dwelling acquitted _. ditto 
-102/Thomas Curtin... ditto ditto ditto 
*  103/Edmund Smith... ee 85" |discharged on bail] Mallow, May 14, 
ew: (Signed) ABRAHAM CHATTERTON, 


Dy. C. of Peace. 


( Third Inclosure in No. 32.——No. 2.) 


County or Cork. 


AC Return of the several Persons convicted under the Insurrection Act, 
tn the vic of Cork, from April 28, 1823, to May 14, 1823. 


No 
notice. fro i aks 
being absent m apt 
feria + tela 1a. 


Michael Cleary .. 
 5{William M‘ Mahon . 
.6;Patrick Hartigan. . 
7 Jona Cockrane . ets 


unlawful asecmbly by 


day, with 200 persons. ork, se 2, 1838. | 


seditious notice. 
being absent from. 


York, hekieone | 


dwelling. | Fermoz, May 3, 1833. 

Mewawe — - oo Fermoy, May:5, 1823. 

pues unlawful assembly. |Fermoy, May: 5, 1835.: 

y inser Lpendering 9p unl atiow, May 75 10a 


tendering an unlawful 
"| oath, making pikes. 
retaining arms. 
being absent from 
dwelling. 
retaining arms. 


Mallow, May 8, 18a. 

Charleville, May 12, 1823 
Charleville, May12,1833 
harlevilte »May13, 3 


ABRAHAM CHATTERTO 
 . Dy. C. PL - 


18 Edmund Manigan .... 


ie © i 
9 . : -) 


(Fourth Inclosure in No..2.) 


Extract of a Letter Jrom Major Warburton to William Gregory, Esq.— 


dated Mallow, May 15, 1823. 


I HAVE the, honour to state, for the information of his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, that I rejoined Mr. Serjeant Torrens, at Charleville, on the 
13th instant, and attended at two sittings of the Special Sessions at that place. . 
I wish to report to you, on the subject for two reasons,—one is, that, as there 
was no Reporter there from the Bross, you may not be apprized of the pro- 
ceedings ;--and:the other, because I am of opinion that more important matter 
was clicited in the course of the Trials, ed as far as I could judge, a stronger 
Impression made on the Populace than at any Sitting [ ever attended. I hope 
that the operation of the Law has made a powerful effect, and coul.! hardly 
imagine that so much could be achieved in so short a time: there is no doubt 
that the outrages have considerably decreased;—and as far as one can judge of 
the extraordinary and uncertain proceedings and disposition of the disaf- 
fected, Iam inclined to think that they have been paralized by the proceed- 
ings which have taken place.—It was highly important to carry the authority 
of the Law into the neighbourhood of Charleville, as it has been the princi- 


pal seat of the disturbances, and was not before a place for Sessions.—It was 


quite manifest that the Addresses of Serjeant Torrens, which he took every 
epportunity of making to the assembled crowds, have a very great effect, and 
the example.of three very useful and unanimous convictions was also deeply 
felt. In the course of these Trials several decent Farmers were produced to’ 
give the Prisoners good characters: but on their cross-examination by the 
rjeant, it appears that they were cag compelled to come forward by 
intimidation, and that they. were in such thraldom, that they have been almost 
invariably forced to give their moncy and substance when called for, and even 
to employ the very worst characters in their labour and in their houses. I 
think this is at an end, and that the Farmers will now rally. There was also 
an instance of ‘a very respectable Gentleman, who came forward in the same 
way,—and.on the Magistrates retiring to deliberate, it was mentioned to 
Serjeant Torrens, that this Gentleman had witnessed a tumultuous assembly, 
and knew some of the parties; the Serjeant immediately returned into Court, 
and had. the Geptleman recalled, and in his re-examination of him shewed the 
Farmers and the people that there should be no respect of persons, and that 
every mau should be forced to come forward and assist in sntorene the Laws, 
Jet his circumstances be what they might. He then directed that he should 
lodge Informations and attend to prosecute at the next Sessions, which it is 


his determination to hold at Charleville for that purpose. 


No. 3.” 
(COPY.). 


Sir, . . it. | Dublin Castle, May 20, 1823. 
IN continuation of the subject of my dispatch, dated the 18th instant, I 
have the honour to inclose a copy of a letter from Mr. Blackburne, dated the 
19th instant, to which I request your particular attention. 
I have, &c. &c. 
(Signed) WELLESLEY. 


C 


The Right Hon. Robert Peel. 


10 


(Enclosure in Na. 3.): 
(COPY) 


Extract of a Letter from Francis Blackburne, Esq. dated Limerick, May 
| 19, 1823, addressed to Wilham Gregory, Esq. | 


_THAVE to state, for his Excellency’s information, that tle Court ef Special 
Sessions for the county of Limerick has sat four days during the last week ; 
on Tuesday the 13th, at Rathkeal, on’Phursday and Friday the 13th and 16th, 
at Bruff, and on Saturday the 17th, at Limerick; at RathReal! foun persons 
were tried, of whom one was convicted and three acquitted. The distriet iv 
which Rathkeal is situated, comprehending the baronies of the Condons, and 
exténding to the boundaries of the Counties of Kerry and Cork, appears to-have 
been the part of this County in which the spirit of insubordinatron hes beer 
most prevalent; I have therefore endeavourcd to ascertain to what extent it has 
yielded to the measures adopted for its suppression: the result of my inquiries 
has satisfied ime, that the important object of prevention, has mn'a great mea- 
sure been obtained, and that, thoagh a considerable majority of the popwha- 
tion of the country has been sworn to confederate for some Pes or object, 
the precise nature of which I cannot ascertain, yet that the advancement of 
any such object or purpose is felt to be impracticable, so long as # is 
opposed by the efficient execution of the Insurrection Act. Very few 
outrages have occurred since my arrival in this ‘county, and the shortnese 
of the nights and the general empioyment of the lower orders of the peopk, 
warrant an expectation, that the Rathkeat district wilt for some time enjoy a 
a comparative state of quict. The Sessions of Bruff were numerousty at- 
tended by the Magistrates, and I am willing to hope that holding a Court there, 
is likely to Be followed by beneficial results. Two persons were convieted 
who appeared to have been of the party by which the village of Glanasheen 
was attacked on the 29th of April; the case made by them was, that of an 
alibi, in support of which several witnesscs were examined. The conviction 
under such circumstances, founded as I think it was on the clearest and most 
satisfactory ground, is calculated to be productive of the most salutary con- 
sequences ; it is not unimportant to observe, that in this, and 1m several cases 
of manifest guilt, the most ingenious efforts, and I regret to say, in some of 
pe cases, the grossest perjury have been resorted to by the prisoners in their 

efence. : | 

_ This anxiety to escape, evinced by persons of the worst characters, seems 
very little reconcileable with the notion that the punishment of Transportation 
has lost its influence, or that it is generally disregarded. Four persons were 
tried and acquitted at Bruff. With respect to the state of this country in’ the 
neighbourhood of Bruff, I can speak favourably ; the outrage at Glanasheen 
appears to have been committed by a body of Incendiaries, collected prin- 
cipally in the county of Cork. There was but one case tried at Limerick on | 
Saturday ; this was aconviction, after an elaborate defence, sustained by evi- 
dence totally unworthy of credit. : 


Frinted by R. G. Clarke, at the London Gazette Office. Connon-Row, iestmiastes. 
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Volumes, as arranged for The House of Commons. 


A. 


for auditing, (199.) - - 
Accounts. see Army. Iinance Aes 


Administration of Justice. see Courts of Justice, Ireland. Newfoundland. 


New South Wales. 
Admiralty, Droits of. see Drotts of Admiralty. 
Advances to Government. see Bank Advances. 
Affirmation of Quakers. see Quakers. 


African Company, Return of the officers of, (327.) - = - - = »s 


Agriculture and Trade. see New South Wales. 
Ale. see Beer. 
Alexander, Borthwick, and others. see Borthwick. 
Amendments by Lords. see Prisons. 
Annuities, see Civil Contingencies. 
Appeals and Writs of Error, Accounts relating to, (447.)- - -  - 
Appeal Causes. see Court of Session. 
VOL. XIX: Sess. 1823. [A] 


VOL. | page. 
CSO gia 
ACCOUNTS, Public, of Ireland, Bleventh Repore of penne x 


129 


XV. 335 


Apprentices, 
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Apprentices, Bill for regulating the number on board British mierchest 
vessels, &c. (143.) ne rr er a ee ce 


Apprenticeships, Bill to increase the power of magistrates in cases of (184. ») IL 249 


Ill. 533 


Army, Estimates for 1823, (26, 80.) - - - - = - XIII. 1,49 

Returns of progress a in expmining and settling army accounts, } 61 
(551.) > 

Extraordinamies of the army, for en 25)-° - 83 


Accounts of commissaries upon foreign stations, (126.) - - - XIV. 641 
Warrants relative to the payment oe tay anowancesy a 
Ireland, (257.)- = = - 
see Medicines. Militia. 
Ashes, Account of customs duty on, imported from Russia, (494.) —- - XII. 391 


see Soap. 
Assessed Taxes, Bill for repealing and reducing certain auues of, and rener: ing ) I ' 
persons compounding for same, (86.)- —- - -f : 


Bill for allowing persons to compound for, &c. Gag) - 2 - — 9 
Resolutions on Acts relating to,(48.) - - - - - - IV. 10 
Return of persons surcharged, for employing shopmen, &c.(167.) - XIV. 9331 
see Carriages. Property Tar. House and Window Duties. 
Assessors, see Electtons. 
Assize, Clerks of, Return of fees payable to, (482.) - = = - - XV. VW 
Assizes and Special Commissions, Returns of persons ees and led at, 
In Fcland, (305, 322.) - - sis XVI. 626, 497 
see Quarter Sessions. 


Attachments. see Sheriffs. 


B. 


Babbage, (C. esq.) Correspondence relative to his invention for et XV 
and printing mathematical tables,(370.)  - - - : 
Bank Advances, Copies of applications for,(2.) - - - - - XIV. 191 
Bank of England, Accounts, &c. respecting ;— 
Exchequer bills purchased or advanced by, (3.) - = = = 135 
Balances of sums issued for dividends and hotlery prizes ni : 
clarmed, (4.)  - - - 2 - - - 37 
Bank notes and post bills in circulation, (10,91,310.) = XIV. 139, 143, 149 
Balances in the hands of the maak and management or the pave XIV. 141 
debt, (90.) - ~ = a 
see Military and Naval Pensions. 
Bank of Ireland, Accounts relating to, (393.)- - - - - -« AVE 61 


Bankers Notes, Account of, stamped, (158.)  - - “ = - - XIV. 311 

Ireland, Account of, stamped, (173.) - - - -_ — 313 
Bankrupt Laus, Bill for the amendment and esanslidatod of, ee .) - SI. 343 
Barilla, Account of, imported, (432.) -  - - = + = - XIII. 393 


Barley. see Wheat. 
Barons of Exchequer. see Court of Sesston. 


Beer, Bill to encourage the consumption. of, and to amend aye for ag IIT. 
ing the excise duties thereon, (213.) - - - 


see Malt. 
Beer and Ale, Bill for amending laws concerning the retail trade in, (349.) — 545 
Benefitof Clergy. see Clergy. 
Bequests. see National Debt. 
Bills, Report from the Select Committee on present method of oe IV 69 
ing them, (552.) - : Z = rs Z z . : 
Bills, Private, Resalutions limiting time for ee petitions for,(1.) - XVIT. 699 
Bills of Exchange. see Stamp Duties. 
Blasphemy and Sedition. see Libel. 
Blubber. see Whale Fisheries. 
Bogs of Ireland, Bill for the improvement of waste, lands and bogs, ae I 8 
employment of the poor, (324.)- — - - : 
Bonnets. see Leghorn Huts. | 
Borthwick, Alexander, and others, Papers respecting the case of, (96.) = XV. 457 
Bridges. 
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Bridges. see Roads and Bridges. 

British Merchant Vessels. see Apprentices. 

British Museum, Accounts-relating to, (272.) - e© = #» = XIV. 675 
Burghs of Scotland. see Royal Burghs. 

Butchart, Mr. see Exciseable Articles. 


C. 


Caledonian Canal, Twentieth Report of Commissioners on,(412.) - - VII. 111 

Candles. see Tallow. 

Cape Breton. see Nova Scotia. 

Cape of Good Hope. see Colonies. 

Capias Utlagatum, Bill to regulate the issuing of writs of, in Ireland, (410.) IT, ga 

Capital Crimes. see Crimes. 

Capital Felonies. see Death. 

Capital Punishments. see Punishments. 

Carnatic Debts, Nineteenth Report of Commissioners on, (31.) - - X. ag 

Carriages, Fly, Account of places where assessed, (657: )- - = + XIV. 999 

Cattle, Bill to amend Act meepecng Emme ene uuproper com of, t 1. 189, 193 
d 


(474, 509.) 7 - ? 
Cattle and Sheep, Account of, sold in Smithfield sabes (11.) - - - XIII. 997 


Ceylon. see Colonies. 

Chamber of London. see London, Chamber of. 
Chamberlains of Exchequer. see Superannuation Fund. 
Chancery, Court of. see Courts of Justice. 

Charitable Institutions. see Miscellaneous Services. 


Charitable Loan Societies, Bill for the amendment ot the laws  Tespecting, I 8 
in Ireland, (188.)_— - - - - > 6% 
Charities, Report [8.] of Commissioners coneenine (a) - = - WHT. 1 
Further Report [9.] of Commissioners concerning, (258.) - - IX. t 
Chelsea Hospital, Account of unclaimed prize-money, (§0.) - - - XW. 2391 


Church and Corporation Land-tax, Return of the amount redeemed, (423.) XIV. 395 
Church Establishment of Ireland, Accounts relating to the, (135, 241.) XVI. 85, 12: 
Church Rates. see Ecclesiastical Dues. 
Churches, Third Annual Report of the Commissioners for building new) yi 
churches, (573.) - - - - - - a : 
Account of charges and expenses paid by commissroners for pave 
new ehiechesa (543) : - : f B} XU. 387 


Civil Contingencies, Accounts showing how sums peated for cApenset 
"ofa civil nature have been applied, (191, 326.) - t XIII. 321,341 


Return respecting advances made to Mr. Finlaison for tables Ka life 
annie &e. el charged in, (554-) - - - “I XIII. 383 
Civil Offices. see Roman-catholics. 
Clandestine Marriages. see Marriages. | 
Clergy, Benefit of, Bill for extending the, to certain larcenies, (388.) - I. 145 
~ae-e-e Bill for extending to certain felonies, and for  penisheeg} F. 149, 155 
persons sending threatening letters, (390, 437.) - : 2 


Clerks of Assize. see Asszze. 
Clothing. see Navy. 
Coals, Account of, shipped from Great Britain to Ireland, (137) - - XH. 399 


t 


Accounts of duty on, (299.) - - - - - - —  40l 
Accounts relating to bonds token on vessels carrying coals to} “ 
Ireland, (393:)-  - ° 7 a sae 495 


~ Returns of sums collected for fictané of, (566.) - * - ° — 407 


Coals, Slate and Stone, Account of duties meceirest on, in the port of } : 
Carlisle, (237.) - - - - - - - 419 
see Slate. 
Coffee, Account of duties received on, in Scotland, (44.)*+  - - - — 421 
Accounts of, imported and exported,{57.)) - -°- - > - — 423 
Account of duties on, imported into Great Britain, (98.) © - - — 427 


Accounts relating to, imported into and exported from Ireland, (170.) XVI. 527 
see East and West India Produce. 
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Colonies, Account of persons holding offices in,(167.) - - - + XIV. 601 
Accounts of receipts and disbursements of Trinidad, Malta, Mau-) 


ritius, Cape of Good Hope, and Ceylon, (343.) - = - - «of 605 
see Convicts. Fish. Slaves. 
Combinations of Workmen, Bill for repealing Acts relating to, and settling) Il. 96 
disputes between masters and their workpeople, (196.) - -f ue EO 
Commercial Credit, Ireland, Copy of letter to W. Gregory, es ue the 
Commissioners of, (as : - - i e oy | XVI. 6g 
Account of advances made by the Gomunisionets of aie - es = 81 
see Trade and Manufactures. 
Commercial Exchequer Bills, Estimate of sums to be received and pate int) XIV. 10 
the Exchequer on account of, (82.) - - -— - a Ee 
Commissariat Department, Estimate of sums required for the, (18.) - - XI. 53 


Commissaries. see Arma UP 


Commissary Court, Edinburgh, Bill for the regulation of, and for the LIL. 
better granting of confirmations, Xe. (215, 294, 440.) - # 93, 111, 121 


Commission Grand Juries. see Common Council. Grand Juries. 
Common Council and Grand Juries, List of, in the city of Dublin, (337, 344.) VI. 7993, 797 
Common Pleas, Court of. see Courts of Justice. 
Commutation of Tithes. see Tithes. 
Compensations to Officers. see Court of Session. Courts of Justice. 
Compositions for Tithes. see Tithes. 
Confirmations, Bill for the better granting of, in Scotland, (293, 439.) - ILI. 103, 107 
see Commissary Court. 
Consolidated Fund, Estimate of the income and charge on the, (555-) - XIV. 119 
see Revenue. 
Convicts, Bill for authorizing the employment at labour, in the colonies, of \ I 
convicts under sentence of transportation, (387.) - - -J ; 
Two Reports of J. H. Capper, esq. respecting, (32.) - - - XV. 2997 
Conway Bridge. see Holyhead Roads. 
Copper, Accounts of the quantity imported and exported, (160.) 
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‘Corn, Account of Irish corn imported into Great Britain, (39.) - = — 439 
see Spirits. Wheat. 
Coronation, Account of the expense of His Majesty’s,(395.) - - - — 385 
Corporators, Bill to restore the rights and privileges of, in Ireland, (535-) - I 615 
Cother, J. see Extents in Aid. 
Counsel. see Crimes. Criminal Prosecutions. 
Country Bankers Notes. see Bankers Notes. 
County Courts, Bill for preventing delays and expenses in proceedings a Ill 
and more easy recovery of small debts, (418.)_- - - - 2 
see Small Debts. 
County Divisions. see Divisions. 
County Rates, Accounts of sums received for, (281.) - - ~ - XV. 19 
County Treasurers, Ireland, Ball for regulating the election, and eccunne i) 
the performance of the duties of, (209, 254, 286.) —s - a fot 37) 45: 53 
Court of Justiciary, Scotland, Return respecting the Lord eee 8\ xy . 
concurrence to prosecutions before that court,(77.)—- | * 400 
Court of Sesston, Scotland, Account of causes decided in, and peal from, 
to the House of Lords, (E30): Se | 447 
Paper respecting compensation to officers of, (55-) - — - - = — 45! 
Courts of Great Sessions, Wales, Bill to enlarge and extend the powers _ I re 
| the judges of, and to amend laws relating to, (168.)  - 7 072 
Courts of Justice, Report of Commissioners of Inquiry, [Court of ene VIL ° 
Prerogative Court, and Court of Peculiars,}] (462.) —- a yet 
Ireland, Bill to limit expense of certain proceedings in, (4q42.) - —- 619 
- - - - Bill for the better administration of justice in the court of 621 
Chancery, (430.)  - = - - - = = 5 
- - - - Bill for settling the compensation for certain law offices 6 
abolished, (421 ye = = 2+ - “ t 57 
- - - - Report from Select Committee on thie Bieventh a of) VI 
Commissioners of Inquiry, (352.) - - - -f ; : 


- - - - Correspondence relating to, (164.) - 7 : i - AVI. 339 
Courts 
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Conirts Le Justice, Ireland, Certificates of Commissioners of Inquiry, on claims 
for compensation to the 
Prothonotaries of the King’ s Bench, (282.)- - - XVI. 347 
ee - eee ee eee Common Pleas, (366.) - - — 395 
- Filacer of the Common Pleas, (375.) - - - - — 417 
Usher of the Exchequer, (402.) - - - - — 433 
- Cursitor of the court of Chancery, (283.)  - - - — 443 
Courts of Law, Scotland, Bill for appointing eommoer to inquire me IIT. 173 
the forms of process in, &c.(521.) - = - - 2 ; 
Crimes, Capital, Bill for allowing persons charged wn to make scat I. 139 
by counsel, (287.)  - - = - ; 


Criminal Offences, Return of places in England havin local or Bcparete XV. 


jurisdictions for the trial of, (377.) - = - 67 
Criminal Prosecutions, Home Circuit, Return of fees sil to counsel ot at 4 
conducting, (339.)  - - - ‘ 2 : ‘ . . 53 
Criminal Trials, Scotland. see Juries. 
Crown Debtors, Return of the number of, contined in the gaols oe ao : 
United Kingdom, (400.) - . 57 


Crown, Droits of. see Drotts of Aidciicaley 

Crutzers. see Revenue Cruizers. 

Cursing and Swearing, Bill to amend Act of 19 Geo. 2, respecting, (183.) - II, 461 
Cursitor of the Court of Chancery. see Courts of Justice, Ireland. | 

Customs, England, Detailed Account of the establishment of, (156.) - - XII. §43 


eae aie ses Return respecting the appointment of Sir C. Sharpe, (317.) XIII. 339 
2 eeeacers Schedule of present duties, and proposed alterations 

aco Ge Se ee t XIV. 20y 
Account of the incidental expenses of, in the United Kingdom, (234.) — 223 
Scotland, Detailed Account of the establishment of, (105.) - - XIL_ 679 
SO iewec Return of the incidental expenses of, (145.) - - - XIV. 227 


Ireland, Detailed Account of the establishment of,(129.) - - XII. 5993 
- --- Schedule of present duties, and proposed alterations in,(353°.) ae 217 
see Quarantine. Revenue Inquiry. Spirits. 
Customs and Excise, Bill to consolidate the several Boards of, in Great I 
Britain and Ireland,(214.) - — - - = © 2 = -« ; 


Customs Duties, Bill to repeal duties, &c. in Ireland, and to grant aa 
in lieu thereof, equal to those in Great Britain, (379, 420.) - I. 663, 677 
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Bill to repeal certain duties, &c. and to make more erece 
regulations for collecting of, (378, 419, 488.) - ML. 435) 455, 483 
Customs, Tolls, and Duties, Account of, at places in the several counties of } XVL 1 
Ireland, (458.) - - - = . “ao « = « - 149 
D. 


Davis’s Straits. see Whale Fisheries. 


Death, Bill for enabling judges to abstain from pronouncing sentence of, 2! lL 161 
in certain capital felonies, (391.) - ; 
Debt. see Carnatic Debts. Heritable Securities. National Debt. Public Debt. 
Debtors, Insolvent, Bill to amend Acts for the relief of, (459, 505.) - - II. 313, 329 
Account of the number committed and confined in the ay XV. 18 
prison, (28.) - ~ - - - - as - - - ° 5 
Account of the number discharged from the Fleet prison, (67.) - — 187 
Account of the number dischargers Hom the pondon and aceeeas 18 
prison, (133.) - - : 
Return of persons who ‘have applied to be dinchaiged: (187.)- - — 4207 
Returns of prisoners discharged from the King? 8 pou prison ang 
county gaol of Surrey, (190.)- - - _ ae 
Account of debts due to, (242.)  - - - - -" - — 237 


see Insolvent Debtors Court. 
Diocesan Schools, Ireland. see Education. 
Distillers. see Grain, 
Distilleries. see Revenue. Spirits. 
Distributers of Stamps. see Stamp Distributers. 
Distribution of Prize-money. see Prize-money. 
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Disturbances in Ireland. see Ribbon-men. 

Dividends, Accounts respecting, (252,262.) - - +* + « XEV. 147, 151 
see Bank of England. 

Divisions of Counties, Bill for the better regulations of, in England, (103.) I. 205 

Donations. see National Debt. 

Droits of Admiralty, and Droits of the Crown, Accounts relating to, (163.) XIV. 197 

Dublin Port and Pilotage, Accounts relating to, (166, 273.) - - XVI. 455, 459 
see Exports and Imports. 


Dublin Taxation, Two Reports from Select Committee on, (356, 549.) - VI. 11,15 

Accounts relating to, (250.) - ~ - . - - - — *9930 

Dublin Theatre, Papers relating to a riot at, (165, 381.)- - -  - VI. §33, 817 
see Sheriff of Dublin. 

Dunleary Harbour, Estimate of sum for carrying on works at, (354-) - XIII. 309 


Duties. see Beer. Customs Duties. Exciseable Articles. East and West 
India Produce. Horses. Malt. Reciprocity of Duties. Spanits. 
Stamp Duties. Union Duties. 

Duties and Taxes Repealed. see Post-office. Taxes and Dates. 


E. 


East India Affairs, Papers relating to the burning of Hindoo widows, (466.) XV. 157 
see Carnatic Debts. 
Hast India Company, Bill to consolidate and amend ies = pentsting mu- 


tiny and esertion, (392, 464.) - } I. 309, 335 


Bill for defraying expense of half-pay, pensions, Re. in India, and} a 
establishing a court of Judicature at Bombay, aa 4 
Annual revenue Accounts, (406, 431.) ~ - - - XVIL 1,13 
Accounts of their revenue and territonal debt, (536.) - - = — 85 
see Sugar. 
East India Shipping, Account of crews of a: atrived from the East 
Indies and China, (491.) - isk 5 it. Se “| 149 
see Tornuge. 
Eust India Trade, Bill to consolidate and anne laws prelenae 0) (409, 
455» 528. ) - ee a 1. 363, 377; 395 
Account of ships and soomese entered outwards ane inwards Svc. ‘t XVII. 125 
(313) - - ; 


see Tonnage. 
East and West India Produce, Account of duties on, imported into : 
ireland, (154; 41.) ; = = bs o - , oe - t XVI. 534 s 534! 


Account of customs duties on, (58.) - - - - - - XVII. 93 
Account of excise duties on, in Scotland, (78. ) = - - -_ 103 
Accounts relating to, (84.) - - — 105 
East and West India Trade, Account of ships ane tonnage entered out- 
wards and inwards, &e.(72.) - si } XVII. 108 
Accounts relating to the official and declare vales of exports te the 
East and West Indies, &c.(130.) - - = } med 


see West Indsa Produce. 
Ecclestastical Dues, Ireland, Bill to amend Jaws for collecting, (87.) - - L. 591 
Education, Report of the Commissioners of, in Ireland, (382.-) - - X. 287 
Accounts relating to the diocesan and parish schools in {reland,{229.) XVI. 241 


‘Elections of Members, ou for regulating the appomtment of assessors at, tI 423 
(142.) - So ee eee gee Oe ee ee 

Bill to prevent sciaiiaal freeholders from voting at, (182, 473.) - I. 429, 435 

Bill to consolidate and anrend Acts respecting, in {reland, (331.) - _—«*I. 1 


see Oath of Supremacy. 
Employment of the Poor. see Bogs. Poor. 
Exchange, Bills of. see Stamp Duttes. 
Exchequer, Court of. see Courts of Justice. 
Exchequer, Deputy Chamberlains of. see as Salaaeciada Fund. 
Exchequer Bills, Accounts of, issued,(12.) = - - - - XIV. 12! 
see Bank of England. Commercial Exchequer Bills. National Debt. 
Exchequer Offices. see Public Offices. 
Exxchequer 
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Exchequer Prosecutions, Returns of the number of, in Scotland, (369.) - XV. G05 
. see Excise Laws. 
Excise, Detailed Account of the establishment of, in England, (277.) - XII. 609 
wert te ee ee ee er ee ee ee eee in Scotland, (121.) - - 61g 
ec ee te te er tt ter ee ee eee in Ireland, (203-.) -  - — 623 
Account of the incidental expenses of, in each port of Engen (agr.) XIV. aya 
Similar Account, for Scotland, (138.) --  - - - - ~ 276 
ye ae -- - for Ireland, (146.) - - YY | 
see Customs and Ercise. Permit Writers. Spirits 
Exciseable Articles, Accounts of, paying duty, &c. (957.) - - - - ~~ 938 
Account of, paying duty in Scotland, (919.) - - = = = -~  2§1 
---- eee eee ee in Ireland, (278.) - - - - = XVI, 629 
Papers relating to Mr. Butchart’s neglecting to sais out nee 
retailing of, ‘a Scotland, (426.) - : - : - pe ™ XV. 637 
Excise Duties. see Beer. East and West India Produce. Hectseabie Articles 
Malt. Spirits. Union Duties. 
Excise Laws, Return of persons pummoned for breaches of, in oe XV. 6 
wee Ss oe es ee ee Oe 


see Exchequer Pieahone 
Excise Licenses. see Exciseable Articles. 
Expired and Expiring Laws. see Laws. 
Exports pe sa aia Ireland, Return of the _ of, in the port of ries XVI. 491 
296 - 2 -s 5 © 7 
Accounts respecting, (318, 472, 326.) - = - = XVI. 495) 641, 631 
see East and West India Trade. Merchandize. 


Extents in Aid, Account of, issued from she Bae 8 Pee cen — | XV. 181 

(54) -  - 7 ; 
Copies of affidavits on which an een was issued against J. er g 
in aid of F. Woodcock, (128.) - 103 
F. 

Fees. see Criminal Prosecutions. Law Officers. Naval Prize Accounts. 
Public Offices. 

Felo de se, Bill to alter and amend law relating to the interment of persons 
found felo de se, (404.) - ~- Z oe a ae 203 


Felony. see Clergy. Death. 
Filacer of the Court of Common Pleas. see Courts of Justsce, Ireland. 
Finance Class Accounts of the United Kingdom, (#20.) - - - - XII. 1 
Fines, Penalties, Forfeitures and Recognizances, Bill to amend Act for the I 

more speedy return and levying of, (403.)-  - © - = > 197 
Finlaison, Mr. see Civil Contingencies. 
Fire Insurances. see Stamp Duties. | 
First Fruits, Ireland, Papers relating to the revenue of, (290.) - - XVI. 319 
Fish, Account of herrings, &c. exported to the West India Colonies, (300.) XIII. 441 
Fisheries. see Herring Fishery. Oyster Fisheries. Whale Fisheries. 
Flax. see Hemp. Tallow. 
Fleet Prison. see Debtors. 
Fly Carriages. see Carriages. 
Foreign Trade, Report from Select Committee on, [West India Docks,](q11.) IV. 489 
Foreign Vessels. see Reciproctty of Duties. Tonnage. 
Forfeitures. see Fines. 
Forgery, Bill to consolidate, amend and declare certain Provisions ue} 


to the crime of, (217.) - = 441 
France, Papers, &c. relating to. see Tidommty: Spat 
Freeholders. see Electzons. 
G. 
Game, Bill to legalize the sale of, (285, 422.) - - » - - I. 641, 663 
Game Laws, Report from-Select Committee on, (260.) - - - - IV. 107 


Gaols. see Crown Debtors. Prisons. Tread-wheels. 


Gas-light 
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Gas-light Establishments, Bill for the regulation of, (428.) - -s = I. 565 
Report from Select Committee on, (§29.) - - .- - - V. 195 
Reports to Government respecting, (193.) - - - - = — 303 
General Inder to Journals. see Journals. 
General Turnpike Act. see Lime. ; 
Glasgow and Port-Patrick aes Heron from me pelect Committee) _ 133 
on, (486. ) 7 = 
Gold, Account of, imported into the Mint, daa dined (45. )- - - XH. 465 
Goods Imported. see Warehousing of Goods. 
Grain, Accounts of, warehoused, (268, 511,20.) - - XIII. 451, 457.—XVI. 535 


Accounts of the average price of, in England and Wales, (424.) - XIII. 463 
Account of, malted and unmalted, used by distillers in Scotland, (478. ) — §25 


Accounts of, warehoused, in Ireland, (62.) - - = - XVI. §37 
Return of, sold in the Dublin market, (197.) - - - - — §39 
Accounts of the eyctees weeny price oh in mreranc (358, Vo xvi. car 
514,559.) - | : yf ence senate ee 
see Spirits. 


Grand Juries, Ireland, Bill to repeal Acts relating to the powers of, (507.) I. 739 
Copy of commission grand juries for Dublin, in 1798 and 1803, (§48.) VI. 813 

see Common Council. 
Grand Jurors, Return of persons serving as, in Dublin, (333, 3$0.) - - VI. 791, 803 


Grand Jury Presentments, Ireland, Bill to regulate the amount of, for pay} L. 815. 81 
ment of public officers of counties, (115, 340.) - = » S15, O19 


Great Sessions.- see Courts of Great Sessions, Wales. 
Greenland Fishery. see Whale Fisheries. 


H. 


Half-pay, Pensions, &c. see East India Company. Pensions. 

Hague, Treaty concluded at, respecting the slave-trade. see Slave-trade. 
Hats. see Leghorn Hats. 

Havannah. see Slave-trade. 


Hemp, Flax and Linen Yarns, Accounts of, imported, (269.) —- - - XIII. 483 
see Tallow. | 
Heritable Securities for Debt, Bill to facilitate the transference of, in Scot- 
1 HI. 131 
and, (332.) - - é - = 2 ‘ Z ‘ 


Herring Fishery, Report of proceedings of Commissioners for 1821, (574.) VIL. 155 
Fourth Report of the Cemmissioners of [rish fisheries, for 1822, (383.) X. 367 
see Fish. 
Hides and Skins, Bill repealing ‘Acts respecting, (427.)  - -- + = I. 169 
Highland Roads and Bridges. see Roads and Bridges. 
Hindoo Widows. see East India Affairs. 
Holyhead Harbour, Account of salaries, &c. of officers at, (46, 61.) - XIII. 313,318 
Holyhead Road, Bill for appointing commissioners of the road aon pondon 
7 to Holyhead, ae Bia) - - of UL 617, 677 
Mr. Telford’s Report on,(261.) - - - - - = = ‘X. 23 
see Shrewsbury. 
Honduras. see Slaves. 


Hops, Account of, exported, (37.)- + -  - se - - XIII. 467 
Account of land under the cultivation of, in Scotland, (38. - - — 469 
Account of duty on, (52.). - - - = © - «© -©- - — 47 
Account of the number of acres of land under CMU ROn st m pene 

land, (232.) -. - - - - «= « a — 47 


Horses, Bill to repeal duties on horses let to hire for travelling, &c. lace. 503:) I. 19, 51 

House a7: aaa Duties, Accounts relating to, zor the United aces XIV. 333 
53 = = = = < = ei : - = 

Householders. see Jurors. 

Houses of Correction. see Prisons. Tread-wheels. 

Howth Harbour, Accounts relating to salaries and expenses of ee! XII. 317 
the harbour and lighthouse, (123.) - - ~ - - a: 


see Holyhead Road. - .* 
Ill-treatment 
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Ill-treatment of Cattle. see Cattle. . Ts 


Imports. see Exports. 
Incidents. see Customs. Excise. 
Income and Expenditure. see Revenue. 


Indemnity, Pecuniary, Account of sums received from piled in a 
of, (497 ) = Po ma = = ee XIV. 12§ 
Inder to Journals. see Journals. 
Indictments and Trials. see Asstzes. Quarter Sessions. 
Ingrossing Bills. see Bills. 
Inland Letter Carriers. see Post-office. 
Insolvent Debtors. see Debtors. 
Insolvent Debtors Court, Account of the pumibe? of days on which the dates XV. 
sat, (242.) a ee Se - 237 
Insurances from Fire. see Stamp Duties. 
Insurrection ao Ireland, Memorials and Porresponcence relating pa XVI. 617 
(304 ae Se Se 
Returns of persons tried, &c. under, (311,336-) - - - XVI. 687, 705 
Interest. see Usury Laws. 
Ireland :—Matters relating to Ireland, will be found under the following heads :— 
Accounts. Linen Manufacture. 
Army. Linens. 
Assizes. Lord Lieutenant. 
Malt. 
Bankers Notes. Malt and Beer. 
Bogs. Merchandize. 
Capias utlagatum. Militia. 
Charitable Loan Societies. Miscellaneous Services. 
Church Establishment. Oaths. 
Coals. Parishes. 
Coffee. Passengers. 
Commercial Credit. Pensions. 
Common Council. Permit Writers. 
Corn. Pilotage. see Dublin Port. 
Corporators. Poor. 
County Treasurers. Population. 
Courts of Justice. Post-office. 
Customs. Preventive Service. 
Customs and Excise. Prisons. 
Customs, Tolls and Duties. Proclamations. 
Distilleries. see Spirits. Public Offices. 
Disturbances. see Ribbon-men. Quarantine. 
Dublin Port. Quarter Sessions. 
Dublin Taxation. Revenue. 
Dublin Theatre. Revenue Cruizers. 
Dunleary Harbour. Ribbon-men. 
East and West India Produce. Rum. 
Ecclesiastical Dues. Salaries. 
Education. Sheriff of Dublin. | 
Elections. Sheriffs. 
Excise. Soap and Ashes. 
Exciseable Articles. Spirits. 
Exports and Imports. Stamp Duties. 
First Fruits. Sugar. 
Grain. Tallow Candles. 
Grand Juries. Tithes. 
Grand Jurors. Tonnage. 
Grand Jury Presentments. Trade and Manufactures. 
Herring Fishery. Union Duties. 
Howth Harbour. West India Produce. 
Imports. see Exports. Whale Fisheries. 
Insurrection Act. Wine. 
Law Officers. Yeomanry Corps. 
Leases. 
Isle of Mun, Account of the civil establishment of the island, (477.) - - XXII. 679 


Returns of the produce of Pustomis; =~ Sapenees of ‘its eae XIV. 37 


ment, (492.) - - : 
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Isle of Man, Returns of goods imperted; and of the charge for the land XIV 
preventive service, in the island, (513.) - - i a 
see Revenue. 
J. 


Jersey Militia. see Militia. 
Joint Tenancy. see Leases. é 


Journals of the House of Commons, Report from me perce Conimittee on} iy. 6 
the General Index to, (541.) - - } 1 


Judicial Establishments. see New South Wales and Van Diemen’ $ Land. 


Juries, Bill to regulate the manner of choosing, on criminal trials, in Scot- at 
land, (284, 481.) - - : . . a : - 135, 141 


Jurisdictions. see Criminal Offences. 


Jurors, Bill to extend the qualification of, to householders aus persons) il 
possessing personal property, (484, §23.) - - aia 603, Gog 


Justice, Administration of. see New South Wales. 

Justice, Courts of. see Courts of Justice. 

Justices of the Quorum, Bull to amend Act of his late Majesty respecting, (211.) I. 583 
see Masters and Servants. 


K. 


Kilternan and Kilgobban. see Parishes. 
King’s Bench, Court of. see Courts of Justice. 
King’s Bench Prison. see Debtors, Insolvent. 
King’s Library. see Royal Library. 

King’s Property. see Property. 


L. 


Labour. see Convicts. 

Lancaster, County Court of, Bill for extending the jurisdiction of, (328, 407.) I. 109, 121 

Land, Improvement of. see Lime. 

Land Revenue, Fourth Report of Commissioners on,(110.) - - - XE 1 

Land Tax, Account of poundage to clerks of commissioners, (65.) - - XIV. 945 
Accounts relating to the unredeemed and redeemed, (240.) - - — 9347 
Return of sums paid on account of interest on instalment suas 


derations, &c. (355-) - - - - - - - - - 35! 
Statement of expenses incurred under Acts for the a aa and 

sale of, (638-)-  - - - - = = 7. 353 
Returns of assessments for the county of Surrey, (399, 526.) - XIV. 359, 389 
Accounts relating to, for the borough of Southwark, (468.) - - XIV. 9393 
Proposed Resolutions respecting, (508.) - = = = = XVID 705 


see Church and Corporation Land Taz. | 
Larceny. see Clergy. 
Law Courts. see Courts of Law. 


Law relating to Merchants, &c. Bill for the better protection of the property 
of merchants, &c. ‘entrusted to factors or agents, (465, 510.) } II. 413, 419 


Report from Select Committee respecting, (452.) - - = 2 IV. 265 
Law Officers, Account of fees paid to, by the Irish government, (303, 547.) XVI. 447, 451 
Law Offices abolished. see Courts of Justice. 
Laws, Expired and Expiring, Report from Committee on, (7.)-  - - IV. 1 
see Excise Laws. Game Laws. 


Leases in Joint Tenancy, Bill to discourage the grantin ar in Ireland, 
(178, 255, 288. ) - = = ss - 2 . An. 63, 67, 71 


Legacies, see Stamp Duties. 


Leghorn Hats or Bonnets, Account of the quantities of, and of straw plat, I 
imported, (516.) - - - - - - - - | XII. 


Letters, Threatening. see Clergy. 
Libel, Blasphemy and Sedition, Return of persons prosecuted for, (562.) XV. 239 
Library. see Royal Library. | 
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Life Annuities. see Cived Contingenctes. 
Lighthouse. see Howth Harbour. 


Lime, for improvement of Land, Bill to explain Penere eurapine i ch ll. 61 
lating to toll payable for, (88.)-  - - 5 
Linen Manufacture, Bill to regulate the linen ane hempen manufactures ot 
Ireland, (500.) - - - - 16 


Bill to amend Acts for the regulation of, in Scotland, (341 )- - WT 1497 
Linens, Accounts of the value of, exported from Ireland, (297.) - - XII. 491 
Accounts respecting, (320, 367.) - - = - - XIIL. 499, 603 
Linen Yarns. see Hemp. 
ore a and Pag peduties, Account of receipts and raters XV. 431 
289 - - - - - - - - - = : 
Llanllechid. see Slate Quarries. 
London, Chamber of, Annual Accounts from, (243.) - - = = — 337 
London and Middlesex Prison. see Debtors. 
Lord Advocate of Scotland. see Court of Justiciary. 


Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, Copies and Extracts sf Dispatches me from >} 
on the state of Ireland - - 7p MUM. 471, 477 


see Dublin Theatre. 
Lord Mayor of Dublin. see Proclamations. 
Lottery Prizes. see Bank of England. 
Lowndes, Mr. see Taxes, Board of. 


M‘ Adam. see Road-making. 

Madrid. see Slave-trade. Verona. 

Magistrates. see Apprenticeships. 

Maintenance of the Poor. see Poor. 

Malt, Account of the drawback on, in Scotland,(471.) - - - - XIII. 633 
Account of the quantity made in England, (496.)_ - - - - = 529 
Accounts of the quantity made in Scotland and Ireland, (§12.) - — 6931 

Malt and Beer, Returns of the number of bushels of malt, aud 

barrels of beer charged with duty, (275, 315, 558-) } XIII. 515, 519) 533 

Similar Returns for Scotland, (298, 433.) - - = - £XIIL §17, §21 
---------e Ireland, (316, §71.) - - - - - XVI. §47, 649 

Malta. see Colonies. 

Man, Isle of. see Isle of Man. Revenue. 

Manby’s (Captain) Apparatus. see Shipwrecked Seamen. 

Manufactures, Scotland, Return of the Board of Trustees, respecting,(519.) XV. 663 

see Linen Manufacture. Trade. 
Marriages, Clandestine, Bill to amend Act amending 26 Geo. 2, for the ll 42 
preventing of, (8.)  - - - - - - - - ‘} : 5 

Bill to render valid certa‘n marriages, (66.) - - - - -_ 433 
Bill to repeal certain provisions 3 Geo. 4, peepecung, | plendceaue 


marriages, (85.) — - ir ae : 437 
re aaa laws Fespecune the solemnvauon of, oo England, = i 
Bill to declare valid certain marriages solemnized at St. pSLerSDUIED, 

(530) - = = 7 = = = - -f — 463 
Bill to enable Roman-catholic priests to solemnize marriages among) ___ 

Roman-catholics, &c. (534.)  - - - ~ - - - 455 

Masters and Servants, Bill to enlarge the powers of justices in Getermunune aed 
complaints between, &c. (251.) - - - - - - o3 


Mathematical Tables. see Babbage. 

Mauritius. see Colontes. 

Medicines, Accounts of invoices for, supplied to the army and navy,(576.) XIII. 203 
Members of Parliament. see Elections. Oath of Supremacy. Parliament. 


Menai Bridge, Accounts respecting, (397) - -  - - - XIII. 319 
see Holyhead Roads. 
Merchandize, Account of duties of customs on, (527.) - - - XIY. 338* 


Account of the value of, exported from the British West Indies, (§72.) XIII. 395 
Merchandize, 
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Merchandize, Accounts relating to the value of, espe? fom and ee, XVI. a6 
ported into Ireland, (246.) - 497 


Merchants. see Law relating to. 
Merchant Vessels. see Apprentices. 
Milbank Penitentiary. see Penitentiary. 
Military Allowances. see Army. 


Military and Naval Pensions, Bill to confirm an agreement between the 
Trustees under an Act of last Session and the pane of England, I 93 
respecting, (189.) — - - - - : 


Account of sums to be paid into the Exchequer for, (83.) - - XIE. 209 
Correspondence relative to agreement between the Bunk and 


Trustees of, (171.)  - : : - - = - ear 
Militia, Ireland, Bill for the reduction of the number of serjeants, mt ll 85 
of,(24.) - - = - - - - 2. - ; 
ee a Papers relative to, (35.) - - - - - - XVI. 939 
------ Return of the effective strength of the Irish militia staff,(117.) — 53 
Report from Committee on militia estimates, (350.) - - - IV. 57 


Correspondence and Returns relating to the militia of Jersey, (185.) - XII. 67 
see Pensions. 
Mint. see Gold. 
Miscellaneous Services, Estimates for 1823, (49; 192, 
401, 429.) - 8 28 = 
Ireland, Estimates for 1823, (141, 141 pen) 169, 263.) - XVI. 1,17, 21, 37 
Mutiny and Desertion. see East India Company. 


» 82X01. 233, 247, 285, 301, 303 


N. 


National Debt, Bill for further regulating the reduction of, (102.) —- - I. 85 
Accounts of receipt and hg neat by Commoners ror the recue=) XIV. 43, 63 
® P 


of, (25,5) = 
Accounts relating to the national debt, start of exche uer bills, 

&c. (568 .) s = os te = . ie q 2: XIV. gl 
Account of average price of three Ve saa steer porchased by com- 

missioners, (398. ) - - = 
Account of sums given as donations or iegaeed towards the reduc 

tion of, (114.) - = - . : 2 z . e 207 


Naval and Military Pensions. see Military. 
Naval Prize Accounts, Statement of the produce of fees on, (578.) - - XILI. 20% 


Navy, Estimate of the charge of wages, &c. for 25,000 men, (14.) - - 99 
Estimates for 1823,(29.) - - - - = © - = — 101 
Papers relating to seamen’s clothing, (563.) - - - - - = 197 
Returns of promotions in, (334.) - - - - - - - — 216 
Orders in council, &c. respecting promotions, (364. ) - - - — 219 
Accounts relating to the number of seamen and cruizers employed in 

the sre vention of smuggling, (127.)  - - : 7 } XIV. 285 
see Medicines. Preventive Service. Revenue Calis 

Navy and Victualling Contracts, Accounts respecting, (417.) - - - XIII. 183 


New Churches. see Churches. 
Newfoundland, Bill for the better administration of justice in, and con IL. 
solidating and amending laws relating to the colony,(§50.) - 


New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land. Bill by te peter porineyeHon 
of justice in, (443, 522.) - aye 549, 571 


Report of the Commissioner of Inqui J. T. Bi °, on the ‘udicial 
establishments of, (33.) —- : a i - ” 2 X. 515 
Report of the Coiniissione: of Inquiry on the state of agriculture 
and trade in, (136.) - - . a - - - - a - meeeas 
Accounts relating to the receipt and expenditure of New South 
Wales, (438.) - feet P ae P : i : 7 *t XIV. 627 
Return of the annual =penciture of ae coeay of New one 621 
Wales, (531.) - = } = 
Copy of Instructions given to Mr. Bigce on proceeding to, 6532.) - — 633 
Nova Scotia, Papers relating to the re-annexation of the island of Nea XVII. 2 
Breton to the government of, (416.) - - -  - - 299 


Oath 
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Oath of Supremac Bill to repeal Act respecting the seeciiaatls of, at 

Suprema Members of Parliament, (483.) - a , ‘} I. 421 
Oaths, Unlawful, Bill to amend Act for preventing: the administering and 

taking of, i in Ireland, (329, 38§.)-  —_ - t IT, 227, 233 
Oats. see Wheat. 
Obeah, Crime of. see Slaves. 
~ “Occasional Freeholders. see Elections. 
Offices, Public. see Public Offices. 
Oil. see Whale Fisheries. 


Ordnance, Estimates for 1823, (69.) - - - - - _ - XIII, 131 

Return of persons holding two or more commissions, &c. (93.) - = 163 

~ Account of contract prices for sundry articles, (441.) - ~ i — 167 
Account showing how money eerie in 1822 nas been expences 

(444) - = - 7 175 


Orphan’s Fund, &c. see London, Chamber of. 
Out-ports of Scotland. see Revenue. 


_ <! Qutstanding Grants. see Revenue. 


Oyster Fisheries, Bill for protecting and regulating them, (461, 499.) - Il. 483, 495 
P. 


Paris. see Verona. 


*~ Parish Schools, see Education. 
.' Parishes of Kilternan and Kilgobban, Ireland, Bill for uniting them, (490.) I. 221 


Parliament, Members of, Returns of the number who held pec or pen- 
sions in the years 1714-15 and 1727, (569.) - i } XVI. 799 
see Elections. rm . 


Passengers, Bill for regulating vessels cane passengers peivece ree 
Britain and Ireland, (502.) - > 95 


*%- t+ Bill to repeal laws regulatin ae c ing pee ers from the | 
United Kingdom, (485.) o 2s | = 697 


Peace, Justices of. see Justices of the Basra: 

Pecumary Indemnity. see Indemnity. 

Penalties. see Fines. 

Penitentiary at Milbank, Report of the Committee on, (150.) - - V. 365 
Report of the physicians on the state of, (256.) - -~— = — 379 
Papers relating to, (309,545) - - - -° -  ° V. 387, 401 
Report from Select Committee on the state of, (533.) - - - Ve. 403 

Penstons, Copies of warrants granting pensions to militia serjeants, (27.) - XIII. 63 
Return of persons in the yeomanry ae aaa Ireland, uae XVI. 49 


pensions, &c. (109.) 
see East India Company. Military and Naval Pensions. Parliament. 


Permit Writers, Returns of the number in the Excise, and the number XI. 6 
pensioned or superannuated, &c. (470.) - - - - - 983 
Similar Returns for Scotland, (493.) - - - - - - — 637 
Similar Returns for Ireland, (520.) - - - ~ - - — 639 
Pilotage. see Dublin Port. 
Pirate Vessels, Account of the number destro ee on me semaica sta- 
ion, GI) “J XUIL 636 
Poor, Bill to amend laws for the maintenance and smpleguent of ate. 506.) Il. §17, 557 
Bill to amend laws relating to the settlement of, (504.) - - - II. §99 
Report from Select Committee on the employment of, in Ireland, (561.) VI. 3931 
Reports to the Irish eavrmmnent on publi woree for ne mploy- 
ment of, (249.) = = oe : ° - / ‘} X. 437 . 
see Bogs of Ireland. : 
Poor Rate Returns, Report from the Select Committee on, (570.) - - V. 345 
Population of Ireland, Returns respecting, (577.) 
Population. see Slaves. — 
Port-Patrick and Glasgow Roads, see (Gqsgow. 
Portugal. see Spain. 
Post-horse Duties. see Horses. 
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Post-office, Return of the amount of the inland letter-carriers superan- 

nuation fund, (153.) se te 2 wel “e-  eo !  p GE Ve Toe 


Great Britain and Ireland, Account of duties and taxes repealed, (42.) — 341 


Papers relating to the post-office steam packets at Holyhead, &c. 
(374) - - = - - -« - m “ XV. 293 
Ireland, Return of the amount of the inland letter-carriers superan- 
nuation fund, (149.) - - - - - - } XVI. §99 
Poundage to Clerks. see Land Tar. 
Presentments. see Grand Jury Presentments. 
Preventive Service, Account of salaries and expenses of, in Great Britain, 
(2005) - - - © = 2. 2. 2. 2 2 2p XIV. 28% 
Returns of seizures made, and of the number of cruizers for the). 289 


prevention of smuggling, in England, (233.) - 2 - af 
Papers relating to the, (564.) - - - - : 23 Z — 291 
Returns of seizures made, and cruizers employed in peweneey 


smuggling, in Scotland, (94,155.) —- XIV. 295, 297 


Account of salaries and expenses of, in Ireland, (61.) - é - XIV. 299 
Returns of seizures made, and cruizers employed in the preven- 

tion of smuggling, in Ireland, (73, 100.) - - + } XIV. 301, 303 

see Isle of Man. Navy. 
Prisons, Bill for consolidating and amending laws relating to the building, | I 

&c. of, (116.)—Lords Amendments, (463.) - - eof F469, 513 
Report of Inspectors General on the state of the gaols, &c. in Ireland, 

(QAO) mele ee ee ae °} X. 291 
Correspondence relating to superannuati 

General of, in Ireland, 264.) - : ial ; a a 7 sia oa XVI. Gor 


Private Bills. see Bills, Private. 
Prize-money, Bill to extend Acts of his late Majesty concerning the 
distribution of, (454.) - - - - g s = \ 
see Chelsea Hospital. 


Proclamations, Copy of the proclamation of the Lord Mayor of Dublin VI 
relative to the decoration of the Statue of King William, (338.) a) - 823 


Account of, issued in disturbed counties of Ireland, and aa XVI 
incurred on account of, (546.) - - - - -«- - - ; 
Promotions. see Navy. 
Property of His Majesty, Bill concerning the disposition of, (111.) - — - I. 579 
Property Taz, Accounts relating to, (59.) - = = = = = XIV. 397 
Prosecutions. see Criminal Prosecutions. Exchequer Prosecutions, Libel. 
Prothonotartes, of the King’s Bench, and Common Pleas. see Courts of 
Justice, Ireland. 
Public Debt, Account of all additions to the annual charge of, (248.) = — 69 
see Bank of England, 
Public Income. see Revenue. 
Public Offices, Ireland, Papers and Accounts relating to,(81.)- - - XII. 653 
Accounts of fees received in, (274.) —- - 
see Salaries. 
Public Works. see Poor. 
Punishments, Capital, Bill for repealing Acts relative to, (389, 436.) - - I. 135, 139 
see Whipping. 


Il. 411 


799 


Q. 
Quakers, oo make the affirmation of, in criminal cases, enrenes ll 
(349-) = = = = = = = 2 = = = : 
Qualification of Jurors. see Jurors. 
Qualifications. see Roman-catholics. Tests. 
Quarantine, Account of allowances received by superintendents of, in} XIV. 229 
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England, (172.) - = 2 = - - 
~----- mScotland, (148. - - - - = = = — 231 
------ in Ireland, (161.) - = 2 2 = - = == 233 


Quarries. see Slate, 
Quarter Sessions, Returns of persons indicted and tried at, in Ireland 
(306, 335+) = 2 ? ° = = - . ° >\ XVI. 639, 701 
see Assizes. 


Rags, 
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Rags. see Woollen Rags. ” 
Ramsgate Harbour Trust,-Accounts relating to the revenue a expendi- 

ture of, (78, 92. y - - - - = 7 } XV. 433; 439 
Receivers General of Taxes, Account of the ne allowances - of, *} XIV. 355 

(5) = - 5 = 7 - 
Reciprocity of Duties, Bill to regulate the duties ana drawbacks on goods 

Imported or exported in foreign vessels, (451, 501.) = - *} nn 515) 519 


Recognizances. see Fines. 
Registering of Vessels. see Vessels. 
Registry of Slaves. see Slaves. 
Requin, Papers relating to the capture of that ship, (469.) - - - XVIII. 551 
Resolutions. see Assessed Tares. Bills, Private. Union Duties. 

Resolutions Proposed. see Land Tax. Taves. 

Retail of Beer. see Beer and Ale. 

Revenue, Ireland, Supplement to Fourth Report of Commissioners pet VIL 


inquiring into the collection and management of, (270.) 237 
--- eee Fifth Report of the Commissioners CONCERNING 7 [Dis-]| 
tilleries,] (405.)  - - - - } 253 
a ee iia to re Se Pintercouree)) in Spit) 661 
499) - = 
Scotland, Sixth Report of the Commissioners, [Out-ports of Scot- 
land](560.) - - -  - - } 725 
Accounts of the net produce of the revenue of ment nan and\ yx vy 
Ireland, (6.) - - - - - } ; } 
Accounts relating to the consolidated fund, surplus wey and meats, XIV 
and grants outstanding, (101.) - . - di : 7 
Abstract of the net produce of, for Great Britain, (228, §40.) - — 15,32 
ee ee Treland, (265.) - - - — 19 
Accounts of the public income and expenditure of hia United) XIV. 
Kingdom, (266, 567.) - - - - = 239105 
Return of the gross and net revenue of Ireland, (301.) - — - - XIV. 27 
Returns of the public revenue and expenditure of the Isle of Man, (394.) — 35 
see First Fruits. Stamp Duties. Wine. : 
Revenue Cruizers, Accounts of allowances received by commanders of, and 
of the number employed, (122.) - - = = - — 279 
Detailed Account of allowances received by ponmanes of, inlyty: $1086 
Scotland and Ireland, (139, 147.) - ~ - a; 20283 


see Navy. Preventive Service. 


Revenue Inquiry, Thirteenth and PopEeea Reports e Vomimisstoners VIL. 
{Customs,] (425.)  - - - : -J "78 


Ribbon-men, and Disturbances in hla: Papers eapencnis (180, 302.) XVI. 605, 613 
Rio de Janeiro. see Slave-trade. 


Road-making, Report from Select pommS on Mr. poe S pennen V 
respecting, (476.) -  - a nt - 53 
Roads. see Glasgow. Holyhead. Turnpike Roads. 
Roads and Bridges, Scotland, Ninth Report of Commissioners on, (112.) X. 1 
Roman-catholics, Bill for rendering them eligivle to certain civil cea Il 

(487) - - - = = - eS (a 


see Marriages. 
Royal Burghs of Scotland, Papers relating to the, (34, 247.) - - - XV. 684,717 
Royal Library, Report from the Committee on papers relating to, (271 Ye: «DV. 41 


Papers relating to,(194.) - - - - = = = = — , *56 
Rum, Accounts of the quantity imported and exported, &c. (71.) - - XIII. 537 
Account of rum and other spirits charged with duty in Scotland, 
OD fee ee 
Account of the quantity imported into Scotland, (230.)- — - — 543 


Account of the number of eelons: of, chareee with boty in Irland, 2; XVI. 


551 
3) 7 7 
Account of the quently unportes iene and exported son Ireland, | 
| (131.) = - - = = 553 
Russian Dutch Loan, Account respecting, 47.) - = - - = XIV. 127 
Russian Loan, Account respecting, (64.) - - = = 2 = m= 129 


Salaries, 
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Salaries, Accounts and papers relating to the increase and cimination of, \ XIL 
in public offices of Great Britain,(207.) - -  - * 389 
Accounts and Papers relating to the increase and diminution “of Al 
public offices of Ireland, (1 198. ye = = 8 FF, 
Schools, in Ireland. see Education. 
Scotland: Matters relating to Scotland, will be found under the following heads :— 


519 


Caledonian Canal. Linen Manufacture. 
Coffee. Malt. 

Commissary Court. Malt and Beer. 
Confirmations. Manufactures. 

Court of Session. Permit Writers. 
Court of Justiciary. Preventive Service. 
Courts of Law. Quarantine. 
Customs. : Revenue. 
Distilleries. see Spirits. Revenue Cruizers. 
East and West India Produce. Roads and Bridges. 
Exchequer Prosecutions. Royal Burghs. 
Excise. Rum. 

Exciseable Articles. Sheriff and Stewart Courts. 
Excise Laws. Soap. 

Glasgow, &c. Roads. Spirits. 

Grain. Tallow Candles. 
Heritable Secuntties. Turnpike Roads. 
Hops. West India Produce. 
Juries. Wine. 


Seamen’s Clothing. see Navy. 
Sedition and Blasphemy. see Libel. 
Sentence of Death. see Death. 
Serjeants of Militia. see Militia. Pensions. 
_ Servants. see Masters and Servants. 
Settlement of Poor. see Poor. 
Sewers, Report from Select Committee on, (542) - - - - 7 Y- 1 
Sharpe, Sir C. see Customs. 
Sheep. see Cattle. — 


Sheriff of Dublin, Minutes of Evidence aaa at the bar 2 a nee on VL 
the conduct of, (308.) - = - _ } - 645 


Sheriffs, Return of orders for attachments meer in Ireland, (413) - XVI. 707 


Sheriff and Stewart Courts, Scotland, Bill for the aioe regula 
tion of, (212, 292,365.) - - -  - } HIT. 151, 157, 165 


Ships. see Tonnage. 


Shipwrecked Seamen, Report from Select Committee on wapiain Manby 8 Iv. 
apparatus for saving the lives of, (351.) - - } 


see Assessed Tares. 
Shrewsbury and Holyhead Road, Annual Report of Commissioners on, (151.) X- ¥22 
Sierra Leone. - see Slave-trade. 
Silk, Amount of customs duty and drawbacks on, (238.) - - - - XIII. 653 
Silk Manufacture, Bill to repeal Acts reeung to wages of persone em-1 qT g 
| ployed in, (345) - - } 5] 
Skins. see Hides. : 
Slate and Stone, Account of duties received on, (314.) - ‘ - - XIII. 555 
see Coals. | 
Slate ee to mney on panlleem Pommon, XV. 347, 409, 423 
Slaves, Acts of Colonial ieiatatunes for eauiy of, 68. y- - - - XVI. 1 
' Papers relating to the slave popul w dia 
na ‘Be rae p PY aagnc of the West fc ‘t XVIII. 61, 191, 345 
Correspondence relative to a pondiaen and ereutnent of, at Hon-) 
duras, (457-) - - a 
Proceedings on trials of, in Berbice, for the crime of “ Obeah, Sc. (348 ) — §05 
: Slave-trade, 


155 


PRINTED PAPERS OF SESS. 1828. 505 


VOL. | page. 

peed 
Slave-trade, Bill to amend and consolidate laws relating to i abolition ‘ 
of, (276.) : : : : : , } Il. 1 
Papers relating to the, (544, 556.) - - - - - XVIII. 449, 479 
Correspondence relating tothe - - - - = «= «+ XIX. gi 

Explanatory and additional articles to the treaties concludes: at 

Madrid and the Hague, for the prevention of - XIX. 119, 127 


Correspondence with Foreign Powers relativeto the - - - XIX. 195 


Correspondence with the British Commissioners at Sierra ae ic 
The Havannah, Rio de Janeiro, and Surinam, relative to the - 3 


Small Debts, Report from Select Committee on the recovery of, (386.) - IV. 183 
Abstract of Returns of courts for the recovery of,(576.)- - - XV. 275 
see County Courts. 
Smithfield Market. see Cattle. 7 
Smuggling. see Navy. Preventive Service. Revenue Cruizers. 
Soap, Accounts relating to the duties and sa = XIII. 557, 559; 551, 587; 571 


(74, 495, 553, 95, 565, 515.) - —- 557 
Account of foreign soap imported and exported, (525-) - - - XIII. 563 

Soap and Ashes, Returns of duties and drawbacks on, in Ireland and ee) 6 
land, (524.)—- - ~ - - = - - - - 509 


Societies. see Charitable Loan Societies. 
Solemnization of Marriages, see Marriages. 


South Sea Company, Accounts relating to the funds of, (518.)- - - XIV. 153 
Southwark. see Land Tar. Stock Tax. 
Spain, France, and Portugal, Papers and Correspondence - - - XIX. 65, 79 
Sptrits, Bill granting excise duties on spirits distilled from corn or nin 
pe oaadai fciand. Ke. gabe Ps a oe sig } I. 209, 257 
Clause added to the above Bill, (476 continued.) - - - - I. = 307 
Account of spirits imported that have oe Ene suns oF excise oa XIII. 573: 
customs, (162.) - - ~ 
Accounts of foreigp ppuite amperted; and excise duty paid thereon,\ 576 
(202.)  - - a 


‘Account of the suniber of sallons distilled in ican (106. ) - - XVI. 565 
Account relating to spirits distilled in Ireland, and exported, (267.)- — 567 
see Wine. 
Stamp Distributers, Account of the number of, in Great Britain, (60.) ~ XIV. 307 
Stamp Duties, Account of revenue received for pataiap si on pegacles, &e. ‘t 
(204)  - = 2 2s 
Account of stamp duties which have been or are to be repealed, (21.) — 305 
Statement of the scale of duties on bills of exchange, &c.(226.) - — 315 


Similar Statement, as to Ireland, (236.) - -  - - - - — 319 
Account of produce of duties on fire insurances, (361.) - - - — 321 

Stamps, see Bankers Notes. 

Standing Orders, Report from Select Committee on, relating to oe a IV. 59 

specting trade, (376.) - ef 5 8 - 

State of Ireland. see ‘Lord Lieutenant. 

Stationery Office, Papers relating to, (227.) - - - - - XIV. 679 

Steam Packets. see Post-office. 

Stock Tar, Return of the amount collected in Southwark, (176.) - - = 333 

St. Petersburgh. see Marriages. 

Stone. see Coals. 

Straw Plat. see Leghorn Hats. 

Sugar, Account of the average prices of,(22.) - - - - -  - XIIL. 577 
Accounts of the quantity imported and exported, (63, 372.) - XIII. 579, 583 - 
Account of the average prices of, in Ireland, (97.)_- - - XVI. 559 
Accounts relating to the duties and drawbacks on ange! imported) __ 

into and exported from Ireland, (119.) - - 
Account of, imported by the East India Company, (70.) - - XVI. 97 
“Superannuation Allowances, Account of, granted in the oe See, XI. 6 43 
of the United Kingdom, (219.) - - 
see Prisons. 


Superannuation Fund, Warrants of Lords Commissioners of the ie XIV. 187,193 
respecting, (23, 108.) - - * . 2 
see Post-office. 
veL. xix: Sess. 1823. (b} Surinam, 
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Surinam. see Slave-trade. 

Surrey County Gaol. see Debtors, Insolvent. 
Surveyors of Taxes. see Taxes. 

Swearing. see Cursing. 


T. 


Tallow, Flax and Hemp, er ount of, pats into the cats Kingdom, \ XIIL. 585 
(104.) - 
Tallow Candies, Account of excise duty on, in England, eg )- - - — 591 
a in Scotland, (225.) - - - — 593 
let Gs vee et eer a ene ee eee in Ireland, (200.)  - - XVI. 535 
‘ax-office, Return of places held by Mr. John Wilkin, late of the, see) ) - XIf. 661 
Taxes, Board of, Treasury Minute euperanpushine Mr. Lowndes, late saa, XIV. 191 
man of, (56.) - - - - - 
Collectors of, Return of the names of those who also act as commis-) ‘oi 
sioners, (1 79.) - - 7 - - - - - - -f 
Inspectors of, Copies of letters respecting the conduct of two, (291.) — 399 
Kensington Division, Returns respecting, (368.) - - = - — 403 
wet ere ee eee Correspondence felauine to the collection of = ae 
(371-) - = a 5 = & «= 
Reduction of, Proposed Resolutions iepeutiie »(30.) - - - XVIT. ¥o1 
Surveyors of, Account of the name and residence of those who eee XIV. 397 
any other situation, (206.)- - - - - - 
see Assessed Vises Land Tar. Receivers General. Stock Tar. 
Taxes and Duties, Account of, repealed, (1475.) - - a - = — 34 
see Post-office. 
Tests and Qualifications, Bill for regulating the administration of, for we i. 475 
exercise and enjoyment of certain offices, (408.) - - - - . ( 
Threatenin Letters. see Clergy. 
Tin, Accounts relating to the importation and exportation of, (159. ) - - XIIL. 595 
Tithes, Bill to provide for the pane o compositions so in peas 
(152, 564, 480.) - he : mais 103, 137, 169 
Bill to make provision for facilitating the commutation of aa H. 203 
Ireland,(170.) - = - a = 7 «ae! ee ; 


Toll for Lime. see Lime. 
Tolls and Duties, Ireland. see Customs, Tolls and Duties. 


Tonnage, Accounts relating to ships and romage in aicat rolon 
and Ireland, (434, 467.) - = = Th XID 455 551 


Comparative Statement of British ms Foreign, cleared outwards aaa XTL. 


Great Britain, (223.) - py 
Similar Statement for Ireland, oe - - - 7 . - XVI. 677 
Account of, entered inwards ‘and cleared dutwards, at Ne ports 581 
Ireland, (235.) - - - - - ~ - 
Account of ships and tonnage cleared outwards from freien to the’ 8. 
East Indies and China, (253.) - - - - - = “} 8S 
see East and West India Trade. Whale Fisheries. 
Trade, Bills respecting. see Standing Orders. 
Trade. see Foreign Trade. 

Trade and Agriculture. see New South Wales. | 
Trade and Manufactures, Bill to amend Acts for assistance of, ane sUpPON a 6rt 
commercial credit, in [reland, (330.)  - - } ; 

Transference of Securities. see Heritable Securities. 

Transportation, Sentence of. see Convicts. 

Tread-wheels, Communications respecting the use of, in gaols or Hounes of XV. 20 

correction, (113.) - ~~ - - - - - > 997 
Trials, Criminal. see Juries. 
Trinidad, Papers relating to the island of, (16, 17.) - - - + XVII. 325, 675 
see Colonies. 

Turnpike Roads, Bill to amend Act of ans penics sa me regulation Z 

of, (208, 259, 435) -  - ae } H. 729,761, 793 


‘Bill for regulating of, in Scotland, (o21, 384.) - 2 5 =e HD. 177, 231 
see Road-making. 


Unelauned 
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Unclaimed Dividends. see Bank of England. ™ 
Unclaimed Prize-money. see Chelsea Hospital. 
Union Duties, Bill to repeal duties on certain articles, on their importation 
into either country from the other, (216, 245.) - male 629, 637 
Clause intended to be proposed on me repor oF the above Bill, 6 
(245 continued.) - Sd 


Bill to regulate the importation ad seperation of certain articles, 
subject to excise duty, into and from aoe country to the 3 III. 649 
(307) - = = = = - ee 
Resolutions of Committee respecting, 186.) - - - - - IV. 103 
Union of Parishes. see Parishes. 
Unlawful Oaths. see Oaths. 
Usher of the Court of Exchequer. see Courts of Justice, Ireland. 
Usury Laws, Bill for repealing them, (295.) - - - - - - ITIL. 657 
V. 
Vaccine, Reports from the national vaccine establishment, (194.) - - VIN. 11 
Vagrants, Account of sums paid by treasurers of counties for the a XV. 20r 
hension and conveyance of, (456.)  - - ~ - 325 
Van Diemen’s Land, see New South Wales. 
Verona, Paris, and Madrid, Papers and Correspondence - - - + XAX. 1 
Vessels, Bill for the registering of, (195, 362.) - - - - - III. 279, 303 


see Passengers. Pirate Vessels. 


W. 


Wages. see Silk Manufacture. 


Warehousing of Goods, Bill to make more effectual provision 10% aah Ill | ee 
payment of duty,(124,181.)-  - -  - ts » 329, 3 


Waste Lands. see Bogs. 
Ways and Means. see Revenue. 
Weights and Measures, Bill for ascertaining and Step eine apiloray of, r\ Ul. 


oS ee ee a 663 
Velsh Pudicarire: see Courts of Great Sessions. 
Vest India Colonies. see Fish. Slaves. West India Produce. 
ag India Docks. see Foreign Trade. 
West India Produce, Account of excise duties on,in England,(75.) - - XIII. #428 
Account of excise duties on, in Scotland, (36.) —- - - - XIV. *270 
Accounts relating to, &c.(107.)  - - - - - - - XVI. *534 


see Last and West India Produce. 


Whale Fisheries, Accounts of the number and tonnage of vessels employ yed | 
in the Greenland and Davis’s Straits fisheries, and quantity of oil, dau 597 


blubber, Xc. imported therein,(446.)- - - - -— = 
Similar Accounts, as to Ireland, (360.) - - - - - - XVI. 585 
BVheat, Barley and Oats, Account of, sold in Mark-lane, (19.) - - - XII. 437 
Whipping, Return of persons sentenced to be whipped, &c. (280.)_- - XV. 293 


Wilkin, Mr. John. see Tax-office. 
Window Duties. see House and Window Duties. 


¥Vine, Accounts relating to the revenue derived from,in England,) XIII. 631, 649, 653 
Scotland and Ireland, (40, 224, 239,132-) = - 7 XVI. 587 


Accounts relating to the mporewon ane exportation ba in ead 
land, (144.) - | - oS te f XI. 645 
Account of, remaining in bond, &c. in Scotland, (201.)-- - = — 647 
Wine and pais Spirits, Copies of papers eae on paying the any on, 633 
(118) - = : i. 
Witnesses eae in Foreign Parts, Bill to facilitate the exanunation of, t II. 
Giy se 2 ef 6 o.-e = 463 


Woodcock, 


508 GENERAL INDEX TO THE PRINTED PAPERS OF SESS. 1823. 


— 


———— 


VOL. | page. 
Saag aaa 

Woodcock, F. see £xtents in Ard. 
Woods and Forests. see Land Revenue. 
Wool, Account of, imported, (373-) - - - - = - - XII. 665 
Woollen Rags, Accounts of, imported, (222, 279.) - - - XIII. 669, 671 
Workmen. see Combinations. 
Writs. see Capias Utlagatum. 
Writs of Error. see Appeals. ° 


x 


Yeomanry Corps, Bill to amend laws relating to, in Ireland, (g.) - - HI. 243 
see Penstons. 
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